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heritage for many
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Ministries share their 
Christmas Wish List
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Christmas
TRADITIONS

Don’t lose sight of Christ
From October 31 onward, it's impossible

to forget that Christmas is coming. 
Before Thanksgiving, the red-coated man

with the white beard and bag of toys is seen
in stores and by mid-December, most homes
are decorated, inside and out, with Christmas trees

and lights.
However, the real Christmas story is found in
Matthew and Luke chapters 1 and 2. It's about
the earthly birth of our Lord, Jesus Christ the
Son of God. Conceived of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, He lived and min-
istered on earth, and then died and arose

again -- the promised Messiah. Jesus came as
the Savior of all, and identifies Himself with every

racial group, every culture, and every society.
Until a couple of centuries ago, in countries where

it was observed, Christmas was a noncommercial re-
ligious holiday. 
Gifts may have been exchanged on New Year's Day,

but most gifts associated with Christmas were limited
to feeding the poor or special gifts to help pastors,
teachers and missionaries.

Christmas wasn’t always about the presents

Howard Dayton | BP News

See our
Christmas
Guide!
PAGE 6

n See TRADITIONS page 23

One of Kansas City’s spiritual icons is
coming to an end. Youthfront, the re-
named Kansas City Youth for Christ, re-
cently held an auction of the contents of
the much-loved building that for 50 years
held weekly crusades for Kansas City’s
youth.
Everything in the Youthfront building

at 4715 Rainbow Blvd. in Westwood was
up for sale in late November to prepare
for demolition of the structure. The
building is on the site of the new Wood-
side Village development, and the sale of
the property is expected to close soon.

Youth For Christ building slated for demolition

by Dan Blom

Tens of thousands of Kansas Citians remember
the Youth For Christ Auditorium

n See YOUTHFRONT page 23

Do atheists 
attend church
on Christmas?
NASHVILLE, Tenn. – It’s begin-

ning to look a lot like Christmas, and
it’s not just Christians turning De-
cember into a festive month of
themed décor, gift giving and mail-
boxes packed with greeting cards.
A new study by LifeWay Research

reveals that nine in 10 Americans
(91 percent) personally celebrate
Christmas and those aren’t all self-
identified Christians. A majority of
agnostics or those claiming no pref-
erence (89 percent), individuals
claiming other religions (62 per-

n See ATHEISTS page 22

16th Christian
Education &
College Expo

March 1 event will help
students and parents

Families across the region have be-
come accustomed to a yearly spring event
that has found national attention––the
Metro Voice Christian Education and
College Expo.
The 2014 event is Saturday, March 1,

9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Colonial Presbyte-
rian Church at 95th and Wornall in south
Kansas City.

  Last year, colleges from 16 states in-
cluding Colorado, Arizona, Virginia, and
Michigan, as well as midwestern univer-
sities were joined by Missouri and Kansas
Christian K-12 schools and homeschool-
ing resources. This year, popular mini-
seminars return covering: How to study
at the College Level; How to Pay for Col-
lege and Homeschooling 101.
For info visit metrovoicenews.com

or call 816-524-4522.

by Dwight Widaman



A new Missouri law has recently gone
into effect that allows public schools and
buildings in the state to observe Christmas,
or any federal holiday, without restrictions.
The bill was overridden by state lawmakers
after it was vetoed by Gov. Jay Nixon.
House Bill 278 became law after the

state's legislators voted to override Demo-
cratic Gov. Nixon's summer veto. Al-
though the law does not explicitly mention
Christmas, supporting lawmakers of the
bill have said that Christmas was specifi-
cally in mind when the bill was drafted.
The bill's text reads, in part, "No state or
local governmental entity, public building,
public park, public school, or public set-
ting or place shall ban or otherwise restrict
the practice, mention, celebration, or dis-
cussion of any federal holiday."
Nixon vetoed the bill in July, but then

the state's legislators voted 114 to 45 this
fall to override the veto, and the bill went
into effect in October. 

State Rep. Rick Brattin (R-Har-
risonville), the bill's sponsor, said in a letter
to Missouri school administrators and
board members that he hopes the law will
reverse the "chilling effect" that the sepa-
ration of church and state has had on the
ability to celebrate federal holidays like
Christmas in public schools. 
"It is an honor for me to play a role in

this process and to stand in defense to cel-
ebrate our holidays in the same ways that
our parents and grandparents did. My
hope is that HB 278 will help reverse the
chilling effect we have seen on the ability
of teachers and students to observe these
holidays," Brattin said in a letter. 
Additionally, Brattin told the St. Louis

Jewish Light that the
purpose of the law is
not to force every-
one to celebrate a
federal holiday such
as Christmas but
rather to "[protect]
those who wish to
do so."
"What has been

happening is that
people are forbidden from discussing
Christmas. The ACLU, groups like this,
have put a stop to the celebration or even

the mention of God or anything like that,
and it's wrong," Brattin said. "I wanted to

address what the vast
majority of Ameri-
cans celebrate be-
cause it's one of the
most well-known,
worldwide holidays."
"What happens is

that we don't want to
offend that one stu-
dent but we end up
offending the 99 who

do [celebrate Christmas]," the state repre-
sentative added, according to the St. Louis
Jewish Light.

Nixon said he vetoed the bill because he
felt it would infringe on public safety laws
for firework regulation on the Fourth of
July. 
Gregory Lipper, a senior litigation

counsel for Americans United for Separa-
tion of Church and State, told Law Blog
that he believes it to be an "extremely dan-
gerous law" that could quickly violate con-
stitutional rights. 
"It could be read to allow public school

teachers, while in the classroom, to reenact
the virgin birth, preach the salvation of
Christ, or press their students to convert to
Christianity - all under the guise of cele-
brating Christmas," Lipper told Law Blog.

Mansfield, Mo. middle school students rehearse for the upcoming
Christmas concert. Secular and atheist groups are increasing pres-
sure around the country to drop all religious songs from concerts.
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China's New Policy: Pro-life Shift or PR Stunt?
(WNS)--China announced in November it will loosen family planning rules that limit most

couples to a single child. Only a small percent of couples will benefit from the first change
in decades to the policy, which still leaves intact a coercive system of forced steril-

ization and abortion.  The changes were part of a key policy docu-
ment following a four-day meeting of Chinese Communist Party
(CCP) leaders in mid-November. Families in which at least one par-
ent is an only child will be allowed to have a second child. Previ-
ously, both parents had to be only children. Rural couples have

been allowed two children if their first-born child was a girl.  Introduced in 1980, the CCP
claims the policy prevented 400 million births and helped lift countless families out of
poverty. But the strict limits have led to widespread forced abortions and sterilizations by
local officials, even though Beijing officially claims such measures are illegal. Couples who
flout the rules face hefty fines, seizure of their property, and loss of their jobs.

Supreme Court Takes Up Public Prayer Question
(WNS)--The U.S. Supreme Court justices took what appeared to be a relatively simple

case on legislative prayer, and turned it into a wide-ranging discussion on the Establishment
Clause, with justices wondering aloud about how government could

treat religion in any context.  The case itself is not hugely com-
plicated. The town of Greece, N.Y., has opened its town
council meetings with prayers for years. Anyone could
lead the prayers but most of the religious leaders in
the town were Christian, so most of the prayers were
Christian. Two residents objected and filed suit.  A dis-

trict court sided with the town, but the 2nd U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals ruled against Greece,
saying that “the town’s prayer practice had the effect of affiliating the town with Christianity.”
The Obama administration sided with the town on the case, citing the long history of allowing
sectarian legislative prayer.

Iran’s Crackdown on Christians Hasn’t Let Up
(WNS)--When Christians around the world marked the International Day of Prayer for

the Persecuted Church on Nov. 3 (or Nov. 10 for some groups and churches), Iranian pastor
Behnam Irani marked nearly 900 days in prison for his Christian

faith.  Four years remain in the pastor’s sentence for crimes
against national security. Those crimes include holding church
services and telling Muslims about the gospel. Dozens more
Christians remain in Iranian prisons as well. In a country
where less than half a percent of the population are Chris-
tians, devotion to Christianity remains dangerous—and in

cases of male converts from Islam—punishable by death.

newsbriefs

Christmas is safe in
Missouri schools 
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Sozo the Foundations is a confidential,
Christian prayer ministry
that will bring you into
heartfelt personal
knowledge of God. Sozo
Ministry brings acceler-
ated inner healing, deliv-
erance and generational
freedom as you experi-
ence the kindness of the
Lord. Sozo the Foundations is Christ-cen-
tered and safe for your heart.

Lawmakers override
Gov.’s veto of bill 

allowing celebrations
of all federal holidays

by Katherine Weber

“What has been 
happening is that people

are forbidden from 
discussing Christmas.”
REP. RICK BRATTIN

Merry Christmas 

from your friends at
 

Metro Voice!



Pope Francis has stated the Catholic
Church will not accept a Middle East
without Christians, who often find them-
selves forced to flee areas of conflict and
unrest in the region.
"We will not resign ourselves to imag-

ining a Middle East without Christians,"
he said after meeting with church patri-
archs from Syria, Iran and Iraq, before call-
ing for "the universal right to lead a
dignified life and freely practice one's own
faith to be respected."
The political upheaval that has swept

the Arab world over the past three years
has led to a rise of radical Islam, leaving
minority Christians feeling threatened and
sometimes forcing them to emigrate.
Francis said he had spoken to the patri-

archs about "those who live in the Middle
East, often in small flocks, in environments
marked by hostility and conflicts" and "the
size of the diaspora, which is notably
growing."
He said he was concerned by "the situ-

ation of Christians, who suffer in a partic-
ularly severe way the consequences of
tensions and conflicts in many parts of the
Middle East."
"Syria, Iraq, Egypt and other areas of the

Holy Land sometimes overflow with

tears," he said.
Amid reports Christians are being

'punished' for the actions of Western pow-
ers, some faith experts have warned that
Christianity is in danger of becoming ex-
tinct in its own cradle.
Francis said he "will not rest while there

are still men and women, of any religion,
whose dignity is affronted, who are
stripped of the basics necessary for sur-
vival, whose future is stolen, who are
forced to become refugees or displaced
people."
He called on the patriarchs for "tireless

zeal and that fraternal and paternal charity
which bishops, priests and faithful look to
us for, especially if they are alone and mar-
ginalised."
Last year, Francis' predecessor Benedict

XVI used a trip to the Middle East to offer

support to Christian minorities, calling on
them not to emigrate or give in to a sense
of "victimisation" amid the rising tide of
Islamism.
Eastern Christians number between an

estimated 10 and 13 million.
They make up 36 percent of the popu-

lation in Lebanon, 10 percent in Egypt, 5.5
percent in Jordan, 5.0 percent in Syria, up
to 2.0 percent in Iraq, 2.0 percent in Israel
and 1.2 percent of Palestinians, according
to the Oeuvre d'Orient Catholic associa-
tion. In recent years, Christians in areas
once controlled by Israel such as Judea (the
West Bank), have come under increasing
attack from Palestinian Muslims with
churches being looted, burned and worse.
       The Israeli government has been
forced by western powers to cede security
of the area to the Palestinian Authority
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GET EQUIPPED IN:

WORLD REVIVAL

SCHOOL OF
WORSHIP

› Worship Team Dynamics
› Song Writing
› Foundations of Worship
› Worship & Warfare

REGI
STER

TODAY!

Classes Start JANUARY 2014

WORLD REVIVAL
SCHOOL OF MINISTRY

816.777.0733
WorldRevivalSchool.com

Photo Credit: Ricardo Camacho
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While western churches
sleep, the world’s oldest
Christian communities

are disappearing

Pope Francis says ‘no Middle East without Christians’ which often turns a blind eye to the Chris-
tian community’s increasing insecurity.
Among those meeting with Francis

were Lebanon's Maronite Christian patri-
arch, Bishara Rai, the Syrian patriarch of
the Melkite Greek Catholic church, Gre-
gory Laham, and the patriarch of the Iraq-
based Chaldean church, Louis Sako.
Sako told Vatican Radio that Iraqi au-

thorities were supplying visas as part of "a
whole strategy to help Christians leave
Iraq", even in areas in the north of the
country where they are not under threat.
"The Middle East is going to empty of

Christians", he warned.

The 2,000-year-old Christian commu-
nity in the country has shrunk by more
than half since the 2003 US-led invasion
of Iraq.
In Syria Christians are targeted by the

rebels challenging the regime. Ancient
monasteries and entire villages have been
leveled by radical Islamist rebels, often
with arms provided by the Obama admin-
istration. Until the 2011 Syrian civil war
began, Christians lived in relative peace, in
part, because the authoritarian and secular
rule of President Assad kept religious strife
to a minimum.

–World News Magazine

View of the Saint Thecla (Mar Takla) monastery, in Maaloula, Syria.
With weapons supplied by the U.S., Islamist rebels are wiping out
the world’s oldest Christian communities.



Ministry receive traditional Bible training
and practical ministerial experience in
preaching, youth and children ministries,
media production and pastoring.

The School of Worship
adds elements of songwrit-
ing, vocal and instrumental
technique, band rehearsing,
prophetic song and biblical
worship. 
Training will key in on

bringing a corporate wor-
ship anointing to any con-
gregation.
Offering affordable tu-

ition, G.I. Bill and student
housing options, World Re-
vival School of Ministry is

in its 14th year of operation. 
To find out more about the World Re-

vival School of Ministry and the new
School of Worship, visit http://worl-
drevivalschool.com or call (816) 777-0733
to speak with school administrator Au-
tumn Darden.
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16th Midwest Christian
EDUCATION &
COLLEGE EXPO
Saturday, March 1
9:30am – 2pm

At Colonial Presbyterian Church 
9500 Wornall, KCMO

• 50 Christian Colleges
from 15 States!

• 25 K-12 Schools from
Metro KC area

• MO & KS Homeschool
Organizations 

• Books 
• Resources 
• Finances
• FREE SEMINARS!

Tell Your 
Church!

Bring your 
friends!

Free!
816-524-4522

MetroVoiceNews.com

World Revival School of Ministry’s new
School of Worship will
open in Kansas City Janu-
ary 6. 
The school provides op-

portunity for students in-
terested in worship
ministry to glean from
leading Christian songwrit-
ers, artists and musicians.
Applications are available
online at http://worl-
drevivalschool.com.
The worship teaching

team includes Integrity
Music recording artists Jennie Lee Riddle,
known for her Dove award-winning song
“Revelation,” Dustin Smith, Eric Nuzum
Thomason, Pocket Full of Rocks’ Michael
Farren, and Jared Anderson, known for
“Great I Am” and “I Am Free.” 
Students at World Revival School of

A cold front recently brought sharply
colder weather to Missouri and Kansas,
and a University of Missouri professor
says it’s a good time to be thinking about
older Missourians.

  Larry Ganong is a professor and co-
Chair of Human Development and Fam-
ily Studies at the University of Missouri
and a Professor in the Sinclair School of
Nursing. He says with the coldest weather
of the season so far setting in, older
friends, neighbors and loved ones might
benefit from someone checking on them.

  “There is just a lot of issues that come
up. We may have ice, and heating can be
a serious issue. Regularly checking on
friends, neighbors, people in our commu-
nity and certainly older family members
is really an important thing to do.”

  It can be a matter of simply making
sure the heat is turned on. Ganong says
sometimes a person will keep the thermo-
stat low out of fear of running up a high
utility bill, but there can be other prob-

lems. He says even he has trouble with
modern heating systems, programming
the temperature, the fan cycle and other
settings.

  “Setting the furnace for winter is
something that may take a little consulta-
tion to be done correctly … our older
loved ones may actually need a little help
in that way, that we wouldn’t normally
think of.”

  He also says this is a good time of year
to ask people who might have trouble get-
ting out if they need help getting groceries
and other supplies.

  Generally, Ganong says, it’s just a
good idea for people of all ages to have
regular contact with others so that if an
emergency does come up, someone is
more likely to find out about it and be
able to help.

DOVE AWARD WINNER JENNI RIDDLE
JOINS NEW SCHOOL OF WORSHIP Remember to check in on the elderly this winter

by Mike Lear

Backpacks for hunger
Each week it takes 140 volunteers to

produce 1,400 backpacks.  Backpack fills
take place every Wednesday’s at Church of
the Resurrection in Leawood.

  During Christmas break, extra food is
added to the backpacks. The church col-
lects 18 oz. jars of peanut butter from the
community through peanut butter drives
to use as an extra item to add to each
child’s backpacks. This minor addition to
their weekly food supply might not seem
like much to the casual observer, but for
kids who struggle with hunger because of
family conditions, it could be the difference
between having enough to eat and going
to bed on an empty stomach. In addition
to the added food, as Christmas break

nears, a toy is added to each backpack.
  For information how you can help or

for drop-off locations, call the church at
(913) 897-0120. 

Volunteers pack food backpacks.

EVENTS PLANNED TO
HONOR DR. KING

The United Methodist Church of the Resur-
rection in Leawood, Kan. is holding a special
event in honor of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. on
Saturday, Jan. 18th organized by Resurrection’s
Justice and Reconciliation Ministry.  

Events will begin at 8:30am with bus tours
of Kansas City’s historic 3rd and 5th districts
designed to generate awareness of historical
issues relating to racial inequalities and how
those have shaped our community. Following
the bus tours, a BBQ lunch is available as well
as entertainment by performers from Eddie
Baker School of Music. The afternoon will con-
clude with guest speakers Pastor Greg Ealey,
Paseo Baptist Church, and Principal Delores
Brown, Wendell Phillips Elementary. Pastor
Ealey will also
be joined by
the choir from
Paseo Baptist
Church.

“The pur-
pose is to build
awareness of
issues that di-
vide Kansas
City communities as they relate to race, socio-
economics and justice,” says Mary Tostensen,
Local Mission Bridge Events Program Director.

“Our vision is to be a leading voice and re-
source for a reconciled and just community,”
she says, adding that the purpose is to also
honor Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. as a pioneer
in the effort to bring justice, equality and racial
reconciliation to the world.

In addition to this celebration of Dr. King,
Church of the Resurrection will hold a commu-
nity serve day on Monday, January 20th offer-
ing opportunities for individuals and families
to engage in service in the community in honor
of Dr. King.

For information about the Bus Tours and
MLK Celebration, visitwww.cor.org/mlk or call
913-544-0749.

To learn more about the MLK Day of Service,
visit www.cor.org/faithwork.

Riddle

Want an MRS degree? Christian colleges as matchmakers
(WNS)--Facebook researches used math and a lot of profile snooping to discover last

month that most married couples who met in college also went to a religious school.  They
analyzed data from men and women at least 25 years old who attended 4-year colleges
with more than 1,000 married alumni. They found that 28 percent of those couples attended
the same college. For women, 64 percent of the top 25 colleges most likely to provide a
spouse are religious. For men, all 25 of the top schools are private and religious. Eleven of
the 12 colleges that appear on both lists are Christian. In addition to being religious, it helps
if the college has an even ratio of men and women. While all the top 12 colleges are religious
institutions, the study reports that “all of these colleges have an even gender ratio.”

Plugging the school-to-prison pipeline 
(WNS)--A school district in Florida, law enforcement, and

the NAACP have reached a deal intended to reduce student ar-
rests for minor offenses. The agreement aims to cut down on
the “school-to-prison” pipeline, which civil rights groups and
others say often disproportionately affects minority students.
While strict zero-tolerance discipline policies remain prevalent
in many schools, Broward County Public Schools’ new compre-
hensive plan offers an alternative approach. Drafted collabo-
ratively between district officials, police, and the state
attorney’s office, it charges principals rather than onsite law enforcement with being the
primary decision-makers when responding to student misbehavior. The move is designed
to cut down on student-related arrests for minor offenses like disrupting class or loitering.
Broward, the nation’s sixth-largest district, had the highest number of  these arrests in
Florida in the 2011-2012 school year, according to state data. Of the 1,062 arrests made, 71
percent were for misdemeanor offenses.

newsbriefs

by Dwight Widaman

Christian singers, artists, 
musicians offer training
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Clay Center, Kan. – One of my high-
lights each Christmas is putting up the
tree and trimming it with lights and dec-
orations. We start at the bottom and
wind our way upwards, finishing it off
with the angel at the top. Then the drum
rolls for the big test – plugging it in.
When it all works and the tree lights up,
it is a beautiful sight. Often I will sit in
the living room with just the tree lights
on gazing at their beauty. 
The tradition of Christmas lights goes

back hundreds of years. Have you ever
heard of the word, “Weihnachtspyra-
mide”? I cannot pronounce it, but it is
the German word for Christmas Pyra-
mid. In the late Middle Ages the people
in the Erzgebirge (Ore Mountains) of
Germany set up a wooden pyramid in

their homes at Christmas time. It was
decorated with many things then lit up
with candles. As time moved on this
pyramid merged with the evergreen tree
to become the modern Christmas tree.
Today the majority of people see

Christmas lights as simple decoration
absent the history of where the tradition
came from. Why did these early Ger-
mans put candles on their pyramids?
They did it to teach their families about
the real meaning of Christmas – to cele-
brate Jesus’ birth as the light of the world.
During the time of Jesus’ birth (4-8

B.C.), the world was dark, filled with
much evil. Hope was scarce. Then in the
midst of it all a great light came from the
heavens where God sent His Only Son to
earth. Then He hung a bright star in the
sky above his birthplace announcing to
the world that hope had come. Jesus
once said of Himself, “I have come into
the world as light, so that whoever be-
lieves in me may not remain in dark-
ness” (John 12:46). 
From Jesus’ birth, death, burial and

resurrection His light never dimmed,
shining brightly always. To some His
light was praised as it guided them out
of darkness into a living hope. To others

His light was offensive exposing their evil
deeds and corrupt ways. 
The greatest gifts you can give this

Christmas season are two-fold. One, give
yourself wholly to Jesus, letting His light

dwell in you. Secondly, give yourself to
others letting them see the light of Christ
within you.
This Christmas may the Light of the

world be your hope for today.

Finally we have arrived at our favorite
time of the year as a family...Christmas
time! We wait all year to get out those lights
and decorations that mark the beginning
of Christmas for us. We love the sights. We
love the smells. We love the tastes. We love
the sharing with family and friends. But
most importantly, we love the reason for
the season, and His name is Jesus Christ. 
I would like our meditation this Christ-

mas season to lead us back, by faith, to
Bethlehem, and in the company of the
shepherd's gaze upon the one wrapped in
swaddling clothes and lying in a manger
who was to be called
Immanuel, God
with us.�"Therefore
the Lord himself
will give you a sign.
Behold, the virgin
shall conceive and
bear a son, and shall
call his name Im-
manuel" Isaiah 7:14.
Should we not bow low before this baby

who was God incarnate? God became man
to be with us in our nature. He walked

where we walk. He was tempted like we are
tempted. He knew the pain of hunger,
thirst and loneliness. The One who knew
no sin became sin for us. He desired so
much to be with us so He could do for us
what we could never do for ourselves. He
took our condemnation. He took our
punishment. He took our crown of thorns.
He took our nine-inch nails. He took our
cross. He took our grave. Being with us
meant He was going to have to take what
we deserved and He did it because of the
joy set before Him...you and me.
Immanuel is with you, right now, right

where this finds you.
Lonely in your singleness...Jesus is with

you!
Marriage problems...Jesus is with you!
Difficulties at the office...Jesus is with

you!
Prodigal children...Jesus is with you!
Broken friendship...Jesus is with you!
Financial challenges...Jesus is with you!
Sickness and disease...Jesus is with you!
Experience has taught me that God will

use difficulties in life
as the means to reac-
quaint us with fresh
realities of His grace.
Perhaps you are re-
membering some-
one close to you who
has passed through
the valley of the
shadow of death and

this time of year brings back painful mem-
ories of great loss. It was Christmas day
1995 around 4 p.m., just as we were sitting

down to dinner, when we received the call
from the Veteran's Hospital in Miami that
my father had taken his last breath. Kim
and I had gone to see him that morning
and in only a few short hours, he was gone
into glory to be with Jesus.
The only thing that got us through was

in knowing that Jesus was with us. Im-
manuel was with us in our pain. Im-
manuel was with us in our sorrow.
Immanuel was with us while we were in
our valley of the shadow and walked with
us every step of the way. It is my prayer that
this name of our Lord, Immanuel, God

with us, would be a source of great comfort
and joy to you this Christmas season, re-
gardless of where this finds you. Remem-
ber, as Jesus is with you, you are with
Him...in His victory over sin, death and the
grave.
Merry Christmas to you and yours. "For

unto you is born this day in the city of
David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord." He
is with you now and will be with you for-
ever more. �This is grace for your race.
NEVER FORGET THAT ... AMEN!
For more information on Tommy, please

visit www.tommyboland.com.� 
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“Behold, the virgin shall
conceive and bear a son,
and shall call his name 

Immanuel”
ISAIAH 7:14

TOMMY
BOLAND
Ordained Minister and
author of a number of
Bible Study, Christian
Living materials

viewpoint

IMMANUEL – GOD WITH US. LITERALLY.

hopefortoday

CLINT
DECKER 
President & 
Evangelist, Great
Awakenings, Inc.

The light of Christmas “...the world was
dark, filled with much
evil.  Hope was scarce.
Then in the midst of it
all a great light came
from the heavens…”
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Three weeks and two days be-
fore Christmas, and the heated
discussion among my four chil-
dren is not about which video
games they want for Christmas
but whose turn it is to light the
candle at family Advent. It's the
first week of Advent season, the
observance of the four weeks pre-
ceding Christmas, a tradition
started in the Middle Ages.
Advent spans denominations

and traditions. In fact, billions of
people, including Baptists, Luther-
ans, Presbyterians and Catholics,
find Advent a way to return Christ-
mas to its spiritual roots while cre-
ating family memories built on
Christ rather than the latest Holly-
wood blockbuster.
More than any other activity,

Advent can restore Jesus to the
center of the Christmas celebra-
tion, because on each Advent day
the birth of Jesus is read, sung
and talked about. The whole fam-
ily can participate and find the ob-
servance meaningful. The props
are simple and inexpensive. 
The memories and training will

last a lifetime. Although the com-
mon tenets of observing Advent
are shared by many churches,
each family can add its own flavor.
Following is a basic primer on how
to start celebrating Advent this
year.
Advent starts on the fourth Sun-

day before Christmas. Because
Christmas falls on different days
each year, Advent can last 22 to
28 days. For 2013 Advent begins
on Sunday, Dec. 1.  Chances are
you are reading this after that
date, but it is never too late to
begin Advent. 
Just pick a day to begin and

then catch up the following Sun-
day. You’ll be blessed by your
faithfulness, regardless if you’re a
little bit tardy on starting.
Prepare your family.  Let your

family know that this year you are
going to start a new tradition to
celebrate Jesus' birthday. When-
ever you can with children, refer
to Christmas as Jesus' birthday.
Decide which time of the day will
work best for your Advent time.

WHAT YOU NEED
nAn Advent wreath, which can

be purchased at most Christian
bookstores or made of fire-safe
materials or a log with holes for
candles. 
n Four candles, three purple

and one rose, and an additional
white candle for Christmas Eve. A
box of four Advent candles can be
purchased at many card stores or
Christian bookstores.
n A Bible for readings and, for

younger children, a selection of
children's Christmas stories that
focus on the birth of Jesus.
For Advent readings see the

link below..

OPTIONAL ITEMS:
nAn Advent calendar, available

where cards are sold, with 24 win-
dows to open each day in Decem-
ber or a paper chain of 24 red and
green links to mark the number of
days until Jesus' birthday. This is
great if you have younger children
who love opening a window each
day.
n Christmas carol books.

BEGINNING THE
CELEBRATION
On the first day, begin with ei-

ther a prayer or a Christmas carol. 
Light the first purple candle,

known as the prophecy candle.
The liturgical color purple is a sign
of penance and longing as we
wait for the birth of Jesus. With
the lighting, talk about Jesus
being the light of the world. Read
the Advent scripture of the day.
Conclude by singing or praying.
Have one child blow out the can-
dle.
Light the same candle each day

of the first week. Follow with the
reading, Christmas carols or other
meaningful activities. On the sec-

ond Sunday light two purple can-
dles, both of which are relit each
night.
The second candle is known as

the Bethlehem candle.
The third week light the two

purple candles and then a rose
candle, or shepherd candle. Rose
is a sign of joy and hope that He
is coming.
Light the last candle, known as

the angel candle, on the fourth
Sunday. All four candles are lit
each night that week to symbolize
the growing brightness of Jesus'
coming.

ACTIVITIES FOR 
CHRISTMAS EVE
Conclude the Advent season by

lighting all four candles and plac-
ing an additional white candle in
the center in its own holder. 
Have a birthday party for Jesus

complete with cake, the Happy
Birthday song, candles and pres-
ents of nonmaterial gifts such as
singing, readings, a play and
prayers that each family member
brings to share with others. 
Consider doing a nativity play

with simple costumes. As you pre-
pare to open gifts explain how we
give gifts as a reminder of how
much God gave us in Jesus.
Long after the new toys are

banished to the back of the closet
and the decorations stored away
for another year, the memories of
the four weeks of Advent will re-
main. 
Don't be surprised if it turns out

to be your favorite tradition!

Christians reclaim Christmas

Handling holiday stress 
It’s taken me many years to truly cel-

ebrate the birth of my savior, Jesus
Christ. When I was younger, I got
caught up looking at this time of year
as “the holidays” and not about Jesus. I
decorated my house; I shopped and
cleaned for days because everything had
to be perfect when family came.  I
cooked turkeys I could barely lift and

RESTING IN GOD’S PEACE MAKES THE DIFFERENCE

See STRESS page 7

KATHY
COLEMAN
Founder of Moving On
Ministries

viewpoint

From Luke 2:1-20 New King
James Version

And it came to pass in those days
that a decree went out from Caesar
Augustus that all the world should be
registered. This census first took place
while Quirinius was governing Syria.
So all went to be registered, everyone
to his own city.
Joseph also went up from Galilee,

out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea,
to the city of David, which is called
Bethlehem, because he was of the
house and lineage of David, to be reg-
istered with Mary, his betrothed wife,
who was with child. 
So it was, that while they were

there, the days were completed for her
to be delivered. And she brought forth
her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him
in swaddling cloths, and laid Him in
a manger, because there was no room
for them in the inn.
Now there were in the same coun-

try shepherds living out in the fields,
keeping watch over their flock by
night. And behold, an angel of the
Lord stood before them, and the
glory of the Lord shone
around them,
and they
w e r e
g r e a t l y
afraid. 
Then the

angel said to
them, “Do
not be
afraid, for
behold, I
bring you
g o o d
t i d -

ings of great joy which will be to all
people. For there is born to you this
day in the city of David a Savior, who
is Christ the Lord. And this will be the
sign to you: You will find a
Babe wrapped in swaddling cloths,
lying in a manger.” 
And suddenly there was with the

angel a multitude of the heavenly host
praising God and saying: 

“ Glory to God in the highest, 
And on earth peace, goodwill to-

ward men!”
So it was, when the angels had gone

away from them into heaven, that the
shepherds said to one another, “Let us
now go to Bethlehem and see this
thing that has come to pass, which the
Lord has made known to us.” 
And they came with haste and

found Mary and Joseph, and the Babe
lying in a manger. Now when they
had seen Him, they made widely
known the saying which was told
them concerning this Child. 
And all those who heard it mar-

veled at those things which were told
them by the shepherds. 

But Mary kept all these things
and pondered them in her

heart. Then the
shepherds re-

turned,
glorify-

ing and
p r a i s i n g
God for all
the things
that they
had heard
and seen, as

it was
t o l d
them.

i moreinformation
John Piper’s Advent Readings
http://tinyurl.com/mb44w74

THE STORY OF ChristmasTHE STORY OF 



prepared all the trimmings.  I was usu-
ally stressed and worn out by the
time the meal was over and glad
when everyone went home.
I shopped until I nearly

dropped buying things for fam-
ily and friends they didn’t need
and probably didn’t want but I
thought they would like. Fighting
crowds and cold weather and
spending more money than I in-
tended added to my “holiday stress”.
Those days weren’t all stress-filled; I

have fond memories of fun holiday out-
ings. It’s been a tradition for a number
of years for my family to visit Crown
Center at Christmas to shop, eat and
enjoy the decora-
tions. My children
would skate at the
ice rink and visit
Kaleidoscope and we
always enjoyed the
children’s choirs that
visited Crown Cen-
ter, especially en-
joyed the
entertainment of
Mr. Stinky Feet. We
loved strolling the
streets of the Plaza
and taking the car-
riage rides and snuggling under the
warm blanket they provided and it was
a “must” to stay there until dark to enjoy
the lights.  
I also took my kids to Weston each

Christmas to see the Old-Fashioned
Santa Claus and tour, some of the vin-
tage houses on tour and let’s not forget
Longview Farms.  We drove there year
after year to see the lights. Kansas City
has many wonderful places to visit at
Christmas time.
Those days are in the past, and I wish

I’d taken more time to rest and relax.
My husband is spending his third
Christmas in heaven this year. My
daughters live in Texas and Arizona and
won’t be coming home. I no longer have
to do anything. I don’t have to cook or
put up a tree or decorate.  In fact, I
could withdraw from people and hiber-
nate in to the past memories and give
up this Christmas, but I don’t choose to
do that.  My parents and I will go to a
restaurant for our Christmas dinner
and we’re ok with that.  
I pondered the work involved in dec-

orating my house for “just me” this year.
I talked myself into it, and I’m so glad I
did.  I put up one tree and then two. I
wasn’t in a rush, no stress involved, no
need to hurry, just fun.  It couldn’t end
there because now I’m finding things I
haven’t seen in a while that are beautiful
and I’m hunting for treasure.  Pretty
soon, I’ve dug out Christmas towels and
rugs and things for my tables and fire-
place.  Lights have been placed through-
out the house and suddenly I realize I’ve
decorated my whole house and there
was no pressure because I didn’t have to
do it, I wanted to and it didn’t matter if
everything was perfect.  I think it actu-
ally looks better this way than when I
fussed over it.
I’m a people person so now that my

house is decorated, I’m making a men-
tal list of friends I will be inviting over.

I won’t be lifting heavy
turkeys or baking pies
on end but lite lunch-

eons are cer-
tainly in order
as well as
hosting a
prog re s -
sive din-
ner for
one of the
c h u r c h

groups I’m
involved with.
I wasn’t active in

church when I was younger.
I didn’t become a Christian until I was
30 so it took some time for me to forget
Santa Claus and replace him with Jesus
Christ. Jesus is the real reason for the

season and he has
given me such
peace and joy.  It’s
because of Him
that I’m relaxed and
looking forward to
another holiday
season.
It will be very

different this year.
I’m singing in the
church choir and
I’m looking for-
ward to the special
candlelight service

we have at church on Christmas Eve.     
I’m thankful my parents are still liv-

ing and they will celebrate their 67th
wedding anniversary four days after
Christmas.  I’m thankful for the friends
that treat me like family. 

– Kathy may be reached at kathy-
moveson@att.net. 

� Do something meaningful for
someone else. With a little thought,
you can find ways to give presents of
lasting value that don't cost anything.
Make a family project of doing a good
deed for a neighbor, a shut-in, or a
relative. It could be something as sim-
ple as fixing a meal,
raking leaves, or
cleaning out the gut-
ters. Put together
"service coupon
books" that the re-
cipients fill in them-
selves and redeem
whenever they want
to.

� Focus on spiri-
tual, not material, is-
sues at Christmastime. Take
intentional steps to counteract the
commercialism of Christmas. Do
something creative with your family
that emphasizes the spiritual signifi-
cance of the Savior's birth. Read
Christmas-themed books together
aloud. Meditate on the hardships
Mary and Joseph endured in obedi-
ence to the angel's command. Talk
about why you want to have a differ-
ent kind of Christmas than the one
the world wants you to have.

� Give something to yourself at

Christmas. We're not talking here
about an impulse gift. Instead, do
yourself a favor by making a commit-
ment to do some things right in the
following year, like paying off debt,
starting an emergency fund, or learn-
ing how to live within your means.

� Build memo-
ries. This is the
cheapest recom-
mendation of all. If
you have kids, look
for opportunities to
spend meaningful
time together dur-
ing the weeks lead-
ing up to Christmas.
In the process you'll
be doing more than

stockpiling family memories—you'll
be building a legacy for generations to
come.
These are just a few suggestions—

you can probably come up with many
more ideas on your own. 

If you need help, don't hesitate to
give our staff a call. Focus on the
Family's counselors would be happy
to listen to your concerns. You can
contact them Monday through Friday
between 6:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m.
Mountain-time at 855-771-HELP
(4357).

QUESTION
The Christmas season is often

the most stressful time for our fi-
nances. How can we survive and
even enjoy the holidays?

ANSWER
To make this Christmas better,

more enjoyable, and less financially
stressful than the last, try these tips:

� Don't spend more money on
Christmas than you can afford.
December 25 comes every year. It's
not a surprise, so plan for it. If you
don't have cash for that special gift,
it's tempting to pull out a credit
card and defer payment until after
the first of the year. But January
comes every year too, and the
months that follow will be filled
with financial worry and strain if
you don't control holiday spend-
ing. So shop wisely and learn to ex-
ercise restraint.

� Give something of lasting
value. If you have small children,
it's easy to buy something you
think they'll enjoy only to find it
forgotten and cast aside by the end
of Christmas Day. Talk with your
kids about this issue before the
Christmas season gets rolling. Try
to reinforce a long-range perspec-
tive. If necessary, explain that there
are certain kinds of gifts you would
never consider giving them, and let
them know that you would rather
pay the same amount of money for
something they will enjoy for a
longer period of time.
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STRESS
continued from page 6 Financially survive, enjoy the holidays

I’ve decorated my
whole house and there
was no pressure be-
cause I didn’t have to
do it, I wanted to and it
didn’t matter if every-
thing was perfect.

I’ve decorated my 
whole house and there

was no pressure 
because I didn’t have 

to do it, I wanted to and 
it didn’t matter if 
everything wasn’t 

perfect.



Christmas Eve At Grandma
And Grandpa's House
My favorite Christmas memory was

when the whole family (mom, dad,
brother, aunts, uncles and cousins)
would go to my Grandma and
Grandpa's house on Christmas Eve and
have a nice big
supper, and then
we would sing
Christmas songs
and Grandpa tell
the Christmas
Story of Mary,
Joseph and Jesus
and then we
would exchange presents. That is my fa-
vorite Christmas memory.

–Pastor Bo Price, Kansas City

A December Birthday Story
Sitting by her bedside, watching and

waiting, I knew my Mother’s departure
from this world would be very soon.  It
was our favorite time of year, the
Christmas season, December 20, 2010.

Selfishly, I pleaded with God to take her
that evening, because the next day was
my son’s birthday.   I did not want to as-
sociate the sadness of Mom’s death with
the joy of celebrating his birthday in
years to come.
Mom had been suffering for more

than a year with colon cancer that had
spread to her liver and lungs.   During
her illness, I had traveled from my
home in the Midwest, 1,500 miles away,
to the East Coast, several times to be
with her and to help with her care.  Al-
though we only saw each other once a
year after I married and moved away 40
years ago, we remained very close and I
loved her deeply.  Just a few days before
her passing, my brothers and I were
going through some old pictures and
documents.   
Mom saved everything, and we dis-

covered many interesting things as we
sorted through her treasures.  One of
my discoveries was a sealed envelope
with my son’s childhood name,
“Jimmy,” on it.  I put it away so that I
could give it to him later.  He is a min-

ister and my dad had asked him to con-
duct Mom’s funeral service.  
On December 20, I had phoned my

husband and son, to tell them to make
plans to join me for the time was very
near.   My Mother slipped peacefully
away into the arms of Jesus the next
morning … on my son’s 37th birthday.
He arrived that afternoon, and I gave
him the envelope with his name on it.
As he opened and read it, a big smile
appeared on his face.   The envelope
contained a child’s birthday card ….
Probably at least 30 years old .  Mom al-
ways had good intentions but some-
times misplaced or forgot where she put

things.  Her “mistake” all those years
ago turned out to be such a treasure and
gift to all of us….for on the inside of the
card, in her handwriting, it read,  
“Jimmy, I won’t get to see you today,

but I look forward to seeing you in the
future. Happy Birth day!  Love, Nana”
There was a Scripture printed inside

the card that read:
“In the presence of the Lord is full-

ness of Joy!”   Psalm 16:11
So it wasn’t a mistake at all!  The

Lord directed all her steps as He prom-
ised … and loved each of us enough to
hide that card for many years so that it
could bring comfort to us when He
took her home during the Christmas
season.
Jim shared this story at her funeral.

He showed the card and read her mes-
sage.  So, in a way, Mom spoke at her
own funeral, comforting us with hope
of seeing her in the future and letting us
know that she was now indeed experi-
encing the fullness of joy in the pres-
ence of the Lord.  
I am glad God said, “No” to my

prayer the night before she died.  I am
glad He can be trusted with every detail
of our lives… and of our death.  His
“No” turned into such joy and blessing,
not only for me but for many others.
Our family will celebrate the Christmas
season and Jim’s birthday now with the
reminder of the child’s birthday card
she left for us. I am glad that our Fa-
ther’s ways are so much higher than
mine.  I am grateful for His perfect tim-
ing.  Just as He ordered all my Mother’s
steps, He planned all her days…and she
lived every one of them.

–Linda Hight

Remembering Christmas
Until I was in my mid-20s, my family

and I would travel from Northern Vir-
ginia up to Massachusetts and New
Hampshire for Christmas every year. I
have fond memories of getting up be-
fore sunrise and climbing in our van,
wrapped in blankets, and heading to
Delaware to meet our cousins, aunt and
uncle, and embark on our annual jour-
ney. We would sleep, but once we got
just outside New York City, there was al-
ways a competition to see who could
see Lady Liberty on the skyline; like a
tiny green gem in the distance with her
torch held high overhead.
When Kristie and I first got married,

she graciously offered up our first
Christmas together to go up Northeast
to see my side of the family. Both of my
parents are from Massachusetts, origi-
nally, and both of their families still live
within an hour of each other up there
(and yes, just for reference, I am a big
Red Sox fan… sorry). All of the Jeanes’
family, and it’s a big family, would
squeeze into my aunt and uncle’s town-
house and we would spend the whole
day together. Evidence of the Divine
can be provided just by the fact that we
all survived together for so long every
year!
I remember my brothers and I wak-

ing up one Christmas morning (prob-
ably 1981) and finding a great big
display of the Star Wars Millennium
Falcon space ship toy, with Luke Sky-

walker, Han Solo, Chewbacca and
Lando Calrissian figures inside, all sur-
rounded by Darth Vader and his Storm
Troopers. I can only imagine the looks
on our young faces, but that was a hol-
iday event I will never forget.
However, as I grow (and mature,

mind you), I have also grown to appre-
ciate my beautiful and compassionate
wife, as well as the amazing gifts that my
children (both biological and ones we
hope to welcome into our home) are
and have been. I also increasingly real-
ize that the birthday we celebrate this
time of year ultimately leads to the
greatest tragedy, and eventual triumph,
that we could ever imagine.
Every Christmas night I like to go

outside and look to sky and thank our
Heavenly Father for all that He has
done for us, including the greatest Gift
many in this world have yet to discover.

– D.C. Jeanes

I Almost Lost Christmas
It was Christmas Eve and off to the

church program we went.  My sisters
and I had all said our speeches and got
a big hand-clap from the congregation.
We were awstruck by the angels in the
play and the baby Jesus, Mary, Joseph
and even some artificial animals.  We
sang the Silent Night, Joy to the World,
and even a contemporary version of Go
Tell It On The Mountain.  My mother
was pleased with program and anxious
to get us home so she could finish cook-
ing, wrapping gifts and enjoying her
four daughters.

In our modest urban Kansas City
homemade pop-corn strings for the
Christmas tree, yummy homemade
caramel-corn, and cookies. The house
smelled so good, and since I was the
eldest I got to help make all the treats
(and I got to eat while I was cooking).
We could never stay up past Midnight.

One year I kept looking out the
window to see if Santa would land on
the roof.  Even though I never saw him,
I thought I heard the sleigh bells ring-
ing. I also heard mom and dad talking
in the other room. My dad worked
nights and would help her assemble bi-
cycles and other toys. Eventually I went
to sleep, and early the next morning I
got up only to find loaded under the
Christmas tree presents for each of us.  

Our Christmas Day included visit-
ing Mr. Ike’s beautiful home with a fab-
ulous grand piano which he and my
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Colonial Presbyterian Church
colonialkc.org

HANGING OF THE GREENS 

WALK TO THE MANGER 
 

 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICES 

 

Child care for the events above is available for infants and toddlers.

WORSHIP ON SUNDAYS AT COLONIAL

 

Hear the weekly message online at colonialkc.org/watch-listen

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

See MEMORIES next page

READERS SHARE FAVORITE CHRISTMAS MEMORIES 



By Fran Rodriquez
During the Christmas season, we cel-

ebrate the birth of Jesus. Typically this
brings you much joy, but this year, joy
may seem far away. Are you struggling
to find joy, due to the death of a loved
one? Allow me, if you will, to give you
hope.

When my 11-year-old daughter died, I
experienced intense grief and pain. Not
for her, because she was with the One
who makes our joy complete. However,
the thought of living the rest of my life
without her seemed overwhelming and
left a giant hole where my joy once was.

The most beneficial thing I did during
that time was to seek wise counsel. When
experiencing grief, talking with someone
who can relate to what you are going
through can bring tremendous comfort.
I needed to know that one day, joy would
return.

During counseling I was encouraged
to picture myself sitting in my car looking
out the front window. All I could see was

the pain on the road ahead. In time how-
ever, that pain would be reduced to the
size of the rear view mirror, as I look back
on the time I had with my daughter. The
pain will always be there, but I would
learn how to live again, and joy would re-
turn.

The blessings that come out of the
death of a loved one can be life-altering.
We do not serve a God who is unfamiliar
with our grief and pain. God is closely ac-
quainted with what you are going
through, having experienced sorrow
firsthand. He watched His only Son
beaten, despised and rejected, and dying
a criminal’s death.

Grief gives us an eternal perspective.
Questions like, “in light of eternity, why
am I here? how does God want to use my
pain for His glory?” Today my life is filled
with joy, hope and peace, as I trust in
Him, and use my experiences to encour-
age others. 

“May the God of hope fill you with all
joy and peace as you trust in Him.” Ro-

mans 15:13 
Fran Rodriguez is a Biblical Counselor

with Living Foundation Ministries. 611 NW
R.D. Mize Road, Blue Springs, MO 64014.
816-229-5000 Office. 816-287-2149 Voice-
mail

fran.rodriguez@help4living.org or
visit www.help4living.org. Living Foun-
dation Ministries sponsored this special
article.
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Christmascelebrate
with friends

celebrate
with friends

Sunday Services
8:00 am, 9:15 am
10:45 am, 6:00 pm

 www.northlandcathedral.org 

Sounds of Christmas
by the Cathedral Choir & Orchestra

December 15th at 6:00 pm

Northland Cathedral
J. Lowell Harrup, Pastor

101 NW 99th St.
Kansas City, MO 64155

(New Entrance @ Hwy 169 & Tiffany Springs Pkwy)

AnGEl AlERt!
 

 
 

 

l b t

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

celebrateelebratelebrateebraterateatet
 w  i  th h  friends

Sound
 the Cathed

  at

 
 

 6:00 pm

 
tete
 friends friends i e nd ds s

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

ndl lig   

   0 pm

at 6:00 pm

 
 

nd Ca

 NW 
rar H

 MO 64155, y

 
 

h
or

 W 

 at
up  ast

h St
r

  t
 MO 64155  5

Good tidings, but no joy?
dad would play and sing.  Mom and Mrs. Ike would talk, laugh and enjoy us girls
and we would leave after an hour or two and come home to indulge in many
desserts. What a fantastic day.  My sisters and I were all so happy, without a care in
world.  Everything was just the way it should be.

These types of Christmas’ lasted for several years. Later my mother became ill
from breast cancer eventually having a breast re-
moved. She was on chemo, which made her very ill
and weak.  She did what she could and always made
our Christmas the best ever.  Eventually my mother
died one August, so by December we really did not
know what to expect for Christmas.  Dad found an
old tree to put up.  Christmas morning there were no
gifts, just envelopes with money in them.  The house
did not smell like Christmas, there was no joy, no ex-
citement, just the memory of my mother and how
special she made Christmas.  We all cried and went

to our rooms.  I almost lost Christmas.  It seemed like the worst day of my life next
to the day my mother died.

After a few years I begin to experience Christmas with a new mindset and ex-
pectation.  I no longer needed to receive gifts on Christmas day to make me happy.
I no longer expected others to do for me, but instead I looked for  opportunities
to serve and help others.

I accepted Jesus in my heart as my personal savior.  I began to experience joy
and peace like I had never felt before.  I understood the Christmas song I sung as
a child–Joy To The World. Now I had joy.  It was an inner happiness that endured
beyond my personal circumstances.  This joy replaced the loneliness and abandon-
ment I felt when my mother died. This joy was not manufactured by the hype of
world, but by the super-natural power of the Holy Spirit!

The angel of the Lord spoke to Joseph in Matthew 1:23, “Behold, a virgin shall
be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel,
which being interpreted is, God with us”. This verse gave me great encouragement
because it confirmed that I was not alone.  God was, and is, with me.  

Psalms 27:10 says “When  my father and mother forsake me, then the Lord will
take me up!”  Praise God I am UP, no longer down with discouragement.
I thank God for not allowing me to lose Christmas! 

I got my Christmas back.  A time of unspeakable joy.  A time of sharing with
those less fortunate than myself.  I learned the real meaning of Christmas , when
God gave his son just for me.

–Dr. Evelyn Hill

MEMORIES
continued from page 8

Fran and daughter Kelsey



Pause this Christmas
Season and enjoy His

everlasting peace
By Kimberlee Gill
Growing up, our house had the

best Christmas tree in the entire
neighborhood.  Seriously, our friends
would stand amazed, and people
stopped their cars in front of our
house just to see it.  Why did people
pause in front of our house to see our
tree through the window?  Because
our tree spun!  Yes, my father snagged
a deal on a large turntable from a
closing department store, and
proudly declared it the perfect

pedestal to host our Christ-
mas tree.  My mom was a
bit wide-eyed at the an-
nouncement, but she
quickly became a believer as
we evenly decorated the
tree with ease each year.   
The spinning tree quickly

led to a new tradition.   I don’t know
how old I was when it started; but
when we were quite young, my sisters
and I began a ritual each night.  We
would place our pillows and cozy
blankets underneath the spinning
tree and stare up into the tree in
amazement as it shimmered, reflect-
ing throughout our house.  Year after
year, the three of us lay side by side
looking up through the lights and or-

naments as they spun above
us.  We didn’t talk or giggle,
but we held hands and
stared in awe of the beauty
of the spinning tree.  The
perfect peace would settle
when mom and dad would
pause, shut off all the lights,

and join us.  We thrilled at the beauty
of Christmas together: in that mo-
ment, our world was safe, peaceful,
and pretty close to perfect.  
As an educator who has had the joy

of working with many children and
families over the years, my best advice
for Christmas break is to follow your
children to the holiday hush.  Adults
are compelled to Christmas vacation
busyness: organizing closets, running

off to sunny amusement parks, and
even drilling on school flashcards.  All
of these things are good things, but
perhaps not always the best thing.
Watch your children for the clue as to
how to slow it all down.  Christmas
vacation is the perfect time to follow
them into the moment...hot cocoa by
the fire, no-talk night walks, coloring
quietly to carols, or lying together un-
derneath the tree.  These are the ac-
tivities that feed the soul and rest the
mind in preparation for a whole new
year.  Christmas reminds us: “ For
unto us a child is born, unto us a son
is given: and the government shall be

upon his shoulder: and his name shall
be called Wonderful, Counselor, The
mighty God, The everlasting Father,
The Prince of Peace.”  We are blessed
to have a Savior who not only gives us
good work to do, but also provides
the moments to revel in His provision
of peace.  From Summit Christian
Academy, may your holiday be filled
with great peace and a time to enjoy
the hush.
–Kimberly Gill is Summit Chris-

tian Academic Dean. For informa-
tion, call 816-525-1480 or visit
summit-christian-academy.org. SCA
sponsored this special article.
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CALL US ABOUT OUR NEWEST SHIPMENTS!  816-795-7212
18921 E. Valley View Pkwy (Near COSTCO) Independence, MO

Open: Monday thru Saturday, 10am to 6pm!

Fall Into Savings!

Looking for a 
Discount Christian

Book Store?
We’re now KC’s ONLY 

Wholesale Outlet!
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Take part in a little ‘Holiday Hush’

      

 
       

 

 

   
      

    

 

      

 
       

 

 

   
      

    

 

      

 
       

 

 

   
      

    

 

      

 
       

 

 

   
      

    

 

      

 
       

 

 

   
      

    

 

      

 
       

 

 

   
      

    

 

      

 
       

 

 

   
      

    

 

      

 
       

 

 

   
      

    

 

      

 
       

 

 

   
      

    

 

      

 
       

 

 

   
      

    

 

      

 
       

 

 

   
      

    

 

      

 
       

 

 

   
      

    

 



By Anita Widaman
Each year Metro Voice provides a listing of

organizations that serve the most vulnerable
in our communities. Whether it is the single
mom and her children, our elderly, the home-
les or incarcertaed, our readers respond with
prayers, time, items and finances to keep
these ministries going throughout the year.
Below are the organizations that responded to
our call for them to share their “Christmas
Wish List”. 
Gods word says in 1 John 3:17: “But if any-

one has the world’s goods and sees his
brother in need, yet closes his heart against
him, how does God’s love abide in him?”
Let us all work together to show the love of

Christ this Christmas and the coming year. To-
gether, we can make a difference.

AARON'S HOUSE MATERNITY HOME.
Clorisa Bridgers.  PO Box 1097, Harrisonville,
MO 64701, 816-738-1602.  https://www.face-
book.com/MaternityHome   www.aaron-
shouse.org  director@aaronshouse.org
Our wish list for the holiday season includes

items that any new mom or pregnant young
woman would find useful, including: warm
slippers (women's sizes 6-9), bathrobes (sizeS-
XL), diapers from newborn size to size 2,
boxes of hot chocolate, gift cards for movie
rentals or just general merchandise at Wal-
mart. 

ADVICE & AID PREGNANCY CENTER,
INC. Amber Lewis, director of client services.
2 locations:  11644 W. 75th St., Shawnee, KS
66214; and Foxhill Medical Building, 4601 W.
109th Street, Suite 302, Overland Park, KS.
913-962-0200.  www.adviceandaid.com
Advice and Aid Pregnancy Centers serves

families facing unplanned pregnancies before
and after with Christ like compassion. You can
be part of helping one of these families by
providing financial support, new infant car
seats, new breast pumps, new baby monitors,
new pack-n-plays, diapers, winter infant/baby
clothing and non-perishable food items. To
volunteer, please email volunteer@advice-
andaid.com to learn more.

ADVOCATES FOR FAMILIES.  Debbie
Soar.  5155 Raytown Road, Suite 109, Kansas
City, MO 64133.  816-509-6224.   www.advo-
cates4families.org.  affdirector1@yahoo.com
Advocates for Families is a non-profit or-

ganization dedicated to empowering families
who are struggling on their journey to suc-
cessful living.  Through collaborative partner-
ships with businesses, churches and other
agencies in the community, we assist families
that are in crisis or struggling with life chal-
lenges.  Some of the services we provide re-
sources for include: food pantry, clothing
closet, mentoring/tutoring, life skill classes,
case management, utility assistance.  Needs
include: financial donations, clothing, churches
and businesses to participate and support on-
going efforts.

BACKPACKS FOR HUNGER--CHURCH
OF THE RESURRECTION.  Mary Tostenson,
Founder.  13720 Roe Ave., Leawood, Kan.
913-544-0749.  www.cor.org/backpacks.

Over 101,000 KC area Children receive free
or reduced lunch during the week leaving
thousands at high risk for weekend hunger.
Each week, volunteers fill 1,400 weekend
backpacks full of kid friendly nutritious food
for three KCMO Elementary schools, two KCK
schools, and one Olathe school.  Please con-
sider sponsoring a child for $15 a month /
$180 a year. See other volunteer opportunities
for this Ministry at www.cor.org/backpacks.

BIRTHRIGHT OF GREATER KANSAS CITY.
Glenda Merten.  816-444-7090.  6309 Walnut,
Kansas City, MO  64113
birthrightkc@juno.com
We need warm baby blankets, sleep sacks

for newborns, maternity clothers especially XL
sizes, cash donations as we survive entirely on
donations, volunteers to commit their time to
our ministry.  Birthright of Greater Kansas City,
an international, interdenominational, pro-life
pregnancy center serving this community
since 1971.  Peace and Joy!

CARE OF POOR PEOPLE. Richard G.
Tripp, 3606 E. 12th St., Kansas City, MO,
64127. (816) 920-6119.
richardgtripp@yahoo.com. www.coppinc.com. 
Our mission is to save lives by providing the

materials the poor and homeless of our com-
munity need to survive winter's wrath.
Throughout the year and especially during our
two main events, we need volunteers, finan-
cial donations, clothing donations, hygiene
donations, and cooked food donations. Our
two main events are the Survival Events al-
ways on the Saturday after Thanksgiving, and
the Spring Break for the Homeless always the
Saturday before Easter Sunday. 

EVANGELISM FELLOWSHIP OF THE
GREATER KANSAS CITY AREA.  Christy
Heath, local director.  PO Box 561, Grandview,
MO 64030. (816) 358-1138. staff@cef-
gkca.org  website: cef-gkca.org
Volunteers (adults and teens) are needed to

serve in after-school Good News Bible Clubs
in local public elementary schools, sharing the
Gospel of Christ with children. 

FAITH IN CHRIST TOILETRY/ FOOD
PANTRY. John Jones, Pastor.  101 SW 21st
Street, Oak Grove, MO 64075.  816-616-
3160.  jcjones57@yahoo.com
Our toiletry/food pantry is open every Thur.

from 5pm - 7pm, Sat. from 9am – 11:00 am.
Serving eastern Jackson County and Lafayette
County. We are always in need of financial do-
nations and volunteers. Financial donations
allow us to get more for your money by buy-
ing in bulk.

FORT OSAGE FOOD PANTRY. Fort
Osage Church of the Nazarene, 19333 E. 24
Hwy. Independence, MO 64056. Also, every
third Thursday of the month Food Distribution
through Harvester’s.  Call for more informa-
tion.  816-796-5879.

HILLCREST TRANSITIONAL HOUSING
OF EASTERN JACKSON COUNTY. Cotton
Sivils, Director.  PO Box 408, Independence,
MO 64051.  816 461-0468.  
Christmas at Hillcrest helps hundreds of

children, single parents, and families that are
trying to make ends meet.  We would like to
have unwrapped, donated gifts dropped off
in early December.  We request that groups
provide gift cards to local grocery stores that
can designate the cards as “No Tobacco/No
Alcohol”. [e.g. $50 gift card for family of 4.]
Call for more information.

HOUSE OF REFUGE IMPACT YOUTH
CENTER. 10816 Hillcrest Rd, KC, Mo.. For
mail: P.O. Box 5458, Kansas City, Mo. 64131.
Tracy Johnson.  816-806-4127. heavensan-
gel10816@yahoo.com.  www.houseofrefuge-
familyworshipcenter.com.  
This year we need food, clothes and finan-

cial donations for the youth center. We will be
giving out food baskets to needy families.

KANSAS CITY RESCUE MISSION. Julie
Larocco, chief development Officer, at
jlarocco@kcrm.org. 1520 Cherry Street,
Kansas City, MO. 64108.  816-421-7643.
www.kcrm.org. 
Our greatest needs are winter wear for

men—used and gently used. We also need
Christmas gifts. Check website for complete
list. We are accepting financial donations and
food donations.

THE LIGHT HOUSE. Julie Fankhauser,
Outreach Coordinator & Counselor.  PO Box
22553, KCMO 64113.  816-361-2233 x213.
julief@lighthouse-inc.org.
www.lighthousekc.org
Join with the LIGHT House in making the

seasons bright for young moms who live at
our Maternity Home and participate in our
Outreach program! Gifts for moms, children
and babies are needed. Additionally diapers,
wipes and various baby items are needed on
an ongoing basis, to support young moms
who are choosing life for their babies! For
your convenience, check out our baby registry
at Target & Walmart under LIGHT HOUSE
Ministry! 

LOAVES & FISHES FOOD PANTRY.
Denise Marshall. 9777 Antioch Road, Over-
land Park, KS 66212.   913-888-4750.
www.westbrookechurch.org  office@west-
brookechurch.org
Open Wednesday afternoons 4-5:30.  Serv-

ing 35 to 50 people each week.  Wish list: Hol-
iday Meal items: frozen turkeys, stuffing,
potatoes, cranberry sauce, etc, as well as food
staples, soap, tp, etc.

LONE JACK HELPING HANDS FOOD
PANTRY. Joyce Hunt.  816-304-6598.  blue-
jacket@hughes.net  12219 S. Helmig Rd.,
Lone Jack, MO 64070
Wish List:  Non-perishable food for Thanks-

giving /Christmas baskets which the Pantry
distributes for needy residents of Lone Jack.

METRO LUTHERAN MINISTRY. 3031
Holmes Street, Kansas City, MO 64109.
www.mlmkc.org  816-931-0027
Wish List:  Financial support for our ministry

and programs; Volunteers for the Christmas
Store and our many other ministries; Non-per-
ishable sack Lunches for hungry students en-
rolled in our Learning to Earning Program;

Small appliances for Christmas Store gifts ( ie.,
crock pots, electric skillets, toasters, etc.);
King/Queen size blankets for Christmas Store
gifts; Food donations (for the pantry); Gift
cards ($10-15) for Christmas Store gifts; Per-
sonal hygiene items for the BackSnack pro-
gram or the pantry.

MOTHER'S REFUGE. Robert Zornes,
14400 E. 42nd St., Suite 220, Independence,
MO  64055. (816) 353-8070. Robert@mother-
srefuge.org.  www.mothersrefuge.org. 
Mothers Refuge provides a loving home for

homeless, pregnant and parenting teenagers.
We need gift cards from grocery stores, Wal-
Mart, Blockbuster, Quik-Trip and fast-food
restaurants. Please call for complete wish list.
We need individuals to help build welcome
baskets for new residents (towels, etc).

PROJECT PARTNER WITH CHRIST. Kris-
ten Levitt, Director.  2111 E Santa Fe St., Suite
149, Olathe, KS 66062.  913-991-9001.
www.projectpartner.org.
KC based organization meets needs and

spreads God's love in China. Seeking partici-
pants for short-term medical and teaching trip
in 2014, financial gifts to meet needs for
water, medical care and education and local
volunteers to serve at KC headquarters.

RIVER OF REFUGE. John Wiley, founder,
5155 Raytown Road, Kansas City, MO 64133.
816-737-5100. www.riverofrefuge.com
john.wiley@riverofrefuge.com or Ron King,
chief operating office, Ron@riverofrefuge.com
Our non-profit organization provides transi-

tional housing for families currently living in
high-rent rent motels and shelters. Our imme-
diate needs are for the finances, volunteers,
and cleaning/building supplies to start build-
ing the first 11 living units at the former Park
Land Hospital in Raytown.

SHOW-ME CHRISTIAN YOUTH HOME.
Rachel Yates, child services manager.  24302
Mahin Rd., La Monte, MO  65337.  660-347-
5982.   Rachel.reynolds@showmekids.org.
www.showmekids.org
www.facebook.com/SMCYH
Our ministry provides loving, stable Chris-

tian homes for children who come from back-
grounds of abuse, neglect, abandonment and
unfortunate circumstances.  Prayers for our
children and house parents are most appreci-
ated.  Preferred gifts for our families that pro-
mote group recreation and family fun such as
activity passes, event tickets, or food/gas gift
cards. 

THE SHEPHERD'S WAY MINISTRIES,
INC. Shirley McNeall/executive director/
founder, PO Box 1833, Lee's Summit, MO
64063.  816-525-2932.
theshepherdsway@att.net.  www.theshep-
herdswayministries.org
Sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ with in-

carcerated and raising money for future
women's home. Needs: financial donations,
property with home and 3 or more bedrooms
in rural area; volunteers, grant writers; volun-
teers interested in working with women who
have been incarcerated.
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Either for yourself or a gift, 
it’s an important decision

By Michael and Julie Gatrost
The prospect of purchasing a Bible for

oneself or as a gift, usually does not cause
any anxiety in the average individual, at
least, that is…until they walk into a typical
Christian bookstore and find that there
may be no less than ten different English
and sometimes 15 or more!  In addition,
there are different shapes, formats, study
bibles, reference bibles, and generally one
for any need.
The moment you encounter these

choices, numerous questions flood the
mind:  Which translation is the best?
Which is accurate?  What Bible does my
church use? What features do I want in a
Bible?  

  Let’s be honest, most of us have no
idea on how to answer these questions.  To
the uninitiated, it can suddenly be over-

whelming.  It doesn’t need to be.  Choos-
ing the appropriate Bible requires just a
“little” bit of information, so you can be
confident that it will be the right one for
you. 
A short history
The Bible itself is composed of different

books, by different writers, under the in-
spiration of the Holy Spirit.  Before Christ
was born, Jews produced a Greek transla-
tion of the Hebrew Old Testament for the
Jews living in Alexandria, a Greek speaking
city.  This translation was called the Sep-
tuagint (meaning 70), which referred to
the 70 translators who worked together to
produce it.  This solved the immediate
problem of Jews living in Greece who no
longer spoke Hebrew, but as Christianity
spread, and the New Testament came into
being, the need for Egyptian, Ethiopic,
Gothic (German) and other ethnic trans-
lations became evident. 
Because the Roman Empire spread its

control over much of the known world,

Latin emerged as the common language
in many of its cities. The Bishop of Rome
commissioned the scholar Jerome to
translate the Scriptures into Latin in 382
AD. His version became known as the
“Vulgate” translation.  For over a thousand
years, this translation was the unofficial
standard text of the Bible through out the
Middle Ages.   The problem was that as the
Christian church evolved into the Roman
Catholic Church, translations were gener-
ally unavailable to most of the people be-
cause of the fear that various
interpretations of the scriptures would
lead to contentious disarray, or discord,
and the fear that the Church would lose
control of being the chief interpreter of
what the people should believe.
Courageous individuals, however, be-

lieved that the Bible should be read by
even the common people, and set out to
translate the Vulgate into other languages
for the average person.  John Wycliffe,
William Tyndale, and Martin Luther were

early translators who encountered signif-
icant opposition to their efforts, leading to
thousands of their printed copies being
burned in the streets, as the fears of a cor-
rupt version of the Bible pervaded ruling
parties.  Tyndale himself was burned at the
stake for the crime of heresy. But the tide
and quest for an English Bible could not
be thwarted, and other men came forth
with new translations.  Finally, in 1611,
England’s King James ordered a court of

translators to begin a translation aptly
named the King James Version. The KJV,
as it was commonly called, became the
standard translation for over 400 years for
protestant denominations  and is widely
considered by lay persons as being the
most accurate. It is interesting
tonote, however, that the translators of the
King James version were greatly influ-
enced in their translations, by both Tyn-
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Christmas is always one of the most exciting 
times of year as we celebrate the birth of 
Jesus and all that was unleashed through 
a little baby boy. This year, as you and your 
family celebrate the greatest gift ever 
given, use this advent calendar as a way 
to unleash the hope and love of Jesus in 
practical ways this Christmas season.

1

Donate toys or books to 
a thrift store or charity 

organization.

2

Tape a package of 
microwave popcorn to a 

Redbox center.

3

Help an elderly person 
hang Christmas lights.

4

          
    

  

     
    

 

8

Go Christmas caroling 
at a nursing home.

9

Donate to a local 
ministry such as Liberty 

Women’s Clinic.

1

   
 

   
     

   

   
     

     
   

     
   

  

15

Write an encouraging 
note to a friend or 

family member.

16

Give a small gift 
to your mailman.

1

   
   

 

    
 

   
     

 

20

Serve at a local 
ministry such as City 

Union Mission.

2
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How to shop for the right Bible

See BIBLE page 23



        
         
       

          
      
        

         
    

     
     

    
    

 

    
  

4

Leave a nice tip for your 
waiter/waitress.

5

Pay for food at 
the drive-thru for the 

person behind you.

6 7

Serve at a local ministry 
such as Freedom Fire 

Urban Ministries

8

   
   

    
    

 

10

Put money in 
parking meters.

11 12

Write an encouraging 
post-it note and stick it 

in a public elevator.

13

Send pizza anonymously 
to a family you know 
could use a night o� 
from making dinner. 

14

Serve at a local ministry 
such as Hillcrest 

Transitional Housing. 

1

   
     

 
    

  

17

Give a sincere 
compliment to 5 

people today.

18

Shovel snow from a 
neighbors walkway.

19

Bake Christmas cookies 
to give to a teacher 

or coworker.

2

    
    
 

21

Leave dollar bills taped 
to random toys at the 

dollar store.

22

O�er a Salvation Army 
bell ringer a hot drink 

on a cold night. 

23

Write and deliver thank 
you notes to local police 

or �re�ghters.

24 25

Read the Christmas 
story with your family.

(Luke 2:1-20)

Donate coloring books 
and crayons to an ER 

waiting room.

Hand out bottled water 
at a busy mall or 

department store.

Give someone a 
hug today.
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By Mark Hayes

Looking for a unique gift for the
cook in your family? Christmas food
gifts aren't just for your favorite food-
ies. A special food item deepens the
meaning of giving for any loved one.
Share these Christmas food gifts with
teachers, friends, neighbors, and -- of
course -- your family. In recent years
one of the more popular, and healthy,
gifts is something essential to every
kitchen––olive oil. But not just any
olive oil will do. Fresh is best when it
comes to the health benefits of olive
oil. Olive oil has been shown to re-
duce bad cholesterol levels and high
blood pressure, as well as act as an
anti- inflammatory. 
Olive oil is also very good for aid-

ing digestion and clearing plaque out
of arteries as it helps the arteries to
breathe. Since olives are a fruit, they
are high in antioxidant levels, in fact
the higher the better. Called polyphe-
nols or oleocanthal, people who con-

sume olive oil
daily (at least 2-4
t ab l e spoons ) ,
positive effects as
listed above can
take place. 
Combine extra

virgin olive oil
and tasty bal-
samic vinegar to
create a fun and
enticing gift bas-
ket. This is one
that everyone
will absolutely adore – from the most
seasoned chef or foodie, to the rushed
mother/cook!
Other unique and edible Christmas

gifts include pastas, olives, sea salts,
spice blends, and ANH coconut oil.
Plus, don’t forget educational and
cooking books. But don’t rely on the
big box stores when looking for the
best products or price. One store that

caters to these
specialty prod-
ucts is the Taste-
ful Olive––a
unique olive oil
and balsamic
vinegar store in
historic down-
town Overland
Park, with over
60 fresh unfla-
vored and in-
fused olive oils,
aged and natu-

rally flavored balsamic vinegars,
gourmet oils and several wine vine-
gars. For documented and updated
info concerning olive oil, visit
www.thetastefulolive.com. For other
unique gift ideas or information, call
913-649-7900 or email info@thetaste-
fulolive.com. –Sponsored by The
Tasteful Olive.

Looking for a  unique and tasty gift?



CHRISTMAS, HANUKKAH,
NEW YEAR EVENTS
HANGING OF THE GREEN. Dec. 1, 6pm. First Baptist
Church, 2205 Iron St., North Kansas City, MO 64116. This
service helps mark the beginning of the Advent season.
During this service, we celebrate the symbols and decora-
tions associated with Christ. 816-842-1175.

WILLIAM JEWELL COLLEGE SCHOLA CANTORUM,
SERVICE OF ADVENT LESSONS AND CAROLS. Dec. 1,
5pm. Grace and Holy Trinity Cathedral, Broadway at 13th
Street, KC, MO. 816-415-5223.

CELEBRATING ADVENT.Dec. 1, 8, 15 & 22, 10:40am.
Longview Baptist Church, 1300 SW Longview Road, Lee’s

Summit, MO. A time of waiting and preparation for the
coming of Jesus. 
KINDERGARTEN THROUGH 8TH GRADE CHRISTMAS
PROGRAM.Dec. 3, 6:30pm. Plaza Heights Christian Acad-
emy, 1500 SW Clark Rd., Blue Springs, MO 64015.
HOLDEN EVENING WORSHIP.Dec. 4, 11 & 18, 6:30pm.
Holy Cross Lutheran Church, 7851 W 119th St, Overland
Park, KS. www.holycross-elca.org or 913-491-8022.
JOURNEY TO JUDEA. Dec. 5, 6-9pm; Dec. 6, 5-9pm; Dec.
7, 4-9pm; Dec. 8, 4-9pm. Countryside Baptist Church,
14150 W 175th St., Olathe, KS 66062. Through a guided
tour, experience the sights and sounds of God’s story of re-
demption up close and personal. Over one hundred cos-
tumed actors and live animals bring the presentation to

life, including a new stop in 2013. It’s great for families,
and as a tool to share the good news with neighbors and
friends. Free, tickets must be reserved online in advance.
www.journeyto Judea.com. 913-592-3270.
SONOS BELL RINGERS IN CONCERT.Dec. 3, 7 p.m. St.
Mark’s United Methodist Church, 6422 Santa Fe Drive,
OPKS. 913-722-2310. 
WALK THROUGH BETHLEHEM.Dec. 6-8, 6-10pm, Fri-
day; 5-10pm, Sat. & Sun. Church of the Open Door, 4800
20th St. Trafficway, Leavenworth, KS. A fun, free, family
event that allows the visitors to experience the Gospel like
no other experience. 913-727-5006.
OUTSIDER CHRISTMAS.Dec. 7, 5:30pm. Open Range Fel-
lowship (Ransomed Heart Ranch), 204 E. Casey Rd., Lone
Jack, MO. Live nativity scene and a unique 1800 western
Christmas drama. 816-697-2002.
HANUKKAH CELEBRATION.Dec. 8, 2:30-4pm, Shuk; 4-
4:10pm, Lighting Menorahs; 4:10-5pm, Dance Presenta-
tion. Or HaOlam, 7029 W 74th St., Overland Park, KS.
913-383-8448.
“A TIME TO REMEMBER.” Dec. 8, 6pm. Fort Osage
Church of the Nazarene, 19333 E. 24 Hwy., Indep., MO
64056. A service to remember those loved ones who have
passed on during this Christmas season. 816-796-5879.
“AMIDST THE WINTER SNOW.”Dec. 8, 7pm. Word of
Life Church, corner of Riverside and Cook Roads, St.
Joseph, MO. This year’s free concert will feature captivat-
ing vocal music by the Word of Life Christmas Choir, a

whimsical holiday set from St. Joseph fold band The Cen-
ter State, and a show-stopping performance from the
Word of Life band. 816-233-6367.
COLONIAL PRESBTERIAN WALK TO THE MANGER.
Two Locations, dates and times. Sunday, December 8,
Quivira Campus 8:00, 9:30, 11:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. 12501
W. 137th Street, Overland Park, KS 66221.  913.322.1108.
Sunday, December 16, Wornall Campus 9:00 and 11:00
a.m. 9500 Wornall Road Kansas City, MO 64114.
816.942.3272.  This dramatic presentation of the Christmas
story is a treat for the eyes, the ears and the heart, and an
opportunity for everyone to bring their gifts and them-

selves to the Christ child. Bring gifts of toys, coats and
hats, or monetary donations for local and international
missions.
MORGAN FAMILY CHRISTMAS.Dec. 13, 6pm. Country
Meadows Baptist Church, 4901 Lee’s Summit Rd., Indep.,
MO. 816-373-6445.
4TH ANNUAL DRIVE THRU LIVING NATIVITY.Dec. 13 &
14, 6-9pm. Lone Jack Baptist Church, 202 S. Bynum Rd.,
Lone Jack, MO 64070. Everyone in the family will enjoy
seeing and hearing the Bible characters and experience
the animals too. During your 10-12 minute drive, you will
be immersed in an interactive “Bethlehem” where you will
hear of Christ’s birth foretold by the ancient prophets,
meet the innkeeper with no vacancies, join the Wise Men
in following a star, and visit Mary and Joseph in the
manger with baby Jesus. 816-697-2464.
EMMANUAL @ CHRISTMAS.Dec. 13 & 14, 7pm Em-
manuel Baptist Church, 10100 Metcalf Ave., Overland Park,
KS. Join us as we celebrate Christmas with a Variety Show
filled with music, dance, costumed characters and more.
Fun for the whole family. 913-649-0900.
CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION.Dec. 14, 7pm. World Revival
Church, 9900 View High Dr., KCMO. All ages will enjoy this
special evening to celebrate the Christmas season. Featur-
ing small ensembles, children, youth and adult choirs, it
will be a night filled with holiday favorites and worship to
the King of Kings! Reception following in the foyer. 816-
763-0708.
MO-KAN GOSPEL CAROLING.Dec. 14, 2-4pm. Independ-
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December 30 • 7:00 pm 
Full Gospel Assembly

10537 E 6th St. South, Independence, MO 
Free Will Offering 

For Info call:  816-836-1810  •  816-718-1270



ence Center, 18813 E 39th St S, Indep., MO 64057. 
“IMMANUEL HAS COME” CHANCEL CHOIR & ORCHES-
TRA. Dec. 15, 6pm. First Baptist Church of Shawnee, 11400
Johnson Dr., Shawnee, KS 66203. 913-268-6500.
POTTERS WHEEL: A BLUEGRASS CHRISTMAS.Dec. 15,
6pm. First Baptist Church, 2205 Iron St., North Kansas City,
MO 64116. Potters Wheel is a Gospel Bluegrass group
based in Lebanon, MO. Enjoy Christmas songs presented
with acoustic sounds and tight vocal harmonies. 816-842-
1175.
“AWAY WITH THE MANGER.”Dec. 15, 10am & 6pm. Blue
Springs Assembly of God, 2501 NE Duncan Rd., Blue
Springs, MO. This is a politically correct Christmas musical
about the religious and non-religious rhetoric that takes
places between the town leading atheist and foremost
pastor. Presented with a live orchestra, this drama reveals
how people can be drawn into chaos over the simplest of
items, in this case a child in a manger scene. 816-847-
0200.
“ALIENS IN BETHLEHEM.”Dec. 15, 10:15am. Fort Osage
Church of the Nazarene, 19333 E. 24 Hwy., Indep., MO
64056. Performance by our Children’s ministry, along with
Worship during the Christmas season. 816-796-5879.
CHILDREN'S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM. December 15,
10:00 am. Pointe of Hope Church, 1215-A N 7 Hwy, Blue
Springs, MO 64014. 816-220-2609
“WHAT SWEETER MUSIC.”Dec. 20, 7pm. Ward Parkway
Presbyterian Church, 7406 Ward Parkway, KCMO. Free and
open to the public. Christmas Cantata presented by the
Chancel Choir. 816-361-2200.
CHRISTMAS CANDLELIGHT MUSICAL & LORD’S SUP-
PER SERVICE.Dec. 22, 6pm. AZ-U-R Church, 1737 NE Rice
Rd., Lee’s Summit, MO. jesussaves@az-u-r.com
SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE. Dec. 22, 6pm. Northland
Cathedral, 101 NW 99th St., KCMO 64155. 
CHRISTMAS CHOIR CANTATA. Dec.22, 9:30 a.m. St.
Mark’s United Methodist Church, 6422 Santa Fe Drive,
OPKS. “Bethlehem Choir” 913-722-2310. 
CHRISTMAS PROGRAM. December 22, 2013, 10:30am.
Heart of America Christian Fellowship, 7600 Blue Ridge
Blvd. Kansas City, MO 64138. Under the direction of rev.
David McCarroll, minister of music and Rev. Patti Haefs,
youth and children’s pastor. 816-356-6380. 
CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE.Dec. 24,
6pm. Northland Cathedral, 101 NW 99th St., KCMO 64155. 
CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT COMMUNION SERV-
ICES. Dec. 24, 5pm & 6:30pm. Cornerstone Church, 301 E
AA Hwy, Blue Springs, MO. Services will consist of worship,
special music and scripture reading as well as open com-
munion. We invite you to celebrate with us! www.corner-
stonelife.org. 816-228-1979.
CANDLES AND CAROLS CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE.
Dec. 24, 6pm. Independence First United Methodist
Church, 400 W Maple Ave., Indep., MO 64050. 816-254-
6900.
CANDLELIGHT & PRAISE CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES.
Dec. 24, 5:30pm & 6:30pm. Westbrooke Church, 9777 Anti-
och Rd., Overland Park, KS 66212. Celebrate the birth of
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Cookies and coffee will
be served between services. www.westbrookechurch.org.
CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE.Dec. 24,
6pm. Red Bridge Christian Church, 10842 McGee St., KCMO
64114. 816-942-2684.
COLONIAL PRESBYTERIAN CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLE-
LIGHT SERVICES.December 24. Two locations. Quivira
Campus, 3:00, 5:00 and 7:00 p.m. 12501 W. 137th Street,
Overland Park, KS 66221. 913.322.1108 . Wornall Campus,
5:00, 9:00 and 10:30 p.m. 9500 Wornall Road Kansas City,
MO 64114. 816.942.3272. Services of praise, celebration
and anticipation. Early times are family services. 7:00 and
10:30 are traditional services with communion served.
Child care for the events above is available for infants and
toddlers.
CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE.December
24, 7:00 pm. Pointe of Hope Church, 1215-A N 7 Hwy, Blue

Springs, MO 64014. 816-220-2609
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES. Dec. 24, 5pm & 6:30pm. Mill
Creek, Gleason Campus, 7825 Gleason Rd., Shawnee, KS
66227. 913-441-4444.
CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHTING SERVICE.Dec. 24,
9pm. Church on the Rock Outreach Center, 1700 SW Mar-

ket St., Lee’s Summit, MO. Join us Christmas Eve for our
beautiful candlelighting service. 816-246-7625.
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE.Dec. 24, 5pm. Longview Bap-
tist Church, 1300 SW Longview Rd., Lee’s Summit, MO. 
CHRISTMAS EVE FAMILY SERVICE.Dec. 24, 2:30pm.
Holy Cross Lutheran Church, 7851 W 119th St., Overland
Park, KS. www.holycross-elca.org or 913-491-8022.
CANDLELIGHT SERVICE WITH COMMUNION.Dec. 24,
6pm. First Baptist Church of Shawnee, 11400 Johnson Dr.,
Shawnee, KS 66203. 913-268-6500.
CANDLE LIGHT SERVICE AND LORD’S SUPPER.Dec.
24, 10pm. Red Bridge Baptist Church, 4901 E. Red Bridge
Rd., KCMO. 816-761-1194.
“ROCK AND WORSHIP” NEW YEAR’S EVE BASH.Dec.
31, 6pm-midnight. AZ-U-R Church, 1737 NE Rice Rd., Lee’s
Summit, MO. Live music all night. jesussaves@az-u-r.com
NEW YEAR'S EVE GOSPEL SINGING. December 31st,
2013, 6:00 PM till Midnight. Calvary Baptist Church, 900
NW 22nd Street, Blue Springs, Mo. 64015. Come and join
us in an evening of wonderful Gospel Music from several
different individuals and Groups. We will break at 8:00 pm
for refreshments and fellowship, then continue the
evening with music and conclude with 2013 & 2014 testi-
mony and prayer period. Come join us as we pray out the
old year and in the new ! (816)-228-5540. 

CONCERTS
MASTERWORKS CHORUS.Dec. 6, 7:30pm. Graceway,
5460 Blue Ridge Cut-Off, KCMO. $10/adults, $7/students &
seniors (65 & up). Calvary Bible College faculty and stu-
dents along with members of the community present Mas-
terworks Chorus featuring Gabriel Faure’s Requiem in D
Minor, and Antonio Vivaldi’s Gloria. 816-322-0110.
HANDEL’S MESSIAH. Dec. 6, 8pm, Dec. 7, 8pm & Dec. 8,
2pm. Helzberg Hall, 1601 Broadway, KCMO. 
MATT VOLLMAR AND THE GREAT ROMANCE BENEFIT
CONCERT.Dec. 7, 7pm. Truman Memorial Building, 417 W.
Maple Ave., Indep., MO 64050. Benefit Concert for “Imag-
ine No Malaria”. $5 (+$1.70 handling fee) at showclix.com. 
MORGAN FAMILY CHRISTMAS.Dec. 13, 6pm. Country
Meadows Baptist Church, 4901 Lee’s Summit Rd., KCMO.
816-373-6445.
CHARLES DAVID SMART.Dec. 13, 7:30-9:30pm. Homer’s
Coffee House, 7126 W 80th, OPKS. 913-381-6022.
MO-KAN GOSPEL MUSIC ASSOCIATION POTLUCK AND
JAM.Dec. 20, 6:30pm. Northland Christian Church, 6120
NE 48th St., KCMO. Cckeeley4461@yahoo.com
THE LESTERS.December 30, 2013 7:00 pm. Full Gospel
Assembly, 10537 E. 6th St S., Independence, MO. 816-836-
1810  •  816-718-1270
JIM BRICKMAN – THE MAGIC OF THE NEW YEAR.Dec. 31,
7:30pm. Performing Arts Center, Topeka, KS. 800-745-3000.

SOUTHERN GOSPEL
(CALL FOR GROUPS)
ALPHA OMEGA CHRISTIAN MUSIC ASSOCIATION
MONTHLY MEETING, PRAYER, DEVOTION, POTLUCK
AND JAM. First Friday, 7pm. 10035 E. Westport Rd.,
Indep., MO 64052. 
MO-KAN GOSPEL MUSIC ASSOCIATION POTLUCK AND
JAM. Fourth Friday (except for Nov. & Dec. when we meet
on the 3rd Fri.). Northland Christian Church, 6120 NE 48th
St., KCMO.  913-432-0359.
CGMA NW MO CHAPTER MEETING, GOSPEL MUSIC
AND POTLUCK. Second Saturday. Faith Assembly of God
Church, South 13 Hwy, Polo, MO. Travel North on I-35
North, go North of Liberty to the Polo/Lathrop Exit. Turn
right onto116 Hwy. Go 12 miles to 13 Hwy. Turn left and go
¼ mile. pegcla@msn.com.
MOMENT OF TRUTH BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH. Third
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THE LESTERS AT FULL GOSPEL ASSEMBLY, 10537 E. 6TH ST., INDEPENDENCE, MO.
SHOWTIME IS 7:00 P.M. FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL (816) 461-0149. 

DEC

30

ONETHING 2013 YOUNG
ADULT CONFERENCE

DEC

28-31

FREE HEALTH SCREENINGS AT
GLENWOOD PARK UMC, INDEP., MO

DEC

7 n calendar continuned on next page



16 • December 2013 ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––metrovoicenews.com � facebook.com/metrovoicenews ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––Metro Voice 
Saturday in January, May, September & November, 7pm.
310 Randolph Rd, Claycomo, MO. Gospel music sing. 816-
452-4426.
RADIANT LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD. Last Sunday, 6:30
p.m. Hwy. 33, Kearney, MO. Open mike. Gospel sing. 

GOSPEL JAMBOREE. Second Thursday, 7 p.m. Life Chris-
tian Center, 1650 E Langsford Road, Lee’s Summit, MO.
816-878-4694.  
PARADISE BAPTIST CHURCH. Second Sunday, 6 p.m.
Pot luck dinner at 5 p.m. Paradise Missouri. 816-591-1020

CLASSES, SEMINARS, 
CONFERENCES
KRISTIAN WASSAM.Dec. 1.  Heart of America Christian
Fellowship, 7600 Blue Ridge Blvd. Kansas City, MO 64138.
He is a passionate 17 year old follower of Jesus. His passion
for sharing the love and truth of Jesus has taken him half
way across the world to India. His heart's desire is to raise
up radical followers of Jesus and then send them into their
God-given ministry. 816-356-6380. 
SINGLE MOMS SUPPORT GROUP.Dec. 2, 6-7:30pm. In-
dependence First United Methodist Church, 404 W Maple
Ave., Indep., MO. Dinner/childcare provided. 816-392-5433.
“BIRTHDAY PARTY FOR JESUS” TRAINING.Dec. 3,
6:30-8:30pm. Oak Ridge Baptist Church, 9301 Parallel
Pkwy, Kansas City, KS. *Register by Dec. 1. 816-358-1138.
“BIRTHDAY PARTY FOR JESUS” TRAINING.Dec. 5,
6:30-8pm. Red Bridge Baptist Church, 4901 Red Bridge
Rd., Kansas City, MO. *Register by Dec. 3. 816-358-1138.
AVOID PROBATE SEMINARS.Dec. 5 & 17, 7pm. Lewis Liv-
ing Trust Center, 700 NE Langsford Rd., Lee’s Summit, MO.
Free. 816-524-3200.
4-DAY CONVENTION WITH MARY K. BAXTER.Dec. 6,
7pm; Dec. 7, 7pm; Dec. 8, 11am & 7pm; Dec. 9, 7pm. First
Love Ministries Church, 4747 Hadley Ave., Overland Park,
KS 66203. No admission fee. Childcare not provided. 913-
403-9644.
GOOD NEWS CLUB TEAM ORIENTATION TRAINING.
Dec. 7, 9am-4pm. Midtown Baptist Temple, 3953 Walnut

St., KCMO. $6, materials will also be available for purchase.
*Register by Dec. 5. 816-358-1138.
HOSPICE VOLUNTEERS TRAINING SESSION.Dec. 7,
9:30am-1:30pm. 11150 Thompson Ave., Lenexa, KS 66219.
Hospice Volunteers provide companionship, veteran visits,
reading, cards and so much more. Volunteer as little as 45
minutes per week. Drinks and snacks provided. Contact
Veronica Evans at 913-850-7547.
ADOPTION INFORMATION MEETING.Dec. 9, 6:30-
8:00pm. Leawood Pioneer Library, 4700 Town Center Dr.,

Leawood, KS. Free. Spon. by Dillon International, Inc. 314-
576-4100.
FIBROMYALGIA SUPPORT GROUP MEETING.Dec. 12,
7-8:30pm. Countryside Christian Church, 6101 Nall Ave.,
Mission, KS. Latest Research on the Cause of Fibromyalgia.
913-384-4673.
REAL MEN DISCUSSION GROUP.Dec. 21, 6:30pm.
Roanoke Baptist Church, 3950 Wyoming St., KCMO 64111.
This is an open group, all are invited. Refreshments will be
served. Call Bo Price for info. 816-561-4932.
ONETHING 2013 YOUNG ADULT CONFERENCE.Dec. 28-
31. Kansas City Convention Center. Spon. by International
House of Prayer. Speakers include: Mike Bickle, Francis
Chan, Allen Hood, Misty Edwards, Matt Redman, Jesus Cul-
ture & Banning Liebscher. Ihopkc.org/onething
GOOD NEWS CLUB TEAM ORIENTATION TRAINING.
Jan. 18, 9am-4pm. Welborn Baptist Church, 3146 N. 51st.
St., Kansas City, KS. $6, materials will also be available for
purchase. *Register by Jan. 16. 816-358-1138.
ARISE 2014 WOMEN’S CONFERENCE. Jan. 30, 7pm –
Feb. 2, 12:30pm. World Revival Church, 9900 View High
Dr., KCMO 64134. Join Pastor Kathy Gray and guest wor-
ship leader Catherine Mullins for a powerful women’s
weekend of LIFE! 816-763-0708.
16TH ANNUAL MIDWEST CHRISTIAN EDUCATION &
COLLEGE EXPO.Mar. 1, 9:30am-2pm. Colonial Presbyte-
rian Church, KCMO. 100 schools & organizations. 816-524-
4522.
RECONCILIATION WEEKEND. Mar. 21-23. Spon. by If Not
For Grace. 816-847-2911

SPECIAL CHURCH EVENTS
WALMART AND THE SALVATION ARMY FILL THE
TRUCK. Through Dec. 14. Donate a new toy or coat to The
Salvation Army to distribute to needy children this Christ-
mas. Just look for the Fill the Truck box at your local Wal-
mart store. 816-968-0373.
KMBC/KCWE TW & SALVATION ARMY ADOPT-A-FAM-
ILY TELETHON.Dec. 4, 6am – 10:30pm. Viewers are en-
couraged to call in and adopt a family or a senior citizen in
need for Christmas. Donors will be given a wish list for
each child in the family. Expect to spend $25-$30 per child.
The donor is also expected to provide a grocery store gift
card for the family to buy a holiday meal.
www.salarmymokan.org. 
TWC’S CHRISTMAS OPEN HOUSES.Dec. 5, 4-8pm. Two
locations: 815 N. Noland Rd., Indep., MO 64050 or 11904
Blue Ridge Blvd., Grandview, MO 64030. 
LADIES’ CHRISTMAS SHOPPING EVENT.Dec. 6, 7-
10pm. Cornerstone Church, 301 SE AA Hwy., Blue Springs,
MO 64014. Enjoy a festive atmosphere and a relaxed
evening of shopping and holiday demonstrations! Free.
816-228-1979.
FREE HEALTH SCREENINGS.Dec. 7, 9am-12pm. Glen-
wood Park United Methodist, 10000 E. 23rd St., Indep., MO
64052. Blood pressure, glucose, cholesterol, BMI. Screen-
ings held 1st Saturday of every month. 816-254-5116.
METRO LUTHERAN MINISTRY CHRISTMAS STORE.
December 7 -  December 14.  Immanuel Lutheran Church,
(1700 Westport Road, Kansas City MO). The MLM Christ-
mas Store helps 1,000 needy families have a merrier
Christmas. Each family member receives a donated new
gift, and the whole family receives a blanket, food vouch-
ers, a Bible, and other gifts for the entire family. We need
many “Elves” to make it possible!  The MLM Christmas
Store also delivers Christmas baskets to 100 homebound
elderly and disabled persons. We need volunteers to de-
liver the baskets. Delivery will take place on Dec. 14 from
9:00 am to noon, starting at Metro Lutheran Ministry,
3031 Holmes, KCMO.  You will receive detailed instructions
and maps to guide you.  www.mlmkc.org  Steven Tucker at
816-285-3145 
LOVE’S OUTREACH FOOD DISTRIBUTION.Dec. 14,
11am-12:30pm. Church on the Rock Outreach Center, 1700
SW Market St., Lee’s Summit, MO. Free food for families in
need. Valid ID and proof of residency required to partici-
pate. 816-246-7625.
LOVE’S OUTREACH COMMUNITY FOOD DISTRIBU-
TION IN PLEASANT HILL.Dec. 15, 9am-10am. Cass Co.
Fairgrounds, 308 W. Commercial, Pleasant Hill, MO. Free
food for families in need. Valid ID & proof of residency re-
quired to participate. Free and open to the public. 816-246-
7625.
“CHRISTMAS PEACE, CHRISTMAS JOY” PRESENTED
BY THE JACOMO CHORALE. Dec. 19, 7pm. Nativity of
Mary Parish, 10017 E. 36th Terr., Indep., MO 64052. A ben-
efit concert to assist Dianna Gibler, a long-time Chorale
member who is battling lung cancer. 816-983-6462.
PICTURES WITH SANTA.Dec. 21, 10am-1pm. Glenwood
Park United Methodist, 10000 E. 23rd St., Indep., MO
64052. Free admission, food, fun, giveaways. 816-254-
5116.
MOTHER’S REFUGE CHRISTMAS DROPOFF.Dec. 21,
10am-9pm. Mardel Bookstore, 4330 S. Bass Pro Dr., Indep.,
MO. Drop off your Christmas offering or gift for homeless,
young moms and babies. 816-353-8070.
HOLIDAY SHOPPING EVENT. December 22, 2013, from 1
to 5 p.m., at Ten Thousand Villages, 7947 Santa Fe Drive,
and The Tasteful Olive, 7945 Santa Fe Dr, Overland Park,
KS. Come and shop for those last minute Christmas gifts at
Ten Thousand Villages and The Tasteful Olive.  Both will

DRAMATIC TRUTH PRESENTS
THE MYSTERY OF CHRISTMAS
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donate 15% of your purchases to Metro Lutheran Ministry.
913-931-0027
2014 MISSOURI LIFE CARAVAN BUS INFORMATION.
Jan. 21-23. Buses departing at various locations across Mis-
souri. All registration forms and payments MUST be re-
ceived by Jan. 5. The bus fare for each passenger is $130.
After Dec. 27 there will be a $15 late fee added to the origi-
nal price. lifecaravan@missourilife.org Missouri Contacts:
St. Louis – Missouri Right to Life, Easter Region 314-434-
4900; Jefferson City – Missouri Right to Life State Office
573-635-5110. 
41ST ANNIVERSARY OF ROE VS WADE RALLY. Jan. 22.
South Capitol Steps, Topeka, KS. 913-642-LIFE (5433).
41ST ANNUAL NATIONAL MARCH FOR LIFE. Jan. 22.
Washington, DC. Join us and thousands of others from
across the nation for this huge pro-life gathering in the na-
tion’s capital. www.nrlc.org
SATURDAY BREAKFAST MINISTRY. Every Saturday of
the month all through the year, MLM serves hot breakfasts
to approximately 300 hungry people at 2 Metro locations.
To volunteer to serve these people, visit our website
www.mlmkc.org, or contact Cheri Wright at 816-285-3146
or email cheriwright@mlmkc.org.

FINE ARTS
CHRISTMAS IN SONG. Through Dec. 24. Quality Hill Play-
house, 303 W. 10th St., KCMO. $32. With nearly two dozen
beautiful, dynamic and touching songs, this intimate revue
offers something for everyone of all ages and has quickly
become one of Kansas City’s favorite holiday traditions.
816-421-1700. 
A CHRISTMAS CAROL. Through Dec. 26. Spencer The-
atre, 4949 Cherry St., KCMO 64111. Kansas City’s favorite
holiday tradition returns for a 33rd season. 816-236-2700.
‘TWAS THE NIGHT BEFORE CHRISTMAS. Through Dec.
29. Theatre for Young America, 30 W. Pershing Rd., KCMO.
$9. 816-460-2083.
“RUDOLPH THE RECYCLED REINDEER.” Through Jan.
1. Martin City Melodrama, Metcalf South Shopping Center,
9601 Metcalf, OPKS. $10.99 to $13.99. 913-642-7576.
IMPRESSIONIST FRANCE: VISIONS OF NATION LE
GRAY TO MONET. Through Feb. 9. The Nelson-Atkins Mu-
seum of Art, 4525 Oak St., KCMO 64111. Experience the
pleasure and excitement of traveling through mid-19th
century France; from Paris to the countryside, the top of
Mont Blanc to the Mediterranean. Featuring 125 key paint-
ings and photographs from thirty-six major museums.
816-751-1321.
HERSHEL AND THE HANUKKAH GOBLINS.Dec. 1, 2pm;
Dec. 2 & 3, 10am. White Theatre, The Jewish Community
Center, 5801 W. 115th St., OPKS 66211. 913-327-8054.
HARRIMAN-JEWELL SERIES PRESENTS CANADIAN
BRASS HOLIDAY CONCERT WITH ORGANIST DOU-
GLAS REED.Dec. 2, 7pm. Kauffman Center for the Per-
forming Arts, 1601 Broadway Blvd., KCMO 64108.
816-415-5025.
THE MYSTERY OF CHRISTMAS.Dec. 6, 9:30am &
6:30pm, Dec. 8, 2pm & 7pm. Liberty Performing Afts The-
atre, 1600 S. Withers Rd., Liberty, MO. 
THE CITY COME AGAIN. Dec. 9, 12pm. Grace and Holy
Trinity Cathedral, Broadway at 13th St., KCMO. William
Jewell College’s gift, in words and music, to the city. 816-
415-5223.
CHRISTMAS EVE AT HILLSDALE INN. Dec. 12-14, 7pm.
Greenleaf Music & Arts, 1500 E. Kansas City Road, Olathe,
KS. $10. This family friendly God-honoring show shares the
beautiful story of that first Christmas as told by a group of
youngsters snowed in at Granny’s Bed and Breakfast. 913-
397-7071.

THE NUTCRACKER.Dec. 14, 2pm & 7pm. Liberty Per-
forming Arts Theatre, 1600 S Withers Rd., Liberty, MO. $12.
Purchase tickets at Ibsen Dance Theatre. 816-436-7277.
“STORYBOOK CHRISTMAS.”Dec. 14, 21 & 28, 11am &
2pm. Puppetry Arts Institute, 11025 E. Winner Rd., Indep.,
MO. $5. Suitable for 3 yrs and up. 816-833-9777.
CHRISTMAS MUSIC FOR BRASS AND ORGAN.Dec. 16,
7:30pm. Country Club Christian Church Sanctuary, 6101
Ward Parkway, KCMO. Free and open to the public. Featur-
ing The Kansas City Brass and David Diebold, organist.
816-333-4917.
CYT KC ANNUAL GALA EVENT. Jan. 3, 5:30pm. Intercon-
tinental Hotel Country Club Plaza, 401 Ward Parkway,
KCMO 64112. Benefits CYT. 913-681-3318

FAMILY OUTINGS
SANTA IS COMING! Dec. 5, 6-8pm, Swope Park Shelter

#2; Dec. 6, 6-8pm, Gillham Park; Dec. 7, 4-6pm, Penguin
Park; Dec. 8, 4-6pm, Longview Tract. Free and open to
the public. kcparks.org
BIG CREEEK SHOW.  Sat., 8 p.m.  110 Veteran Park-
way, Pleasant Hill, MO.  December 7th - From Shawnee
Ks., Danny Contreras, from Gladstone, Angie Bettis
Larson, and Pleasant  Hill's own J.R. Brown.  Decem-
ber 13th - The Grinch Movie with Jim Carey at Our The-
ater Tonight at 7:00 P.M. - Doors open at 6:00 - Tickets
available in advance at City Hall in Pleasant Hill for
$5.00 or at the door for $6.00.  December 14th - From
Mulberry, Mo., Bill White, Buckner's Shirley Smith, and
Tonganoxie's Country Singing Jim Winters.  December
21st - Our Big Christmas Show with Webb Cities, Duke
Mason, from Independence, Jamie Malone, and Lee's
Summit's Rex Peterson - Tickets $12.00 tonight.  De-
cember 28th - No Show this evening!  December 31st -
Big New Year's Eve. Tickets $12.00 tonight.816-524-
6856
CHRISTMAS 2013 AT THE BINGHAM-WAGGONER ES-
TATE. Through Dec. 30, walk-through tours are offered
Monday through Saturday, 10am-4pm & Sundays 1pm-
4pm; twilight tour on Sunday, Dec. 1, 4-7pm. Bingham-
Waggoner Estate, 313 W Pacific Ave., Indep., MO 64050.
Theme: “Merry and Bright”. $6/adult, $3/youth 6-16.
816-461-3491.
FRED HARVEY: THE MAN, THE BRAND, AND THE
AMERICAN WEST. Through Jan. 4. Concourse Gallery,
400 W Pershing Rd., KCMO. 866-272-6272. 
“A VERY FIFTIES CHRISTMAS.” Through Jan. 4, 1-
4pm, Mon.-Fri.; 10am-4pm, Sat. Johnson County Mu-
seum of History, 6305 Lackman Rd., Shawnee, KS 66217.
A 1950s All-Electric House is decorated for the holidays!
Rock around our aluminum Christmas tree on the
guided tour and celebrate the holidays 1950s-style! 913-
715-2550. 
SANTA CLAUS EXPRESS. Dec. 7 – 8, 14 – 15, 9 a.m., 11

a.m. 2 p.m. 4 p.m. Santa Fe Depot, 1515 High Street,
Bladwin City, KS. Hot cocoa & cookies. 913-721-1211. 
ZOOLOGICAL DISTRICT FREE DAY.Dec. 30, 9:30am-

4pm. 6800 Zoo Drive, KCMO. We are saying a BIG Thank
You to our Jackson and Clay County supporters with Zoo-
logical District Free Day! Just show your photo ID or util-
ity bill to get your free admission. 816-513-5800.
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THE KANSAS CITY PLAZA LIGHTS
COUNTRYCLUBPLAZA.COM
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Katniss Everdeen and Peeta
Mellark both won. Or so they
thought. They were declared
victors of the Hunger
Games—the highest achieve-
ment someone from one of
Panem's 12 outlying districts
could ever hope for. They be-
came instant national celebri-
ties. The Capitol, they're
promised, will take care of
them for the rest of their
lives.�
But it is the hollowest

of victories and the most
excruciating of celebra-
tions, they soon find. They
have been forced to kill for
their crowns, and the pain
and guilt of the blood on
their hands eats at them. And
every so often, they're trotted
out for the cameras like 4-H
cattle, propaganda tools for the
Capitol. 
They may have walked out of

the arena, but the Capitol took
their lives from them all the same.
And now President Snow

wants even more. ��Some viewed
their wining strategy as an act of
defiance—a finger in the eye of the
Capitol. Rebellion is brewing, and
Snow, Panem's oppressor in chief,
feels there's only one way to quell it:
Bring Katniss to heel or eliminate
her for good.�

  Thus, Snow abruptly announces a
change for the upcoming 75th Hunger
Games––for the first time ever, former
victors—those supposedly safe for life—
will return to the arena to kill again. 

  Panem's Hunger Games is predicated
on one central trait we humans all share:
a will to live. For three-quarters of a cen-
tury, the Games has played on that inborn
instinct of its contestants, and often its vic-

tors are those with the
most honed survival
ski l l s .

They are the ones who are the most ruth-
less, the ones who will do anything—lie,
cheat, kill—to make it out alive.
"Nobody decent ever wins the Games,"

Katniss admits. Good souls, like Peeta, are
often the first to be slaughtered.
But what if that instinct was shrugged

off, like a coat? What if tributes decided to
not kill one another?
To work together?
��As this game com-
mences, that's ex-
actly what happens.
These honed
killers—many of
them, anyway—
fight not one an-
other, but the
common enemy
that oppresses them, and sometimes sac-
rifice themselves in the process.
Peeta is the first to offer himself for an-

other. He makes Haymitch promise that
he'll help Katniss survive at the expense of
his own life. And Katniss, not even 45
minutes later, begs Haymitch to make the
exact same promise to her. Then, as the
"game" trundles on, we see tribute after
tribute standing firm in the gap and dying
in others' stead—usually dying for Katniss
and Peeta. They know that Katniss has be-
come a symbol of resistance. And if
Panem will ever be free of tyranny, she will
have to survive and escape.
Such sacrifice is not seen in just the

arena. Everywhere people sacrifice their
own safety and risk life and limb to sup-
port Panem's burgeoning rebellion:
What's happening in Panem is bigger and
more important than any one person,

they say.
The premise and plot of The Hunger

Games can recall for some the Church's
earliest martyrs—those who took part in
another bloody spectacle on the floor of
the Roman Colosseum. Sure, those early
Christians never marched their way to-
ward outright rebellion. They were just

trying to be true to
their God. But their
courage and sacrifice
arguably paved the
way for huge change
within the Roman
world. A century or
two later, the entire
Empire—a land that
shares some com-
monalities with fic-

tional Panem—became a Christian one.
Panem is a horrible place, and lots of hor-
rible things go on in this story about it. But
it's a dystopian country that serves as a
backdrop for both sacrifice and heroism.
None of our favorite characters want to
live in Panem any more than we would.
But in such circumstances, it's not about
regretting the times in which we live. To
quote Gandalf the Grey, it's about decid-
ing "what to do with the time that is given
to us." ��Time is indeed a huge element in
The Hunger Games: Catching Fire. We see
that everyone—and not just the trib-
utes—is living on borrowed amounts of
it. Few outside the Capitol can really be
sure they'll survive to the next sunrise. And
as each hour's danger gives way to the
next, the movie becomes a study of what
people will do with the next few moments
that they do know they have.
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MOVIES, BOOKS, MUSIC & MORE!

Find us online!1-888-FUN-YMCA
www.troutlodge.org

13528 State Hwy AA
Potosi, MO 63664

GIVE A GIFT OF TIME TOGETHER 
THIS HOLIDAY SEASON!
AT YMCA TROUT LODGE

Call or visit us online 
for more  information! 
Non-Y Members are welcome!

at YMCA Trout Lodge

DECEMBER 27-JANUARY 1

Join us for our biggest party of 
the year! If you’re looking for 
a family-friendly New Year’s 
Celebration, Trout Lodge is 
the place to be!
A spectacular magic show 
with Christian the Magician, 
party games, a reptile show, 

over Sunnen Lake and a dance 
party top off this incredible 
celebration weekend!

Rates include lodging, 
meals and most activities!

DISCOUNT PACKAGE RATES 
ARE AVAILABLE!

NEW YEAR’S
CELEBRATION!

Whatever the season, whatever the reason, Trout Lodge is the best 
place for memorable family vacations, reunions, retreats, and more!
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TESGE RACKA

moviereview
by Justin Sarachik

STARS: Jennifer Lawrence, Josh 
Hutcherson, Liam Hemsworth, Woody
Harrelson, Lenny Kravitz, Donald
Sutherland, Philip Seymour Hoffman,
Elizabeth Banks, Stanley Tucci, Sam
Claflin, Toby Jones, Jena Malone
RATING: PG-13 

‘CATCHING FIRE’ A LESSON IN SELFLESSNESS

film411
It has been an astonishing last

12 months for books on the per-
secution of Christians when there
has been such silence on the issue
for so long. 

  First came ‘Christianophobia:
A Faith Under Attack’ in late 2012;
then the more simply titled, ‘Per-
secuted: the Global Assault on
Christians’ in March of 2013; and
last month the latest and longest
of the titles so far: ‘The Global War
on Christians: Dispatches from
the Front Lines of Anti-Christian
Persecution’.

  Of the three, two are written
by journalists with little history of
reporting on the religious liberty
arena – Rupert Short writing
Christianophobia and John L
Allen Jr., penning the latest book –
as opposed to the battle hardened
trio of Paul Marshall, Leila Gilbert
and Nina Shea. 

  This is not always a fault of
course, as they bring a bug-eyed
enthusiasm to exposing statistics
and trends that others in the field
may have grown accustomed to
tolerating, but what is fascinating

Book on
persecution
opens eyes
and hearts

See BOOK page 20



It’s already here again, isn’t it? The
weather changes dramati-
cally (at least in the Mid-
west), but not as drastically
as the displays at the stores.
I mean, one minute we’re
buying candy corn and
pumpkin scented candles,
but the next we’re rushing to
grab anything pine or apple
spice. We are in the middle
of raking leaves while adver-
tisers are encouraging us to purchase snow
shovels. 

  Fortunately, we know what this season
is truly about, and I’m hopeful we can
make a point of remembering as the stress
of the marketing campaigns increase in
speed and the plans for celebration reach
a boiling point. I do love this time of year,
but have to admit that I get distracted,
even in my forties, by the pomp that
comes with it.

  Okay, enough of my own pomp…
here’s the music news for December and
the New Year!

  The Winter Jam will be coming to
Kansas City on January 31. Continuing in
bringing excellent musical acts and for a
very affordable $10, the performers for

2014 will include Lecrae, PLUMB, News-
boys, Tenth Avenue North, Thousand

Foot Krutch and American
Idol alum Colton Dixon to
name a few. This would be a
great opportunity for fans of
a whole variety of music to
enjoy. Guest speaker and
founder of the student min-
istry PULSE, Nick Hall will
present challenges to both
the leadership attending the
concert as well as the youth.
For more information,

please visit jamtour.com/home.
  Another American Idol artist will also

be performing on tour this Christmas sea-
son. As mentioned previously, Angie
Miller will be performing with multi-plat-
inum and award-winning artist Michael
W. Smith on his Christmas Tour. Contin-
uing the holiday tradition, Smith will be
performing with the Dallas Symphony
Orchestra for two nights, Dec. 9 and 10,
and Third Day has announced they will be
on tour with Smith on the Dec 5, 6 and 7
dates (Fargo, ND, Sioux Falls, SD, St. Paul,
Minn., respectively). Though the tour will
not be coming directly to this area, fans
can catch the concert in Salina, KS. Please
visit MichaelWSmith.com for more infor-

mation
  Many multi-award winning artists, in-

cluding Michael W. Smith and the News-
boys have contributed to a new collection
of songs, “My Hope,” dedicated to the
ministry of Billy Graham. The album, ti-
tled after Billy Graham’s new evangelical
special of the same title, will also feature
artists including Israel Houghton, Kari
Jobe, Matthew West, Tommy Coomes
Band, Nichole Nordeman, TobyMac, Dar-
lene Zschech, Amy Grant and Lacey
Sturm. 

  “This is such a great project,” Michael
W. Smith commented, “everyone has
come together out of our tremendous love
and respect for Billy Graham. The impact
he has had on all of us and the impact he
has had on eternity is immeasurable.”

  Lastly, let us celebrate the Blessed Gift
that God offered us over twenty centuries
ago. Thank you, and please have a won-
derful Christmas and New Year!
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musicscene

D.C.
Jeanes
Metro Voice

COME TRY OUR
Candy Cane Chill Blizzard!
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1900 SW 7 Hwy in Blue Springs
(1/2 miles south of 40 Hwy)  228-1711

14420 E. 40 Hwy
(Noland Rd. in Independence) 478-8060

Dairy Queen
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11904 Shawnee Mission Parkway, Shawnee, KS  
Ph. 913-962-5151.  Come see us! 

Winter jam coming to Kansas City
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is how similarly all three books read – they
are all essentially journalistic briefings and
round-ups of countries and regions where
persecution of Christians is rife.
Of the three, it is Allen’s that stands out

as the most comprehensive and well writ-
ten, showing a nodding acquaintance with
a far wider range of source material than
the two previous books, and bringing a
deep knowledge of Roman Catholic
sources into play, which is most welcome.
Allen uses numbers from the Center for

the Study of Global Christianity that claim
the number of Christian martyrs runs at
100,000 per year. Like most authors in the
field he starts with outrage at the unre-
ported nature of the story of Christian
persecution: “Why isn’t the whole world

abuzz with outrage
over the grotesque vi-
olations of human
rights at Me’eter [Er-
itrea]?” he asks.
Marshalling the ev-

idence, he is bold to
call the global persecu-
tion of Christians a ‘war’: “What other
word are we supposed to use? We’re talk-
ing about a massive, worldwide pattern of
violence and oppression directed against
a specific group of people, often explicitly
understood by its perpetrators as part of a
broader cultural and spiritual struggle”.
He then speculates helpfully as to why

this global ‘war’ on Christians is so under-
reported. The world at large fails to see the
story because, following French philoso-
pher and former government official Regis
Debray’s analysis, the victims are too

Christian to excite the Left and too foreign
to interest the Right.
As for the silence of Western Churches,

Allen puts it down to most Christians hav-
ing “no personal experience of persecu-
tion” and also a tendency to interpret
Christianity in purely pietistic terms, or
even “good cause fatigue”. 
The first part of the book is an excellent

round up of recent persecution incidents
and trends, region by region. He covers
Africa, Asia, Latin America, the Middle
East, and Eastern Europe with a sure-
footed and balanced overview.
Allen tackles five myths about Christian

persecution that lead to the whole phe-
nomenon being downplayed. 

Myth #1 is “…that Christians are at risk
only where they’re a minority”. Myth #2 is
“…that no one saw it coming”. Myth #3 is
“…that it’s all about Islam”. The final two
myths may be the most important, how-
ever, in delaying a groundswell of effective
outrage at the extent of anti-Christian per-
secution. One is the myth that “…it’s only
persecution if the motives are religious.”
Denial strategies are in place such that
whenever someone experiences persecu-
tion, either “they were too aggressive,” or
“it’s probably all exaggerated,” or most sig-
nificantly, “they were not hurt from a reli-
gious motive.” The final myth is “…that
anti-Christian persecution is a political
issue”.

Allen’s final section is a round up, per-
haps somewhat optimistic in tone, of the
significance and future role the whole
issue could have in terms of politics and
church life. Allen expects the persecution
of Christians to be a “signature concern”
among policy makers in the 21st century. 
It is perhaps appropriate that Allen

largely ends with the spiritual implications
of global persecution, a subject that is
talked too little about. Could a new focus
on the persecuted millions usher us into a
time of renewed Christian missionary fer-
ment, as the sharper edges of Christ’s con-
cern are shown in bold and attractive relief
by the growing hostility?
The book is kind in its tone and its

treatment of its sources, refusing to pin the
cause of the persecuted to one patch of
ideological terrain. For that reason alone,
one hopes the book will be a great success.
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Could a new focus on the persecuted millions usher us
into a time of renewed Christian missionary ferment…?

BOOK
continued from page 18
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Jim Brickman will return to the Kansas
City area with The Magic of the New Year
tour. The multi-award winning song-
writer and pianist will conclude his 17th
annual tour at the Topeka Performing Arts
Center in Topeka, Kan., December 31 at
7:30pm.
Performing along with Brickman, will

be fan-favorite vocalist Anne Cochran,

electric violinist (and all-around rocker)
Tracy Silverman, and guest vocalist Luke
McMaster (with whom Jim Brickman has
written quite a few songs). If you haven’t
experienced a Jim Brickman concert, es-
pecially during the holidays, it would be
something to check out. Along with his
beautiful piano performance and excellent
vocals and instrumentals, the show is in-
termingled with humor and fun for all
ages.

Asked about his
success, the artist was
humble. “The audi-
ence [quickly] under-
stands that I don’t
take it all that seri-
ously,” the Dove
Award-winner said in
a recent interview, “I

want the show to be like a performance in
my living room; I like funny, sardonic
stuff.”
On his last tour through the area, Brick-

man says he was excited about playing
smaller venues. When asked if that was a
focus on this tour, he said that it ultimately
landed on what venues were available this
time around.
Brickman has become the most com-

mercially successful instrumental pop pi-
anist of the last two decades. Four of his
albums have been certified gold. Overall,
he’s sold more than 7 million albums.
Brickman amassed 27 Top 40 singles on
the adult contemporary charts, including
14 Top 10 smashes. Brickman staples in-

clude “Simple Things” with Rebecca Lynn
Howard, “Peace” and “The Gift,” both with
Collin Raye and Susan Ashton, “Never
Alone” with Lady Antebellum, and “Love
of My Life” with Michael W. Smith.
But Brickman’s success hasn’t pre-

vented the artist from wowing crowds of
all sizes.
“I prefer to play someplace more inti-

mate; my objective is to connect in an
emotional way,” though he notes that it’s
not always that easy, “sometimes you don’t
have a choice.”

Jim Brickman returns to area
by D.C. Jeans

BRICKMAN



But should it have
come sooner?

The Kansas City Chiefs finally lost
their first game of the year at Denver,
then to San Diego, though they
should have probably lost sooner. 
Not scoring a touchdown in the

prior six quarters going into Denver
was an omen of things to come. The
Chiefs managed to squeak by some
weaker teams, and though they may
have put their best collective effort on
a chilly Sunday night at Mile High, it
simply wasn’t enough. 
But, kudos to the Chiefs

for their second 9-0 start,
the other coming 10 years
ago in 2003. The teams
couldn’t be more oppo-
site, as the 2003 team was
all offense and the 2013 is
all defense. The defense
gives them a slightly bet-
ter chance to win a playoff
game. 
It was the 1993 team

that had the proper bal-
ance, lead by QB Joe
Montana on offense and Derrick
Thomas and Neil Smith on defense.
That was the last time the Chiefs won
a playoff game and nearly got to the
Super Bowl.
Unfortunately for the current

team, a Joe Montana type QB is not
running this offense, and that makes
a huge difference!  Alex Smith is a
stop-gap type QB until we develop
one that can be the “Franchise QB”.  

A franchise QB can go
win games for you ,
whereas Alex Smith siply
manages” games for you.
In fact, Smith has been a
beneficiary of tremendous
defenses the last three
years, which accounts
more for his record than
his offensive prowess. 
The Chiefs still have a

chance to win their divi-
sion and should be no
worse than the best wild

card team if not. They will likely host
at least one home playoff game. The
Chiefs may even win that home play-
off game, however, they are unlikely
to reach or win the Super Bowl this
year. 
In order for the Chiefs to get to and

win the Super Bowl, they will need a
downfield passing game with a better
QB and wide receivers than they cur-
rently have. 

Rookie Tyler Bray could develop
into the type of QB they will need,
but the Chiefs will have to look off
their current roster for the right WRs.
RB Jamaal Charles will likely be on
the downswing of his career by then. 
Undoubtedly, the 2013 season has

been a surprisingly great season to
now, but there is a long ways to go.
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From childhood, all Bill Severns ever
wanted to do is play baseball. He played
in high school,  and despite being cut his
first day of practice because
of his weight, went on to play
at the University of Okla-
homa under Gene Stephen-
son, where he set several
records and played in the
College World Series four
straight years. Bill played
with the Milwaukee Brewers’
Triple-A Vancouver team
alongside Royals Manager
Ned Yost. He also coached
kids of all ages in his beloved game for
over two decades. 

  But it is Bill’s faith he discovered in
college, where he became co-captain and

president of the OU Fellowship of Chris-
tian Athletes, his family, and and his
journey in coaching that defines him. Bill

is known as a “community
coach”-where kids weren’t
cut because maybe they
lacked adequate skills,
where they weren’t yelled at
and berated for errors, but
were allowed to continue to
participate because it wasn’t
about winning, but about
developing and influencing
young lives. 
The odds that most of

them would ever play in the major
leagues, or even stick with baseball, were
always slim. Many opted for other sports,
or theater, or more academic-based pur-

suits. And Bill says that’s O.K. It certainly
wasn’t because of Bill’s coaching style. He
says they have to be allowed to be who
God has created them uniquely to be, not
who a parent or a coach wants them to
be. Otherwise they will end up burned
out. 

  One day, while coaching a game, and

wondering what came next in his base-
ball journey, Bill saw a father so vehe-
mently berate the man’s son for making
an error that it greatly affected the boy’s
confidence as the game went on. For the
first time in 23 years of coaching, Bill

called the father out on his unnecessary
actions, and also decided the next step in
his own journey was to write books that
could help teach parents and kids the
right approach to baseball, other sports
and life. There have been enough sports
personalities who have helped with
Keepers Of The Sandlot and The Sandlot
Strategy that you know Bill Severns has,
with his books and his ministry Keepers
Of The Sandlot ( www.keepersofthe-
sandlot.com ) hit what Joe White of
Kanukuk Ministries in Branson, calls “a
grand slam!”. 

  Bill’s approach to baseball, the books,
both past and future, being a husband to
Suzanne, father to Matthew, Sarah, Drew
and Will, and grandfather to eight grand-
children, is to do it all by what God’s
word says in his “life verses” of Psalms
37:4,5. He knows that it’s not about him,
or anything he has done, but about the
lives that God uses him and his ministry
to make a difference in. Faith, family and
baseball is Bill’s recipe for success.

Metro Voice is proud to introduce our new monthly sports section! Sports fans young and old can now look forward to monthly columns including pro-
files on present and past high school, college and pro players, coverage of recently held sports clinics, tournaments and or/fundraisers. Monthly
schedules for your favorite teams, recognition of recent notable accomplishments by various sports organizations, fantasy sports coverage, tips and
more. But most importantly, all this comes from writers and about players and teams that share their faith in the process! We hope you enjoy this new
monthly feature, and will give us your feedback along the way, so we can always strive to provide Metro Voice readers the very best faith-centered
sports coverage! 

Bill Severns-teaching generations to be keepers of their Sandlots

JOHN LOSH II

Has the Chief ’s luck run out?

TIM 
BLACO

But it is Bill’s faith he discovered in college, where he
became co-captain and president of the OU Fellowship
of Christian Athletes, his family, and and his journey in

coaching that defines him. 

It was the 1993 team that
had the proper balance,

lead by QB Joe Montana on
offense and Derrick

Thomas and Neil Smith on
defense. That was the last

time the Chiefs won a
playoff game and nearly
got to the Super Bowl.



LAWN CRYPT for two at Mt. Moriah
available from original owner. Includes
both final closings. Current price: $7590.
Accepting best offer. Mr. Post 816 331-
0113.
ENROLLMENT IS NOW OPEN AT
CHRISTIAN ACADEMY AND COLLEGE.
For a free packet of information call 816-
356-6380, email: info@heartofameri-
caministires.com or visit our web site at:
http://www.heartofamericaministries.co

m/heart.php OUR CHRISTIAN ACADEMY
is a great school for boys and girls, Pre-
school through 12th grade. We provide
the most quality education in a safe, lov-
ing Christian environment which is con-
ducive to learning. OUR BIBLE COLLEGE
is training Christian Workers, both Pas-
tors and Laymen, to serve as leaders in
the Kingdom of God both locally, nation-
ally and internationally. Students may
participate by attend resident classes as

well as taking Correspondent/Online
Courses. 
HELP WANTED: Local Manufacturing
and Distribution Company is looking for
motivated individuals to work in the
South Kansas City/Belton/Harrisonville
area.Hours: 36-48 hours weekly (12 hour
shifts: 3-4 days per week) Overtime:
weekly, All Shifts Available. Pay: up to
$11.25/hr. Call 816.380.1713 for more in-
formation or apply at
www.workatfocus.com
FOR SALE Beautiful 4-Bedroom Home
FSBO - $229,900 / 816-830-3782. 509
Fairway Road, Belton, MO, 4 br, 3.5
baths, Family Room with custom enter-
tainment center, kitchenette. $5,000 off
of original asking price by mentioning
this ad. www.forsalebyowner.com
AARON’S GUITAR SCHOOL Learn gui-
tar in a Christian setting. All ages. All
styles. Acoustic or Electric. www.aarons-

guitar-school.com 913-708-2985
AVAILABLE FOR CHURCH CHILDCARE
FOR SPECIAL EVENTS OR BIBLE
STUDY. GENERAL CLEAING. References
available. Stay at home Mom. 816-322-
3345 or 816-769-8593. 
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DINING/SMOKE FREE: The Big Biscuit;
16506 East 40 Hwy. Independence, MO •
(816)478-6958 Mon.-Sat. 6:30am-2:30pm •
Sun. 7:30am-2:30pm Smoke Free/Family
Friendly Every Wed. Seniors-20% OFF ·
Black Angus Burgers · Sandwiches · Spe-
cials · Salads · Breakfast All Day

COMPUTERS REPAIR/MAINTENANCE:
Wellspring Computer Services - Gary John-
son, owner - cell 913-205-9718; www.well-
spring4you.com. Virus removal, wireless
and ethernet network setup, memory and
component upgrades, operating system
reinstallations, remote support options
available. Servicing Windows XP, Windows
Vista and limited Mac support. 

FAMILY, CRIMINAL AND PERSONAL IN-
JURY LAW: The Kelly Law Firm, Melissa
Kelly Schroeder, representing Kansas and
Missouri clients. As you turn to your faith
for guidance, turn to our firm for your legal
needs. For honest and effective represen-
tation call 913-451-1119. See also
www.thekellylawfirm.com

GUITAR LESSONS: Aaron's Guitar School.
9502 Outlook Dr., Overland Park, KS
66207www.aarons-guitar-school.com 913-
708-2985

RENTAL:Accent Rentals – 205 E. 13th
Ave.North Kansas City • 816-471-2522. We
can help make your special event a suc-
cess. We supply canopies, tents, tables,
chairs, linens, flatware, china, silver, glass-
ware, dance floors, staging, booths, back-
drops and astroturf. 

business &professional

Place your classifed ad with the Metro Voice! Call today: 816.524.4522

“Pray for Our
Nation”

Pick up a FREE bumper sticker 
at Beacon Bible Books in Belton or 

Tree of Life in Independence!

cent), and even atheists (55 percent) celebrate Christmas along with 97
percent of Christians.
Overall, married adults, people with children under 17 and individuals

who are older than 30 are more likely to celebrate Christmas than their
counterparts, though the differences in percentages are minimal.
“There’s a reason that Christmas themes dominate television, stores

and neighborhoods come the end of November,” said Scott McConnell,
director of LifeWay Research. “Nearly every American celebrates the hol-
iday in some form or fashion.”
Once it was determined who is celebrating Christmas, the survey

turned to how Americans are celebrating. LifeWay Research uncovered a
gap, even among Christians, between the religious emphasis of the holiday
and the merry, family-focused traditions.

  In fact, 81 percent put family first at Christmas, agreeing, strongly or
somewhat, with the statement, “Family traditions are the most important
part of Christmas to me.”
“There is no question that Americans celebrate the Christmas holiday,

although many institutions shy away from using the words ‘Merry Christ-
mas’ so as to not offend the 9 percent who do not,” said Ed Stetzer, pres-
ident of LifeWay Research. “But a closer look at how they celebrate reveals
that it typically revolves around family and that Christ-centered elements
are not as common. For many in our culture, the season is disconnected
from the reason. For many of those, family is the reason for the season.”
Among a list of 14 things people do at Christmas, giving gifts to family

members is the most common activity at
89 percent. Additionally, more than three
out of four households report they gather
with family or friends for a Christmas meal
(86 percent), put up a Christmas tree (80
percent), listen to Christmas music (79 per-
cent), and decorate their homes (77 per-
cent).
Christians are actually among the most

likely to enjoy elements of the Christmas
season not related to Jesus’ birth, with 66 percent saying they watch fic-
tional Christmas movies, as compared to half of agnostics or those with
no preference, and less than half of atheists and Americans of other reli-
gions.
Gift giving is also most popular among Christians, 94 percent of whom

say they give gifts to family members. This affinity for giving gifts perhaps
points to why Christians are also most likely to encourage belief in Santa
Claus. Overall, a little more than one-third of households (38 percent)
encourage belief in Santa, compared to 42 percent of Christian house-
holds. Just 27 percent of agnostics or those without a religious preference,
22 percent of those claiming other religions, and 18 percent of atheists
encourage belief in Santa Claus.
Encouraging belief in Jesus as Savior is actually more common among

all Americans, at 58 percent, than encouraging belief in Santa. In fact,
more than three-quarters agree, 62 percent strongly, with the statement,
“I believe Jesus is the reason for the Christmas season,” and 59 percent
strongly agree that “Mary was a virgin when she gave birth to Jesus
Christ.”
“That’s good news, but it is not the whole story,” Stetzer said, pointing

out that 38 percent encourage belief in Santa Claus yet only 28 percent
read or tell the Christmas story from the Bible.
“Acknowledging the source of Christmas is widespread, but telling the

story is not. Christians should do both and share that with others,” Stetzer
explained.
Though a majority encourage belief in Christ at Christmastime, 67

percent of Americans say that, “Many of the things I enjoy during the
Christmas season have nothing to do with the birth of Jesus Christ.”
“Americans give Jesus a head nod at Christmas but spend most of the

season pleasing their eyes, ears and taste buds with decorations, music
and meals,” McConnell said. “Many celebrate Christmas the way most
have celebrated Halloween – the fun traditions without sharing the reli-
gious significance.”
Still, nearly half of all households do attend special church services on

Christmas Eve or Christmas, including 2 percent of atheists, 9 percent of
agnostics or those with no religious preference, and 22 percent of those
claiming other religions.
“Churches often look forward to some of their largest attendance of

the year at Christmas week services, and 47 percent of Americans say their
household typically attends such church services,” Stetzer pointed out. “It
may not be a huge percentage, but the survey suggests that Christmas
does provide an opportunity for churches to reach typically unchurched
individuals.
"Christians can often get distracted during Christmas and completely

overlook the opportunity to represent Christ to their neighbors,” Stetzer
continued. “Believers can and should put Christ first in our Christmas
celebrations and then represent Him to a world in need of the biblical
understanding of ‘peace on earth.’

ATHEISTS
continued from page 1



During the 1800s, Christmas in Amer-
ica was primarily a time for feasting,
going to church and giving to the poor
and needy. 
Giving small gifts to children was oc-

casionally included in the celebration, but
it was considered of secondary impor-
tance.
Then, in the prosperity of the 1950s,

expensive gifts, giving more than one gift
per person, giving gifts to adults as well as
to children, and a month-long shopping
season became prevalent. 
Today, the hurry and scurry of shop-

ping, spending overshadows the rich
meaning from some of our oldest Chris-
tian Christian traditions.

nChristmas should be a time of fam-
ily togetherness, sharing in the needs of
others -- not an occasion for anxiety and
stress.
Christmas today is a far cry from the

tranquil manger scene that welcomed
Christ into the world some 2,000 years
ago. Consider the contrasts of:

n The solitude of the manger versus
today's Christmas rush. 

nGod's mercy in sending His son ver-
sus the rude selfishness of holiday shop-
pers.

n The free gift of salvation versus the
forced giving of commercialization.

nAdoration of the newborn King ver-
sus commitments that distract us from
worship.

n The joyful anticipation of the shep-
herds versus the dread of the holiday
hoopla. 
Certainly, no Christian intentionally

seeks to lose the significance of the
Christmas season and its important traid-
ions, but the excesses of gift-giving often
drains Christians of their joy. This is
especially true when trying to combine
added obligations of the season with
being gracious, sensitive, creative, com-
passionate and caring -- and trying to
have enough money left after Christmas
to be able to buy groceries in January. 

Unfortunately, for some, this holy sea-
son has become a gift-buying marathon.
Some Christians go into debt to buy
costly gifts they can't afford and their
families don't need. Often, families spend
hundreds of dollars more than they spent
the previous year – resulting in debt,
stress and worry.
We need to shift our emphasis from

the shopping cart back to the manger as
the reason for the season. Christmas isn't
the time to throw caution to the wind and
allow a well-meaning generous spirit to
dictate spending. 
Instead, it's the time to honor the One

whose birthday we celebrate and be good
financial stewards of all He has entrusted
to us.
Exchanging meaningful, well-planned

presents with friends and relatives can be
an important part of Christmas; but we
should never let ourselves feel pressured
into buying gifts we can't afford under the
guise of showing love for others. 
Personalize a holiday spending budget

that fits your family's finances, keep track
of all purchases and be committed to
spend no more than the amount bud-
geted.

  But most importantly, remember that
each Christams tradition from the tree to
the garland to the simple gift has spiritual

significance.
  Have a family service project and

purchase food or toys for needy families.
Commit to give at least a tithe from the
amount you've budget for Christmas to
needy causes and for the spread of the
Gospel (see Matthew 25:34-40). 

As this Christmas season draws near,
remember that Christmas gift purchases
and gift giving should not overshadow
the true meaning of our celebration. 
There's nothing wrong with giving

gifts at Christmas. Just be careful not to
indulge, and don't divert your attention

from Christ to material things.
If Christians are to reclaim the holiday,

it must start in our own homes.
––Howard Dayton is co-founder of

Crown Financial Ministries and the cur-
rent host of Crown's radio program,
"Money Matters."

dale’a, and a subsequent translation–the Geneva Bible.              
Today, the intrepid seeker of a Bible has many translations

to choose from.  Why the need for so many different transla-
tions?  It is because the English language has evolved,  and will
continue to evolve rendering even the newest translations of
today obsolete in future years.  For example, take a look at
James 5:11 in which we are told “the Lord is very pitiful”.  Is
the Lord pitiful?  In the days of King James, He was, because
it meant “one who has pity on others”.  Every few years thou-
sands of new words enter into the English language causing
new translations to utilize verbiage that will accurately com-
municate the intended meaning of the authors.  Nowhere is
there a better example than in Isaiah 10:15-19 in which the
King James version virtually is incomprehensible to today’s
reader.  Take a look at some excerpts from these verses:

“Should the axe boast itself against him… As if the rod
should shake itself against them. “ The Lord will send among
his fat ones leanness...And consume the glory of his forest...”
Now look at the same verses in the New Living Translation

in which it is clear who the Lord is speaking to, and what He
is going to do.

“Listen, King of Assyria, because of your boasting, I will
send a plague among your proud troops. … Your army is like
a forest, yet it will be destroyed”. 
In your search, determine if you want a translation that is

primarily used by your church of choice or simply a Parallel
Bible in which several translations are side by side, and see
which is most understandable to you.

  Whether you choose the KJV for its rich and colorful lan-
guage, or other newer translations which more closely ap-
proximate our language of today, is a matter of personal
choice.
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BIBLES
continued from page 12

TRADITIONS
continued from page 1

Woodside Village will be a mixed-use
development with a grocery and other
retail, office space and apartments.
Youthfront, though, intends to stay in

the same location, according to Topher
Philgreen, Youthfront’s chief operating
officer. The organization has moved to
temporary headquarters a couple of
blocks north at 45th and Rainbow but
will have offices in Woodside Village
when the development is complete.
Philgreen says its youth ministry pro-

grams have changed over the years and

the large building, with its full television
studio and 1,500 seat auditorium, was
no longer necessary and had become ex-
pensive to maintain. 
The first building at the site went up

in 1952 and the current structure was
built in five stages. The auditorium was
added in 1966 and the TV studio in
1978. The television operation was sold
in 1997.
The first event held by Kansas City

Youth for Christ, the forerunner of
Youthfront, was held in 1943 when it was
founded by Al Metsker. His son, Ronnie
Metsker, took over in the late 1980s and
headed the organization until his retire-

ment a few years ago.
Youthfront started, Philgreen said,

when no full-time youth ministers
served the metro. Now, more than 700
full and part-time youth ministers serve
at churches within a two-hour drive and
part of the mission is to support local
churches in their youth programs.
Today, Youthfront has two camps in
Kansas, a facility in the Argentine neigh-
borhood of KCK and a mission in Mex-
ico.
At one time, the Saturday night youth

rallies in the auditorium would draw
nearly a full house, according to
Philgreen. Now, it is easier to have youth
events at facilities around the metro
rather than bring them to a central site.

The sale caused one local Christian tra-
dition, Dramatic Truth School of the
Art’s “Mystery of Christmas” Nut-
cracker, to move to auditorium space in
Liberty after 10 years of being held in the
Youth For Christ auditorium.
The building has a full kitchen and of-

fice furnishings. Auctioneer Dennis
Wendt said it was an unusual offering
with items rarely seen for sale. Anything
that can be hauled out was sold, with
buyer having only a week or so to re-
move it, Wendt said (no sweat, those
1,450 chairs aren’t bolted down).
–Dan Blom writes for the Prarie Village

Post

YOUTHFRONT
continued from page 1

Quick Guide for Choosing a Bible

Is that all?   Once, you’ve determined the trans-
lation that is most comfortable to you,
you can decide on exactly what your
needs are.  Here’s a quick rundown.

REFERENCE BIBLE: This is a Bible that
along with scripture, gives you various
references to other verses which give
insight into your particular verses you
are reading.

STUDY BIBLE: Study Bibles aid in giving
expert commentary to various verses
on historical context, customs, or addi-
tional insight into the verses being
studied.

STUDY and REFERENCE BIBLES: Have
both references and commentaries.

QUEST STUDY BIBLES:A great favorite as
a study bible.  It doesn’t have commen-
tary, but has questions and answers on
each page of scriptures you read.  A
great teaching resource.

CRONILOGICAL BIBLES:Give the events
in the order that they occurred.

DAILY READING BIBLES: Planned reading
for each day, enabling the reader to
read the entire bible within one year.

DEVOTIONAL BIBLES: These Bibles along
with the scriptures, give daily devotion-

als that are relevant to the particular
verses being read.

PARALLEL BIBLES:Give 2-4 different
translations side by side to compare

GIANT PRINT BIBLES:Have enhanced
script for individuals who have diffi-
culty reading smaller print.

INDEXED BIBLES: These Bibles have in-
dexed cutouts which enable the reader
to easily find a particular book or pas-
sage.

YOUTH BIBLES: Today’s Bibles are age
appropriate, and geared to the age of
the reader, often with life principles.

ILLUSTRATED BIBLES: Scriptures come
alive with illustrated versions which
portray the scenes of the Bible stories
along with the scriptures.

RECOVERY BIBLES: A Bible with an em-
phasis on aiding addictions.

AMPLIFIED BIBLES:An expanded or am-
plified translation which may give clar-
ifying meanings from the original
languages. Often with alternative words
which might give deeper insight.

  This is just a sample of the many
diverse versions of the Bible that are
available.   But whatever Bible is se-
lected, it must be diligently read

through out the individual’s life, so not
only can you determine the will of God
for your life, but His word can “live”
within you. 

Some recommendations
For the vision impaired: Super Giant Print
and Giant Print
For the Bible student: A Life Application
Study Bible ( NIV, NLT, or KJV)
For Men and Women, ( esp women): A
Quest Bible (Questions and answers on
each page of scripture)
Recommended as most readable: New Liv-
ing Translation
For Teen Boys:NIV Revolution Bible (age
appropriate notes and thoughts), Action
Bible–Knockout graphic design
For Teen Girls: Youth Quest Bible (Age
appropriate questions and answers),
teen Bibles.
8-12 Yrs: NIV Study Bible, Adventure
Bible, Veggie Tale Bible             
Children:The Beginners Bible, Jesus Sto-
rybook Bible

[Editor’s Note: And don’t forget. You can
buy Bibles online but there is something
about holding a Bible in your hand, feeling
the texture of the paper, the size of the text
and weight of the book that you just don’t
experience on Amazon. Your local Chris-
tian bookstore owner has a depth of
knowledge that you should use.]

���
�������	�
�������
CHIROPRACTOR & ACUPUNCTURE

2333 S. State Route 291 • Independence, MO 64057 • 816-810-3360

• Acupuncture
• DOT Physicals
• Taxi Physicals
• School Physicals
• Drug Screens

• Draw Blood
• Nutritional Consultations

• Reasonable Rates
• 30+ Years Experience
• By Appointment

Billy Graham, seated center, with
Al Metsker standing behind him at
Youth For Christ in KC.
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