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Sermon’s message has people talkingUnder your skin

A Belton congregation wants to
get under your skin. LifeQuest
Church says they’re seeing outside
the box with a new fundraiser titled
“Generously Inked.” 
The church is holding a drawing

for two professional tattoos valued at
$300 each, according to Mylissa Rus-
sell, Community Transformation Di-
rector. 
LifeQuest hopes to raise at a min-

imum of $10,000 from the Gener-
ously Inked project to include in the
church capital campaign. Ten percent
of funds raised in the campaign will
go to missions.
“The project is teaching us gen-

erosity with our time, money, and
commitments to see people reached
with the Gospel of Jesus Christ,” adds
Russell.

Pastor Greg Laurie, the lead pastor at
Harvest Church in Riverside, Calif., shared
in August about four spiritual awakenings
America has seen in its history and rea-
soned whether America can have another
revival in our time, based on the message
of the Book of Jonah. The message is
sparking the imagination of Christians
who come across it on the Internet.
  Jonah is “a story about one of the

largest spiritual awakenings in human his-
tory… a story of the revival of one of the
wickedest cities ever, the city of Nineveh,”
Laurie said one Sunday as he began his
message titled, “Revival in our time?”
  The people of Nineveh were “leg-

endary for their cruelty,” the pastor said.
They were known for being savage; they
would take boys and girls and burn them
alive, torture adults, and behead people.

  Nineveh was the capital of Assyria,
which had ruled the world for 200 years
and had the strongest military power at
the time. However, a greater military
power, Babylon, was about to take over.
  “The days of this nation were num-

bered,” Laurie said, adding that the days of

every nation are numbered. And that’s
true also for the United States of America.
  “We know the judgment is coming.

We cannot say we will pray a prayer that
will avert the judgment of God.” We know
that the United States will no longer be the
superpower, he said. But let’s wish we have
one more spiritual awakening for the
United States of America, “or maybe two
or three” before that happens. And that
should be our prayer, the pastor said.
  “If God can bring a mighty revival in

Nineveh with no better representative
than Jonah, and no more Gospel than he
preached, certainly God can do the same
for the United States,” he said.
  Revival starts with you; “it starts with

me,” Laurie said. “Nothing can happen
through me until it happens to me.”
  Laurie marvelled that the people of

Nineveh turned to God through a simple

Greg Laurie talks about possible revival in the United States and how God brings it about.

by CPNews
by Dwight Widaman

See REVIVAL page 23

localnews
Second Petition Revs
Up in Johnson County

A second citizens' grand jury petition re-
lated to the Overland Park arboretum’s "sex-
ting" statue is being launched in Johnson
County, Kan.

Petition backers contend that the first ef-
fort was subverted with the appearance of a
"wink and nod" from county to city govern-
ment. 

  “The nearly 5,000 petition signers were
handled and denied justice
as not one of the fourteen
petition witness were al-
lowed to testify,” says Phillip
Cosby with the American
Family Association of Kansas
and Missouri.  “Shockingly,

the first grand jury was empaneled and dis-
missed after only a few hours, despite the
law allowing for up to 90 days for investiga-
tion and hearing.”

Subsequently the 2013 Kansas state legis-
lature, in spite of objections from the District
Attorneys Association, did concur with AFA-
KSMO and revived the original watchdog role
of the Citizens Grand Jury process. The Kan.
legislature passed into law, by a super ma-
jority and bi-partisan vote, multiple safe-
guards to insure a more independent, robust
Citizen's Grand Jury investigative process, in-
sulated from government mischief. 

  For more information visit afa-ksmo.net.

Our search began five
years ago, when I was
praying for God to unite
my husband Toby’s
heart with my own on
adoption or take away
my desire to adopt.  We
already had two children
biologically.  I was so
eager to go find our
“missing child” through
international adoption
and, well, I was really an-
noying my husband.  

My desperate prayer
at that time was for God
to change Toby’s heart
or change mine, be-
cause not being on the
same page was agony.  

All that praying paid
off when he finally
agreed to begin the
steps with an interna-
tional agency.  We were
going to adopt from
Ethiopia.   I was thrilled!   

Toby and I  began 
the paperwork in April 

Answered Prayers

See ADOPTION page 6
By  Melissa Sutherland

My story of changed hearts
and  saved lives 

See Page 6 for Our 2013 Adoption and Foster Care Guide. 

Greg Laurie preaches on revival
in America on Sunday, August
11, 2013, in Southern California.

Cosby
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Collection week for Operation Christ-
mas Child is fast approaching as churches
across the area gear up for another huge
response. National Collection Week is No-
vember 18-25.  Last year, 55,102 shoeboxes
were collected in the Kansas City metro.
This year the KC team has a goal of 60,612
shoeboxes from the 33 drop off locations
around the city.

  Beckye Steele has been a Kansas City
Operation Christmas Child volunteer for

ten years.  She also had the opportunity to
go on a distribution trip to Panama in
2007.  “My favorite memory was taking
pictures of the children with our digital
cameras and showing their picture back to
them.  None of these particular children
had ever seen a picture of themselves.  And
then all the many hugs and kids running
after our bus throwing us kisses and
shouting just one more thank you.  I will
never forget those days.” 

  “If you have NEVER packed a shoe

October 17-19, Mothers of Preschool-
ers (MOPS) will host 3,000 moms at
MOMcon –the MOPS International Con-
vention at the Kansas City Convention
Center. Over 3,000 are expected to attend.

  MOPS International is a grassroots
mom-run ministry that for 40 years has
partnered with churches to support moms
in their local communities.

  “Mothering is important, and MOPS
exists to give hope and encouragement to

moms – because better moms make a bet-
ter world,” states Liz Sagasser, Marketing
& PR Coordinator with MOPS Interna-
tional, Inc.

  Sagaser says the organization is well-
grounded in the  Kansas City area “mom
community” but also continues to expand
with many chapters across Kansas and
Missouri. 

  MOPS recently announced the addi-
tion of Bethany Ramse, their first KC
Metro MOPS Regional Outreach Repre-

sentative.
  “I am very excited about this position

because I have a passion for helping
churches grow stronger in their outreach
efforts, and helping them realize how they
can impact their neighborhood and com-
munity for the Lord,” Ramse told the
Metro Voice.

  “Often churches have a heart for out-
reach, but don’t know how to get started,
or how to meet the needs of young fami-
lies. They’re not sure how to reach out and
make connections on a practical level. This
is where I can serve, and I am most excited
about this aspect of my work.” 

  For the past five years Ramse has
worked as the director of outreach and ed-
ucation for a medium-sized urban church
near Minneapolis. Because her church
hosted a preschool, Bethany was acutely
aware of the unique needs of young fam-
ilies and the church’s desire to meet those
needs. 

  Ramse says she has asked the same
questions of herself and her ministry team
that many pastors and churches ask:
“What do we do to serve young families,
and to encourage parents? How do we
connect with our community in a way
that builds relationships, walks alongside
of them, and introduces them to Jesus?” 
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Saturday, Nov. 23 •  9 - 3 pm

Limited 
Seating

SSEEMMIINNAARR

Pastors, learn how to protect yourself and your congregation 
from IRS penalties, how to avoid liability lawsuits, plus info on
allowances, insurance, and properly documenting your actions.
The seminar will be presented by an experienced panel of

experts in accounting, administration, education, and ministry.
Cost is $150 per person and you will earn three semester hours
of college credit, or you may audit the seminar for a small fee.

Please contact us to enroll, or for more information.

MOPS expands in KC area, hosts conference
33,975 WOMEN SEARCH MONTHLY LOCAL MOPS GROUPS

See MOPS page 12Ramse, right, meets with Brent Howard, a local Christian education director.

by Dwight Widaman

by Dwight Widaman

BREAK OUT THE SHOEBOXES!

See BOXES page 12

Volunteers with Colonial Baptist Church in Overland Park



John MacArthur, pastor-teacher of
Grace Community Church in Sun Val-
ley, Calif., will be the guest lecturer dur-
ing the first annual Charles Spurgeon
Lectures on Biblical Preaching at Mid-
western Baptist Theological on Oct. 29
& 30 at 10 a.m. 
  “The name John MacArthur is syn-

onymous with biblical exposition, thus
it brings me great joy to host Dr.
MacArthur for Midwestern Seminary’s
first annual Charles Spurgeon Lectures
on Biblical Preaching,” said Jason K.
Allen, president of Midwestern Semi-
nary.
  Midwestern Seminary owns Charles

H. Spurgeon’s personal library, and de-
sires to lead the way in training the next
generation of ministers in Spurgeon’s

legacy. “As owners of the Charles Spur-
geon Library, Midwestern enjoys a sin-
gular stewardship to our students, our
denomination, and the church at large,”
Allen said. “Hosting
the Charles Spurgeon
Lectures on Biblical
Preaching is one
more way to further
this stewardship, bet-
ter equip preachers
and gospel ministers,
and fulfill our mis-
sion to exist for the church.”
  The Spurgeon Lectures are free and

open to the public. The Seminary is lo-
cated on 5001 North Oak Trafficway in
Kansas City, MO.
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Midwestern to host Dr. MacArthur

MacArthur

Pope Francis has lashed out at what he
called the scandal of “airport bishops”,
urging his peers and other pastors leaders
to remain rooted in their communities
and spend less time seeking the spotlight.
“You are betrothed to your community,

deeply bound to it. I am asking you, please,
to remain among your people,” the pope
said at an audience of new bishops from
around the world.
“You must stay, stay! Avoid the scandal

of airport bishops,” he said.
Bishops are often invited to attend in-

ternational seminars and conferences but
Francis voiced his indignation at reports

of bishops who could never make time for
their own flock.
“Careerism is a cancer,” the pontiff said,

adding that some bishops trying to raise
the profile of their diocese
reminded him of those
men “who are constantly
looking at other women
more beautiful than their
own.”
“Be welcoming pastors...

journeying with your peo-
ple,” he said, urging the new bishops to
keep their door open and phone close at
hand.

Shepherds must focus on flock
POPE TO PASTORS:  AVOID SPOTLIGHT

Francis

For the seventh consecutive year at Wyoming Catholic College (WCC), a requirement
for admission is that students surrender their cell phones for the entire semester, Campus
Reform reported. The policy was enacted in 2007, when the school opened, to encourage
traditional forms of communication between students and faculty.

  “The reason we have the rules is to uphold a certain type of community that is con-
ducive in growing in mind, body, and spirit,” WCC dean of students Jonathan Tonkowich
told Campus Reform. “We don’t think that cell-phones are this evil thing.”

  Prospective students are informed of all school policies during the admission process
so none come as a surprise. In his four years at the school, Tonkowich said he has seen
two violations of the cell phone policy, which results in community service.

  The no-phone requirement does not seem to be inhibiting enrollment. Since 2007,
the college has experienced a growth rate of 300 percent––enviable by any standard––
even with a yearly cost of over $27,000.

Counter Culture
NO CELL PHONE? NO PROBLEM!

see PHONES on page 23

Education Comes Home in China
(WNS)—Chinese parents concerned with structure in government

schools are starting a new but fast-growing trend in Chinese edu-
cation. About 2,000 Chinese parents now teach their children at
home, according to a survey of about 18,000 parents who have ex-
pressed interest in homeschooling.   More than half of the home-
schooling parents told the Education Research Institute, a
Beijing-based NGO, they made the choice because of the teaching
philosophy in Chinese public schools. The traditional structure is
extremely rigid, and depends heavily on memorization, standard-
ized testing, and long school days.   Zhang Qiaofeng, a dad who re-
cently started a private school to teach his son Hongwu and a few
other children, told Agence France-Presse, “China’s education sys-
tem has special problems. I want my son to receive a style of edu-
cation which is much more participative, not just the teacher talking
while students listen. Most of my son’s time is set aside for following
his interests, or playing.”   Homeschooling is technically illegal in
China, but it is starting to gain acceptance, in part due to the influ-
ence of a popular fairy-tale author and homeschooling dad, Zheng
Yuanjie.

Wycliffe Evacuates Central African 
  (WNS)—International groups and mission organizations, includ-

ing Bible translation teams working in the  Central African Republic,
are fleeing the troubled nation as escalating fighting threatens ex-
patriate staff. Wycliffe Associates decided to evacuate its foreign
workers this month after fighters looted and pillaged its team’s
work.   Violence in the Central African Republic (CAR) escalated
Sept.8 as clashes between the current president’s forces and alleged
supporters of ousted President Francois Bozize killed nearly 100
people.�

Hispanic churches are determined
to increase biblical literacy

  Sammy Rodriguez heads the National Hispanic Christian Lead-
ership Conference, which joined with the American Bible Society
and Barna Research in a study that revealed that only eight percent

of Hispanics are regularly engaged with
reading and study of scripture. (See ear-
lier story)

“Without a doubt we have a
critical situation at hand,” says Ro-
driguez, noting that Hispanic-Americans
are the fastest growing religious demo-
graphic in the U.S.

“What does that speak to as it per-
tains to the future of American Christi-
anity and the long-term sustainability
and viability of our faith?” he asks.

  The 40,000-plus churches in the Conference are committed to
turning that around, explains the pastor, by setting a goal to “flip
this” by 2020.

  “What does that mean? We want to see 92 percent of Hispanic-
Americans engaged on a daily basis with the Word of God, not only
reading the Word of God but living out the Word of God - and that’s
our goal,” he explains.

  In the six months since the survey was released, the participat-
ing organizations have developed resources for pastors and
churches – devotionals, sermon outlines, promotional posters and
more – to help motivate their congregations to accomplish its 2020
goal. 

newsbriefs

Rodrequez
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Open 
Enrollment
for Health
Reform is

HERE.
Will you have to
pay a penalty?

Are you eligible for
a subsidy?

Mark Withrow 
Health Insurance Broker

913-491-5200

The Kansas chapter of Concerned
Women for America is without a leader
after the recent retirement of State Di-
rector Judy Smith. Smith, who had vol-
unteered in the position for 16 years,
says she felt God calling her in a different

direction.
Smith is encour-

aged by the success of the
past legislative session but
sees troubling times
ahead.

“What an exhila-
rating feeling to have had

a small part in achieving some protec-
tion for the unborn, protection for
women and children from those who
exploit them, and several years before,
helping to pass the marriage amend-
ment to the Kansas Constitution.”
  Smith says there is much left to do

and she calls on Kansas residents to step
up and get involved. 
  “CWA remains the greatest issues

advocacy organization in our nation be-
cause it not only prepares us to engage
in the cultural battles, it recognizes that
prayer is our secret weapon in the spir-
itual warfare that is driving the cultural
battles,” she said.
Smith says she and other CWA mem-

bers are praying that God would speak
to and prepare another person’s heart to
take over as state director. 
She says whomever that person is will

be blessed beyond measure in knowing
they are doing something very impor-
tant.
  “I have counted it as a great privilege

to be a part of God’s call and to serve the
great people of Kansas.“
  If you feel you are that person, you

may contact Judy at
jsmithcwfa@kc.rr.com.

Longtime director of Kansas CWA retires
by Dwight Widaman

Smith

Lenexa Baptist Church will host a Mis-
sions Conference October 20-21 and in-
vites the public to attend.

  The event is designed to inspire and
encourage anyone passionate about mis-
sions and church planting. Under the
leadership of Senior Pastor Steve Dighton,
the church has grown from a church plant
to thriving body of believers planting
other campuses in the Kansas City area.
LBC is designated as a “send” church by
the North American Mission Board of the
Southern Baptist Convention to help ac-

complish the goal of plant-
ing new works in our re-
gion. 
Special guests include

Gracia Burnham, noted
missionary and author; Dr.
Ronnie Floyd, the Senior

Pastor of Crosschurch; a multi-campus
ministry based in Springdale, Arkansas;
Dr. Tom Elliff, President of the Interna-
tional Mission Board of the Southern
Baptist Convention; William E.G. Thomas
– International Vice President of the

Gideons International; Aaron Coe – Vice
President-Mobilization for the North
American Mission Board of the Southern
Baptist Convention.

  Special guest vocalists “This Hope” of
Woodstock, Georgia will lead a time of
praise LBC’s own Worship Choir and Or-
chestra.

  For more information, visit
www.lenexabaptist.com or call (913) 599-
6447 for more information.

Missions Conference features Gracia Burnham

Burnham



2009, and began slowly working through
the process. I was wrong.  
God in His infinite wisdom had a dif-

ferent plan, and I had some patience to
learn.  I was diagnosed with cancer the fol-
lowing November.  Cancer. Surgery. Radi-
ation. And the greatest time of peace our
family has ever known.  We knew God was
working in our lives and hearts and rested
in that knowledge.  We were growing.
Having cancer disqualified me from in-

ternational adoption.  We would have to
wait five years to begin again.  I was con-
fused.  How could adopting a child not be
God’s plan for us?  By this time, we were
all radically changed.  We were not content
with our “normal American life”, and
knew we needed to put our faith to action.  
We kept hearing about adoption and

caring for orphans and foster care.  We
had never considered becoming foster
parents before.  But it was everywhere.
Radio programs, sermons, neighbors,
friends.  Friends who knew of friends.  You
get the picture.  We went to an informa-
tional meeting just to see what it was all
about.  Would we have what it takes?  Our
hearts were united and fully committed as
we began our STARS training that fall, al-
most one year after we were told we were
disqualified.  
God knew all along where we needed

to be, and had not only united our hearts,
He awakened a deep passion for orphans,
children in foster care, and their families.
Foster care is hard.  It is messy.  It is

nerve-wracking.  But it is beautiful.  We
got our first placements immediately after
getting our license.  Two brothers.  And we
immediately wondered what had we got
ourselves into!  These boys were loud, de-
fiant, and hard to manage.  “Didn’t you say
there was an aunt?  How’s the home study
coming on that aunt?” I would say count-
less times to their caseworker.  
And then the call for a 1-year-old girl,

“Yes, honey.  I know we weren’t taking any
more babies, but it’s just for three months
until her adoptive home is ready.  It’s just

temporary.” Followed by, “If the girls are
going to be adopted together anyway, it
makes sense that we go ahead and let them
bond.  A nine year old will probably be
helpful. She’ll be alone for Christmas. It’s
just temporary.”  
Except for a brief kinship placement,

joyously reunited and so happy today,
none of our children ever left.  I am so
thankful that the aunt didn’t follow
through, and our home wasn’t temporary,
and we took the chance on an older child.
We adopted our boys this past May, two-
and-a-half long years after first receiving
them into our lives.  We also adopted our
nine-year-old daughter this past May, six
months after taking her in so she wouldn’t
be alone for Christmas.  
Our final adoption date was the end of

July, just over a year after we accepted our
not-so-temporary baby girl. Hers is an
open adoption, something we never
thought we would be comfortable with,
but we love her sweet mama just as much
as we love her.  We’re family.
None of our children fit neatly into our

original home study.  Actually, they really
don’t fit at all.  And none of our children
are from Ethiopia.  They are not at all what
we imagined when we began this process.  
They are more.  
They are rowdy and smelly from ex-

ploring the backyard.  They are so proud
of their bikes.  They are compassionate
and truly empathize with others.  They are
loud.  They are emotional.  They are cre-
ative.  They are daughters and sons of the
King.  They are exactly the way their Fa-
ther created them to be, and they are fi-
nally thriving because they are loved.  
We never imagined we would have six

children.  The past three years have been
exhausting and amazing.  Our only sad-
ness is realizing we are done–that our sea-
son of foster care is over.  We are at the
state maximum and will have to close our
license with our last adoption at the end
of this month.  
There are so many more children who

need godly homes, even if it is temporary.
Temporary is long enough to introduce
them to Jesus.  Our hearts may break if
they leave, but James 1:27 still calls us to
do it anyway.  If we hadn’t taken a “tem-
porary” chance, I’m not sure where our
children would be today.  God is good, and
we will trust in Him as we enter the next
season of life and see what He has in store
for us.

––Melissa is a homeschooling, foster,
adoptive mom and wife to her high school
sweetheart, Toby. They live in Independence
with their six children: Casen, Moneesha,
Kendall, DaQuane, Davion and  Jasmine. 
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  For over 30 years Love Basket has been
assisting families in preparing for and suc-
cessfully completing both domestic (U.S.-
born infant) and international
adoptions.  Love Basket has a two-fold
mission: to help children needing families,
and families desiring children to unite
through adoption; and to help those be-
yond the reach of adoption to receive
needed sustenance services and evangelis-
tic outreach, with the hope of enhancing
their independence and well-being.

  Love Basket began in the hearts of two
missionary couples who traveled exten-
sively in underdeveloped countries. They
saw the plight of helpless children who
were destitute, starving, and often home-
less. These couples recognized the need for
loving, capable Christian families to care
for children around the world and it
wasn’t long before they themselves
adopted. That set off a spark and soon
after, others in the community began to
eagerly pursue adoption for their families.
As the number of international adoptions
increased, the missionaries simply could
not keep up with the requests for assis-
tance and Love Basket was established.

  Since then we have continued build-
ing families and changing lives through
adoption. Love Basket is licensed to com-
plete adoptions and has offices in Mis-
souri, Minnesota and Kentucky. We work
with families in all states and place chil-
dren from the countries of Haiti and
India. Love Basket has been approved by
the nation of Kazakhstan, but approval for
this country’s adoption program to open
has not yet been given. 

  Based near St. Louis (in Hillsboro,
MO), Love Basket has had a Social Worker
employed in the Kansas City area for
many years. Lori Reynolds provides excel-
lent services to pregnant women, helping
them choose the adoptive parents for their
child and walk through this difficult

time.  She also prepares adoptive families
for adoption by providing Home Study
and Post-Placement Services in the Metro
Kansas City area. 

  Love Basket is a nonprofit (501 C 3)
organization and a member of the Evan-

gelical Council for Financial Accountabil-
ity (ECFA), National Christian Adoption
Fellowship (NCAF), the National Council
for Adoption (NCFA), and is accredited by
the Council on Accreditation to partici-
pate in intercountry adoption.   
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To Celebrate 
November as 

National Adoption
Month, Metro Voice
dedicates both our

October and 
November editions
to Adoption and
Foster Care

��(!-�����%.- �) 

��,�$�����*$)-.*)
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

�!�"*�/-�*)�$�) '%)#��''�'!#�'��-+!�.-
*"�� *+.%*)-�%)��%--*/,%��) ���)-�-��
3�+,%0�.!�3��#!)�2�3�-.!++�,!).�

3�"*-.!,�
�..*,)!2-�1$*�$�0!��*(+'!.! �*0!,

������ *+.%*)-

��	��������������������������
	�
���������.$��.,!!.

��)-�-��%.2�����
����
��
��
��	�



&�1�%.-�1�� '�1��*(�3�-�&*$)-.*)�1�� '�1��*(

Bringing children & families together
through the ministry of adoption

Working with Missouri 
families to complete both
domestic (US-born infant)
and international adoptions.

Home Study & Post-
placement Services 
provided; Love Basket is 
a Christian agency.

Staff in Lee’s Summit, MO 

Visit us on the web at 
www.LoveBasket.org, or call 1-888-LOV-BSKT. 
Since 1982�

Do you want to do something beautiful for
God? There is a person who needs you.
This is your chance. ––Mother Teresa

The Gospel is not a picture of adoption,
adoption is a picture of the Gospel. 

- John Piper

If anybody understands God's ardor for his
children, it's someone who has rescued an

orphan from despair, for that is what God
has done for us. God has adopted you. God
sought you, found you, signed the papers
and took you home. 

––Max Lucado

Time and experience have taught me a
priceless lesson: Any child you take for
your own becomes your own if you give of

yourself to that child. I have born two chil-
dren and had seven others by adoption,
and they are all my children, equally
beloved and precious. 

––Dale Evans

The first time I saw you was like a dream
come true. �No I didn't give you the gift of
life�Life gave me the gift of you.

––Unknown
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Love Basket unites children and families



Aaron’s House Maternity Home cele-
brated its one-year anniversary on August
31. One year earlier, the home had wel-
comed its first resident––a 19-year-old girl
who was seven months pregnant and liv-
ing in her car in downtown Kansas City.
They have journeyed with three young
women in the past year and are grateful
for two beautiful,
healthy baby boys with
another one due in
just a few days.
The organization

began from the expe-
rience of its founder,
Jeannine Eddins. As a
teenager, she had cho-
sen to terminate a
pregnancy. Through
her grief and healing,
she felt God asking her
to start a maternity
home for young, preg-
nant girls. She has been so thankful to see
the vision God gave her finally fulfilled.

Aaron’s House is located in Har-
risonville. The organization offers many
services to its clients, including temporary
housing, educational assistance and em-
ployment assistance. While living at
Aaron’s House, girls are given practical
tools to manage a household, shop on a
budget, and resolve conflict with others.

The home pro-
vides access to
parenting and
birth classes, hop-
ing to give these
young women the
resources they
need to begin the
extraordinary
journey called
motherhood. 
Aaron’s House

is looking for op-
portunities to
speak to groups

or churches in the Kansas City area. They
also currently need volunteers to join their
board of directors, event-planning com-

mittee, and resident mentors. If interested,
please send an email to volunteer@aaron-
shouse.org.
Aaron’s House is a 501(c)3 tax-exempt

organization that depends on the gener-
ous financial partnerships of churches, in-
dividuals, and local organizations. They
will be hosting their annual fundraising
event, Abundant Life, on November 3.
The event will be held at the Church of the
Nazarene, 2305 E. South Street in Har-
risonville at 3 p.m. Tours of Aaron’s House
are available from 2:30 p.m. to 2:45 p.m. If
interested in attending the banquet, please
contact Executive Director Clorisa
Bridgers at 816-738-1602. If you’d like to
make a donation to Aaron’s House, please
mail it to PO Box 1097, Harrisonville, MO
64701.
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for eternity

O�ering children in need: 
• Traditional family settings
• A Christ-centered 

environment & education 
• Licensed Professional 

Counselors (LPC)

• Their own “Path to Purpose”

in the life of a child

Show-Me Christian
Youth Home

Pray • Refer • Volunteer • Give
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Aaron’s House on a journey

“The home provides
access to parenting and
birth classes, hoping to
give these young women
the resources they need
to begin the extraordinary

journey called
motherhood. ”
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Aaron’s House Maternity Home
PO Box 1097, 1303 Meadow 
Harrisonville, MO
Clorisa Bridgers
816.738.1602
director@aaronshouse.org
www.aaronshouse.org

Adoption & Beyond, Inc.
16236 Metcalf Ave.
Overland Park, KS 66085
Steffany A. Aye
913-381-6919           
adopt@adoption-beyond.org             
www.adoption-beyond.org 

Alpha Christian Children’s Home
15017 27th Street
PO Box 727
Perry, Kansas 66073-0727
Michelle Kincaid
785-597-5235
office@alphachristianchildrenshome.com
www.alphachristianchildrenshome.com

If Not For Grace
PO Box 836
Grain Valley, MO 64029
Lori Driggs
816-847-2911
info@infg.org
www.infg.org

Love Basket, Inc.
Lori Reynolds, MSW
816-419-9898
lori.reynolds@lovebasket.org
www.lovebasket.org
10306 Business 21
Hillsboro, MO
Cheryl Jackson - International Adoption
Lara Kelso - Domestic Adoption
636-797-4100
info@lovebasket.org
www.lovebasket.org

Missouri Baptist Children’s Home
Dawn Hensley
816-795-8878
dawn.hensley@mbch.org
www.mbch.org

Mother’s Refuge
14400 E. 42nd St. South, Suite 220
Independence, MO 64055
Robert Zornes
816-353-8070 
office@mothersrefuge.org
www.mothersrefuge.org

Show-Me Christian Youth Home
Main Campus
24302 Mahin Rd.
La Monte, MO 65337
Chris Ruhnke
660-347-5982
info@showmekids.org
www.showmehelpingkids.org

The Light House
PO Box 22553
Kansas City, MO 64113
Dawn Shipman
816-361-2233
dawn@lighthouse-inc.org
www.lighthousekc.org 

The Women’s Clinic of Kansas City
Deborah Neel
Independence Clinic
815 N Noland Road, Suites 4 & 5
Independence, MO 64050
Grandview Clinic
11904 Blue Ridge Blvd
Grandview, MO 64030
816.836.9000
ea@thewomensclinic.net
www.thewomensclinic.net

ADOPTION &
FOSTER CARE
DIRECTORY

Orphan Sunday
On Orphan Sunday, Christians stand

for the orphan. We are a people called
to defend the fatherless…to care for the
child that has no family…to visit or-
phans in their distress.
On November 3rd, 2013, thousands

of events will echo across America and
around the globe, all sharing a single
goal: that God’s great love for the or-
phan will find echo in our lives as well.

National Adoption Day
National Adoption Day is an effort

to raise awareness of the more than
100,000 children in foster care waiting
to find permanent, loving families. This
annual, one-day event has made the
dreams of thousands of children come
true by working with policymakers,
practitioners and advocates to finalize
adoptions and create and celebrate
adoptive families.
This year the National Adoption Day

Coalition expects 4,500 children in fos-
ter care to be adopted on November 23,
2013.
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Kansas City’s The LIGHT House gives
people an avenue through which to pro-

vide young women with crisis pregnancies
the help they need to ensure the life of

their unborn infants.  Your support gives
you an opportunity to do something pos-

itive about the
abortion problem
we still face in this
great country of
ours.  Yes, it is still
important for
God’s people to
offer an alterna-
tive to these girls
or this problem
will continue to
grow worse and
infants that de-
serve life will con-
tinue to die.
Since 1985,

The LIGHT
House has been
providing Christ-

centered care to young mothers and their
babies. Every woman receives education,
counseling and life skills training along
with prenatal and pregnancy classes. The
LIGHT House strives to provide the most
comprehensive, Christ-centered care to
young ladies facing unplanned pregnan-
cies.  The LIGHT House also provides
outreach services and is a full service
adoption agency licensed by the state of
Missouri.
Did you know that Missouri Maternity

Home Tax Credits are available to LIGHT
House donors who owe taxes in Missouri?
And tax credits can apply against more
than just the state income tax for individ-
uals, corporations, business partners or in-
dividual shareholders of S-corporations.
The credit can also be applied against Mis-
souri:
1) Corporate Income Tax, 

2) Corporate Franchise Tax, 
3) Financial Institution Tax, 
4) Gross Receipts Tax, 
5) Gross Premium Receipts Tax and
6) Fiduciary Tax.
Using these tax credits allows you to

double, triple or even quadruple your gift
when it comes to making a difference in
the lives of these young women and their
unborn infants.  This is because by using
tax credits anywhere from 50 percent to
95.6 percent of your gift would come out
of your taxes instead of out of your pocket.
This allows you to do much more than
otherwise possible.
One of our donors has said:  “When I

learned about these tax credits, I discov-
ered that I would never have to pay in-
come tax to Missouri again.  Each year I
make a tax credit gift that is twice what I
would otherwise give to Missouri in taxes.

So when I give $2,000
to The LIGHT House,
the State of Missouri
refunds me $1,000
from my tax owed.  An
additional benefit is
that I get a federal and
state charitable deduc-
tion on the entire
$2,000 gift as well.”
Even if you do not

itemize deductions (but
still owe Missouri
taxes), you can leverage
your giving and give
twice as much with no
more coming out of
your pocket.  This is like
“designating” your state
taxes to be used by The
LIGHT House to help
young women and un-
born babies.
Call our Develop-

ment Director, Dr.
Robert Springate, at
816-898-0008 or our
Development Officer,
Dr. Tim Ek, at 816-730-
7202.  Either can an-
swer your questions or
calculate what your tax
benefits would be based
on your federal tax
bracket.
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Adoption has been gaining attention
as a national priority in the United States.
More than 150,000 adoptions take place
each year, but there are still 127,000 chil-
dren waiting for adoption in the U.S. fos-
ter care system, as well as infants born to
birth mothers not ready to parent. In light
of Christ's command to care for orphans,
the number of children without loving
homes is more than just another social
issue; adoption is a Christian concern.
Defined as the permanent, legal trans-

fer of parental rights over a child from bi-
ological parents to adoptive parents,
adoption is an important social practice
that promotes the well-being of children,
families and society. Though there are

several different categories of adoption,
every adoption scenario gives adoptive
parents the same rights, responsibilities
and joys as biological parents, and gives
adopted children the same legal, social
and emotional benefits of birth children.
Adoption positively affects all those in-

volved with the process. 
It gives birth mothers the assurance

that their children will be raised in stable
families, gives adoptive parents the joy of
parenting, and gives children the oppor-
tunity to join a permanent family and
grow up in a loving home. Adoption also
promotes the social and economic well-
being of our nation because an adopted
child is less likely (than the child of a sin-

gle mother) to grow up in poverty, more
likely to obtain an education, and more
likely to have an involved father.
Adoption is also connected to impor-

tant social issues, such as the sanctity of
human life and the definition of family.
Adoption upholds the sanctity of human
life by providing a positive alternative to
abortion for birth mothers who feel un-
able to parent. 
Adoption contributes positively to

family formation by creating the oppor-
tunity for children waiting in foster care
to have a loving mother and father—re-
placing what the child has lost.
And yet, the adoption process has been

recently burdened by initiatives that ig-

nore its purpose and promote unrelated
goals. It is no wonder then that the fun-
damental purposes of adoption have
come under attack and that adoption has
become a topic of political controversy.
Christians should recognize the im-

portance of adoption and current politi-

cal threats to the practice. Whether your
family is led to adopt, or not, you can still
be committed to not only promoting
adoption among churches and families,
but also to advocating adoption policies
that promote and defend the well-being
of children, parents and families.

The LIGHT House helps young mothers, offers tax credits to donors

Adoption’s impact on society keeps growing



Mother’s Refuge has been a safe
haven for  more than 1,350 young
mothers and their babies since 1987.
One year ago, on October 8, 2012, a
devastating fire destroyed the residen-
tial living quarters and extensively
damaged the remaining structure.
Today, they continue to use tempo-
rary housing offered by a local church
at the Gathering Place Conference
Center, located at Hwy 291 and
Gudgel in Independence.
In order to rebuild, Mother’s

Refuge will have to meet current
building codes, which will necessitate
a larger footprint to house the same
number of mothers and babies previ-
ously served. The need for housing for
young mother’s in Kansas City con-
tinues to be significant, with many of
the mothers homeless and without re-
sources. Insurance and private donations will only make up a
portion of what is necessary for rebuilding.
Executive Director Robert Zornes said he will never forget

the words that one of the young mothers said as the van carried

the young moms and babies away
from the home the night of the fire.
Zornes says she spoke softly saying, “I
now have no home again.”  
Zornes said those six little words

will forever echo in my mind and the
ministry has never been more deter-
mined to rebuild and continue to pro-
vide a safe home for young moms and
babies. 
Fundraising efforts are under way

to rebuild and refurnish the home.  In
addition to private donations,
Mother’s Refuge is hosting “Taste of
Compassion” on November 2, 2013,
at the Truman Memorial Building
from 5-8 p.m.  Live music, food do-
nated from local restaurants including
Red Lobster, Olive Garden, Cracker
Barrel, The Hotel Rieger, and several
more are the center of the evening,

rounded out by a silent auction and raffle.
Tickets are $25. For more information visit 

www.mothersrefuge.org or call 816-353-8070.
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One year after fire, Mother’s Refuge waits to rebuild
“In order to rebuild, Mother’s
Refuge will have to meet cur-
rent building codes which will
necessitate a larger footprint to
house the same number of

mothers and babies previously
served. The need for housing
for young mother’s in Kansas
City continues to be significant,
with many of the mothers
homeless and without re-

sources.”

Adoption &
Beyond

unique among
agencies

Founded in 1998, Adoption & Beyond
is a not-for-profit child placing agency li-
censed in the states of Kansas and Mis-
souri. It has a board of directors who
oversees the operation of the agency, and
it is run on a daily basis by its founder &
director, Steffany Aye, along with the as-
sistance of a wonderful team of adoption
professionals.
How we’re unique:
nWe offer free no-obligation consul-

tations to families so they can learn more
about adoption.
nWe are a 501(c) 3 not-for-profit child

placement agency licensed in both Kansas
and Missouri.
nWe have regional case workers placed

throughout Kansas and Missouri which
enables us to work with families residing
anywhere within both states.
nWe believe in working together with

other adoption professionals to find loving
families for children. Therefore, we have
been networking with local, national and
international adoption resources since we
opened our doors in 1998.
n We are held in high regard for the

quality of our home study services and
our home studies can be utilized for a
local, national or international adoption.
nWe offer an organized home study

process which includes a detailed home
study packet that is easy to follow.
nWe offer knowledgeable and com-

mitted staff who have been both person-
ally and professionally touched by
adoption.
nWe take the time to talk personally

with families when they call with ques-
tions, and we remain available to answer
questions throughout the adoption
process and beyond.
nWe are committed to providing hu-

manitarian aid to children in need.
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box,”Steele says,  “just pack one shoebox
this year, and I will be shocked if you don’t
get hooked on making a difference on the
other side of the world.”

  Liz Morse who has been an Operation
Christmas Child Volunteer for eight years
says participating in OCC is a “win-win.”
“As you bless the children and families
with a few items, you are blessed with the
joy of the Lord in your heart.”

  Steele says it’s important to not get
caught up in cold and warm weather
country distributions.  “Pack what God

tells you to pack in each one.  You can’t go
wrong.  If God tells you to pack a pair of
gloves and a wool cap, pack it.  Kids in
warm weather countries also love these
items.”
All 33 drop-off locations in the Kansas

City metro will be hosted by dedicated
volunteers who work with Operation
Christmas Child all year long.  
Volunteers agree that the most helpful

thing the public can do for Operation
Christmas Child is pack a shoebox and get
involved!
See the info at right for drop-off loca-

tion. For times call 913-831-4466 or visit
www.samaritanspurse.org. 

  Ramse says another important ques-
tion is, “How does the church go beyond
immediate needs to impact families for
eternity?” She emphasizes that Providing
a mom in need with a bag of groceries
feeds her family for a week – and this is
vital. But she says, “Developing a relation-
ship with her feeds her soul and benefits
her family in a lasting way.” 

  Kristin, a mom of 3-and 8-year-olds
in Liberty states, "When moms are new in
town, MOPS is a lifeline for them. They
hear about us from play dates or park
times or the aisles at the grocery store. This
provides community plug-in at a time
when moms are craving connection and
friendship. Again this year we have moms
on the waiting list - demand is high!" 
Rachel, an Overland Park mom and

mother of three, agrees, “What I really like
about MOPS is the chance to meet all
kinds of moms from my community. I
wouldn’t have met them in church on

Sunday, but I made lots of new mom
friends I may never have met without
MOPS.” 

  The MOPS organization emphasizes
that they are not set up to compete with
the local church women’s ministry, but to
complitment it.

  Ramse, who has been meeting with
dozens of local pastors always asks: “How
is your church reaching moms and fami-
lies who don’t show up to Sunday serv-
ices?” 

  MOPS is an Outreach Strategy with
brand recognition she says. “Moms who
are not comfortable coming to a Sunday
service will step through the door of a
church to attend a MOPS group. We have
countless stories of families coming back
to church, or coming to church for the first
time, because a mom first came in
through the ‘side door’ at that church: a
MOPS group.” 

SHOEBOXES
continued from page 3
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For 20 years, Operation Christmas Child has
partnered with caring people like you to share 
God’s love with children around the world through 
gift-fi lled shoeboxes. Each shoebox is fi lled with 
joy and simple gifts that can bring a world of 
difference to a child in need. Get involved today.

  Good News.
Great Joy.

Every shoebox gift is an 
opportunity to touch a child’s heart 

with the love of Jesus Christ.“ ”
FRANKLIN GRAHAM

President, Samaritan’s Purse

  facebook.com/OCCshoeboxes        twitter.com/OCC_shoeboxes

National Collection Week: 
November 18–25

Lower Midwest Regional Offi ce
(913) 831-4466 
occmidwest@samaritan.org

Order free materials and learn 
more at samaritanspurse.org.

Contact Bethany Ramse at
bramse@MOPS.org or 816.875.6891. Visit
www.MOPS.org 

WHO CAN COME TO A MOPS GROUP?
MOPS is for all moms. Single moms, married,
adoptive, of children age birth through kinder-
garten and school aged kids through MOM-
Snext groups. 

HOW DOES A MOPS GROUP GET
STARTED? A member of your church staff, or
an interested mom, can contact Bethany
Ramse, or MOPS International, directly. You
won’t have to reinvent the wheel – MOPS has
all the resources you need to successfully op-
erate your MOPS group. You bring the moms,
MOPS provides the meeting material, activity
ideas and how-to. This is a ready-to-go ministry
with training provided – and it’s customizable
to the needs of moms in your community. 

Lenexa Baptist Church
15320 W. 87th St. Pkwy
Lenexa, KS 66219
Old Mission UMC
5519 State Park Road
Fairway, KS 66205
Victory Hills Nazarene
6200 Parallel Avenue
Kansas City, KS
First Southern Baptist Church
306 4-H Road
Lansing, KS 66043
First Christian Church
1000 Kentucky
Lawrence, KS 66044
Trinity Lutheran church
2101 10th Avenue
Leavenworth, KS 66048
Mill Creek Community Church
8151 McCoy St.
Shawnee, KS 66227

First Baptist Church
512 Pearson Ave.
Waverly, KS 66871
Colonial Presbyterian Church
12501 W. 137th Street
Overland Park, KS 66221
Faith Chapel
840 North Metcalf Rd.
Louisburg, KS 66053
First Presbyterian Church
621 South Lee Avenue
Olathe, KS 66061
Ottawa Bible Church
1623 S Poplar St.
Ottawa, KS 66067
Emmanuel Baptist Church
10100 Metcalf
Overland Park, KS 66212
Lighthouse Presbyterian Church
1402 E. 303rd St.
Paola, KS 66071

Noland Road Baptist Church
4505 S. Noland Road
Independence, MO 64055
Faith Covenant church
23300 NW Pink Hill Rd
Blue Springs, MO 64015
Timothy Lutheran – S. Campus
301 SW Wyatt Rd. 64014
Blue Springs, MO
First United Methodist Church
2600 E. Mechanic St.
Harrisonville, MO 64701
First Baptist Church
2 NE Douglas St.
Lee’s Summit, MO  64063
First Baptist Church
400 SE 14th Street
Oak Grove, MO 64075
First Baptist Church Raymore
116 S. Washington St.
Raymore, MO 64083

New Hope Baptist Church
664 E. 16th St.
Sedalia, MO 65301
Grace Community Church
1520 County Rd. DD
Smithville, MO 64089
Excelsior Springs Baptist 
1500 Rosalea St.
Excelsior Srpings, MO 64024
Northwest Bible Church
6520 N.W. 64th St.
Kansas City, MO 64151
First Baptist Church
303 S Grove St.
Kearney, MO 64060
Journey Church 
1021 S Brown St.
Liberty, MO 64068
Christian Assembly Church
501 Washington Street
Weston, MO 64098

MOPS
continued from page 3



I believe one of the most fulfilling joys
in life is for an adult to have lasting positive
influence on a child to help them reach
their full potential.  It seems we all carry a
common dream in our hearts for our next
generation of kids to be great!

  Lead to Read is a wonderful and sim-
ple program for you to become involved
in helping urban kids succeed in reading.
L2R is a creative initiative begun by urban
leaders Lynn and Jean Rundle and helps
train and mobilize volunteers to commit
to spend 45 minutes each week (usually
around the noon hour) to read one on one
with an elementary student in one of five
or six urban schools in KCK and KCMO.

  The process to get involved is so easy!  
1) Receive about one hour of training. 
2) Select a school.  
3) Commit to show up and be a part of

a team of readers once each week.  

Here’s how it works:  You gather a few
minutes before your reading time with a
group of readers.  All of your group goes
into the classroom together and you will
have approx 35 to 40 minutes to either
read to your student, help him/her read, or
just listen to them read.  In between read-
ing, I like to tell my student that he is going
to be a significant person, he has value, and
that reading is FUN and important!  Any-
body can do that!

  My friend Leonard Davis of Urban
Young Life tells a personal story… After
reading with his student just over a month,
he noticed that as soon as he entered the
classroom, his little guy would “light up”
and pop out of his seat and run over to
greet him.  Wow!  The little guy felt valued
and his reader had become an important
person in his life.  I have had a similar ex-
perience with my second grade buddie,
and most adult readers have expressed
similar stories.  Just showing up once each
week and spending a class period reading
communicates value to urban kids.  

  There has also been measurable im-
provement in state reading scores in class-
rooms where every child has a once per
week reader showing up.

  We have discovered from national re-
search that grade level reading is a CRU-
CIAL cornerstone in the education of
every child.  Kids LEARN TO READ from

birth through 3rd grade and from 4th
grade on they READ TO LEARN.  Statis-
tics have shown that if a child cannot read
at grade level by end of third grade, there
is a direct connection to high school drop
out, crime, incarceration, prostitution etc.
This causes my heart to ache, and I know
it does yours too!   KCMO Mayor James
has provided research showing that among
14 school districts in the KCMO region
that only 33.8 percent of kids were reading
at grade level.  Surely we can help?!  Right?

  Here is how you can get involved….
Ask yourself this, “Can I make time in my
schedule to drive to a urban school just
once per week to become a reader?”  If the
answer is yes, you are in!  If you are retired,
semi-retired or unbusy, this is a great way
for you to influence a child.  If you work
anywhere near the urban core, you can
commit one lunch hour per week to be a

reader.  Maybe your company could con-
sider providing readers to fill a classroom.
Burns and McDonnell recently provided
over 60 volunteers from their company to
be readers at a nearby elementary school!!
How about that?

  I guarantee you will have a great expe-
rience (maybe life changing) by just be-
coming a friend to your student and you
will for sure grow as a person.  Lead to
Read is one of many wonderful mentoring
programs.  I like to highlight it because it
is EASY ENTRY, SIMPLE, AND SAFE.  
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Helping Kids Succeed!

Is America losing its faith in religion?
The answer would seem to be yes, judg-
ing by recent stories. Gallup announced
in May that 77 percent of Americans be-
lieve that religion is losing its "influence
on American life." Reporting online
about the Gallup results, The Blaze said
the poll "suggests that America's slide to-
ward secularism continues to gain
steam."

  In March at the Faith Angle Forum
in South Beach, Fla., the Pew Forum on
Religion & Public Life presented the
paper, "The Decline of Institutional Reli-
gion." It was a follow-up to Pew research
that gained wide publicity last fall indi-
cating that the fastest-growing "religious"
group in America is made up of those
who say they have no religion.

  According to Pew, 8 percent of
Americans in 1990 gave their religious
preference as "none." By 2007, that re-

sponse had nearly doubled to 15 percnet,
and in 2012 the "no religion" response
had climbed to 20 percnet. 

  Many interpret the numbers to mean
that America is heading down the secular
road. In a survey published this month
by the Pew Research Center, 48 percent
of Americans say the growing
number of "people who are
not religious" is a bad
thing for American so-
ciety (and only 11 per-
cent say it is a good
thing).

  I disagree that the
U.S. is becoming as
unchurched as Europe. One
reason is that saying you
have "no religion" is not the
same as disbelieving in
God. Many people who say
they have no religion are
simply saying they have no official reli-
gious affiliation. They may actually have
strong personal beliefs. The increase in
the "no religion" group may also be an il-
lusion caused by the rising non-response
rate to survey studies.

  Consider: The proportion of Amer-
icans who claim to be atheists has not in-
creased even slightly since Gallup first
asked about belief in God in 1944. Back
then, 4 percnet said they did not believe
in God, and 3 to 4  percent give that an-

swer today.
  Most of those Americans who are re-

ported as having no religion are not un-
religious but only unaffiliated, and some
of them even attend church. They do not
belong to any specific denomination, but
probably most of them would agree that

they are Christians, had they been
directly asked that question.

A far more impor-
tant indicator, as many recent
studies—including the Bay-
lor National Religion Sur-
veys—have found, is that
those who say they have
no religion are surpris-
ingly religious. Most
say they pray, and a
third even report
having had a religious
experience. Half of

these respondents who
would be considered by

survey takers to have "no religion" believe
in angels.

  So even if the proportion of Ameri-
cans with no professed religion is rising,
that does not translate into an increase in
irreligiousness. But it may well be that the
proportion of nonreligious Americans is
not really increasing, and remains far
smaller than recent surveys reveal.

  When I was a young sociologist at
Berkeley's Survey Research Center, it was

assumed that any survey that failed to in-
terview at least 85% of those originally
drawn into the sample was not to be
trusted. Those who refused to take part
in the survey or could not be reached
were known to be different from those
who did take part. Consequently, studies
were expected to report their completion
rates.

  Given all of this, only one thing is re-
ally certain: Those who take part in any
survey are not a random selection of the
population. They also tend to be less ed-
ucated and less affluent. Contrary to the
common wisdom, research has long
demonstrated that this demographic
group is the one least likely to belong to a
church.

  As the less-affluent and less-educated
have made up a bigger share of those sur-
veyed, so has the number of those who
report having no religion. That would
help explain why, during this whole era
of supposed decline, Baylor surveys find
that the overall rate of membership in
local religious congregations has re-
mained stable at about 70%. Hard to
write a headline about the lack of change.
Sometimes, though, no news really is
good news.
Mr. Stark, co-director of the Institute

for Studies of Religion at Baylor Univer-
sity, is the author of "The Triumph of
Christianity" (HarperCollins, 2012).

RODNEY
STARK
Co-director of the
Institute for Stud-
ies of Religion at
Baylor University

myopinion 

The Myth of Unreligious America

Volunteer readers share some special books with students.

i moreinformation
Ms. Sarah Gaikwad at

sarah@leadtoreadkc.org   OR
Pastor Gary Schmitz at

gary@caringforkidskc.org 



CONCERTS
MARK LOWRY UNPLUGGED & UNPLANNED. Oct. 5.
New Life Assembly Church, 801 SW 1st St., Oak Grove, MO
64075.  Featuring renowned pianist Stan Whitmire.  855-
223-1008.
PEOPLEFEST. Oct. 5.  AZ-U-R Church parking lot, 4001
NE Lakewood Way, Lee’s Summit, MO (intersection of 291
& Woods Chapel Rd.).  Free.  Featuring 9th Hour, AZ-U-R,
Grandeur, Bounce House, Free food and much more.
Spon. by AZ-U-R Ministries, Club D & KCCM.  www.az-u-
r.com
ARMOND MORALES. Oct. 6, 6pm.  Church on the Rock
Outreach Center, 1700  SW Market St., Lee’s Summit, MO.
Free.  816-246-7625.
CHARLES DAVID SMART & LESTER ESTELLE. Oct. 11,
7:30-9:30pm.  7126 W 80th, OPKS.  913-381-6022.
FREE NIGHT OF WORSHIP WITH DARRELL EVANS.
Oct. 13, 6pm.  Lord of Life, 3105 West 135th St., Leawood,
KS 66224.  913-681-5167.
PHIL AND PAM MORGAN. Oct. 18, 7pm.  Eastside Bap-
tist Church, 19901 E. 78 Hwy, Indep., MO.  816-796-0955.
ANNUAL GOSPEL SING. Oct. 18, 6pm.  Cowen Audito-
rium, 7020 W. 74th St., OPKS.  $15/adult, $7/child 6-12,
under age 5 is free.  Featured Performer: Greg Blake; One
Way and 60-voice choir.  Spon. by KCCBS & OCS Alumni
Association.  913-647-8728.
ROYAL TAILOR CONCERT. Oct. 20, 6pm.  Crescent Lake
Christian Center, 1250 St. Louis Ave., Excelsior Springs, MO

64024.  816-813-0136.
THE JACOMO CHORALE.  Oct. 20, 4pm.  Nativity of Mary,
10017 E. 36th Terr., Indep., MO 64052.  www.jacomo-
chorale.org
THE GLORIOUS UNFOLDING TOUR. Oct. 20, 7pm.  Col-
lege Church of the Nazarene, Olathe, KS.  Featuring
Steven Curtis Chapman, Laura Story & Jason Gray.  913-
764-4575.
SWEET SPIRIT & FRIENDS OUTREACH WITH NEW
HEART.  Nov. 16, food at 6pm, music at 7pm.  Moment of
Truth Bible Baptist Church, 310 Randolph Rd., Claycomo,
MO 64119.  816-452-4426.
TOBYMAC, HITS DEEP TOUR. Nov. 21, 7:30pm, doors

open at 6:30pm.  Independence Events Center, 19100 East
Valley View Pkwy., Indep., MO.  Featuring Mandisa, Colton
Dixon, Brandon Heath, Chris August, Jamie Grace  Capital
Kings.  Ticketmaster.com.

SOUTHERN GOSPEL
(CALL FOR GROUPS)
ALPHA OMEGA CHRISTIAN MUSIC ASSOCIATION
MONTHLY MEETING, PRAYER, DEVOTION, POTLUCK
AND JAM. First Friday, 7pm.  10035 E. Westport Rd.,
Indep., MO 64052.  
MO-KAN GOSPEL MUSIC ASSOCIATION POTLUCK
AND JAM. Fourth Friday (except for Nov. & Dec. when we
meet on the 3rd Fri.).  Northland Christian Church, 6120
NE 48th St., KCMO.   913-432-0359.
CGMA NW MO CHAPTER MEETING, GOSPEL MUSIC
AND POTLUCK. Second Saturday; Faith Assembly of God
Church, South 13 Hwy, Polo, MO.  Travel North on I-35
North, go North of Liberty to the Polo/Lathrop Exit.  Turn
right onto116 Hwy.  Go 12 miles to 13 Hwy.  Turn left and
go ¼ mile.  pegcla@msn.com.
MOMENT OF TRUTH BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH. Third
Saturday in January, May, September & November, 7pm.
310 Randolph Rd, Claycomo, MO.  Gospel music sing.  816-
452-4426.
RADIANT LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD. Last Sunday, 6:30
p.m.  Hwy. 33, Kearney, MO.  Open mike.  Gospel sing.  
GOSPEL JAMBOREE. Second Thursday, 7 p.m.  Life

Christian Center, 1650 E Langsford Road, Lee’s Summit,
MO.  816-878-4694.   
PARADISE BAPTIST CHURCH. Second Sunday, 6 p.m.
Pot luck dinner at 5 p.m.  Paradise Missouri.  816-591-1020

CLASSES, SEMINARS, 
CONFERENCES
SKILLBUILDERS EDUCATION & SUPPORT FOR WID-
OWS, WIDOWERS & CAREGIVERS. 3 Locations &
Times.  Location 1: Tuesdays through Nov. 26, 9:45-
10:45am Coffee, Meet, Greet, Support.  10:00-11:50am
Program.  The Palmer Center, Craft Room, 218A North
Pleasant, Indep., MO.Location 2: Thursdays through Nov.
21, 9:45-10:45am Coffee, Meet, Greet, Support.  10:00-
11:50am Program.  Tomahawk Ridge Community Center,
11902 Lowell Blvd., OPKS.  Location 3:  Fridays through
Nov. 22, 9:30-9:45am Coffee, Meet, Greet, Support.
9:45-11:20am Program.  Platte County Resource Center,
Board Room, 11724 NW Plaza Circle, KCMO 64153.
Classes include: Your Legacy, From I to We to Me; Fall
Lawn & Garden Care; Home Security & Personal Safety;
Understanding Your Grief; Winter Car Care; Managing
Your Money; Making Simple Home Repairs; Home Com-
puter & Mobile Device Care; Stress Management; Coping
with the Holidays; Estate Planning.  Although classes
are designed for widowed persons, anyone may attend
at no charge.  913-648-1520.
ADOPTION INFORMATION MEETING. Oct. 3, 6:30-
8:00pm.  Leawood Pioneer Library, 4700 Town Center
Dr., Leawood, KS.  Free.  Spon. by Dillon International,
Inc.  314-576-4100.
TRANSFORMATION – CHANGING THE WAY YOU
THINK.  Oct. 4, 7:00-9:30pm.  Midtown Baptist Temple,
3953 Walnut, KCMO 64111.  Peter Loth, holocaust sur-
vivor, will tell of his own endurance of abuse, pain, and
suffering, yet he has a powerful zeal to teach us how to

forgive in any situation or circumstance.  816-898-9092.
ARMOND MORALES. Oct. 6, 6pm.  Church on the Rock
Outreach Center, 1700 SW Market St., Lee’s Summit, MO.
816-246-7625.
AVOID PROBATE SEMINARS. Oct. 8 & 24, 7pm.  Lewis
Living Trust Center, 700 NE Langsford Rd., Lee’s Sum-
mit, MO.  Free.  816-524-3200.
SCHOOL OF POWER AND LOVE. Oct. 9-12.  City
Church, Olathe, KS.  Featured speakers: Bob Hazlett,
Todd White and Tom Ruotolo.  www.powerandlove.org
or 877-557-6937.  
FIBROMYALGIA SUPPORT GROUP MEETING. Oct.
10, 7-8:30pm.  Countryside Christian Church, 6101 Nall
Ave., Mission, KS 66202.  Guest speaker:  Linda Bamber
speaking on Natural Ideas for Breast Health.  913-384-
4673.
WRITE ABOUT JESUS. Oct. 10-12.  First Baptist Church
of Harvester, 4075 S Old Highway 94, St. Charles, MO.
Begins on Thursday evening and goes through Saturday
evening.  $325 registration.  
GRACE@HOME PARENTING CONFERENCE. Oct. 11,
6:30-9pm & Oct. 12, 8:30am-2:30pm.  Grace Church,
8500 W. 159th St., OPKS 66223.  Our desire is to create a
culture in which parents embrace their role as the pri-
mary faith influencers in the lives of their kids.  Week-
end seminars are offered two times per year.
913-814-7223.
MISSOURI BAPTIST CHILDREN’S HOME FOSTER &
ADOPTION INFORMATION MEETING. Oct. 14, 6pm.
5155 Raytown Rd., Suite 104, KCMO 64133.  Learn how
you can use your God-given talents.  816-795-8878.
DAVID RUBIN.  Oct. 18, 7:30 p.m. Adat Yeshua, 8512
Stearns, OPKS.   Israeli terrorist victim, former Mayor of
Shilo (where the Tabernacle stood), and expert on the
Middle East.   913-888-7272.
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MARC LOWRY - NEW LIFE ASSEMBLY
CHURCH, OAK GROVE, MO
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Family Events, Christian Concerts, Theatre, Youth Events, Meetings, Clubs, Bible Studies, Family Fun, Speakers and More!

Looking for the 
PERFECT PLACE to host your

next BIG Gathering?

Showing 
Hollywood Blockbusters AND

Today’s Best Inspirational Films!

�����
�����	��
����	��������
�	���������

Ticket Prices: Adult: $11 • Child under 12: $5 Concession Stand Available. Church Groups Welcome.
����� 
�	�����	
�	��!�������������	������
�	����������� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

���� �������� �������
��������������
�������	��������������������������	������������

������������������������������	�����
��

Check out Family Events in the MV
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SCHOOL OF POWER AND
LOVE FEAT. BOB HAZLETT

OCT

9-12



AMAZING GRACE:  SECOND CHANCES. Oct. 19, 12:30-
4:30pm.  New Hope Church, 4330 North Oak, KCMO.
$20 at the door.  Hear stories of a pilot scheduled to fly
the American Airlines plane that hit the Twin Towers on
9/11 and a quadriplegic who was miraculously healed.
Spon. by Moving On Ministries.  816-454-1521.
MISSIONS CONFERENCE. Oct. 20-21.  Sunday Morn-
ing, 9:30 & 11 services featuring Dr. Tom Elliff & This
Hope; Sunday Evening, 5pm featuring Dr. Ronnie Floyd,
Aaron Coe & This Hope; Monday Evening, 7pm featuring
Gracia Burnham & Dr. William E.G. Thomas.  Lenexa
Baptist Church, 15320 W. 87th St. Pkwy, Lenexa, MO.
913-599-6447.
SMITH LECTURES IN CONTEMPORARY JEWISH
LIFE. Oct. 20, 5:30pm.  Yates-Gill College Union Room
221, William Jewell College, Liberty, MO.  Speaker: Rabbi
Neal Schuster.  He will explore the “How do we live?”
question of Jewell’s Core Curriculum and discuss the
Jewish perspective of ethics.  816-415-5223.
“THE TRANSFORMING POWER OF FORGIVENESS.”
1 Conference, 2 Locations.  $10 per person, light lunch
provided, high school students admitted free.  Day One -
Oct. 25, 7-9pm.  Grace Church, 8500 W. 159th St., OPKS
66223.  Day Two – Oct. 26, 9am – 7:30pm.  Harvest Bap-
tist Church, 901 NW 19th St., Blue Springs, MO 64015.
Special Saturday – High School Youth Sessions (Age 14-
19).  Bryan Burkholder – “When Your Family, Friends
and Other Tick You Off – Forgiveness For Teens”.  Key
Speakers: Rosie Hill, Charissa Swindoll Gaither, Brian
Johnson, Dr. Eva Tucker Nevels, Janet Cross, Mark W.
Gaither, & Pastor Alan Shelby.
GOOD NEWS CLUB TEAM ORIENTATION TRAINING.
Oct. 26, 9am-4pm.  HOPE Church, 2648 N. 18th St.,
KCKS.  $6, pay at door.  816-358-1138.
KANSAS CITY GLORY INVASION II. Oct. 31 – Nov. 3.
Christ Triumphant Church, 401 NE Chipman Rd., Lee’s
Summit, MO.  Speakers: Kevin & Kathy Basconi and
David & Stephanie Hertzog.  816-524-6120.
RECONCILLATION WEEKEND. Nov. 1-3.  Spon. by If
Not For Grace.  816-847-2911.
THE KANSAS CITY ISRAEL ACTION FORUM. Nov. 17,
1-4pm.  The Temple, Congregation B’nai Jehudah, 12320
Nall Ave., OPKS.  An insider’s perspective: Israel’s chal-
lenges and opportunities in 2013 and beyond.  Featuring
David Horovitz.  312-253-8984.
PASTOR, CHURCH AND LAW! Nov. 23, 9am-3pm.
Heart of America Ministries Church, 7600 Blue Ridge
Blvd., KCMO 64138.  A special seminar for pastors and
churches.  816-356-6380.
ONETHING 2013 YOUNG ADULT CONFERENCE. Dec.
28-31.  Kansas City Convention Center.  Spon. by Interna-
tional House of Prayer.  Speakers include:  Mike Bickle,
Francis Chan, Allen Hood, Misty Edwards, Matt Redman,
Jesus Culture & Banning Liebscher.  Ihopkc.org/onething

SPECIAL CHURCH EVENTS
EXPRESSIONS OF GRACE. Oct. 3.  Doors open at
6:45am, Gallery Experience 7-9pm.  Grand Street Café,
Plaza Grand Rooms, 4740 Grand Ave., KCMO 64112.  Spon.
by If Not For Grace Ministries.  Hosted by speaker, author,
and songwriter Gwen Smith.  www.infg.org  816-668-
4861.
ALLIANCE FOR LIFE-MISSOURI FUNDRAISING EVENT.
Oct. 4.  Emaline Ballroom, 616 SW 3rd St., Lee’s Summit,
MO.  Tickets are $20, including a silent auction, dessert
and hors devours.  816-806-4168.
27TH ANNUAL BENEFIT AUCTION & DINNER. Oct. 4,
dinner 5-6:30pm, silent auctions 5pm, live auction 7-9pm.
Heartland High School & Academy, 810 S. Cedar, Belton,
MO 64012.  www.hfministries.org
LIFE CHAIN. Oct. 6.  The Life Chain is a public witness,
prayerful hour for the unborn.  Visit the National Life
Chain website to find the time of location of the event in
your area.  www.LifeChain.net  816-353-4113.
40TH ANNUAL MENNONITE RELIEF SALE. Oct. 11 & 12.
Sycamore Grove Mennonite Church, 27221 S Sycamore
Grove Rd., Garden City, MO 64747.  Fridays activities:
Booths open at 4:30pm, BBQ 5-8pm, Entertainment 6pm
& 7:30pm.  Saturdays activities:  Country breakfast 7-9am,
Booths open at 7:30am, General auction 9am, Lunch
11:30am-2pm, Quilt auction 1pm.  816-884-2373.
LOVE’S OUTREACH FOOD DISTRIBUTION. Oct. 12,
11am-12:30pm.  Church on the Rock Outreach Center, 1700
SW Market St., Lee’s Summit, MO.  Free food for families
in need.  Valid ID and proof of residency required to par-
ticipate.  816-246-7625.
2013 RUN FOR A CHILD RACHEL HOUSE BENEFIT.
Oct. 12.  The 5K starts on N. Norton and Vivion adjacent to
Penguin Park, and the 1 mile family fun walk winds
through the park for a scenic morning trek along Lake-

wood Greenway Lake.  www.rachelhousefriends.org
ANNUAL BANQUET AND SILENT AUCTION OF CHILD
EVANGELISM FELLOWSHIP. Oct. 12, 5-8:30pm.  First
Baptist Church of Shawnee, 11400 Johnson Dr., Shawnee,
KS.  Featuring dinner music by the Yakety Sax Quartet
and the words and music of Ray Hildebrand.  5-7pm Silent
Auction, 6-7pm Buffet dinner served, 7-8pm Program, 8-
8:30 Winning auction item pick-up.  816-358-1138.
HOLMESWOOD’S FALL FESTIVAL. Oct. 12, 11-2pm.
Holmeswood Baptist Church, 9700 Holmes Rd., KCMO.
Rain or shine!  Game Kart, Moon Walk, Games and Prizes,
hot dogs, hamburgers, All Free!  816-942-1729.
AUDITIONS. Oct. 14, 3-7pm.  Greenleaf Music & Arts
Academy of Olathe, KS.  1530 E. Kansas City Road, Olathe,
KS 66061.  Auditions for both the Christmas comedy and
the 2014 winter musical Ekklesia.  Sign ups are required in
person and are on a first come first serve basis.  913-397-
7071.

40TH ANNUALPREGNANCY AND INFANT LOSS RE-
MEMBRANCE DAY. Oct. 15, 7pm.  JC Nichols Memorial
Foundation.  There will be a small candlelight memorial
service with the reading of the List of Honor names fol-
lowed by time to reflect.  
ADVICE AND AID PREGNANCY CTR. BANQUET. Oct. 17.
Sheraton Hotel, Overland Park, KS.  913-962-0200.
TALL OAKS GALA 2013. Oct. 18, 5:30pm Stadium Tours,
6pm Silent Auction and Fellowship, 7:30pm Dinner and
9pm Live Auction.  Aarowhead Stadium, 1 Arrowhead Dr.,
KCMO 64129.  A behind-the-scenes look at the Chiefs Hall
of Honor, Press Box, Locker Room and more!  913-301-
3004.
ANNUAL GOSPEL SING. Oct. 18, 6pm.  Cowen Audito-
rium, 7020 W. 74th St., OPKS.  $15/adult, $7/child 6-12,
under age 5 is free.  Featured Performer: Greg Blake; One
Way and 60-voice choir.  Spon. by KCCBS & OCS Alumni
Association.  913-647-8728.
THE MARKET AND COOKIE CAFÉ – HOME CEDOR, AR-
TISAN EXTRAVAGANZA. Oct. 25, 10am-8pm & Oct. 26,
10am-4pm.  Central Church of the Nazarene, 12600 W
87th St Pkwy., Lenexa, KS 66215.  Vendors will display
finely crafted items such as jewelry, home décor, holiday
decorations, furniture, clothing and much more.  Enjoy a
free cup of coffee or hot cider at the Cookie Café where a
wide assortment of homemade cookies and candy will be
available for purchase.  Free admission.  913-541-2600.
COFFEEHOUSE NIGHT. Oct. 26.  Greenleaf Music & Arts
Academy Testify! Coffeehouse, 1500 East Kansas City Rd.,
Suite 10, Olathe, KS.  $5 admission.  Do you ever miss the
good old days of hearing people’s testimonies of how
their lives were changed when they came to Christ?  913-
397-7071.
LOVE’S OUTREACH COMMUNITY FOOD DISTRIBU-
TION IN PLEASANT HILL. Oct. 26, 9am-10am.  Cass Co.
Fairgrounds, 308 W. Commercial, Pleasant Hill, MO.  Free
food for families in need.  Valid ID & proof of residency re-
quired to participate.  Free and open to the public.  816-
246-7625.

JUDGEMENT HOUSE. Oct. 27, 4-7pm; Oct. 30, 6-8pm;
Nov. 2, 4-7pm; Nov. 3, 4-7pm.  First Baptist Church of
Shawnee, 11400 Johnson Dr., Shawnee, KS 66203.  Life
ends suddenly for the Wood Family.  The final hours they
spend eating popcorn and watching a movie were the last
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4 floors with 120
booths all with 
original works of 
art and crafts
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LIFECHAIN –A PUBLIC WITNESS,
PRAYFUL HOUR FOR THE UNBORN
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that they would ever spend together as a family.  When
the Silent Killer stole their physical lives, their spiritual
eternity began.  A one hour walk through drama that
could change your life forever.  913-268-6500.
FREE FALL FESTIVAL. Oct. 27, Worship Service at 11am,
Festival starts at 12:30pm.  Spring Valley Baptist Church,
8801 E. 79th St., Raytown, MO 64138.  Fun, Food, Festival
& Fellowship.  Guest Speaker: Carey Casey.  816-356-1924.
10TH ANNUAL COMMUNITY HARVEST FESTIVAL.
Oct. 31, 5pm-8:30pm.  1st & Mulberry, Louisburg, KS
66053.  Featuring TEAM XTREME, family activities & ven-
dors available.  Free.  913-837-2979.
TRUNK OR TREAT. Oct. 31, 6-8pm.  Red Bridge Christian
Church, 10842 McGee St., KCMO 64114.  
TRUNK OR TREAT. Oct. 31, 6pm.  CrossWay Bible
Church, 701 NW Woods Chapel Rd., Blue Springs, MO.  A
free family event of fun, games and safe trick-or-treating.
816-228-1411.
MOTHER’S REFUGE BENEFIT – TASTE OF COMPAS-
SION.  Nov. 2, 5-8pm.  Truman Memorial Hall, 416 W.

Maple, Indep., MO 64050.  Tickets $25.  816-353-8070.
AARON’S HOUSE MATERNITY HOME, “ABUNDANT
LIFE” FUNDRAISING BANQUET. Nov. 3, 3-5pm.  Har-
risonville Church of the Nazarene, 2305 E. South Street,
Harrisonville, MO.  Free to attend, MUST RSVP by sending
an email to events@aaronshouse.org 816-738-1602.
HOLIDAY MARKET.  Nov. 12, 9am-3pm.  Holmeswood
Baptist Church, 9700 Holmes Road, KCMO 64131.  Spon.
by the Holmeswood Youth Group.  Holmeswood will be
filled with crafters, artisans, and specialty vendors offer-
ing a wide assortment of holiday items for your pre-holi-
day shopping.  Homemade cinnamon rolls will be offered
in the morning, and wonderful soups and more during
the lunch hour.  While you are shopping, enjoy handbell
choirs and our Community Chorus.  816-942-1729.

FINE ARTS
LAURA MCPHEE: RIVER OF NO RETURN. Through
Sept. 22, open Tues. – Thur. 10-4, Fri.-Sat. 10-9, Sun 11-5.
Kemper Museum of Contemporary Art, 4420 Warwick

Blvd., KCMO 64111.  Free admission and parking.  The ex-
hibition’s theme is a look at the landscape and culture of
the American West with a special focus on the Sawtooth
Valley in central Idaho.  816-753-5784.  
YOUR HIT PARADE. Through Oct. 27.  Quality Hill Play-
house, 303 W. 10th St., KCMO.  Single tickets are $32.  
“WICKED.” Oct. 9-27, 7:30pm, Tue.-Thu.; 8pm, Fri.; 2pm
& 8pm, Sat.; 1pm & 6:30pm Sun.  Music Hall, 301 W 13th
St., KCMO 64105.  800-745-3000.

“AN IDEAL HUSBAND.” Oct. 10-13.  Liberty Chapel, Cal-
vary Bible College & Theological Seminary.  Presented by
Calvary Bible College Theatre Arts Department.  www.cal-
vary.edu
THE WIZARD OF OZ. Oct. 17, 10am (School Day) & 7pm
(Family Day); Oct. 18, 7pm; Oct. 19, 2pm & 7pm; Oct. 20,
2pm.  Goppert Theater Avila University, 11901 Wornal Rd.,
KCMO 64145.  Presented by CYT.  www.cytkc.org
“THE PRODIGAL DAUGHTER.” Oct. 18-19, 8pm.  Yard-

ley Hall at JCCC.  Tickets: $50, $30 or $20.  Presented by
Storling Dance Theater.  913-469-4445.
IMPRESSIONIST FRANCE:  VISIONS OF NATION LE
GRAY TO MONET. Oct. 10 – Feb. 9.  The Nelson-Atkins
Museum of Art, 4525 Oak St., KCMO 64111.  Experience
the pleasure and excitement of traveling through mid-
19th century France; from Paris to the countryside, the
top of Mont Blanc to the Mediterranean.  Featuring 125
key paintings and photographs from thirty-six major mu-

Find us online!1-888-FUN-YMCA
www.troutlodge.org

13528 State Hwy AA
Potosi, MO 63664

FALL FAMILY GETAWAYS
AT YMCA TROUT LODGE

Call or visit us online 
for more  information! 
Non-Y Members are welcome!

YMCA Trout Lodge is a year-round 
family resort and conference 
center nestled on more than 
5000 acres of beautiful forest-
covered hills and situated on a 
private 360-acre lake. It is also 
home to a working horse ranch 
and more than 40 recreational 
and high adventure activities. 
Guests can  choose between 
hotel-style lodging and family 
cabins or just come for the day.
With all of this and per person 
rates that include lodging, 
three meals a day, and most 
activities, it’s easy to see why 
Trout Lodge has been a favorite 
family destination for more than  
50 years. 

What is YMCA Trout Lodge?

Whatever the season, whatever the reason, Trout Lodge is the best 
place for memorable family vacations, reunions, retreats, and more!

Join us for:
THANKSGIVING IN THE 
OZARKS:  Nov. 27 – Dec. 1
Package Pricing Available!
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seums.  816-751-1321.
“THE TEENY TINY WOMAN & OTHER HALLOWEEN
TALES.”  Oct. 26, 11am & 2pm.  Puppetry Arts Institute,
11025 E. Winner Rd., Indep., MO 64052.  With Peter of
Parasol Puppets.  816-833-9777.
TARZAN. Nov. 7, 10am (School Day) & 7pm (Family Day);
Nov. 8, 7pm; Nov. 9, 2pm & 7pm; Nov. 10, 1pm & 4pm; Nov.
14, 7pm (Family Day); Nov. 15, 10am (School Day) & 7pm;
Nov. 16, 2pm & 7pm; Nov. 17, 2pm.  Bell Cultural Events
Center, MidAmerica Nazarene, 2030 East College Way,
Olathe, KS 66062.  Presented by CYT.  www.cytkc.org.

FAMILY OUTINGS
KANSAS CITY RENAISSANCE FESTIVAL. Through Oct.
14, 10am-7pm; Weekends only.  628 N 126th St., Bonner
Springs, KS 66012.  $19.95 adults, $10.95 children.  800-
373-0357.  
BIG CREEK COUNTRY SHOWPLACE, 110 Veterans Park-
way, Pleasant Hill, Missouri.  64080.  Oct. 5.Rock and Roll
Oldies Show with Jeremy Cato, Amber Mainard, David
Taylor, KFKFs Tony Stevens & Elvis Impersonator Bobby
Simkins. Oct.  12.The Fantastic Duke Mason, Lovely Ashley
Jackson & Banjo Player Ty Green. Oct. 19.Tenor Paul Asher,
Pretty Jamie Gumm Malone & Freddie Fender Imperson-
ator Danny Contreras. Oct. 26. Big 31st Halloween/An-
niversary Show with Jeremy Cato, Shirley & Larry Smith,
David Taylor and All the Guys & Ghouls! $11 - $12.   For
Reservations (816) 524-6856.
SHUCK’S CORN MAZE AND PUMPKIN PATCH.
Through Oct. 27, Fri. 6-10pm, Sat. 12-10pm & Sun. 1-6pm.
Corn Maze, Pumpkin Patch, Barrel Train, Corn Cannon,
Hay Mountain, Hayrides, Concessions, Picnic Area, Hay
Jump.  816-335-4014.
“HARMONIES OF THE HOMEFRONT.” Through Oct. 27.
National World War I Museum at Liberty Memorial, 100
W. 26th St., KCMO.  816-888-8100.
FRED HARVEY: THE MAN, THE BRAND, AND THE
AMERICAN WEST. Through Jan. 4.  Concourse Gallery,
400 W Pershing Rd., KCMO.  866-272-6272. 
REAL PIRATES. Through Jan. 5, Sunday 11am-5pm;
Mon.-Thu. 9:30am-5pm; Fri.-Sat. 9:30am-7pm.  Union Sta-
tion, 30 W Pershing Rd., KCMO.  816-460-2020.
AMERICAN ROYAL BARBECUE. Oct. 4-6, 9am-11pm,
Fri.; 8am-11pm, Sat.; 6am-6pm, Sun.  American Royal
Complex, 1701 American Royal Ct., KCMO 64102.  500
teams competing in four meat categories.  816-221-9800.
PUMPKINS, GOURDS AND APPLES, OH MY! Oct. 5,
9am-1pm.  Downtown Area, City Market, 20 E 5th St.,
KCMO 64106.  
RUN FOR THE PENGUINS! Oct. 5, 8:30am.  6800 Zoo
Drive, KCMO 64132.  10th Annual Kansas City Zoo 4 mile
Run/Walk.  The 1 mile Family Fun Run starts at 9:45am.
816-513-5800.
25TH ANNUAL APPLEFEST CELEBRATION. Oct. 5-6,
10am-6pm.  Downtown Main Street, Weston, MO.  Variety
of arts and craft booths with fun children’s activities too.
816-640-2909.  
FESTIVAL OF ARTS, CRAFTS AND MUSIC. Oct. 5-6,
10am Sat., 11am Sun.  Missouri Town 1855, 8010 E Park
Rd., Lee’s Summit, MO 64064.  Hot-spiced cider, 1850’s
music and dance, children’s games, period arts and crafts,
horse drawn buggy rides and fun-filled hay rides make
this a special weekend event.  816-503-4800.
HARVEST FESTIVAL. Oct. 12, 10am-4:30pm.  Shoal
Creek Living History Museum in Hodge Park, 7000 NE
Barry Road, KCMO.  $5 per person, age 5 and under free.
816-739-3061.
IMPROV SHOW. Oct. 12, 7pm.  1500 E. Kansas  City Rd.,
Suite 10, Olathe, KS 66061.  $5 at the door.  A night of
good, clean fun.  913-397-7071.
30TH ANNUAL BEST LITTLE ART AND CRAFTS SHOW.
Nov. 22, 10am-7pm & Nov. 23, 10am-6pm.  Roger T. Ser-
mon Community Center, 201 North Dodgion, Indep., MO,
Southeast corner at Truman & Noland Roads.  4 floors
with 120 booths all with original works of arts and crafts.
816-325-7370.

MONTHLY MEETINGS
BUILDING BETTER MOMS. The United Methodist
Church of the Resurrection, 13720 Roe Ave., Leawood, KS.
For local mothers of children in early childhood, elemen-
tary school, middle school, high school, and for single
moms, with both day and evening meeting times avail-
able at the Leawood campus.  www.cor.org  913-897-0120.
WEEKLY - CHRISTIAN BUSINESS MEN’S COMMITTEE

meets weekly in various parts of the city. Call Jim Mathis,
913-269-6709, for time and location. 
WEEKLY – FAITH BASED 12-STEP PROGRAM OF RE-
COVERY FROM COMPULSIVE OVEREATNG. Call
Overeater’s Anonymous 913-383-5933 or visit
www.kansascityoa.org for more information and to access
the schedule of various meetings in the metro area.  
MONTHLY - MISSOURI RIGHT TO LIFE CHAPTERS
816-353-4113; KANSANS FOR LIFE CHAPTERS 913-
268-8486.
DIVORCECARE AND DIVORCECARE4KIDS. Sundays
from 6-7:30 P.M. Help for those going through or having
gone through divorce.  Timothy Lutheran Church, 425 NW
RD Mize Road, Blue Springs, MO.  816-228-5300.  
2ND  & 4TH SUN. –METRO CITIZEN’S COALITION, 2:30
pm. Trails West Library, 11401 E. 23rd, Independence, MO.
Free. Open to public. Rear parking & entrance. 816-781-
6394.
4TH SUNDAY, 3-6pm.  ISRAEL DANCE FELLOWSHIP.

The Barn/Car Farm, 8000 Oldham Rd., Raytown, MO.
Free.  Hebrew dance lessons, worship & prayer for Israel.
816-739-6738.
MON. - JOB TERMINATION SUPPORT GROUP. 7PM.
Christ’s Church, 5500 W, 91st St., (91st & Nall), OPKS.  If
you’ve been laid off or terminated and are looking for
peer support please join us.  We pray for each other and
are doing readings from “Battlefield of the Mind”.  913-
648-2271.
1ST MON. – CHRISTIAN BUSINESS CONNECTIONS
NETWORK. 9am.  Country Club Café, 21911 W. 66th St.,
Shawnee, KS 66226.  913-441-2444.
2ND & 4TH   MON. - MOPS, 9:30 a.m. MOPS. First Bap-
tist Raytown, 10500 E 350 Highway, Raytown, MO  Sup-
port groups for mothers of preschool-aged children.
Offers creative activities, social events & learning oppor-
tunities.  816-353-1994.  
2ND & 4TH MON. - JOB LOSS SUPPORT. 9-10am.  Holy
Cross Lutheran Church, 7851 W. 119th St., OPKS.  913-381-

1285.
TUES. – FEAR NOT SUPPORT GROUP.  7pm.  New Summit
Presbyterian Church, 1800 NE Indep., MO.  Using material
based on the Christian 12 Steps also Anxiety Centre “The
Anxiety/Phobia Workbook” by Edmund Bourne.  

TUES. – CELEBRATE RECOVERY.  7pm.  Holy Cross Lutheran
Church, 7851 W. 119th St., OPKS.  Christ centered 12-step
program for anyone struggling with any type of hurt,
compulsion, addiction or dysfunctional behavior is wel-
come.  913-449-7265.
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WIZARD OF OZ - GOPPERT
THEATER, AVILA UNIVERSITY
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Unlimited is a movie adaptation of a
remarkable life. However, unlike most
adaptations based on books, Unlimited
(opening Oct. 11 in Kansas City) explores
broad themes of faith and life lessons, both
learned and taught, of an individual who
seemingly has discovered the keys to suc-
cess.

  In this semi-fictional story, Simon Or-
well (Daniel Ross Owens) is a young man
who has overcome tremendous obstacles
to attend a prestigious university and then
finds his life derailed by his own bad
choices. Contacted by a former professor
now living in Mexico, he travels to meet
him and provide engineering expertise to
create a prototype device that has the po-
tential to provide “unlimited” power to
impoverished nations.

  After arriving in a dusty Mexican bor-
der town, Simon immediately becomes
caught in the crosshairs of a violent drug
cartel and is injured in a highway assault.
Pedro (Robert Amaya, Courageous, Octo-
ber Baby) crosses paths with Simon and
averts the attention of his pursuers and
thus becomes the unlikely savior of this
gringo. Led to a small orphanage, Simon
is sheltered by Dr. Harold Finch of Lee’s
Summit. Yes, Lee’s Summit as in Missouri.

  Now Harold is no invention con-
cocted out of the mind of a screenwriter.

He’s a living, breathing individual whom
I see regularly — almost weekly — at my
Teaching God’s Infinite Wisdom (TGIW)
men’s group. I’ve known Harold person-
ally for 18 years, so seeing his life mission
portrayed on the big screen is a slightly
surreal experience.

  Played by actor Fred Thompson (Law
and Order, The Hunt for Red October, Die
Hard 2 and former Tennessee senator),
Harold is a soft-spoken, steady figure in
the movie, much as  he is in real life. Acting
is most challenging not when used to por-
tray grandiose and verbose characters but
when revealing a quiet, introspective per-
son. Thompson accurately conveys the
qualities of the real-life, humble Harold
Finch.

  Dr. Harold, as he’s known in the
movie, has established this orphanage, and
behind its walls children receive all the
nourishment they need for survival —
physical, emotional and spiritual. The
movie does a great service to orphanages,
portraying them as a refuge for society’s
most vulnerable. The arrival of an Amer-
ican, bleeding and without identification,
doesn’t faze the doctor but Sophia — the
young and beautiful (and American-edu-
cated) assistant is not amused. Played by
relative newcomer Crystal Martinez, she
has her doubts, not only about the Amer-
ican’s motives but also the wisdom of
bringing him and his troubles into an or-
phanage.

  Dr. Harold, like the loving father to a
wayward son, encourages Simon to pur-

sue his dreams but to begin by setting
some life goals and to pursue a deeper un-
derstanding of his place in this world and
the unlimited potential he has through the
talents he has been given.

  The film’s climax comes as Simon,
Harold and the orphanage are confronted
with the real-life evil facing Mexicans ––
the drug trade and corruption that sur-
rounds it. Pedro and Sophia feel betrayed
which puts Simon at yet another cross-
road in his life.

  Produced on a relatively small budget,
Unlimited has been described as a movie
so well done that you wouldn’t be
ashamed to take your family, or your un-
saved neighbor or brother-in-law. There
are few movies birthed in the Christian
community that create the tension and
drama you would expect from much big-
ger budgets or names. Here, portrayed
through good storytelling and excellent
acting, the story of Unlimited stands

above or at least near the pinnacle of
Christian film efforts of the last 30 years.

  From the action sequences to the ten-
der moments of hushed dialogue, Unlim-
ited carries a message of faith and hope
that doesn’t need a huge crucifix around
the lead actor’s neck or big Bible to thump
on your head to get you to pay attention.
It does so with the honest portrayal of or-

dinary people who are doing extraordi-
nary things. It doesn’t hurt that the pro-
ducers saw the wisdom to invest wisely in
some special effects that would make fans
of The X-Files proud.

  But excellent studio productions and
special effects can often impede a good
story. Here, they complement it. And the
acting shines through by being required to
stand on its own.

  Rod Handley, founder of Character
that Counts and co-leader of the TGIW
men’s meetings that originated in Kansas
City, laid it out. “Some movies that you see
and that are promoted in the Christian
community have this ‘cringe factor’,” he
said. “I love movies, and I’m sensitive to
that. I didn’t feel that way at all with Un-
limited.” 

  Handley said his college-age sons were
excited by a movie they could see with
their buddies and that the film’s theme of
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unlimited potential speaks to a generation
of youth seemingly wandering in search
of meaning in today’s culture and job
market.

  Phil Hopper, lead pastor of Abundant
Life church in Lee’s Summit, told Metro
Voice that he agrees. Hopper says he sees
tremendous potential for this movie to af-
fect people in a positive way. 

  “Entertainment moves quickly,” says
Hopper. “Movie-goers are pretty savvy
these days. They can tell a dud a mile
away.” 

  Hopper shared how this movie, with
its first-rate story line, editing and pace,
will appeal to a wide range of people with
an important message, and for that rea-
son, he supports it.

  “We will encourage our church family
to use the film as an outreach” said Hop-
per. “It’s a great, non-threatening event to
invite a friend or un-churched family

member to.”
  That has been the consensus of every-

one I’ve interviewed who has seen the
film. Since the movies Courageous, Fire-
proof and others, the Christian commu-
nity continues demand top quality
Christian productions before they’ll give
their stamp of approval. Courageous and
Fireproof were a good start but the Inde-
pendent Christian film industry is chang-
ing quickly. Unlimited has come a long at
the perfect time — to build on the success
of those films and keep Christian movie-
goers interested but more importantly, for
them not to feel embarrassed to take a
friend.

  As Unlimited’s storyline delves into
the potential of the human spirit, so has
this new generation of moviemakers
delved into a new generation of great film-
making. They’ve also discovered unlim-
ited potential and one that moviegoers
will not regret supporting.

  For more information, visit unlimit-
edthemovie.com.

This month in some good Christian
music news, we were notified that Kansas
City’s own Dreamin’ Out Loud are an-
nouncing they have an artist that has been
nominated in two categories at the 2013
International Music and Entertainment
Association's inaugural award show. Con-
grats go out to the Virginia-based Katelyn
McCarter for her consideration for Chris-
tian/Gospel Female Vocalist of the Year
and Christian/Gospel Entertainer of the
Year. Dreamin’ Out Loud was also nomi-
nated for Record Company of the Year.
PureVolume.com says “McCarter is
primed to be the next big star in music.” 

  Upcoming concerts in Kansas City in-
clude Mark Lowry and his Unplugged
Unplanned Tour. Lowry combines his wit
and great voice during and evening of en-
tertainment at New Life Church in Oak
Grove, Sat., Oct. 5. Tickets available at
museconcerts.com or Marklowry.com.

  Don’t miss The Glorious Unfolding
Tour with Steven Curtis Chapman, Laura
Story and Jason Gray. The Oct. 20 gig will
be held at 7 p.m. at College church of the
Nazarene in Olathe. For information call
913-764-4575 or visit rushconcerts.com.

  Tobymac returns to KC with the Hits

Deep Tour on Nov. 21, 7 p.m.
at the Independence Events
Center. The evening also in-
cludes performances by Bran-
don Heath, Mandisa, Jamie
Grace, American Idol stars
Colton Dixon and Chris Au-
gust and more. 

For more details on
these concerts see the Metro
Voice Concert Guide.
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Dreaming Out Loud artist recognized

musicscene

D.C.
Jeanes
Metro Voice
Music critic
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11904 Shawnee Mission Parkway, Shawnee, KS  
Ph. 913-962-5151.  Come see us! 
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“Pray for Our
Nation”

Pick up a FREE bumper sticker 
at Beacon Bible Books in Belton or 

Tree of Life in Independence!



It’s curious to think that just beyond the
perfectly manicured lawns and the well-
kept historic brick buildings of one of the
country’s most prestigious Ivy League
schools, Harvard University, lies a thriving
down-on-your-luck homeless community
who calls Harvard Square home.

  Studying for a master’s at Harvard Di-
vinity School, student John Frame got his
first taste of this oft-forgotten community
when he volunteered at the Harvard
Square Homeless Shelter. He decided to
turn his volunteer efforts into a long-term
experiment in immersion journalism. For
10 weeks, Frame lived on the streets of
Harvard Square, getting a first-hand look
at what it’s like to not have a roof overhead
or a bed to sleep in at night.

  On the streets, Frame meets a colorful
cast of characters who serve as the protag-
onists in Homeless at Harvard. Through
the eyes of homeless men like Neal, Dane,
George and Chubby John, whose first-per-
son accounts are sprinkled throughout the
novel, readers will surprisingly see bits of
their own stories mirrored in their narra-
tives. Frame’s new friends teach him the
fundamentals of how to survive in Har-
vard Square: how to panhandle, or “stem”
as the professionals call it; where to stash
collected belongings; and the best places to
sleep. More than that, they share their sto-
ries, often wrought with equal parts pain
and hope, on benches in front of the CVS
Pharmacy, a popular gathering place.
Throughout his stint on the streets of
Boston, Frame’s perceptions of the home-
less are completely shattered. He discovers

the people outside Harvard’s gates aren’t
that much different from the people insid-
eHarvard’s gates.

  Rather than judging these misfits for
their circumstances, Frame takes time to
get to know them personally. He makes the
point that if we reallylisten, we will always
end up seeing people in a different, more
compassionate light.

  Ironically, Frame muses that by the
end of his 10 weeks, he feels he, personally,
has done little to help his newfound
friends. However, it’s obvious Frame gives
more than he realizes simply by being a
faithful listener. Instead, he professes to be
the fortunate one, for all of the life lessons
his homeless friends teach. Indeed, the
short book is filled with nuggets of
poignant wisdom gleamed from the lives
and observations of the homeless.

F r a m e
admits even
after spending
10 weeks
sleeping out-
side in the un-
f o r g i v i n g
elements, he
didn’t trulyex-
p e r i e n c e
homelessness
simply because
he wasn’t
homeless. He
still kept a

locker at Harvard where he stashed his few
belongings. His income wasn’t dependent
on stemming, and he could still spend
some time indoors attending his weekly
classes as an enrolled student. All things
considered, Frame is too hard on himself.
He did what most of us would never do—
bravely enter a world completely outside

our comfort zones and give people a
chance.

  Frame’s friendships outlast his exper-
iment. Several of his homeless friends at-
tend his graduation, and he keeps up with
the whereabouts of others who end up
finding permanent or semi-permanent
homes after he leaves the Square.

  Although his writing is a myriad of
mismatched stories that don’t always flow
in chronological order, the pieces fit to-
gether like a patchwork quilt by the end.
More than anything, Homeless at Harvard
is a look at the human condition. It will tug
at heartstrings and cause readers to reeval-
uate how they view the outcasts of soci-
ety.Like Frame, readers will have a new
respect for the homeless community by
the last page of the relatively quick read, at
a short 208 pages. Frame helps readers un-
derstand that the homeless of Harvard are,
like us, broken and in need of redemption.
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CALL US ABOUT OUR NEWEST SHIPMENTS!  816-795-7212
18921 E. Valley View Pkwy (Near COSTCO) Independence, MO

Open: Monday thru Saturday, 10am to 6pm!

Fall Into Savings!

Looking for a 
Discount Christian

Book Store?
We’re now KC’s ONLY 

Wholesale Outlet!

�������"��!��#�"����#����������#���������������#����
(������#����#��#��"�
�	������

����$������!������!#����!�� !��$�#"�������!��
(���#��#��"���!�#����$#$�������������&�"��"���

����$��������$#��$��"�$� #$!�"�
(������%�����$���"����#���������������%�!"�

����"#���&�"�'�����!���"����#�������������%�!"�

���
��
���	�����
���
��
�
����������������������

Suppport your
local Christian
Bookstores

Homeless at Harvard An Insightful Experiment
by Glenn McCarty

����
�����

�"#�#�$�#��%�"!$��������
�	��������
��(�$��'�!��#&$%��" �*����������!�$�"#����������+$��&  �%

�����
�$%�%�����!!�!�

�� �!�#

��)���$���� ����$�
���!

�"����#!�(�)�'�$�% (
((���(�$��'�!�%#&$%��

" 

��������	���������������������������
����
������������������������

�����	
�
���������
���
��������

���������		�������
��������

���������		���������

new lewis living



Chiefs starting well
I watched the Chiefs demolish the

Eagles in Philadelphia. This was on
the heels of four days earlier handling
the Dallas Cowboys at Arrowhead.
And just a week prior, opening the
season In Jacksonville with a crushing
victory over the Jaguars. Folks, that is
a  3 - 0  start !!!  We haven’t seen that
in a while in Kansas City. 

No doubt the key to all the wins
has been the terrific DEFENSE the
team has played. The sacks and
turnovers just keep coming, some-
thing we haven’t seen since the days
of Derrick Thomas.  LB Justin Hous-
ton and NT Dontari Poe are leading
the way. The Chiefs already have 2 de-
fensive returns for TDs.  I know it’s
early, but get on the bandwagon be-
fore there is no room, this is one of, if
not the best defenses in the NFL !
They are literally right there with
Seattle, if not better so far. 

As for the offense, it is a work in
progress. As goes the offensive line, so
goes the offense. The O-line is young
and should improve across the year.
Staying healthy will be the key. They
have some fine young talent and it
will take time for them to gel.  QB
Alex Smith has yet to turn the ball
over, in fact neither has anyone else
through three games, nearly unheard
of these days. Smith will not dazzle
with long pass plays down the field,
but he will manage the game very well
and take what the defense gives him
and rarely turn the ball over. With the
type of defense we currently have,
that is definitely a recipe for the play-
offs and possibly a, dare I say, Super
Bowl ? 

“Defense Wins Championships”,
and the Chiefs definitely have a de-
fense!  Think ’85 Bears, think  2000
Ravens. That is where the Chiefs are
headed. This will be similar to “Mar-
tyBall”, but this team could go where
Marty never has. Okay, I will put my
glass of Kool-Aid down, but it sure

tastes good right now!  Go Chiefs !

Royals Appear Play-
off-Bound!
Congratulations are in order for

Royals General Manager Dayton
Moore as well as the team on a fine
2013 season !  Moore sent
his best prospect, Wil
Myers, along with a few
other minor prospects for
starting pitchers James
Shields and Wade Davis.
Though Davis was spotty
all year, Shields became
the “ace” the Royals des-
perately needed. Moore
also made another key
deal that bodes well for
the future, acquiring
super utility man Emilio
Bonafacio for next to
nothing late in the year from the Blue
Jays. It looks like Bonafacio may fill
the hole at 2B for years to come. 
The Royals 2013 MVP is no doubt

catcher Salvador Perez. Perez not only
made the All Star Team, but he made
every pitcher on the staff better by
how he called the game behind the

plate. The Royals pitching was not
only better by the Shields trade and
the signing of free agent Ervin San-
tana, but how Perez handled each and
everyone of the pitchers. This is evi-
denced by the best bullpen in Major
League Baseball, bar none. When
Perez missed games, the pitching staff

suffered and the team
record did as well. With
“Salvg” behind the plate,
the Royals were always in
the game. 
Two disappointments

this season were 3B Mike
Moustakas and the Royals
Home Run production.
Moustakas got off to such
a terrible start he could
never really dig himself
out of the hole he was in.
He should have been sent
back to Omaha for a few

weeks to work things out early in the
season. By the time George Brett had
come and gone as hitting coach,
“Moose” raised his average by 40
points, but he still remains undisci-
plined at the plate. 

The Royals were some 20 Home
Runs behind last year, mostly due to

Billy Butler and Moustakas. That lack
of power was the difference across the
entire season. The Royals could have
won the division had they hit the
same number as the year before. 

Three “Streaks” You’re Out !    1.
May 6-29,  4 wins  19 losses     2. July
10-14, 5 losses into the All Star Break
3. August 13-24,  1 win  10 losses, in-
cluding 5 at home to Miami and the
White Sox, two of the worst teams in
baseball.  In those 3 stretches the Roy-
als record was  5 wins and  34 losses,
OUCH !!!   Just think what could have
been had they won a couple of games
more here and there during those

horrific stretches.... 
Manager Ned Yost may or may not

be back next year,as his contract ran
out at the end of the season. There are
a handful of managers I think can do
better. 
As for 2014, the Royals could look

at replacing Moustakas, hopefully
with a power bat we thought he was
going to be. The Royals hopefully will
decide to re-sign Ervin Santana, and
hopefully Danny Duffy will be fully
healthy. Pitcher Yordano Ventura
looked really good in his debut and
could also be in the rotation next
year. 

Metro Voice ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––metrovoicenews.com � facebook.com/metrovoicenews––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––October 2013  •  21

As a boy growing up, I, like most boys,
collected some sports cards. I didn’t un-
derstand the value of them, and didn’t
have anyone I traded with-it
was just a guy thing. It wasn’t
until the early 90’s as an adult
and spending an evening with
one of my best friends, (that
later discovered through Ge-
nealogy research that we are
actually distant cousins), and
having him show me his col-
lection and how he had gotten
a Beckett Guide and priced
them, that I began to realize
the value they often have. For-
tunately, I still had some of my cards from

my youth. I was a child of the 70’s and 80’s
and was solely a baseball fan up to that
point-the Kansas City Royals being my

first love, of course.  That
should give you an idea of
what I had. Names like
George Brett, Reggie Jack-
son, Nolan Ryan, Ozzie
Smith, Cal Ripken Jr and
more. I proceeded to go get
a price guide and start re-
searching many of them
myself. I was pleasantly sur-
prised at the results.
He and I were soon going

in together to buy full boxes
of card packs. At that time, a box of 36

packs, with 10 cards per pack, would cost
you only $10.00. Not only that, but there
were nearly always enough repeats, that
he would get one, I would get one and I
was able to save one for my son, who
came along later. I began to hang around
at sports card shops, including the then
Collector’s Kingdom at the Metro North
Mall. When we weren’t buying boxes, I
usually just bough singles of well-known,
sought after players, and of my beloved
Kansas City Royals.
It wasn’t long before the owner, who

had noticed my buying habits turned me
on to the fact that if I really wanted an in-
vestment, football cards had “taken over”.
So, I again started out just buying singles,

first, of the Kansas City Chiefs players.
This was 1994. Then I started watching
Chiefs games only. In the beginning, I felt
like I was betraying my roots as a die-hard
baseball fan, so I was skeptical about
watching them. But, this was when Joe
Montana was the Chiefs QB and the next
thing you know, Joe would fire a pass into
the end-zone, and I’d be up off my seat
yelling “Yeah, Yeah!” But, then I would
look around, feeling embarrassed, to see
if anyone else was paying attention, and
quietly sat back down. Joe Montana and
the teams of that era will always be my fa-
vorite Chiefs teams. Then, while shopping
in a local K-Mart store, and checking out
their sports card section, I noticed 1994

Score Football for $1.99 in a 24-card pack.
There were, and still are brands that you
pay that for, and only get five to ten cards.
So, I bought it.
A couple cards looked valuable. Both

were Heath Shuler cards, as that was his
rookie year as Washington Redskins QB.
The next time I was in Collector’s King-
dom, I was sharing about my latest find
with the owner. I was shocked at the value
of what I had in that one pack. But these
days, that same $5 or $10.00 investment
just doesn’t get you nearly what it used to.
A $10.00 box might get you 5 packs, with
five cards in each, just as one example.
Free agency and the market being flooded
bear much of the blame.  

Chiefs and Royals off to a great start

Metro Voice is proud to introduce our new monthly sports section! Sports fans young and old can now look forward to monthly columns including pro-
files on present and past high school, college and pro players, coverage of recently held sports clinics, tournaments and or/fundraisers. Monthly
schedules for your favorite teams, recognition of recent notable accomplishments by various sports organizations, fantasy sports coverage, tips and
more. But most importantly, all this comes from writers and about players and teams that share their faith in the process! We hope you enjoy this new
monthly feature, and will give us your feedback along the way, so we can always strive to provide Metro Voice readers the very best faith-centered
sports coverage! 

TIM 
BLACO

Sports card collecting–the de-evolution of a much greater hobby

JOHN LOSH II

Steve’s

TLC Auto
For Your Complete 
Automotive Needs

• Inspections • A/C • Brakes • Tune-Ups
• Complete Exhaust

• Lowest Prices Around - Guaranteed! 
• All Makes & Models

• Computer Diagnostics
SERVING THE AREA SINCE 1964

All Cars are 
Detailed for
FREE!
weather permitting.

400 Pine Street
Pleasant Hill, MO
816-987-2984
816-716-9089



ENROLLMENT IS NOW OPEN AT CHRIS-
TIAN ACADEMY AND COLLEGE.  For a
free packet of information call 816-356-
6380, email: info@heartofamericaminis-
tires.com or visit our web site at:
http://www.heartofamericaministries.com/
heart.php OUR CHRISTIAN ACADEMY is a
great school for boys and girls, Pre-school
through 12th grade. We provide the most
quality education in a safe, loving Christian
environment which is conducive to learn-
ing.  OUR BIBLE COLLEGE is training Chris-
tian Workers, both Pastors and Laymen, to
serve as leaders in the Kingdom of God
both locally, nationally and internationally.
Students may participate by attend resi-
dent classes as well as taking Correspon-
dent/Online Courses. 
FOR SALE  add: 
HELP WANTED: Local Manufacturing and

Distribution Company is looking for moti-
vated individuals to work in the South
Kansas City/Belton/Harrisonville
area.Hours: 36-48 hours weekly (12 hour
shifts: 3-4 days per week) Overtime:
weekly, All Shifts Available. Pay: up to
$11.25/hr. Call 816.380.1713 for more infor-
mation or apply at www.workatfocus.com

FOR SALE Beautiful 4-Bedroom Home FSBO -
$229,900 / 816-830-3782.  509 Fairway
Road, Belton, MO, 4 br, 3.5 baths, Family
Room with custom entertainment center,
kitchenette. $5,000 off of original asking
price by mentioning this ad.  
www.forsalebyowner.com

AARON’S GUITAR SCHOOL Learn guitar
in a Christian setting.  All ages. All styles.
Acoustic or Electric.  www.aarons-guitar-
school.com   913-708-2985

22  •  October 2013––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––metrovoicenews.com � facebook.com/metrovoicenews–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– Metro Voice 

DINING/SMOKE FREE: The Big Biscuit; 16506 East 40 Hwy. Independence, MO •
(816)478-6958 Mon.-Sat. 6:30am-2:30pm • Sun. 7:30am-2:30pm Smoke Free/Family
Friendly Every Wed. Seniors-20% OFF · Black Angus Burgers · Sandwiches · Specials · Sal-
ads · Breakfast All Day

COMPUTERS REPAIR/MAINTENANCE:Wellspring Computer Services - Gary Johnson,
owner - cell 913-205-9718; www.wellspring4you.com. Virus removal, wireless and ethernet
network setup, memory and component upgrades, operating system reinstallations, re-

mote support options available. Servicing Windows XP, Windows Vista and limited Mac
support. 

FAMILY, CRIMINAL AND PERSONAL INJURY LAW: The Kelly Law Firm, Melissa Kelly
Schroeder, representing Kansas and Missouri clients.  As you turn to your faith for guid-
ance, turn to our firm for your legal needs.  For honest and effective representation call
913-451-1119.  See also  www.thekellylawfirm.com

GUITAR LESSONS: Aaron's Guitar School.  9502 Outlook Dr., Overland Park, KS
66207www.aarons-guitar-school.com  913-708-2985

RENTAL:Accent Rentals – 205 E. 13th Ave.North Kansas City • 816-471-2522. We can help
make your special event a success. We supply canopies, tents, tables, chairs, linens, flat-
ware, china, silver, glassware, dance floors, staging, booths, backdrops and astroturf. 

business& professional

Place your classifed ad with the Metro Voice!  Call today: 816.524.4522
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Visit 
our website 
today at:

www.epoxycracks.com

Call us at: 816-507-1093 



sermon by Jonah, who merely said, “Forty
days from now Nineveh will be de-
stroyed!” (Jonah 3:4)
  This shows “no one is beyond the

reach of God,” not even those we think are
“super-sinners,” Laurie stated. Start pray-
ing for people by name, and God will save
them. “We need to attempt great things for
God, and expect great things from God.”
  Can God bring spiritual awakening to

America? “I believe He can... and I pray He
will,” the pastor said.
  We have seen four awakenings in

America’s history, Laurie said.
  The first awakening was in the 1700s,

when our country was still in formation,
he said. It was led by people like Jonathan
Edward and George Whitefield. Between
1740 and 1742 alone, 25,000 to 50,000
people were added to the New England
churches.
  The second awakening was from 1790

to 1840, when the Wild West was preva-
lent, love was disregarded, and sexual sin
was rampant. This was the time when
people like Charles Grandison Finney
were preaching, and thousands would
come to faith, the pastor said. In camp
meetings, about 15,000 would gather for
days. Between 1800 and 1803, more than
10,000 came to Christ in Kentucky alone,
he said. That was half the adult popula-
tion. A lanky young lawyer was also
known to attend Christian meetings at the
time, and we know him by the name of
Abraham Lincoln.
  The third awakening was from 1857

to 1859, Laurie said. It started after a 48-
year-old businessman, Jeremiah Lanphier,
started a prayer meeting in New York City.
They started small, but the meeting ex-
ploded after the crash of the stock market.
Prayer meetings started everywhere in

New York. Within six months, 10,000 peo-
ple gathered for daily prayer. It is reported
that 10,000 New Yorkers converted be-
tween March and May. Nationally, about
50,000 people were coming to Christ a
week for a couple of years. About one mil-
lion people came to Christ during the pe-
riod of the third awakening. One of the
men who came to Christ was D.L. Moody,
Laurie said.
  “The fourth great awakening, in my

opinion, was the Jesus movement” in the
late 1960s and early 1970s, when our
country was in turmoil, there were ten-
sions with Russia, John F. Kennedy was as-
sassinated, followed by his brother, and
then Martin Luther King, the Vietnam war
was underway with no end in sight, kids
were rebelling against society, it was a time
of drugs, sex and rock n’ roll, Laurie said.

  John Lennon made a controversial
statement at the time that Beatles were
more popular than Jesus. But in some
ways, he was right, the pastor said. “And
then inexplicably, supernaturally, God
began to work.” Young people were com-
ing Christ by the hundreds and then by
the thousands, although some of the
churches of the time were very conserva-
tive, he added.
Laurie said he also came to the Lord

around that time, in 1970. “Our church
was born during that time.”
  The Jesus movement began on the

West Coast and spread primarily through
North America and Europe. It was the
major Christian element within the hippie
counterculture, as also the major hippie el-
ement within some strands of Protes-
tantism.

  But that was 40 years ago, that’s his-
tory, Laurie stressed. “We need to pray,
‘Lord do it again...’ We need another re-
vival in America.”
  Laurie quoted Psalm 85:6, which says,

“Won’t you revive us again...?” Then he
read from Habakkuk 3:2, “I have heard all
about you, Lord. I am filled with awe by
your amazing works. In this time of our
deep need, help us again as you did in
years gone by...”
  “We have a whole new generation

here that needs a whole new revival,” the
pastor said.
  But what is revival? “Revival is some-

thing that God does for us. We don’t do it
for God,” Laurie said. “You can’t create re-
vival, you cannot organize revival, but you
can agonize for revival in prayer.” Some-
one defined revival as “a community sat-

urated with God,” he added. “Revival is
nothing more or less than a new begin-
ning of obedience to God… it is to get
back to the original position God wants
me to be.”
  Revival is for believers only; evangel-

ism is for non-believers, Laurie clarified.
  The pastor also underlined the need

for evangelism in America. Our country is
filled with “almost Christians,” he said. We
need to go and preach, but regrettably,
older believers do not seem to be excited
about evangelism, he added. “Between 80
and 90 percent of the people who have the
Gospel shared with them hear it from a
person who has known the Lord for two
years or less.”
  Laurie ended the sermon by encour-

aging believers to go and preach the
Gospel, as Jonah did.
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  “We’re all about connecting,” he said.
“But our students are connecting with the
greatest ideas and thinkers the world has
ever known. And they can’t use their cell
phones or Blackberry to do that.”
  Students even like the policy and one

junior, Erin Milligan, 20, said it was a free-
ing feeling to leave her phone behind.
  “It’s a release, really, not having a cell

phone,” she told Yahoo News. “When you
are no longer captivated by technology,
you find your true and real self.”
  Milligan is part of a class of 117, so

face-to-face communication is quite easy
for her and her classmates. She said there
is almost no anxiety in relinquishing her
cell phone because student leaders keep it
in the dorm room in a locked box. And
phones the phones are returned for travel
or emergencies.
  “We are so tech savvy these days,” Mil-

ligan said. “But something that is really
prevalent is our inability to genuinely
communicate at a human-to-human,
face-to-face level.”
  WCC’s president Rev. Robert W. Cook

said that the policy is meant to change the
way students define research.
  We’re intent on trying to get these

youngsters to engage in critical thinking,”
Cook said. “We say to them, ‘Look, God
gave you the greatest computer ever cre-

PHONES
continued from page 4

REVIVAL
continued from page 4
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