
Florida foster child pleas for permanent family
(WNS)--Fifteen-year-old Davion

Navar Henry Only made national head-
lines in October when he stepped up to
the podium at St. Mark Missionary Bap-
tist Church in St. Petersburg, Fla., and
pleaded for someone in the 300-member
congregation to adopt him.
“I’ll take anyone,” Only said. “Old or

young, dad or mom, black, white, purple.

I don’t care. And I would be really ap-
preciative. The best I could be.”

His story ran in the
Tampa Bay Times on Oct. 7
and went viral. Within
days he was featured on
ABC News as Diane
Sawyer’s “Person of the
Week.” Only and his Eckerd
adoption specialist, Connie Going,
then appeared on The View where Going

announced more than 10,000 families
from around the world had con-
tacted her, wanting to offer
the teen a home.

Sitting in the front row
of The View audience was
Richard Prince, 23, Only’s
mentor for the last year and

a half. Prince could hardly be-
lieve the teenager in front of him,

by Sarah Padbury

See ORPHAN page 7
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h o m e l e s s

As the nation moves into the sixth year of the “Great
Recession”, food pantries, soup kitchens and other services
to the homeless and surging numbers of poor continue to
stretch the resources of local organizations. The problem
seems most critical as Thanksgiving, Christmas and
cold weather approach though the needs are year-
round.
  This year Metro Voice readers can

again do their part by answering the

call to assist with food and warm clothing donations, fi-
nances or just a few volunteer hours.
  Here are several of the major organizations that serve

Kansas City’s poor and homeless but there are countless
others. Check with your church or area lay clergy organ-
ization to see if there is one that serves your community.

Plus, don’t forget the smaller rural communities
that surround Kansas City in Missouri and

Kansas. These communities often don’t
have the resources or population to keep

As death tolls continue to rise during the
brutal Syrian civil war, 1.9 million refugees
(including 1 million children) are fleeing
their decimated country. It was revealed
that Israel is quietly coming to the aid of
the injured—escorting hundreds of Syri-
ans across dangerous terrain for lifesaving
treatments in Israel.
Most of the Syrian patients clandes-

tinely brought into Israeli hospitals are
men between the ages of 20 and 30, who
arrive wounded and unconscious. At West-
ern Galilee Hospital in Nahariya, on the
Mediterranean coast near the Lebanese
border, doctors say these injured victims
wake up after several days not knowing
where they are. When they learn they are
in an Israeli hospital they are shocked. After
all, Syria and Israel have been in a state of
war since 1948. 
Children have been transported to these

hospitals in large numbers recently, many
with critical wounds from shrapnel or ex-
plosions. Some as young as three years old

Area ministries needing help this holiday season
Dwight Widaman | Metro Voice

n See THANKSGIVING page 23

Quietly saving lives:
Israel treating
wounded Syrians

n See ISREAL/SYRIA page 22

See
Our Adoption
& Foster Guide

PAGE 7
Davion Only at 8. He’s spent his
entire 15 years in foster care.

With so much talk  about a lost genera-
tion of self-absorbed millennials, would
anyone show up for a conference about
changing the world for Christ? Yes. Thou-
sands of them. 
Young people from around the world

are expected at the International Confer-
ence On Missions (ICOM) Nov. 14-17 at
Bartle Hall.  The ICOM is a power packed,
four day conference focused on encourag-
ing, equipping, and recruiting workers for
the kingdom of God.  It is dedicated to
globally advancing the Gospel of Jesus
Christ through missions.  
The ICOM is no stranger to the region.

The event started under the name The Na-
tional Missionary Convention and was
based in Copeland, Kan. from 1966-2008.
The conference has previously been held
in Wichita and Dodge City, but this is first
time ICOM has been to Kansas City.  
  “We love the fact that Kansas City has

such a central location and that makes
travel easy for our attendees.  We have
found the Convention Center, the Con-
vention and Visitors Bureau, and the
downtown hotels very accommodating
and easy to work with.  We are excited to
be coming to Kansas City,” says David
Empson ICOM Executive Director.

“Young people are eager
to discover God’s will for

their lives.”

See THE ICOM page 3

Eager to serve
High school and college

students to descend on KC
for huge missions event

by Dwight Widaman

Readers share their
stories. Page  12



This year’s city-wide Israel Action
Forum returns to The Temple, Congrega-
tion B’nai Jehudah in Overland Park,

Kansas on Sunday, No-
vember 17, from 1:15 to
3:15 p.m.  The featured
guest will be Israel’s
David Horovitz, speak-
ing on the topic “An In-
sider’s Perspective:
Israel’s Challenges and

Opportunities in 2013 and Beyond.”
Horovitz is the founding editor of The

Times of Israel and former Editor-in-chief
of The Jerusalem Post and the Jerusalem
Report.  The Times is currently the world’s
fastest growing on-line news source for Is-
rael.  At the Jerusalem Post, Horowitz, a
prolific writer and speaker, often used his
weekly news column to bring more atten-
tion to the struggle for Israeli legitimacy on
“the second battlefield” – in the media, the
legal arena, and diplomatic forums.
“Israel's well-being is essential, not just

to Christians and Jews, but to the United
States as well,” says Carol Katzman who,
along with Lisa Bernard, is co-chair of the
2013 Forum, sponsored by the American

Israel Public Affairs Committee
(AIPAC).  “As the most democratic and
Western-leaning country in the Middle
East, it is important for legislators and oth-
ers to better understand that partnership
and mutual relationship. AIPAC facilitates
those efforts and is invaluable in this re-
gard.  I can think of no more important
cause than the U.S.-Israel friendship.”
“We are so fortunate to have a speaker

of Horovitz’s stature,” Bernard said.
Temple B’nai Jehudah an appropriate

site for this event, added Katzman.   Eddie
Jacobson, the Jewish business partner of
his Southern Baptist friend President
Harry Truman, was a prominent member
of the Temple. It was Jacobson who went
to Truman in 1948, risking his friendship
to engineer a meeting
between Truman and famous scientist and
Zionist leader Chaim Weizmann. This
meeting ultimately resulted in the Tru-
man’s decision to support the creation of
Israel.  Afterwards, Truman was proud of
this decision and thought of himself as a
modern-day King Cyrus.
“This courageous act from someone

here in Kansas City set an example for

what AIPAC does so well today -- building
relationships to support and preserve the
Israel-American friendship,” said Katzman.
Luis Cataldo and James Connelly are

serving as Outreach Chairs for AIPAC, to
liaison with the Christian community in
Kansas City. This will be the sixth annual
city-wide forum.  Previous Forums have

featured Michael Oren (who just stepped
down as Israeli Ambassador to the US);
Bret Stephens of the Wall Street
Journal;Rev. Dee Dee Coleman; and Rabbi
Danny Gordis.  Last year the program was
reformatted, with a streamlined program
and a new cadre of volunteers. Metro Voice
is proud to be an AIPAC member and to
serve as one of many community spon-
sors.

Conference teaches spiritual impact
in the “marketplace”

The Joseph Company, a
ministry for believers in the
workplace, will present the
annual Marketplace Confer-
ence for people in every
sphere of society November
7-9.  The Conference will be
held at IHOPU in Grand-
view, Mo. 
Organizers say the confer-

ence will equip Christians in
the marketplace to cultivate a
deeper relationship with Jesus
and bring His strategies to the
workplace.
The conference will in-

clude special times of wor-
ship, storytelling, teaching,
impartation and ministry,
and is designed to equip peo-
ple in the workplace to im-
pact their spheres of influence

in greater measure. Confer-
ence speakers include Linda
Fields, Director of The Joseph
Co.; Mike Bickle, Director
IHOPKC; and many others.
“Changing seasons present

global uncertainty, unrest,
and changing values,” states
Fields. “At the same time the
Lord is speaking with clarity,
pouring out His power and
transforming cities and na-

tions. Gone are the days of
the marketplace being viewed
as secular and devoid of

God’s pres-
ence.”
F i e l d s

says the
marketplace
is a great
m i s s i o n
field for

which God is raising up His
servants to express the king-
dom in all spheres of society,
including business, govern-
ment, education, family, arts,
and media.
Fields leads The Joseph

Company, a ministry of the
International House of
Prayer, as a mentor to young
people and an executive lead-
ership strategist. 
Before moving to Kansas

City, she led a successful cor-
porate learning organization
in Texas, which positively im-
pacted over 150,000 partici-
pants. She shares that while
she found her MBA, entre-
preneurial experience, and
university-level teaching ben-
eficial, she credits prayer as
the key to building a high
performance organization
which consistently delivered
results with character, in-
tegrity, and love.
Linda has stated her pas-

sion is to release workplace
believers to impact their
spheres of influence by step-
ping into leadership, staying
on course, and finishing well
in their appointed destiny to
know God.
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Mid-East forum to be held Nov. 17

HOROVITZ
i moreinformation
Temple Congregation B’nai
Jehudah, 12320 Nall Ave.
Overland Park, Kansas. 

To register, visit
www.aipac.org/KCForum2013.  
For more information, contact
Tali Jubelirer at 312-253-8984

or tjubelirer@aipac.org.

Jacobson with Truman at Jacobson’s store.

FIELDS

i moreinformation

Nov. 7 thru Nov. 9.
First session at 
6 p.m. Nov. 7.
Register at:
ihopkc.org/
marketplace

Dwight Widaman



Over 12,000 young adults, with an av-
erage age of 22, attended the 2012 Indi-
anapolis conference. Empson says one
reason for such high numbers are the large
groups of high school and college age at-
tendees.
“Young Christians are eager to discover

God’s will for their lives and the opportu-
nities for service in His kingdom,” he said.
Greg Montague, Pastor of SouthWoods

Christian Church in Overland Park and
local arrangements chairman agrees, “I be-
lieve that ICOM will give the churches of
our region a global perspective of what
God is doing through His people and fresh
opportunities to learn how we can better
partner with Him in what He’s doing.” 
ICOM will also host the Student Inter-

national Conference On Missions
(SICOM) on Friday-Sunday with an em-
phasis on reaching junior and Sr. high stu-
dents.  This year Oasis, a ministry of
Manhattan Christian College in Manhat-
tan, Kan. is working with ICO and expects
over 1,500 teens
to attend the
SICOM/Oasis
event.  There are
also five Chris-
tian colleges who
regularly attend
within four
hours of Kansas
City as well nu-
merous college/
university cam-
pus ministries in
the region.  The
youthful energy
at this conference
will be exhilarat-
ing.
The confer-

ence will have a
Latin influence
including an all female Mariachi touring
group, the “Mariachi Damas de Jalisco”,
during the opening session in honor of this
year’s conference president, Jair
Castillo–Executive Director of Vida Nueva
Ministries in Piedras Negras, Mexico.

Castillo chose the con-
ference theme of “Glo-
rify God Globally”.
“Come to the 2013

ICOM in Kansas City
and together let’s glorify
God globally!  I promise
you this will be a confer-

ence full of joy and celebration that you
will not want to miss.”  says Castillo.
  The conference will serve as a catalyst

to help launch an Hispanic church in the
Kansas City area to help reach out to the
230,000 area Hispanics.  The conference is
partnering with local churches Legacy
Christian Church, Southwoods Christian
Church, and Restore Christian Church in
the effort.
Over 500 booths will feature exhibitors,

missions, and ministries from around the
world. Registration for the event is only
$15 a person, $30 a family, and there is
complete programming for preschool
through high school (there is an extra
charge for the SICOM/Oasis event).  There
will also be over 175 workshops to choose
from during the conference.  
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On Friday, Nov. 8, area youth will par-
ticipate in metro-wide “sleep-outs” to help
raise awareness about youth homelessness,
as well as funds to provide shelter, counsel-
ing and support services to vulnerable and
homeless youth in Kansas City.
More than 2,000 KC area youth are

homeless every night. One Homeless
Night will give area students a chance to
step into their shoes for one night, while at
the same time providing critical help and
education around youth
homelessness.
Synergy House, the

homeless youth shelter op-
erated by Synergy Services,
provides one of the few
youth-focused shelters in
the area—offering 60 per-
cent of the beds that are
available to the commu-
nity’s homeless young peo-
ple.
Synergy Services has been addressing

youth homelessness since 1971 with crisis
care, shelter, counseling, prevention pro-
grams, outreach and other supportive
services. One Homeless Night supports
programs at the agency’s Youth Resiliency
Center, which provides comprehensive

services including medical and dental care,
mental health counseling,
life-skills training, a com-
puter lab, showers, lockers,
an interactive learning cen-
ter and the opportunity for
leadership development
and community service.
Additionally, the center
provides a broad variety of
youth-focused programs
including music, poetry,

dance, exercise, art and academic advance-
ment.
School or other youth groups can re-

quest a One Homeless Night information
packet by contacting Sara Eckinger at (816)
505-4834, SDOLTON@SynergyServices
.org or by visiting www.onehomeless-
night.kintera.org.

Youth to do “One Homeless Night”
Event to help raise

awareness and funds
for homeless youth

n sidenote
About Synergy

Through a full spectrum of pro-
grams for children, youth and adults,
Synergy strives to overcome violence
in our community. The agency
reaches nearly 40,000 people metro-
wide through emergency and transi-
tional shelter; counseling and mental
health services; community educa-
tion programs and legal advocacy. 

For additional information, visit
www.synergyservices.org or call Sara
Eckinger 816.505.4834.

Missions conference Nov. 14–17

This November & December...

For Tickets & Showtimes, call (913) 327.8054  
White Theatre
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You can register and find 

complete conference 
information at

www.theicom.org/conference  

CASTILLO

THE ICOM
continued from page 1
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The Onething 2013 conference will be
held Dec. 28–31 at the Kansas City Con-
vention Center in downtown Kansas City.
The event has become the largest yearly
gathering of young people in the Midwest,
with over 25,000 young adults in atten-
dance. One of the best things about it in an
age of pinching pennies? It’s absolutely
free!
This year’s theme is One Call. One Story.

One Coming King and will feature special
guests Francis Chan, Matt Redman, Jesus
Culture and Banning Liebscher.
Local attendees will join people from

across America and around the world to
encounter Jesus, the coming King, through
extended times of worship, teaching of the
Word, and ministry in the power of the
Spirit. 

Onething is sponsored by The Interna-
tional House of Prayer–– an evangelical
missions organization based on 24/7
prayer. IHOP is best known as the place of
24 hour worship. Prayer and worship have
continued non-stop, 24 hours a day, seven
days a week since September 19, 1999. 
The organization, with a growing com-

munity of about 4,000, is committed to
justice and compassion outreaches, involv-

ing adoption and fostering, stoppoing
human trafficking, and inner-city pro-
grams, alongside winning the lost, praying
for the sick, feeding the poor, and making
disciples. Working in relationship with the
larger Body of Christ to serve the Great
Commission, the International House of
Prayer seeks to walk out the two great com-
mandments to love God and people.

One Call. One Story.
One Coming King.

Onething 2012

Brad H. Gregory, Ph.D., associate professor
of history at the University of Notre Dame,
will give a lecture entitled “Science vs. Reli-
gion: The Compatibility of Faith and the Nat-
ural Sciences.” on Nov. 21, at 7 p.m. in the
ballroom in the Kansas Union at the Univer-
sity of Kansas.  This event is co-sponsored by
the St. Lawrence Institute for Faith and Cul-
ture and the Notre Dame Club of Eastern

Kansas.  The lecture is free and open to the
public.  KU Faculty, staff, and students are es-
pecially encouraged to attend.  A dessert re-
ception will follow.
Gregory will speak on the disputes between

creationists and neo-Darwinian atheists and
explore the relationship between teaching
about God and creation to the natural sci-
ences’ investigation of the natural world.

KU lecture to focus on intersection of science and faith

GREGORY
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When I was asked last May to write
about my experiences on two upcoming
summer trips to Africa, I was quite excited.
For one, this would be my first time out of
the United States; I would be going twice,
for two different reasons, to Sierra Leone;
and I would finally get to meet a little girl
my wife Kristie and I had fallen in love
with.
Now, having gone twice this summer,

getting settled back into the “real” world,
and adjusting to what I saw, ate and did

while there, I’ve had to really think about
what I would write. I mean, how many
people have gone on a mission outside our
borders in recent years? Would what I
write matter all that much, especially when
my experience was likely nowhere near as
dramatic as others? Well, God had a plan
for me (and everyone else that has had the
opportunity to do mission work).

My journey begins
Pleasant Valley Baptist Church in Lib-

erty has adopted the Sherbro Island, and
specifically the village of Mania (pro-

TO AFRICA AND BACK
D.C. Jeans | Metro Voice

nounced Man-Yah) to share the Gospel.
Originally reached by Christian mission-
aries many years ago, the majority of the
population has since converted to Islam in
only one generation’s time. It is a very poor
part of Sierra Leone, and considered by
many on the mainland as below their con-
cern. In reality even Christian churches on
the mainland haven’t generally seen a need
to visit the island. Fortunately, that appears
to be changing.
The journey to the island was long and

a bit arduous– for me, at least. We flew
from Kansas City to Chicago and then to
Brussels, which was another nine hours.
Next, we caught a five-hour flight to Dakar

n See AFRICA JOURNEY page 23

Don’t scream. We’re a year away from
the November 2014 elections, but cam-
paigning in Kansas has already started,
particularly for long-shot candidates.
  Paul Davis, the only declared Democ-

rat gubernatorial candidate in Kansas,
kicked off his campaign in tony Mission
Hills in September. His campaign message
distances himself, and other Kansas De-
mocrats, from their party leadership in
Washington, emphasizing they’re much
more moderate and really just like mod-
erate Republicans – except moderate Re-
publicans aren’t exactly having a banner
year.
  “Moderate” Republicans continue to

try and convince voters that there is a mas-
sive split in the party and have started yet
another Kansas group claiming that
“their” party has been hijacked. The Tra-
ditional Republicans for Common Sense
replaces the one they created a few years
back called Kansas Traditional Republican
Majority. That group, like this
one, always seemed to endorse
Democrats. The group all but
disbanded after grueling election defeats
of “moderate” Republicans and Democ-
rats in the 2010 and 2012 Kansas elections. 
  Leading the current group are Sheila

Frahm and former Senate President Steve
Morris. Frahm was appointed to the Sen-
ate for two months by Bill Graves in 1996
before being defeated in the August pri-
mary that year by Sam Brownback. Morris
was defeated last year in a primary that
swept a group of Republican state senators
from office who had been stonewalling
Brownback’s tax reform agenda. Accord-
ing to Morris “There would be an excellent
chance a sizable number of traditional Re-
publicans would back (presumptive Dem-
ocratic nominee) Paul Davis.”
  Another long-shot is Dr. Milton Wolf,

whose only claim to fame is being a shirt-

tail cousin to President Obama. He has
cautiously hinted in Politico that he might
run against Sen. Pat Roberts in the Repub-
lican primary. While he didn’t really claim
he was running, an email asked potential

supporters if "we need
more Ted Cruzes and
Mike Lees and Rand
Pauls."
While supporters

can be hard to find, I
asked one why they
were opposed to

Roberts and the response was that Roberts
had been in D.C. “too long”. They listed
several issues where they felt Roberts had
failed to be sufficiently conservative. Cer-
tainly that can be a concern, except that in
over three decades in Washington Pat
Roberts has been a solid conservative
(even before it was cool), and there is no
indication that I can find that he has ever
forgotten where he came from or failed to
represent its values and concerns. 
  That’s not my opinion; that’s the re-

sponse of the leaders of every
major conservative group in
Kansas I interviewed. Each one

of them had talked to Roberts recently and
was planning on endorsing him as soon as
they met. They weren’t just supporting
him, they were enthusiastically supporting
him.
  The same result is obtained research-

ing their list of Roberts’ alleged shortcom-
ings. None of them panned out. None. 
Indeed, some were not just question-

able, they were completely false and
claimed the opposite of Robert’s actual
record.
Wolf managed to parlay his tenuous re-

lationship with President Obama into a
column with a conservative DC newspa-
per and found kindred spirits with a few
in the Tea Party movement, but thus far
his Politico trial balloon seems to be filled
with lead. 

by John Altevogt

Say it isn’t so. Campaigning starting
early for 2014 Kansas elections.

ANALYSIS

BROWNBACK



On any given day, people can see
homeless men and women walking
the streets of downtown Kansas City,
Kan. Many times they are simply so-
cializing with friends, but other times
officers are forced to make an arrest for
several reasons.
“Where they might see a car that's

unlocked and so they reach inside to
grab some change that's inside the car.
So what we get is crimes of opportu-
nity or crimes of nuisance, which is va-
grancy, loitering, begging and those
sort of crimes that we end up dealing
with," said Cpt. Douglas Parisi.
Parisi is just one of the officers in the

KCK Police Department that is look-
ing into a new program that's working
in other cities like Colorado Springs
and in Wichita, called HOT, which
stands for Homeless Outreach Team.
Instead of slapping cuffs on a

homeless person, the HOT officers will
work with community agencies to
help the homeless get back on their
feet.
"We need to reach out to them and

not criminalize the homeless. Just un-
derstand they are somebody that
needs help, and the community needs
to reach out to them for help," Parisi
said.
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Saturday, Nov. 23 •  9 - 3 pm

Limited 
Seating

SSEEMMIINNAARR

Pastors, learn how to protect yourself and your congregation 
from IRS penalties, how to avoid liability lawsuits, plus info on
allowances, insurance, and properly documenting your actions.
The seminar will be presented by an experienced panel of

experts in accounting, administration, education, and ministry.
Cost is $150 per person and you will earn three semester hours
of college credit, or you may audit the seminar for a small fee.

Please contact us to enroll, or for more information.
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4 floors with 120
booths all with 
original works of 
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Want to get an early start on your
Christmas celebration? Look no further
than Banson. The nation’s live music capi-
tol will present the first annual “Most
Wonderful Time of the Year Parade” dedi-
cated to Mr. Christmas, Andy Williams.
Branson Entertainers will gather to-

gether to present a beautiful Christmas Pa-
rade. With more than 100 Branson
entertainers, floats, marching band and
Santa & Mrs. Claus Branson Landing will
welcome the Christmas Holiday Season on
Saturday, Nov. 2, at 10 a.m.
Parade commentators are Christina

Tabuchi and Clay Cooper, with Billy Dean
as master of ceremonies. The parade will
showcase area high school bands, Bran-
son’s star entertainers and attractions and
includes a dozen live performances from
the main stage in front of the Branson
Landing fountains.
Among the many entertainers will be

The Osmond Brothers, The Lennon Sis-
ters, SIX, The Texas Tenors, The Haygoods
and many more.
In addition, Silver Dollar City and other

Branson attractions will be open, decked
out in holiday cheer with its own nightly
parade as well. The theme park, Missouri’s
largest tourist attraction, has special mean-
ing for families this time of year with it’s
Christ honoring Broadway quality musical

productions, light displays and all-around
good family entertainment.

Most Wonderful Time of the Year Parade
Dwight Widaman | Metro Voice

i moreinformation
Visit explorebranson.com

GROUP OPPOSES NEW $800 MILLION RESEARCH TAX
Missouri Right to Life has released a statement in opposition to Question 1, an $800 million research

tax, on the Nov. 5 ballot in Jackson County:“Missouri Right to Life State PAC, like many other groups in-
cluding the Citizens Association and Freedom, Inc., opposes this regressive $800 million tax.  MRL said
in a statement that “It is not right to expect Jackson County families to spend their hard-earned money
to subsidize some of Kansas City’s wealthiest corporations without any strings attached.  Divided by
every man, woman, and child in the County, that’s nearly $1,200 for each person.  These hospitals pay
CEOs millions of dollars a year, yet they want to pass the cost of expanding their business on to taxpayers.
This is not right.”

Program works
to help homeless,
not jail them

See HOMELESS page 22



Bonnie Graham has been a foster par-
ent with TFI Family Services, Inc. in
Topeka for over eight years. During that
time, she has primarily opened her home
to teen girls, usually having three teens in
her home at a time. There is a great need
for foster parents in general; however,
there is a higher need for those willing to
provide care to teenagers. While some are
intimidated by providing care to
teenagers, Graham couldn’t disagree with
this more. Graham shared that she thinks
back on herself as a teen, what she wanted
and needed, and then applies this to the
youth she opens her home to help.  Gra-
ham believes that “teens can make their
future better; they don’t have to continue
down the path of a bad life.” With love, re-
spect, rules and trust they can develop the
skills to change and go on to have a bright
future. 
Graham has specific rules that every

teen who comes into her home is expected
to follow. She believes that teens actually
want that structure; they know what is ex-
pected of them and the consequences if
they don’t meet those expectations. 
“Be their parent, not their friend. Chil-

dren in foster care need someone to trust
and respect, someone to fight for their
rights and needs, who will teach them the
tools they need to be successful adults,”
Graham says. 
The teens in her home are encouraged

to bond and to function as a family.  Gra-
ham holds family meetings every week.
Everyone is allowed to express their needs,
wants, successes, failures, and whatever
they want to share. If a problem or con-
cern arises, they will discuss it and come
up with a solution.
Another important aspect of fostering

is to treat every child that comes into her
home as family.  
“Teens are very aware of their sur-

roundings;  they know when they are
being treated differently,” she stated.
Graham’s foster children go places with

her, just like her biological children would.
She makes sure they are dressed like your
average teen. “No one would ever know
they are in foster care by their appearance
or behavior,” said Graham.
Graham attributes a lot of her success

to the training she has received. She says
that through her PS-MAPP training (a re-
quired class to become a foster parent), she
learned the primary goal should be to help
the child return to their family. Graham
works very closely with the biological fam-
ilies to help them work through their is-
sues (or the child’s) and be able to be a
functioning family again. When working
with TFI Family Services Intake and Ad-
missions Department, Graham shared
that she is able to “ask questions and to

make sure that the child is a good match
for you and your family. It’s OK to say no
to a taking in a child.” Graham also indi-
cated that occasionally you will have a
child in your home that does not become
a success story. She encourages foster par-
ents to not give up; not every child will be
the fit for your home.  She encourages
other foster parents to “be an optimist and
expect the best, not the worst.” 
Most of the children that Graham has

taken into her home stay with her until
they age out of foster care or return to
their biological families. Graham still
keeps in contact with the majority of the
children that have resided with her. She
encourages others to consider becoming
foster parents especially for those willing
to take in teens. 
“Teens need love and caring too. It’s not

too late to help a teen change, with guid-

ance and love they can learn life skills
while in your home that they will use later
on in their life to help them become suc-
cessful adults,” said Graham.
If you are interested in learning more

about becoming a foster parent contact
TFI Family Services, Inc. at (800) 279-
9914 or go visit www.tfifamilyservices.org.
We would be glad to discuss with you any

questions about becoming a foster parent.
Graham also said that she would be happy
to speak with a prospective foster parent
to answer any question or concerns.  Will
you consider opening your heart and
home to a child?

Mary McClellan is Recruitment Special-
ist TFI Family Services.
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the one who prayed before going on
stage for God to give him the right words
to say, was the same one who used to use
profanity, kick holes in walls, and do all
he could to push people away.
“You’re the first news person to ask

what God is doing in all this,” Prince said
when asked to do this interview. “God
put Davion in my life for a reason.”
Two years ago, Prince was a college

student at the University of South
Florida, working in a medical office, and
serving as caregiver for his grandparents.
He regularly attended St. Mark, where his
uncle is the pastor. One Sunday, St.
Mark’s One Church One Child represen-
tative, Michelle Pearson, asked him to
consider mentoring a foster child. She
told him that while many young men
who need a good male role model are in
the system, most people they interact
with are women.
Prince agreed to learn more and One

Church One Child referred him to 4Kids
of West Central Florida, a Christian fos-

ter care and adoption agency that also of-
fers mentoring for foster children. After
Prince learned he’d have to meet with a
child for an hour a week for a year, he
said he was too busy to commit. But in
the end, he agreed to a compromise of
meeting every other week with his
mentee. When asked what kind of child
he’d like to be paired with, he said, “I’ll
take anyone.”
Pattie Cleberg, 4Kids’ mentoring co-

ordinator, met Only in May 2012 when
his caseworker referred him to the pro-
gram. In a recent letter to supporters,
Cleberg recalled Only as angry and de-

pressed, desperately wanting her to find
someone to spend time with him: “Any-
one,” he said. 
Cleberg matched the two people who

said they’d take “anyone” and before
long, seeing Only twice a month wasn’t
enough for Prince. As their relationship
deepened during the next 18 months, the
pair spent as many as 3 hours a week to-
gether.
“I felt like God wanted me to do it. …

My week isn’t complete if I don’t see
him,” Prince said. “I had to take a leap of
faith with my schedule—and I’m glad
that I did.”
As they spent time together, Prince

found it natural to bring up God when
Only discussed his struggles, offering
him a different way to look at his circum-
stances. Early on, Only said he didn’t
know how to pray, so Prince told him to
“just talk to Him like we do and tell Him
what you’re angry about [and] happy
about.” Over the months, Prince contin-
ued to tell the troubled teen he cared
about him and his future.

Topeka woman opens home to teenage foster children
by Mary McClellan

ORPHAN
continued from page 1

See ORPHAN page 11

With the comfort of his
mentor nearby, the famil-
iarity of St. Mark, and the
hope of God flowing

through him, Only went
off script and gave his
now-famous address.



The Women’s Clinic of Kansas City is a
community supported Pregnancy Med-
ical clinic providing free services to
women facing the crisis of an unplanned
pregnancy.  Our mission is to provide
young women the care and support they
need to choose LIFE for their babies.  Each
day, counselors and nurses meet with
women who feel unable to care for a child
and are considering abortion.    Whisper-
ing a prayer, they go into the counseling
room to listen and provide hope.  On av-

erage, four babies are saved from abortion
each day at the two clinics.  
A young couple came into the clinic

seeking a pregnancy test.  They were a
committed couple planning to be married
with a family someday – but not today.  He
was leaving for the military within days;
she had plans of her own.  A baby right
now was not in their plans.
With each concern they voiced, a pos-

sibility was offered.  The clinic offered her
practical help, free services and an advo-

cate to provide emotional support while
he was gone.  
He did not want his girlfriend to face a

pregnancy without marriage and it was
impossible to get married in such short
notice.  The advocate flew into action,
made a few calls and the impossible be-
came very much possible.
Prayer began for this precious baby.

They were offered a sonogram.  The
sound of the baby’s heartbeat began to fill
the room.  While they viewed their baby

together for the first time, she moved her
tiny hand and it appeared she was giving
her soon to be military father his first
salute.  With tears of amazement, the de-
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O�ering children in need: 
• Traditional family settings
• A Christ-centered 

environment & education 
• Licensed Professional 

Counselors (LPC)

• Their own “Path to Purpose”

in the life of a child

Show-Me Christian
Youth Home
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Bringing children & families together
through the ministry of adoption

Working with Missouri 
families to complete both
domestic (US-born infant)
and international adoptions.

Home Study & Post-
placement Services 
provided; Love Basket is 
a Christian agency.

Staff in Lee’s Summit, MO 

Visit us on the web at 
www.LoveBasket.org, or call 1-888-LOV-BSKT. 
Since 1982�

The Women’s Clinic real purpose CHURCH FOSTER CARE
MINISTRIES

Heather Blum and her husband Jeff have a
passion for foster care ministry. The couple works
to educate churches on this valuable community
service and the life-changing impact it makes, not
only on the kids, but the loving foster families as
well. “I am excited for the thought of partnering
with other churches to provide more support to
foster parents and the children in their care,”
says Heather Blum.   

Heather says she focuses on the foster side of
orphan care and her church Plaza Heights in Blue
Springs has an adoption ministry as well.

Blum has compiled for Metro Voice, a list of
area churches that focus on foster care.

If your church has a foster care or adoptive
ministry, contact Heather at 407-619-8804 or
jamhblum@hotmail.com.
New Life Church (Downtown KC)
Faith in Motion ministry and a respite night (May)
for foster parents.  
http://www.newlifekc.org/Mission/FaithInMo-
tion.aspx
faithinmotionkc@yahoo.com  
Troy and Leigh-Ann Campbell 
troyandleigh@gmail.com
Church of the Ressurection (Leawood and
Blue Springs)
Respite night (June), continuing ed. classes, sup-
port group.  
http://www.cor.org/missions/serve-in-kansas-
city/foster-adoptive-care/    
Melissa Oeffner 
913-814-9433
KC First Church of the Nazarene (Kansas
City)
Respite night (May)
Jay Wilson
816-942-9022
jwilson@kcfc.org
Gateway Church (Blue Springs)
adoption and foster care, clothes closet, facebook
page, adoption support ministry               
http://www.gwcbs.com/ministries/treasured-min-
istry.aspx &
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Treasured/1182
23554905579
Emily Armstrong 
emilykarmstrong@hotmail.com
Sheffield Family Life Center (Kansas City)
Monthly foster/adoption support group "Adopt 1"
Kimberly Snipes   
816-674-0219  
Woods Chapel Church (Lees Summit)
Friends of Adoption Support Group
Dave Coffman 
dcoffman1498@comcast.net, 
Keystone United Methodist Church
(Waldo/Brookside)
Clothes closet for foster children
keystonechurch@gmail.com 816-363-4084
Wornall Road Baptist Church (Kansas City)
The Light House ministry, parenting classes, blan-
ket ministry
Beth Sykora 
elizabethsykora@aol.com
Grace Church (Overland Park)
SOAR support group and respite night, these are
both specifically for special needs children and
their parents/caregivers.
Stephen Hunsley   
913-814-7223  
info@graceks.org
Pleasant Valley Baptist Church (Liberty)
Families for Adoption
Karla Carter  
816.781.5959 x 233
Abundant Life (Lees Summit)
Hosted a foster and adoption seminar
church office
816.554.8181

Plaza Heights Baptist Church (Blue Springs)
Respite night, blanket (weighted & regular) min-
istry, Watoto children's chior, prayer magnets for
children in foster care needing adopted
Heather Blum 407-619-8804
jamhblum@hotmail.com

See CLINIC page 10



Established in 1981 CFS has been about its mission
of “helping children and families find a better life.”
Director of Child Placement, Susan Timmons,
LSCSW, has been with the agency since 1982 and has
seen firsthand how God has a plan “for good and not
evil” in the lives of clients—be it those struggling with
an unplanned pregnancy, those grieving their infer-
tility or those answering God’s call to adopt the or-
phan in a faraway land.  CFS strives to be the hands
and feet of Jesus as they provide caring and compas-
sionate quality services to their clients.  Clients will

find a non-pressured, non-judgmental place to ex-
plore their options.  Adoption may have changed a lot
in the 30 plus years of the agency’s existence but birth-
parents continue to be held in high esteem for their
unselfish act of putting their child’s needs above their
own, for making a plan that will ensure their child has
a loving and caring family to care for them.  Today
birthparents are able to choose and meet the adoptive
parents, often invite them into the delivery room and
have the option for ongoing contact with their chil-
dren.   Adoptive parents receive education and sup-

port as they navigate today’s world of adoption and
are often reminded that God creates families and once
their child joins their family they will know it was
worth all the wait and tears.   CFS recently went
through the arduous Hague accreditation process so
they could offer the option of a Christian agency to
families needing a Hague accredited agency to com-
plete their international home study and post-adop-
tion services.   They have partnered with a number of
other agencies to bring children into loving families
and are well respected within the adoption commu-
nity.   Visit their website, www.cfskc.org to learn more
or support this non-profit ministry.  
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Makayla, Sarah, Dylan, Ciera & Cory,
ages 14, 13, 10, 7 & 6

Makayla, Sarah, Dylan, Ciera and Cory
would like a forever family that is willing to
keep them to-
gether! Makayla
loves to sing!
Her favorite
class in school is
choir. When she
grows up she
would like to be
a Mom and a su-
perstar! Makayla states that she would like,
“to have my own room, be adopted with my
siblings and live in the city.” Sarah is a bright
young girl. She is artistic and likes to joke
around. She loves talking things through and
really enjoys conversing with adults. Sarah
would like to live in the country and be able
to have pets. Dylan is good at defending the
goal in soccer! He enjoys reading, drawing
and playing with his legos. In school, Dylan
likes lunchtime and computers. Dylan would
like most to have a tree house and to be able
to have some pets. Ciera loves riding scoot-
ers! Recess is her favorite class in school be-
cause she gets to play outside. She would
like to have “a TV in her bedroom!” Cory
loves playing outside and building things out
of blocks. At school he enjoys recess and
computers the most. Cory does well in a
home with rules and routines in place. He
needs a forever home with plenty of space
to run and play outside. Only families living
in Kansas will be considered for these sib-
lings at this time. To learn more about adop-
tion visit www.adoptkskids.org or call
877-457-5430. The children’s case numbers
are CH-5608, CH-5609, CH-5610, CH-5611 &
CH-5612.

Rebecca, age 16
Rebecca is good at sports and really en-

joys playing volleyball. She is proud of whom
she is and stands
up for what she
believes in. She
is very intelligent
and takes pride
in accomplishing
tasks on her
own. She would
like to become a
message therapist when she grows up. Re-
becca makes friends easily and has a lot of
them! She also has a great sense of humor!
Rebecca needs a family that can offer pa-
tience, consistency and structure. To learn
more about adoption visit www.adoptk-
skids.org or call 877-457-5430. Rebecca’s
case number is CH-5388.

Steve, age 13
Steve is an enjoyable young man! He is

fun to be around and engages easily with
others. He loves
being around ac-
tivity and younger
children. Steve
has learned how
to get around by
scooting on the
floor but he will
need to live in a
home that is
wheelchair accessible. Steve’s forever family
will need to be able to handle his medical
and daily self care needs. He also needs a
family that is willing to advocate for him and
make sure that his educational and medical
needs are being met. He will need full time,
long term care so his forever family will need
to be willing to commit to Steve for the long
haul. Most of all, Steve needs a family that
is willing to love him and support him in
everything that he accomplishes.  To learn
more about adoption visit www.adoptk-
skids.org or call 877-457-5430. Steve’s case
number is 101127.

These children
need love now

Christian Family Services: hands and feet of Jesus

Aaron’s House Maternity
Home
PO Box 1097, 1303 Meadow 
Harrisonville, MO
Clorisa Bridgers
816-738-1602
director@aaronshouse.org
www.aaronshouse.org

Adoption & Beyond, Inc.
16236 Metcalf Ave.
Overland Park, KS 66085
Steffany A. Aye
913-381-6919           
adopt@adoption-
beyond.org             
www.adoption-beyond.org 

Alpha Christian 
Children’s Home
15017 27th Street
PO Box 727
Perry, Kansas 66073-0727
Michelle Kincaid
785-597-5235
office@alphachristianchildren-
shome.com
www.alphachristianchildren-
shome.com

CHRISTIAN FAMILY 
SERVICES
10500 Barkley, Ste 216
Overland Park KS 66212
Susan K. Timmons
913-383-3337 

susan@cfskc.org
www.cfskc.org

If Not For Grace
PO Box 836
Grain Valley, MO 64029
Lori Driggs
816-847-2911
info@infg.org
www.infg.org

Love Basket, Inc.
Lori Reynolds, MSW
816-419-9898
lori.reynolds@lovebasket.org
www.lovebasket.org
10306 Business 21
Hillsboro, MO
Cheryl Jackson - International
Adoption
Lara Kelso - Domestic 
636-797-4100
info@lovebasket.org
www.lovebasket.org

Missouri Baptist 
Children’s Home
Dawn Hensley
816-795-8878
dawn.hensley@mbch.org
www.mbch.org

Mother’s Refuge
14400 E. 42nd St. S., Suite 220
Independence, MO 64055
Robert Zornes
816-353-8070 

office@mothersrefuge.org
www.mothersrefuge.org

Show-Me Christian
Youth Home
Main Campus
24302 Mahin Rd.
La Monte, MO 65337
Chris Ruhnke
660-347-5982
info@showmekids.org
www.showmehelpingkids.org

The Light House
PO Box 22553
Kansas City, MO 64113
Dawn Shipman
816-361-2233
dawn@lighthouse-inc.org
www.lighthousekc.org 

The Women’s Clinic of
Kansas City
Deborah Neel
Independence Clinic
815 N Noland Road, Stes 4 & 5
Independence, MO 64050
Grandview Clinic
11904 Blue Ridge Blvd
Grandview, MO 64030
816.836.9000
ea@thewomensclinic.net
www.thewomensclinic.net

ADOPTION & FOSTER GUIDEShow-Me Christian Youth Home
Show-Me Christian Youth Home is dedicated

to improving the lives of children struggling be-
cause of circumstances in their current home en-
vironment.   As a Christian alternative to
state-run foster care, children are enrolled vol-
untarily by their parent or legal guardian.   Each
child is placed in one of ten homes located at five
locations across Missouri.   There, they live in a
Christ-centered, traditional family setting led by
a husband and wife team who serve as housep-
arents.  Each child is offered Christ-centered, in-
dividualized educational and therapeutic
services.  Children are immersed in a community
of resources designed to provide them with a
constant environment of love and encourage-
ment to help them overcome the hurts of their
past and find success for their future.  

For many of the 2,000 children who have
called Show-Me  Christian Youth Home  “home,”

the path that
brought them
there was
treacherous—
one filled with
neglect, fear,
and uncer-
tainty.   Some
have been
h o m e l e s s ,
some have parents in prison, and for some their
grandparents were just no longer able to care for
them.   For others, their guardians’ just felt like
Show-Me could provide them with a better life
than they could on their own.
Jerrica’s Story

Jerrica’s journey is a fairly typical case. She
joined the Show-Me family when she was 14
years old.   By the time she reached their doors,
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Family-Teachers are the heart
of the Boys Town’s Family Home
Program. Highly trained and pro-
fessional, Family-Teachers pro-
vide compassionate care to help
youth accomplish goals and be-
come successful in their home, at
school, and in the community.
These responsibilities make their
position more than just a job;
working with at-risk youth and
helping them develop as produc-
tive citizens becomes a lifestyle.
One of the most important

characteristics that successful
Family-Teachers have is a true
passion for youth. This passion is
what drives them forward each

day when faced with the typical
ups and downs of family life. On
days when faced with challenging
youth behaviors, they rely upon
their training, as well as the guid-
ance and support from their
knowledgeable Boys Town Con-
sultants. These resources allow
them to address the youth behav-
iors and keep them moving for-
ward in a positive direction. 
In each Boys Town’s residential

Family Home program there will
be up to eight youth, either all
boys or all girls living in the home.
Each home features all the ameni-
ties of a traditional home, along
with an attached apartment,

which is the Family-Teacher’s
own living quarters. With the help
of their assistants, Family-Teach-
ers create a structured daily
schedule to ensure youth attend
school, learn appropriate social
and independent living skills, and
receive the best opportunity pos-
sible for improvement and suc-
cess.
Many of the youth who are re-

ferred to a Boys Town Family
Home have never experienced the
care, support and guidance from
a family, which are the key ele-
ments for them to become
healthy, contributing members of
society. Instead, many of the
youth have known only chaos,
abuse, neglect, and danger. Fam-
ily-Teachers have the opportunity
to give them what they so desper-
ately need – a safe place to live and
be cared for where they can learn
the skills they need for success.  
With so many kids in need,

Boys Town is continually looking
for good people to carry out the
Boys Town’s mission as Family-
Teachers and make a positive dif-
ference in the lives of children
who are hurting and without
hope. 
When children are loved and

valued, they respond in truly
miraculous ways. At Boys Town,
our Family-Teachers help make
miracles of the heart happen
every day! 
For more information visit

www.boystown.org/careers or
contact Melissa Craig via
email:melissa.craig@boystown.or
g or phone: 402-498-1767.
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sion was made.   
They returned recently with their little

girl, who fills their lives with indescribable
joy, to thank the staff and share the news

of the new baby who is coming soon. 
Real People. Real Babies. Real Purpose.

That is why The Women’s Clinic is oper-
ating today.  
The free clinic services provided are

possible because of generous donations of
funds and volunteers that support the life-

saving work of The Women’s Clinic.  
To learn more about how you can part-

ner or get involved, please contact Sue
Mahurin at 816.863.9000 or visit our web-
site at thewomensclinic.net.  Together we
are changing our community to a culture
of LIFE!

CLINIC
continued from page 8
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Boys Town Family-Teachers

she had been placed in home after home staying
with countless faces.   Nothing seemed to work
out.  “My whole life was a mess.  Nobody wanted
me.   Nobody trusted me.   I had burnt all my
bridges,” remembers Jerrica. 

The thought of graduation and a positive fu-
ture seemed an unachievable goal.   “I never be-
lieved I would make much of my life,” said
Jerrica.   “The idea of graduating seemed a mil-
lion years away.   I kept telling myself that I was
never going to make it.   I should just give up and
drop out now.”

Life at Show-Me wasn’t easy at first.   Her dis-
trust of everybody and everything made “fitting
in” difficult.   In her eyes, no one seemed to want
her.   Searching for acceptance, she acted out to
try to be “strong” and “hard.”   But, her   Show-

Me houseparents, Jeff and Jessica Weber, would
not give up on her.   They accepted her for who
she was, not how she acted.  She became a part
of their family providing her with a structure
and stability she never had before.   

That love and guidance changed Jerrica.  She
began to trust others and with that trust, slowly,
came change. 

The community of support she received at
Show-Me created an environment for Jerrica to
blossom.  She accepted Christ and began to take
steps to bring the rest of her life into control.
She became active in her youth group and
school.   She loved helping with the other kids
on campus, and soon always could be found to
have a smile on her face.  She finished her stud-
ies early and not  only  graduated, but received
her diploma with honors after managing a 3.5
GPA. 

Show-Me’s Path-to-Purpose program helped

her find a career that united her passion for
helping children with a solid plan and set of re-
sources.   She earned numerous scholarships
and worked over the summer at a nearby Chris-
tian camp to help with school expenses. She is
now in college working toward a degree to min-
ister to teenage mothers. 

“I don’t like thinking of where I would be if it
weren’t for God.   Before, I dreaded each day.   I
didn’t know what I would do, who I would meet
or where my mom would take me.   Now I feel
safe and secure,” exclaimed Jerrica.   “For the
first time, I am excited about the next part of
my life and ready to get there.  I know it is going
to be a bright future and I know I have a huge
family who always has my back!”

If you would like more information about
Show-Me Christian Youth Home or ways to help
this local Missouri ministry, please contact them
at 660-347-5982 or go to www.showmekids.org.

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK!  facebook.com/metro voice news SHOW-ME
continued from page 9



Last June, Only did an online search for
his birth mother for the first time and was
shocked to find her obituary dated just
weeks earlier—no one even bothered to
tell him she’d died. With the fantasy of his
mother returning to rescue him shattered,
Only decided it was time to straighten up:
He dropped 40 pounds, worked on con-
trolling his rage and now earns mostly A’s
in school, according to the Tampa Bay
Times.
Prince noticed the change in him im-

mediately and began working to help
Only set goals for himself. Meanwhile,
adoption specialist Connie Going became
concerned that Only had just three years
before he “aged out” of the foster care sys-
tem. With time running out, God put it on
Going’s heart to go directly to the African-
American church to find the teen a family,
Prince said.
Going discussed the idea with Only,

who agreed to speak in churches if it
meant he might find a family, as well as
bring awareness about other boys in the
same situation. St. Mark was the second
church to let Only speak. The morning
they arrived, brought surprises all around:
Going didn’t know Only had already at-
tended St. Mark several times with his
mentor; Only didn’t know he was going to
his mentor’s church that morning; and
Prince didn’t know they were coming.
When he saw them, Prince exclaimed,

“Why are you here?” 
“You’ll see,” Only replied.
As they sat together during the service,

Prince helped Only locate the Scripture
verses in the Bible and urgently prayed for
whatever was about to happen. He whis-
pered to Only: “God has called you to do
this. Just be who you are. … Everything
you have been through is a testament to
how strong you are. This is nothing. Pray
before you go up and God will give you
the words.”
Despite media reports that the sermon

was on-topic for Only’s upcoming plea,
Prince said St. Mark’s pastor was not aware
that the boy was going to speak until after
the sermon, when someone handed him
a small note during the announcements.

With the comfort of his mentor
nearby, the familiarity of St. Mark, and the
hope of God flowing through him, Only
went off script and gave his now-famous
address.
Prince was as shocked as everyone else

when Only passionately disclosed he was
an orphan looking for a family. “‘Wait—
he feels that way?’ I thought. I’d never
looked at him as an orphan before,” Prince
recalled. After his talk, Prince shook the
teen’s hand and for the first time ever, told
Only that he loved him.
Like many of the reporters who inter-

viewed Only, Prince was shocked to learn
that there are thousands of foster children
in America who are truly orphans—chil-
dren with no legal parents, living in limbo
as “wards of the state,” and needing new
parents to commit to them. Almost
102,000 foster children currently are wait-
ing to be adopted, according to the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Serv-
ices’ Children’s Bureau.
Godly Daniel, executive director for

4Kids West Central Florida, worries about
what the press has dubbed the “Davion Ef-
fect”—the thousands of people who have

heard his story and now want to take in an
American orphan.
“I wouldn’t be surprised if a lot of it was

an emotional response,” he said, pointing
to the response people had to the hun-
dreds of children orphaned during the
2010 Haiti earthquake. At first, families
seemed desperate to adopt a Haitian child.
“After awhile, they start really thinking,
‘Can I do this?’ Their heartstrings are
pulled, but then when that child kicks a
wall in, they will ask themselves, ‘Did I do
the right thing?’ Yes, they did, but the [real
question] is will they commit to that child
even if he does that?”
Only might even have a difficult time

adjusting to living in a family, and he
could test their commitment by acting
out, Daniel said. Families who adopt older
children need ongoing therapeutic sup-
port, a “Christian therapist [who can help
children] deal with past rejection and
come to a place of forgiveness,” he said.

Prince hopes Only’s new family,
whomever they are, will not only love him,
but challenge his character and further his
ability to grow as a Christian: “He knows
it’s going to happen. His faith is unbreak-
able. He behaves like God has already se-
lected him a family. He behaves like he’s
already adopted.”
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ORPHAN
continued from page 7

Only in his church.
His plea has made

international 
headlines

twitter.com/metrovoice
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BREATHE GRACE
Many of us are able to recall a pivotal moment in

high school or college where a professor imparted
some guiding wisdom that we
were able to adopt, internalize,
and use to greatly impact our
own journeys and the lives of
those around us. I remember
that moment in my own edu-
cation, and I am thankful for
the powerful impact of two

simple words on my life. 
I was a non-traditional student at Calvary Bible

College – returning to finish the undergraduate edu-
cation I had started before marriage and family. The
phrase Breathe Grace was presented in class rather
casually, but it resonated with me and I immediately
embraced it. I wanted this to be the headline that de-
scribed the way I live my life and to become my first
reflexive response to any challenge that confronted
me. 

Guided by the Holy Spirit, this practical, two-word
phrase gives us the ability to view life challenges from
a different perspective and move toward them with
grace…. giving hope in a heartbeat if only we employ
it. As Christians, this should be a fundamental char-
acteristic of everything that flows from us. The Lord
asks us to choose love above everything else when
faced with seemingly impossible or unexpected cir-
cumstances: “Most of all, love each other as if your
life depended on it. Love makes up for practically
anything.” 1 Peter 4:8  The Message.

My pastor encourages people, when faced with a
situation where we just don’t know how to respond,
to choose love. I find that in those times – and per-
haps more importantly in the aftermath of those im-
possible challenges – breathing grace often matters
most of all.

We become the conduit through which God’s
grace is delivered. His image is reflected through us,
and the influence of our emotion, judgment, and
pride is filtered out. When my brother is in need, I’m
to respond with compassionate understanding; when
my sister is detached and depressed, I’m to provide
space and lead in love; when I feel betrayed or
wronged – first, I’m to respond honorably. 

In times of difficulty, indecision and uncertainty,
the most powerful and effective, God-honoring first
response is to simply - breathe grace. For this, I am
thankful.

–– Sherry Hilleary

IF NOT FOR GRACE
I'm very grateful to have been introduced to If Not

For Grace Ministries. I have carried around like a ball
and chain so much inner tur-
moil- Can God really forgive
someone like me? How un-
worthy I felt to even come into
the presence of God! My
prayers felt futile because I felt
so unworthy of His love.

My symptoms of post-
abortion were low self-esteem, unworthiness, think-
ing I was the biggest sinner ever, depression, seeing
myself as an ugly person, GUILT, sadness, anger, un-
forgiveness to others and shame. I'm sure there were
more but you get the gist.

I know I carried anger towards my step-mom
(more towards her than my dad) for them even al-
lowing me to make that abortion decision at the age

of 14. They were Christians who went to church every
Sunday. Then, at age 15 I had a miscarriage. For 36
years I had highs and lows- mostly lows- of carrying
this burden. I had asked God in the past to forgive
me, but I never truly accepted his forgiveness be-
cause I didn't forgive myself.

I went through the Her Choice to Heal class and
there were 6 of us. Hearing other women who had
the same inner turmoil that I had experienced all
these years was kind of freeing to me- that I wasn't
alone in all my madness.

I learned that God is SO GOOD and GRACIOUS;
that one sin is no different than another sin to Him.
Before, I felt that I had committed the unpardonable
sin by taking my child's life. How could I ever do such
a thing, I'm such a soft hearted loving person.

Only through God's grace have I been freed. Satan
no longer has a foothold to my past, present, or fu-
ture. I am a free woman, to live and to be the True
child of God that he created me to be.

That's what my experience with If Not For Grace
has done for me.

The Reconciliation Weekend was the icing on the
cake. Sadly, before, I had put my children out of my
thoughts, because it just made me feel bad. I had the
chance to come clean, so to speak, acknowledging
them, embracing them, asking them for forgiveness
and experiencing their forgiveness towards me. Being
anxious about meeting them in Heaven one day!!!
The most AWESOME feeling ever!!!

I know God is at work in INFG because I wasn't
seeking help. I was just going to live with my dysfunc-
tion. But God had and has better plans for me to truly
have an ABUNDANT, JOYFUL life!!!

P.S. From the director, Lori, to the facilitators to
the volunteers they are an AMAZING group of people,
who love me and most of all love God!!!!

–– Cynthia George

THANKFUL
Wow, what a year 2013 has been. Well, for the

Jeanes’ family, anyway. To be honest, I would need
to be a bit more humble and thankful for more than
this past year, but I won’t bore you with all of the de-
tails. 

I am thankful, first and foremost, for a loving God
who gave up the only One He could give to save a
wretch like me. Secondly, I am very thankful for the
last 17 years that my beautiful bride has been with
me, keeping me in-line most of the time. We also
share two beautiful children that the Lord has given
us the “traditional” way, as well as a few children that
live abroad and, possibly, some more that live here,
in the US.

I am also thankful for the chance to go to a coun-
try that is so impoverished and, yet, so beautiful, with
the opportunity to share the Gospel of Christ for a
spiritually starving nation! After speaking with a
friend who is still in Sierra Leone and hearing about
the “great news” coming back, I’m grateful to the will-
ingness of people to listen to Truth even if it contra-
dicts everything they already believe.

––DC Jeanes

REMAIN THANKFUL
On October 3, 1789, President George Washington

issued the first day of Thanksgiving, in a proclamation
setting aside November 26, 1789 as a day of “public
thanksgiving and prayer to be observed by acknowl-
edging with grateful hearts the many signal favors
of Almighty God…” In 1863, President Abraham Lin-

coln made Thanksgiving Day a permanent national
holiday.

Washington’s document is only three paragraphs
but is filled with references to God; “that great and
glorious Being;” “the beneficent Author of all the
good that was, that is or that will be;” “the great Lord
and Ruler of Nations.” If it’s been a long time or if
you’ve never read the Proclamation, I encourage you
to do so today.

Washington also states it is our duty to render
unto God our sincere and humble thanks; to seek His
pardon for our national and other transgressions; to
promote the knowledge and practice of true religion
and to ask that He grant us a degree of temporal
prosperity as He alone knows to be best.

Our country has other important documents,
many of which are taken for granted or even ignored
today but for those and for the Thanksgiving Procla-
mation delivered 224 years ago, I am thankful. As
Samuel Adams stated on November 1, 1777, years be-
fore Washington’s proclamation, “it is the indispen-

sable duty of all men to adore
the superintending providence
of Almighty God; to acknowl-
edge with gratitude their obli-
gation to Him for benefits
received ... that with one heart
and one voice the good people
may express the grateful feel-

ing of their hearts and consecrate themselves to the
service of their Divine Benefactor... acknowledging
with gratitude their obligations to Him for benefits
received...”

Finally, many verses in the Bible talk about giving
thanks to God and just two are:

Oh, give thanks to the Lord, for He is good! For His
mercy endures forever – Psalm 107:1

In everything give thanks; for this is the will of
God in Christ Jesus for you – 1 Thessalonians 5:18

With grateful hearts, we remain thankful – for all
the good that was, that is or that will be.

–– Dennis Myers, Independence, Mo.

“IT’S NOT ABOUT ME”
“Teresa, you’ve got to pray for me. I’ve never seen

such a huge Cancer Clinic sign in my life,” I looked at
the building. “You know whatever happens in the sur-
geon’s office, this isn’t about me, it’s gotta be about
the book, right?” 

Only four months before I’d published a book for
caregivers. Whatever lay ahead of me would put me

in touch with the medical
world—those who touched the
lives of caregivers daily.

The visit didn’t turn into a
book review—it came with an
aggressive breast cancer diag-
nosis.

Fear crawled up my spine.
I might have forgotten totally about the book, but my
husband didn’t. Every hospital visit Gary talked with
other cancer patients and their caregivers. 

“My wife is a famous authoress,” he’d say. “Every-
one needs hope—you’ll love her stories because there
all about me.” His presentation captured audiences.
His humor brought smiles to weary faces and he sold
several books. My doctors knew Gary well. 

Then the day before Thanksgiving 2009, just after
my fourth chemo treatment, Gary died suddenly of
a heart attack. My world seemed to crumble around
me. I thought grief would kill me if the cancer didn’t.

I will give thanks to the Lord with all my heart Psalms 111:1

Because of physical complications I ended up see-
ing a gazillion doctors over the past four years. Often
four residents and two nurses joined the surgical on-
cologist in my exam room.

One day I whined to God, “I’m tired, Lord. Haven’t
I been through enough?” God said to me, “Quit your
complaining. You are a unique study—think of how
many doctors you are helping not only physically, but
spiritually.” 

That’s when I decided to find the wildest knee
socks in the world. If I had to continue the medical
visits, I’d take joy with me. The socks opened up con-
versations with so many. I didn’t have my husband’s
humor, but I did have the Joy of Jesus to share.

Then my vision changed. I saw an eye specialist.
“Mrs. Crawford, you are legally blind. I’m sending you
to another specialist.” 

Wow. I’d moved beyond the socks—but what
about smiles. I found good clean jokes and shared
them with whoever I could. 

I’ve had wonderful opportunities to share my
thankfulness with hundreds of God’s needy people
and I know for a fact, my life is not about me, it’s
about the opportunity to share Jesus. 

––Kat Crawford, Omaha

THE BEAUTY OF UGLINESS
This has been an ugly year.
In March, I watched the last drops of my mother-

in-law’s enormous life drain from her cancer-ravaged
body.

In July, my dad was brought to his knees by a
heart attack. He never got up.

In September, I found my husband sprawled on
the floor barely able to move from the searing pain
in his back.

But in the middle of the grim of this ugliness,
beauty stood.

Beauty in the fact that my mother-in-law’s week
in the hospice house included visits with nearly every
person she held dearest, a last taste of warm lefse
with butter, and a final celebration of Easter Sunday
– her last full day on Earth - with all seven of her
grandkids.

Beauty in the fact that in the week prior to his
death, my dad had spent the
day with my girls and me at a
festival, sharing parade candy
and lemonade. And just hours
prior to the tragic event, he
had called to chat and to ex-
change what would be the last
“I love you.”

Beauty in the fact my husband could spend his
weeks off work in recovery reading to and playing
with our girls.

Beauty in the fact God has held me up when all I
wanted to do was crumble. Beauty in the fact His
church has tirelessly surrounded my family with food,
prayer, support, consoling, more food and more
prayer. Beauty in the fact so many people have come
forward with stories of how my mother-in-law
touched their lives or how Dad had influenced them.

Beauty that cannot be manmade. Store-bought.
Captured in a greeting card. Seen through a camera
lens. It’s beauty that you can only feel, straight to the

core of you. And it is a beauty bearing peace despite
circumstances, and beyond understanding. A beauty
straight from the Father’s enduring benevolence.

It is for this gift I am grateful, and am only starting
to understand.

–– Sara Kaden Brunsvold, Mission, Kan.

THANKFUL FOR MY CHURCH
2013, like every year, has been full of ups and

downs. There have been highlights of joy and cele-
bration coupled with times of pain and stretching.
However, these rough times in my life have allowed
me the opportunity to grow closer to God.

At the end of December, like many couples, my
wife and I sat down and mapped out our goals and
plans for the upcoming year. We had agreed to in-
crease our finances, pay off our debt and begin build-
ing wealth this year. We had spent the last couple
years making this possible and this year was the year
we were finally in a position to make it happen! 

Sadly, with all of
our planning, life de-
cided to throw a few
things our way. The
cars needed expen-
sive repairs, medical
issues that we have
never dealt with be-
fore arose and unex-

pected costs began to pile up. It started to feel like
we were just struggling to break even in our finances
with all the extra bills piling up

However, in those times of financial stretching,
we decided that there was one thing that wasn’t
going to change. Our faith and our commitment to
giving tithes and offerings were going to remain. We
weren’t going to pull back from the one Person who
had the power to change our situation.

We continued our attendance at World Revival
Church, gave as much as we were able to give and
never wavered in our faithfulness. In fact, as we
heard sermon after sermon on faith and increase, we
started to put our faith in action and jumped at even
more opportunities. Our prayer life as a married cou-
ple began to increase and it only brought us closer
together as we both became closer to God. 

   This brings me to what I’m thankful for this year.
I’m thankful for our church. I’m thankful for the men
and women that we’ve met within that body. I’m
thankful to be a part of a place where we get to ex-
perience God in a real and life-changing way every
weekend. I may walk in with worry and anxiety about
our situation but just one experience with the power
of God and I’ve walked out a different person. 

   As the year draws to a close, our physical situ-
ation hasn’t changed that much but my attitude and
mindset have. I’m living a life of faith, a life of constant
expectation of good coming in my life. We have been
able to pay off every single bill that has come our way
and have begun to see the increase come in our lives.
I have hope for a better future - and that’s been all
the difference to me!

–– Jesse Weedman, Lee's Summit, Mo.

 Thankfulwhy i’m

GEORGE

MYERS

CRAWFORD

THE WEEDMANS

HILLEARY

BRUNSVOLD

Hospice Volunteers
Improve Quality of Life

Hospice volunteers provide companionship, veteran visits, 
reading, cards and so much more. Volunteer as little as 

45 minutes a week.

Please RSVP to Veronica Evans 913-850-7547
or email veronica.evans@crossroadshospice.com

TRAINING SESSIONS: Saturday, Nov. 9, 9:30am to 1:30pm
and Saturday, Dec. 7, 9:30am to 1:30pm
11150 Thompson Ave., Lenexa, KS 66219

Drinks and snacks provided.



Clay Center, Kan. - As you read on
our front page, fifteen-year-old
Davion Only, looking for a family to
call his own, told a Florida church
congregation “I’ll take anyone”.  As
his story made national news, it
tugged at the heart strings of a na-
tion.  Unfortunately, over the course
of human history there have been
millions of Davion’s. 
November is National Adoption

Month.  History’s first recorded adoption took place
thousands of years ago in ancient Hebrew days.  Abra-
ham, the biblical Patriarch, had a brother, Haran.  He
passed away early in life leaving behind a son, Lot.
Abraham, his Uncle, willingly took him in becoming
like his own father.   
Lot was orphaned due to the death of his parents.

Other children are orphaned due to war, abduction,
illness, tragedy or simply because the parents are unfit
and authorities have taken the children.  In the Chris-
tian faith, followers are urged to care for these orphans.

The Scriptures say, “Religion that
is pure and undefiled before God
. . . is this:  to visit [or care for] or-
phans” (James 1:27).      
Beyond the Scriptural admo-

nition, why do Christians concern
themselves with the orphan?
They do because the desire comes
from the heart of God.  He is the
Creator of all mankind and archi-
tect of the family.  His heart is

filled with compassion towards those who have no
family.  Therefore, he urges His followers to be His
hands and feet to a world in need.       
When someone is orphaned there is a natural in-

stinct to search for that missing relationship.  The first
place everyone can start their search, no matter their
family story, is with God.  We were born spiritual be-
ings, instinctively knowing we have a Creator, yet sep-
arated from Him because of our sinful hearts.  The
search for Him took us down winding roads filled with
detours.  We blindly thought relationships, success, re-

ligion or addictions would give us we what lacked, but
none of it satisfied.     
It was for this God sent His only Son – Jesus.  He is

the answer.  He came to show us a Father’s love and
wants to adopt us into His loving family.  In a sense,
we are all orphans in need of a Father.  Call out to Him
in humble and desperate faith.  Then He will welcome
you, cleanse you from all sin, come into your life, make
you a new person and give you a new family.  Jesus said,
“For this my son [or daughter] . . . was lost, and is
found” (Luke 15:24).  In your pursuit of family may
you discover your Heavenly Father and His Son – Jesus.
May He be your hope for today.  

Every year it seems to me that Thanks-
giving is increasingly just a thin slice of cel-
ebration sandwiched between the massive
marketing machines of Halloween and
Christmas. It's become a few days of respite
for post school/work burnout and pre
Christmahanakwanza preparation!
But it hasn't al-

ways been this way.
There was a time
when Thanksgiving
was a sacred day set
aside for so much
more than watching
the Kansas City
Chiefs and downing
twice your body
weight in turkey
and stuffing. It was
more of a time to
remember, reflect,
and rejoice in what
happened in the Fall
of 1621 when the
Pilgrims and Native Indians shared a meal
as a sacrifice of praise for their survival. The
story of that momentous day was passed
on to each generation, and in 1777 George
Washington made it an official holiday.
But that's not the end of the story for

this great celebration, because the uber
meal deal day fell by the wayside in the
years after President Washington, and the
fourth Thursday in November would have
stayed just that, had it not been for a brave
and persistent woman named Sarah
Josepha Hale. When seemingly everyone
else in the country forgot about the impor-
tance of a national day of thanksgiving,
Sarah pursued and promoted the idea un-
ceasingly.
She wrote letters to governors and pres-

idents. She lobbied in newspapers, maga-
zines and books. She tirelessly sacrificed
time and energy in this single pursuit until
it finally paid off. In 1863, Abraham Lin-
coln proclaimed a national day of Thanks-
giving and since then, every President has
followed suit.
But did I mention that it took 17 years

for this to happen? Sarah Hale did not give
up with the first, second, or hundredth re-

jection. In a way, her
relentless drive and
undaunted persist-
ence mirrored the
determination of the
original Pilgrims.
The Pilgrims

came across the At-
lantic for many rea-
sons, one of the most
critical being the
dream of being able
to worship God in
whatever way they
felt was His calling
on their lives. They
endured the bitter

winters and hostile conditions to fulfill a
dream of finishing the race and remaining
faithful to the end.
Their resolve was galvanized by their

Christian faith. And no doubt in their
hardship, they took courage from the fol-

lowing words of the Apostle Paul, penned
shortly before his death:
“But you should keep a clear mind in

every situation. Don't be afraid of suffering
for the Lord. Work at telling others the
Good News, and fully carry out the min-
istry God has given you.
As for me, my life has already been

poured out as an offering to God. The time
of my death is near. I have fought the good
fight, I have finished the race, and I have
remained faithful. And now the prize
awaits me-the crown of righteousness,
which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will
give me on the day of his return. And the
prize is not just for me but for all who ea-
gerly look forward to his appearing (1

Timothy 4:5-9).”
So what about you? You have a more

important mission than petitioning presi-
dents or even starting a new nation! You
are charged with THE Cause of making
disciples who make disciples - an endeavor
that will outlast all holidays and every na-
tion on earth.
This Thanksgiving, let's give thanks that

we live in a nation where we are free to
worship God. But above all other things we
are thankful for, let's be intensely grateful
that Jesus Christ lived the life we should
have lived and died the death we should
have died. And because of His sacrifice, we
have the joy and the privilege of carrying
out the ministry God has given each of us!

Metro Voice––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––metrovoicenews.com � facebook.com/metrovoicenews––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––November 2013 • 13

PUBLISHERS

MANAGING EDITOR

Dwight & Anita Widaman

Dwight
Widaman
Dwight@metrovoicenws.com

P.O. Box 1114
Lee’s Summit, MO 64063

816.524.4522 | Fax: 816.282.0010
email: dwight@metrovoicenews.com

Calendar:
metrovoicecalendar@gmail.com

Web: metrovoicenews.com
facebook.com/metrovoicenews

twitter.com/metrovoice

MAILING ADDRESS

OFFICES

Metro Voice © 2013, is an award-win-
ning newspaper published monthly by
Widaman Communications, Inc. MV is
available primarily by mailed, bulk and
subscription distribution to the congre-
gations of 700 churches, colleges,
bookstores, libraries, businesses and
other locations. Complimentary distri-
bution is available as a service to the
community. Individual subscriptions
are available for a donation of $24 per
year. Postage is First Class. Written ma-
terials submitted to MV become prop-
erty of Widaman Communications. The
content of this publication, including all
stories, advertising or other graphic
symbols, may not be reproduced in any
way, shape or form for commercial pur-
poses or added to any web site without
the express permission of Widaman
Communications. Advertising in MV is
open to anyone wishing to reach the
Christian community. MV reserves the
right to refuse any advertising deemed
unsuitable. 

Metro Voice is a charter member 
of the Christian Newspaper Association,

Fellowship of Christian News-
papers, Midwest Christian
Media Association. Evangelical 
Press Association

COMMUNITY EVENTS EDITOR

Anita
Widaman
Metrovoicecalendar
@gmail.com

EDITORIAL SUPPORT
Layout & Design: Joe Boothe
Proofreading: Alan Goforth

Reviews: Marie Asner, D.C. Jeanes, 
Phil Boatright; Contributing Editors: 

Lee Hartman, Jack Cashill, Stephanie Boothe

metrovoice@kcweb.net

SHARE YOUR OPINION WITH US. IT’S EASY!
dwight@metrovoicenews.com • twitter.com/metrovoice

facebook.com/metrovoicenews

“But you should keep a
clear mind in every 

situation. Don't be afraid
of suffering for the Lord.
Work at telling others the
Good News, and fully carry
out the ministry God has

given you.”
APOSTLE PAUL

LANE
PALMER
Writer for Dare 2
Share Ministries (D2S)
based in Arvada, 
Colo.

viewpoint

GIVING THANKS FOR THANKSGIVING

Suffering brought
about spirit of gratitude

WANTED:  A forever family

hopefortoday

CLINT
DECKER 
President & 
Evangelist, Great
Awakenings, Inc.



CONCERTS
THE JASON UPTON BAND.Nov. 1, 7pm. Word of Life
Church, 3902 NE Riverside Rd., St. Joseph, MO 64505.  A
night of worship, free admission, no reserved seating.
816-233-6367.
PHIL AND PAM MORGAN.Nov. 3, 6pm. Susquehanna
Baptist Church, 17800 Susquehanna Ridge, Indep., MO.
816-257-2080.
MITCH MCVICKER IN CONCERT.Nov. 14, 7pm, Lifepoint
Church, 200 SW 30th St., Topeka. Also appearing: Chris-
tian Stringfellow. Tickets are free, but you must have a
ticket: 785-267-0533 or LifepointTopeka.com
SWEET SPIRIT & FRIENDS MUSIC OUTREACH; FEA-
TURING: NEW HEART ALONG WITH SWEET SPIRIT.
Nov. 16. Moment of Truth Bible Baptist Church, 310 Ran-
dolph Road, Claycomo, Missouri 64119. Food starts @ 6
PM, Music @ 7 PM. Come in out of the cold and have some
chili and warm your soul with some great music. Bring a
friend! You're sure to have a great time! (816) 453-7547 or
(816) 452-4426.  http://sweetspiritandfriends.webs.com/
TOBYMAC, HITS DEEP TOUR.Nov. 21, 7:30pm, doors
open at 6:30pm. Independence Events Center, 19100 East
Valley View Pkwy., Indep., MO. Featuring Mandisa, Colton
Dixon, Brandon Heath, Chris August, Jamie Grace Capital

Kings. Ticketmaster.com
LARRY GATLIN IN CONCERT.Nov. 23, 6:30pm, Wana-
maker Woods Church of the Nazarene, 3501 SW Wana-
maker Rd., Topeka. Doors open at 5:30. Also appearing:
All Four One. For info: 273-2248.
I AM LOVED. Nov. 23, 7pm. Deerbrook Covenant Church,
200 NE Tudor Rd., Lee’s Summit, MO. Benefit concert for
Aryana Taylor featuring live entertainment by: 9th Hour,
Maywood Band, Don’t Know Dorothy & Sarah Valle. Raffle
tickets and fundraisers for sale, plus a FREE poster (while
supplies last) & FREE tickets for door prizes.
aryanagogo.jimdo.com
MASTERWORKS CHORUS.Dec. 6, 7:30pm. Graceway,
5460 Blue Ridge Cut-Off, KCMO. $10/adults, $7/students &
seniors (65 & up). Calvary Bible College faculty and stu-
dents along with members of the community present
Masterworks Chorus featuring Gabriel Faure’s Requiem in
D Minor, and Antonio Vivaldi’s Gloria. 816-322-0110.
CHARLES DAVID SMART. Dec. 13, 7:30-9:30pm. Homer’s
Coffee House, 7126 W 80th, OPKS. 913-381-6022.

SOUTHERN GOSPEL
(CALL FOR GROUPS)
ALPHA OMEGA CHRISTIAN MUSIC ASSOCIATION

MONTHLY MEETING, PRAYER, DEVOTION, POTLUCK
AND JAM. First Friday, 7pm. 10035 E. Westport Rd.,
Indep., MO 64052. 
MO-KAN GOSPEL MUSIC ASSOCIATION POTLUCK
AND JAM. Fourth Friday (except for Nov. & Dec. when we
meet on the 3rd Fri.). Northland Christian Church, 6120
NE 48th St., KCMO.  913-432-0359.
CGMA NW MO CHAPTER MEETING, GOSPEL MUSIC
AND POTLUCK. Second Saturday, Faith Assembly of God
Church, South 13 Hwy, Polo, MO. Travel North on I-35
North, go North of Liberty to the Polo/Lathrop Exit. Turn
right onto116 Hwy. Go 12 miles to 13 Hwy. Turn left and go
¼ mile. pegcla@msn.com.
MOMENT OF TRUTH BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH. Third
Saturday in January, May, September & November, 7pm.
310 Randolph Rd, Claycomo, MO. Gospel music sing. 816-
452-4426.
RADIANT LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD. Last Sunday, 6:30
p.m. Hwy. 33, Kearney, MO. Open mike. Gospel sing. 
GOSPEL JAMBOREE. Second Thursday, 7 p.m. Life Chris-
tian Center, 1650 E Langsford Road, Lee’s Summit, MO.
816-878-4694.  
PARADISE BAPTIST CHURCH. Second Sunday, 6 p.m.
Pot luck dinner at 5 p.m. Paradise, MO. 816-591-1020.

CLASSES, SEMINARS, 
CONFERENCES
SKILLBUILDERS EDUCATION & SUPPORT FOR WID-
OWS, WIDOWERS & CAREGIVERS. 3 Locations &
Times. Location 1: Tuesdays through Nov. 26, 9:45-
10:45am Coffee, Meet, Greet, Support. 10:00-11:50am
Program. The Palmer Center, Craft Room, 218A North
Pleasant, Indep., MO. Location 2: Thursdays through
Nov. 21, 9:45-10:45am Coffee, Meet, Greet, Support.
10:00-11:50am Program. Tomahawk Ridge Community
Center, 11902 Lowell Blvd., OPKS. Location 3: Fridays
through Nov. 22, 9:30-9:45am Coffee, Meet, Greet, Sup-
port. 9:45-11:20am Program. Platte County Resource
Center, Board Room, 11724 NW Plaza Circle, KCMO
64153. Classes include: Your Legacy, From I to We to Me;
Fall Lawn & Garden Care; Home Security & Personal
Safety; Understanding Your Grief; Winter Car Care; Man-
aging Your Money; Making Simple Home Repairs; Home
Computer & Mobile Device Care; Stress Management;
Coping with the Holidays; Estate Planning. Although
classes are designed for widowed persons, anyone may
attend at no charge. 913-648-1520.
KANSAS CITY GLORY INVASION II. Oct. 31 – Nov. 3.
Christ Triumphant Church, 401 NE Chipman Rd., Lee’s
Summit, MO. Host Pastor Alan & Carol Koch. Speakers
Kevin & Kathy Basconi and David & Stephanie Hertzog.
816-524-6120.
RECONCILLATION WEEKEND. Nov. 1-3. Spon. by If Not
For Grace. 816-847-2911.

LIFE ISSUES CONFERENCE. Nov. 2, 8am, at Faith
Lutheran Church, 1320 W. 15th St, Ottawa. Hear Mr.
Brian Young, Director of the Creation Instruction Associ-
ation speaking on "Why is Creation Important" and
"Amazing Animals." Rev. Dr. James Lamb, Ex. Dir. of
Lutherans For Life, Inc., will speak on "The Three B's of
When Life Begins" and "Threats to Human Life at its Be-
ginning." Contact jmac14430@gmail.com for info & reg-
istration form. Sign in from 8-8:30 am, end at 3:15 pm.
Adults: $20; students: $10. Cost includes lunch and
morning refreshments.
HEALING PRAYER CONFERENCE. Nov. 7-9. Christ
Church Anglican, 5500 W. 91st St., OPKS 66207. Jesus
wants to heal and restore our hearts, equipping us for
the abundant life He intended. www.soulhealingkc.com.
THE JOSEPH COMPANY MARKETPLACE CONFER-
ENCE. Nov. 7-9. Forerunner Christian Fellowship Audito-
rium, 1244 Grandview Rd., Grandview, MO. $99.
Featuring Mike Bickle, Linda Fields & others.
Ihopkc.org/marketplace.
IGNITE THE FIRE CONFERENCE. Nov. 7-10. World Re-
vival Church, 9900 View High Dr., KCMO. Featuring
Steve Gray, Kathy Gray, and Integrity music artist Jared
Anderson. 1-877-804-5433.
AVOID PROBATE SEMINARS. Nov. 7 & 19, 7pm. Lewis
Living Trust Center, 700 NE Langsford Rd., Lee’s Summit,
MO. Free. 816-524-3200.
ANNUAL MEETING OF THE MEMBERSHIP OF MIS-
SOURI RIGHT TO LIFE. Nov. 9. Immaculate Conception
Parish, 1206 E. McCarty St., Jefferson City, MO.
Statewide Meeting Immediately Following. Featured
Guest – Sheryl Crosier. www.missourilife.org 573-635-
5110.
HOSPICE VOLUNTEERS TRAINGING SESSION. Nov. 9
& Dec. 7, 9:30am-1:30pm. 11150 Thompson Ave., Lenexa,
KS 66219. Hospice volunteers provide companionship,

veteran visits, reading, cards and so much more. Volun-
teer as little as 45 minutes per week. Veronica Evans
913-850-7547.
ADOPTION INFORMATION MEETING. Nov. 11, 6:30-
8:00pm. Leawood Pioneer Library, 4700 Town Center
Dr., Leawood, KS. Free. Spon. by Dillon International,
Inc. 314-576-4100.
FIBROMYALGIA SUPPORT GROUP MEETING. Nov.
14, 7-8:30pm. Countryside Christian Church, 6101 Nall,
Mission, KS. Bonding and sharing hope, tips & tech-
niques for dealing with sleep, pain, etc. 913-384-4673.
GLORIFYING GOD GLOBALLY, INTERNATIOAL CON-
FERENCE ON MISSIONS. Nov. 14-17. Kansas City Con-
vention Center, KCMO. Featuring Jair Castillo.
www.theicom.org. 317-539-4231.
WOMEN’S FALL RETREAT. Nov. 16, 8M-3:30pm. Faith
United Methodist Church, 1950 SW Eagles Parkway,
Grain Valley, MO 64029. 816-847-0008.
THE KANSAS CITY ISRAEL ACTION FORUM. Nov. 17, 1-
4pm. The Temple, Congregation B’nai Jehudah, 12320
Nall Ave., OPKS. An insider’s perspective: Israel’s chal-
lenges and opportunities in 2013 and beyond. Featuring
David Horovitz. 312-253-8984.
SCIENCE VS. RELIGION: THE COMPATIBILITY OF
FAITH AND THE NATURAL SCIENCES. Nov. 21, 7 pm.
The Ballroom in the Kansas Union at the University of
Kansas. This event is co-sponsored by the St. Lawrence
Institute for Faith and Culture and the Notre Dame Club
of Eastern Kansas. The lecture is free and open to the
public. Speaker: Brad H. Gregory, PH.D. 785-843-0357
THE ASCENT: YOUTH CONVENTION 2013.  November
22 & 23.  Embassy Suites, 7630 NW Tiffany Springs Pkwy.
Kansas City, MO.  Speakers include Terrance Talley,
Dylan Stephone, Ignite FC, Daren Streblow.   Pre-service
kick-off includes human bowling, gladiator joust, Velcro
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LARRY GATLIN IN CONCERT AT WANAMAKER WOODS CHURCH OF THE
NAZARENE, 3501 SW WANAMAKER RD., TOPEKA, KS. FOR INFO: 273-2248.
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vertical wall and more.  www.nomoag.com
ANDREW IRONSIDE & BAND.  Nov. 30, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Faith Ministries Community Church, 12222 Blue Ridge
Ext., Grandview, MO.  WORSHIP ENCOUNTER, Dec. 1, 10
a.m.    816-965-7141.  
REAL MEN DISCUSSION GROUP. Nov. 23 & Dec. 21,
6:30pm. Roanoke Baptist Church, 3950 Wyoming St.,
KCMO 64111. This is an open group, all are invited. Re-
freshments will be served. Call Bo Price for info. 816-
561-4932.
GRIEFSHARE SURVIVING THE HOLIDAYS EVENT.
Nov. 23, 9am-12pm. 2501 SE Shenandoah Dr., Lee’s Sum-
mit, MO. $5 registration fee, scholarships available. No
child care. Helping those dealing with grief during the
holidays. Gary Hamm, Support Facilitator, 816-838-
3641. 
PASTOR, CHURCH AND LAW! Nov. 23, 9am-3pm. Heart
of America Ministries Church, 7600 Blue Ridge Blvd.,
KCMO 64138. A special seminar for pastors and
churches. 816-356-6380.
MARY BAXTER. Dec. 6-9. First Love Ministries Church,
4747 Hadley Ave., OPKS. God uses her in miracle, heal-
ings, word of knowledge, prophecy, revelations, and vi-
sions. 913-402-9644. 
ONETHING 2013 YOUNG ADULT CONFERENCE. Dec.
28-31. Kansas City Convention Center. Spon. by Interna-
tional House of Prayer. Speakers include: Mike Bickle,
Francis Chan, Allen Hood, Misty Edwards, Matt Redman,
Jesus Culture & Banning Liebscher. Ihopkc.org/onething
16TH ANNUAL MIDWEST CHRISTIAN EDUCATION &
COLLEGE EXPO.Mar. 1, 9:30am-2pm. Colonial Presby-
terian Church, KCMO. 100 schools & organizations. 816-
524-4522.

SPECIAL CHURCH EVENTS
AARON’S HOUSE MATERNITY HOME, “ABUNDANT
LIFE” FUNDRAISING BANQUET.Nov. 3, 3-5pm. Har-
risonville Church of the Nazarene, 2305 E. South Street,
Harrisonville, MO. Free to attend, MUST RSVP by sending
an email to events@aaronshouse.org 816-738-1602.
HOLIDAY MARKET. Nov. 12, 9am-3pm. Holmeswood
Baptist Church, 9700 Holmes Road, KCMO 64131. Spon. by
the Holmeswood Youth Group. Holmeswood will be filled
with crafters, artisans, and specialty vendors offering a
wide assortment of holiday items for your pre-holiday
shopping. Homemade cinnamon rolls will be offered in
the morning, and wonderful soups and more during the
lunch hour. While you are shopping, enjoy handbell choirs
and our Community Chorus. 816-942-1729.
40 DAYS OF LIFE. Through Nov. 3. Planned Parenthood,
44901 W. 109th St., OPKS, contact Fr. John Sweeney at jps-
777@sbcglobal.net & Center for Women’s Health, 4840
College Blvd., OPKS, contact Wendy Curtis,
wendyarnet@gmail.com. Want to end abortion? If you do,
the first thing you must do is pray. The most visible com-
ponent of each campaign is peaceful prayer outside
Planned Parenthood. 
ANNUAL POTATO DROP.Nov. 2, 7:30am until gone.
Glenwood Park United Methodist, 10000 E 23rd St.,
Indep., MO 64052. Free potatoes, limit of 2 bags per
household. 816-254-5116.
FREE HEALTH SCREENINGS. Nov. 2, 9am-12pm. Glen-
wood Park United Methodist, 10000 E 23rd St., Indep., MO
64052. Blood pressure, glucose, cholesterol, BMI. Screen-
ings held 1st Saturday of every month. 816-254-5116.
MOTHER’S REFUGE BENEFIT – TASTE OF COMPAS-
SION.Nov. 2, 5-8pm. Truman Memorial Hall, 416 W.
Maple, Indep., MO 64050. Tickets $25. 816-353-8070.
BOUNTIFUL BLESSINGS GIFT & CRAF SHOW.Nov. 2,
9am-3pm. Bethany Lutheran Gym, 9101 Lamar, OPKS.
Free admission. From handcrafted items such as orna-

ments, woodcraft and crotchet, to unique gift products
like handbags, jewelry and beauty items, you will be sure
to find that special Christmas gift, 50+ vendors. Booth
rental and concession profits support the 8th grade serv-
ice & education class trips. 913-302-4987.
ORPHAN SUNDAY –NOV. 3. A time to call attention to
the tremendous need for adoptive families. Every child
deserves a forever family. And you can help. Join us on
Orphan Sunday by going to our website to access free re-
sources. www.dcf.ks.gov
AARON’S HOUSE MATERNITY HOME, “ABUNDANT
LIFE” FUNDRAISING BANQUET. Nov. 3, 3-5pm. Har-
risonville Church of the Nazarene, 2305 E. South Street,
Harrisonville, MO. Free to attend, MUST RSVP by sending
an email to events@aaronshouse.org 816-738-1602.
COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING SERVICE. Nov. 3, 6pm.
Faith United Methodist Church, 1950 SW Eagles Pkwy.,
Grain Valley, MO 64029. 816-847-0008.
FIRST RED KETTLE LUNCHEON.Nov. 5, 11:30am. Hilton
Garden Inn, 19677 E. Jackson Dr., Indep., MO. The lunch
will feature the nationally recognized comedy duo “Bean
and Bailey” and KCMO 94.9 FM radio personality dick Wil-
son will emcee. The lunch kicks off The Salvation Army’s
Red Kettle Campaign to benefit The Salvation Army Cross-
roads Shelter. Tickets are $25 each. 816-252-3200.
CHRISTIAN FAMILY SERVICES ANNUAL BENEFIT DIN-
NER.Nov. 7, 6:30-8:30 p.m. The Ritz Charles, 9000 W.
137th St., Overland Park KS. RSVP to Shelley@cfskc.org or
913-383-3337; www.cfskc.org.
OPEN HOUSE.Nov. 8, 9am-2pm. Advice & Aid Pregnancy
Centers, Inc., 11644 West 75th St., Fenton Professional
Plaza, Suite 4D, Shawnee, KS 66214. A ribbon cutting and
a blessing from Archbishop Joseph Naumann followed by
tours until 2pm. 913-962-0200.
HOLIDAY BAZAAR.  Nov. 9, 9a.m. – 4 p.m.  Northland
Cathedral, 101 NW 99th St., KCMO.  90 + vendors.  Con-
cessions.  816-455-2555.

HOLIDAY MARKET. Nov. 9, 9am-3pm. Holmeswood Bap-
tist Church, 9700 Holmes Road, KCMO 64131. Spon. by the
Holmeswood Youth Group. Holmeswood will be filled with
crafters, artisans, and specialty vendors offering a wide
assortment of holiday items for your pre-holiday shop-
ping. Homemade cinnamon rolls will be offered in the
morning, and wonderful soups and more during the lunch
hour. While you are shopping, enjoy handbell choirs and
our Community Chorus. 816-942-1729.
LOVE’S OUTREACH FOOD DISTRIBUTION. Nov. 9,
11am-12:30pm. Church on the Rock Outreach Center, 1700
SW Market St., Lee’s Summit, MO. Free food for families in
need. Valid ID and proof of residency required to partici-
pate. 816-246-7625.
FAMILY FALL FUN FEST. Nov. 10, 3-6pm. Faith United
Methodist Church, 1950 SW Eagles Pkwy., Grain Valley,
MO 64029. 816-847-0008.
HEART OF AMERICA MINISTRY WOMEN APPRECIA-
TION DINNER.Nov. 14, fellowship at 5pm, dinner at 6pm.

Colonial Presbyterian Church, 9500 Wornall, KCMO. $15.
Music by Ethel Page, dance presented by “Graceful” &
worship with Daniel Brymer. 913-642-2919.

HOLIDAY SHOPPING EXPO.Nov. 15, 4-8pm & Nov. 16,
10am-5pm. Lee’s Summit First Assembly, 425 SW Oldham
Pkwy., Lee’s Summit, MO. Free Admission. Over 40 spe-
cialty vendors offering a wide assortment of items for
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your pre-holiday shopping. Coach’s Kettle & Gourmet Con-
cessions will offer kettle corn, BBQ sandwiches, and more.
816-524-0181.
TURKEY DINNER.Nov. 16, 5-6:30pm. Glenwood Park
United Methodist, 10000 E 23rd. St., Indep., MO 64052.
Turkey, dressing, mashed potatoes, gravy, salad, veg-
etable, dessert & drink for only $8. Spon. by Men’s Min-
istry. 816-254-5116.
GOD, CHOCOLATE & SCRAPBOOKING.Nov. 16, 6:30pm.
Roanoke Baptist Church, 3950 Wyoming St., KCMO. 816-
929-4989.
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD COLLECTION. Nov. 18-
25. Mill Creek Community Church, McCoy Campus, 8151
McCoy, Shawnee, KS 66227. 913-441-4444.
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD NATIONAL CLLEC-
TION WEEK.Nov. 18-25. Samaritanspurse.org or 913-8
THANKSGIVING EVE SERVICE.  Nov. 27, 7 – 8 p.m.
Northland Cathedral, 101 NW 99th St., KCMO.  Commun-
ion Served.  816-455-2555.
NATIONAL ADOPTION DAY –NOV. 23. This annual, one-
day event has made the dreams of thousands of children 
come true by working with policymakers, practitioners
and advocates to finalize adoptions and create and cele-
brate adoptive families. This year the National Adoption
Day Coalition expects 4,500 children in foster care to be
adopted. 
I AM LOVED.Nov. 23, 7pm. Deerbrook Covenant Church,
200 NE Tudor Rd., Lee’s Summit, MO. Benefit concert for
Aryana Taylor featuring live entertainment by: 9th Hour,
Maywood Band, Don’t Know Dorothy & Sarah Valle. Raffle
tickets and fundraisers for sale, plus a FREE poster (while
supplies last) & FREE tickets for door prizes.
aryanagogo.jimdo.com
LOVE’S OUTREACH COMMUNITY FOOD DISTRIBU-
TION IN PLEASANT HILL.Nov. 23, 9am-10am. Cass Co.
Fairgrounds, 308 W. Commercial, Pleasant Hill, MO. Free
food for families in need. Valid ID & proof of residency re-
quired to participate. Free and open to the public. 816-
246-7625.
THANKSGIVING OUTREACH 2013.Nov. 24, 9am or
10:30am. Church on the Rock Outreach Center, 1700 SW
Market St., Lee’s Summit, MO. Free Thanksgiving Dinner
food box (complete with turkey) for families in need.
Reservations required. Limited quantities. Attendance
during one of the services necessary to pick up food box.
816-246-7625.

THANKSGIVING DINNER.Nov. 24, 12pm. Roanoke Bap-
tist Church, 6950 Wyoming St., KCMO 64111. All are in-
vited to attend. 816-561-4392.
JOURNEY TO JUDEA.Dec. 5, 6-9pm; Dec. 6, 5-9pm; Dec.
7, 4-9pm; Dec. 8, 4-9pm. Countryside Baptist Church,
14150 W 175th St., Olathe, KS 66062. Through a guided
tour, experience the sights and sounds of God’s story of
redemption up close and personal. Over one hundred cos-
tumed actors and live animals bring the presentation to
life, including a new stop in 2013. It’s great for families,
and as a tool to share the good news with neighbors and
friends. Free, tickets must be reserved online in advance.
www.journeyto Judea.com. 913-592-3270.
OUTSIDER CHRISTMAS.Dec. 7, 5:30pm. Open Range
Fellowship (Ransomed Heart Ranch), 204 E. Casey Rd.,
Lone Jack, MO. Live nativity scene and a unique 1800
western Christmas drama. 816-697-2002.
MORGAN FAMILY CHRISTMAS. Dec. 13, 6pm. Country
Meadows Baptist Church, 4901 Lee’s Summit Rd., Indep.,
MO. 816-373-6445.
“AWAY WITH THE MANGER.”Dec. 15, 10am & 6pm.
Blue Springs Assembly of God, 2501 NE Duncan Rd., Blue
Springs, MO. This is a politically correct Christmas musical
about the religious and non-religious rhetoric that takes
places between the town leading atheist and foremost
pastor. Presented with a live orchestra, this drama reveals
how people can be drawn into chaos over the simplest of
items, in this case a child in a manger scene. 816-847-

0200.
MMANUEL HAS COME.  Dec. 15, 6 p.m.  Chancel choir
& orchestra.  First Baptist Church of Shawnee, 11400
Johnson Drive, Shawnee, KS  913-268-6500.
CANDLELIGHT SERVICE.  Dec. 24, 6 p.m.    First Baptist
Church of Shawnee, 11400 Johnson Drive, Shawnee, KS
Communion.  913-268-6500.
MOTHER’S REFUGE CHRISTMAS DROPOFF.Dec. 21,
10am-9pm. Mardel Bookstore, 4330 S. Bass Pro Dr.,
Indep., MO. Drop off your Christmas offering or gift for
homeless, young moms and babies. 816-353-8070.
CANDLE LIGHT SERVICE AND LORD’S SUPPER.Dec.
24, 10pm. Red Bridge Baptist Church, 4901 E. Red Bridge
Rd., KCMO. 816-761-1194.
41ST ANNIVERSARY OF ROE VS WADE RALLY. Jan. 22.
South Capitol Steps, Topeka, KS. 913-642-LIFE (5433).
41ST ANNUAL NATIONAL MARCH FOR LIFE. Jan. 22.
Washington, DC. Join us and thousands of others from
across the nation for this huge pro-life gathering in the
nation’s capital. www.nrlc.org. 
2014 MISSOURI LIFE CARAVAN BUS INFORMATION.
Jan. 21-23. Buses departing at various locations across
Missouri. All registration forms and payments MUST be
received by Jan. 5. The bus fare for each passenger is
$130. After Dec. 27 there will be a $15 late fee added to
the original price. lifecaravan@missourilife.org Missouri
Contacts: St. Louis – Missouri Right to Life, Easter Region
314-434-4900; Jefferson City – Missouri Right to Life State
Office 573-635-5110. 

FINE ARTS
IMPRESSIONIST FRANCE: VISIONS OF NATION LE
GRAY TO MONET. Through Feb. 9. The Nelson-Atkins Mu-
seum of Art, 4525 Oak St., KCMO 64111. Experience the
pleasure and excitement of traveling through mid-19th
century France; from Paris to the countryside, the top of
Mont Blanc to the Mediterranean. Featuring 125 key paint-
ings and photographs from thirty-six major museums.
816-751-1321.
“CHRISTMAS BANANAS.” Nov. 4-6. Martin City Melo-
drama, Metcalf Shopping Center, 9601 Metcalf, OPKS. Fea-
turing 45 handicapable performers ranging in age from
20-60. These talented performers entertain with holiday
song, dance, comedy, and a brand new accessible Scrooge
in A Christmas Carol. Tickets $2.99 each. 913-642-7576.
TARZAN.Nov. 7, 10am (School Day) & 7pm (Family Day);

Nov. 8, 7pm; Nov. 9, 2pm & 7pm; Nov. 10, 1pm & 4pm; Nov.
14, 7pm (Family Day); Nov. 15, 10am (School Day) & 7pm;
Nov. 16, 2pm & 7pm; Nov. 17, 2pm. Bell Cultural Events
Center, MidAmerica Nazarene, 2030 East College Way,
Olathe, KS 66062. Presented by CYT. www.cytkc.org

“DROOD.”Nov. 8-24. The Barn Players, 6219 Martway,
Mission, KS 66202. At each performance the audience se-
lects the villain and that means a different ending for
nearly every performance. $18. 1-800-838-3006.
LES MISERABLES.Nov. 9, 14, 16, 21 & 23, 7:30pm; Nov.

LES MISERABLES AT WHITE THEATER, JEWISH
COMMUNITY CENTER, OVERLAND PARK, KS

Looking for the 
PERFECT PLACE to host your

next BIG Gathering?

Showing 
Hollywood Blockbusters AND

Today’s Best Inspirational Films!



10, 17 & 24, 2pm. White Theatre, The Jewish Community
Center, 5801 W. 115th St., OPKS 66211. Tickets: $11-$22 Dis-
cover a nation in the grip of revolution, where convict
Jean Valjean is on the run. Rated PG.
http://www.jcckc.org/lesmis 913-327-8054
SIRENA HUANG, VIOLNIST IN RECITAL.Nov. 10, 3pm.
Folly Theater, 300 W 12th St., KCMO 64105. This Discovery
Concert is free to the public. “Print at home” online tickets
are available now (limit four per household). Spon. by
Harriman-Jewell Series. 
A CHRISTMAS CAROL.Nov. 22 – Dec. 26. Spencer The-
atre, 4949 Cherry St., KCMO 64111. Kansas City’s favorite
holiday tradition returns for a 33rd season. 816-236-2700.
“RUDOLPH THE RECYCLED REINDEER.”Nov. 22
through Jan. 1. Martin City melodrama, Metcalf South
Shopping Center, 9601 Metcalf, OPKS. $10.99 to $13.99.
913-642-7576.
THANKSGIVING WEEKEND IMPRESSIONIST FRANCE.
Nov. 29, 5-9pm. The Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art, 4525
Oak St., KCMO 64111. Travel with us and discover the cul-
ture, history and landscapes of mid-19th century France
with a family friendly French Cabaret. Stroll through the
scenic south lawn at the ninth annual promenade illumi-
nee (luminary walk). Enjoy fireside cocoa and concoctions
for the whole family. 816-751-1321.
PAUL MESNER PUPPETS PRESENTS HERSHEL AND
THE HANUKKAH GOBLINS.Nov. 29 at 11:00am, Novem-
ber 30 at 6:00pm, December 1 at 2:00pm, December 2 at
10:00am, December 3 at 10:00am. White Theatre, JCC,
5801 W. 115th, Overland Park, KS 66211. Tickets: $9-$15.
What are the poor villagers to do? The holiday-hating, hill-
dwelling hobgoblins are determined to ruin yet another
Hanukkah for them. Join us for this fabulously creative
adaptation of the ancient Hanukkah story in which the
Syrians forbade the Jews to worship as they wanted.
Rated G http://www.jcckc.org/paulmesner. 913-327-8054
“SILLY STUFF.” Nov. 29 & 30, 11am & 2pm. Puppetry Arts
Institute, 11025 E Winner Rd., Indep., MO 64052. $5 per
person, includes seeing the museum. 816-833-9777.
THE MYSTERY OF CHRISTMAS.Dec. 6, 9:30am &
6:30pm, Dec. 8, 2pm & 7pm. Liberty Performing Afts The-
atre, 1600 S. Withers Rd., Liberty, MO.

FAMILY OUTINGS
BIG CREEK COUNTRY SHOW.  Downtown,  110 Veter-
ans Parkway, Pleasant Hill, MO.  816-524-6856.  Nov. 2nd
- From Independence, BOBBY SIMKINS, from Blue
Springs, JAMIE MALONE, from Odessa, MATT RYAN, and
first timer CASEY SCHRADER.  Nov. 9th- From Shawnee,
KS, DANNY CONTRERAS, from Gladstone, ANGIE BETTIS
LARSON, From Mulberry, BILL WHITE, plus Pleasant
Hills, DAVID TAYLOR.  Nov. 16th - From Warrensburg,
PAUL ASHER, from Shawnee, Ks., MAGGIE MARX, from
Adrian, JOE AND JOEY PATTERSON, plus all the Regular
Players.  Nov. 23rd - Thanksgiving Show with Webb
Cities, DUKE MASON, Buckner’s SHIRLEY SMITH, and
Pleasant Hill’s Bass Singing DAVID TAYLOR.  Nov. 30th -
From Lee’s Summit, Piano Playing/Singing REX PETER-
SON, from Blue Springs, Multi-talented MALENA ROSE,
Plus Grain Valley’s LARRY SMITH
FRED HARVEY: THE MAN, THE BRAND, AND THE
AMERICAN WEST. Through Jan. 4. Concourse Gallery,
400 W Pershing Rd., KCMO. 866-272-6272. 
REAL PIRATES. Through Jan. 5, Sunday 11am-5pm; Mon.-
Thu. 9:30am-5pm; Fri.-Sat. 9:30am-7pm. Union Station,
30 W Pershing Rd., KCMO. 816-460-2020.
THE GREAT PUMPKIN SMASH.Nov. 2. KC Zoo, 6800
Zoo Drive, KCMO. Halloween is over but our animals are
still celebrating! Watch as the Zoo’s animals crush, play,
kick, and bounce those big orange pumpkins! 816-513-
5800.
MOST WONDERFUL TIME OF THE YEAR PARADE.
Nov. 2, 2013, 10:00 A.M. Branson Landing, Branson, MO.
Dedicated to Andy Williams. Over 100 Branson entertain-
ers, floats, marching band and Santa & Mrs. Claus will
welcome the Christmas Holiday Season. 417-243-2137
STAR SPANGLED EVENING WITH GOVERNOR MIKE
HUCKABEE.Nov. 2, 6pm, Ottawa Municipal Auditorium.
Doors open 5:00pm. Live Music Performance: Nashville

Christian Recording Artists Evidence of Journey Perform-
ing with The About Grace Band at 6:00pm. Reserved Tick-
ets Available at Ottawa Municipal Auditorium Box Office
Noon – 6pm Monday thru Friday, 301 S. Hickory, Ottawa.
www.ottawamunicipalauditorium.com or
www.ticketfly.com. Sponsored by the Franklin County Re-
publican Central Committee. In cooperation with the Ot-
tawa Municipal Auditorium.
TALKIN’ TRUMAN: THE ATTEMPTED ASSASSINATION
OF PRESIDENT TRUMAN.Nov. 9, 11am. Harry S. Truman
Library and Museum, 500 W Hwy. 24, Indep., MO 64050.
We invite you to hear archivist Randy Sowell discuss this
violent episode, which could be seen as a harbinger of
modern-day political terrorism. 816-268-8200.
WESTON HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE.Nov. 9, 4-8pm. Down-
town Main Street, Weston, MO 64098. Father Christmas
makes his first appearance. Children’s Parade, live enter-
tainment, concessions, Mayor’s Christmas Tree Lighting,
caroling and more! 816-640-2909.

LIGHTING OF THE QUAD.Nov. 21, 7 p.m. William Jewell
College Quad, Liberty, MO. 816-415-5223.
31ST ANNUAL BEST LITTLE ART AND CRAFTS SHOW.
Nov. 22, 10am-7pm & Nov. 23, 10am-6pm. Roger T. Ser-
mon Community Center, 201 North Dodgion, Indep., MO,
Southeast corner at Truman & Noland Roads. 4 floors
with 120 booths all with original works of arts and crafts.
816-325-7370.
CHRISTMAS CAMPAIGN AT CITY LIGHTS.Nov. 22, 6pm.
Barney Allis Plaza, Downtown, KCMO. 15 minute music
and light show on the side of the Downtown Marriott
Hotel. Complimentary Christmas cookies, hot chocolate
and coffee will be served beginning at 5pm and Santa
Claus will make a special appearance!
www.salarmymokan.org 816-968-0373.
THE 84TH ANNUAL KCP&L PLAZA LIGHTING CERE-
MONY.Nov. 28, 5-8pm; 6:50pm flip of the switch, fol-
lowed by fireworks. Main stage at Nichols Road &
Pennsylvania, by Brio Tuscan Grille. 
CANDLELIGHT CHRISTMAS 1922.Nov. 29, 6-9pm. 1855
Harris-Kearney House, 4000 Baltimore, KCMO.  This fam-
ily-friendly event will include a tour of the gaily decorated
mansion by candlelight, a visit with Julia Kearney Wornall,
Joan Crawford, Walt Disney, and other friends. Make a
Christmas decoration, enjoy period games, and much
more. $8/adult, $5/student. Children under 5 free. 816-
561-1821.
MAYOR’S CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTING CEREMONY.
Nov. 29, 5:30pm. Crown Center, 2450 Grand Blvd., KCMO
64108. The 100-foot-tall Mayor’s Christmas Tree, one of
the nation’s tallest, is the centerpiece for an illuminating
holiday celebration – the tree is a symbol of the Mayor’s
Christmas Tree Fund. Free. 816-274-8444.
“A VERY FIFTIES CHRISTMAS.”Nov. 30 – Jan. 4, 1-4pm,
Mon.-Fri.; 10am-4pm, Sat. Johnson County Museum of
History, 6305 Lackman Rd., Shawnee, KS 66217. A 1950s
All-Electric House is decorated for the holidays! Rock
around our aluminum Christmas tree on the guided tour

and celebrate the holidays 1950s-style! 913-715-2550.
SANTA CLAUS EXPRESS.Dec. 7 – 8, 14 – 15, 9 a.m., 11
a.m. 2 p.m. 4 p.m. Santa Fe Depot, 1515 High Street, Blad-
win City, KS. Hot cocoa & cookies. 913-721-1211. 

MONTHLY MEETINGS
Visit www.metrovoicenews.com for complete
listing of area monthly meetings.
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Christian independent movie, "I'm In
Love With A Church Girl," looks to be
quite a hit after a strong opening weekend
in select theaters in late October.
It is currently the No. 1 independent

movie in theaters, with Rolling Stone call-
ing the film "the biggest indie debut this
week," with showings on more than 450
screens averaging, per screen $2,300.
The movie stars Jeff "Ja Rule" Atkin,

Adrienne Bailon, Stephen Baldwin, Vin-
cent Pastore, Michael Madsen, T-Bone,
Martin Kove and TobyMac, with Steve
Race directing.
The story focuses on Ja Rule looks to

find "faith and redemption" from a past
of crime after
meeting the girl
of his dream,
Bailon, who hap-
pens to be a
church girl.
"I got a call

about the
film, I read
the script
and liked
the charac-
ter," said Ja Rule
to The Chris-

tian Post "I felt there were parallels be-
tween me and Miles life. [There's a lot of
parallels] he's going through a struggle be-
tween good and evil, he's trying to do
something positive with his life. He's look-
ing towards the light and his past keeps

bringing him back to a dark place
and I can really relate to that."
The rapper, like his charac-
ter Miles Montego, just came
out of a stint in prison.

Churches have
flocked to support
the film and are
going on
church visits
to theaters.

"'I'm in Love With A Church Girl' may
be one of a very small handful of totally
in- your face unapologetic Christian
movies that's hitting 500 screens. That's
quite unusual in the distribution process
in Hollywood. So the fact that the compa-
nies that are involved in this [such as]
Sony and Vivendi is really encouraging,"
said actor Stephen Baldwin to CP about
his goal working on the movie."I'm In
Love With A Church Girl," is rated PG and
is distributed in the United States by High
Top Releasing
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MOVIES, BOOKS, MUSIC & MORE!

Ja Rule, Toby Mac movie is top indie film
moviereview
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1900 SW 7 Hwy in Blue Springs
(1/2 miles south of 40 Hwy)  228-1711
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11904 Shawnee Mission Parkway, Shawnee, KS  
Ph. 913-962-5151.  Come see us! 

Find us online!1-888-FUN-YMCA
www.troutlodge.org

13528 State Hwy AA
Potosi, MO 63664

FALL FAMILY GETAWAYS
AT YMCA TROUT LODGE

Call or visit us online 
for more  information! 
Non-Y Members are welcome!

YMCA Trout Lodge is a year-round 
family resort and conference 
center nestled on more than 
5000 acres of beautiful forest-
covered hills and situated on a 
private 360-acre lake. It is also 
home to a working horse ranch 
and more than 40 recreational 
and high adventure activities. 
Guests can  choose between 
hotel-style lodging and family 
cabins or just come for the day.
With all of this and per person 
rates that include lodging, 
three meals a day, and most 
activities, it’s easy to see why 
Trout Lodge has been a favorite 
family destination for more than  
50 years. 

What is YMCA Trout Lodge?

Whatever the season, whatever the reason, Trout Lodge is the best 
place for memorable family vacations, reunions, retreats, and more!

Join us for:
THANKSGIVING IN THE 
OZARKS:  Nov. 27 – Dec. 1
Package Pricing Available!
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THANKSGIVING IN THE

by Justin Sarachik

film411
STARS: Adrienne Bailon, Michael
Madsen, Stephen Baldwin, Martin
Kove, Ja Rule, Galley Molina, Vincent
Pastore, Alicia Urizar, T-Bone, Toby
McKeehan, Elizabeth, Michael
Rivera, Tara Radcliffe
Rating: PG

i moreinformation

For more information on the
movie visit:

www.iminlovewitha
churchgirl.com

Ja Rule: Hillsong NYC Helped Me Accept God

“I'm in Love
With a
Church Girl"
stars Ja Rule

and Adrienne
Bailon.

by Jeff Schapiro

Hip-hop artist and actor Ja Rule said
in a recent interview with HuffPost Live
that Hillsong Church NYC's "come as
you are" atmosphere helped him wel-
come God into his life.
The rapper, whose real name is Jeffrey

Atkins, spoke with Marc Lamont Hill
about his experience touring churches
to promote his new movie, "I'm In Love
With A Church Girl." He was regularly
asked during the tour if he was saved or
if starring in the film impacted him spir-
itually, he shared,
and he would re-
spond by saying he
loved God and be-
lieved in Him, but
was taking his faith
slowly.
"But what I was really saying is: 'I

don't feel like I'm a part of this yet. I
don't feel welcome,'" he said.
He didn't feel welcome, that is, until

he stepped foot into Hillsong Church
NYC. Ja Rule was impressed by the
megachurch's meeting location – the
Irving Plaza concert venue – as well as
the "eclectic" group of people that gath-
ers there for worship.
He was also moved by the sermon de-

livered by Carl Lentz, the tattooed senior
pastor of Hillsong NYC.
"I felt comfortable," said Ja Rule. "I felt

like he was really speaking to me. And
that moved me to say, 'You know what?
Now I get it. I can accept God into my
life.'"

  Ja Rule, who says his strict Jehovah's
Witness upbringing put a "black eye" on
religion for him, also says he realized
Lentz wasn't asking him to immediately
put out a gospel music album. The rap-
per is taking "baby steps" in his faith, he
said, and he is doing so at his own pace.
"I'm not saying I'm perfect, not saying

I'm going to change tomorrow, but I'm
making that step and they're accepting
me as I am," he said.
The rapper isn't the only celebrity

who has been drawn to Hillsong NYC,
which opened in October 2010 and is

the first U.S. congre-
gation started by
Australia's Hillsong
Church. Pop sensa-
tion Justin Bieber, ac-
tress and singer
Vanessa Hudgens

and New York Knicks center Tyson
Chandler are among those who have
been spotted at the church.
Ja Rule served jail time for attempted

criminal possession of a weapon and tax
evasion. The gun possession sentence
was the result of an incident in which
police discovered a loaded semi-auto-
matic handgun in the rapper's car back
in 2007. He served the two sentences
concurrently.
In his new film the rapper plays a for-

mer drug trafficker who becomes at-
tracted to a "church girl." 
His character's questionable past,

however, quickly becomes an obstacle
that tests the pair's relationship and their
faith.

... I'm making that step,
and they're accepting

me as I am.



Grammy-award winning alt-rockers
Switchfoot will be releasing their debute
film, Fading West, Dec. 10. Their album of
the same name is slated to be released in
January, but their first single has already
garnered some hype. 
“Love Alone Is Worth The Fight” has

gotten unprecedented support in the last
few weeks, according to Billboard Chris-
tian Hot AC/CHR. Billboard has reported

that every affiliated station has played the
single in its debut week; this is the first
time this has happened in the history of
the chart, launched in 2006. The song is
likewise the highest recorded debut posi-
tion, at No, 34, on the National Christian
Audience (NCA) chart. For more infor-
mation on Switchfoot’s albums, Fading
West movie, and the latest tour updates,
please visit www.switchfoot.com.
Multi-platinum and award-winning

a r t i s t
Michael W.
Smith has
announced a
Chr is tmas
tour this
wintry sea-
son. Contin-
uing his

holiday tradition, Smith will be perform-
ing with the Dallas Symphony Orchestra
for two nights, Dec. 9 and 10. Angie Miller,
an American Idol finalist, will be perform-
ing on the tour as well. Third Day has also
announced they will be on tour with
Smith on the Dec 5, 6 and 7 dates (Fargo,
ND, Sioux Falls, SD, St. Paul, MN, respec-
tively).
"I am incredibly honored to be on this

tour with him no,” Miller said, noting that
she sang his songs in church growing up.

Michael W. Smith, his band, and Angie
Miller, will be performing in Salina, KS, at
the Stiefel Theatre, on December 13th.
Please visit MichaelWSmith.com for more
information.  
Another multi-award winner, Steven

Curtis Chapman, recently stopped in
Kansas City with the “The Glorious Un-
folding Tour”. The album of the same
name has gotten quite a few prodigious re-
views recently, garnering praise from USA
Today, Billboard, Jesus Freak Hideout and
Christian Music Zine to name a few. 
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musicscene

D.C.
Jeanes
Metro Voice
Music critic

Holidays offer lots for music lovers



Show me how to love the unlovable�
Show me how to reach the unreachable�
Help me now do the impossible�
Forgiveness

  That’s the chorus to Matthew West’s
aptly named song “Forgiveness”, and those
four lines of music are perhaps the best
way to summarize his new writing project,
Forgiveness: Overcoming the Impossible.
For years, West had made it his mission to
collect stories of God’s power from Chris-
tians all across the world. After receiving
over twenty thousand stories from people
throughout the United States and several

countries, West began to see a common
theme emerging from each of these letters:
forgiveness. Part devotional, part testimo-
nial, Forgiveness spotlights a few of these
personal stories to remind Christians of
the freedom we have in Christ. It’s easy to
see West has poured a great deal of per-
sonal thought into this book, but how
does the completed project hold up?        
  The book’s formula is pretty simple.

Each chapter begins with a story, then

West follows up with some of his own re-
flections and personal commentary. With
eighteen stories in all, you might think the
theme of forgiveness would run stale after
a few chapters, but each testimony is
unique and offers different perspectives
for readers to take in. 
In one section, a woman recounts her

journey to forgive the drunk driver that
killed her daughter. 
In another, a man talks about the for-

giveness he received after his affair almost
destroyed a marriage.
  In the end, it’s very hard to be critical

of Matthew West’s literary endeavor. With
such a simple outline, the book accom-
plishes its goal without overcomplicating
things. The only potential issue readers
may have with the book is its pacing. For-
giveness was designed to be read in short
increments, and speed-readers will find
the chapters running together if they’re
not careful. As for the message, it will res-
onate load and clear with anyone who
picks up the book.
  The moment we choose to forgive is

the moment we are set free.
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BEACON BIBLE & 
BOOK STORE
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Friendly, helpful service on Belton’s

Historic Downtown Main Street!

CALL US ABOUT OUR NEWEST SHIPMENTS!  816-795-7212
18921 E. Valley View Pkwy (Near COSTCO) Independence, MO

Open: Monday thru Saturday, 10am to 6pm!

Fall Into Savings!

Looking for a 
Discount Christian

Book Store?
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Wholesale Outlet!
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Matthew West is finding freedom in ‘Forgiveness’
by Glenn McCarty
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Forgiveness was designed to be read in short
increments, and speed-readers will find the chapters

running together if they’re not careful. 



A SuperBowl in
KC’s future?
“Defense Wins Championships”,

and right now, there is no better de-
fense in the NFL than the Kansas City
Chiefs. 
    The Chiefs lead the league in take-

aways, return TDs, and fewest points
given up. That combined with even a
“pedestrian” offense will lead to vic-
tory most of the time. 
No doubt Defensive Coordinator

Bob Sutton is to thank for this turn
around from an under -
achieving 2012 team. In-
dividually the talent was
there last year. Either the
coaching wasn’t there, or,
the team gave up on GM
Scott Pioli and just went
through the motions in
hopes CEO Clark Hunt
would fire him, which
worked. 
Sure, the Chiefs ac-

quired some new veteran
talent which is paying div-
idends and everyone has a
year more experience, but most no-
tably it is the attitude of the players
that has changed the most and lead to
the on the field performance. It is
“Good Times” at One Arrowhead
Drive. The team is “buying in” to
Andy Reid and his coaching staff. GM
John Dorsey has been diligent in ac-
quiring free agent talent. The players
are taking to being “coached up” and
are willing to personally sacrifice their
stats for the whole good of the team.
this is a T-E-A-M and there is no “I”
in it. 
It is likely that the Chiefs will be 9-

0 when they meet the Broncos in
Denver come mid-November. It is
likely that the Chiefs will be no worse
than a playoff team, and likely the top

“wild card” team if they
don’t win the division. The
Chiefs current pace is to be
the best defense ever in the
NFL in a single season,
putting them there with
the ’85 Bears and  2000
Ravens. This is a champi-
onship-caliber defense,
just ask the teams that they
have played already and
the people in the know.
Should the Chiefs offense
improve as the season pro-

gresses, there is no reason not to be-
lieve that this team is a serious Super
Bowl contender. 
Can the Chiefs go undefeated ?  I

don’t think so, as Denver is likely to
win at least one game, and San Diego
could pose a problem. Unless some-
thing  really changes, the Chiefs
should be able to get to 13-3, perhaps
better. The division could come down
to tie-breakers and maybe points.
Let’s just say the Chiefs and Broncos
have a very good chance of seeing
each other in the playoffs for a third
match up this year. 

Years of Yost
The Royals have re-signed Manager

Ned Yost for a few more years. This

was pretty much expected, and not
the worst move either, after a very
solid season wins and losses. This
brings continuity into next year. 
The Royals have freed up some $20

million in salaries as former OF Jeff
Franceour ( $7 million - released ) has
come off the books as well as SP Ervin
Santana  ( $13 Million - now a free
agent ).   
The Royals do face a number of

players who have salary arbitration
coming up; i.e. they will increase pay
to most of them. Even at that, plus
revenue sharing, the Royals could
make a nice splash in a weak free
agent pool. The Royals could also
make another splash in off season
trades. 
Here is a list of free agents the Roy-

als should consider:  2B/Util  Ben Zo-
brist,  OF  Hunter Pence, OF
Shin-Soo Choo, and starting pitchers
- Matt Garza, Ervin Santana, Jorge De
La Rosa, Ricky, Nolasco, and Ubaldo
Jimenez. 
As for trades, here is a list of players

the Royals should offer:  DH  Billy
Butler, relief pitchers - Aaron Crow
and Tim Collins. 
I am willing to give 3B Mike Mous-

takas one more year provided he
agrees to receive instruction and ac-

tually shows quick improvement in
plate discipline. 
However, if he continues to be a

prima donna, he can go to Omaha for
the next 10 years and finish his career
there
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As former KC Royals slugger and now
spring training hitting Instructor Willie
Mays Aikens sat next to me at a recent
charity event with the book
“Safe At Home-Willie Mays
Aikens”. He told folks that the
book is his story: the good,
the bad and the ugly. Willie
has certainly seen all of that.
From literally dirt-poor be-
ginnings in what he describes
as a “shack” in South Car-
olina, he watched his mother
be a domestic violence vic-
tim. His only solace was
sports – from baseball and
football in his younger years, to football
at South Carolina State, to Major League
Baseball (with the Angels, our Royals and
the Toronto Blue Jays). During his base-

ball career, he was introduced to the drug
culture that became a daily part of his life
until his freedom was taken away in a 20

year sentence in prison. 
It was there that Willie

returned to the faith he had
also been introduced to in
his youth but had been too
busy with sports and pin-
ball to take seriously. He
rededicated his life to Jesus
Christ. God blessed him in
using former teammate
(and my childhood sports
hero) George Brett, to bring
him to his new position as a

hitting instructor in spring training with
the Royals. Willie also now speaks to
baseball players young and old, as well as
in churches and civic organizations,

about the dangers of drug use and his
faith and is featured in Jordan’s book.
  Bernie Carbo was the Cincinatti

Reds’ number one pick in the 1965 draft-
ahead of Johnny Bench, right after he
graduated from Franklin High School in
the Detroit area. He would go on to play
for the St Louis Cardinals, Boston Red
Sox, Milwaukee Brewers, Cleveland In-
dians and the Pittsburgh Pirates. I met
Bernie when he spoke at a recent lunch-
eon for the Real Life Downtown Min-

istry. He spoke about hitting against
pitchers like Tom Seaver, Bob Gibson,
Rawly Eastwick, but having been the
most intimidated by facing Nolan Ryan,
who he struck out 19 times against. He
spoke of getting kicked out of five games
over his career and the need to be nice to
umpires. 
  Bernie is well known for his game-

tying three run, pinch-hit home run in
game 6 of the 1975 World Series, as a
member of the Boston Red Sox, against
his old team, the Cincinatti Reds. It’s the
same game that Carlton Fisk hit his fa-
mous, constantly seen on sports high-
lights blast, in the twelfth inning. 
  But what really set Bernie Carbo

apart was the fact that he had started
drinking at age 16, was smoking drugs by
age 22 and later got hooked on speed and

cocaine. Bernie says out of 1,000 baseball
games he played only one sober. Unlike
Aikens, who had no father in his life,
Bernie was raised in a typical American
home, but had no real relationship with
his father, and was trying to compensate.
Former Cardinal team-mate Keith Her-
nandez named Bernie as the one who in-
troduced him to drugs in 1980. But in
1993, during a hospital stay, Bernie was
led to Christ by a pastor who was also a
patient. He also has a book, “Saving
Bernie Carbo”-co-authored with Dr
Peter Hantzls. He also now lives his life
for Jesus Christ and is a regular speaker
and runs the Diamond Club Ministry
“Telling the greatest story ever told,
through the greatest game ever played”.
You can find him at Berniecarbo.com.

Metro Voice is proud to introduce our new monthly sports section! Sports fans young and old can now look forward to monthly columns including pro-
files on present and past high school, college and pro players, coverage of recently held sports clinics, tournaments and or/fundraisers. Monthly
schedules for your favorite teams, recognition of recent notable accomplishments by various sports organizations, fantasy sports coverage, tips and
more. But most importantly, all this comes from writers and about players and teams that share their faith in the process! We hope you enjoy this new
monthly feature, and will give us your feedback along the way, so we can always strive to provide Metro Voice readers the very best faith-centered
sports coverage! 

Former Major League drug users now sharing recovery through faith

JOHN LOSH II

Chiefs and Royals showing signs of hope

TIM 
BLACO



ENROLLMENT IS NOW OPEN AT CHRIS-
TIAN ACADEMY AND COLLEGE. For a free
packet of information call 816-356-6380,
email: info@heartofamericaministires.com
or visit our web site at: http://www.hearto-

famericaministries.com/heart.php OUR
CHRISTIAN ACADEMY is a great school for
boys and girls, Pre-school through 12th
grade. We provide the most quality educa-
tion in a safe, loving Christian environment
which is conducive to learning. OUR BIBLE
COLLEGE is training Christian Workers, both
Pastors and Laymen, to serve as leaders in
the Kingdom of God both locally, nationally
and internationally. Students may partici-
pate by attend resident classes as well as
taking Correspondent/Online Courses. 
FOR SALE add: 
HELP WANTED: Local Manufacturing and
Distribution Company is looking for moti-
vated individuals to work in the South
Kansas City/Belton/Harrisonville
area.Hours: 36-48 hours weekly (12 hour
shifts: 3-4 days per week) Overtime:
weekly, All Shifts Available. Pay: up to
$11.25/hr. Call 816.380.1713 for more infor-
mation or apply at www.workatfocus.com

FOR SALE Beautiful 4-Bedroom Home FSBO -
$229,900 / 816-830-3782. 509 Fairway
Road, Belton, MO, 4 br, 3.5 baths, Family
Room with custom entertainment center,
kitchenette. $5,000 off of original asking
price by mentioning this ad. 
www.forsalebyowner.com

AARON’S GUITAR SCHOOL Learn guitar
in a Christian setting. All ages. All styles.

Acoustic or Electric. www.aarons-guitar-
school.com  913-708-2985

AVAILABLE FOR CHURCH CHILDCARE
FOR SPECIAL EVENTS OR BIBLE STUDY.
GENERAL CLEAING. References available.
Stay at home Mom. 816-322-3345 or 816-
769-8593. 
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DINING/SMOKE FREE: The Big Biscuit; 16506 East 40 Hwy. Independence, MO •
(816)478-6958 Mon.-Sat. 6:30am-2:30pm • Sun. 7:30am-2:30pm Smoke Free/Family
Friendly Every Wed. Seniors-20% OFF · Black Angus Burgers · Sandwiches · Specials · Sal-
ads · Breakfast All Day

COMPUTERS REPAIR/MAINTENANCE:Wellspring Computer Services - Gary Johnson,
owner - cell 913-205-9718; www.wellspring4you.com. Virus removal, wireless and ethernet
network setup, memory and component upgrades, operating system reinstallations, re-

mote support options available. Servicing Windows XP, Windows Vista and limited Mac
support. 

FAMILY, CRIMINAL AND PERSONAL INJURY LAW: The Kelly Law Firm, Melissa Kelly
Schroeder, representing Kansas and Missouri clients. As you turn to your faith for guid-
ance, turn to our firm for your legal needs. For honest and effective representation call
913-451-1119. See also www.thekellylawfirm.com

GUITAR LESSONS: Aaron's Guitar School. 9502 Outlook Dr., Overland Park, KS
66207www.aarons-guitar-school.com 913-708-2985

RENTAL:Accent Rentals – 205 E. 13th Ave.North Kansas City • 816-471-2522. We can help
make your special event a success. We supply canopies, tents, tables, chairs, linens, flat-
ware, china, silver, glassware, dance floors, staging, booths, backdrops and astroturf. 

business &professional

Place your classifed ad with the Metro Voice! Call today: 816.524.4522

"I love that it's law enforcement partnered with social service organi-
zations to help as a community address this chronic systemic issue," said
Julie Solomon with Wyandot Inc.
Solomon said her organization can help the homeless with job train-

ing, counseling for alcohol and substance abuse and housing.
Right now the cost to house an inmate in the Wyandotte County Jail

is $92 per day and the county spends $30,000 a month in tax dollars on
medications for their inmates.
Supporters of the HOT program said the tax dollars can be saved by

working together to solve the complex issue, and more jail time for the
homeless is not the answer.
"The goal is to be able to keep people who are safe in the community

through community-based treatment programs and not enter the jail
or criminal justice system at all," Solomon said.
"Whenever you talk to a homeless outreach team member you always

hear this, in Colorado Springs or Wichita or across the country, you can't
arrest your way out of the problem," Parisi said.
In November, HOT officers from Colorado Springs will be in Kansas

City to conduct a two-day training program. Kansas City, Mo. police are
also looking at the approach.

–From KCTV5

HOMELESS
continued from page 6

“Pray for Our
Nation”

Pick up a FREE bumper sticker 
at Beacon Bible Books in Belton or 

Tree of Life in Independence!

have received world-class medical
care before returning with their
parents to Syria.
Israeli treatment is the only

hope for many of these children to
survive their injuries. One 3-year-
old girl cried for her mother as an
unfamiliar nurse comforted her in
her hospital room, her face black-
ened by what doctors deemed was
likely an explosion from a fire-
bomb. Another girl, 13, has been
recovering for more than a month
from injuries requiring complex
surgery to her face, arm and leg.
She and her brother had gone to
their village supermarket when a
shell struck, killing her 9-year-old
sibling.
It is unclear exactly how the in-

jured Syrians are transported into
Israel or how they cross back into
Syria after treatment, other than
the fact that Israeli military person-
nel are coordinating the opera-
tions. Both doctors and patients
are careful not to reveal the identi-
ties of patients and their families to
the press, to protect their identities
upon returning to Syria.   

Defying policy for humanity
  Israel’s northern neighbor has

been a sworn enemy of Israel for
decades. Syrian youth are taught
anti-Israel propaganda at a young
age. Yet for Israelis, as Defense
Minister Moshe Ya’alon asserts, the
treatment of wounded Syrians is
done on a humanitarian basis.” Dr.
Masad Barhoum, an Arab Chris-
tian citizen of Israel and the direc-
tor general of the Western Galilee
Hospital, says he is proud of the ex-
pert treatment his staff has pro-
vided and equally proud to be a
citizen of a country that allows him
to treat every injured individual
with equal care and attention.
  Though Israel maintains a

policy of non-interference in Syria,
voluntary aid groups have been
able to help Syrian refugees in Jor-
dan and Turkey by providing them
humanitarian aid. According to
Knesset Member Ayoub Kara, Is-
rael’s medical treatment of injured
Syrians is simply an expression of
human values. “It is important for
us that when there are big prob-
lems in our neighbor states, we are
helping.”

ISRAEL/SYRIA
continued from page 1
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and landed in Freetown, Sierra Leone. 

Not in Kansas City anymore
Freetown is a city like none I’ve ever

seen before. Buildings and communities
are surrounded by large, thick cement
walls, which are likewise topped with bro-
ken glass and razor wire. The neighbor-
hoods consist mostly
of tin and wood
shanties–usually one
room holding a
family. There are no
streetlights and few
road signs. Instead,
as it was explained to
me, the biggest car in the intersection wins.
Obviously, this makes for heavy traffic and
slow going when attempting to drive any-
where. 
While stuck in traffic however, people

will walk up and down between the cars
with any number of products for sale; from
tissues to something like donuts, to dried
fish and chicken. I was also told that this is
as close to a “living” that many people
make; some, especially those with a physi-
cal handicap, simply sit begging on the

street corners.
We spent one night at a ministry build-

ing in the city before dispatching the next
morning for the island. The drive, along
unpaved pothole-ridden red clay roads,
was about five hours. We passed houses
made of mud and grass, children carrying
large containers on their heads, women
sweeping dirt floors, and men climbing
trees and harvesting in dry fields. There

were spare villages
that lined the road,
with shanty markets
and kids hocking
frozen sodas to
thirsty travelers.
We eventually

ended up at a dock,
where we then climbed aboard a small
fishing boat and chugged along the canal
for another three hours. The water was
beautiful and reminded me a little of the
lakes we have here. We did see herons and
we had an opportunity to get to know the
missionaries (who have asked to remain
anonymous) as well as the translators,
Daniel and Arthur. 

A warm greeting
When our group, which included three

other members of Pleasant Valley, our

translators (both of which are in ministry)
and a missionary couple and their daugh-
ter, landed in Mania, the chief and many of
the villagers were waiting for us. We were
met like a family that had been gone too
long. Children, wearing nothing more than
torn underpants ran up to greet us, taking
hands and smiling as we walked into the
main meeting area. The village’s Muslim
imam also came and greeted us warmly; it
was an ironic change from some of the seg-

regated (i.e. po-
litically correct)
culture we have
in parts of the
US. We were
given a building
for accommo-
dation and
food each night
- in fact quite a
bit of food for
such a small
community.

Challenged
to share
There were

numerous op-
portunities to
share the

Gospel with the people. I was constantly
impressed with Jason Rust, our group
leader. With every opportunity to talk with
someone, American or African, German or
Arabic, he found a way to share Christ with
them. I’m a bit more timid but it was in-
spirational to see him in action. In the vil-
lage he was the same way, and I was
inspired to do the same; I had a few one-
on-one talks with the chief, as well as some

of the leaders in the village. God surprised
me by what He would do through me and
it was exciting. Even the village Imam
would ask questions, some of them diffi-
cult to answer, in our regular meetings.
I’m excited about the opportunity to

spend time in Sierra Leone this past sum-
mer and hope the Lord sees fit to send me
back. 
The country is full of beauty, though

marred by brutality, and you see both on
so many faces there. However, in the dark-
est world we often see the brightest of
God’s glory and this was evident to me
while there.
Please continue to pray for the people of

this small country as they try to build up
from the ravages of war and decay. Re-
cently, I spoke with one of our mission
leaders in SL (we were able to Skype with
him), and he informed me that he has
some really great news to bring back!

AFRICA JOURNEY
continued from page 5

“Even the village Imam
would ask questions, 

some of them difficult to 
answer…”

i moreinformation
For ways to help, both 

financially (if you desire) and
prayerfully, please visit:

www.therainingseason.org
www.medicalmissions.com

pantries well stocked.
If you know of an organization that

isn’t listed here, let Metro Voice know so
we can help share their needs in our De-
cember Ministry Needs Guide. It is a free
listing of area organizations that look out
for our community’s most vulnerable cit-
izens.

Salvation Army
Get your bell-ring-

ing on! The Salvation
Army’s 2013 Red Kettle
Campaign in Kansas
City kicks off Friday,
Nov. 8 and continues
through Christmas Eve every day except
Thanksgiving Day and Sundays. This
year, volunteers will be ringing bells at
more than 250 locations in across KC.
Volunteers may choose the day, time

and location most convenient to their
schedule though a minimum two-hour
shift is required.  To volunteer to be a Sal-
vation Army bell ringer, go to
www.ringkc.com.
"Bell ringing is a great way to get into

the spirit of the Christmas season and give
back to the community," said Major
Charles Smith, divisional commander of
The Salvation Army in Kansas City. “We
have lots of families sign up each year, as
well as students needing community
service hours, and small groups looking
for service projects.”
The money collected during the Red

Kettle Campaign supports a number of
Salvation Army programs in the area in-
cluding emergency rent and utility assis-
tance, homeless services, youth and senior
programs, substance abuse services and
disaster response.
“As always, volunteers are critical to the

overall success of our Red Kettle Cam-
paign,” said Smith.  “Every cent dropped
into a Red Kettle allows us to meet the on-
going and ever-increasing demand for the
services we provide."
Anyone wishing to donate to The Sal-

vation Army by credit card may call 1-

800-SAL-ARMY or go to
www.salarmymokan.org. Checks may be
mailed to The Salvation Army, P.O. Box
412577, Kansas City, MO 64141.
The Salvation Army has also launched

its Online Red Kettle Campaign, which
allows individuals, groups and businesses
to host a “virtual red kettle” on the inter-
net and invite their family, friends and
colleagues to donate. To sign up, go to
www.onlineredkettle.org.

Kansas City Rescue Mission
Kansas City Rescue Mission (KCRM)

wants to make it easy for you to reach out
to our neighbors in need. In November,
KCRM and partnering churches will con-
tinue the tradition of providing feasts for
the homeless through their onsite nine-
day Celebration of Thanks.
KCRM is also starting a new tradition

called Give and Take. Individuals may
choose to donate to one or both of two
community outreaches and Mission vol-
unteers will take the food you provide
right to the door of someone who needs
it most.
Volunteers will deliver over 500 hot,

single-serving, turkey dinners to poverty-
stricken families, elderly and injured on
Thanksgiving Day. Three different volun-
teer units will help cook the meals, assem-
ble and deliver them throughout Kansas
City to families who need a reason to give
thanks. Don’t have time to volunteer? Do-
nate food or cash to purchase food.
Another component of the outreach

will provide 2,400 multi-meal food bas-
kets to families in need all over the city.  
“This is just too important not to con-
tinue,” said Executive Director Joe Co-
laizzi.  “Folks are counting on us.  It will
be exceptionally challenging this year, but
with the help of our generous donors and
volunteers I know we can pull it off!”
Here’s a list of items you can con-

tribute: turkeys, hams, Stove Top-type
stuffing mix, boxed instant potatoes,
packaged gravy mix, canned corn, canned
green beans, canned fruit, canned cran-
berry sauce, canned yams or sweet pota-
toes, brown sugar, 1-lb. butter in tubs or
sticks, cake mixes, canned frosting,

Bisquick, brown and serve rolls, pumpkin
and fruit pies, pre-baked, and Jello.
For more info or to volunteer contact

thanksgiving@kcrm.org or call 816-421-
7643.

Metro Lutheran Ministries
  Every year Metro Lutheran Ministry

(MLM) volunteers make Christmas pos-
sible for hundreds of area families. Work-
ing throughout the year, money is raised
through special events to purchase gifts
through corporate and individual dona-
tions.
  Through the Christmas Store, indi-

viduals give gifts to approximately 1,000
disadvantaged families brightening the
season of almost 4,000 people. The effort
to give gifts, bibles, blankets and meals is
among the largest gift giving programs in
the Kansas City area.
  Each family is pre-screened to meet

l o w - i n c om e
guidelines and is
not receiving help
from any other
Christmas store.
One hundred of
these families are
homebound and
volunteers deliver
their gifts to their
homes. The other
900 families are
served at Immanuel Lutheran Church on
Westport Road.
For information call 816-931-0027 or

info@mlmkc.org.

Care of Poor People
Each year a local organization holds a

“Survival” event. It’s not a cute name
given to outreach to catch your attention.
It really IS about survival. Care of Poor
People (COPP)  will hold its 13th Annual
Survival homelss outreach on Saturday
Nov. 30, from noon till 4pm. At Hope
Faith Ministries, 705 Virginia Ave. in
Kansas City, Mo.
C.O.P.P. Inc is a non-profit organiza-

tion that is dedicated to helping those that
are struggling in our community as well
as teaching other communities how to do

the same. Started by Richard Tripp, once
himself homeless, the organization now
uses volunteers people with the basic ne-
cessities to live. 
“The costs of living for food, gas, utili-

ties, and housing are going up while
wages and hours are being cut,” says
Tripp. “Families are breaking under the
increasing pressures resulting in single
parents trying to raise responsible chil-
dren while also having to be away from
home so many hours working to try to
meet their physical needs in a bad econ-
omy. The elderly are fearful of how to live
with incomes that don’t increase when all
of their expenses do.”
Tripp says that these ingredients are

combining together to create a growing
population of homeless individuals and
families forced to live in cars, tents, and in
underground tunnels in an attempt to
just survive.
Statistics prove Tripp right. Homeless-

ness is at record levels in the country and
there are now more adults receiving assis-
tance than working.
But while Tripp and his cadre of vol-

unteers can’t make a difference in national
policy, they can make a difference in the
lives of every day individuals who are
struggling to survive.
Each year the homeless community is

invited to be a part of Kansas City’s
biggest potluck dinner, enjoy live music
and receive life necessities to help them
make it through another harsh winter.
COPP is calling Metro Voice readers

and the community at large to encourage
their friends, family, neighbors, religious
and social groups to get involved. 
They are also accepting donations of

winter survival gear including new and
used winter clothing, blankets and shoes
for men, women and children, Personal
care items including shampoo, soap, ra-
zors, toothpaste, toothbrushes, and dia-
pers for babies. 
Donated cooked food is needed for the

pot luck dinner including hot dogs, ham,
chili, baked beans, casseroles, pies, cakes,
cookies, to name a few.
Tripp’s desperate plea is to take action.

“Please don’t look away and determine
‘it’s someone else’s problem,” he says.
“Winter is approaching quickly and
someone’s life may depend on your help.”
For info visit www.coppinc.com or call

Richard at 816-721-3291.

City Union Mission
  Each year, the City Union Mission

(CUM) works hand-in-hand with gener-
ous individuals, churches, schools and
businesses to make the season a little bit
brighter for low-income or homeless
families and men, nursing home resi-
dents, children at the Vanderberg Youth
Center, and Jackson County Jail inmates.
The Mission distributes over 36,000 new
items and about 160 food baskets during
the Christmas season.
  CUM does everything they can to

share the message of hope He delivered
through Christ’s birth with the men and
women in their care and struggling fam-
ilies and individuals in our community.
The thousands of gifts you give at Christ-
mas are an important part of this process,
which gives their staff, volunteers and
faithful donors many opportunities to
show homeless and hurting people of all
ages they’re worthy of love, acceptance
and respect.
  Gifts a Family Receives: Each house-

hold receives one household Gift. Adults
receive two gifts. Teenagers receive two
children receive three Gifts and everyone
gets three stocking stuffers each.
  The Mission needs your financial

help, gifts or time. Deliver food to City
Union Mission's Food Warehouse at
1020 E. 10th Street (10th & Troost)
Kansas City, Mo. Call 816-329-1490. 
Hours are 8am to 4pm, Monday-Friday.
  The Mission asks that all gifts be new

and unwrapped to allow staff to assign
gifts to families that are age and need ap-
propriate. You can either buy the gift
yourself or make your donation indicat-
ing what you are donating towards in the
memo/comments field. Deliver gifts to
1700 E. 8th Street between 8 am and 3:30
pm, Monday - Friday. After 3:30 and on
weekends gifts need to be taken to 1310
Wabash. 
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