
[Editor’s Note: In 2008, Metro Voice, along with sev-
eral other Christian newspapers across North America,
commissioned an investigative article exploring the faith
of Oprah Winfrey titled: “Oprah’s God. Entertainment
Mogul Raises Questions About ‘many paths’ to God”.
Because of Oprah’s public spiritual search and proclivity
for New Age gurus as guests on her TV show, we thought
it was important to learn what she believed and what
she wanted her viewers to believe. The story won awards
and received national coverage on cable television and

major publications. Now, 10 years later, in an interview
with Hillsong pastor Carl Lentz, we have an opportunity
to check in on the spiritual journey of America’s most in-
fluential personality.]
Her cultural and spiritual influence on America is

immense. As the richest self-made woman in the U.S.,
her spiritual path veering into New Age influences has
received sharp criticism from some Christians. But in
a rather deep discussion with Hillsong’s pastor in
NYC, nothing was held back as he boldly declared the
need to put Jesus first.
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RESPECT FOR LIFE

Hillsong pastor shares with Oprah

See OPRAH’S GOD page 23

Marching with hundreds of thousands of people down
the streets of Washington, D.C. is an experience Jean
Fahlstrom of Raytown will never forget. 

“I thought we could really go and say we are against this
and someone would really hear us,” Fahlstrom said.
Fahlstrom was part of a delegation from the Kansas City

See MARCH FOR LIFE page 5

Annual March for Life draws thousands from Missouri and Kansas
Stephanie Boothe | Metro Voice

Metro Voice will host its 18th Chris-
tian K-12 Education and College Expo
Saturday, March 4 at Colonial Presbyte-
rian Church from 10–2 p.m. The annual
free event is a Kansas City tradition for
families looking at all levels of education
including high school juniors and sen-
iors considering Christian college, plus
families looking for K-12 and home-
schooling options.
  The event draws families and stu-

dents from across the region seeking an-
swers to their many questions. Popular
mini-seminars include such topics as
college financial aid, a K-12 parent panel
discussion and homeschooling.
Over 40 Christian colleges from 15

states will be in attendance plus the
area’s best private K-12 schools.
This year, in addition to the March 4

expo, K-12 Open Houses will be held
the following week: Jackson County,
Northland and Johnson County.
  All events are free and open to the

public. For more information visit
metrovoicenews.com or call 816-524-
4522.

ByDwight Widaman

K-12 and College
Expo expands

with open houses
18th Annual Event on
March 4.  K-12 Open

Houses Following WeekAs the U.N. Security Council passed
a resolution condemning Israel for its
control over Judea and Samaria (West
Bank) Israel continues to quietly help
wounded Syrian women and children
from war-torn Allepo, Syria.

 “We see the tragedy, the terrible
suffering of civilians,” Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said,
after the low-key effort was publicized.

 Syria and Israel have no diplomatic
ties. For years, Syria bombarded Israeli
civilians living around the Sea of

By Dwight Widaman

Israel quietly
helps Syrians

Muslim or Christian, Israel
doesn’t ask as it saves lives 

A Syrian child in recovery whose life
was saved in Israel and then pro-
vided with a prosthetic limb. 

See SYRIANS page 2

Pastor Carl Lentz with Oprah Winfrey



The Kansas City Business Journal re-
ports that the United Methodist Church
of the Resurrection is nearing comple-
tion of its new $93 million expansion,
which includes a 3,500-seat sanctuary
building. 
The newspaper reports that the new

sanctuary has changed the Leawood
landscape, “with seven stainless steel-
clad exterior panels, or ‘sails,’ rising to a
pinnacle of 104 feet and 6 inches above
the ground below.”
Dedication of the project is scheduled

for March.
The window is part of seven steel-

clad panels that represent each day of
creation, the wholeness of life and the
seven days of Holy Week. The Journal
reports, “The multicolored expanse is
being installed above a 15-foot-tall by
103-foot wide video display that will in-
corporate 1,545 LED panels. And both
of those ribbons of light will be flanked
by dual 15-foot-wide by 60-foot-tall stainless steel panels. 

"The church's leadership hoped to
design and build a sanctuary that would
draw people to God, both by its exterior
and interior design; a space that, before

a word was spoken or a musical note
played, would convey a sense of God's
presence," Adam Hamilton, senior pas-
tor, told the Journal. 
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healthyliving

Kansas City officials have con-
firmed that NORML KC’s local mari-
juana decriminalization
initiative has enough signa-
tures to qualify for the April
ballot. City Clerk Marilyn
Sanders submitted the cer-
tificate of sufficiency in De-
cember, verifying over 1,708
valid signatures necessary to qualify
for the spring ballot. NORML KC, Na-
tional Organization for the Reform of
Marijuana Laws, is the local chapter
leading the ballot measure.

They submitted over 4,200 signa-
tures to the City Clerk’s office.
The City Council has 60 days to ap-

prove the ballot measure or offer

amendments. If the council does not
act on the proposed initiative, the

measure will continue to
the April 4 ballot. 
The decriminalization

language reduces the
penalties of marijuana
possession and parapher-
nalia. Rather than large

fines or potential jail time, possession
of 35 grams or less of marijuana will
be treated as a city ordinance viola-
tion, with a maximum fine of $25 or
community service. The proposed
change would only apply to Kansas
City’s city limits in Missouri. Both Co-
lumbia and Saint Louis have similar
decriminalization ordinances in place.

KC activists qualify marijuana 
decriminalization for April 4 ballot

Stained glass “walls” go up at Resurrection

The impressive stained glass going up at the United Church of the Res-
urrection is meant to inspire. (Photo: KC Business Journal)

CHANGE YOUR ROUTINE TO
REACH YOUR GOALS IN 2017

Every year we all make New Year reso-
lutions. We want to lose 30 pounds, eat
healthy and get to the gym eight days a
week, start that new business or change just
about every aspect of our lives. “This year
we are really going to do it!” we say. The re-
ality is that most of us fail at our resolutions
because they are unrealistic. We look at the
whole goal but not the steps it will take for
us to get there. When we set smaller goals
in order to get to the big goal, we are more
likely to stick to the resolution we set.

Take the example of losing 30 pounds.
Do you really believe that you can get to the
gym every day? Life happens and things
come up. Getting to the gym three days a
week seems more realistic to me. Start
small. On days you don’t go to the gym, take
the stairs at work, walk around the building,
switch that afternoon “pick me up” to the
morning so you have more time to work off
the calories. 

Sometimes it is easier to reach your goal
if you do it with someone else. Having an ac-
countability partner can get you to the gym
or to remind you to put down that dough-
nut. Having someone else who knows what
you are going through, because they are
right there with you, can make the goal
much more obtainable (and the journey
more fun!) 

I know I can get overwhelmed and lose
interest or momentum in trying to reach a
goal. Eighteen months ago I decided I
wanted to start a private practice. The goal
was to have an office and clients, but to
reach that goal there were so many little
things that had to happen. If I did not break
tasks down into manageable groups or
goals, I never would have accomplished my
overall goal. If the goal that week was to
build my website, I had to figure out who
would host it, what content, pictures, or text
to add and a million more issues. Even
though it actually took a month, only by
breaking down that monumental task into
more manageable pieces was I able to get
it done. 

If you fall off the wagon, don’t beat your-
self up. Pick up where you left off. Our lives
are not defined by how many times we fall.
It is defined by how many times we get back
up. By changing a few of our routines and
breaking down larger goals into smaller
steps we make obtaining our New Year’s
resolutions a reachable goal. 

– Nicole Rojas, Trinity 
Counseling. 1806 Swift,

Suite 107 North Kansas City,
Mo. 816-200-2532. 

by Nicole Rojas

Galilee until Israel took over the
Golan Heights during the 1967 Six-
Day War. 
Now Syrian children and adults, re-

gardless of their religion or which side
of the Syrian war they find themselves
trapped in, are finding help in some
of the medical facilities previously tar-
geted by Syrian mortars. Both rebels
and Syrian soldiers regularly sneak
the wounded to the Israeli border
under cover of night where Israeli
ambulances then rush them to state-
of-the art medical centers.
The Jewish State is providing the

expensive medical treatments for free
and without any financial assistance
from other nations–or the U.N.
The United States for the first time,

at the behest of President Obama,
joined the Security Council on Dec.
23 in condemnation of Israel’s control
of its historic biblical land in the so-
called “West Bank.”

SYRIANS
continued from page 1



International religious
freedom bill heads to
Obama’s desk�

WNS)--A long-awaited international reli-
gious freedom (IRF) bill is headed to President
Barack Obama’s desk after the U.S. House

gave final approval on
Dec. 13. The Frank R.
Wolf International Reli-
gious Freedom Act in-
cludes a variety of
reforms and updates to
the landmark 1998 law
that created the State

Department’s Office of International Religious
Freedom and the independent U.S. Commis-
sion on International Religious Freedom (US-
CIRF). The new bill is named after the law’s
original author, former Rep. Frank Wolf, R-Va.,
who introduced the update legislation before
retiring at the end of 2014. Rep. Chris Smith,
R-N.J., who introduced the bipartisan bill with
Rep. Anna Eshoo, D-Calif., applauded its final
passage.

Nigeria says it has rescued
hundreds of Boko Haram
captives

(WNS)--The Nigerian army on Dec. 14 said
it rescued more than 600 women and chil-
dren in a two-week crackdown on Boko
Haram’s stronghold in northeast Nigeria. The
rescue operation has not been verified. Maj.
Gen. Leo Irabor, commander of the operation,
said in a news conference the troops rescued

69 men, 180 women, 227 boys, and, 129 girls
between Dec. 7 and 14 from Sambisa forest.
The forest, in Nigeria’s Borno state, is known
widely as Boko Haram’s enclave and the lo-
cation of many of the Chibok schoolgirls kid-
napped in April 2014. The army has not said
whether any Chibok girls were among the res-
cued.

Oklahoma mandates pro-
life signs in public facilities

(WNS)--Within a year, restrooms in Okla-
homa’s motels, medical facilities, and restau-
rants may contain signs encouraging
pregnant women to carry their babies to
term. On Dec. 13, by an 8-1 vote, the Oklahoma
State Department of Health approved regu-
lations requiring all department-licensed fa-
cilities to place specially worded signs in their
public restrooms. The new rules would even
apply to Oklahoma’s abortion centers. The
regulations, set to take effect Jan. 1, 2018, are
part of requirements outlined in Oklahoma’s
Humanity of the Unborn Child Act. Both the
House and Senate passed the law by over-
whelming margins, and Gov. Mary Fallin
signed it into law June 6.
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newsbriefsMissouri jumps ahead of Kansas in high school graduation rates

U.S. Department of Education data
shows Kansas’ high school graduation
rate stands at 85.7 percent for the 2014-
2015 school year, ranking No. 20 in the
nation. 
That’s below Missouri’s rate, which

has increased to 87.8 percent in the
2014-2015 school year, putting Missouri
in the top 10 in the nation. 
That compares to the national aver-

age of 83.2 percent. Missouri overtook
Kansas in 2016.
Governor Jay Nixon (D) says Mis-

souri’s rate has increased by about seven
percent since 2010-11.
“Missouri’s top 10 in the nation grad-

uation rate is another solid indication
that the work we’ve done to support
public education is having a positive im-
pact on students and families across our
state,” says Nixon.

“Behind these numbers are thou-
sands of students
who are graduating
from high school
and going on to
pursue college de-
grees and reward-
ing careers.”
Kansas must

work with students
and families to im-
prove high school
graduation rates,
education commis-
sioner Randy Watson stated, while high-
lighting challenges the state faces,

including high turnover among super-
intendents and
principals.
“Eighty-six isn’t

good enough,”
Watson told the
Kansas State Board
of Education.
“Fourteen (per-

cent) will have a
difficult time mak-
ing it to the middle
class. They just
will.”

The state education department is
promoting a vision in which high

schools work more closely with students
and their families on developing indi-
vidual study plans that help each
teenager prepare for life after high
school.
The individual plans would take into

account each student’s interests and
goals — from joining the military to
pursuing technical careers or a four-year
college program.
This could mean helping more stu-

dents explore career interests while still
in high school, such as by connecting
them with job-related coursework and
internships. 

New facilities like the fitness center at the new $65 million Blue Valley
Southwest High School in Overland Park look impressive but raise ques-
tions as high school Kansas’ students struggle to graduate.

by Dwight Widaman

“Behind these num-
bers are thousands
of students who are 
graduating from high
school and going on
to pursue college
degrees and

rewarding careers.”

OBAMA
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Travelers on Missouri’s highways may
find themselves passing, or being passed
by driverless semi-trucks. 
The state legislature will consider next

session if the Missouri transportation
department should have the option of
launching a testing program for auto-

mated long-haul trucks to travel on
some roadways. 
Rep. Charlie Davis (R-Webb City) is

sponsoring the measure. He says so-
called platooning lets the lead semi
communicate with a truck behind it,
which allows that vehicle to follow at a
closer distance.

“The best way to describe it is like

having cruise control in one vehicle
controlling the speed and the braking in
a vehicle behind it. The purpose behind
that is primarily because of the fuel sav-
ings,” says Davis. 
“It does not get rid of anything as far

as a driver being required to be behind
the wheel. It does not get rid of the re-
quirement to have somebody actually
steering.”
“As technology continues to advance,

I think it’s important that we use the
technology for the same reason you
have automobiles nowadays that have
the advanced braking mechanisms on
them,” says Davis.
Critics say the technology would

make the state’s roadways less safe. Cit-
ing the same concern, Governor Jay
Nixon (D) vetoed Davis’s measure last
year that included platooning. The
GOP-controlled legislature joined with

Nixon and upheld Nixon’s veto on the
proposal.

Governor-elect Eric Greitens has not
stated a position on automated semis.

What did Kansans and Missourians search for more than other states?
The United States did a lot of Inter-

net searches last year. 
Across the nation, people researched

historical events, political develop-
ments, celebrity deaths, and a few pop
culture moments, but in Missouri it
was “McDonalds breakfast all day”
while in Kansas it was “LGBT”.
Using Google Trends, real estate

website Estately reviewed the biggest
searches of the year to find out which
topics states' residents were searching
for more often than residents were in
any other state.
Across the country, some of the

states were Googling some pretty
weird things: Montana learned about
Cupping therapy; Virginia was inter-
ested in the Chardonnay Go! viral
video; and Massachusetts wanted to
know about Olympian Ryan Lochte.
Other strange searches made more

sense, such as “Zika virus” in Florida

or, after a law protecting children in
North Carolina was passed ushering
searches for “transgender voting laws”
in North Carolina
See the map featuring some picks

above, and click through the following
photos to see Texas and other states'
weird searches.
But what were the most Googled

search words worldwide?
Donald Trump was the third most

searched words in the entire world.
Maybe the pollsters should have taken
note.
1. Pokémon Go
2. iPhone 7
3. Donald Trump
4. Prince
5. Powerball
6. David Bowie
7. Deadpool
8. Olympics
9. Slither
10. Suicide Squad

AUTOMATED SEMI PROPOSAL INTRODUCED IN MISSOURI LEGISLATURE

This accident on 71 Hwy in
Kansas City between a semi
with a driver and a car gives

legislators pause when
considering driverless vehicles.

by Dwight Widaman

by Metro Voice Staff
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In probably no other area of life are
Christians as counter-cultural as we are
in the area of respecting the dignity and
worth of human life. The culture in
which we live was described aptly by
Pope John Paul II as a “culture of death”.
By this he meant that our cultural
norms accept war, starvation, poverty,
lack of freedoms, abortion on demand,
capital punishment, euthanasia and
countless other affronts to human life
and dignity as normal. It is, also, very
clear that today we cannot depend upon
either law or custom to reflect the fact
that our country grew out of a Christian
worldview and set of Christian princi-
ples. These are enshrined in our Consti-
tution, Bill of Rights and other
foundational documents.  

Even though it might not be true for
long, our currency still proclaims the
original spirit that “In God We Trust”.
We stand out, however, as Christians in
a secular, anti-spiritual, materialistic and
hostile culture that would like to mar-
ginalize us and our faith as a quaint
story that once made life easier to bear.
While we do not have to undergo mar-
tyrdom in a Roman coliseum today, we
do have to suffer the cynicism, hostility
and ill-informed rantings of newspaper
and television editorials.
In the face of all of this, it is critical

that we make clear our stand for life and
freedom. We believe that all human life
is a sacred expression of the love and
creativity of God.  We believe that as
such all-human life deserves protection,
nurturance and the right to thrive.  For
us, no human life is without value or
unworthy of societal status and rever-
ence.  Beginning with the foundational
right to life, we also fight for basic rights

Anna Hoduski is a young woman
with a passion, a purpose and a plan.
Through an initiative she started, Proj-
ect If Life, the 23-year-old is running
3,000 miles across the United States to
bring awareness to the
pro-life movement and
spark conversations about
abortion.  Her journey
took the Kansas native
across the Sunflower State
and now she finds herself
in the west nearing her
goal.
“I want to bring atten-

tion to the movement, but
there is often no open
door to talk with people
about it,” Anna explained.
“But if you are doing a run
of some kind, people will
ask you 'why are you doing it?' and that
gives you an open door.” 
Her interest in the pro-life movement

began as a child and continued into col-
lege. 
“I became passionate about the pro-

life movement in fifth grade when my

teacher taught me that life begins at
conception,” she explained. “I've always
been passionate about it, but I had no
idea how to get plugged in to help. As a
sophomore in college, I felt led by God

to do a run across the U.S.
I like running and I did a
half marathon as a junior.
I ended up deciding to
wait until I graduated col-
lege before doing it and we
spent the next two years
planning it out.” 
Anna started her run on

July 23, 2016, with no
money, no vehicle and a
small team to go with her,
including her brother
Nicholas (who works as a
co-runner and trainer),
her sister Sarah-Marie Ho-

duski as their web manager and her
friend Megan Maier as project manager. 
They have covered 800 miles so far,

starting at the Kansas/Missouri border
(where Anna and her family are from)
and heading to Los Angeles. 
Anna runs 15 miles a day at least,

then takes note of where she stops once
they are done for the day. 
The next morning, she starts at the

exact same spot and continues her trek.
Thursdays and Sundays are used to rest
and speak at churches. She also does
speaking engagements at schools and
other organizations throughout the
week. Once they arrive in Los Angeles,
they'll take a break for a couple weeks
and start back in Kansas City, heading
to Washington, D.C. 
Anna's favorite part in doing her run

so far has been seeing people helping
out in their community. “When I'm
done speaking, I see people realize how
big a deal it [abortion] is and how it
needs to change,” she said. “But I don't
leave them helpless, I work to put the
hope back in their heart. People will get
excited and want to get involved, but

they don't know how to turn their pas-
sion into action. That's where they can
help at pregnancy centers, whether
through donations or even as being
client advocates.” 
One goal is to encourage people to

connect with their local pregnancy cen-
ters. “They are the boots on the ground,
day in and day out fighting for kids and
their families,” she said. 
“They see the decisions that parents

make about their babies every day. To
help them is the most effective, practical
way to get involved [with the pro-life
movement].”  
But what Anna really wants to leave

people with as she runs on from city to
city is that it is so easy to get involved,
not only in the pro-life movement but
in helping new families. 
“...if you just save one life in your life-

time, that is a miracle,” she said. “Laws
need to change ... but you can do your
part in your community, whether it be
donating diapers or volunteering. 
“People think that they have to do a

big run like this to make a difference and
I say, 'no, God called me to do the run.

God can use you in a different way, no
matter how big or small.” 
For more information and to learn

how you can support Anna and her
team, visit Projectif.life or search @Pro-
jectiflife on social media. 
–reprinted with permission from mon-

trosemirror.com

BE counter-culture!

Anna and her brother, Nick, begin
each morning with prayer and the
road before them.

Anna Hoduski is a 23
year old with a passion,
a purpose and a plan. 

““...if you just save
one life in your 
lifetime, that is a

miracle.”

The challenge of
being a “respect life

Christian”

See GENERATION page 11

RESPECT FOR LIFE
Kansas Woman nears end of cross-country run for life

St. Joseph Diocese to participate in the
annual March for Life demonstration
in Washington, D.C. Fahlstrom at-
tended the rally in 2007 and again in
2012. 
The march – which draws hun-

dreds of thousands of pro-life sup-
porters from around the country –
begins at the National Mall and me-
anders through the streets of Wash-
ington, D.C., and is aimed to raise
awareness of the pro-life message. 
“When we got to the Supreme

Court building, there were hundreds
of women holding signs that said ‘I re-
gret my abortion,’” Fahlstrom recalled.
“That just broke my heart.”
Fahlstrom and other delegates from

the local diocese rode on a charter bus
to Washington. She enjoyed spending
24 hours on a bus with her sisters in
Christ. 
“It was more like a pilgrimage,”

Fahlstrom said. “We prayed, we said a
rosary. There were educational films.”
For Fahlstrom, the most rewarding

part of the whole experience was lis-
tening to the speakers at the National
Mall at the pre-march rally. The speak-
ers ranged from legislators to women
who have suffered abortions. 
The pre-March rally is something

Mary Kay Culp, director of Kansans
for Life, enjoys. She attended the rally
last year so she could see Gov. Sam
Brownback, R-Kansas, receive an
award for passing pro-life legislation. 

“The Kansas folks always make it a
point to be at the front of the rally,”
Culp said. 
An important part of the pro-life

movement – one most people don’t
consider – is the pain an abortion
causes the mother. And for Culp, the
March is about more than saving ba-
bies.
“We all owe the women of America

an apology for letting them believe
abortion is liberating when, in fact, it
sets a burden on their shoulders for
the rest of their lives,” Culp said.  “A lot
of people don’t know how much we
care about that issue. They think that
we just love babies. “
Culp enjoys seeing how many youth

are involved in the movement.  During
the 2016 march – when Washington
was caught in a blizzard – some stu-
dent made an alter out of snow and
held mass. “Our young people are
strongly pro-life. To see it is really en-
couraging,” Culp said. 
One such young person is Emma

Widaman of Pleasant Hill, Mo.
Widaman attended the march with
her mother six years ago – when she
was just a freshman in high school.
She had been attending youth

group with a friend where they dis-
cussed  sex trafficking and abortion. 
Widaman said she felt like the Lord

laid those two issues on her heart.
“I really felt convicted that I would

be involved in both of those later in
my life,” Widaman said. 
Widaman is now seeking a nursing

degree in hopes of using her education

to help in that realm. Widaman’s par-
ents encouraged her to get involved in
the movement and have her voice
heard.
“It was crazy,” Widaman recalled. “It

was crowded with people. It was awe-
some because you know all the people
around you are like-minded.”
Widaman recalled how videos of

abortions were being played during
the rally – showing the graphic images
of abortion and what it does to the
mother – let a lone the child. 
“It made it so real that these are real

lives they are murdering,” Widaman
said. 
Overall, the three women believe

their voices were heard.
“You’re adding to the crowd,”

Widaman said. “Your prayers and your
support matter in the spiritual world.”
For Culp the rally serves as a way to

remind the other side the pro-life
movement is not going away.
“Every few years someone declares

the movement dead,” Culp said. “Even
though I know they’re completely
wrong, it’s still gratifying.”
Culp has met pro-life supporters

from Ireland, France, England.  Even a
few celebrities like Kelsey Grammer. 
For Fahlstrom, she was honored to

lend her voice to something she be-
lieves in so strongly. 
“Just the fact that I was able to go

and say ‘I’m against this,’” Fahlstrom
said. “And it’s the fact that we have the
right in this country to stand up and
say ‘this is wrong.’”

MARCH FOR LIFE
continued from page 1
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Family values become such only as
they are owned and shared by husband
and wife, passed along intentionally to
children, reinforced by siblings and
grandparents, applied to concrete issues
and decisions, practiced in the lifestyle
of the family. 
It is not enough to pay lip service to a

traditional, Judeo-Christian ethic -
whatever that means. It is not enough to
call oneself conservative, mouth all the
politically correct positions of a so-
called "moral majority," and express ap-
propriate horror at what has happened
to values in America. Values are convic-
tions made practical. They are personal

principles applied to real issues. They are
the consistent expression of what you
are and believe, in actions as well as
words. Values are woven into the fabric
of your being. They frame your window
on life. They trigger your response to sit-
uations.
Nowhere is that more apparent than

in the issues of life which God addresses
in his Fifth Commandment, "Thou shall
not kill." We are a society confused
over the issues of life, from genetic en-
gineering to living wills. We are a society
driven by issues of health, traumatized
by news-cameras' images of death, chal-
lenged by the problems of aging. But

more than anything, we are a society in
search of reasons for living. That calls
for something beyond public opinion
and pious platitudes. That calls for a
clear and consistent life ethic from God
to guide us into "Lasting Values For
Every Family."
Let us state, before elaborating, three

simple "Life Principles:" Life is FROM
God. Life is UNDER God. Life is FOR
God.
It makes a huge difference how one

views the origin and source of life. If life
is no more than the serendipitous con-
sequence of evolution, it has no mean-
ing or value apart from the biological
system and physical universe of which it
is an inconsequential part. If life has no
Creator, then it has no Ruler. In short,
life has no objective values if secular hu-
manism and biological evolution ex-
plain life. The loss of values in
contemporary western civilization is no
mystery.
By stark contrast Christianity asserts

that life is from God. He is its creator,
not simply in some general sense, but
the creator of all life and each life. Listen
to Psalm 139: "You, Lord, created my in-
most being; you knit me together in my
mother's womb. I praise you because I
am fearfully and wonderfully made...All
the days ordained for me were written
in your book before one of them came
to be.
Because God is the creator of life,

each life has intrinsic value. Your life is
precious because God made you. Not
what you're like or what you can do to
establish your worth. God has already

done that. And when you have grasped
that truth of God for yourself, you will
begin to understand the value God has
placed on every other human being cre-
ated specifically by Him.
The principle that life is from God

has another important implication. If
God alone creates life, then God alone
has the right to terminate life. Because
He is the Ruler of life, He makes the
rules that govern life
Life is also under God. He is no mere

transcendent deity, uninvolved and dis-
interested in the lives of those he has
made. He didn't pass laws of nature and
retire from his legislative office. God has
an active role in life in general, and in
your life in particular. In Psalm 75, the
Author of Life writes, "I choose the ap-
pointed time; it is I who judge up-
rightly." Some times in your life are hard
and some times are happy, but all the
time your life is in God's hands.
Some people's lives are described by

illness and incapacity, by poverty and
oppression; but nobody's life is defined
by its condition. The so-called quality of
life is simply a flawed human effort at
quantifying and categorizing the bless-
ings of God upon life. Life is not less be-
cause God allows physical, psychological
or socio-economic suffering. 
That life is under God assures also

that life is in God's care. "The eyes of all
look to you, O Lord, and you give them
their food at the proper time," the
psalmist David affirms. "You open your
hand and satisfy the desires of every liv-
ing thing. The Lord is righteous in all his
ways and loving toward all he has made.
Because we exist for God, it is also

true that God establishes the values for
our life. He determines what is right and
wrong, good and bad, important or in-
significant. He establishes priorities and
principles for living life. In fact, he IS the
priority that fixes the value of all the rest
of life. The prophet Isaiah used a potter
and pottery to illustrate the point.
We pots exist to serve the potter ac-

cording to how he designed us to serve.
If one is a cup, one acts like a cup not a
vase. If one is storage jar, one holds what
the potter stores in us rather than wish-
ing to be a plate. He who made us not
only establishes our value, but our val-
ues thereby.
Three biblical principles: Life is

FROM God, UNDER God, and FOR
God. 
Jesus shapes our values in the issue of

life, because as Colossians 3 says it,
"JESUS IS OUR LIFE."

–by Pastor Paul Kelm

Not to mention respect for the Lord's gift of life

Family values, Fifth Commandment show why we are pro-life
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INCIDENCE OF ABORTION
nA total of 699,202 abortions were

reported to Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention for 2012, the most re-
cent year numbers are available. (Re-
porting is voluntary and not 100%.)

n In 2012, the total number of abor-
tions decreased by 4.3% over 2011
numbers. In 2011, the total number of
abortions decreased by 5% over 2010
numbers.

nThe Associated Press reported in
June 2015 that nationwide the number
of abortions decreased by an average
12% since 2010.

nCDC showed that 3,988,076 ba-
bies were born in the U.S. in 2014, the
most recent year numbers are available.

n In the United States, about half of
all pregnancies are unintended.

nOf all unintended pregnancies, 4
in 10 are aborted.

nTwenty-one percent of all preg-
nancies in the U.S. end in abortion (not
including natural miscarriages).(2011
numbers)

nThere has been a steady decline in
abortions since 1980.

n Each year, about 1.7% of all
women aged 15-44 have an abortion.

nOf the women obtaining abor-
tions in any given year, about half of
them have had at least one previous

abortion.
n By age 45, one third of American

women will have had at least one abor-
tion, although this figure is now in dis-
pute and may be much lower.

n Some 1.06 million abortions were
performed in 2011, down from 1.21
million abortions in 2008, a decline of
13%.

nThe U.S. abortion rate in 2011 was
13.9 abortions per 1,000, down from
19.4 per 1,000 in 2008.

n 88.7% of all abortions take place
by the twelfth week of pregnancy.

n 12% of abortions in the U.S. oc-
curred in teenagers.

WHY WOMEN GET ABORTIONS
n Some 1.06 million abortions were

performed in 2011, down from 1.21
million abortions in 2008, a decline of
13%.

nWomen who have never been
married account for one-third of abor-
tions in America.

n Less than 1% of all abortions take
place because of rape and/or incest.

nWomen give an average of 3.7 rea-
sons why they are seeking an abortion
including the following:

n 21% Inadequate finances
n 21% Not ready for responsibility
n 16% Woman’s life would be

changed too much

n 12% Relationships, unmarried
n 11% Too young and/or immature
n 8% Children are grown; she has all

she wants
n 3% Baby has possible health

probs.
n<1% Pregnancy caused by

rape/incest
n 4% Other

ABORTIONS BY RACE
n Blacks comprise only 13% of the

population of America but account for
28% of all abortions.

n Black women are five times more
likely to abort than white women.

n 69% of pregnancies among blacks
are unintended, while that number is
54% among Hispanics and 40% of

pregnancies among whites.
n Planned Parenthood, the largest

seller of abortions in the United States,
has located 80% of its abortion clinics
in minority neighborhoods, dispropor-
tionally targeting minorities for abor-
tion.
For more info, read the report: “Racial

Profiling and Population Control,” by
Mark Crutcher, Life Dymanics

ABORTIONS IN AMERICA
A look at the issue by facts and figures

Nation elects 
pro-life prez,
Kansas budget woes
affect pro-life bills
By Kathy Ostrowski, Kansans for
Life Legislative Director
After a November presidential elec-

tion which developed into a national ref-
erendum on abortion, pro-lifers can
share a collective “whew”!
For the first time ever, political parties

and their presidential candidates publicly
staked out totally opposite positions—
unlike previous elections, in which most
candidates tried to minimize their posi-
tions on controversial issues. Hillary
Clinton made abortion-on-demand a
cornerstone issue of her 2016 campaign:
abortion available to everyone at any
time up until delivery, and at taxpayer’s
expense! In addition, in spite of the na-
tional furor over the sale of aborted baby
parts to the highest bidder, Clinton
wanted to expand taxpayer funding to
America’s largest abortion provider,
Planned Parenthood.
Trumped spoke with passionate op-

position to late-term abortion and
promised to put pro-life candidates on
the U.S. Supreme Court and defund
Planned Parenthood. He eked out a vic-
tory in state after state, effectively turning
all but the states in the Northeast and
West Coast bright red.
Back in Kansas, which has been lead-

ing the nation in pro-life laws, elections
turned a bit backwards, with 23 lawmak-
ers retiring in May and 27 pro-lifers los-
ing their primary or general election.
While the pro-life majorities in both
chambers are holding, there has been an
influx of state reps and senators elected
primarily to “fix” school funding and tax
receipt deficits.

See KANSAS LEGISLATION page 10
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young lives

Compelled by Christ to 

Show-Me serves as an alternative 
to state-based foster care offering 
Christ-centered:

• Homes and families
• Individualized education programs
• Professional counseling & 

therapeutic services
• Ongoing support for young people 

as they transition into adulthood

Show-Me Christian Youth Home 

Main Campus Satellite Home

Emerald Ranch 
Goodman, MO

Drysdale Home 
Barnett, MO

Main Campus
La Monte, MO

Hubble Home
Galt, MO

New Life Unit
Mayview, MO Knob Noster Unit

Knob Noster, MO

Show-Me Christian
Youth Home

When Lori came to Rachel House for
the first time, she was determined to
have an abortion. After talking with our
client advocate, she had nearly changed
her mind, but when she returned for her
ultrasound appointment she had been
arguing with the baby’s father and was
again strongly considering abortion. She
was certain she would not get the sup-
port she needed from him and felt that
a baby would tie her to a man she no
longer wanted to see. 
During the ultrasound appointment,

Lori teared up when she saw the baby’s
heart beating. Over and over, she said,
“That’s my baby!” The next time we saw
Lori, she reported that she had canceled
her abortion appointment after that ul-
trasound. She was now determined to
parent her baby no matter whether the
baby’s father chose to be involved or
not. 
Statistics tell us that if an abortion-

minded woman visits an abortion clinic
first, 80% of the time she chooses abor-
tion. But if she receives an ultrasound at

a life-affirming pregnancy center first,
80% of the time she chooses life. At
Rachel House, our focus is to be the first
choice for women at risk for abortion in
our communities. Meet Adrian, born to
Lori in February. The services we offer
make a difference for LIFE on a daily
basis. 
Rachel House is dedicated to meeting

the physical, emotional and spiritual
needs of women seeking assistance in
unplanned pregnancies. Our focus is to

protect the unborn and provide spiri-
tual guidance in a Christ-centered envi-
ronment. We offer free pregnancy tests,
life-affirming ultrasounds, and a 20-
week education program to those who
qualify.   
Rachel House serves Kansas City

from five locations: Grandview, Inde-
pendence, Kansas City, Lee’s Summit,
and in the Northland; and we look for-
ward to seeing 3,000 women in our cen-
ters in 2017. Together we are making a

“I was homeless
and pregnant”, said
Paula. “The dad was
pushing for an abor-
tion. I knew I couldn’t
do it. [Then] someone
told me about [Alter-
natives Clinic].   I was
amazed to know that I
wasn’t alone. People
did care…there was
hope.
“[The ladies at Al-

ternatives Clinic] in-
troduced me to a lot of
great people. I now at-
tend church. I have a home, a job, and
a car. They didn’t do it for me — they
helped me; I still had to do my part.
[Alternatives Clinic] is amazing; I’d be
lost without [them].”
In closing, Paula shared, “[Before],

I was sad and depressed.  And every-
thing’s turned around. I have my faith
back. I have good people in my life. I
have a new baby and a home [for her].
I’m happy. Some girls don’t think they
have any other choice. When they
come here, they find out there are
many options and they are not alone.“
Alternatives Clinic is a nonprofit

medical clinic and pregnancy resource
center in Harrisonville, Mo. providing
services to Cass County and sur-
rounding areas. The clinic is staffed by
two part-time registered nurses as well
as other support staff and volunteers.

Alternatives Clinic provides a variety
of free, confidential services to the in-
dividuals and families they serve such
as pregnancy testing; limited obstetri-
cal ultrasound; information on sexu-
ally transmitted infections; peer
counseling; prenatal, parenting, and
life skills classes; a clothing closet; a
food pantry; community referrals; as
well as financial assistance for those
who qualify.
An on-site prenatal clinic providing

full service prenatal care is also avail-
able on Monday afternoons. The pre-
natal clinic is staffed by Dr. Tieman,
Dr. Chappell, and Dr. Sunny from
Goppert-Trinity Family Care. The
doctors accept pregnancy Medicaid,
private insurance, and self-pay pa-
tients. 

Alternatives Clinic: Life-Saving
Help in a Life-Changing Way

Rachel House uses technology to bring life into focus

Annual Pro-Life Prayer Vigil-Kansas City, Missouri
Join the Annual Prayer Vigil on January 27, 2017 from 12:00 noon until 1:00 pm sponsored by Missouri

Right to Life-Western Region.  There will be prayer for both the unborn, their mothers and those considering
assisted suicide/euthanasia.  Prayer will be offered for those traveling to Washington, DC for the annual March
for Life.  The Vigil will be held across the street from the Federal Courthouse at 9th Street in Kansas City.
Please come, join with pastors, ecumenical groups and those working in the pro-life community. 
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January 27th
March for Life Washington, DC
Local KCMO Prayer Vigil
Noon to 1:00 pm
Federal Courthouse, KCMO

Annual May Golf Tourney
14th Annual Golf Tournament
May 19, 2017

Our Mission is to protect life from 
conception until natural death. We do this by 

education, legislation and activation.

MMiissssoouurrii RRiigghhtt ttoo LLiiffee
WWeesstteerrnn RReeggiioonn

9504 E. 63rd St. Suite 103
Kansas City, MO 64133

816-353-4113 
www.mrlWesternRegion.org

Pro-life 
Directory
ADOPT KANSAS KIDS 
3545 SW 5th St. 
Topeka, KS 66601 
877-457-5430 
customercare@adoptkskids.org
www.adoptkskids.org

ALPHA CHRISTIAN CHILDREN’S HOME
15017 27th Street
PO Box 727
Perry, Kansas 66073-0727
Michelle Kincaid | 785-597-5235
office@alphachristianchildrenshome.com
www.alphachristianchildrenshome.com

ALTERNATIVES CLINIC
307 W Washington St
Harrisonville, MO
Linda Freeland | 816-380-4885
director@lifechoicecenter.org
www.alternativesclinic.org

BIRTHRIGHT OF GREATER KANSAS
CITY
6309 Walnut Street
Kansas City, Missouri
Glenda Merten
816-444-7090
kansascity@birthright.org
www.birthright.org

CHRISTIAN FAMILY SERVICES OF THE
MIDWEST, INC.
8249 W. 95th St., Ste. 107
Overland Park, KS 66212
Susan K. Timmons, LSCSW
913-383-3337 x102
susan@cfskc.org
www.cfskc.org

IF NOT FOR GRACE
5950 NE Lakewood Way
Lee's Summit, MO, 64064
Lori Driggs
816.847.2911
ldriggs@infg.org
www.infg.org

KANSAS CHILDREN’S SERVICE
LEAGUE
From Heart to Home Infant Adoption
650 Minnesota Ave.
Kansas City, KS 66101
877-581-5437 or 913-371-2220
tklaus@kcsl.org
www.kcsl.org

MISSOURI BAPTIST CHILDREN’S
HOME
P.O. Box 22787
Kansas City, MO  64113
Dawn Hensley | 816-795-8878
dawn.hensley@mbch.org
www.mbch.org

MOTHER’S REFUGE
14400 E. 42nd St. South, Suite 220
Independence, MO 64055
Robert Zornes | 816-353-8070 
office@mothersrefuge.org
www.mothersrefuge.org

PARKVILLE WOMEN'S CLINIC
6326 N Lucerne Ave.
Kansas City Mo 64151
Sonya Rice
816 746 4855
www.PWC4life.us
info@parkvillewomensclinic.com

When a woman is pregnant and
doesn’t want to be, it’s a very scary time.
While looking for answers she is also
looking for hope.  Retooled pregnancy
center websites that “speak” to the abor-
tion-minded woman are giving women
real hope across the country, including
the Greater Kansas City area.  Vitae
Foundation’s Right Brain research is
what makes these websites different and
attractive to women facing an abortion
decision.
“These websites are like magnets in

cyberspace to women seeking abortion,
drawing them out of the darkness and
into a light that offers real help and a re-
lationship of support,” Anne
Carmichael, Vitae’s COO and Senior
Market Director, stated.
Bridgit Smith, Executive Director of

Pregnancy Care Center is seeing a big
difference in the traffic at her center in
Lawrence, Kan.  In the past, they had
difficulties connecting with younger
clients.  Since the new Vitae website was
launched, they are seeing a lot more
clients—including students—signing
up for appointments through the web-
site.
“In November, a woman we’ll call

Rachael emailed us through the new
website we wouldn’t have if not for
Vitae,” Smith stated.  “The website was
designed to speak directly to the abor-
tion-minded clients.  In the email, a
scared Rachael wrote: ‘Having a little
trouble deciding adoption or abortion.
I’ve never thought I’d be one to consider
abortion, but I’m in a bad spot. I’d like
to learn more...please just email.’” 
The staff at PCC emailed Rachael

back and set up an appointment for her
to come into the center for options
counseling.  The staff listened to her
concerns and fears, then presented all of
the options available to her.  Included
was information about an attorney who
provides his counsel pro bono for young
women deciding to place their child for
adoption. Rachael was interested in con-
tacting the attorney.  She also went
ahead and scheduled a sonogram ap-
pointment. When the appointment
time came, however, Rachael didn’t

show up.  
“We all were disappointed, but we

continued to pray, believing she still
hadn’t made a final decision,” Smith
noted.
A week later, Rachael contacted PCC

again through the website.  She shared
that arrangements had been made for
her to meet with the attorney to start the
process of adoption.  
“The attorney called us to confirm

the appointment with PCC staff and
asked if the center had referred this
young mom to him,” Smith explained.
“He laughed when he explained that
Rachael told him she had been referred
by Planned Parenthood!  His reply was,
‘I don’t think they would refer you to
me.’” 
The attorney and birth parents have

met and are in the initial stages of de-
ciding on a forever family for their baby.
Because this young woman is no longer
in a relationship with the birth father,
she currently does not have a place to
live.  A volunteer from PCC who has
housed previous clients is meeting with
Rachael about the possibility of staying
with the volunteer and her husband
until the baby is born.
“None of this would have been pos-

sible if this young woman hadn’t found
our new website and felt comfortable
enough to reach out to us.  We can’t
thank Vitae enough for the website and
for the findings from their research.  We
are better able to serve the women of
Douglas County, Kansas, because of
them!” Smith stated.

Considering Abortion, Woman finds Center with Vitae’s Help

Anne Carmichael, Vitae COO



Despite a very successful educational
campaign to ‘Not Retain’ Judges on the
State Supreme Court and Court of Ap-
peals, they all kept their jobs. H o w -
ever, the liberal, pro-abortion judges we
targeted (who received 76-84 % approval
in past elections) barely survived at 55%
support (they needed 50%). The three
judges supported by Kansans for Life
each received 115,000 more votes than
any of the others.
The 2016 state legislature was a victim

of the focus on budget issues, and the
session was abruptly shortened by a few
weeks to save on expenses. This damaged

Kansans for Life’s push to enact Simon’s
Law, and after passage in the Senate 37-
3, we ran out of time to move it through

the House.
Under Simon’s Law, “Do Not Resusci-

tate” (DNR) orders on children will be
barred unless the parents give permis-
sion. Shocking testimony revealed that
infants and even older children suffering
chromosomal abnormalities have been
denied life-sustaining treatment due to
physician bias against their “quality of
life.” Parents found out too late —after
their child died—that “DNR” orders
were ordered without their knowledge or
consent. This session, we will bring back
the bill for consideration.

Kansas did enact two pro-life laws:
1) The very popular budget prioriti-

zation of Title X “reproductive service”

federal money. This is funding that
Planned Parenthood used to get, but
now goes to full-service public clinics

and hospitals.
2) A ban on midwives in independent

practice from performing abortions.
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KS LEGISLATION
continued from page 7

"Simon's Law" to protect parental
rights, is promoted by the Crosier
family, shown here with baby
Simon before his untimely death.
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Committed to an abortion free Missouri. 
Standing for life in Missouri – on the sidewalk, at the

Capitol and in the local churches. 
Concerned Women for America of Missouri

www.cwfa.org/states/missouri 
314-608-0168 • cwaofmo@hotmail.com

OF
MISSOURI

Missouri Right to Life lists
legislative agenda for 2017

Missouri Right to Life is working diligently to
prevent your state tax dollars from being used
for abortion services, human cloning and em-
bryonic stem cell research.  During the 2017 ses-
sion, Missouri Right to Life will call on our
legislators to take up and pass the expanded
abortion clinic inspection bill. 

The following list gives an overview of “some”
of the pro-life legislation we are asking our pro-
life legislators to pass:

ACTION REQUESTED OF MISSOURI LEG-
ISLATURE BY MISSOURI RIGHT TO LIFE:

n Pass expanded abortion clinic 
inspection bill
n Required annual on-site inspection
n Tighten reporting requirements to ensure

baby body parts are not bought or sold
n Provides whistle-

blower protection for
those who work in abor-
tion clinics

n Pass pain-capable
unborn child protection
act

n Ban dismemberment abortions
n Defund Planned Parenthood – redirect

funding to federally qualified health centers to
provide expanded services for women’s health
care 

n Ban public funding for abortion services,
human cloning and embryonic stem cell re-
search

n Two parent notification before a minor has

an abortion
n Ban sex-selection abortions
n Prevent do-not-resusitate orders from

being placed in a minor child’s medical file with-
out  parental consent

n Require informed
consent Info be given to
women referred to out of
state abortion clinics

n Required guide-
lines for health care deci-
sion makers in end of life

decisions 
n Pro-life protective language on budget

and economic development bills to prevent
funding for abortion services, human cloning
(SCNT), embryonic stem cell research (ESCR) and
all human life-destroying research

n Continued funding for alternatives to
abortions and tax credits for pregnancy resource
centers

Plan to attend pro-life lobby day on
Tuesday, March 14, 2017 – It will be
an exciting day!Activities begin at
10:00 a.m. - Rally at Noon on the 1st
floor rotunda.  Come, meet your new

legislators!

Missouri Right to Life, Legisla-
tive Liaison, Susan Klein and
pro-lifers from across Missouri
lobby at the Missouri State
Capitol at the annual Pro-Life
Action Day.

Pro-life 
Directory
RACHEL HOUSE 
1260 NE Windsor Drive
Lee's Summit, MO
Kathy Edwards
816-921-5059
info@rachelhouse.org
www.rachelhousefriends.org

SAINT FRANCIS COMMUNITY SERV-
ICES - HEADQUARTERS
509 E Elm St
Salina, KS
866-999-1599
www.st-francis.org

SHOW-ME CHRISTIAN YOUTH HOME
Main Campus
24302 Mahin Rd.
La Monte, MO 65337
Chris Ruhnke | 660-347-5982
info@showmekids.org
www.showmehelpingkids.org

THE LIGHT HOUSE
PO Box 22553
Kansas City, MO 64113
Dawn Shipman | 816-361-2233
dawns.lighthouse@mbch.org
www.lighthousekc.org 

of healthcare, education, employ-
ment, freedom from racism and prej-
udice and for freedoms of religious
practice.  Our Catholic systems of ed-
ucation, healthcare and charity em-
body and express our
core respect-life com-
mitments. To treat
these core ministries of
our church as mere
“social services” that
can be defined and
managed by govern-
ment rules and regula-
tions is a particularly
odious attack upon
our rights and respect
life principles.
Misinterpretations

of the “separation of
religion from the state”
or the “sacred from the
secular” that would
seek to justify intru-
sion upon religious liberty need to be
exposed for the fictions that they are.
It is our responsibility as Christians

to express our respect for human life
in our own behaviors, in our public
activism and through the ballot box.
Life in a democracy respects diversity

and freedom and works for the com-
mon good. At times we must express
our beliefs assertively as in the “An-
nual March For Life” held on January
27 in Washington, D.C., letter writing,
phone calls and personal visits to leg-
islators. It is also important that we
pray and show active spiritual and

material concern for all
the citizens of our
country, especially the
most vulnerable and at
risk among us.  To be
counter-cultural and to
stand out is not such a
bad place to be. We can
be a fulcrum for
change, a leaven for
growing the most
human of all emotions
and attachments: to life
and to its enhance-
ment. We believe in a
beautiful and “seamless
garment” of respect life
commitments and
concerns. As “respect-

life” Catholic Christians, we are mak-
ing and can make even more of a
difference for the better in our coun-
try.  We just need to be courageous
and persistent so that our voices are
never silent.

– Msgr. Michael D. McGraw

GENERATIONS
continued from page 5

“It is our
responsibility
as Christians
to express our
respect for
human life in
our own

behaviors, in
our public
activism and
through the
ballot box.”



Four precious little gifts
came early this Christmas for
a Newnan, Georgia family.
On Dec. 16, Kortney Miller,

23, gave birth to naturally-
conceived quadruplets: boys
Brandon, Brayden and Bryant
and girl Kenlee, the Today
Show reports. Doctors said
both mom and babies are
doing well.
The quadruplets are ex-

tremely rare. Doctors say the
chance of conceiving quadru-
plets naturally, without help
from fertility treatments, is
one in 700,000.
Miller said multiples run in

her family, and early in her
pregnancy, she had a sense
that she was having twins.
During one of her first ultra-
sounds, she said the technician asked
her if multiples ran in her family. The
ultrasound technician then told
Miller that she had four babies in her
womb.
“I never thought there would be

four,” she told Today. “My mother was
with me, and she said, ‘You’re carrying
on the tradition!”
As shocked as they were, Miller said

she and her husband also felt “very
blessed” by the news.
Miller said she went to the doctor’s

office on Dec. 16 expecting a routine
prenatal visit. She was 29-weeks preg-

nant at the time. Instead of
the check-up, doctors told
her that the babies were
coming, according to the
report.
The babies were born

minutes apart by cesarean
section on Dec. 16, each
weighing between 2 and 3
pounds, according to the
report. The family’s
OBGYN, Dr. Heather
Turner said the babies are
still in the hospital, but they
are doing really well.
“They are our very spe-

cial early Christmas pres-
ents,” Turner said. “What a
terrific family. This was
something I’ll probably
never see again in my prac-
tice. It was a thrilling expe-

rience.”
The Millers said they spent Christ-

mas together in the hospital with their
quadruplets and older son Bentlee, 4.
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The body of Christ has many parts, and it is vital that we all work together to
accomplish the work He has called us to. This is why partnerships are so impor-
tant to If Not for Grace (INFG). One of our longest-standing partnerships is with
Rachel House Pregnancy Resource Centers—a place of refuge and truth for
women experiencing an unplanned pregnancy.
God often uses our pain and struggles to help others. That is why many abor-

tion-wounded women choose to volunteer at pregnancy resource centers like
Rachel House. Time and again, women who go through the services at INFG
have shared that they want to help girls who are dealing with an unplanned preg-
nancy to make a better decision than they did. They want to be able to share how
abortion has negatively affected their lives so these girls won’t have to experience
the same pain and loss.
Last summer, the staff of Rachel House referred several women who wanted

to volunteer at one of their five centers to INFG to participate in our services.
Why do they do this? A woman who has received healing from her abortion(s)
is a woman who makes a great client advocate. Not only can she share the story
of the struggle caused by her abortion experience, hopefully impacting the client
toward a positive life choice, but she can also share her testimony of God’s love
and grace after the experience with those who have made an abortion decision
with a previous pregnancy.
For those who have not participated in formal recovery, hearing a similar story

to their own, viewing the fetal models used with the clients, or getting a glimpse
of an ultrasound can trigger an emotional reaction they weren’t prepared for. By
going through a Her Choice to Heal class and Reconciliation Weekend, God can
help them process through specific struggles they are having as a result of their
abortion(s) and live free from the emotional triggers that once plagued them.
Our mission is to provide opportunities for restoration to the abortion-

wounded and our vision is to see them living authentic, abundant lives; mobilized
for Kingdom expanding work. We are seeing this vision realized in those who go
on to volunteer at Rachel House after walking though the healing journey with
If Not For Grace. Praise be to God!

–Jama Edlund is Her Choice to Heal Coordinator, INFG Ministries

Partnering for Life – Rachel House
and If Not For Grace Ministries

by Jama Edlund

Quadruplets are Christmas gifts for family

The Miller quadruplets: Brandon, Brayden, Bryant and
Kenlee
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Considering Adoption?
� Learn your options from 

a trusted source
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913-383-3337 � www.cfskc.org
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Serving KS and MO for
over 30 years

So often we hear people say they are
pro-life.  When we ask them what they
are doing about it, they say, “Nothing.”
I believe that being prolife means taking
an active stand to show   that we do to
actively show that we believe all life is
valuable.   Being pro-life means helping
others.  One way could be volunteering
at a maternity home such as Mother’s
Refuge.
For example, volunteers babysit. We

have several volunteers that help relieve
the mothers while they are studying in
school or just relaxing for a few minutes.    

Another volunteer opportunity is
through their professional services and
experiences.    We often need carpenters,
plumbers, electricians, handymen,
cooks, hairdressers, and many more.
We also need teachers and tutors.  If you
call a pro-life ministry to volunteer, you
may not be put to work immediately.
We are required to do a background
check, and sometimes background
checks can take a while.  
But, don’t get discouraged.   If there

is not something for you to do right
then, you will be put on a call list of peo-
ple that are willing to help.    So, when
the garbage disposal isn’t working, the
door is jammed, or a mom needs tutor-
ing, you can help.   Many pro-life min-
istries are on a very tight budget, and
having a list of volunteer professionals
to call is a blessing. 
For instance, one of our young moms

goes to an English-as-a-second-lan-

guage-based GED class.  Once a week,
we have a dutiful volunteer who comes
to babysit.  Without her active help, our
staff would have less times to teach
classes, transport others residents to ap-
pointment, or prepare a meal. 
Another way for volunteers to help

these young mothers is to be a housep-
arent helper.    This is someone willing
to be a second hand to our direct care
staff.  At Mother’s Refuge,  we call them
“life savers”, because they are there to
help watch the babies, cook a meal, get
girls ready to go on outings, or just
available to serve.   There are many
times when every mother wishes she
had an extra hand.  It’s even more true
to us with a house full of young mothers
learning to care for their babies. 

While some people may think that
these young moms should be punished
for their problem, we at Mother’s
Refuge believe that no life is a mistake,
and it is a blessing to help these young
moms turn their lives around.  As Jesus
said, “As you do unto the least of these,
you do also to me”.  
Being a pro-life volunteer truly min-

isters to those who are there to get a sec-
ond chance at life. 
If you would like to volunteer at

Mother’s Refuge, contact our Volunteer
Coordinator, Katie Early, at
Katie@MotherRefuge.org or call her at
816-800-0453.

–Robert Zornes is Executive Director of
Mother’s Refuge.

Robert Zornes | Mother’s Refuge

BEING PRO-LIFE—MEANS VOLUNTEERING! 



CONCERTS
DAVID SMART. January 13. Homer’s Coffee
House, 7126 W. 80th St., Overland Park, KS 66204.
913-381-6022. 
SWEET SPIRIT & FRIENDS MUSIC OUTREACH.
January 21, 6:00 pm. Moment of Truth Bible Bap-
tist Church, 310 S. Randolph Rd., Claycomo, MO
64119. Special Guests: Doug & Steve. 816-452-
4426.
TRIPLEE. January 27, 6:00 pm. Midwestern Bap-
tist Theological Seminary, 5001 North Oak Traf-
ficway, Kansas City, MO. $12.00 concert only.
816-414-3700.
JAM NATION: January 29, 6:00 pm. Sprint Center,
1407 Grand Blvd., Kansas City, MO 64106.
SOUTHERN GOSPEL SING FOR THE NEW
YEAR. January 29, 6:00 pm.  Calvary Baptist
Church, 900 NW 22nd St., Blue Springs, Mo. 64015.
816-228-5540
SKILLET.February 16, 6:30 pm. Midland Theatre,
1228 Main Street, Kansas City, MO 64105. 816-283-
9900.
DIAPERS 2 DEPENDS. March 11, 6:00 pm. Grace-
way Church, 5460 Blue Ridge Cut-Off, Kansas City,
MO 64133. With Mark Lowry, Cana’s Voice, and
Stan Whitmire. 423-239-6262.
NEWSBOYS LOVE RIOT TOUR. March 16, 7:00
pm. First Baptist Raytown, 10500 E. 350 Hwy., Ray-
town, MO 64138.  816-353-1994.

SOUTHERN GOSPEL
(Call for groups)
ALPHA OMEGA CHRISTIAN MUSIC ASSOCIA-
TION MONTHLY MEETING, PRAYER, DEVO-
TION, POTLUCK AND JAM. FIRST FRIDAY, 7pm.

10035 E. Westport Rd., Indep., MO 64052.  
MO-KAN GOSPEL MUSIC ASSOCIATION
POTLUCK AND JAM. FOURTH FRIDAY (except for
Nov. & Dec. when we meet on the 3rd Fri.).  North-
land Christian Church, 6120 NE 48th St., KCMO.
913-432-0359.
PENTECOSTAL TABERNACLE CHURCH. SEC-
OND SATURDAY, 6pm.  341 S. 72nd St., Kansas City,
KS 66111.  Praise and Worship songs of Zion.  913-
334-1009.
CGMA NW MO CHAPTER MEETING, GOSPEL
MUSIC AND POTLUCK. SECOND SATURDAY.
Faith Assembly of God Church, South 13 Hwy, Polo,
MO.  Travel North on I-35 North, go North of Lib-
erty to the Polo/Lathrop Exit.  Turn right onto 116
Hwy.  Go 12 miles to 13 Hwy.  Turn left and go ¼
mile.  pegcla@msn.com.
MOMENT OF TRUTH BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH.
THIRD SATURDAY in January, May, September &
October, 7pm.  310 Randolph Rd, Claycomo, MO.
Gospel music sing.  816-452-4426.
RADIANT LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD. LAST SUN-
DAY, 6:30 p.m.  Hwy. 33, Kearney, MO.  Open mike.
Gospel sing.  
PARADISE BAPTIST CHURCH. SECOND SUN-
DAY, 6 p.m.  Pot luck dinner at 5 p.m.  Paradise Mis-
souri.  816-591-1020.

CLASSES, SEMINARS,
CONFERENCES
ISRAELI FOLK DANCE. Tuesday’s, 7:00 pm-9:00
pm. The Jewish Community Center, Studio 3, 5801
W. 115th St., Leawood, KS. $3 Adults and teens wel-
come. 7:00 pm-8:00 pm: Beginning/Intermediate
Dance, 8:00 pm-9:00 pm: Intermediate/Advanced

Dance. 913-327-8000.
LIVING FREE. Thursdays Evening.  Through
March 2017.  Open Range, Lone Jack, MO.  A Christ
centered 12 step recovery group struggling with
life controlling problems:  drug addiction, pornog-
raphy, sexual addiction, gambling, etc.  Led by a
certified counselor. Website: www.openrangefel-
lowship.com
HER CHOICE TO HEAL. January 2017, 9 week
class. Sponsored by: If Not For Grace. Abortion re-
covery class. If you have been struggling with pain
or loss from this decision, please contact Jama at
jedlund@infg.org. 
AVOID PROBATE. January 5, 7:00 pm. Lewis Liv-
ing Trust Center, 700 NE Langsford, Lee’s Summit,
MO 64063. 816-524-3200.

“LIFE IN THE FAST LANE: MANAGING CHANGE
AND STRESS.” January 10, 17, 24; 7:00 pm-8:00
pm. Jewish Community Campus, 5801 W. 115th St.,
Leawood, KS. For more information, call 913-327-
8259. Link: http://www.jfskc.org/event/family-to-
family-12-week-course/?instance_id=307 
FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY. Starts January
12, 6:30 pm. Olathe Bible College, 13700 W. 151st
St., Olathe, KS 66062. $93.
“ROMANTIC GETAWAY” AT CHATEAU
AVALON. January 15 & 16. Chateau Avalon across
from the Legends. Just $152 per couple. Mountain-
topmarriages.org 913-780-3423.
EAVESDROPPING ON A.G.O. CERTIFICATIONS.
January 16, 7:30 p.m.   Immanuel Lutheran Church,
1700 Westport road, Kansas City, MO.  Learn about
the process, hear from chapter members about
their experiences and be able to work with
Claudette Schiratti who is the AGO
Certification/Education chair.  Spon.  American
Guild of Organists.
THE PURSUIT OF HOLINESS BY JERRY
BRIDGES. Tuesday’s - January 17-April 4, 6:30 pm-
8:00 pm. TBA, Overland Park, KS. Email:
friends@hamw.org  
GOOD NEWS CLUB TEAM ORIENTATION
TRAINING. January 21, 9:00 am-4:00 pm. South
Baptist Church, 16205 Vicie Ave., Belton, MO. Spon-
sored by Child Evangelism Fellowship. 816-358-
1138.
HEARTCORE CONFERENCE. January 21. Indian
Creek Community Church, 12480 S. Blackbob Rd.
Olathe, KS 66062. Single parents will inspire and
encourage you to be the best mom or dad you can
be during these challenging times. 913-829-0712.
AVOID PROBATE. January 24, 7:00 pm. Lewis
Living Trust Center, 700 NE Langsford, Lee’s Sum-
mit, MO 64063. 816-524-3200.
ARISE 2017. January 26-29. World Revival Church,
9900 View High Dr., Kansas City, MO 64134.
Hosted by Kathy Gray. Special Guest Julianna Zo-
brist. 
THE TWO BECAME ONE MARRIAGE CONFER-
ENCE. January 27, 6:30 pm-9:30 pm & January 28,
8:00 am-12:30 pm. First Baptist Church-Basehor,
1410 155th St., Basehor, KS 66007. Cost is $40 per

couple if registered by January 6th. Featuring
Steve and Debbie Wilson. Worship will be led by
Jake Gulledge. 913-724-1091.
READY CONFERENCE: TO EQUIP THE YOUTH
OF THE CHURCH TO DEFEND THEIR FAITH.
January 27-28. Midwestern Baptist Theological
Seminary, 5001 North Oak Trafficway, Kansas City,
MO 64118. Speakers include: Owen Strachan, John
Mark Yeats, Trip Lee, and Jared Wilson. 816-414-
3700.
GO MISSION CONFERENCE. January 27-29, 6:00
pm. Pleasant Valley Baptist Church, 1600 N. 291
Hwy., Liberty, MO 64068. Through powerful
keynote speaker, worship and a variety of break-
outs, this conference will help you realize that
everyone is a missionary called to go. GOconfer-
ence2017.com. 816-781-5959.
IF: GATHERING CONFERNECE. February 3-4.
Cross Points Church, 6824 Lackman Rd., Shawnee
KS 66217. Our vision is to bless each women with
a thoughtful time. 913-631-1100.
GOOD NEWS CLUB TEAM ORIENTATION
TRAINING. February 4, 9:00 am-4:00 pm. HOPE
Church, 2648 N. 18th St., Kansas City, KS. Spon-
sored by Child Evangelism Fellowship. 816-358-
1138.
DRIVING RISK AWARENESS FOR TEENS. Feb-
ruary 5, 10:00 am-11:30 am. Jewish Community
Center, 5801 W. 115th St., Overland Park, KS. Free
but reservation are required. Learn about driving
risks for teens and create a teen-parent driving
agreement. 913-327-8259.
FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY COURSE.Feb-
ruary 12, 2:00 pm-3:00 pm. Pisgah Baptist Church,
112 Pisgah Dr., Excelsior Springs, MO 64024. Cost
$95 per person or per couple for materials. 816-
630-5121.
GOOD NEWS CLUB TEAM ORIENTATION
TRAINING. February 25, 9:00 am-4:00 pm. Blue
Ridge Bible Church, 8524 Blue Ridge Blvd., Kansas
City, MO. Sponsored by Child Evangelism Fellow-
ship. 816-358-1138.

SPECIAL CHURCH
EVENTS
NOW ENROLLING HEART OF AMERICA CHRIS-
TIAN ACADEMY. January 3, 2017.  Heart of Amer-
ica Christian Academy, 7600 Blue Ridge Blvd.,
Kansas City, Mo Pre K through 12th grade begins
Spring Semester Now Enrolling.  816-356-6380
WEEK OF WORSHIP WITH DANIEL BRYMER.
January 9-13. Hillcrest Covenant, 88th St. & Nall
Ave., Prairie Village, KS. 
RALLY, LEARN, PRAY & MARCH FOR LIFE! Jan-
uary 23, 8:30 am-3:30 pm. Capitol, Topeka, KS. For
a schedule and updates: www.kfl.org. 
BIBLE COLLEGE CLASSES BEGIN SPRING 2017
SEMESTER. January 24, 2017. Now Enrolling.
Heart of America Bible College, 7600 Blue Ridge
Blvd., Kansas City, Mo.  816-356-6380
WPC’S OPEN HOUSE. January 26, 4:00 pm-7:30
pm. Wyandotte Pregnancy Clinic, 3021 N. 54th St.,
Kansas City, MO 66104. Never been to our clinic?
We invite you to come and learn about our min-ARISE 2017. WORLD REVIVAL CHURCH, 9900 VIEW HIGH DR., KANSAS CITY,

MO. HOSTED BY KATHY GRAY. SPECIAL GUEST JULIANNA ZOBRIST.
JANUARY

26-29

TRIP LEE. 6:00 P.M. MIDWESTERN BAPTIST THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY, 5001 NORTH OAK TRAFFICWAY, KANSAS CITY, MO. FOR MORE
INFORMATION, PLEASE CALL 816-414-3700.
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istry. Already a friend of ours? We would love to
see you again and reconnect! Join us for appetizers
and a clinic tour. 
MISSOURI RIGHT CARAVAN. January 26, 27, 28.
The Annual bus trip to Washington, DC for the
44th Annual National March for Life. Missouri
Right to Life. 314-434-4900.
ANNUAL PRO-LIFE PRAYER VIGIL-KANSAS
CITY, MISSOURI. January 27, 12:00 pm-1:00 pm.
Federal Courthouse, 9th Street, Kansas City, MO.
Sponsored by Missouri Right to Life-Western Re-
gion. We will be praying for both the unborn, their
mothers and those considering assisted
suicide/euthanasia. We will also be praying for
those traveling to Washington, DC for the annual
March for Life.
DUCK DYNASTY'S ALAN ROBERTSON'S UN-
CONVENTIONAL BUSINESS. Feb. 2, 6:30 PM.
OP Convention Center, 6100 College Boulevard,
Overland Park, KS.  Robertson will share 25 years
of practical insight on how to use time tested prin-
ciples from the Bible to successfully lead in the
business world.  (913) 645-3320
6TH ANNUAL MIDWEST MARCH FOR LIFE.

February 4, 2017.   8 am: St Peter's Selinger Center
booths, vendors and food.   9:30pm: Pre Rally out-
side Selinger Center.   10am:  March will begin from
there.   10:30am: Rally inside Capitol rotunda.
Guest speakers, Ryan Bomberger & Dr Vansen
Wong. Lunch fundraiser, Selinger Center for by
KOC Council St Peter's Fulton.  www.midwest-
marchforlife.com. (573) 340-8444.
19th ANNUAL CHRISTIAN EDUCATION & COL-
LEGE EXPO. March 4, 10:00 am-2:00 pm. Colonial
Presbyterian Church, 9500 Wornall, Kansas City,
MO. Sponsored by Metro Voice. 25 K-12 Schools,
Homeschool 50 Colleges from 15 States, plus, Free
Seminars! 816-524-4522.
FAITH & FAMILY AT MISSOURI MAVERICKS.
March 5, 4:05 pm. Silverstein Eye Center Arena,
19100 E. Valley View Parkway, Independence, MO
64055. Missouri Mavericks vs. Tulsa Oilers. 816-
252-7825.
K-12 CHRISTIAN EDUCATION OPEN HOUSE
SOUTH/EAST JACKSON & NORTH CASS COUN-
TIES. March 6, 6:00 pm-8:00 pm. Gamber Com-
munity Center, 4 SE Independence Ave., Lee’s
Summit, MO. Visit with administrators and teach-

ers from local Christian Schools and Homeschool
Groups. 816-524-4522.
K-12 CHRISTIAN EDUCATION OPEN HOUSE
NORTHLAND.March 7, 6:00 pm-8:00 pm. Glad-
stone Community Center, 6901 N. Holmes St.,
Gladstone, MO. Visit with administrators and
teachers from local Christian Schools and Home-
school Groups. 816-524-4522.
K-12 CHRISTIAN EDUCATION OPEN HOUSE
JOHNSON COUNTY, KANSAS.March 9, 6:00 pm-
8:00 pm. Tomahawk Ridge Community Center,
11902 Lowell, Overland Park, KS. Visit with admin-
istrators and teachers from local Christian Schools
and Homeschool Groups. 816-524-4522.
2017 LOBBY DAY. April 2017. Capital, Jefferson
City, MO. Sponsored by Missouri Right to Life. More
info to come. 816-353-4113.

FINE ARTS
KINNOR PHILHARMONIC. January 1, 3:00 pm.
White Theatre, 5801 W. 115th St., Overland Park,
KS 66211. Dessert & Champagne Reception to fol-
low. Composed of both Jewish and non-Jewish mu-
sicians. 913-327-8000.
BRER RABBIT TALES. January 14 & January 16,
11:00 am & 2:00 pm. Puppetry Arts Institute, 11025
E. Winner Rd., Independence, MO 64052. Classic
American trickster tales updated for the 21st cen-
tury. For all ages. 816-833-9777.
I GOT RHYTHM. January 20-February 19. Quality
Hill Playhouse, 303 W. 10th St., Kansas City, MO
64105. 816-421-1700.
HANA’S SUITCASE. January 24-February 11. The
Coterie Theatre, 2450 Grand Blvd., Kansas City, MO
64108. True story spanning 70 years and criss-
crossing three continents. Fumiko Ishioka, a
Japanese Holocaust educator, and her students
set out to track down information about a suitcase
from Auschwitz. 816-474-6552.
SIDE BY SIDE BY SONDHEIM. January 27-Feb-
ruary 19. Spencer Theatre, 4949 Cherry St., Kansas
City, MO 64110. Celebrates the music and lyrics of

ANNUAL MARCH FOR LIFE, WASHINGTON, D.C. 2017 THEME: THE POWER OF ONE.
FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION, PLEASE VISIT MARCHFORLIFE.ORG
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Pulitzer, Tony, and Academy Award-winning
Stephen Sondheim. 816-235-1453.
UNDERGROUND. February 3-4, 7:30 pm (Friday)
& 2:00 pm & 7:30 pm (Saturday). Kauffman Center
for the Performing Arts, 1601 Broadway Blvd.,
Kansas City, MO 64108. $60, $40, $20. Perform-
ances by Störling Dance Theatre’s. Passionate por-
trayal of the Underground Railroad. Be inspired
by the heroics of those who would not be slaves
and the everyday people who would not stand for
it either. 
E.T. THE EXTRA-TERRESTRIAL.February 5, 2:00
pm. Kauffman Center, Helzberg Hall, 1601 Broad-
way, Kansas City, MO. Performing John Williams’
Academy Award®-winning score in sync with the
full feature film projected on a huge HD screen.
816-471-0400.
SHEN YUN PERFORMING ARTS SHOW. Febru-
ary 10-12. Kauffman Center for the Performing
Arts, 1601 Broadway Blvd., Kansas City, MO 64108.
Colorful and exhilarating performance of classical
Chinese dance and music. 913-701-7469.

WILLY WONKA, JR. February 16, 10:00 am
(school day) & 7:00 pm (family day). February 17,
10:00 am (school day) & 7:00 pm. February 18,
2:00 pm & 7:00 pm. February 19, 2:00 pm. Bell Cul-
ture Events Center, MidAmerica Nazarene, 2030
East, College Way, Olathe, KS 66062.
JOSEPH AND THE AMAZING TECHNICOLOR
DREAMCOAT.February 23, 10:00 am (school day)
& 7:00 pm (family day). February 24, 10:00 am
(school day) & 7:00 pm. February 25, 2:00 pm &
7:00 pm. February 26, 2:00 pm. Bell Cultural Event
Center, MidAmerica Nazarene, 2030 East College
Way, Olathe, KS 66062. Sponsored by CYT. 913-
681-3318.

FAMILY OUTINGS
87TH ANNUAL KCP&L PLAZA LIGHTS.Through
January 15, 5:00 pm. Country Club Plaza. 816-753-
0100.
COFFEE WITH THE BIRDS. Tuesday mornings
starting January 3. Ernie Miller Nature Center, 909
N. Hwy. 7, Olathe, KS 66061. Come enjoy winter

bird watching from the comfort of an indoor
wildlife viewing room. 913-764-7759.
FIBROMYALGIA SUPPORT GROUP. January 3,
7:00 pm. Life Spring Church Youth Group Center,
206 N. Webster #112, Spring Hill, KS. 913-384-4673.
JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL. January 8-22. Jewish
Community Center, 5801 W. 115th St., Overland
Park, KS 66211. Features Great Films, with a Jewish
Twist, that would not be seen in the Kansas City
area otherwise. 913-327-8000. 
FIBROMYALGIA SUPPORT GROUP. January 12,
7:00 pm. Countryside Christian Church, 6101 Nall
Ave., Mission, KS. 913-384-4673.
MID-AMERICA RV SHOW. January 12-15. Kansas
City Convention & Entertainment Facilities, 301 W.
13th St., Kansas City, MO 64105. 816-513-5000.
WINTER TRAILS: A NATURE HIKE. January 15,
1:00 pm-4:00 pm. Powell Gardens, 1609 NW Hwy.
50, Kingsville, MO 64061. Discover the beauty of
the Midwestern winter landscape. The nature trail
is 3.25 miles, so be prepared with proper clothing
and footwear. 816-697-2600 ext. 209.
CHINESE NEW YEAR CELEBRATION. January
29, 10:00 am-4:00 pm. The Nelson-Atkins Museum
of Art, 4525 Oak St., Kansas City, MO 64111. Free.
Dance Performance, fashion show, music, and
more. 816-751-1321.
FOLLY KIDS SERIES: I HAVE A DREAM. January
31, 9:45 am-11:00 am. Folly Theater, 300 W. 12th
St., Kansas City, MO 64106. Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. is chronicled in this compelling dramatization
of the life and times of one of the most influential
and charismatic leads of the American Century.
816-474-4444.
LADYSMITH BLACK MAMBAZO. February 8,
7:30 pm. Kauffman Center for the Performing Arts,
1601 Broadway, Kansas City, MO 64108. 816-999-
7200.

MONTHLY MEETINGS
BUILDING BETTER MOMS. The United
Methodist Church of the Resurrection, 13720 Roe

Ave., Leawood, KS.  For local mothers of children
in early childhood, elementary school, middle
school, high school, and for single moms, with
both day and evening meeting times available at
the Leawood campus.  www.cor.org  913-897-0120.
DIVORCECARE AND DIVORCECARE4KIDS.
6:00-7:30 pm. Timothy Lutheran Church, 425 NW
RD Mize Road, Blue Springs, MO.  Help for those
going through or having gone through divorce.
816-228-5300.
WEEKLY - CHRISTIAN BUSINESS MEN’S COM-
MITTEE.Meets weekly in various parts of the city.
Call Jim Mathis, 913-269-6709, for time and loca-
tion. 
WEEKLY – FAITH BASED 12-STEP PROGRAM
OF RECOVERY FROM COMPULSIVE
OVEREATNG. Call Overeater’s Anonymous 913-
383-5933 or visit www.kansascityoa.org for more
information and to access the schedule of various
meetings in the metro area.  
MONTHLY - MISSOURI RIGHT TO LIFE CHAP-
TERS 816-353-4113.
3RD SUNDAY - CANCER SUPPORT GROUP.
6:30-8:00 pm.  Beacon Free Baptist Church, 10825
E. 79th Street, Raytown, MO  64138.  Connect with
others who share your journey, you are not alone.
816-353-7447.
MONDAY – MOMS AND TOTS COMMUNITY.
10:00-11:00 am. Holy Cross Lutheran Church, 7851
W. 119th St., Overland Park, KS. A different activity
each week – story time, play time, Mom’s bible
studies and fellowship, or special outing. A great
way to connect with other moms and young chil-
dren. Contact amyviets@holycross-elca.org for
more info.
MONDAY – HEALING ROOMS MINISTRIES.
3:00-6:00 pm. Healing Rooms of Olathe, 1548 E
Spruce, Olathe, KS 66061. M-T-W by appointment.
www.healingroomsofolathe.com 913-563-2413.
MONDAY - HEALING ROOMS MINISTRIES.
4:00-6:00 pm. Hope City, 5101E. 24th St., Kansas
City, MO.

2ND & 4TH MONDAY – MOPS. 9:30 a.m. MOPS.
First Baptist Raytown, 10500 E 350 Highway, Ray-
town, MO  Support groups for mothers of pre-
school-aged children.  Offers creative activities,
social events & learning opportunities.  816-353-
1994.
TUESDAY - IF NOT FOR GRACE PRAYER. 9:30
am. Crown Pointe Church, 5950 NE Lakewood
Way, Lee’s Summit, MO 64086. kmiller@infg.org 
TUESDAY – FEAR NOT SUPPORT GROUP. 7:00
pm. Lakeland Community Church, 913 NW Colbern
Rd., Lee’s Summit, MO.  Christ-Centered support
group for anxiety and depression. Material based
on the Christian 12 Steps; Serenity Prayer also Anx-
iety Centre “The Anxiety/Phobia Workbook” by
Edmund Bourne.
TUESDAY – CELEBRATE RECOVERY. 7:00 pm.
Holy Cross Lutheran Church, 7851 W. 119th St.,
Overland Park, KS. This 12-step Christ centered
program. Drop in any Tuesday! Contact Craig
Hauser, 913-449-7265 for more info.
TUESDAY – HEARTLAND HEALING ROOMS.
7:00-8:30 pm. Christ Triumphant Church, 401 NE
Chipman Rd., Lee’s Summit, MO. www.heartland-
healingrooms.org. 
1ST TUESDAY - CHRISTIAN NIGHT. 6 - 8 pm.
Skate World, I-35 & Shawnee Mission Parkway,
Mission, KS.  913-262-0711.  
1ST TUESDAY - CREATION SCIENCE ASSOCIA-
TION FOR MID-AMERICA. 7 p.m., Westbrooke
Church, 9777 Antioch, Overland Park, KS. Presen-
tation followed by Q&A; Answers to your questions
regarding Science and the Bible; “Creation Safaris”
(Res. Req’d); www.csama.org (includes link to FB
page) 816-246-4517.
1ST & 3RD TUESDAY - FIBROMYALGIA SUP-
PORT GROUP MEETING. 7:00 pm., Life Springs
Church, Neos Youth Center, 206 N. Webster St.,
Suite 112, Spring Hill, KS. Contact Kim: fibrohope-
andhealing@yahoo.com or 337-852-5052.
1ST & 3RD TUESDAY - GRIEFSHARE. 7-8:30pm.
Timothy Lutheran Ministries, 425 NW RD Mize Rd.,
Blue Springs, MO.  816-228-5300. 
2ND TUESDAY - EQUIPPING BELIEVERS MID-
WEST. 7:00 pm.  Blue Spring, Hampton Inn, 900
NW S. Outer Rd., Blue Springs, MO  64015.  Free
Prayer for healing and freedom from addition,
Free training to heal the sick, evangelize the lost,
set the oppressed free.  913-488-6749.  
2ND & 4TH TUESDAY - “WINGS OF HOPE.”
Blue Springs Christian Church, 7920 S. 7 Hwy, Blue
Springs, MO.  A Christian based ministry to provide
support for families grieving loss through miscar-
riage or infant death, because every life matters.
Email:  wingsofhope@bscc.org.
2ND & 4TH TUESDAY - MOPS. 9:00 am.  Em-
manuel Baptist Church, 10100 Metcalf Ave., Over-
land Park, KS.  913-649-0900.
3RD TUESDAY - LUNCH & LEARN. 12:00 pm. KC
First Church of Nazarene, 11811 State Line Rd.
Kansas City, MO 64114.  Each  session will focus on
a different geographical area or skill set.  Please
bring your own sack lunch; desserts and bever-
ages will be provided.  816-942-9022.
WEDNESDAY – HEALING ROOMS MINISTRIES.
1:30-3:00 pm. Hope City, 5101 E. 24th St., Kansas
City, MO.
WEDNESDAY WEEKLY – LIVING FREE, CHRIST-
CENTERED 12 STEP PROGRAM. Front Modular
, 6:30-8:00.  Abundant Life Baptist Church, 414 SW
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Persels, LS, MO.  816-554-8181.
WEEKLY WEDNESDAY – CHRISTIAN BUSINESS
CONNECTIONS NETWORK.3:00 pm, Gusto! Cof-
fee, 3390 SW Fascination Dr., Lee’s Summit, MO
64081. 816-767-1100.
WEDNESDAY - BREAK TIME CLUB. 9:30am-
1:30pm.  Timothy Lutheran Church, 425 NW R.D.
Mize Rd., Blue Springs, MO 64014.  Enriching en-
vironment for older adults with mental and/or
physical limitation. 816-228-5300.
WEDNESDAY - AL-ANON FAMILY GROUP.
11:30am-12:30pm. First Presbyterian Church, 601
E. Oak St., Pleasant Hill, MO (please use North
basement entrance off Myrtle Street). Are you
troubled by someone else’s drinking? 816-540-
6179
WEDNESDAY – CELEBRATE RECOVERY. 6:30
pm. First Baptist Raytown, 100500 E. 350 Hwy.,
Raytown, MO. Please enter through the rock en-
trance. Meet in room B-116.  For info call: 816-778-
1156 or www.firstbaptistraytown.com
WEDNESDAY – CATCH THE FIRE SOAKING
PRAYER CENTER. 7-9pm. 816-804-8283.
WEDNESDAY – DELIVERANCE – BREAKING
CURSES WORKSHOP. 7:00 pm. First Love Min-
istries Church, 4747 Hadley St., Overland Park, KS.
913-403-9644. Call Tues. – Fri. after 1 p.m.  
2ND WEDNESDAY – LEE’S SUMMIT WOMEN’S
PRAYER CONNECTION. 9:00 –10:30 am.  In a
comfortable setting, we get to know each other
better and take time to pray (silently or audibly)
for our nation, families, Lee’s Summit Women’s
Connection, and our national organization. Call
Millie Mathews for meeting location: 816-537-
9898.
2ND WEDNESDAY - COFFEE CONNECT. 6:30
pm. IHOPU, 12901 S. US Highway, Grandview, MO
64030.  An informal gathering with believers from
different spheres of influence.
www.ihopekc.org/josephcompany. (816) 763-0243
4TH  WEDNESDAY - SOUTH KANSAS CITY
AGLOW. 9:30 a.m.  Grandview Assembly of God
Church, 12400 Grandview Rd., Grandview, MO.
Contact Mary Boston 816-804-5166.
LAST WEDNESDAY - CHRISTIAN LEGAL SOCI-
ETY LUNCHEON. 12:00 pm. Levy & Craig, 1301
Oak, Kansas City, MO. First time guest free. $10.
816-559-2173.
WEEKLY WEDNESDAY - FREEDOM CLASSES.
6:30-8:00pm. Pleasant Valley Baptist, 1600 N. 291
Hwy, Liberty, MO. Meet in the west wing. 816-781-
5959. 

WEDNESDAY – FREE INDEED ADDICTION RE-
COVERY. 6:00 pm. First Baptist Raytown, 10500
E. 350 Hwy., Raytown, MO. Please enter through
the rock entrance. Meet in room B-222. For infor-
mation call 816-778-1156 or www.firstbaptistray-
town.com.
THURSDAY – HEALING ROOMS MINISTRIES.
2:00-8:30 pm. Healing Rooms of Olathe, 1548 E
Spruce, Olathe, KS 66061. M-T-W by appointment.
www.healingroomsofolathe.com 913-563-2413.
THURSDAY - CELEBRATE RECOVERY MEET-
ING. 7:00-9:00pm. Life Church, 16111 S. Lone Elm
Rd., Olathe, KS  66062. 913-829-7511.

1ST THURSDAY – HEART OF AMERICA CHRIS-
TIAN WRITERS’ NETWORK (HACWN). Evangel
Temple, 1414 E 103rd St., KCMO. $3 members, $5
nonmembers. 816-942-1414.
2ND THURSDAY – HOMESCHOOLING 101.7:00
pm. Country Meadows Baptist Church, 4901 S.
Lee’s Summit Rd., Kansas City, MO 64136. Families
for Home Education offers this free class for fam-
ilies considering home education in Missouri. MO
law and record-keeping requirements are pre-
sented, as well as curriculum ideas and area
homeschooling activities. 877-696-6343.
2ND THURSDAY – FIBROMYALGIA SUPPORT
GROUP MEETINGS.6:00 pm. Awaken Whole Life
Center 7th Floor, 1901 NW Blue Parkway, Unity Vil-
lage, MO. Contact Jennifer at stayingstrongto-
gether@gmail.com or 816-977-7469.
2ND THURSDAY - FIBROMYALGIA SUPPORT
GROUP MEETINGS.7:00 pm. Countryside Chris-
tian Church, 6101 Nall Ave., Mission, KS. Contact
Yvonne info@fibrocoalition.org or call 913-384-
4673.
2ND & 4TH THURSDAY - MOPS. 9:00-11:15 am.
(Mothers of Preschoolers) Overland Park First As-
sembly of God, 7700 W 75th Street, OP, KS. A re-
laxed time of fellowship, encouragement, and
support for mothers of children from infants to
kindergarten.  Childcare provided.  Brunch served.
RSVP appreciated. 913-432-3281 or
opagmops@gmail.com
2ND & 4TH THURSDAY - ARCHDIOCESAN

CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP. 7:30 pm.
Catholic Life Center, Cure of Ars Parish, 9360 Mis-
sion Rd, Leawood, KS. Fellowship follows. 913-649-
2026.
3RD THURSDAY - GLUTEN FREE GROUP. 7pm.
Timothy Lutheran Church, Fireplace Room, 425
NW R.D. Mize Rd., Blue Springs, MO. 816-228-5300.
3RD THURSDAY – FOOD DISTRIBUTION BY
HARVESTER’S. 4:00 pm. Fort Osage Church of
the Nazarene, 19333 E. 24 Hwy, Independence, MO
64056. 816-796-5879.
FRIDAY – CELEBRATE RECOVERY MEETINGS.
7:00 pm. New Hope Church of the Nazarene, 4330
N. Oak Trafficway, Kansas City, MO 64116. 12 steps
program for all life’s hurts, hang-ups and habits.
816-452-8442.

FRIDAY - REFORMERS UNANIMOUS. 7PM. Fel-
lowship Baptist Church, 901 E. 23rd St., Independ-
ence, MO. Faith based addictions program (any
and all addictions). 816-252-3268.
2ND FRIDAY – FIBROMYALGIA SUPPORT
GROUP MEETING. 3:00-4:30 pm. Lawrence Pub-
lic Library, 707 Vermont St., meeting room C.,
Lawrence, KS. Contact: Rachel at
rachelfibro@gmail.com. 785-979-5393. (11:00 am-
7:00 pm.)  
2ND AND 4TH FRIDAY – MOPS. 9:30 am. Grace
Christian Fellowship Church, 7230 Quivira Rd.,
Shawnee, KS 66216. Support group for Moms of
preschool aged children. Offers creative activities,
social events and learning opportunities. 913-268-
6300.
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A new late-night television series
being aired on the Discovery Channel
and ABC Family showcases real-life
stories from people who reveal how
Jesus Christ rescued them from the pit
of deepest darkness.
Evangelist Jay Lowder of Wichita

Falls, Texas, said in a recent interview
that he first got the idea to create "The

Darkest Hour" while on vacation with
his family in New York City.
As he stood in the middle of Grand

Central Station, he watched the masses
of people walking around aimlessly yet
still consumed by the rat race of life.
"A thought popped into my mind,

and I can't say why but just that God
prompted it," Lowder recalled.

He realized that the vast majority of
the Northeasterners he was watching
probably didn't share his Christian
background and would likely not have
the opportunity to know Jesus unless
someone reached them unconvention-
ally. Sharing the Gospel with them
would require a new paradigm and
some creativity.
Seemingly out of nowhere, he got the

idea to create a decidedly non-preachy
television show to be aired in the wee
hours of the morning featuring people
sharing their harrowing stories of life in
the ditch and how coming to know

Jesus Christ restored them. 
After praying about it for a few

months and then surrendering the
matter he got a random phone call
from a woman in the television indus-
try and started exploring the possibility
of launching such a show. The cost of
doing this, he soon discovered, was ex-
tremely expensive and he got discour-
aged.
"She said to me, 'Well, you know Jay,

I don't know you but based on what
I've heard about you and what I've seen
on the internet, I would have thought
that if there was anybody that could
have believed God for something big, it
would have been you,'" Lowder said.
"'And, if you're worried about

money, you're worried about the wrong
thing,' she added, 'Because if God's in
it the least problem you have is money.
He owns the cattle on a thousand
hills.'"
Gobsmacked, Lowder resolved to
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PORTLAND, Ore. – An evangelical

seminary professor is calling The Shack
the "greatest deception foisted on the
church in the last 200 years" and urging
Christian leaders to speak out against
it ahead of its release as a movie.
James B. DeYoung, professor of New

Testament language and literature at
Western Seminary in Portland, Ore.,
says controversy over the 2007 best-
selling book by William Paul Young
will resurface when the film is released
March 3.
The Shack, a New York Times best

seller, has sold 25 million book copies
and was printed in 41 languages.
Though the author, like others, uses

fiction "as a servant" of theology, the al-
legorical book has an unbiblical view of
God, DeYoung said, and clearly affirms
universalism – that is, that all people
will be saved.
"I maintain that The Shack repre-

sents the greatest deception foisted on
the church in the last 200 years!" DeY-
oung wrote in a column for
MovieGuide.org. "Not since the time of
the colonies and Isaac Backus has uni-
versalism been in such ascendency in
the public psyche. The Shack is not a

new Pilgrim's Progress for our day but
a house of deceit deserving destruc-
tion."
DeYoung is the author of Burning

Down The Shack, a book that critiques
the popular novel.
Although John Bunyan's The Pil-

grim's Progress has been compared to
The Shack and both books employ al-
legory, the two could not be more dif-
ferent, DeYoung wrote. Bunyan "took
the teaching of Scripture and allego-
rized it," but "the theology promoted in
[William Paul] Young's novel is of a
particularly sinister and heretical vari-
ety."
"William Young departs from an

evangelical understanding of God, in
whom holiness and love are equally
balanced, to a universalist understand-
ing of God, in whom love is para-
mount and judgment and holiness are
considered to be in conflict with his
love," DeYoung wrote. "In comparison
with Bunyan, Young denies that there

is future punishment and that God
punishes sin."
Just as readers can learn a lot about

the theology of "Pilgrim's Progress" by
studying Bunyan, they also can learn
about the theology of "The Shack" by
examining that author's theology, DeY-
oung wrote.
"I have known the author of The

Shack, Young, for more than a dozen
years. In 2004, Young wrote a lengthy
document in which he rejected his
evangelical faith and embraced univer-
salism," DeYoung wrote. "... He said
then: that evangelical faith and its
teaching about judgment makes God
'grossly unjust'; that 'Jesus is a million
times more vicious and vindictive than
Pharaoh, Nero or Hitler put together';
that Jesus Christ is 'not the Savior from
sins'; that Jesus died 'a failure and in
vain and never saved anyone'; thus
Jesus 'is not even a good man but a liar,
a rogue and a deceiving rascal'; that
'Calvary is a farce, a travesty and a
sham.'"
Young then "began work on a novel

proclaiming universalism for his chil-
dren." And then three years later Young
"rewrote the fiction and published it as
The Shack, in part his autobiography."
In promotion for another new

Young novel, Eve, he says: "The Shack
shattered our limited perceptions of
God. Eve will destroy our harmful mis-

conceptions about ourselves. ..."
In the book The Shack, Young

quotes God as saying: "I am not who
you think I am," and, "Perhaps your
understanding of God is wrong."
Traditionally, evangelical churches

have stood as obstacles to universalism,
DeYoung wrote, such as in the late
1700s when the heresy was spreading
throughout the colonies. Evangelical
churches need once again to sound the
alarm. Major Christian publishers,
DeYoung added, largely "have failed" in
warning Christians about The Shack.
So here we media people are faced

with one of the greatest challenges in
our nation's history, DeYoung wrote.
"Will God grant once again to us a re-
vival and a new reformation of biblical

truth to withstand the onslaught of the
inclusivism and universalism of our
day, represented by The Shack, or will
we be overwhelmed by false teaching?
"Will we influence the church to be-

come a 'complete man, to the measure
of the stature of the fullness of Christ,
so we may no longer be children, tossed
here and there by waves and carried
about with every wind of doctrine by
the trickery of men, by craftiness with
deceitful scheming, but, speaking the
truth in love, we may grow up in all
things into Him, who is the head,
Christ Himself ' (Eph. 4:13-15)"?

–Michael Foust is a Christian enter-
tainment reviewer and author who also
writes at michaelfoust.com.

MOVIES, BOOKS, MUSIC & MORE!

entertainment film411
THE SHACK

STARRING:Sam Worthington, 
Octavia Spencer,  Papa / Elouisa, Radha
Mitchell, Ryan Robbins, Tim McGraw
DIRECTOR: Stuart Hazeldine

A recent episode of The Darkest Hour, Alisa's story

See DARKEST page 19

Evangelist creates 'The Darkest Hour' TV series to reach people with the Gospel in moments of deep despair

by Michael Foust

Professor warns film The Shack is ‘greatest deception’ to church in the last 200 years



Christianity Today has released its
annual book awards list. The annual
list notes books most likely to shape
evangelical life, thought, and culture.
“Reading helped fuel the Reforma-

tion, and in turn, the Reformation
helped fuel the spread of reading,” the
magazine states. “As we mark the an-
niversary of the 95 Theses this year, our
spiritual and theological debts to
Luther are obvious. But it’s worth re-
membering, too, how Luther’s prolific
pen and publishing genius helped
mold evangelicals into a “people of the
book,” in more ways than one.
“These awards are just one small

way of keeping that legacy alive,” says
Matt Reynolds, associate editor at CT.
For a complete list and award of merit
winners, visit ChristianityToday.com

Apologetics / Evangelism
Making Sense of God: An Invitation to the
Skeptical
Timothy Keller (Viking)
“Making Sense of God is not a pa-

rade of logical evidence for God, but
rather a profound reflection on the ex-

istential realities of
being human. Keller
asks, simply, “Is the
secular view of the
world capable of mak-
ing sense of the things
secularists themselves
properly value: free-
dom, individuality,

justice, community, rationality, per-
sonal meaning, human rights?” His
answer is a convincing no. Not only
does Christianity make rational sense,
Keller argues, but it also does justice to
the totality of human experience.” —
Gregory Koukl, founder and president,
Stand to Reason

Biblical Studies
Echoes of Scripture in the Gospels
Richard Hays (Baylor University Press)
“Hays reveals how deeply the Old

Testament shaped the Gospel writers,
showing how each of them uniquely
expresses the stories of Israel, Jesus,
and the church. The academy often
views the New Testament authors’ use

of the Old as misguided at best or ma-
nipulative at worst, but Hays effectively

shows how the their
readings were in-
spired, intelligent, and
imaginative.” —David
T. Lamb, professor of
Old Testament, Bibli-
cal Theological Semi-
nary

Christian Living / Disciple-
ship
Crossing the Waters: Following Jesus
through the Storms, the Fish, the Doubt,
and the Seas
Leslie Leyland Fields (NavPress)
“Drawing from a trip to Israel and

from her family’s lives as salmon fish-
ermen on a remote island in Alaska,
Fields shows what it means to be a

child of God in the
world today. We get a
clear picture of what
Jesus was doing with
his disciples, his fol-
lowers, his critics, and
his family in and
around the Sea of

Galilee.”—Lore Ferguson Wilbert,
blogger at Sayable.net

The Church /
Pastoral Leadership
How to Preach and Teach the Old Testa-
ment for All Its Worth
Christopher J. H. Wright (Zondervan)
“Preaching from the Old Testament

can intimidate the best of us. Wright’s
excellent book combines a robust bib-
lical framework with practical com-
munication steps in an easy-to-read

style. Each Old Testa-
ment genre is given
ample teaching exam-
ples along with hands-
on checklists that help
the preacher toward
faithful proclamation.
Even more refreshing

is the emphasis on exalting Jesus in
ways that are true to the text and rele-
vant to our culture.” —Zack Eswine,

director of homiletics, Covenant Sem-
inary

Culture & The Arts
75 Masterpieces Every Christian Should
Know: The Fascinating Stories behind
Great Works of Art, Literature, Music, and
Film
Terry Glaspey (Baker)
“The prevailing assumption is that

evangelicals and art don’t really get
along. Glaspey deftly undermines this
idea by making the case for integrating
a range of masterpieces into Christian

tradition. He does this
in the best way possi-
ble, not by offering
conceptual reasons
why Christians should
care about art, but by
getting down to busi-
ness and revealing the

work itself, piece by piece.” —S. D.
Kelly, essayist

Fiction
The Confessions of X
Suzanne M. Wolfe (Thomas Nelson)
“In this gripping, beautifully written

historical novel, Wolfe brings the an-
cient city of Carthage to life, immers-
ing readers in the experiences that
shaped the theology of Augustine of

Hippo. In her deftly
told and well-re-
searched story, the un-
named woman whom
Augustine loved and
lived with for 13 years
rises from the foot-
notes of history to be-

come a dynamic, fully-fleshed
character.” —Amy Peterson, writer and
assistant director of honors program-
ming, Taylor University

Missions / Global Church
Joyful Witness in the Muslim World: Shar-
ing the Gospel in Everyday Encounters
Evelyne Reisacher (Baker Academic)
“Perhaps understandably, much of

our attention to the Muslim world—
on the news, and in the church—re-
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move forward, telling his wife that "the
day we quit attempting to do some-
thing great for God is the day we need
to quit ministry. If we're not going to
do something that is so much bigger
than us, that if God didn't get involved
it wouldn't happen, we don't need to be
doing it."
"The Darkest Hour" was thus born.
Each episode of the series lasts for 30

minutes and highlights real people with
harrowing backgrounds whose lives
have taken them to hell and back. As
they describe how they emerged from
the grisly pits of addiction, violence and
torment they don't sugarcoat the sin
and hopelessness they experienced.
The series is free from Christianese

and trite religious platitudes. Lowder
has interviewed people of all ages and

races who've been raped and sexually
abused, had limbs blown off their body
in war, and people who suffer from
PTSD. 
Lowder said that he wants the show

to reach those who come home late at
night, perhaps after an evening of par-
tying, and turn on the TV.
Born and raised in Texas, Lowder de-

scribed himself as an "unbelieving be-
liever." 
He had an intellectual grasp on the

faith and said prayers as a child, but it
never sank into his heart.
"I was a hypocrite, one of those who

got wasted on Saturday night and went
to church on Sunday morning," he
said.
By the time he turned 21, his own life

was such a wreck that he almost com-
mitted suicide. 
But God miraculously intervened

through a series of circumstances such

that he knew the Lord was trying to get
his attention.
"I ran to Jesus faster than Usain Bolt

can run the 100-meter dash. I just
wanted to know Christ. And when I
met Him. My life changed so dramati-
cally my mother said to me two weeks
later, 'I don't even know who you are,
you're not the same person.'"
"The Darkest Hour" is what Lowder

calls "a backdoor approach."
How each interviewee on the show

found hope in Christ isn't revealed
until the final few minutes "because we
want to use the power of story," Lowder
said.
For viewers who are moved by what

they watch and are interested in explor-
ing what it means to follow Jesus, at the
end of each episode a list of resources
is provided, including his book, What
Do I Do Now? as a means of follow-up
discipleship.

Christianity Today’s announces 2017 book awards

See BOOKS page 21
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Happy New Year! I hope your first
month of 2017 is an introduction to a
wonderful new year of surprises and joy,
as only our Father and His Son can give.
I also pray the “holiday blues” are re-
placed by God’s love and grace. Okay,
now for the music news…
GRAMMY nominated Zach

Williams released his new full-length
album at the end of December, he an-
nounced at a performance in his home-
town, Jonesboro, Arkansas. Slated for
Spring 2017, this was a surprise to many
fans and music media. The digital
album, Chain Breaker (Essential
Records) was released Dec. 19 after gar-
nering so much support for his EP of
the same name, and the physical version
will be available January 27. The album
contains the five original songs from his
EP, and five new tracks. Any fans of
NEEDTOBREATHE, Rhett Walker
Band, and Brandon Heath would likely
enjoy this new release.
The Salvation Army celebrated its

traditional Red Kettle Campaign last
month of course, but along with their
campaign the Grammy-winning rock
band Blues Traveler released their ver-
sion of “Go Tell It On the Mountain,”
with all proceeds from the download
sales going to fund The Salvation Army. 
"Music is an important part of the

Salvation Army's history, so there is no
better way for us to celebrate the season
than through song," Lt. Col. Ron Bus-

roe, national community relations and
development secretary for The Salva-
tion Army, said in a recent interview, “to
have an iconic group like Blues Traveler
do something so selfless in the name of
our organization is very inspiring to
us…"
Blues Traveler vocalist John Popper

was also honored to be a part of the cel-
ebration. 
"After learning all the ways the Salva-

tion Army helps people in need, we
wanted to help too. Their impact on
feeding and sheltering people who need
it most is undeni-
able, and we are
grateful."
This is about a

month late, but you
can still purchase the
song and contribute
to Salvation Army.
Blues Traveler's rendition of "Go Tell It
on the Mountain" is now available for
purchase through bluestraveler.com or
via the iTunes store and on Amazon.
Finally, set for release this coming

spring, The Beatitudes Project will in-
cludes an a full-length album, Beati-
tudes, with The Fuel Music, a book:
Words From the Hill (An Invitation to
the Unexpected) from NavPress, and a
documentary film currently finishing.
Revealing connected stories, the Beati-
tudes Project presents “real people from

all faiths and walks of life who embody
mercy, poverty, meekness, the hungry
and thirsty, the peacemakers, the
mourners, and the pure in heart--as
seen, heard and experienced through a
twenty-first century lens.”
Guitarist, songwriter and author Stu

Garrard's (Stu G) has been working on
this venture for over ten years, using
"blessings at the bottom of life" as inspi-
ration. For the album, he explored in
community with like-minded artists
across a wide swath in the musical land-
scape. Celebrated artists like Amy Grant,

Michael W. Smith
and Martin Smith
join singer/songwrit-
ers like Matt Maher,

Audrey Assad, John Mark McMillan,
Joel Houston and Amanda Cook and
innovators like Propaganda, All Sons &
Daughters, Terrian Bass and The Bril-
liance--artists who collectively have sold
more than 62 million records, won 11
Grammy, 90 Dove Awards and amassed
dozens of hit songs and millions of fol-
lowers on social media--to unearth the

words of Jesus in unexpected ways.
"The Beatitudes Project is meant to

be a reset button in a world plagued
with violence and division," Stu G said.
"These upside-down Jesus announce-
ments on a hillside by the Sea of Galilee
in Matthew 5 where Jews, Greeks, Ro-
mans and people of all ethnicities were
gathered are a reminder that there is an-
other way."
For more information, including free

downloads (for a limited time), visit
Noisetrade.com.

D.C. 
JEANES 
Metro Voice 
music critic

musicscene

REPLACE THE HOLIDAY BLUES WITH GOOD MUSIC
Salvation Army celebrates 
another year of fund-raising



volves around war,
terrorism, and other
pervasive challenges.
But Reisacher shows
us the story we’re
missing. From a life-
time of missionary
service, she reflects on

how God’s image is beautifully re-
flected in the Muslim men and women
she’s befriended. And she calls us to

share our faith not out of fear or anger,
but out of joy rooted in the hope of
Christ.” —Christopher Horst, vice
president of development, HOPE In-
ternational

Spiritual Formation
The Listening Life: Embracing Attentive-
ness in a World of Distraction
Adam McHugh (IVP)
“At a time when we are drowning in

words—both digital and spoken—this
quiet little book throws us a life pre-
server. The Listening Life is gentle,

thoughtful, biblical,
and eminently prac-
tical. It outlines a
broad theology of lis-
tening alongside spe-
cific and clear
practices that teach
the reader to listen in

a new way. Whether you are a loud
lover of words or a shy lover of soli-
tude, this book will likely convict you.”
—Tish Harrison Warren, author of
Liturgy of the Ordinary
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BOOKS
continued from page 19

BESTSELLERS
Top Books    – by The ECPA
1 THE MAGNOLIA STORY, CHIP & JOANNA
GAINES
2 JESUS ALWAYS, SARAH YOUNG
3  JESUS CALLING-Hardcover, SARAH YOUNG
4 SHAKEN, TIM TEBOW
5 UNINVITED, LYSA TERKEURST
6  THE 5 LOVE LANGUAGES, GARY CHAPMAN
7 A BAXTER FAMILY CHRISTMAS, 
KAREN KINGSBURY

8  THINK BETTER, LIVE BETTER, JOEL OSTEEN
9 BECAUSE OF BETHLEHEM, MAX LUCADO
10 THE BROKEN WAY, ANN VOSKAMP

Top Christian Songs on Radio
FOR THE WEEK OF CHRISTMAS
1 ME AND JESUS, SUNDANCE HEAD
2 CHAIN BREAKER, ZACH WILLIAMS
3 OCEANS (WHERE FEET MAY FAIL), 
HILLSONG UNITED

4 FEEL INVINCIBLE, SKILLET  
5 KING OF THE WORLD, NATALIE GRANT
6 JESUS, CHRIS TOMLIN 
7 THY WILL, HILLARY SCOTT & THE SCOTT 
FAMILY  VIDEO

8 THE LION AND THE LAMB, BIG DADDY
WEAVE

9 RISE, DANNY GOKEY
10 COME ALIVE (DRY BONES),LAUREN DAIGLE
–Compiled by Billboard

Too often, the phrases “family
friendly” and “good movie” just don’t go
together. I watched several films in 2016
that certainly could be considered fam-
ily friendly -- but artistically were atro-
cious. I also viewed quite a few movies
that’d I’d label “good” -- but that had
content not suitable for children.
Thankfully, though, I watched several

very good films in 2016 that also are ap-
propriate for families. 
Here are my top nine, in alphabetical

order:
Ben Hur (2016 – PG-13) – Perhaps Hol-

lywood should not have remade the
1959 classic, but this new version is
good, nevertheless. Ben-Hur is set dur-
ing the time of Christ and spotlights two
brothers: Judah Ben-Hur (Jack Huston),
a Jewish prince, and his adoptive
brother, Messala (Toby Kebbell), a
Roman army officer. Their relationship
is tested when Judah is falsely accused of

attempting to assassinate Pontius Pilate
and is sentenced to work as a slave. Rec-
ommended for teens. 

Finding Dory (PG) –Dory is a regal blue
tang fish who was split up from her par-
ents years ago and has been searching
for them ever since. Her task would be
difficult enough in the midst of a big
blue sea, but it's compounded because
she has short-term memory loss. She
doesn't remember their names, where
they lived, or even what they looked like.
Finding Dory is among the cleanest
mainstream films I’ve seen. It also has a
great message about disabilities. Recom-
mended for all ages. 

Hillsong: Let Hope Rise (PG)  – Hillsong
United has sold more than 17 million
albums, packed arenas around the
world, and seen their songs skyrocket in
popularity within churches. But few
Christians know the story behind the
band that produced "Oceans" and
"Touch The Sky.”  Let Hope Rise was di-
rected by acclaimed documentarian
Michael John Warren and is one of the
best music documentaries I’ve watched.
Recommended for all ages. 

I Am Not Ashamed (PG-13) – This one
tells the true story of Rachel Scott, who
was the first person killed during the

Columbine High School mass shooting
in 1999. When asked by one of the gun-
men, "Do you still believe in God?" she
reportedly
responded,
"You know
I do" – be-
fore being
shot. But
the mas-
sacre itself
lasts barely
a minute in the film, which instead spot-
lights her desire to live out her faith in a
public school. Recommended for older
children and teens. 

Miracles From Heaven (PG) – Based on
real events, it follows the story of a 9-
year-old girl who was suffering from a
painful and incurable abdominal disor-
der when she fell 30 feet from a tree and
was feared dead, only to survive and dis-
cover that her body had been healed –
not just from the fall but from the ab-
dominal condition. It’s a great film to
discuss the role of miracles in today’s
world. Jennifer Garner stars as the
daughter’s mom. Recommended for
older children and teens. 

Pete’s Dragon (PG) – For years, the
older folks in the area have told stories
of a dragon that lives deep in the wilder-
ness, although most people assumed it
was simply a legend. But not Pete, a 10-
year-old Tarzan-looking orphan whose
parents died in a car crash – and who
wondered into the forest and befriended
a real-life flying green dragon he calls El-
liot. My favorite line in the film: “Just be-
cause you don't see something doesn't
mean it's not true.” There’s some theo-
logical truth in that, don’t you think?
Recommended for all ages.

Risen (PG-13) – This historical fiction
film is built on a simple premise: How
would Roman officials -- and specifi-
cally Pilate -- have reacted when they
learned of the empty tomb? Risen posits
that Pilate would have ordered his mili-
tary to search for the body of Christ.
What follows is a detective-type story

that is inspiring and moving – even if we
assume we know how it all will end.

Joseph Fiennes plays Clavius, the man
who searches for the body. Recom-
mended for older children and teens. 

Rogue One (PG-13) – Jyn Erso is like a
lot of young people in the Star Wars
universe -- separated from her parents
at a young age, she has grown up with a
streak of defiance and a dogged deter-
mination that either is going to make
her the hero or the goat. In other words,
she is just the type of person the Rebel

Alliance needs in its quest to halt the
Empire’s march of death through the
galaxy. Rogue One has quite a bit of vi-
olence, but it also has no language or
sexuality. It’s No. 4 on my list of best Star
Wars films. Recommended for older
children and teens. 

Storks (PG) – Nate is an only child
who wants a sibling, and so he sends a
handwritten letter to Stork Mountain,
asking the company to bring him a
brother. There's one big problem: The
storks are no longer in the baby busi-
ness. Fear not, though, because the letter
ends up in the hands of a clueless com-
pany worker, who accidentally turns on
the non-operational baby-making ma-
chine. The company CEO vows to stop
the delivery. This hilarious movie has a
great lesson for workaholic parents. But
my recommendation comes with an as-
terisk: A rapid sequence at the very end
shows different types of couples receiv-
ing babies, including two moms and
two dads. My son missed the split-sec-
ond scene, but it’s worth knowing about
ahead of time. Otherwise, recom-
mended for all ages. 

Jungle Book (2016 -- PG) – I’m not sure
how many live-action Jungle Book
movies we truly need – there was one in
1994 and another one is set for 2018 --
but this latest version is a delight. It tells
the well-known story of a young boy
named Mowgli, raised by wolves, who is
trying to get back to the “man village.”
But his nemesis, the tiger Shere Khan,
hopes to kills him first. The CGI version
of the animals is spectacular. A little
scary at times, but mostly recom-
mended for all ages.

–Michael Foust has covered the film in-
dustry for more than a decade and is the
father of four small children. Visit his blog:
MichaelFoust.com

The 10 best family-friendly movies of 2016
by Michael Foust

No more boring resolutions
this year! Even the Chicago
Cubs are world champions
after a 108 year drought! Small
goals don’t motivate us. No
more “lose five pounds, exer-
cise a little more, and clean out
the garage.” C’mon, man! Go
big or go home!
1. Write one encouraging

note to someone every week.
Emails don’t count. Charles Swindoll tells the story of visiting in the home of
a family that he had known quite a while. Framed on their wall was an en-
couraging note he had scratched off in haste on a piece of notebook paper
years before. We can scarcely appreciate the value of a personal, handwritten
note from someone we respect.
2. Read the Bible and pray daily.And if you miss a day, get back on your

horse and do it the next day. Cut yourself some slack. We live by grace, not by
legalism. Ask God for the time and space to do so and don’t be surprised if He
takes you up on that request!
3. Visit a church of another ethnic group.Remember how after the shoot-

ing at the Emmanuel AME Church of Charleston, the members responded
with forgiveness and love in the midst of their pain? The next week, all the
churches in my childhood home of Andalusia, Ala., met for a joint prayer
service at city hall. And once or twice a year, a mostly white church and a
mostly black church there meet together for a worship service. One doesn’t
have to go far in San Diego to find predominantly African-American, His-
panic, Korean, Japanese, Chaldean, Ethiopian, Indian, Egyptian, Chinese, or
one of many other ethnic Christian gatherings. 
4. Re-read or read for the first time one of the great Christian books that

has changed lives.Mere Christianity by C.S. Lewis, Evidence that Demands a
Verdict by Josh McDowell, or a biography like Bonhoeffer, by Eric Metaxas.
You’re likely to be a different person, in a different place in life now than when
you first encountered it.
5. Do something for someone who cannot do for themselves.Visit a shut-

in or a hospital patient; sometimes 5 or 10 minutes can brighten a day. Offer
to help fix someone’s car. Drive someone to chemotherapy and sit with them.
6. Did you know that with modern technology, you can watch or listen to

one of the great sermons of all time online? Look up Francis Chan’s “Rope
Illustration,” or Billy Graham’s “Who is Jesus?” or Adrian Rogers’ “People God
Uses.” If this doesn’t stir your soul, better check your pulse. 
7. Plan a mission trip and bring a young person along. Nothing will cure

the disease of “entitlement” more permanently than sharing the love of Christ
in another country.
So there you have it. Seven possible resolutions. You could start several of

them today. Or maybe God leads you to others. Press on!

SEVEN EXCITING NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTIONS
by Bill Smith
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As we look back on 2016, we see a year
that brought celebration and sadness,
hope and horror, the unexpected and the
unbelievable. But, it was also a year where
Christian prayer and action made a dif-
ference, even if challenges remain.
During the year, we saw a respected de-

fender of Christian virtue laid to rest and
an unlikely candidate triumph, as well as
a fairy-tale summer sports miracle and a
series of malignant massacres. 2016
writes its final chapters we can take a mo-
ment to reflect on news stories that might
have special significance for Christians.
Five stand out, in no particular order.

Presidential election
Evangelicals flocked to the polls in No-

vember to demonstrate decisively that
they remain a moral force within Amer-
ica. With nearly every poll predicting de-
feat of their candidate, evangelical votes
surged beyond expectation, propelling
Donald Trump into the White House. To
be sure, not all evangelicals supported
Trump, but by far the majority did.
To them, he represented
a candidate who was
open to hearing their
concerns about cultural
and legal changes that
run counter to common
Christian values. Trump's
positions also resonated with
middle-class voters, a group
that has been shrinking for the
last 20 years, but is far from
gone. As the new year ap-
proaches, Trump supporters
will need to remain united in
their desire for a better nation, if
they want to see their concerns
turn into concrete changes.

The World Series
Like the plot of a feel-good

movie, the Chicago Cubs, after
more than a century, finally
brought home a World Series

championship to the Windy City. For
long-suffering Cubs fans, it was an affir-
mation of loyalty. For Christians, it was a
symbol of the power of perseverance. For
108 years, Cubs fans have waited, attend-
ing games year after year, sometimes get-
ting close, but never quite getting to the
top. While individual fans might have de-
spaired, the long-suffering fan base never
did. For Christians inclined to give up on

an America they see as increasingly
secularized, they might want to
look to the Cubs and their
adamant refusal to give up. De-
spite decades of disappoint-
ment, they triumphed. And
they also reminded us to have

some fun and enjoy the excitement
along the way.

Supreme Court Justice
Antonin Scalia

No one doubted the force of
his convictions or the intellectual
clarity of Supreme Court Justice
Antonin Scalia. His voice stood
for conservative Christian val-
ues in the highest court of the
land for 30 years, and he
often articulated those values

with a vigor that gave
added weight to his
opinions and his

dissents. He held that the court's deci-
sions should be guided by what the Con-
stitution meant to those who wrote it,
leading him to oppose same-sex marriage
and support attempts to curb abortion.
Scalia, who was named to the Supreme
Court in 1986, died in February 2016. Re-
publicans in Congress vowed to delay
consideration of a replacement until 2017
to ensure that Scalia's seat would be filled
by another conservative, and it will be up
to President Trump to make that nomi-
nation.

Transgender bathroom bills
Few issues seemed more puzzling than

the spate of transgender bathroom bills,
one of which was a primary reason that
North Carolina Gov. McCrory lost his bid
for re-election. North Carolina was the
only state that implemented a bathroom
bill, though it was considered in 18 other
states as well. Practically, a bathroom bill
is meant to bar transgender individuals
from using a restroom other than the one
that represents their sex at birth. But there
were many other factors related to the
new law. North Carolina's bill is in
abeyance while a similar case is being re-
viewed by the U.S. Supreme Court, giving
thoughtful Christians a chance to pray

that the right decision comes from our
nation's highest judicial body.

ISIS genocide of Christians
The radical Islamic state of ISIS con-

tinues its appalling series of atrocities —
slaughtering Christians systematically as
part of its religious mission — as it fights
for its life in Syria and Iraq. ISIS has tar-
geted Christians for several years, and
many have fled towns and villages to
avoid being under its control. ISIS's
mantra of blood and death has been a
scourge in the Middle East and a motiva-
tor of terror attacks in the West. Many
Christian organizations have reached out
to the victims of ISIS, and they continue
to ask for prayers for God's guidance so
that the afflicted may be comforted and
the slaughter might end.

Coming up ....
As 2017 begins, Christians can look

back with both pride and alarm. Much
has been accomplished, but much re-
mains to be done. As we consider Christ's
message of hope and peace, salvation and
forgiveness, we can unite in prayer and
action to work on spreading His message
throughout the year.
Happy New Year, everyone!

FIVE STORIES OF SPECIAL SIGNIFICANCE TO CHRISTIANS IN 2016

viewpoint

PALMER
HOLT
President of InChrist
Communications Inc.
and communications
professional

Photos (clockwise from top): Trump
began a “Thank You” tour in Decem-
ber, visiting the states not won by a
Republican in decades. Supreme
Court Justice Antonin Scali. A Yezidi
mother and children fleeing ISIS ad-
vances in Iraq. (Inset): Chicago Cubs
outfielder Ben Zobrist celebrates
after hitting a RBI double against the
Cleveland Indians in the 10th inning in
game seven of the 2016 World Series
at Progressive Field in Cleveland,
Ohio, on November 3, 2016.

I know that the news media (in fumbling as to
where to put the blame during the night of the election
outcome) came up with blaming the non-college grad-
uate white males. This somewhat blew me away, it was
sort of grabbed out of the air. Their upset certainly told
us where their loyalties had been all along.  Personally,
I feel that the Catholic Church stepped up and is truly
responsible for the result of this election.  The fear of
the other candidate being elected was extremely up-
setting to me for the Congress, Supreme Court, more

freedom to kill the unborn, the loss of the Hyde
Amendment, it was all too much.  It turned out to be
a better choice, certainly not the best it could have been
prior to the primaries, but the best none the less.
For the first time in my memory the Catholic clergy

discussed the importance of the election results on life.
For the first time, I saw them not afraid of losing
parishioners.  They stood up in the pulpit and gave the
Catholic teachings on abortion and euthanasia without
regard to the personal consequences of doing so. The
TRUTH became the more important issue.  I was so
proud of all of those who stood up and “damn the tor-
pedoes”.  Of course, there were some who took the old

line and didn’t want to put themselves on the firing line
but for those who did CONGRATULATIONS your
church is very, very proud of you.
I feel that the clergy will be called on in the future to

defend life and our faith.  Things will become more
difficult but hopefully, now at least, we may have a
chance to live in truth not the bent truth as society
would like but the real truth.  We can have power to
shape our country as it was meant to be “One country
under God with liberty and justice for all”. 
Thank you again.
Maryann Peale
Lee’s Summit, MO

letter to the editor

SHARE YOUR OPINION WITH US. IT’S EASY!
dwight@metrovoicenews.com • twitter.com/metrovoice

facebook.com/metrovoicenews
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CARETAKERS OF THOSE WITH SPE-
CIAL NEEDS: Millions of families are
looking for what we have.  For informa-
tion text or voice mail New Life Enter-
prises at 816-607-1533 with your contact
info and the best time to reach you.  
HOUSEPARENT NEEDED MOTHER'S
REFUGE. If you would like to work with

young mothers and babies.  Several shifts
available.Do not need to live here.  Send
resumeto Kimberlee
@MothersRefuge.org
GUITAR LESSONS FOR THE LEARNING
DISABLED.  Experienced and successful
teacher.  For more information go to:
http://www.happynoise.com

MAMURIC STUDIOS HAS OPENINGS
for reading, writing, math, test prepara-
tions, French and Spanish as well as

piano, voice, guitar, and music theory. In-
structor/tutor is degreed and has 14
years of experience and teaches in a fun

and meaningful context. For more info, please call/text Kathleen (913)206-2151

Place your classified ad with Metro Voice
CALL TODAY: 816.524.4522

Need Holiday Cash?  FOCUS can help!
Focus Workforces is currently seeking warehouse associates that can 
perform a variety of job duties and functions in a distribution Facility in
Kansas City, MO!  We are looking for candidates that possess the desire
and the ability to work in a fast paced environment! 
If you are driven and ready for a new challenge, we want to interview YOU!
Currently Hiring For:

Pickers                           Order Selectors                   Packers          
General Labor                    Production Work             Special Projects
All jobs are in Kansas City, MO at Guitar Center Distribution Facility!
All Shifts Available-7 days/week!  Pay up to $12.50/hour + Overtime!
Must be able to work up to 12 hour shifts.

Apply at:
www.workatfocus.com

In person at 616 NW Englewood Rd. Kansas City, MO 64118
Call (816)4551444 To schedule a time to come in!

The 41-minute program with Pastor
Carl Lentz on Super Soul Sunday, Oprah’s
self-help TV show designed to let viewers
“awaken to their best selves.” The show has
featured an eclectic mix of prominent peo-
ple, including Maya Angelou, Elie Wiesel,
Ram Dass, and Marianne Williamson.
It seems a close friend of Oprah had

talked up Hillsong’s 8,000-member com-
munity in the heart of Manhattan and ex-
tolled its rock star pastor who preaches in
nightclubs and theaters across the city.
Lentz began by telling Oprah his core

mission is soul transformation. “If you get
your soul right, your behavior will change,”
he noted. “This is not behavior modifica-
tion. You can change your behavior and still
have a rotten soul.”
Oprah said she was struck by the fact

that his approach de-emphasized “religion”
in favor of a relationship with God.
He told her he didn’t have the power to

transform anyone. “People waste so much
time doing it in their own strength and
they can’t figure out why it’s not working,”
he noted.
“If you allow God, if you will bow your

knee…admit your need of God and if you
do that… there is a moment where repen-
tance matters,” he said. Lentz said it’s im-
portant to “hand over the keys” to God and
let him drive your life, because “God can
drive better than you can.”
While Lentz directed his remarks gener-

ally to viewers, his message also seemed
pointed at Oprah herself. He said salvation
begins with looking in the mirror and say-
ing, “All right, I’m not going to make it, I
can’t do enough, God I need you.”
“In that moment I believe there’s a res-

cue, a salvation, that you can’t counterfeit
any other way.”
Oprah asked if he believes only Chris-

tians can be in relationship with God.
“No, I believe that when Jesus said, ‘I am

the Way the Truth and the Life,’ the way I
read that is Jesus said he is the road marker,
He is the map, so I think God loves people
so much that whether they accept or reject
him he is still gracious, He is still moving,

He is still giving you massive red blinking
lights for chances to take a right turn if
maybe you’ve taken a left.”
Lentz said at the core of the Gospel mes-

sage there is love. “If you take the love out
of it you have a moral book. The love is
what makes it different. That’s a message
America is missing.”
Lentz said people’s behavior patterns are

secondary to knowing Jesus. “Do you know
who Jesus is, do you know how much he
loves you, do you know what he’s done?”
He said if you resolve God’s revelation

about Jesus the way you treat people will
inevitably change.
Oprah recalled her own uncomfortable

moments growing up in the church, when
she felt embarrassed to attend because she
saw herself as a sinner. She also described
going through a hurtful church split and
how it turned her off that people talked
about love but couldn’t seem to reconcile
with each other.
“Church sometimes is a barrier to God

when it’s supposed to be a conduit,” Lentz
admitted. “People tell me they tried church
and it didn’t work for them. I always say I
hope people didn’t get in the way of you
having a relationship with the supernatural
God.”
Oprah asked Lentz if he preaches from

the Bible.
“That’s all we got!” he exclaimed. “Peo-

ple ask if we are a hip, cool church. I tell
them we’re preaching an ancient Word, the
Gospel is timeless, it’s old, it doesn’t need a
remix, it doesn’t need to have a publicist, or
be made trendy.”
“When were you able to align with the

Jesus you know now as opposed to the
Jesus you grew up hearing about?” Oprah
asked.
He said at 18 or 19 he got to a point

when he couldn’t continue without Jesus.
He was playing basketball at North Car-
olina University and came to the conclu-
sion that his life was empty and that his
actions had been hurting people around
him.
“I got to a point where the grace of God

opened up my eyes. You have to make a de-
cision to accept or reject the truth you see.
I still believe the number one question peo-
ple have to answer is who is Jesus?”
“I was just going to ask that,” Oprah

replied. “You read my mind. Who is Jesus?”
“He is God. He is everything. He is the

answer,” Lentz replied. “He is the sacrifice,
the atonement. He is the Way in. I know
people who think Jesus was a good guy, a
moralist. I don’t see Jesus like that. I see
Jesus as salvation because I read things in
the Bible that demanded a verdict.
“Jesus said I am the Way, the Truth, the

Life and that’s why the Gospel confuses
people. It is still the good news but it begins
with bad news, which is, we’re all in trouble,
we’re in a burning house.”
Oprah admitted people must choose a

path of light or darkness. “Jesus came to say,
‘I’m going to show you the way, this is how
you do it, right?” she asked. “You’ve said
Jesus is your role model, but even the Old
Testament? Come on…”
Lentz said the entire Scripture is “a love

letter” if read in context. “If somebody says
in Exodus it says this…I always say if you
walked into a movie and you saw minute

22 of the movie and then you walked out
and built a life on it, you would be an idiot.”
Oprah acknowledged the Bible reflects

the time in which it was written.
“Absolutely!” Lentz said. “The cross is

right in the middle of it; the Old Testament
shines a light on the need of who Jesus is.
Jesus is active in the Old Testament.”
Oprah mentioned one of several stum-

bling blocks for her in the Scripture. “Seg-
regationists used ‘slaves love your masters’
to justify slavery. If you only pick out a
line…” Oprah said.
“We’ll be in trouble,” Lentz replied. “For

Christians who like to camp in one passage,
I always say be consistent in your
hypocrisy.”
Oprah said her understanding of the

Holy Spirit is that it’s “a thing, a power, a
force…I call it divine energy and I also call
it the Holy Spirit.”
Lentz said he believes people have hi-

jacked terms like energy, faith, and trust,
and given them their own definitions. He
said he could accept Oprah’s term, “divine
energy.”
Oprah said she has experienced this “di-

vine energy.” She said her favorite Bible
verse is Acts 17:28: “for in Him we live and
move and have our being.” Oprah said that
in any instance where she feels anxiety,
Maya Angelou taught her to use that verse
as her mantra.
“I would say that all day and I would be

in a peaceful space,” she affirmed.
Lentz told her his mantra is from Eph-

esians: “God is able to do more than you
can hope or imagine or dream according
to His power at work in you.”
Oprah asked Lentz about his friendship

with Justin Bieber, which led to an unusual
baptism with the pop star last year at 3 a.m.
in the bathtub of NBA star Tyson Chan-
dler.
“He knows Jesus and he has known

Jesus,” Lentz said about Bieber. “His mom
and dad did a great job to plant the right
seeds.”
Since Chandler is over seven feet tall, his

bathtub was customized to fit a man of his
size and was large enough to baptize Bieber,
who stands at 5’9”. Despite it being the
middle of the night, Lentz described the

whole scene as relatively normal. “Kim
Chandler, Tyson’s wife, had some food
out,” Lentz said. “This is like regular stuff
for our type of church.”
“It was probably one of the most special

things I’ve been a part of,” Lentz said.
Lentz went on to tell Oprah it’s impor-

tant to recognize the difference between a
contractual relationship with God and a
covenant relationship. “Once you have re-
pented of your sin, you have bowed your
knee, you have surrendered to the reality of
the Gospel, from here on this is not a con-
tract; this is a covenant.
“A contract is a mutually agreed upon

deal that somebody can break. People think
they’re under contract with God. If you fail,
God pulls out. But this is a covenant, which
means he has given this as a sign for life. His
end is not broken.”
“Like a birthright, like Jesus is a bridge…

” Oprah replied.
“I think you have to get to the place

where you realize the grace of God is for
you,” Lentz continued. “That sin is real, the
result of sin is real and if you don’t have
someone breaking that cycle we’re all in this
same boat. But because of Jesus you have
the right to put your hand up and totally
start a new cycle that to me is the essence
of what we’re trying to do, which is to allow
God to do what only God can do.
“It’s a commitment. It’s a decision. ‘I

have decided to follow Jesus’ may be the
best language to me.
“Your soul is who Jesus was always going

after,” he continued. “It doesn’t matter how
much money you do or don’t have, it does-
n’t matter how much good or bad you’ve
done, your soul, that’s the mirror, that’s the
reflection, and that’s what Jesus came for.
“I can’t promise you a better life if you’re

going to follow Jesus. I can’t promise you a
Bentley or that you will get a promotion.
But I can promise you that your soul can
transcend any situation if you’ve given con-
trol back to the One who created it.”
“That’s big. That’s big,” Oprah said, nod-

ding her head.
“If God never did another thing in my

life, Jesus rescuing my soul is enough. There
is peace in that,” Lentz told the superstar.

OPRAH’S GOD
continued from page 1
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