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YMCA to Hold
4th Annual

Prayer Breakfast
The 4th Annual YMCA of Topeka

Prayer Breakfast is scheduled for
Thursday November 14th at the
Downtown Ramada, with a complete
breakfast buffet beginning bright and
early at 6:30 am. The program will begin
at 7:00 am and will feature Coach Kenny
Blair, former NFL player. 
“Mr. Blair does a lot of work with

youth, teens and families in the Oklahoma
City area and
delivers a fantas-
tic Christian
m e s s a g e ! ”
e x c l a i m e d
Charlie Lord,
E x e c u t i v e
Director of
YMCA Topeka.
“Being true to
our Christian
Mission, The
YMCA of Topeka

is not using this event as a Fundraiser but
only as a way to celebrate the ‘C’ in the
YMCA!”

All contributions and sponsorships
help pay for the breakfast expenses, and if
by chance the income exceeds the expens-
es, the remaining dollars will go help
needy YMCA Families at Christmas, Lord
noted.
“We are still looking for Table Sponsors

and Major Sponsors to help cover expens-
es,” Lord said. “Thanks to Goodyear,
CBIZ, Envista Credit Union, Parrish Hotel
Corporation, WIBW, Topeka Baseball
Federation, Custom Tree Care, NCS,
Dynamic Computer Solutions and the
Capital City Christian Chamber of

nn Please see YMCA page 3

Healthcare.gov:
FAILURE OR FRAUD?
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Kenny Blair

Florida foster child pleas for permanent family
(WNS)--Fifteen-year-old Davion

Navar Henry Only made national head-
lines in October when he stepped up to
the podium at St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church in St. Petersburg, Fla., and
pleaded for someone in the 300-member
congregation to adopt him.
“I’ll take anyone,” Only said. “Old or

young, dad or mom, black, white, purple.
I don’t care. And I would be really appre-

ciative. The best I could be.”
His story ran in the Tampa Bay

Times on Oct. 7 and went
viral. Within days he was
featured on ABC News as
Diane Sawyer’s “Person of
the Week.” Only and his
Eckerd adoption specialist,
Connie Going, then
appeared on The View where
Going announced more than 10,000
families from around the world had con-

tacted her, wanting to offer the teen a
home.

Sitting in the front row of
The View audience was
Richard Prince, 23, Only’s
mentor for the last year and
a half. Prince could hardly
believe the teenager in front

of him, the one who prayed
before going on stage for God to

give him the right words to say, was

by Sarah Padbury

h o m e l e s s

As the nation moves into the sixth year of the “Great
Recession,” food pantries, soup kitchens and other serv-
ices to the homeless and surging numbers of poor con-
tinue to stretch the resources of local organizations. The
problem seems most critical as Thanksgiving, Christmas
and cold weather approach, though the needs are year-
round.

This year Metro Voice readers can again do their
part by answering the call to assist with food
and warm clothing donations,
finances or just a few volunteer

hours.
Here are several of the major organizations that serve

the Capital City’s poor and homeless but there are count-
less others. Check with your church or area lay clergy
organization to see if there is one that serves your com-
munity. Plus, don’t forget the smaller rural communi-

ties that surround Topeka. These communities
often don’t have the resources or population to

keep their pantries well stocked.
If you know of an organization that

Area ministries needing help this holiday season

See
Our Adoption
& Foster Guide  

PAGE 7
Davion Only at 8. He’s spent his
entire 15 years in foster care.

With so much talk  about a lost gener-
ation of self-absorbed millennials, would
anyone show up for a conference about
changing the world for Christ? Yes.
Thousands of them. 
People of all ages from around the

world are expected at the International
Conference On Missions (ICOM) Nov.
14-17 at Bartle Hall.  The ICOM is a
power packed, four day conference
focused on encouraging, equipping, and
recruiting workers for the kingdom of
God.  It is dedicated to globally advancing
the Gospel through missions.  

The ICOM is no stranger to the region.
The event started under the name The
National Missionary Convention and was
based in Copeland, Kan. from 1966-2008.
The conference has previously been held
in Wichita and Dodge City, but this is first
time ICOM has been to Kansas City.  

“We love the fact that Kansas City has
such a central location and that makes
travel easy for our attendees.  We have
found the Convention Center, the
Convention and Visitors Bureau, and the
downtown hotels very accommodating
and easy to work with.  We are excited to
be coming to Kansas City,” says David
Empson ICOM Executive Director.
Over 12,000 attended the 2012

Indianapolis conference. Empson says
one reason for such high numbers are the
large groups of high school and college

“People are eager to discover
God’s will for their lives.”

Eager to serve
MULTI-GENERATIONAL
MISSIONS CONFERENCE

by Dwight Widaman

Page 2

nn Please see ORPHAN page 7

nn Please see ICOM page 3

nn Please see THANKSGIVING page 6
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Healthcare.gov:
FAILURE...OR FRAUD?
October 1, 2013 was supposed to be the

beginning of the new era of “easy” health
insurance shopping through the new mar-
ket created by the Federal government at
www.healthcare.gov.
Put in “basic” per-

sonal information
and you will see many
new affordable and
better health insur-
ance plan options
than ever
before...right? 
Wrong!
Healthcare.gov has been the biggest fail-

ure ever perpetuated on the public...and
the Obama Administration is still calling it
a success. In Kansas...as of October 18,
2013...according to the KS Insurance
Department only FIVE Kansan’s had suc-
cessfully applied for health insurance in
the three weeks since it opened. On
October 18, my wife successfully enrolled
FIVE people into various health insurance
products all by herself on that day. 
I have commitments from several busi-

nesses to enroll up to 1000 employees into
Healthcare.gov and we CAN’T. We try 2 to
3 times a day to register with the site and
have been unsuccessful. But the failure of
the website is not the only problem facing
our citizens. The failure of the website has
actually helped to continue to cover up the
flaws of ACA.
First Misrepresentation: “If you like

your plan you can keep it.” In the individ-
ual market this is absolutely FALSE.
Insurance carriers are not continuing
“grandfathered” plans that were in place
prior to March 23, 2010. They need bodies
on the new plans to help prevent premium
escalation on these plans. And if you pur-
chased a plan after March 23, 2010...those
plans MUST meet all the new ACA
requirements when they renew in 2014.
Millions of termination letters are being
sent to policyholders nationwide inform-
ing them that they must be enrolled into
the ‘new’ compliant plans at their anniver-
sary/renewal date in 2014. For many
Americans this date is January 1, 2014.

Second Misrepresentation: “The new
plans are more affordable than current
plan offerings.” Again this is proving
absolutely FALSE in the individual market.
Young males are seeing 95% rate increases
overall and young females are seeing 60%
rate increases overall.  The overall market
in KS is increasing about 35%...which is
lower than the predicted 100%
increase...but still higher than the plans we
sell in 2013. There is one group that will see
price decreases...and that is our current
insured individuals that are on the KS
High Risk Pool. They tend to be older
adults and they are uninsurable by today’s
standards. They will find the new premi-
ums much more affordable and the bene-
fits better than the High Risk Pool. People
on group Cobra will also see price relief, as
their Cobra premiums are typically very
high, but they will be extremely disap-
pointed in the new plan designs. Cobra
participants are typically on “Cadillac”
plans with very low deductibles and out of
pocket maximums and the new plan
designs will be less than appealing.
Third Misrepresentation: “The new

plans are much better than the old plans
because they offer more benefits and have
to cover things like maternity.” As a gener-
al statement...this is TRUE in that all plans
must now cover the 10 Essential Health
Benefits (EHB) requirements as mandated
by ACA. All plans now cover maternity,
preventative services at 100%, women’s
birth control at no cost to women, etc., and
this helps contribute to the above men-
tioned rise in premiums. But as a PRACTI-
CAL statement this is a FALSE representa-
tion. Due to the new EHB requirements
the plans were predicted to rise dramati-
cally in price. But to keep the new plans
“affordable,” the ACA had to allow much
more cost sharing and much higher
deductibles in the new plans. First obser-
vation of the new plans...THERE ARE NO
LONGER ANY COPAY PLANS THAT
HAVE A $500 OR A $1000
DEDUCTIBLE!  SAME THING FOR
THE $2500, 0% HSA PLAN. These plans
are now obsolete and no longer exist.
Insurance companies could not create a
low deductible plan that included all the

EHB’s and make it affordable. The very
BEST plan on the KS Healthcare.gov web-
site is a $1,250 deductible plan with an Out
Of Pocket (OOP) maximum of
$5000...family plan is $2500 deductible
and OOP maximum of $10,000. Plus 90%
of Kansan’s will NOT be able to AFFORD
this plan. Compare this to a common cur-
rent BCBS of KS plan that has a $500
deductible and OOP maximum of $1500
for individual and a family has a $1000
deductible and OOP of $3000. Most ALL
the new & improved plans have higher
deductibles...$2500 to $6000 for individu-
als and $5000 to $12,000 for families.
AND the OOP maximum on most of the
new plans IS $6,350 for an individual and
$12,700 for a family for IN NETWORK
SERVICES...more on this in next para-
graph. And it DOES get worse...many of
the new plans do not cover brand name
and non-formulary brand name drugs
until AFTER you meet the above men-
tioned higher deductibles. And some plans
have large co-pays for ER usage and for
hospital admissions. FACT: people will not
like the new plans.
Fourth Misrepresentation: “If you like

your doctor you can keep them.” Many
patients are going to unwittingly lose their
doctor when they sign up for a plan that
does not cover their physician. How can
this happen? It will happen because half of
the plans on the KS Healthcare.gov website
have a “narrow” network. These plans are
identified on the market...but most citi-
zens have no idea what they are purchas-
ing. BCBS has a set of SELECT plans and
Coventry has a set of POS plans...these
plans are NARROW NETWORK plans
and they are the lowest priced plans in each
metal level (Bronze, Silver, Gold,
Platinum) To entice the public to accept a
narrow network...these plans at first glance
look like the “best” plans at a lower price.
Repeat that...the BEST plans offered at a
lower price. Does that EVER happen with-
out a “catch?” These networks have far
fewer doctors in them...these doctors have
agreed to take a much lower reimburse-
ment for their services from the insurance
companies. This allows the insurance
company to offer the plan at a lower price.
But the providers make up for the lower
reimbursement because these doctors and
hospitals are exclusive to this network and
they make up the lower reimbursement
through volume...because patients are
forced to go to these doctors. The entice-
ment when you first look at these plans is
you see lower deductibles...but they still
have high OOP...but they may give you
brand name drug copays for IN Network
pharmacies. So these plans ARE BETTER,
but you better not travel anywhere because
you will soon be out of network. So even in
Topeka...you MUST pay attention to the
network or you will be out of network. For
instance...hospitals are not all covered in
Topeka with the narrow networks. BCBS
does not cover St. Francis Hospital and
Coventry does not cover Stormont-Vail
Hospital. If you accidentally go out of net-
work...your costs more than
triple...$18,000 for an individual and
$36,000 for a family. And the ACA allows
for NO STOP LOSS on out of network
services...some plans you purchase could
have you paying 30% of the bill no matter
what the price...$1 million?? 30% of $2

Sometimes we may wonder if it is
really worth our time to stand on the
street holding a sign once a year for
the Life Chain.  Not to mention the
time and effort it takes to set it up.
Here is a testimony about the Life
Chain from here in Topeka, KS. Linda
Thadison of Community Church
writes this:

"A few years ago, a woman I know
of was due for an abortion on Monday
morning. She saw this life chain the
Sunday prior and changed her mind
about the abortion. That little girl is in

elementary school now because her
mother chose life over death. We did-
n't know of her choice until after the
scheduled time of her appointment
that same Monday. It was quite excit-
ing to learn of it then and still is :)"

Now, isn't this a lesson learned?  We
saved a baby from abortion and her
family from heartache and regret!  I,
for one, am revived at receiving this
testimony.  Praise the Lord from
whom all good things come including
the Topeka Life Chain!
LIFE CHAIN is an annual peaceful,

prayerful public witness of pro-life
Americans standing in honor of 56
million lives lost to abortion, praying
for our nation, for people in crisis sit-
uations and for an end to abortion. It
is a visual statement of solidarity by
the Christian community that abor-
tion kills children and that the Church
supports the sanctity of human life
from the moment of conception to
natural death. 
For more information go to

www.LifeChain.net.

Barbara Saldivar is the Founder &
Director of Christians for Life, Inc.,
and is also Facilitating the Heart of
America Memorial Wall for the
Unborn, 1216 SE Republican.  She can
be reached at 785-267-5777.

Another link is saved in the Life Chain

Scott Day

Day

Former Congressman Jim Ryun and Anne at
at the San Diego CA Life Chain.

million?? Buyer Beware! Some will
say...wait a minute...I thought when I have
BCBS that I get to access their network
nationwide? The confusion is in defining
ACCESS. If you travel with a BCBS plan
and you seek services from a BCBS of
Colorado provider...you get to access the
BCBS national negotiated rates...which are
typically HIGHER. BUT you are still OUT
OF NETWORK for your KS plan...your
OOP will be the above mentioned $18,000
& $36,000. This is REGIONALIZATION
of your healthcare...forcing you to doctor
close to home. If you are a traveler...do
NOT buy a plan on Healthcare.gov...these
plans have KS networks...buy an OFF
EXCHANGE plan that has a national net-
work...will cost you more than the subsi-
dized plans but will protect you MUCH

better as you travel.
Fifth Misrepresentation: “Get local help

from an unbiased Navigator or Certified
Application Counselor.” I am an
agent...and this is a BIG FALSE. Beware of
Navigators &CAC’s as they typically work
for medical professions and they also have
a vested interest in which plan you
choose...since some carriers allow
providers to bill you higher amounts. This
will be the subject of next month’s article.

About the author...Scott Day is co-
owner of Day Insurance Solutions, LLC, a
Topeka health insurance agency. He serves
as Commissioner on the Kansas State
Employees Health Care Commission and
also serves as the President of the Kansas
Association of Health Underwriters.
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age attendees. Conference attendees range
from their teens to 80s and this multi-
generational aspect is a powerful force for
Christ.
“Young Christians are eager to discov-

er God’s will for their lives and the oppor-
tunities for service in His kingdom,” he
said.
Greg Montague, Pastor of

SouthWoods Christian Church in
Overland Park and local arrangements
chairman agrees, “I believe that ICOM
will give the churches of our region a
global perspective of what God is doing
through His people and fresh opportuni-
ties to learn how we can better partner
with Him in what He’s doing.” 

ICOM will also host the Student
International Conference On Missions
(SICOM) on Friday-Sunday with an
emphasis on reaching junior and Sr. high

students.  This year Oasis, a ministry of
Manhattan Christian College in
Manhattan, Kan. is working with ICO
and expects over 1,500 teens to attend the
SICOM/Oasis event.  There are also five
Christian colleges who regularly attend
within four hours of Kansas City as well

numerous college/ university campus
ministries in the region.  The youthful
energy at this conference will be exhilarat-
ing.
Over 500 booths will feature

exhibitors, missions, and ministries from
around the world. Registration for the
event is only $15 a person, $30 a family,
and there is complete programming for
preschool through high school (there is
an extra charge for the SICOM/Oasis
event).  There will also be over 175 work-
shops to choose from during the confer-
ence. 

Commerce for already agreeing to be a
sponsor of this event!”
The Christain Chamber of Commerce

will hold a Business Expo in the lobby of
the Ramada before and after the prayer
breakfast, followed by a Marketing
Lerarning Luncheon at 11:30
Tickets to the prayer breakfast are $20

and can be obtained at any
branch of the YMCA.
Table Sponsors can reserve
a table of eight for $160.00.
Additional contributions
can be made to enable oth-
ers to attend.
“We have several YMCA

kids, teens and families
who need sponsorships so that they can
attend,” Lord said.
The YMCA has a rich background of

Christian mission and helping youth. The
man who founded the YMCA (originally
called the “Young Men’s Missionary
Society”), Sir George Williams, was born
in 1821 in Dulverton, England. Williams
left his family farm for London, where he
got a job in a draper's shop. He was horri-
fied by the conditions of the city. There

were so many young men who came from
the country to try and find jobs there,
and they worked 12 hours a day, six days
a week, and slept in crowded rooms
together. When they did have time off,
their only entertainment was whatever
they could find on the streets of London
— streets filled with gamblers, drunks
and prostitutes. Williams wanted to cre-
ate a place for young men to hang out
and make friends, a place free of temp-
tation. So he and some of his fellow
drapers started a group for recreation
and Bible study, and that was the first
Young Men's Christian Association, the
YMCA, founded in 1844.
The Young Men’s Christian

Association came to the United States in
1851 in Boston, and in 1880 in Topeka,
Kansas. At that time the YMCA was
becoming an International Organization
(now in 120 countries) and also was
becoming known as the World’s first
organized physical Education
Organization. It was YMCA Program
Director James Naismith who invented
the game of Basketball at the Springfield,
Massachusetts YMCA in 1891. Volleyball
was invented at the Holyoke,
Massachusetts YMCA in 1896. Today the
YMCA is also the largest provider of
Childcare in the USA!

LORD

YMCA
continued from page 1

i moreinformation
You can register and find 

complete conference 
information at

www.theicom.org/conference.  

ICOM
continued from page 1



Heavenly Father,

It’s the month of November,
And all through the house

Families are stirring.
But not for a mouse.

No stockings are hanging,
On the chimney with care.
And families don’ t expect
St. Nicholas to be there.

What they are expecting
Are more family members,
To join them in thanking

Your blessings in November.

The families are rejoicing
For the answered prayer,
That You, Lord, provided
Through out this year!

I Pray in the Name of Jesus Christ
AMEN 

Uncommon
Prayers

Fred S.
Hollomon
Chaplain Emeritus
Kansas Senate

Prayers like this may be found in my Book of Uncommon
Prayers at Christian Book and Gift Store, Book Boutique 
at the Library, Wolfe’s Camera Shop, the State Capital, 

and my Web site, fsh-kschap.org
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Folks are having a tough time financial-
ly.  2013 has been a tough year for military
families.  Many were impacted by the fur-
lough that started in July. Their paychecks
were reduced by 20%.  Others have
endured hardship due to the recent gov-
ernment shutdown.
While most military
personnel were held
harmless during this
year’s budget battles,
there are some who
were unemployed for
seventeen days and
will not receive back
pay for any of that
time.  Others are still waiting for the call to
return to work.
When tough times arrive, you quickly

determine what is necessary in your life.
I stopped wearing a watch in 2011.  I

didn’t really need it anymore.  I had just
come back from a deployment in the Horn
of Africa.  Over there, few people wear a
watch because it is a luxury they cannot
afford.  Folks are primarily concerned with
the basic needs of life; food, water, clothing,
and shelter.  A watch in Africa is simply an
unnecessary item.  An extravagance to
many and a poor use of money to most.
I had it pretty good in Africa.  Anyone

was reminded of that fact when you left
post and journeyed into town. There you
saw people living in shacks, shanties, and
cardboard boxes.  You saw women selling
illegal drugs on the street corner like you
would see a hot dog vendor back home.
You saw orphans who had been aban-
doned due to poverty, prostitution, HIV, or
AIDS.  On post, the Army fed me, gave me
clothes, provided a bed at night, and paid
me to work.  Yes, I had it better than most

of the people I saw everyday.
Americans may not realize it, but we are

some of the wealthiest people in the world.
In 2011, that fact became crystal clear.
Unfortunately, it took an overseas deploy-
ment to see it and truly comprehend that
reality.
If you made $1,500 last year, you are in

the top 20% of the
world’s income earn-
ers.  If you made
$25,000 or more
annually, you are in
the top 10% of the
world’s income earn-
ers.  If you made
$50,000 or more
annually, you are in

the top 1% of the world’s income earners.
People may not take comfort with those

figures, but it is a great reminder that even
in a time of furloughs and shutdowns,
God has blessed us and provides for our
needs.  During the good times, we do not
think about the necessary, because choices
are not being forced upon us.  During the
tough times, we see how important chari-
ty, compassion, and generosity truly are
because we ourselves are in need.
We are all challenged to find what is

truly necessary in life.  And when that con-
viction hits us, there should be a response
to share our abundance with others.
Scripture reminds us that our value is not
based on our valuables, just read Luke
12:15.  In fact, we are called to be a cheerful
giver (2 Corinthians 9:6-8), to care for wid-
ows and orphans (James 1:27), and also
care for the poor (Galatians 2:10).
As we approach Thanksgiving, let us

take stock of our lives, find what is neces-
sary, share what God has provided, and
thank our Creator for the blessing of His
tender care.

Shutdowns, furloughs, and Soldiers . . . oh my!
by John Potter | Military Chaplain

Chaplain’s Corner

These are some of the various events
planned to honor our veterans:

Salute to Our Heroes Artwalk 
Friday, November 1,  6 p.m. - 9 p.m.
North Topeka Arts District
The November First Friday ArtWalk

will honor our veterans with warrior art at
most NOTO businesses. 

Stand of Sacrifice
Monday, November 4, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
800 S. Kansas Avenue
The Stand of Sacrifice is an inaugural

event honoring fallen service men and
women. In honor of their fallen comrades,
a representative will stand at attention
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., with a 5 minute
break every hour. 

Faces of Freedom Project
Tuesday, November 5, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Downtown Topeka
The Faces of Freedom Project will

honor active, retired or fallen military
heroes through a display of combat boots
lining the street in downtown Topeka.
Each pair of boots will feature a photo of a
military hero. To honor your military hero,
please email a photo and a short biography
to contact@jamiejarboe.org.

Patriotic Scavenger Hunt 
November 6 - 8, 
Throughout Topeka
Visit memorials and museums that pay

tribute to the many American heroes from
Topeka and Northeast Kansas. Stop by the
Visit Topeka Inc. office at 618 S. Kansas
Avenue to begin the Patriotic Scavenger
Hunt, November 6-8. The scavenger hunt
must be completed and returned to the
Visit Topeka office by 4 p.m. on Friday,

Veterans Day Events
Planned Around City

Capital City Christian Chamber of
Commerce (C5) is planning its Annual C5
Business Expo & Luncheon – Nov. 14,
6am-1:30pm, at Ramada Downtown. in
conjunction with the YMCA Prayer
Breakfast at 6:30am. Expo booths will be
open before and after the breakfast, and
until the Marketing Learning Luncheon at
11:30. 
Expo is free and open to the public –

come find out more about C5 businesses
& organizations and network/fellowship
with others. Luncheon Cost: $10 for C5
members & first-time guests who RSVP,
$12 at the door; $15 for non-members &
other guests. For RSVPs & info:
info@C5Alive.org.

Christian Chamber
to hold Expo and
Business Fair

nn Please see VETERAN page 23
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Need a New Perspective on Life?
Forty years ago, veteran missionaries

from dozens of mission fields around the
world assembled to gather their formida-
ble personal experience in discussion of
the progress of world evangelism in the last
200 years. Having in mind to define new
points of view, they studied the shortcom-
ings and victories of world missions so far.
What resulted was a synthesis of new ideas
and insights which would prove to multi-
ply effectiveness in reaching unreached
peoples with God’s truth and light.
Because of their efforts, Perspectives on the
World Christian Movement (
Perspectives) – a three credit-hour course
offered in hundreds of locations around
the world – was developed to teach God’s
missionary heart to Christians. 
The first Perspectives course was

designed to meet the needs of those stu-
dents who had made a decision to commit
their lives to missions. Its chief architect,
Dr. Ralph Winter, realized that students
would base their life decisions on the infor-
mation they had available. A primary
objective for Perspectives was to fill in stu-
dents’ gaps of understanding of God’s
work throughout history and the centrali-
ty of the nations in God’s purposes. This
objective continues today, although its tar-

get audience today is not only college stu-
dents, but also Christians of any location,
vocation and age. 
It is noted in the Perspectives instructor

guide that “Many [people] don’t know
what to do with their lives. They are some-
how bewildered about God’s will. They
struggle in making life decisions, unfamil-
iar with criteria other than their own self-
interest. They grope for meaning in the
daily hum-drum, having no larger context
than their own diary. They want to serve in
a cause, but have no agenda, only dozens
of disconnected opportunities and priori-
ties.” 
Perspectives has changed that by giving

new direction to hundreds of thousands of
people and continuing to breathe God’s
purpose, “His good, pleasing and perfect
will,” (Romans 12:2) into many more. The
mobilizing effect that it has had on the
Christian community in America alone is
staggering. Dozens of Christian leaders
have expressed their appreciation of its
powerful ministry. Among them is Scott
Wesley Brown, a well-known Christian
recording artist, founder and president of I
CARE Ministries:
“It's difficult to run the race unless you

know where to go. For many Christians,

Christianity is like a puzzle spilled out on
the floor. Perspectivesputs it all together by
showing us the box top… It not only
changed my music and my ministry, but
the very way I live. Perspectives is the most
life-changing course I've ever taken. It
totally transformed my entire way of
thinking — and enhanced every thing I've
done in ministry a hundred-fold.... It not
only changed my music and my ministry,
but the very way I live.”
And Revered John Piper, the celebrated

author and Senior pastor of Bethlehem
Baptist Church in Minneapolis:
“I am enthusiastic about Perspectives

because my life and our church are devot-
ed to spreading a passion for the suprema-
cy of God in all things for the joy of all peo-
ples. God intends to be known and
enjoyed by every tribe tongue and nation
(Rev. 5:9). Perspectives has been essential
in mobilizing hundreds of lay people in
our church to be World Christians.”
Today, Perspectives classes are offered in

around 200 locations annually in America
alone, including here in Northeast Kansas.
In November, there is also an Alumni
Dessert and a Pastors Leadership Brunch
scheduled, which offers pastors an oppor-
tunity to find out more about how
Perspectives can help their flock fulfill their
dreams.
Too many live without knowing the full

purpose and plan God has for their lives.
Before you finish school, before you go on
with your career, take time to discover
God’s most cherished hopes and dreams
and make them your own. Take advantage
of the rich, God-grounded heritage of the
Perspectives course, and fuel your life by
seeing how you fit into God’s perfect, eter-
nal and astoundingly significant purposes.

LOCAL CLASSES, PASTORS BRUNCH & ALUMNI DESSERT SCHEDULED
“WAIT, WAIT, AND THEN WAIT SOME MORE”
What do you do when the Lord places a

deep passion on your heart but the only
word you seem to hear Him say is wait?
You can do the opposite of what He
instructs. Or, you can do what I did… and
wait.
I stepped foot onto the continent of

Africa for the first time nearly ten years
ago. Within moments, I fell in love. Within
days the passion within me to spread the
Gospel to the nations began growing with
each passing day. Upon returning to the
States and waiting another three years
before I returned, it felt as though the deep
desires within my heart would never be
fulfilled. Yet the moment I stepped foot
back onto the beautiful continent and
found myself surrounded by a sea of
African faces, I knew it had been worth the
wait. Nearly three months in Lichinga,
Mozambique changed my life. Though I
knew a return to the States was inevitable,
I was ready to return to the mission field
and lay down my life just as soon as the
Lord allowed. 
My heart leapt with joy as, within

months, my dream was about to become a
reality. I had walked away from everything
I knew and was about to move to Africa.
Words cannot describe the confusion and
devastation I felt when, just days before my
plane was about to leave, the Lord told me
once again to wait. First I wrestled with
God. Then I was silent. Though I didn’t
understand, I knew He had a plan. While
the decision to abandon the plans laid
before me would leave me homeless, bro-
ken and viewed as a fool, I knew I had to
obey.
The days that followed were some of the

most humiliating and humbling moments
of my life. Yet God saw me though and He
did indeed have a plan. While the passion
for the mission field remained strong, He
showed me a new route He wanted me to
take.  It hasn’t looked as I expected and it
has produced a lot of pain but if He can be
glorified through it, it will be worth every
tear.
Recently, after pouring my heart out to

the Lord, He gave
me a peace I hadn’t
known in years. I
surrendered once
again and was able
to say with full
assurance that I
trusted in His
plans over mine. If that meant waiting
another ten years for a dream to be ful-
filled, I was willing to wait. Within just a
few short weeks, an unexpected email
arrived in my inbox… an invitation to
return to the continent I so loved. I could
hardly believe my eyes. No one knew of the
miracle God had just done in my heart and
now it was as if He was gently and loving-
ly placing the dream I had just given to
Him right back into my hands. 
I know I am not the only one in this

world that has experienced passions, long-
ings and desires which seemed would
never become fulfilled. I know I am not the
first to question God and wonder if per-
haps He’d forgot all about little ol’ me in
the big ol’ scheme of this world. That’s not
an easy place to be. 
Each one of us has real dreams and aspi-

rations that I believe were placed within us
by God Himself. Instead of ignoring them
or trying to harness them, God wants us to
embrace them and trust Him. Whether
they come to pass in a week or a decade, if
we place our trust and confidence in Him,
the plans, the future and the hope He has
for us will come forth. 
I don’t share my stories to put the spot-

light on me. I share them to encourage
your heart and stir up your faith to keep
trusting God regardless of how hopeless,
confusing or overwhelming your circum-
stances might seem. God has not forgotten
about you. He loves you with an everlast-
ing love and just as you desire joy and hap-
piness for your life, He desires the same. He
wants to see you smile and find content-
ment even during the challenging seasons
of waiting in your life. Look to Him.
Surrender to Him. He is there. He is with
you. And I guarantee, He will see you
through. 

Jessica Hosman

by Jessica S. Hosman

i moreinformation
ALUMNI DESSERT – Nov. 11,

6:30-8pm, Northland
Christian Church, 3102 NW

Topeka Blvd.  For all
Perspectives class Alumni

and family. RSVP by Nov. 4th
to perspectivesks@gmail.com

or 785-234-1550. 

PASTORS LEADERSHIP
BRUNCH – Nov. 18, 9:30-

11am, Topeka Public Library -
Marvin Auditorium 101A.
Speaker: James Mason,
National Director of

Perspectives and former
Topeka pastor Stan

Freyenberger, Regional
Director of Perspectives. For
all Topek area pastors. Free
brunch. Learn details about
the class including how this
tool can mobilize our local

body into finding their role in
the great commission. MUST
RSVP by November 11 to 

perspectivesks@gmail.com or
785-234-1550. 

PERSPECTIVES SPRING
CLASSES – Jan. 21-May 13,

Tuesdays, 6:30-9:30pm,
Northland Christian Church,
3102 NW Topeka Blvd. A New
Speaker every week for 15
weeks. Register at www.per-
spectives.org >Find a class 
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win a free meal for two, or a 51” plasma tv!!

isn’t listed here, let Metro Voice know so
we can help share their needs in our
December Ministry Needs Guide. It is a
free listing of area organizations that look
out for our community’s most vulnerable
citizens.

Topeka  Rescue Mission
“The Mission has been stretched for

many reasons over this past year. As the
number of individuals who have come to
us in need has continued to climb, we have
been stretched emotionally, spiritually and
directionally as never before,” said Barry
Feaker, Executive Director. “Prayer to meet
the continued increase in need while dis-
cerning God’s plan for how to most effec-
tively bring forth transformation and
change are greatly appreciated.” 
Christmas is just around the corner and

plans are already underway at TRM to col-
lect new gifts for men, women and chil-
dren who are homeless and in need
throughout our community. Last year,
TRM assisted 3,907 people – including
2,704 children. Much needed items such as
clothing, small appliances, bath gift sets,
teen gifts, men’s gifts, activity and coloring

books, cologne gifts sets, blankets (twin
size) and sheets (full and queen) can be
taken to the Mission’s Distribution Center
(401 NW Norris) M-F 8:30am to 3:30pm,
or to the Main Mission Building (600 N
Kansas) after hours. All gifts should be new
and unwrapped.
In January, TRM will be unveiling plans

which are in place to empower and trans-
form lives through education, mentorship
and love. 
“We are saddened by the increase in

needs before us but are grateful that we
serve a God who is more than able to sup-
ply for each and every one,” said Feaker.
“While the challenges people who are
homeless and impoverished face have
increased and become more difficult with
each passing day, we are overwhelmed and
grateful for the response of the local com-
munity to get involved and assist. Together,
a difference is made and lives are being
changed.” 

Salvation Army
Get your bell-ringing on! The Salvation

Army’s 2013 Red Kettle Campaign in kicks
off in November and continues through
Christmas Eve every day except
Thanksgiving Day and Sundays. 
Volunteers may choose the day, time

and location most convenient to their

schedule though a minimum two-hour
shift is required. To volunteer to be a
Salvation Army bell ringer, call 233-9648.
Bell ringing is a great way to get into the

spirit of the Christmas season and give
back to the community. Lots of families
sign up each year, as well as students need-
ing community service hours, and small
groups looking for service projects.
The money collected during the Red

Kettle Campaign supports a number of
Salvation Army programs

in the area including
emergency rent and
utility assistance,
homeless services,

youth and senior pro-
grams, substance abuse
services and disaster

response. Volunteers are crit-
ical to the overall success of our Red Kettle
Campaign.
Anyone wishing to donate to The

Salvation Army by credit card may call 1-
800-SAL-ARMY or go to
www.salarmymokan.org. Checks may be
mailed to The Salvation Army, P.O. Box
412577, Kansas City, MO 64141. 
The Salvation Army has also launched

its Online Red Kettle Campaign, which
allows individuals, groups and businesses
to host a “virtual red kettle” on the internet
and invite their family, friends and col-
leagues to donate. To sign up, go to
www.onlineredkettle.org.
For the past 27 years, Scotch Cleaners of

Topeka has partnered with The Salvation
Army to provide coats through the “Share
the Warmth” program. During that time
over 220,272 coats have been cleaned and
distributed to children and adults. In 2012,
over 8,578 coats were given out at The
Salvation Army. Major LeeAnn Burkett,
corps officer of The Salvation Army, states
that, “Partnering with a community-
minded, caring business like Scotch
Cleaners allows us the opportunity to pro-
vide a much needed service to those in
need within our community. We are grate-
ful for their generosity and their continued
partnership.” 
This year is no different as Scotch

Cleaners began collecting coats on
October 21 and will continue through
November 23. The Salvation Army is ask-
ing for the Topeka community’s help in
donating gently worn coats in all sizes for
both children and adults. Scotch Cleaners
will collect and clean all donated coats. The
drop-off locations are: 
134 SE Quincy St, Topeka
2801 SE California Ave, Topeka
2007 NW Topeka Blvd, Topeka  
The Salvation Army will distribute the

clean coats on Saturday, December 7, 2013
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 1320 SE 6th Street,
Topeka. Those in need of a warm winter
coat are asked to sign-up upon arrival and
list the number of coats needed for those
currently living in your household. 
Community volunteers are needed to

assist The Salvation Army’s Women’s
Auxiliary in the sorting of the coats prior
to distribution and as personal shoppers
on the day of distribution. To signup or for
more information, contact Major LeeAnn
Burkett, 785-233-9648.

Quincy House 
Quincy house  is holding a garage sale,

Saturday, Nov. 16, 8am to 3pm at
American Legion Post 400, 3029 NW
Highway 24. Go by and support the
Quincy House and its Veterans! Clothes,
furniture and other knick knacks will be
for sale. If you wish to donate items, please
take them to the Catch All on 20th and
Kansas and let Mario or his helpers know

what the items are for.
Proceeds will be matched up to $850 by

Modern Woodmen of America, who is co-
sponsoring the event. Jonathan Schumm,
is Activities Coordinator of Chapter 9026
of Modern Woodmen of America. He can
be reached at 207-5848.
Quincy House, 1318 N. Quincy, has a

mission To Provide a safe, clean and peace-
ful home environment for the Homeless
Veterans Community in the Topeka area
that will allow for healing and prosperity
according to God's word and work.. To
find out more, call 430-3610.

Let’s Help
Family homelessness is a hidden epi-

demic in our community and across the
country. Today, families from across socio-
economic groups are living with relatives,
in their cars, or on the street due to a lost
job, unexpected illness, or family tragedy.
For some, it has simply become a genera-
tional legacy and these traits are mirrored
by the children, and the cycle of poverty
continues to perpetuate, bringing with it a
sense of shame and guilt that most of us
will never ever know or understand.
Let’s Help has a mission to help end the

spiral of hopelessness and to serve the
needs of these fragile families. Proceeds
from the DART will allow a teen mother
(and high school drop-out) to complete
her GED and transition into an entry level
career that can not only sustain her and
her baby, but will empower her to dream
big and move toward those dreams. We
will also be able to provide appropriate
retraining for a Senior Citizen who has not
been able to make it on limited Social
Security. Now they will have a much better
chance of becoming stable and finding
employment based on good qualifications.
In addition, the money we raised through
DART will enable us to feed and clothe an
out-of-work family who just lost their
home and all their belongings in a devas-
tating fire.  And, there are many, many
more stories just like these. Through the
impact of this year’s DART, we continue to
provide hope to many who would not oth-

erwise have any.
At Lets Help, we’re doing our best to

nurture, train, strengthen and empower
those in our community who need it the
most. As stewards of the gifts from our
donors, we continue to strive to restore
dignity and build a better community –
one person at a time.
Let’s Help has many needs. Call 434-

6208 to volunteer or donate.

TFI Visitation and Exchange Center
The Farm, Inc.’s Visitation and

Exchange Center (VEC) is dedicated to
providing families with a safe place to
meet, play, and interact. The VEC provides
a neutral site for custody exchanges
between parents, and supervised visits for
families dealing with divorce, separation,
domestic violence, child abuse, protection
orders, threats or family reintegration.
As the holidays approach, the VECs in

Topeka and Lawrence have a wish list – all
to make visits more home-like for families:
Toys – Barbies and dolls, action figures,

trucks, remote control cars, infant toys,
family board games, foosball table, dry
erease boards witrh makers, coloring
books
Supplies – Kid’s posters for our family

visiting rooms, art supplies, clear plastic
storage containers
Electronics (new or gently used) – TVs,

DVD player, video game systems
Furniture – loveseat, arm chairs, bean

bags
To make these wishes come true, call

877-942-2239 and ask for Peg, Lisa or Sara.

Here are a few more opportunities to
check on. For more, check out our
Ministry Guide coming up in our
December issue of Metro Voice.

Breakthrough House - 785-232-6807
ext 307; www.breakthroughhouse.org.

Caring Pregnancy Options - 2041 SW
McAlister,  272-3316; www.cpotopeka.org.  

Catholic Charities - www.catholicchari-
tiesks.org. 

Topeka North Outreach - 785-286-
1370. www.topekano.webs.com. 

THANKSGIVING
continued from page 1



Topeka Metro Voice   _________________________ MetroVoiceNews.com   _________________________   Facebook/MetroVoiceNews ____________________ November 2013   •    7

the same one who used to use profanity,
kick holes in walls, and do all he could to
push people away.

“You’re the first news person to ask
what God is doing in all this,” Prince said
when asked to do this interview. “God put
Davion in my life for a reason.”

Two years ago, Prince was a college stu-
dent at the University of South Florida,
working in a medical office, and serving as
caregiver for his grandparents. He regular-
ly attended St. Mark, where his uncle is the
pastor. One Sunday, St. Mark’s One
Church One Child representative,
Michelle Pearson, asked him to consider
mentoring a foster child. She told him that
while many young men who need a good
male role model are in the system, most
people they interact with are women.

Prince agreed to learn more and One
Church One Child referred him to 4Kids
of West Central Florida, a Christian foster
care and adoption agency that also offers
mentoring for foster children. After Prince
learned he’d have to meet with a child for
an hour a week for a year, he said he was
too busy to commit. But in the end, he
agreed to a compromise of meeting every
other week with his mentee. When asked
what kind of child he’d like to be paired
with, he said, “I’ll take anyone.”

Pattie Cleberg, 4Kids’ mentoring coor-
dinator, met Only in May 2012 when his
caseworker referred him to the program.
In a recent letter to supporters, Cleberg
recalled Only as angry and depressed, des-
perately wanting her to find someone to
spend time with him: “Anyone,” he said. 
Cleberg matched the two people who

said they’d take “anyone” and before long,
seeing Only twice a month wasn’t enough
for Prince. As their relationship deepened
during the next 18 months, the pair spent
as many as 3 hours a week together.

“I felt like God wanted me to do it. …
My week isn’t complete if I don’t see him,”
Prince said. “I had to take a leap of faith
with my schedule—and I’m glad that I
did.”

As they spent time together, Prince
found it natural to bring up God when
Only discussed his struggles, offering him
a different way to look at his circum-
stances. Early on, Only said he didn’t
know how to pray, so Prince told him to
“just talk to Him like we do and tell Him
what you’re angry about [and] happy
about.” Over the months, Prince contin-
ued to tell the troubled teen he cared
about him and his future.

Last June, Only did an online search
for his birth mother for the first time and
was shocked to find her obituary dated
just weeks earlier—no one even bothered
to tell him she’d died. With the fantasy of
his mother returning to rescue him shat-
tered, Only decided it was time to straight-
en up: He dropped 40 pounds, worked on
controlling his rage and now earns mostly
A’s in school, according to the Tampa Bay
Times.

Prince noticed the change in him
immediately and began working to help
Only set goals for himself. Meanwhile,
adoption specialist Connie Going became
concerned that Only had just three years
before he “aged out” of the foster care sys-
tem. With time running out, God put it
on Going’s heart to go directly to the
African-American church to find the teen
a family, Prince said.

Going discussed the idea with Only,
who agreed to speak in churches if it
meant he might find a family, as well as

bring awareness about other boys in the
same situation. St. Mark was the second
church to let Only speak. The morning
they arrived, brought surprises all around:
Going didn’t know Only had already
attended St. Mark several times with his
mentor; Only didn’t know he was going to
his mentor’s church that morning; and
Prince didn’t know they were coming.

When he saw them, Prince exclaimed,
“Why are you here?” 

“You’ll see,” Only replied.
As they sat together during the service,

Prince helped Only locate the Scripture
verses in the Bible and urgently prayed for

whatever was about to happen. He whis-
pered to Only: “God has called you to do
this. Just be who you are. … Everything
you have been through is a testament to
how strong you are. This is nothing. Pray
before you go up and God will give you
the words.”
With the comfort of his mentor nearby,

the familiarity of St. Mark, and the hope of
God flowing through him, Only went off
script and gave his now-famous address.

Prince was as shocked as everyone else
when Only passionately disclosed he was
an orphan looking for a family. “‘Wait—
he feels that way?’ I thought. I’d never
looked at him as an orphan before,” Prince
recalled. After his talk, Prince shook the
teen’s hand and for the first time ever, told
Only that he loved him.

Like many of the reporters who inter-
viewed Only, Prince was shocked to learn
that there are thousands of foster children
in America who are truly orphans—chil-

dren with no legal parents, living in limbo
as “wards of the state,” and needing new
parents to commit to them. Almost
102,000 foster children currently are wait-
ing to be adopted, according to the U.S.
Department of Health and Human
Services’ Children’s Bureau.

Godly Daniel, executive director for
4Kids West Central Florida, worries about
what the press has dubbed the “Davion
Effect”—the thousands of people who
have heard his story and now want to take
in an American orphan.

“I wouldn’t be surprised if a lot of it
was an emotional response,” he said,
pointing to the response people had to the
hundreds of children orphaned during
the 2010 Haiti earthquake. At first, fami-
lies seemed desperate to adopt a Haitian
child. “After awhile, they start really think-
ing, ‘Can I do this?’ Their heartstrings are
pulled, but then when that child kicks a
wall in, they will ask themselves, ‘Did I do
the right thing?’ Yes, they did, but the [real
question] is will they commit to that child
even if he does that?”

Only might even have a difficult time
adjusting to living in a family, and he
could test their commitment by acting
out, Daniel said. Families who adopt older
children need ongoing therapeutic sup-
port, a “Christian therapist [who can help
children] deal with past rejection and
come to a place of forgiveness,” he said.

Prince hopes Only’s new family,
whomever they are, will not only love
him, but challenge his character and fur-
ther his ability to grow as a Christian: “He
knows it’s going to happen. His faith is
unbreakable. He behaves like God has
already selected him a family. He behaves
like he’s already adopted.”
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With the comfort of his

mentor nearby, the famil-
iarity of St. Mark, and the
hope of God flowing

through him, Only went
off script and gave his
now-famous address.

ORPHAN
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Only’s plea in
his church 
has made

international
headlines

Jacque Bretton of Phillipsburg, Kan.
always knows to expect a few phone
calls on Mother’s Day…and not just
from her biological children. As a TFI
Family Services, Inc. (TFI) foster par-
ent, Jacque receives a “Happy Mother’s
Day” call from several children who
were once placed in her home. After
years of being a foster parent, Jacque
has provided respite and foster care for
many children in and around her
community.
“My girls and I love children and

feel that we have a lot to offer as a fam-
ily,” TFI foster parent Jacque Bretton
said. “We have been very blessed as a
family to have brought children into
our home and made a difference in
their lives.”
Initially Jacque considered fostering

because she was interested in adop-
tion. Like all foster families, Jacque
took the PS-MAPP class (Partnering
for Safety and Permanence Model
Approach to Partnerships in
Parenting), a 10-week foster parent
training course designed to educate
prospective families about the chil-
dren they may have placed in their
home. After she finished the course
and completed her licensing require-
ments, TFI paired her with a resource
family worker and entered her home
into TFI’s child placement matching
database. Now, years later, she recalls
an especially inspiring moment where
she was asked to foster a little girl, who
soon became a third addition to her
family.
“The most amazing moment is

when they brought us a 17-month-old

little girl who just fit in with our fam-
ily,” Jacque said. “A few months later
she came up for adoption and a few
months later our adoption was final.
She has been such a blessing to our
family.”
For families who are considering

fostering, Jacque says it is challenging,
but the end result is very rewarding.
“There are always challenges in fos-

tering but you also face challenges no
matter what you do in life,” Jacque
said. “There are so many children out
there needing a family – if you are
willing to do that for them then you
will love being a foster family. I love
fostering and feel it is very rewarding.”
There is a great need for foster fam-

ilies in every community in Kansas.
Consider partnering with the leading
provider of foster care homes in the
state of Kansas to bring safety and per-
manency to a child’s life.
“I started my fostering with TFI and

later moved to another licensing
organization,” Jacque said. “I just
recently came back to TFI because I
feel they really look out for the chil-
dren and keep things much more con-
fidential. My girls and I love all the
staff at TFI. They really look out for
the children and do what is in the best
interest of the child.”
Thousands of Kansas children are in

need of a home and a family that will
give them a nurturing environment in
which can grow. Call 800-279-9914 or
go to www.tfifamilyservices.org to
learn more about becoming a TFI
licensed foster home in your commu-
nity.

Why I Foster

check out our new improved Web site
www.metrovoicenews.com
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To Celebrate November as National Adoption Month,
Metro Voice dedicates both our October and

November editions to Adoption and Foster Care

Our story begins with God’s agape love.
God so loved us that Jesus died for us.
Because of this love, Christians are to
reflect His love. James 1:27 tells us that God
finds pure religion to be caring for widows
and orphans in their distress, and keeping
oneself unstained by the world. 
We were married in May 2004, and

knew at some point we wanted to adopt.
Allison had been adopted as an infant, and
her family had also adopted two other chil-
dren from foster care. One of her sisters
was adopted after being separated from
her other siblings. God used this to give
Allison a desire to keep sibling groups
together. After two miscarriages, we decid-
ed to start the adoption process. During
PS-MAPP training we were asked how
many children we wanted. Our response:
“As many as God would provide for.” We
learned quickly if our desires match God’s,
He will provide for them. 

We completed PS-MAPP and started
foster care at the beginning of 2006. Our
first foster daughter was 17 and pregnant.
God used her to show us that Allison was
also pregnant - catching it early enough for
Allison to start supplements that prevent-
ed another miscarriage. Our next to last
foster group consisted of 3 boys all under
the age of 6. Although we loved them and
hoped for adoption - they were suddenly
returned to their biological family. At this
point we were heartbroken! Allison was 7
months pregnant, and we were question-
ing if we should continue down this path.   

God had other plans for us! A week
later we received a call asking us to take a
sibling group of 4 that had come into fos-
ter care upon the birth of their younger
sibling (placed in a separate foster home).
We prayed about it and decided we would
foster one more time, but once these kids
went home we would be done because we
weren’t sure we could handle the loss
again, especially with a newborn. 
July 26th 2006 Nicole (10), Alisa (7),

Emmanuel (6), and Jaquale (10 months)
moved in with us. Our daughter Mercy
was born in October and in December we
were asked to take Angel, the children’s
baby sister who was now 5 months old.
Folks began to think we were crazy! We
now had three children under 18 months
(2, 5 and 16 months).    

April 2008 we gave birth to Isaiah and
on July 23rd, 2008, we were able to adopt
our 5 foster children. Shortly after this God
began working on our hearts again and
making obvious the gap of 6 years between
Jaquale and Emmanuel. December 2009
Kyrsten was born, God had given us 8 chil-
dren in 5 years - we had to fully rely on
Him.

When Governor Brownback rolled out
a 300,000 SRS grant in November of 2011,
Jonathan was asked to speak at the

announcement by then SRS secretary Rob
Siedlecki. That day we were also able to
connect with Brandon and Missy
Hoffman of Project Belong. They had
adopted 12 children and had heard God
calling them to speak to churches across
Kansas. With James 1:27 as their theme
verse, and the knowledge that Kansas has
more churches than children waiting to be
adopted - Project Belong’s goal is to
encourage churches to address the orphan
crisis. We felt God calling us to share how
important adoption is to Him.

About the same time, Allison and
Nicole, our oldest, were online at
Adoptkskids.org and came across a sibling
group of five. Allison contacted their
agency shortly after to ask if our children
could reach out and encourage these chil-
dren as they awaited adoption. We were
interested in adopting them, but knew the
time was not right. We were told they

would be adopted soon and that the adop-
tive family could contact us if they wanted.
In April of 2012, Lighthouse Bible

Church in Topeka hosted a Project Belong
Adoption Sunday. Allison shared our story,
and then Brandon spoke, providing exam-
ples of children still waiting for a home. On
the projector screen behind him flashed a
picture of 5 children as Brandon related
that they’d just gone through a failed out of
state adoption. Allison left the service cry-
ing - they were the same children she and
Nicole had identified and loved. 

We had just found out 3 weeks earlier
that we were expecting again, we knew we
weren’t “the ideal family,” but we felt God’s
call and asked to be considered to adopt
Tykia (12), Ana (11), Ta’Dya (10), Tyrone
(9) and Jeremiah (1). You might remember
the gap was between Emmanuel (now 13)
and Jaquale (now 7). God has a wonderful
sense of humor, and we don’t have enough
space in this article to tell you all the obsta-
cles He removed as our already large fami-
ly asked the state of Kansas to allow us to
adopt 5 more. We had heroes He used –
Angela McDaniel at KCSL, Rachel
Whitten, and Youthville’s Brenda Stewart
among many others. Our church family at
Topeka Gospel Chapel advocated for us. 

We cannot emphasize how much our

community of support meant. Adoption
does not happen alone, our story exists
because of God and our support systems.
Josiah was born in November 2012. We
met our new children in January 2013 and
on July 23rd our 2nd adoption was final-
ized, 5 years to the day from our first adop-
tion. 

In September of this year, our family
was nominated by Senator Jerry Moran as
his 2013 Angels in Adoption. We were
blessed to attend the ceremonies in
Washington D.C. and meet many others
advancing the cause of adoption. 
Our family is working with Project

Belong to help further the message that
adoption is important. Allison and Nicole
are PS-MAPP instructors and we encour-
age others as much as we can to actively
find ways to care for orphans. If our story
has inspired you please don’t be compla-
cent, do something with your stirred emo-
tions. Provide, protect, foster, adopt, love…
agape!   

family explosion

Areas of expertise:
• Marriage & Relationships
• Depression • Addictions
• Anxiety • Grief-Loss
• Adoption • Foster Care

COUNSELING
YOU CAN TRUST

Christianfamilyadoptionks.com

Jonathan and Allison Schumm of
Topeka, Kansas, are vocal advocates
for adoption, who strongly believe in
the value of family and keeping
families together. Including their
four biological children, Jonathan
and Allison are the proud parents of
fourteen after adopting two sibling-
sets of five each from the foster care
system. The family finalized their
most recent adoption earlier this

summer, five years to the day of the
finalization of their first sibling-set
adoption. The Schumm family is also
active in Project Belong, a faith-

based adoption advocacy organiza-
tion that works in partnership with
churches, families, and communities
to “recruit, train, and support”

adoptive families for Kansas children
in need. They are also involved in the
work of the Kansas Children’s Service
League, an adoption and children’s
advocacy organization supporting
some of Kansas’ most vulnerable
kids. The Schumm family regularly
speaks to others about the joys of
providing a supportive, loving and
permanent home to children in need

through adoption.

- Excerpted from U.S. Senator Jerry
Moran’s nomination of the Schumm   fami-

ly as Angels in Adoption for 2013.
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Adopt Kansas Kids works to connect foster and approved adoptive families with children throughout Kansas who 
need adoption. This service is provided by the Kansas Children’s Service League through a contract with the 

Kansas Department for Children and Families (DCF).

www.adoptKSkids.org      877-457-5430 

Every child deserves a loving, caring home.  A family they can call their own. 
A place where they belong. With people who will be there for them always.

According to the Humane Society,
there are more than 86 million cats living
as pets in the United States. Author Teresa
Herbic has owned many throughout her
life and tells the wonderful and unique
stories of nine of her favorites. Through
each of their individual adventures, par-
ents can teach their children about various
Biblical teachings. In her new book Cat
Tales (Ambassador International; July
2013; $9.99, paperback), Herbic will have
you turning the pages to see all nine stories
of adventure. 

Herbic calls the book “a special thank
you to the nine cats featured throughout
the book that my family adopted over the
past 45 years. They remind us about God’s
love and patience through simple warmth
and kindness.” The adventures of Prince,
Dakota, Lolli, and the rest of the family of
cats teach readers the lessons of the Fruit
of the Spirit highlighted in Galatians: love,
joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. 
The book also encourages adoption as a

common thread throughout Cat Tales.
The author is Director of Families for
Adoption, Pleasant Valley Baptist Church. 
She and its leaders are considering

including the adoption of pets as part of
their support services, along with the
domestic and international adoption of
orphan children. 
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November is National Adoption
Month.  A month dedicated to celebrat-
ing adoption.  In Kansas, Sunday,
November 3rd, is known as Orphan
Sunday.  This particular Sunday church-
es across Kansas will hear about the more
than 250,000 children in the United
States that are in foster care and available
for adoption.  Kansas DCF is hopeful
that in reaching out to Kansas churches
more children will be adopted and find
the forever families that they deserve.  

As an advocate for adoption I fully
support Orphan Sunday and hope that it
is a successful event.  As a Christian
advocate for adoption I challenge
churches to make every Sunday Orphan
Sunday!  James 1: 27 says; “Religion that
God our Father accepts as pure and fault-
less is this: to look after orphans and wid-
ows in their distress and to keep oneself
from being polluted by the world.”  God
commands us to look after orphans.  No
child should be without a family.  And
our church families are in a perfect posi-
tion to provide help and support to those
children in need.  
I know that adoption is a huge respon-

sibility.  Obviously, not every family is
called to adopt.  But there are still ways
that everyone can help support and
advocate for adoption.  As a congregation
you can support families that are pursing
adoption.  You can offer prayers and sup-
port.  You can provide meals and babysit-
ting services so they still have time to
nurture their marriages and just catch
their breath.  If each congregation sup-
ported one family as they pursued the
adoption process the change we could
create in lives would be monumental.  
Adoption is a process of restoration.  It

allows a child to have a second chance at
a family.  It offers them the opportunity

to feel unconditional love, hope, and
security.  Many of the same things we feel
as we develop a relationship with Christ.
Every child deserves a safe place to call
home and people to call family.  You can
make a difference in the life of a child.  I
encourage you and all Christians to
prayerfully consider adoption.  For more
information please visit www.adoptk-
skids.com.  

Jessie Voiers is an adoptee herself and
has adopted one of her six children.
Jessie is passionate about adoption, sup-
porting parents, and laughing.  Jessie reg-
ularly blogs at www.ThenILaughed.com.  

LifeNews.com - The former leader
singer of Kansas, known for such hits as
“Dust in the Wind” and “Carry on My
Wayward Son,” has produced a touching
video to go along with a new single he’s
released that tells the story of his adopted
daughter’s birth.

Grammy-winning songwriter and pro-
ducer John Elefante is using his newest
song “This Time” to share the story of his
adopted daughter’s birth and to help a pro-
life group that uses the power of the
Internet to help pregnant women consid-
ering abortion.
Elefante is well-known in the music

business and, after singing for Kansas, he
fronted the Christian rock band Mastedon

and went on to produce well-known
Chrisitan music artists.

“I can’t imagine life without my daugh-
ter, Sami, and it breaks my heart that preg-
nant young women much like her birth
mother, instead of choosing life for their
babies, are denying them the chance to be
born,” Elefante says. “If our song can in any
way bring attention to this issue or encour-
age those who are considering abortion to
choose life through options such as adop-
tion, then we couldn’t be happier.”
The song’s lyrics are based on the true

story of what Sami’s 13-year-old birth
mother might have experienced as “she sat
cold in a waiting room, frightened and all
alone … knowing that her baby would
soon be gone.”
As the video unfolds, we see the dreams

she had of a little girl celebrating her third
birthday and growing into a woman
through the years, and we hear the voice
she heard telling her to “run away … you’re
not taking her … this time.”
“This Time” and Elefonte’s album ‘On

My Way To The Sun’ is available on iTunes.

Music video from KANSAS
lead singer shows his adopted
daughter surviving abortion

You Can Adopt....or....
by Jessie Voiers

KC Area Author Uses
Stories of Nine Adopted
Cats to Share God’s Word 

Visitation and
Exchange Centers

Provide a Safe Haven
The Farm, Inc.’s Visitation and Exchange
Center (VEC) is dedicated to providing
families with a safe place to meet, play, and
interact. The VEC provides a neutral site
for custody exchanges between parents,
and supervised visits for families dealing
with divorce, separation, domestic vio-
lence, child abuse, protection orders,
threats or family reintegration.
The VEC provides skilled staff to observe,
facilitate and positively intervene with vis-
iting family members as they spend time
with their children. Trained security offi-
cers are on site during every visit and
exchange. Toys and games are made avail-
able to families for use during visits and
exchanges in our clean, spacious visitation
rooms. TFI’s VEC locations serve families
in Lawrence at 2141 Maple Lane - Phone
785-749-2664, option “4,” and at 217 SE
4th Street in Topeka - Phone 785-271-
6657, option “4.” Hours at both are
Wednesday and Friday, 5:30 pm – 8:30 pm
Saturday and Sunday, 9:30 am – 6:30 pm
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The Joseph Company, a ministry for
believers in the workplace, will present
the annual Marketplace Conference for
people in every sphere of society
November 7-9.  The Conference will be
held at IHOPU in Grandview, Mo. 
Organizers say the conference will

equip Christians in the marketplace to

cultivate a deeper relationship with Jesus
and bring His strategies to the work-
place.
The conference will include special

times of worship, storytelling, teaching,
impartation and ministry, and is designed
to equip people in the workplace to
impact their spheres of influence in

greater measure. Conference speakers
include Linda Fields, Director of The
Joseph Co.; Mike Bickle, Director IHOP-
KC; and many others.
“Changing seasons present global

uncertainty, unrest, and changing val-
ues,” states Fields. “At the
same time the Lord is
speaking with clarity,
pouring out His power
and transforming cities
and nations. Gone are
the days of the market-
place being viewed as
secular and devoid of
God’s presence.”
Fields says the marketplace is a great

mission field for which God is raising up
His servants to express the kingdom in
all spheres of society, including business,
government, education, family, arts, and
media.
Fields leads The Joseph Company, a

ministry of the International House of
Prayer, as a mentor to young people and
an executive leadership strategist. 
Before moving to Kansas City, she led a

successful corporate learning organiza-
tion in Texas, which positively impacted
over 150,000 participants. She shares that
while she found her MBA, entrepreneur-
ial experience, and university-level teach-

ing beneficial, she credits prayer as the key
to building a high performance organiza-
tion which consistently delivered results
with character, integrity, and love.
Linda has stated her passion is to

release workplace believers to impact
their spheres of influence by stepping into
leadership, staying on course, and finish-
ing well in their appointed destiny to
know God.

Conference teaches spiritual
impact in the marketplace�

www.tradebank.com i moreinformation

Nov. 7 thru Nov. 9. First

session at 

6 p.m. Nov. 7.

Register at: 

ihopkc.org/marketplace

FIELDS
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As you read on the front page, fifteen-
year-old Davion Only, looking for a fam-
ily to call his own, told a Florida church
congregation “I’ll take anyone”.  As his
story made national news, it tugged at the
heart strings of a nation.  Unfortunately,
over the course of human history there
have been millions of Davion’s. 
November is National Adoption

Month.  History’s first recorded adoption
took place thousands of years ago in
ancient Hebrew days.  Abraham, the bib-

lical Patriarch, had a brother, Haran.  He
passed away early in life leaving behind a
son, Lot.  Abraham, his Uncle, willingly
took him in becoming like his own father.   

Lot was orphaned due to the death of
his parents.  Other children are orphaned
due to war, abduction, illness, tragedy or
simply because the parents are unfit and
authorities have taken the children.  In the
Christian faith, followers are urged to care
for these orphans.  The Scriptures say,
“Religion that is pure and undefiled
before God . . . is this:  to visit [or care for]
orphans” (James 1:27).      

Beyond the Scriptural admonition,
why do Christians concern themselves
with the orphan?  They do because the
desire comes from the heart of God.  He
is the Creator of all mankind and archi-
tect of the family.  His heart is filled with
compassion towards those who have no
family.  Therefore, he urges His followers
to be His hands and feet to a world in
need.       
When someone is orphaned there is a

natural instinct to search for that missing
relationship.  The first place everyone can
start their search, no matter their family
story, is with God.  We were born spiritu-
al beings, instinctively knowing we have a
Creator, yet separated from Him because
of our sinful hearts.  The search for Him
took us down winding roads filled with
detours.  We blindly thought relation-
ships, success, religion or addictions
would give us we what lacked, but none
of it satisfied.     

It was for this God sent His only Son –
Jesus.  He is the answer.  He came to show

us a Father’s love and wants to adopt us
into His loving family.  In a sense, we are
all orphans in need of a Father.  Call out
to Him in humble and desperate faith.
Then He will welcome you, cleanse you
from all sin, come into your life, make
you a new person and give you a new
family.  Jesus said, “For this my son [or
daughter] . . . was lost, and is found”
(Luke 15:24).  In your pursuit of family
may you discover your Heavenly Father
and His Son – Jesus.  May He be your
hope for today.    

CLINT
DECKER
President and 
Evangelist with
Great 
Awakenings,
Inc.

hopefortoday

WANTED: A Forever Family

by Rodney Stark

Every year it seems to me that
Thanksgiving is increasingly just a thin
slice of celebration sandwiched between
the massive marketing machines of
Halloween and Christmas. It's become a
few days of respite for post school/work
burnout and pre Christmahanakwanza
preparation!
But it hasn't

always been this
way. There was a
time when
Thanksgiving was a
sacred day set aside
for so much more
than watching the
Kansas City Chiefs
and downing twice
your body weight
in turkey and stuff-
ing. It was more of
a time to remem-
ber, reflect, and
rejoice in what hap-
pened in the Fall of
1621 when the Pilgrims and Native
Indians shared a meal as a sacrifice of
praise for their survival. The story of that
momentous day was passed on to each
generation, and in 1777 George
Washington made it an official holiday.

But that's not the end of the story for
this great celebration, because the uber
meal deal day fell by the wayside in the
years after President Washington, and the
fourth Thursday in November would
have stayed just that, had it not been for a
brave and persistent woman named Sarah
Josepha Hale. When seemingly everyone
else in the country forgot about the
importance of a national day of thanks-
giving, Sarah pursued and promoted the
idea unceasingly.
She wrote letters to governors and

presidents. She lobbied in newspapers,
magazines and books. She tirelessly sacri-
ficed time and energy in this single pur-
suit until it finally paid off. In 1863,
Abraham Lincoln proclaimed a national
day of Thanksgiving and since then, every
President has followed suit.
But did I mention that it took 17 years

for this to happen? Sarah Hale did not
give up with the
first, second, or hun-
dredth rejection. In
a way, her relentless
drive and undaunt-
ed persistence mir-
rored the determi-
nation of the origi-
nal Pilgrims.
The Pilgrims

came across the
Atlantic for many
reasons, one of the
most critical being
the dream of being
able to worship God
in whatever way
they felt was His

calling on their lives. They endured the
bitter winters and hostile conditions to
fulfill a dream of finishing the race and
remaining faithful to the end.
Their resolve was galvanized by their

Christian faith. And no doubt in their

hardship, they took courage from the fol-
lowing words of the Apostle Paul, penned
shortly before his death:
“But you should keep a clear mind in

every situation. Don't be afraid of suffer-
ing for the Lord. Work at telling others the
Good News, and fully carry out the min-
istry God has given you.
As for me, my life has already been

poured out as an offering to God. The
time of my death is near. I have fought the
good fight, I have finished the race, and I
have remained faithful. And now the prize
awaits me-the crown of righteousness,
which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will
give me on the day of his return. And the
prize is not just for me but for all who
eagerly look forward to his appearing (1

Timothy 4:5-9).”
So what about you? You have a more

important mission than petitioning pres-
idents or even starting a new nation! You
are charged with THE Cause of making
disciples who make disciples - an endeav-
or that will outlast all holidays and every
nation on earth.
This Thanksgiving, let's give thanks

that we live in a nation where we are free
to worship God. But above all other
things we are thankful for, let's be intense-
ly grateful that Jesus Christ lived the life
we should have lived and died the death
we should have died. And because of His
sacrifice, we have the joy and the privilege
of carrying out the ministry God has
given each of us!

“But you should keep a
clear mind in every situa-
tion. Don't be afraid of
suffering for the Lord.

Work at telling others the
Good News, and fully

carry out the ministry God
has given you.”

APOSTLE PAUL

LANE
PALMER
Writer for Dare 2
Share Ministries
(D2S) based in
Arvada, Colo.

viewpoint

GIVING THANKS FOR THANKSGIVING

Suffering brought
about spirit of gratitude
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Via’s Pizzeria is more than just Award
Winning Pizza and great tasting beer. It is
a place where families and friends can
come together and have a fun time. Jeff
and Jessica Schell opened the restau-
rant almost 6 years ago to rave
reviews. As time has gone by they
have added a lot of unique items to
the menu. They now feature two new
styles of pizza that will make your
mouth water. The Chicago Deep
Dish, a double layered “upside
Down” pizza where the sauce is on
top, and a simple thin and crispy
pizza. These two additions compli-
ment our already award winning
hand tossed pizza dough. These piz-
zas are baked on stone in a traditional
pizza oven, which makes Via’s shine above
the rest. If you’ve had their pizza and are
looking for an adventure, try some of

their exciting new menu items,  huge cal-
zones that will force you to share with a
friend, toasty Grinder sandwiches, pasta
topped with their in-house sauce, and

seriously killer wings. 
Via’s has more than just food, they have

entertainment that is fun for the whole
family. Monday nights are kid’s night

where a favorite of children, Kyler
Carpenter, comes and performs live music
from 6 till 7. While Kyler is performing
kids are encouraged to make their own

pizzas at the table. These kid’s pizzas
are only a dollar with the purchase
of a large. You can often find owner
Jeff Schell tossing pizza dough at the
tables and teaching children how to
“toss one.”
Via’s is delivering pizza all over

the city. If you are in the city limit
you can get a great pizza delivered
right to your door, speedy quick.
Via’s is happy to accommodate
large parties and large orders and
has a great selection of Kansas Craft

Beer. Homemade Pizza, Great Service and
a Good Time can be found just around
the block at Via’s Pizzeria, 8th and Gage,
785-215-8421.

A Special Kind of Pizza Place

We’ll 

Bowl 
you over 

with our low 
advertising prices!

Call us today!
Metro Voice

235-3340

Jim Driggers, owner of The
Computer Store, says that the
Computer Protection Plan they offer
can not only keep customers' comput-
ers protected, but save hundreds of
dollars off computer repairs and virus
removal.
"It's like having your own IT depart-

ment in your home!" Driggers said.
The Basic plan ($9.99/month) pro-

vides a monitoring program installed
on your computer that will run
24/7/365 and monitor 247 different
aspects of your computer system.
Monthly reports will be sent via e-mail
explaining any errors and repairs that
have been found and fixed. This plan
includes free in-store diagnostics and
estimates if you need to bring your
computer in ($40.00 savings).
The Silver Level ($24.99/month)

includes everything on the basic plan,
plus it includes Antivirus/ Spyware
software installed on your PC. Free
virus removal is included - if you get a

virus it will be
r e m o t e l y
removed for
you. If that
doesn't work,
you can bring
your computer
to the store and
it will be
removed at no

charge. You also get Unlimited Remote
Support with this plan - if you have any
problem on your computer, the
Computer Store will remotely log in
and repair the problem for FREE.
The Gold  Level plan

($59.99/month) will provide every-

thing in the Basic and Silver tier plus
unlimited in-store service, including
fixing or replacing any software and
hardware problems without any
charges. This level also provides soft-
ware problem support and offsite data
backups - your data will be transferred
to their off-site backup server, so when
a disaster happens they will have a safe
copy for you!
Driggers said they started offering

the new service in January, and it has
been very well received.
The Computer Store is located at

21st and Gage in Seabrook Center. You
can reach them by phone at 785-267-
3223, or visit their website  online  at
www.thecomputerstoreks.com.
The Computer Store is a member

of the Christian Chamber of
Commerce.

Tired of The HIGH Cost of Computer Repairs?

www.tradebank.com

TO BE FEATURED ON THIS
PAGE, CALL LEE AT 235-3340



CONCERTS
THIRD DAY – Nov. 8, 7pm. Central Christian Church,
2900 N. Rock Rd, Wichita. 
ELMONT OPRY – Nov. 8 & 9; 7pm Fri, 1pm Sat. Great
Country Music by all your favorite performers. Featuring
the Bartlett family:  Les, Karen and Josie. Doors open
90 minutes early for lunch or dinner. Elmont United
Methodist Church, 6635 NW Church Lane. Tickets:
$10. Reserve your tickets now - John at 785-246-0156
MITCH MCVICKER IN CONCERT – Nov. 14, 7pm,
Lifepoint Church, 200 SW 30th St., Topeka. Also
appearing: Christian Stringfellow. Tickets are free, but
you must have a ticket: 785-267-0533 or
LifepointTopeka.com
THE WRIGHTS – Nov. 16, 7pm, Berryton UMC. Potluck
supper at 6pm. For info: 289-8905
JUSTIN MOORE – Nov. 20. Kansas Expocentre. For info:
235-1986
TOBYMAC, HITS DEEP TOUR - Nov. 21, 7:30pm, doors
open at 6:30pm. Independence Events Center, 19100
East Valley View Pkwy., Indep., MO. Featuring Mandisa,
Colton Dixon, Brandon Heath, Chris August, Jamie
Grace  Capital Kings.  Ticketmaster.com

THE WRIGHTS – Nov. 22, 7:30pm, Classic Bean. For
info: 289-8905
LARRY GATLIN – Nov. 23, 6:30pm, Wanamaker Woods
Church of the Nazarene, 3501 SW Wanamaker. Doors
open at 5:30. Also appearing: All Four One. For info:
273-2248.
JIM BRICKMAN – Dec. 31, 7:30pm, TPAC

SPECIAL CHURCH EVENTS
HARVESTER'S PROGRAM FOR SENIOR CITIZENS -
every second Saturday, takes place at Christian Lord
Ministries, 2421 SE California. Call 266-4979.
BISCUITS & GRAVY BREAKFAST – Nov. 2, 8am-12pm.
Fellowship & Faith Ministry, 708 SE Lime. $4 adult, $2
12 and under. For info: 354-7262
FALL FESTIVAL – Nov. 2, 5pm. 4100 SW California Ave.
Hotdogs, hay rack rides, bon fire and more. For info:
230-4362
MOVIE NIGHT – Nov. 3. Cornerstone Community
Church, 7620 SW 21st. “One Night With the King.” For
info: 478-2929
ALL YOU CAN EAT DINNER – Nov. 6, 4-6:30pm.
Oakland United Methodist Church, 801 NE Chester Ave.

Adults $7, children $3. For info: 357-5290 or 235-1010
ANNUAL CHURCH BAZAAR & TURKEY DINNER – Nov. 9,
Bazaar 9am-4:30pm. Turkey Dinner 11am-4pm. Asbury
Mt. Olive UMC, 1196 SW Buchanan St. Info: 232-5111
SECOND HAND TREASURE SALE – Nov. 9, 7am-4pm.
Grantville United Methodist Church. For info: 246-3621
VIENNA BOYS CHOIR – Nov. 10, 5pm. Grace Cathedral,
701 SW 8th. Tickets $20 and $25. For tickets and info:
greatspaces.org or 235-3457
THANKSGIVING CELEBRATION SERVICE AND DINNER –
Nov. 17, 10:30am, at Crestview Community Center,
4801 SW Shunga Dr. A family style dinner following a
celebration service. Sponsored by CrossRoads
Wesleyan Church. For info: 230-4362
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD SHOEBOX COLLECTION
– Nov. 18-25. Rolling Hills Christian Church, 4530 NW
Hiawatha Pl. For info: 286-0601 or rhcctopeka.org
MORNING WORSHIP SERVICE & THANKSGIVING MEAL
– Nov. 24, 10:45am. Cornerstone Community Church,
7620 SW 21st. For info: 478-2929
HARVEST CELEBRATION AND POTLUCK DINNER – Nov.
24, 5:30pm. Rolling Hills Christian Church, 4530 NW
Hiawatha Pl. Festivities will include a gospel music
concert from Ron and Haven Howard. Info: 286-0601
A SLIGHT CHANGE OF PLANS – Dec. 7-8, 7pm.
Northern Hills Baptist Church drama players present a
play by local playwright Kevin Stone. 920 NW 6nd St.
Dinner available at 6pm with a donation and reserva-
tions. The play is free and no RSVP required. For info &
dinner reservations: 246-0260

SEMINARS & CONFERENCES
LIFE ISSUES CONFERENCE – Nov. 2, 8am, at Faith
Lutheran Church, 1320 W. 15th St, Ottawa. Hear Mr.
Brian Young, Director of the Creation Instruction
Association speaking on "Why is Creation Important"
and "Amazing Animals." Rev. Dr. James Lamb, Ex. Dir.
of Lutherans For Life, Inc., will speak on "The Three B's
of When Life Begins" and "Threats to Human Life at its
Beginning." Contact jmac14430@gmail.com for info &
registration form. Sign in from 8-8:30 am, end at 3:15
pm. Adults: $20; students: $10. Cost includes lunch
and morning refreshments.
THE JOSEPH COMPANY MARKETPLACE CONFERENCE.
Nov. 7-9.  Forerunner Christian Fellowship Auditorium,
1244 Grandview Rd., Grandview, MO.  $99.  Featuring
Mike Bickle, Linda Fields.  Ihopkc.org/marketplace.
HEAR AND BE HEALED SEMINAR – Nov. 15, 7-9pm;
Nov. 16, 9am-1pm, Conference Rooms II-III, Four Points
by Sheraton, 530 Richards Dr, Manhattan. No cost, but
you need to register. Register by sending an email
togapeFamily.Manhattan@gmail.com or calling (785)
539-3570 by Nov. 16. Refreshments  Free Will offering 

FAMILY-FRIENDLY EVENTS
NOTO MARKET ON FIRST FRIDAYS – NOTO arts district.
Enjoy arts, antiques, fine crafts, and flea market items.
CAPITAL MID-WEEK FARMER'S MARKET – Every Wed.,
7:30am-noon, 10th & Jackson (south side of
Statehouse.) Include locally grown on your shopping
list. For info: 296-8060.
TWILIGHT TOURS AT THE TOPEKA ZOO – The first
Friday of each month.
ELEPHANT TRAINING – Fridays at 11am, Topeka Zoo,
635 SW Gage. For info: 438-9909.
DREW AT THE ZOO – Every Friday 12pm. Watch Drew
Switzer of WIBW broadcast weather live from the zoo.
DOWNTOWN TOPEKA FARMERS MARKET - Saturday's
through Nov. 2, 7:30am-noon, 12th and Harrison. The
open-air market is full of fresh fruits and vegetables,
herbs, arts & crafts, flower, home-baked goods, more. 
MOTHER TERESA CATHOLIC CHURCH FARMERS MAR-
KET - Saturdays through the summer, 8:30-11:30am,
2401 N.W. 46th. Proceeds will be donated to the Topeka
Rescue Mission.
GIRAFFE FEEDING – Every Sat. 11am. Topeka Zoo, 635
SW Gage. For info: 438-9909.
AMERICANA MUSIC ACADEMY COMMUNITY ACOUSTIC
JAM, 3 to 5 p.m. Saturdays, lower level, Potwin
Presbyterian Church, 400 S.W. Washburn. 259-3110.
CRUISE NIGHTS – 1st Sat. at Spangles, Hwy 24 &
Rochester Rd.; 2nd Sat. at Fairlawn Plaza; 3rd Sat. at
Advance Auto Parts, 3118 SW Topeka Blvd.; 4th Sat. at
The Pad, 1730 N. Topeka Blvd.; 5th Sat. at Spangles,
29th & Topeka Blvd.
BONE DAY – Every Sunday, 1:30pm. Topeka Zoo, 635
SW Gage. The big cats wait all week for this! Come

watch them enjoy their bones! For info: 438-9909
KANSAS AVENUE MARKET – 10-5 Wednesdays,
Thursdays & Fridays; also second Saturday of each
month, 10am-3pm; and during First Friday Art Walk,
628 S Kansas Ave. Multiple vendors, entertainment,
refreshments.
LATE NIGHT WITH LENAHAN – Topeka zoo is open 5-

8pm every Thursday evening, a special event spon-
sored by The Spectacle and Dr. Kevin Lenahan. For info:
368-9162
SALUTE TO OUR HEROES ARTWALK & RED FRIDAY –
Nov. 1, 6-9pm. NOTO Art District. Show your support by

FREE LISTINGS! E-mail your events to: Voice@cox.net; mail to 
Metro Voice, P.O. 5724, Topeka, KS  66605; or fax to 785-235-3340
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wearing red on Friday.
13TH ANNUAL INTER-TRIBAL VETERANS POW WOW –
Nov. 2, 3-9pm. Gage Park. For info: Don Anderson
266-8248 or revdona@yahoo.com. For concession info:
Mike Ballard 272-5489 or cmballard@aol.com
STAR SPANGLED EVENING WITH GOVERNOR MIKE
HUCKABEE – Nov. 2, 6pm, Ottawa Municipal
Auditorium. Doors open 5:00pm. Live Music
Performance: Nashville Christian Recording Artists
Evidence of Journey Performing with The About Grace
Band at 6:00pm. Reserved Tickets Available at Ottawa
Municipal Auditorium Box Office Noon – 6pm Monday
thru Friday, 301 S. Hickory, Ottawa. www.ottawamunic-
ipalauditorium.com or www.ticketfly.com. Sponsored by
the Franklin County Republican Central Committee In
cooperation with the Ottawa Municipal Auditorium.
FALL BRIDAL SHOW – Nov. 2, 11-3, Holiday Inn, 200
McDonald Dr., Lawrence. WeddingsOfLawrence.com
IWIG DAIRY FALL FESTIVAL – Nov. 2, 1-6pm. Iwig
Dairy Farm, 3320 SE Tecumseh Rd. Live music, petting
zoo, milking demonstrations, hayrack rides, and BBQ.
Adm. is free but please bring a donation for the Alpha
Christian Children’s Home. Items needed include food,
personal care products, and household items. For the
list:  www.alphachristianchildrenshome.com
CHONDA PIERCE – Nov. 2, 7pm. TPAC. Tickets $25.50
and $29.50. For info: 264-2787
FEELIN THE SEASON SHOPPING EVENT – Nov. 2,
10am-3pm. Town & Country Christian Church, 29th
and Fairlawn. 25 crafters and vendors. Free admission.
For info: Julie Nischan 817-8313
ORPHAN SUNDAY - Nov. 3.  A time to call attention to
the tremendous need for adoptive families. Every child

deserves a forever family. Join us on Orphan Sunday by
going to our website to access free resources.
www.dcf.ks.gov
STAND OF SACRIFICE – Nov. 4, 4am-5pm. 800 S
Kansas Ave. 
FACES OF FREEDOM PROJECT – Nov. 5, 9am-5pm.
The Faces of Freedom Project will honor active, retired
or fallen military heroes through a display of combat
boots lining the street in downtown Topeka. Each pair
of boots will feature a photo of a military hero. To honor
your military hero, please email a photo and a short
biography to contact@jamiejarboe.org.
PATRIOTIC SCAVENGER HUNT – Nov. 6-8 Throughout
Topeka. Visit memorials and museums that pay tribute
to the many American heroes from Topeka and
Northeast Kansas. Stop by the Visit Topeka Inc. office
at 618 S. Kansas Avenue to begin the Patriotic
Scavenger Hunt, November 6-8. The scavenger hunt
must be completed and returned to the Visit Topeka
office by 4 p.m. on Friday, November 8 to be eligible
for the prize drawing.
FAITH FORUM – Nov. 7, 8:30-10am. First Southern
Baptist Church, 1912 SW Gage. Presented by Lifeline
Children’s Services and Safe Families for Children.
“Faith Forum” is a gathering of Pastors, Ministry
Leaders, Outreach Directors, Church Members and
Community Leaders concerned about Topeka families;
the care of children, empowerment of parents and
sharing God’s love and compassion beyond the walls
of the church. Speaker will be David Anderson,
Executive Director of Safe Families for Children. RSVP
to Sue Smith at 785-783-4577 or sue.smith@life-
linechild.org
TUMI TOPEKA UPDATE DINNER – Nov. 8, 6pm. Central

Park Christian Church. Learn more about The Urban
Ministry Institute of Topeka. RSVP by Nov. 7 to TUMI-
Topeka on facebook or Mary Flin at 431-6000
4TH ANNUAL INVITE A VETERAN TO BREAKFAST EVENT
– Nov. 9, 8-11am. Central Park Community Church,
1534 SW Clay. Veterans eat free when they accompany
a paid participant. 
SALUTE TO OUR HEROES GALA – Nov. 9, 6-10pm.
Ramada Convention Center. Hosted by the Military
Veteran Project, the Salute to Our Heroes Gala is a din-
ner and silent auction that benefits military veterans.
The Gala presentation will include a special message
from former Senator Bob Dole and will honor organiza-
tions that serve veterans. Purchase your tickets in
advance online and veterans can register free
PUBLIC SKATING –Nov. 10, 4pm; Nov. 23 & 30,
12:30pm, Kansas Expocentre. For info: 235-1986 
VETERANS BENEFIT SHOW – Nov. 10, 1-10pm. Quincy
House, 917 N Kansas Ave. 1:00pm Dana Stuart;
2:30pm The Phaders; 4:00pm Waterdog Nation;
6:30pm The Trants; 8:00pm Snowblind; 9:00pm
Fandango (ZZ Top Tribute). For info: 581-0689
TOPEKA VETERANS DAY PARADE 2013 – Nov. 11,
11am. Downtown Topeka. The parade route will began
at 4th Street, heading south on Kansas Avenue, turn
right on 12th Street, head north on Jackson Avenue
and end at 6th Street. 
C5 BUSINESS EXPO & LUNCHEON – Nov. 14, 6am-
1:30pm, Ramada Downtown. In conjunction with the
YMCA Prayer Breakfast at 6:30am – Visit Expo booths
before and after. Luncheon at 11:30: Cost: $10 for C5
members & first-time guests who RSVP, $12 at the
door; $15 for non-members & other guests. Open to
the public – come find out more about C5 businesses
& organizations and network/fellowship with others.
For RSVPs & info: info@C5Alive.org.
4TH ANNUAL YMCA JOHN 17:21 PRAYER BREAKFAST –
Nov. 14. Downtown Ramada. Guest speaker Kenny
Blair. Get tickets at any YMCA branch.
YOUTH FOR CHRIST COMEDY CAFÉ – Nov. 15, 6:30pm.
Northland Christian Church, 3102 N Topeka Blvd. A
perfect blend of food, fellowship, fun, laughter and a
professional comedy act from an internationally known
comic. Afundraising event for YFC. Admission is free,
but tickets are required. For info: 232-8296
MERRY MARKET – Nov. 15, 1-6m; Nov. 16, 9-3, Ag Hall
at Expocentre. Sponsored by Junior League of Topeka.
SIGHTS AND SOUNDS OF CHRISTMAS AT FAIRLAWN
PLAZA – Nov. 16, 10am-5pm. Fairlawn Plaza Mall. 
QUINCY HOUSE GARAGE SALE, Nov. 16, 8-3, 3029 NW
Highway 24 (Am. Legion Post 400). Info: 430-3610
KAW VALLEY WOODCARVERS SHOW – Nov. 16-17; Sat.
10-5, Sun. 11-4, Ramada West, 6th & Fairlawn.
Carving demonstrations, contests, silent auction. Over
60 of the Midwest’s finest artists’ woodcarvings on
display or for sale. Adm. $3.
TOPEKA ROADRUNNERS – Nov. 21, 22 & 23, 7:15pm.
VS Odessa Jackalopes
Nov. 29-30, 7:15pm. VS Amarillo Bulls
Kansas Expocentre. For info: 235-1986
NATIONAL ADOPTION DAY - Nov. 23. This annual, one-
day event has made the dreams of thousands of chil-
dren come true by working with policymakers, practi-
tioners and advocates to finalize adoptions and create
and celebrate
HOLIDAY FOOD & GIFT MART – Nov. 23, 10-5 & Nov.
24, 11-4, at Exhibition Hall in Expocentre. 
ADOPTION INFORMATION MEETING – Nov. 25, 6-
7:30pm, Lifeline Kansas Office, 4745 NW Hunter’s
Ridge Circle, Suite C.
COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING DINNER – Nov. 28, noon
-3pm, Ag Hall. Free Admission.
MIRACLE ON KANSAS AVENUE TREE LIGHTING AND
PARADE – Nov. 30, 5-8pm. 6th and Kansas Ave.
2013 MIRACLE ON KANSAS AVENUE RESCUE RUN –
Nov. 30, 4:20pm. MKA Invitational 5k run. Traditional
Rescue Run 5k run and 1.5 miles walk at 5pm. For
info: trmonline.org/rescuerun
CHRISTMAS VESPERS – Dec. 1, 2pm. Kansas
Territorial Capital Museum, 609 E Woodson,
Lecompton, KS. For info: 887-6148
PICS WITH ST. NIC – Saturday, December 7, 9am -
11am, at Journey Church, 2727 Wanamaker Dr.  Free
pictures, free cookies and fun!

FAMILY-FRIENDLY DESTINATIONS
BROWN V. BOARD NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE – Daily,
9am–5pm, 1515 SE Monroe. Located in the former all-
black Monroe School. Free admission. For info: 354-
4273 or www.nps.gov/brvb/.
CEDAR CREST, official residence of the KS Governor
¬– Mon., 1pm-3pm, with tours on the half hour, 1 SW
Cedar Crest Rd. Free adm. For info: 296-3636.
COMBAT AIR MUSEUM – Mon.-Sat., 9:30am-4:30pm;
Sun. noon–4:30pm, Hanger 602, Forbes Field. For info:
862-3303 or combatairmusem.org.
CURTIS HOUSE MUSEUM – Every Sat., 11am-3pm; by
appointment other times, 1101 SW Topeka Blvd. Former
mansion of Charles Curtis, 31st Vice President of the
US, and the only one of American Indian heritage.
Cost $5. For info: 357-1371 or 597-5380.
CONSTITUTION HALL – Wed.-Sat., 9am-5pm; Sun., 1-
5pm, National Landmark, Kansas State Historic Site,
Civil War History: Famous Lecompton Constitution, 319

Elmore, Lecompton. For info: 887-6520 or
consthall@kshs.org; or kshs.org/constitution_hall.  
GREAT OVERLAND STATION – Railroad museum, edu-
cation center, veterans memorial and more. 701 N.
Kansas Avenue. Tue-Sat 10am-4pm; Sun 1-4pm.
Closed on Sundays in Jan. & Feb. Adm: $4 adults, $3
seniors,$2 children age 3-12. For info: 232-5533 or
greatoverlandstation.com.
HISTORIC RITCHIE HOUSE – Tour the oldest remaining
home in Topeka (built 1856-57). 1116 Madison.
Admission free. 10am-2pm; weaving demonstrations,
games, food & more.
HOLLEY MILITARY MUSEUM – Downtown Ramada Inn.
Featuring 5 galleries, named after world leaders.
Featuring World War II artifacts, Air Force One exhibit,
Kansas War Heroes, Space, Vietnam & more. Cost:
Free. 10am-8pm daily.
KANSAS NATIONAL GUARD MUSEUM – Forbes Field.
For hours & info: 862-1020. 
KANSAS MUSEUM OF HISTORY - 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Tuesday - Saturday, 1 - 5 p.m. Sunday. 6425 SW 6th
Avenue. 785-272-8681, kshs.org/museum
KANSAS STATE CAPITOL – Mon.-Fri., 8am–5pm, SW
10th & Jackson St. Tours provided. For info: 296-3966
or www.kshs.org/capitol.
OLD PRAIRIE TOWN – 1st & Clay. Open Mon.-Sat.,
10am-4pm; Sun. 12-4pm. Daily guided tours: M-F
10am, 12 & 2pm; Sat. & Sun. 12 & 2pm. 368-2441.
ROEBKE HOUSE MUSEUM – 216 New York, Holton. For
info: 364-4991.
TERRITORIAL CAPITAL MUSEUM – Wed.-Sat., 11am-
4pm; Sun., 1-5pm, National Register Site, 3 floors of
Civil War and Victorian Artifacts, President
Eisenhower's parents’ marriage site: 640 E. Woodson
Ave., Lecompton. For info: 887-6148 or lanemuse-
um@aol.com or lecomptonkansas.com.
TOPEKA/SHAWNEE COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY – 1515
SW 10th St. Mon.-Fri., 9am-9pm, Sat., 9am-6pm, Sun.,

12-9pm. For info: 580-4400.
TOPEKA ZOO – Gage Blvd. between 6th & 10th St. Zoo
hours 9am-5pm. Birthday Parties available -- choose
from two separate party packages; parties last two
hours. For info: 368-9180 or topekazoo.com.

FINE ART
FIRST FRIDAY ART WALK – 1st Friday of every month
at various Topeka galleries. Downtown businesses
open late, including Hazel Hill, Kansas Avenue Market
& The Merchant. For info: artsconnecttopeka.org.
"ART WALK AT THE T.V. UP/DOWN GALLERY!" – First
Friday of every month, TV Up Down Gallery, 909 ½ S.
Kansas Ave. "Art, Music, and More!" 
BEACH MUSEUM OF ART – 701 Beach Lane, Kansas
State University, Manhattan. For info: 532-7718.
BEAUCHAMP’S ART GALLERY – 3113 SW Huntoon. For
info: Bob Swain, 233-0300 or
beauchampsart@cox.net. 
THE ECLECTIVE: ECLECTIC ART SHOWROOM & STU-
DIOS – 900 N. Kansas in the NOTO Arts District. 
MULVANE ART MUSEUM – at Washburn University.
Free admission, open to the public. For info: 670-1124.
MANHATTAN ARTS CENTER – 1520 Poyntz Ave.,
Manhattan. 785-537-4420. Gallery Hours: M - F10am-
5pm, Sat 1-4pm.
SIGNS OF LIFE GALLERY – 722 Massachusetts St.,
Lawrence. 830-8030 or SignsofLifeGallery.com.
SOUTHWIND GALLERY – 3074 SW 29th Street, Topeka.
Kansas 150 Art Exhibit – 150 original paintings and
fine art photography. KTWU Lights-Camera Auction
Reception, featuring “Master’s Paintings.”  273-5994
STRECKER-NELSON GALLERY – 406 1/2 Poyntz,
Manhattan. For info: 537-2099. 
THE UPSTAGE GALLERY – 720 SW Jackson (Historic
Jayhawk Theatre). Open for 1st Fri. Artwalk 5-8pm.
TOPEKA ART GUILD & GALLERY – Wed.-Sat., 11am-
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5pm, Fairlawn Plaza. 273-7646 or topekaartguild.org.  

MEETINGS & CLASSES
HOME GROUP STARTING FOR PASTOR CHUCK BALD-
WIN'S LIBERTY FELLOWSHIP – For further information
please contact Clark Sann at topkshg@gmail.com. A
meeting time will be established to suit interested par-
ticipants.
TOPEKA LINCOLN CLUB – 1st Tue. of month, 7pm,
Topeka Public Library. Discussing our greatest
President, Abraham Lincoln, and his times. On
November 5, Bill Stumpff will give a presentation on
the autobiography of Frederick Douglas, former slave,
abolitionist leader, and friend of Lincoln. The public is
welcome. For info, contact Kirk Nystrom 235-6977.
PERSPECTIVES ALUMNI DESSERT – Nov. 11, 6:30-
8pm, Northland Christian Church, 3102 NW Topeka
Blvd, in Community Café. For all Perspectives class
Alumni and family. Must RSVP by Nov. 4th to perspec-

tivesks@gmail.com or 785-234-1550. 
C5 BUSINESS EXPO & LUNCHEON – Nov. 14, 6am-
1:30pm, Ramada Downtown. In conjunction with the
YMCA Prayer Breakfast at 6:30am – Visit Expo booths
before and after. Luncheon at 11:30: Cost: $10 for C5
members & first-time guests who RSVP, $12 at the
door; $15 for non-members & other guests. Open to
the public – come find out more about C5 businesses
& organizations and network/fellowship with others.
For RSVPs & info: info@C5Alive.org.
PERSPECTIVES - PASTORS LEADERSHIP BRUNCH –
Nov. 18, 9:30-11am, Topeka Public Library - Marvin
Auditorium 101A. Speaker: James Mason, National
Director of Perspectives and former Topeka pastor Stan
Freyenberger, Regional Director of Perspectives. For all
Topeka/Shawnee county area pastors. Free brunch.
Speakers will share details about the class including
how this tool can mobilize our local body into finding
their role in the great commission. Only 80 spots avail-
able so MUST RSVP by November 11 to perspec-

tivesks@gmail.com or 785-234-1550. 
WOMEN’S CONNECTION THANKSGIVING LUNCHEON –
Nov. 7, 11:30am, Topeka & Shawnee County Library,
1515 SW 10th Ave. Entertainment includes music,
drama presentation, Inspirational message.
Reservations required by Nov 4; $14 including lunch.
RSVP:  Ann at 266-1522 or Jeanie at 233-1387.
SATURDAY WOMEN’S CONNECTION “NO FAKE CAKE”
LUNCHEON – Nov. 9, 11am, Capitol Plaza Hotel,
Emerald Rm. Event Cost including meal: $13. RSVPs:
Arlene, 233-0701 or email: leidacloud@cox.net.
Business Feature:  Allyson Flander, owner of Billy
Vanilly. Music:  Haley Hughes, 9th Grader at Shawnee
Hts, with flute music. Speaker: Caroline Casselberry “Is
Your Emotional Tank on Empty?”
PERSPECTIVES ON THE WORLD CHRISTIAN MOVE-
MENT - Jan 21-May 13, Topeka Spring Class: Tuesdays,
6:30-9:30pm, Northland Christian Church, 3102 NW
Topeka Blvd. A New Speaker every week for 15 weeks.
College credit option. Register today at www.perspec-
tives.org >Find a class – Topeka.
INNOVATIVE NETWORKING GROUP.LUNCHEONS -
11:30am every other Wednesday:
Oct 30 @ Celtic Fox 
Nov 13 @ location to be announced
Dec 11 @  location to be announced - White Elephant
$5 Gift Exchange 
ING SPECIAL EVENTS:
Nov 9 Chili Cook Off @ Keene Country Estates
Dec 14 Woman's Group @ Lazy Toad
View Details & Register to attend at:
www.INGTopeka.com 
BIBLE STUDY ON THE BOOK OF ESTHER - 6pm Sunday
evenings, Cornerstone Community Church, 7620 SW
21st. For info: 478-2929
DEAF WORSHIP SERVICE – 3rd Sun., 3pm, Faith
Lutheran Church, 17th & Gage. Also, every Sun.
9:30am service is interpreted.
FAMILY EXPERIENCE (FX) – Every Sun., 6:01pm,
Fairlawn Church of Nazarene, 730 Fairlawn Rd. A time
of high intensity, action packed, skit mania, worship
music all centered around the word of God for 45 min-
utes. A free family worship event. For info: Emily Moore,
272-6322 or fxthelawn@gmail.com.
LADIES' SMALL GROUP – Every Sun., 6pm, Bethel
Baptist Church, 4011 N. Kansas Ave. Studying the book
of Esther, using the DVD series "It's Tough Being a
Woman" by Beth Moore. All welcome. Info: 286-0467.
CHRISTIANS FOR LIFE – 2nd Mon., 7pm-prayer, 8pm-
short business meeting, Community Church, 1819 SW
21st. A pro-life educational ministry.  286-3432 . 
EDWARD JONES COFFEE CLUB – 2nd Mon., 8:30am,
HyVee Club Room, 2951 SW Wanamaker Rd. Bring

friends & any questions you may have to this informal
gathering. Sponsored by Brian C. Casebeer, Financial
Advisor. Seating limited. For reservations: 233-0366.
THE FIRST PLACE 4 HEALTH PROGRAM – Mon.,
6:30pm or Sat., 8am, Topeka First Assembly, 500 SW
27th St. This program points members to God’s
strength & creates a compassionate support group
that helps members stay accountable in a positive
environment & delivers faith-based health & weight
management instruction. To join or start a new group,
contact Jan Norris, 972-0582 or norris.jan@sbcglob-

al.net or visit firstplace4health.com.
THE FORCE (Students Taking Action) – 1st Mon. & 3rd
Tue., 6:30-8pm, Safe Streets, 2209 SW 29th St. A
group that's committed to being alcohol & drug free.
Associate with like-minded peers, plan activities & get
involved in the community. All youth ages 12-18 are
invited. For info: 266-4606.
HEARTLAND HEALTHY NEIGHBORHOODS – 2nd Mon.,
11:45am-1pm. Promoting neighborhood well-being by
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Reservations are required. The Comedy Cafe is underwritten by  

individual table sponsors so seating is limited.  To make your  
reservation or sponsor a table go to: Topeka.yfc.net/comedycafe 

or call the YFC office at 785-232-8296  
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Christian independent movie, "I'm In
Love With A Church Girl," looks to be
quite a hit after a strong opening week-
end in select theaters in late October.
It is currently the No. 1 independent

movie in theaters, with Rolling Stone
calling the film "the biggest indie debut
this week," with showings on more than
450 screens averaging, per screen $2,300.
The movie stars Jeff "Ja Rule" Atkin,

Adrienne Bailon, Stephen Baldwin,
Vincent Pastore, Michael Madsen, T-
Bone, Martin Kove and TobyMac, with
Steve Race directing.
The story focuses on Ja Rule looks to

find "faith and redemption" from a past
of crime after meet-
ing the girl of his
dream, Bailon,
who happens to
be a church girl.
"I got a call

about the film,
I read the
script and
liked the
character,"
said Ja
Rule to
The Christian

Post "I felt there were parallels between
me and Miles life. [There's a lot of paral-
lels] he's going through a struggle
between good and evil, he's trying to do
something positive with his life. He's
looking towards the light and his past
keeps bringing him back to a dark place

and I can really relate to that."
The rapper, like his charac-

ter Miles Montego, just came
out of a stint in prison.

Churches have
flocked to support

the film and are
going on church
visits to the-
aters.

"'I'm in
Love With
A Church

Girl' may be one of a very small handful
of totally in- your face unapologetic
Christian movies that's hitting 500
screens. That's quite unusual in the dis-
tribution process in Hollywood. So the
fact that the companies that are involved
in this [such as] Sony and Vivendi is real-
ly encouraging," said actor Stephen
Baldwin to CP about his goal working on
the movie."I'm In Love With A Church
Girl," is rated PG and is distributed in the
United States by High Top Releasing.

For more information on the
movie visit www.iminlove-

withachurchgirl.com

Ja Rule, Toby Mac movie is top indie film
moviereview

by Justin Sarachik

film411
STARS: Adrienne Bailon, Michael
Madsen, Stephen Baldwin,
Martin Kove, Ja Rule, Galley
Molina, Vincent Pastore, Alicia
Urizar, T-Bone, Toby McKeehan,
Elizabeth, Michael Rivera, Tara
Radcliffe
Rating: PG

�I’m in Love With a
Church Girl" stars Ja Rule

and Adrienne Bailon.

Hip-hop artist and actor Ja Rule said
in a recent interview with HuffPost Live
that Hillsong Church NYC's "come as
you are" atmosphere helped him wel-
come God into his life.
The rapper, whose real name is Jeffrey

Atkins, spoke with Marc Lamont Hill
about his experience touring churches to
promote his new movie, "I'm In Love
With A Church Girl." He was regularly
asked during the tour if he was saved or
if starring in the film impacted him spir-
itually, he shared, and he would respond
by saying he loved God and believed in
Him, but was taking his faith slowly.
"But what I was really saying is: 'I

don't feel like I'm a part of this yet. I
don't feel welcome,'" he said.
He didn't feel welcome, that is, until

he stepped foot into Hillsong Church
NYC. Ja Rule was impressed by the
megachurch's meeting location – the
Irving Plaza concert venue – as well as
the "eclectic" group of people that gath-
ers there for worship.
He was also moved by the sermon

delivered by Carl Lentz, the tattooed sen-
ior pastor of Hillsong NYC.
"I felt comfortable," said Ja Rule. "I felt

like he was really speaking to me. And
that moved me to say, 'You know what?
Now I get it. I can accept God into my
life.'"

Ja Rule, who says his strict Jehovah's
Witness upbringing put a "black eye" on
religion for him, also says he realized

Lentz wasn't asking him to immediately
put out a gospel music album. The rap-
per is taking "baby steps" in his faith, he
said, and he is doing so at his own pace.
"I'm not saying I'm perfect, not saying

I'm going to change tomorrow, but I'm
making that step and they're accepting
me as I am," he said.
The rapper isn't the only celebrity

who has been drawn to Hillsong NYC,
which opened in October 2010 and is
the first U.S. congregation started by
Australia's Hillsong Church. Pop sensa-
tion Justin Bieber, actress and singer
Vanessa Hudgens and New York Knicks
center Tyson Chandler are among those
who have been spotted at the church.
Ja Rule served jail time for attempted

criminal possession of a weapon and tax
evasion. The gun possession sentence
was the result of an incident in which
police discovered a loaded semi-auto-
matic handgun in the rapper's car back
in 2007. He served the two sentences
concurrently.
In his new film the rapper plays a for-

mer drug trafficker who becomes
attracted to a "church girl." 
His character's questionable past,

however, quickly becomes an obstacle
that tests the pair's relationship and their
faith.

Ja Rule:  Hillsong NYC Helped Me Accept God
by Jeff Schapiro ... I'm making that step,

and they're accepting
me as I am.

i moreinformation

Larry Gatlin in Concert
with All Four One
November 23, 6:30pm
Doors Open at 5:30
Wanamaker Woods Church     
3501 SW Wanamaker Rd.
785-273-2248
Tickets also available at 
LifeWay Christian Store

Country Music singer-songwriter
Larry Gatlin will be making a stop in
Topeka November
23rd for a concert at
Wanamaker Woods
Church of the
Nazarene. He is
touring again, both
as a solo act and
with his brothers.
Gatlin is known for his rich tenor voice
and the string of pop-inflected hit songs
he wrote while he and his brothers were
becoming one of country music's most
successful acts of the 1970s and 1980s. 
The Gatlins were raised listening to

country and gospel music, and they often
sang in their local church. 
“I still love to sing in church!” Gatlin

said in an interview. He said he looks for-
ward to performing in Topeka at

Larry Gatlin coming
to Wanamaker Woods
on November 23rd

Wanamaker Woods.
When asked whether he

would be doing a duet along
with All Four One on the
23rd, Gatlin said he hoped so,
and that he enjoys performing
and singing with others.
Pastor Robert Brooks of

Wanamaker Woods said he
was put in touch with Gatlin
by Ron Blackwood when the
Blackwood Brothers per-
formed there recently.
“We’re excited!” Brooks

exclaimed when asked how he
felt about having Gatlin com-
ing to perform at Wanamaker
Woods.
Gatlin will be sharing his

testimony as well as his
singing talents on the 23rd.

Topekan and college student
Frances Wood, sometimes
known at Granny Franny

82-year-old student
Frances Wood crowned
‘Homecoming Granny’
Frances Wood, 82, enrolled at MidAmerica
Nazarene University two years ago after her
husband of 59 years passed away.
"I was beginning to get just a little lonely and
depressed. I needed something different to
do and believe me, this is different," Wood, a
grandmother of eight, told KCTV.
The school's oldest student quickly became
it's most popular, with students calling
Wood "Granny Franny" — and even honor-
ing her at homecoming.
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The Twelve Day Christmas
of Silverlenne Forest
Paperback, 112 pages

$10.99; Available at:
www.thetwelvedaychristmas.com

Show me how to love the unlovable�
Show me how to reach the unreachable�
Help me now do the impossible�
Forgiveness

That’s the chorus to Matthew West’s
aptly named song “Forgiveness”, and those
four lines of music are perhaps the best
way to summarize his new writing project,
Forgiveness: Overcoming the Impossible.
For years, West had made it his mission to

collect stories of God’s power from
Christians all across the world. After
receiving over twenty thousand stories
from people throughout the United States
and several countries, West began to see a
common theme emerging from each of
these letters: forgiveness. Part devotional,
part testimonial, Forgiveness spotlights a
few of these personal stories to remind
Christians of the freedom we have in
Christ. It’s easy to see West has poured a
great deal of personal thought into this
book, but how does the completed project

hold up?        
The book’s formula is pretty simple.

Each chapter begins with a story, then
West follows up with some of his own
reflections and personal commentary.
With eighteen stories in all, you might
think the theme of forgiveness would run
stale after a few chapters, but each testimo-
ny is unique and offers different perspec-
tives for readers to take in. 
In one section, a woman recounts her

journey to forgive the drunk driver that
killed her daughter. 
In another, a man talks about the for-

giveness he received after his affair almost
destroyed a marriage.

In the end, it’s very hard to be critical
of Matthew West’s literary endeavor. With
such a simple outline, the book accom-
plishes its goal without overcomplicating
things. The only potential issue readers
may have with the book is its pacing.
Forgiveness was designed to be read in
short increments, and speed-readers will
find the chapters running together if
they’re not careful. As for the message, it
will resonate load and clear with anyone
who picks up the book.

The moment we choose to forgive is
the moment we are set free.

Matthew West is finding freedom in ‘Forgiveness’

Katherine Linquist's love of fairy
tales and the Christmas carol, The
Twelve Days of Christmas, is evident
in her book, The Twelve Days of
Silverlenne Forest.  She com-
bines elements from
both to give an original
take on the twelve gifts
given by my true love.  
With touches of magic,

kingdoms, fairies, forests,
and royalty this beloved
song comes to life with a
definite twist on the telling.
The reader has the joy of
knowing the anticipated gifts,
but finds their unveiling in a
fairy tale setting.
The Twelve Day Christmas of

Silverlenne Forest brings a beloved
Christmas carol to life for families
and children.  It is a love story which
unites two kingdoms and could easily
become a family Christmas tradition.

About the author:
Katherine Linquist is a modern and

contemporary dancer who enjoys
reading. She finds time to both write

and choreograph whenever she can.
Katherine is currently training with a
professional dance company in

Cleveland, Ohio.

What others are saying
about the book:

“I absolutely love it when
authors wrap traditional
fairy tales in a backdrop of
epic fantasy, and “The
Twelve-Day Christmas of
Silverlenne Forest” does-
n’t disappoint! Kings,
queens, fairies … and

ten lords a leaping – gotta
love it!”
-David Lee King, author, librarian,

and blogger at davidleeking.com

The Twelve-Day Christmas of Silverlenne Forest, by local Topeka author
Katherine Linquist, is a fairytale based on the classic Christmas song. It tells
who the “true loves” are, why so many gifts are needed, and why it takes twelve
entire days to give them. The reader finds these answers amidst fairies and
princesses, clouds to fly on, ballerina swans, and a battle to save a kingdom.

REVIEW By Sherry Wallace, MLS

Grammy-award winning alt-rockers
Switchfoot will be releasing their debute
film, Fading West, Dec. 10. Their album
of the same name is slated to be released
in January, but their first single has
already garnered some hype. 
“Love Alone Is Worth The Fight” has

gotten unprecedented support in the last
few weeks, according to Billboard
Christian Hot AC/CHR. Billboard has
reported that every affiliated station has
played the
single in its
debut week;
this is the
first time this
has hap-
pened in the
history of
the chart,

launched in 2006. The song is likewise
the highest recorded debut position, at
No, 34, on the National Christian
Audience (NCA) chart. For more infor-
mation on Switchfoot’s albums, Fading
West movie, and the latest tour updates,
please visit www.switchfoot.com.
Multi-platinum and award-winning

artist Michael W. Smith has announced a
Christmas tour this wintry season.
Continuing his holiday tradition, Smith
will be performing with the Dallas
Symphony Orchestra for two nights,
Dec. 9 and 10. Angie Miller, an American
Idol finalist, will be performing on the
tour as well. Third Day has also
announced they will be on tour with
Smith on the Dec 5, 6 and 7 dates (Fargo,
ND, Sioux Falls, SD, St. Paul, MN, respec-
tively).
"I am incredibly honored to be on this

tour with him no,” Miller said, noting
that she sang his songs in church growing
up.
Michael W. Smith, his band, and Angie

Miller, will be performing in Salina, KS,
at the Stiefel Theatre, on December 13th.
Please visit MichaelWSmith.com for
more information.  
Another multi-award winner, Steven

Curtis Chapman, recently stopped in
Kansas City with the “The Glorious
Unfolding Tour”. The album of the same
name has gotten quite a few prodigious
reviews recently, garnering praise from
USA Today, Billboard, Jesus Freak
Hideout and Christian Music Zine to

musicscene

D.C. Jeanes
Metro Voice
Music critic

Holidays offer lots for music lovers

by Glenn McCarty

Forgiveness was designed to be read in short
increments, and speed-readers will find the chapters

running together if they’re not careful. 
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Shop these stores and you could
win a 51” Big Screen Plasma TV!
ALSO SAVE 10% ON PURCHASES AT ALL THE PARTICIPATING STORES 

A number of thrift stores
have joined forces with
Metro Voice to help you
save money this fall - and
maybe even win a new 51”
Big Screen Plasma TV as a
Christmas present to
yourself!

All you have to do is visit
one of the thrift stores and
pick up a Punch Card -
then have it punched at all
seven of the participating
stores.   

When your card is com-
pleted, just drop it in one
of the entry boxes located
at all seven participating
stores. The winner of the
TV will be presented their
prize by Metro Voice at the
business location where
they deposited their com-
pleted Punch Card.

Other prizes to be pre-
sented will be Meal
Certificates from local

Match up the num-
bers on the map
with the numbers on 
the thrift store ads
to find the 
location of each
business.

7

5

6

3

4

2 1

Be thrifty - shop Topeka’s thrift stores & save!

1

4

2

Look for boxes like this one at Topeka’s
Treasure Chest to get a Punchcard and enter
the contest for the 51” Plasma TV! nn Please see next page
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WIN THIS
 

SAMSUN
G

51”  TV!

51”!

restaurants.

And that’s not all!  While
you are carrying your
Punch Card around and
getting it punched at each
location over the next
three months, you can
save 10% on your pur-
chases during return visits
to participating stores!

This promotion runs
through December 14th -
the 51” Big Screen Plasma
TV could be your

Christmas Present! 

Winners will be contacted
December 16th.

Stop in and get your
punchcard today!
Contest sponsored by Metro Voice.
Samsung TV provided by Metro Voice.

is giving away this 51” plasma tv!

5

3

67

Participating Thrift Stores:
Following is a list of the thrift
stores participating in the contest.
You can get Punchcards at any of
them, just look for the box like the
one in the picture below!

1.  Bargain Barn
21st & Gage  •  215-8187

2. God’s Storehouse
2111 SW Chelsea  •  608-6743 

3. Boyles Joyland Flea Market
29th & Adams  •  266-5401 

4. Rescue Mission Thrift Store
1312 N. Kansas Ave.  •  235-9094 

5. Sunflower Flea Market
5816 SW Topeka Blvd.  •  554-2192 

6. The Catch-All Flea Market
1929 S. Kansas Ave.  •  215-6355

7. Topeka’s Treasure Chest
420-C SE 29th St.  •  215-6618  
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The news and

information you want..

metrovoicenews.com

Are you serious? I cannot believe
all of the so called Chiefs fans out
there that are criticizing the team and
finding faults to throw at them. Sure,
even though their record is perfect, it
doesn’t mean that they are. They
have a lot of room to improve, but
the simple fact of the matter is this,
they’ve played eight
games and they’ve won
all eight. They’re halfway
home and they’ve
already assured them-
selves of a .500 record.
Not bad for the worst team in foot-
ball a year ago. 

Anyone who wants to be critical
of this year’s team needs to think
back and remember what a 2-14 sea-
son feels like. Anyone who wants to
find faults with the coaching staff
and the front office needs to look
around the team and notice some of
the players that they brought in, or
should I say, didn’t bring in.

I realize that quarterback Alex
Smith is not an elite player at his
position, but he already has nine
touchdown passes. Not many, I
know, but considering all quarter-
backs who wore Chiefs jerseys last
season only threw eight, I would say
it’s quite an improvement. Smith was
brought in to not lose games. If he
throws for nine more touchdowns
during the second half of the season,
he will tie his career high of 18. Sure,
his quarterback rating thus far is only
82.1, but consider that is the third
highest of his career. 

He’s not there yet, but I do think
that he could become one of the top
10 quarterbacks in the league before

he’s done. I’d settle for him being one
of the top 15. Either way, he’s a lot
better than the junk the Chiefs have
been trotting out there for the last
several years.

I’ll give you the fact that they’ve
been playing a last place schedule so
far, and they could very well be 9-0 as

they go into their bye
week after playing
Buffalo. We will find
out quick if these guys
are real or not as they
come back from the bye

and play the Denver Broncos twice
and the San Diego Chargers in their
first three games. Throw in  games
with the Indianapolis Colts and road
trips to Washington and San Diego,
and we could very well be looking at
a team that finishes 12-4 or 11-5.
Yeah, I’ll take that.

The defense is what is making
this team dangerous though.
Currently, they are allowing only 12.5
points per game. It doesn’t take much
sense to realize that when you’re giv-
ing up less than two touchdowns per
outing chances are good that you’ll
win a few. They lead the league in
sacks and turnover ratio.

Don’t expect these Chiefs to run
the table. They’ll be the first to tell
you they aren’t good enough to do
that. However, don’t count these guys
out. I believe that their defense can
keep them in any game, even against
the Broncos. I think winning a play-
off game is a good goal for this team.
Who knows, maybe they’ll string a
few of those together and reach the
Super Bowl. Crazier things have hap-
pened!

As former KC Royals slugger and
now spring training hitting Instructor
Willie Mays Aikens sat next to me at a
recent charity event with the book
“Safe At Home-Willie Mays Aikens”.
He told folks that the book is his story:
the good, the bad and the ugly. Willie
has certainly seen all of that. From lit-
erally dirt-poor beginnings in what he
describes as a “shack” in South

Carolina, he
watched his
mother be a
domestic vio-
lence victim.
His only sol-
ace was sports
– from base-
ball and foot-
ball in his
younger years,
to football at
S o u t h

Carolina State, to Major League
Baseball (with the Angels, our Royals
and the Toronto Blue Jays). During his
baseball career, he was introduced to
the drug culture that became a daily
part of his life until his freedom was
taken away in a 20 year sentence in
prison. 
It was there that Willie returned to

the faith he had also been introduced
to in his youth but had been too busy
with sports and pinball to take seri-
ously. He rededicated his life to Jesus
Christ. God blessed him in using for-
mer teammate (and my childhood
sports hero) George Brett, to bring
him to his new position as a hitting
instructor in spring training with the
Royals. Willie also now speaks to base-
ball players young and old, as well as
in churches and civic organizations,
about the dangers of drug use and his
faith and is featured in Jordan’s book.

Bernie Carbo was the Cincinatti
Reds’ number one pick in the 1965
draft-ahead of Johnny Bench, right
after he graduated from Franklin High
School in the Detroit area. He would
go on to play for the St Louis
Cardinals, Boston Red Sox, Milwaukee
Brewers, Cleveland Indians and the
Pittsburgh Pirates. I met Bernie when
he spoke at a recent luncheon for the
Real Life Downtown Ministry. He
spoke about hitting against pitchers
like Tom Seaver, Bob Gibson, Rawly
Eastwick, but having been the most
intimidated by facing Nolan Ryan,
who he struck out 19 times against. He
spoke of getting kicked out of five
games over his career and the need to
be nice to umpires. 

Bernie is well known for his game-
tying three run, pinch-hit home run
in game 6 of the 1975 World Series, as
a member of the Boston Red Sox,
against his old team, the Cincinatti
Reds. It’s the same game that Carlton
Fisk hit his famous, constantly seen on
sports highlights blast, in the twelfth
inning. 

But what really set Bernie Carbo
apart was the fact that he had started

drinking at age 16, was smoking drugs
by age 22 and later got hooked on
speed and cocaine. Bernie says out of
1,000 baseball games he played only
one sober. Unlike Aikens, who had no
father in his life, Bernie was raised in a
typical American home, but had no
real relationship with his father, and
was trying to compensate. Former
Cardinal team-mate Keith Hernandez
named Bernie as the one who intro-
duced him to drugs in 1980. But in
1993, during a hospital stay, Bernie
was led to Christ by a pastor who was
also a patient. He also has a book,
“Saving Bernie Carbo”-co-authored
with Dr Peter Hantzls. He also now
lives his life for Jesus Christ and is a
regular speaker and runs the
Diamond Club Ministry “Telling the
greatest story ever told, through the
greatest game ever played”. You can
find him at Berniecarbo.com.

Former MLB drug users now sharing recovery through faith

DO YOU HAVE A STORY IDEA FOR METRO VOICE SPORTS?
E-mail us at voice@cox.net with your questions & suggestions!

JOHN LOSH II
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mobilizing people, ideas & resources. 233-1365.
POINT MAN AND HOME FRONT OF SHAWNEE CO - 1st,
3rd & 5th Tues. of each month, 6-8pm, Topeka Bible
Church, 1101 SW Mulvane, Potluck dinner begins at
6:10 PM. A Bible study and support group for military
& veterans and their wives, moms and sisters.
Interested in joining or volunteering? Contact David or
Jacque Ankenman at 249-8359 or 221-1739.
CONCERNED WOMEN FOR AMERICA (CWA) – 3rd
Tue., 10am-12noon, Northland Christian Church, 3102
NW Topeka Blvd. 224-7126 or cwatopeka@giant-
comm.net.
NAMI TOPEKA – Every 2nd Tue., 6:45pm, lower level
of Valeo, 330 SW Oakley. If door is locked, call 608-
1317 to get in. The 1st hour is often a discussion of
an important topic or video. The 2nd hour is usually a
support talk time, with separate consumer & family
groups. For info: 608-1317.
OUR LADY OF THE FAITHFUL – Every 1st Tues.,
6:30pm Mass followed by Dinner, Most Pure Heart of
Mary Catholic Church. A Catholic group for those in
their 20-30s. For info: Michelle Ann 580-3071 or
ourladyofthefaithful@gmail.com. All events are also
posted on Facebook at "Ourladyof theFaithful." 
SUNRISE OPTIMIST CLUB – Every Tue., 6:30am,
Sunrise Optimist Complex, 720 NW 50th St. For info:
Gary, 246-1291.
O.W.L.S. (Older Wise Loving Saints) - meets the sec-
ond Tuesday of the month. Location varies and can
be found at www.faithfamilylife.com
S.W.A.G. (Spiritual Warriors Anointed by God) youth
group - Wed at 7:00 p.m. 3710 NW Topeka Blvd.
AWANA – Every Wed., 6-8pm, First Southern Baptist

Church, 1912 SW Gage Blvd. Bible based program for
children & youth ages 3-HS. For info: 272-0443.
AWANA – Every Wed., 6:30pm, Bethel Baptist Church,
4011 N. Kansas Ave. Bible based program for children
& youth ages 3-HS. For info: 286-0467.
AWANA – Every Wed., 6:30-8pm, Auburn Christian
Church. Bible based program for children & youth
ages 3-HS. For info: 256-2515.
MACHINE EMBROIDERY CLUB – 1st Wed.,
9am–2:30pm, Our Savior's Lutheran Church, 2021
SW 29th Street (south doors). To teach each other,
enjoy fellowship & complete projects. Call Anne 271-
1567.
SAFE STREETS MEETING – 1st Wed., 11:45am, Golf
Park Blvd, 2 blocks west of Adams. Info: 266-4606.
STUDENT IMPACT – Every Wed., 6–8pm, First
Southern Baptist, 1912 SW Gage Blvd. Youth games,
teaching, worship, small groups. For info: 272-0443.
TGIW: “TEACHING GOD’S INFINITE WISDOM” MEN’S
STUDY – Every Wed., 6:15am, Backyard Burgers in
Lawrence. Affiliated with CharacterCounts.com.
David Scheib, 865-5258 or

dvscheib@sunflower.com.
BIBLE STUDY - every Thur. 1pm-3pm in the Prayer
Rm at Faith Family Life Centre, 3710 NW Topeka Blvd.
BIBLES AND BOOTS: Chapter of Cowboys for Christ
Fellowship – 3rd Thurs., 7:30pm, Wamego. Call for
location. All welcome, no membership dues, livestock
ownership not required. Fellowship & fun! Doug
Palmer, Pres. 410-9097, or Dave Boyd, V.P. 364-2779.
CHRISTIAN CHALLENGE – Every Thurs. 7–9pm, First
Southern Baptist, 1912 SW Gage Blvd. Worship for
college students.
FULL GOSPEL BUSINESSMEN’S FELLOWSHIP – 3rd
Thurs., 6pm meal, 7pm meeting, Coyote Canyon,
Huntoon & Wanamaker. Kirk Nystrom, 235-6977.
iMOM – 1st & 3rd Thurs., 9-11:30am, Topeka Bible
Church Fellowship Hall, 1135 SW College. For all
moms, helping them to be intentional! For info: 234-
5545.
NAMI WASHBURN – 4th Thurs., 6-8pm, Spirit
Building Room, University United Methodist Church,
1621 SW College Ave. NAMI is a student-run, stu-
dent-led organization that provides mental health
support, education, & advocacy in the Washburn
University setting. A support group is also available
during this time.
OPERATION BACKPACK – 1st Thurs., 6pm, Lyman
Learning Center, Lyman and N. Kansas Ave.
Volunteers gather to assemble Weekend Snack Sacks
for low-income students. Sponsored by Topeka North
Outreach. For info: 286-1370. 
SINGLES BIBLE STUDY – 2nd & 4th Thurs., 7pm,
Heartland Worship Center Church of God, 1401 NW
Harrison. For info: 232-5503.
TOPEKA GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY – 4th Thurs., 7pm,
Topeka Shawnee County Public Library, 1515 SW 10th
St. No program in Nov. or Dec. Promotes & stimulates
the education, knowledge & interest of the member-

ship & the public in family history, genealogical
records & research. For info: 233-5762 or
tgstopeka.org. 
AGLOW INTERNATIONAL TOPEKA – A Kingdom
focused ministry for men & women. Meeting once a
month at the Ramada Inn, 420 E 6th Street. Call
230-4441 or email topekaaglow@hotmail for
dates/times. 
KINGDOM ADVISORS BREAKFAST STUDY MEETING –
Every 2nd Fri., 7:15am, Perkins Restaurant, 1720 SW
Wanamaker Rd. Financial Planners, Accountants,
Attorney’s & Insurance Agents invited to attend. king-
domadvisors.org or Jim Hanna, 357-6278, ext.19.
TOPEKA (Downtown) OPTIMIST CLUB – Every Fri.,
noon, Top of the Tower. Serving the youth of Topeka.
Anyone welcome. 272-1099 or fostern60@yahoo.com.
VIP LUNCHEON FOR SENIORS – Every Fri., Noon,
North Topeka Baptist Church, 123 NW Gordon. FREE
lunch with Christian fellowship, devotions & enter-
tainment provided by Topeka North Outreach. For Info:
286-1370.
A GOOD YARN CLUB – 2nd & 4th Sat., 9-11am,
Wanamaker Rd Baptist Church, 2700 SW Wanamaker.

Doing Good for Others: Knitting & Crocheting for Local
Charities, free yarn & patterns. All experience levels
welcome. Info: Debby 215-4889,
ddhenrikson@cox.net 
BIBLE QUIZZING – 1st Sat. Learn God's Word & have
fun doing it with area Christian youth ages 9-19. New
teams forming now for this year's season of quizzing.
YFC/YEA style quizzing & rules. For info: 913-593-
6427 or biblequizzer.org.
MONTHLY SCORE MEETING – 1st Sat., 8-9:30am,
Comfort Suites, 6213 SW 10th. Small business own-
ers are invited to attend monthly Breakfast
Roundtable discussions with members of SCORE
(Service Corps of Retired Executives).  For info: 234-
3049.
FREE ENGLISH CLASSES – Every Sat. 9-10:30am,
Central Congregational Church, 1248 SW Buchannan.
For info: 235-2376. 
RUSSIAN HOUSE OF PRAYER – Every Sat., 4pm,
Williamstown Assembly of God, 1225 Oak St.,
Perry/Williamstown. For info: 597-5228.
SINGLES PLAY CARDS – 1st Sat., 6pm, St. Peter’s
UMC, NW 35th & Hwy 75; 3rd Sat., 6pm, Countryside
UMC, 3221 SW Burlingame Rd. Christian singles 18 &
over. Bring a snack or 2-liter soda & join the fun. 
UPPER ROOM COMMUNITY – held at the Capitol
Building every second Saturday of the month at
10am.

SUPPORT GROUPS
ABORTION RECOVERY SUPPORT GROUPS – A 12-
step Restoring Joy recovery journey for women.
Providing services for women & men who suffer from
Post-Abortion Syndrome. For info: Kay Lyn, 272-6212.
AL-ANON FAMILY GROUPS – for friends & families of
alcoholics. For info: 357-8725.
PURSUIT FOR SEXUAL PURITY – Men struggling with
pornography & sexual addiction.  This bible

study/accountability group uses the Pure Desire book
by Ted Roberts. For info: Hunter Ruch, Topeka Bible
Church, 234-5545 or hruch@topekabiblechurch.org.
ALZHEIMER’S SUPPORT GROUPS – Monthly support
group meetings for caregivers of individuals with
Alzheimer’s disease or a related dementia. For info:
Alzheimer’s Association, Heart of America Chapter,
271-1844 or email cindy.miller@alz.org.
"BETRAYED HEART" support group/Bible study – For
women whose husbands struggle with pornography
addictions or have had affairs. Videos & workbook
will give you hope for your marriage & emotional
healing. For info: Jane Goble, 478-9605.
BIKERS AGAINST CHILD ABUSE – NE Kansas Chapter
(B.A.C.A.) 3rd Sun., 4 pm American Legion, 3800 SE
Michigan. Open to the public. For info: 817-5801.
FRIENDS WITH M.S. – 3rd Mon., 6:30pm, Our
Savior's Lutheran Church, 2021 SW 29th St. (Enter
East door). A Multiple Sclerosis support group. Donna,
266-7383.
BOUNCE BACK SELF-HELP – 3rd Mon., 6:30pm, Our
Savior’s Lutheran Church, 2021 SW 29th St. For those
living with multiple sclerosis. For info: 273-0799.
INCARCERATED PERSONS & FAMILIES – 1st Mon.,
6:30–7:30pm, YMCA, 421 Van Buren. 286-2329.
THE COMPASSIONATE FRIENDS BEREAVED PARENTS
SUPPORT GROUP –. Most Pure Heart of Mary, 17th &
Stone. Memorial Candle Lighting, candles provided,
please bring framed picture of memorial item of your
child. Fellowship and refreshments following. 272-
4895
OVERCOMERS OUTREACH – Every Mon., 7-8:30pm,
Wanamaker Woods Church, 3501 SW Wanamaker Rd.
A bridge between traditional church and traditional
12 step meetings. Contact info: Bill at 409-9111 or
wwcnovercomers@gmail.com.
GRIEF SUPPORT GROUPS – Sponsored by Heartland
Hospice for those dealing with death or major loss: 

1st Mon., 6:30pm, Heartland Hospice of Topeka, 2231
SW Wanamaker Rd., Suite 202.
1st & 3rd Thurs., 3pm, Brewster Place, 1209 SW 29th
St., penthouse of indep. living high-rise apts.
3rd Thurs., 11am, Widow’s/Widowers’ Luncheon,
Paisano’s Ristorante, Fleming Place, SW 10th & Gage
Blvd,. Dutch treat luncheon to meet new friends who
have sat where you are sitting. For reservations
(required) or info: 271-6500. 
OVEREATERS / UNDEREATERS ANONYMOUS:
MON., 7pm – Westminister Presbyterian, south door,
upstairs in Library; 233-6724.
WED., 7pm – St. Francis Hospital meeting room 6,
2nd floor; 234-8020.
SAT. - 9am – St. Francis Hospital meeting room 8,
2nd floor; 862-2326.
For info: 357-8774; sunflowerintergroup.oa.org.
CHRIST-CENTERED SUPPORT GROUP – “Strong
Tower” 12 step recovery program – Tue., 7pm, 1331
SW Harrison. Currently discussing the book “Living
Free in Christ.” For info: Tony, 620-366-1427.
GRANDPARENT/RELATIVE CAREGIVER SUPPORT
GROUP – 3rd Tue., 6:30-8pm, 2nd floor meeting
room, St. Francis Hosp, 1700 SW 7th. Join for support,
information, etc. For info: Sharla, 286-2329; Jennie
(English/Spanish) 231-0763.
THE GREATER TOPEKA MULTIPLE MYELOMA – 3rd
Tue., 7-8:30pm, Faith Lutheran Church, 17th St. &
Gage Blvd. Oen to Multiple Myeloma patients, their
family members & friends. Share support, informa-
tion,& friendship. For info: Donna, 903-918-9553.   
"HEALING AFTER THE SUICIDE OF A LOVED ONE"
("HEAL") – or Survivors of Suicide" (SOS). 1st & 3rd
Tue., 7-8:30pm, Pozez Education Center of Stormont
Vail Hospital, 1505 SW 8th St. Serving anyone who
has lost a loved one by suicide.
PRISON OUTREACH MINISTRY – Every Tue., 7-9pm,
Topeka Women’s Prison, 815 Rice Rd. Reaching out to
those who can’t come in, finding freedom behind
bars, inspiring inmates to seek salvation during a dif-
ficult time. Providing support & guidance through the
Holy Spirit to offer strength. Director: Don Garner.
286-0489 or faithfamilylifeministries@gmail.com.
GAMBLERS ANONYMOUS – Every Wed, 7pm, St.
Francis Hospital, meeting room #8.
JAYHAWK AREA AGENCY ON AGING – 4th Wed., 1pm,
Rosehill Place Clubhouse. Monthly support group for
caregivers of seniors. For info: 235-1367 ext.30.
MOMS-IN-TOUCH PRAYER GROUP – Every Wed.,
2:30-3:30pm, Library at Cair Paravel-Latin School.
Experience God’s power through prayer as we lift our
students, teachers, staff, administrators & board up
to the Lord. For info: 357-0369.
DIVORCECARE PROGRAMS – locations and times:
TUE. – 7-8:30pm, Covenant Baptist Church, 5440 SW
37th St. Cost $15. Scholarships available. Choose
from DivorceCare, Single & Parenting, or DivorceCare
for Kids. For info: 273-2811.
WED. – 6:30pm, Topeka Bible Church, 1101 SW
Mulvane. Cost: $15. Child care provided. For info:
379-0505 or www.divorcecare.org.
WED. – 6:45 – 8:45pm, Walnut View Christian
Church, 3634 SE 37th St.  (just East of 37th &
Croco). Cost:  $10 registration (scholarships avail-
able). The video seminar series featuring some of the
nation’s foremost experts on divorce and recovery
topics, combined with support group discussion of
the materials. Complimentary child care children up
to the fifth grade. For info: 266-7550 or walnutview-
cc@att.net. Website:  divorcecare.org. Contact:  Tony
Thornton, Pastor.
PROSTATE CANCER SUPPORT GROUP – 1st Thurs.,
7pm, 2nd floor conf. room of the cancer unit at St
Francis Hospital. For info: 266-9533.
NICOTINE ANONYMOUS – Every Fri., 6:30pm, Town &
Country Christian Church Renaissance Room, 4925
SW 29th St., use west door cross red foot bridge. A
fellowship of men & women helping each other to live
free of nicotine. No dues or fees. The only requirement
for membership is the desire to be free of nicotine.
For info: John, 402-321-486 or Laboomaha@att.net.
CELEBRATE RECOVERY – Every Fri., 6pm, 1912 Gage
Blvd. A Christ centered program, based on 8 princi-
ples found in Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount. Applying
these Biblical principles, become free from addictive
& dysfunctional behaviors.  272-7980 or
crtopeka.org.
COVENANT KEEPERS – 3rd Sat. Group for people who
want to see their marriage saved when their spouse
wants out.  For info: 816-453-0884 or 816-966-0927.
WIDOWED PERSONS SERVICE: monthly brunches –
3rd Sat., 11am-12:30pm, First UMC. Bring a covered
dish, rolls, salad, dessert, fruit or cheese. 357-7290.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
continued from page 17
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Email your ads to Voice@cox.net.  Payment
in advance required: $12 for the first 25
words; 25 cents for each add'l word.
(classified ads also go immediately online)

CERAMIC PAINTS (over 500 kinds) for sale.
Also, Bisqued ceramics ready for painting. Many
Christmas Santas and winter scenes. For more
information, contact Kirk or Karin Nystrom at
235-6977.

FREE CHURCH PEWS – no longer needed.
They need a good home. If you have a need for
them, contact Ronda Ellis at TARC, Inc.: (785)
506-8625 or rellis@tarcinc.org

CLEANING TIME IS HERE NOW!!
We have the experience you need and the time
you don't. Don't miss our cheap prices for our
new customers!! Give us a call at (785) 969-
3114 for more information. Magdalena’s
Cleaning Service.

VOLUNTEER WORKERS needed for KU
Football Concession stand. Help raise funds for
the Pregnancy Care Center by working conces-
sions at KU Football home games. If you are
interested, please contact the center, 842-6499
.
PASTOR WANTED – a man spirit-led with
integrity and Biblically sound preaching ability,
who desires to lead by faith, and has a vision for
pastoring a small congregation in east Topeka.
785-221-2427 or 785-233-7283

PART-TIME ACCOUNT REP WANTED –
Work your own hours. No base pay, but you
keep 35% commission on all ads you sell.
Call on businesses, churches and non-profits
about their advertisements in Metro Voice.
Call 235-3340 or email Voice@cox.net.

VOLUNTEER WRITERS NEEDED -  Metro
Voice needs volunteer writers or interns who
can serve as area correspondents for church
and community news around the metro area.

Call 235-3340 or email voice@cox.net

GOSPEL SINGER: I sing gospel for dona-
tions only, (big band, country, etc.). Call 785-
220-1636.

PLACE YOUR CLASSIFED AD WITH US!  CALL 235-3340

HELP WANTED
Metro Voice needs full
or part-time sales reps
to call on businesses

and non-profits to help
with their advertising.
Contact Lee Hartman at:

voice@cox.net

1. VICTORY CITY CHURCH
(formerly Victory Tabernacle)

Pastor Titus Terry
2622 SE 6th Ave., Topeka, KS 66607
785-235-1748 • www.TopekaVictory.com
Worship: Sun. 11am & Wed. 7pm

2. CHRISTIAN CAVALRY
MINISTRIES INT.
Pastor Beaux Bryant

3851 South St., Grantville, KS 66429
1-800-673-3633

www.church4bikers.org

3. TOPEKA BIBLE CHURCH
1101 SW Mulvane St., Topeka

785-234-5545
Worship:  8:00 - 9:30 & 11am
Sunday School & Bible Studies:

9:30 & 11am
www.discovertbc.com

4. NORTHLAND CHRISTIAN CHURCH
3102 NW Topeka Blvd., Topeka

286-1204
Wed. 6:15 pm: Children/Youth/

Adult programs
Worship Sun. 8:00, 9:30 & 11am
www.northlandcctopeka.org

5. FAIRLAWN CHURCH OF THE
NAZARENE

“Connecting to Christ, Church and Community”
730 SW Fairlawn Rd., Topeka, KS
(785)272-6322 • www.TheLawn.org

Gary Miller,  Pastor
Sunday Worship 9:15 am & 10:50 am
Sunday Youth Group 10:50am

Adult & Children’s Sun. School 9:15 & 10:50am
Sun. Eve Youth Activities 6pm

6. FIRST SOUTHERN BAPTIST
1912 SW Gage, Topeka, KS

272-0443    www.fsbctopeka.org
Sunday Services:

8:30 AM Traditional Worship
9:45 AM Bible study--all ages
11 AM Contemporary Worship

7. TOPEKA BAPTIST CHURCH
“Finding NEW LIFE in CHRIST”

Sunday Worship 9:15 & 10:45am, 6pm
Sunday School for all ages!
4500 SW Gage Blvd., Topeka

785-862-0988
www.topekabaptist.org

8. BREAD OF LIFE 
FAMILY CHURCH

"We Love In Ones" John 13:35
Pastors Tom & Debby Richardson
522 SW Polk Street Topeka, Kansas

(785) 232-3939 www.BreadOfLife4sq.org
Sunday Worship 10:30am

9. GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH
310 E 8th St (E. US 56 Hwy)
Overbrook, KS;  785-665-7117
Elvin Dillard, Senior Pastor

Sunday School 9 am; Worship 10 am
www.gccinoverbrook.com
office@gccinoverbrook.com

10. LORD’S HOUSE CHURCH
300 SW Roosevelt, Topeka KS 66606

Pastor Marilyn Hahn McGinnis
10 a.m. Sunday (Non-traditional Service)

See “About Us” at our website
www.kawriverkeruv.com

Questions? kawriverlordshouse@att.net 
12. BUCK CREEK COUNTRY CHURCH
Meeting at Buck Creek School House

5 mi. east of Perry on Hwy 24, 13th & Phillips Rd.
Childrens Sunday School - 8:30 a.m.

Worship Service - 9:00 a.m.
Contacts: Logan Barnett 785-597-5498,
Scott Bond  423-0406, Jack Snavely  760-3513

13. WANAMAKER WOODS NAZARENE
Serving Christ - Loving People
3501 SW Wanamaker Rd

www.wwnaz.org
273-2248 • Dr. L.D. Holmes, Sr. Pastor   
Adult & Kids Alive Worship Sun. 9 & 11 am

Sunday School 10 am, all ages
11am worship Osage City campus
6pm Sun. Small Groups 6:30 P Teens

Wed. 6:30 Teens, Discovery & small groups
~ Youth & Children’s Programs ~
Upward Sports: Seasonal Soccer,

Basketball, Cheerleading
~ Nursery care at all services ~

14. FAMILY LIFE CHURCH - Nazarene
Sundays - 10:00 am 
1211 NW 46th ST

Nursery/Children’s Church/Small Groups
Church office phone:   785  286-1889
We are moving forward in God’s Word...
with His passion...in our community!
16. HOUSE OF THE LORD CHURCH 
A Spirit-filled, Word-centered church
2531 SE Wittenberg Rd., Topeka
Sunday Worship 11am & 6pm
Wed. Prayer & Praise 7pm
785-266-LOVE (5683)
J. Michael Borjon, Pastor

17. HIGHLAND HEIGHTS CHRISTIAN
CHURCH

Sunday Services: 8:30 and 10:00 AM
785-379-5642

Jars of Clay Children's Center now open
Taking registrations: 785-379-9098

2930 SE Tecumseh Road
Tecumseh, Kansas 66542

18. SOUTHWEST CHRISTIAN
CHURCH

5747 SW Huntoon • 785-272-0564
Contemporary Service 9:30 am
Traditional Service 10:45 am

Youth Group (Teens) 3 pm Sunday
Wed. Prayer & Bible Study 6:30 pm

19. SEAMAN CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH

Independent Christ-Centered Bible Church
2036 NW Taylor, Topeka, KS

354-8777 • www.seamanchurch.com
Contemporary service - Sat. 7pm
Sunday Worship: 10:30am

Children's Sunday School: 10:30am
Pastor Jack Belland

20. HERITAGE BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dale Stockburger 
801 NE Poplar St.,
Topeka, KS 66616 
785-506-4594 

Sunday Mornings: 10 am Worship
and Junior Church for the kids 

21. HARVEST FAMILY FELLOWSHIP
Meets at Hillcrest Community Ctr
1800 SE 21st Street • 785-220-5418

Pastor Rey Rodriguez
Sun. Worship 10 am

www.topekaharvest.vpweb.com
22. NEW CITY LIFE CHURCH

5221 SW West Drive 
Topeka, Kansas 66606

Sunday Services - 10:00 am 
Pastor Kathy Jimerson

23.EAST SIDE BAPTIST CHURCH
4425 S.E. 29th St., 379-9933.

Sunday Worship  10:45am & 6:00pm
AWANA Sunday at 5:45 p.m. 
See our website  for info on our

Student Ministries & Upward Sports
www.esbcks.org

New Resident
Church Guide

Northland Christian Church
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Ed Popkess

TO NORTH
TOPEKA!

Welcome...

More important than living in KANSAS is
where you will live forever. Just as you would
look at a map of KANSAS to find your way, so
you must look at the Bible to find your way to
heaven.  The Bible says, “Narrow is the way,
which leadeth unto life, and few there be that
find it.” (Matt. 7:14). Jesus said, “I am the way,
the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the
Father, but by me.” (Jn. 14:6). Jesus is the
only way to Heaven and He gave these direc-
tions on getting there.
1.  Realize you are a sinner.  Everyone

starts the same place spiritually. “For all have
sinned and come short of the glory of god.”
(Rom. 3:23). Sin’s penalty keeps you out of
Heaven and condemns you to Hell, separat-
ing you from God.  Romans 6:23 says, “The
wages of sin is death.” Sin brings both physi-
cal & spiritual death. “And death and hell were
cast into the lake of fire. This is the second
death.” (Rev. 20:14).
2.  Realize Jesus paid the penalty.  Jesus

Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection provid-
ed a way for you to go to heaven and restore
your relationship with God. “But God com-
mendeth his love toward us, in that, while we
were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” (Rom.
5:8). Since Jesus, God’s Son, was the only
One who could pay for our sin, He is the only
Way to Heaven.
3. Repent of your sin and receive Jesus as

your Savior. In order to go to Heaven from
KANSAS, or anywhere else, you must accept
Christ by calling on Him in prayer.  He tells us
in Romans 10:13, “For whosoever shall call
upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.”
Use the following prayer, or one similar to it, to
receive Him now:
Dear Lord Jesus, I know I am a sinner. I

believe that you died and rose again for me.
Please forgive me of my sin, become Lord of
my life, and take me to heaven when I die. I
am trusting you completely, and in nothing I
can do. Thank you Jesus! Amen.

November 8 to be eligible for the prize
drawing. 

On Wednesday November 6 Visit
Topeka will have free coffee and donuts for
Veterans. Visit Topeka is open 8 a.m. - 5
p.m. 

Salute to Our Heroes Gala
Saturday, November 9, 6 p.m. - 10 p.m. 
Ramada Convention Center
Hosted by the Military Veteran Project,

the Salute to Our Heroes Gala is a dinner
and silent auction that benefits military
veterans. 

Topeka Veterans Day Parade 2013
Monday, November 11, 11 a.m.
Downtown Topeka
Attend the Topeka Veteran's Day Parade

to honor our American veterans.
Locations, businesses and organizations
can participate by making and displaying
Welcome Veteran's signs, offering a mili-
tary discount, displaying flags and signs of
support. Closing ceremony will be held at
the All Veteran's Memorial at Great
Overland Station at 2 p.m.

The parade route will began at 4th
Street, heading south on Kansas Avenue,
turn right on 12th Street, head north on
Jackson Avenue and end at 6th Street.
Staging time for the parade begins at 9 a.m.
Veteran floats will be made for each war.

VETERAN
continued from page 4
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