
Twenty years ago Eudora insurance
agent David Miller started the revolution
that today dominates the Kansas political

landscape.  He was
joined by Tim Golba,
Kansans for Life’s
leader; Mike Welton,
who organized the
Christian Coalition in
Kansas; and a youthful
Kris Van Meteren who
would later take the
movement to another
level by transforming
the Kansas Republican
Assembly into a domi-
nant force.  
Today, the Kansas

Republican Assembly is
the Kansas Republican Party and Van Me-
teren is a political consultant of national
stature.  Every statewide office in Kansas is
held by a Republi-
can, most of them
conservative.  Some,
like Governor Brownback and Secretary
of State Kris Kobach, have national repu-
tations.  The state legislature is dominated
by conservatives in both houses, after a
brutal primary season in 2012 when most
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THE CHURCH, KIDS, AND
SMART PHONES

Embracing 
technology 
to save a 

generation

J. J. Shackelford loves his iPhone 5. He uses it to check
sports stats, stay in contact with his parents, play video
games, and connect with his friends. He keeps it with him
and checks it multiple times throughout the day. J J is 11
years old.
"I need a phone," he says. "All my friends have one."

According to a recent study conducted by the Pew Re-
search Center, J J is probably right. The study, "Teens and
Technology," found that 78 percent of 12- to 17-year-olds
have a cellphone, and 37 percent have a smartphone. In
addition, 95 percent of teens access the Internet via a
phone and 1 in 4 is a "cell-mostly" Internet user.
And not only do young people use the Internet, accord-

Ginger Kolbaba | Pentecostal Evangel 

See SMART PHONES page 23

According to the New Oxford Amer-
ican Dictionary, Easter is “the most im-
portant – and oldest – festival of the
Christian Church, celebrating the resur-
rection of Jesus Christ.”
Now I don’t know about you, but

Easter sure doesn’t feel that way in the
ol’ celebration department. If anything,
Christmas still gets much, much higher
billing. Depending on someone’s level

of enthusiasm (and trust me, I start
cranking up the holiday tunes earlier
than most, too), we may even celebrate
an entire month in advance of the
Christmas day. But Easter? Well, some-
times I’m not even sure when it is –
March or April, beginning or end of the
month. Then there’s Lent. It seems like
a meaningful activity, but my church
simply ignores it while deeply commit-
ted Christians I know make it central to
their remembrance of the risen Christ.

So if Easter is considered the most
important event on a believer’s calendar,
how can we give the day – and all it sig-
nifies for mankind – its proper due?
Well, we got to thinking about just that

with six ways to make this Easter mem-
orable. Who knows? You may even find
a few new traditions for future Easter
celebrations, too.

6 ways to save Easter
by Christa A. Banister

See SAVE EASTER page 23

A “Wolf” in
sheep’s clothing?
U.S. Senate campaign

raises big concerns

ANALYSIS

ROBERTS

WOLF

See BIG CONCERNS page 22

“Everyone can reach someone,
and together we can reach the
world,” is the mission phrase behind
Global Outreach Day celebrated on
June 14. The international event
stems from the Global Day of Prayer
with the intent of inviting Christians
around the world to share the gospel
on the same day, at the same time.
This year, G.O.D. takes its efforts

locally. Instead of encouraging every
Christian to share the gospel on the
same day, G.O.D. now engages the
city itself, through interactive events,
to get people involved on every level.
The pilot town: Kansas City. 
“In the past two years, we’ve had

an estimated 25 million partici-
pants,” said Kevin Stark, G.O.D. KC
director. “This year, we’re looking to
up that number to 40 million.”
There are several types of “events”

or ways to get involved:
1-on-1 Events: These types of

events involve Christians inviting
someone to their home, going to a
coffee shop or out for lunch in a

G.O.D. KC

by John Altevogt

by Kharissa Forte

See G.O.D. KC page 21
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It took the Kansas Legislature a grand
total of 336 days to go from the signing
of new drug-testing laws to the day law-
makers actually implemented punishing
elected officials who test positive for an

illegal substance.
Better late than

never.
Legislation intended

to enact punitive
measures for doped-
up lawmakers died a
quick, quiet death
nearly a month ago

after GOP Senate lawmakers declined to
boost the bill past the February turn-
around deadline.
But Senate Minority Leader Anthony

Hensley, D-Topeka, changed all that by
tacking just such an amendment onto

existing legislation targeted at drug
screening for public educators.
The amendment closely mirrors

Hensley’s previous bill, which failed to
even land a hearing this year. Lawmak-
ers could be required to submit to a
drug test on grounds of reasonable sus-
picion. In the event of a positive screen-

ing, officials would receive no pay until
they complete a substance-abuse pro-
gram.
Afterward, lawmakers would be re-

quired to submit to further testing at
various intervals. A second positive test
would mandate another round of sub-
stance abuse treatment and denial of
pay for a full year. At three strikes, law-
makers will be financially cutoff.
There’s a catch: Federal law, namely

the Health Insurance Portability and
Accountability Act, would prevent a
lawmaker’s positive drug test from being
revealed outright to voters.
Senate Vice President Jeff King, R-In-

dependence (KS), has been a vocal ad-
vocate for full disclosure, describing
such a revelation as “effectively job ter-
mination.” But in light of federal law, he
called Hensley’s amendment the next
best thing.
While drug test results aren’t public

record, Hensley said, payroll documents
are.
“The disclosure in all this is for the

news media to check payroll,” Hensley
said.

The issue of capital punishment is
bringing together unlikely allies in an
effort to do away with what many see
as a form of punishment that is bank-
rupting the state’s prison system and
ending the life of some innocent indi-
viduals.
The Senate Progress and Develop-

ment Committee has taken testimony
on an issue unlikely to get much trac-
tion in the current Missouri legislative

session. But as the
public support for
the death penalty
continues to erode,
death penalty oppo-
nents are finding al-
lies in the pro-life
community, as well

as fiscal conservative who see the mil-
lions spent on death row inmates, and
what can be twenty-year-long appeal
processes, as a poor investment of
dwindling state resources.
  In Missouri, figures show it can

cost 50 percent more to institute the
death penalty than the expense ofin-
stituting a life sentence. In Kansas it’s
a similar story. A 2003 legislative audit
found that the estimated cost of a
death penalty case was 70% more than

the cost of a comparable non-death
penalty case. Death penalty case costs
were counted through to execution
(median cost $1.26 million). Non-
death penalty case costs were counted
through to the end of incarceration
(median cost $740,000).
Senator Gina Walsh, D-St. Louis,

wants to abolish the death penalty,
which she calls  “one of society’s most
polarizing topics.” Witnesses for her
bill are familiar anti-death penalty or-
ganizations:  Missourians Against the
Death Penalty, the American Civil Lib-
erties Union, Missouri Association for
Social Welfare, and the Missouri
Catholic Conference–represented by
lobbyist Rita Linhardt, who says about
ten percent of those who have been
sentenced to death are later exoner-
ated, including a man last month, the
144th person facing execution who is
now free. Number 143, exonerated last
October, was Reginald Griffin, the
fourth Missourian since 1997 exoner-
ated after being sentenced.
Opponents of repeal have seen no

reason to testify. The chairman of the
committee, Senate Minority Leader
Jolie Justus, Kansas City’s 10th District
State Senator, has not been told when
the committee might be able to send
the bill to the full Senate for debate.

Death penalty repeal gets attention At long last, consequences for
drugged-up Kansas lawmakers

by Dwight Widaman

Travis Perry  | Kansas Watchdog “Federal law, namely the
Health Insurance 
Portability and 

Accountability Act, would
prevent a lawmaker’s
positive drug test from
being revealed outright

to voters.”
HENSLEY

JUSTUS
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i moreinformation
www.TheArtEventAtKcc.org
or facebook/thearteventatkcc

A science fair, 100-meter mascot dash
and local vendors are what make A Walk
for Education 5K a family friendly com-
munity event. This will be the first 5K
for the Kansas City Professional Chapter
of National Society of Black Engineers
,and they plan to keep it going each year.
  The goal of the walk is to raise funds

for 2014 NSBE scholarship recipients
which they will receive at the 2014 NSBE
Annual Banquet.
  Part of the funds will also go to stu-

dents of Black & Veatch’s Explore Post
for their Superactivity Trip to Chicago.
“Ultimately, we want more people to

be aware of educational opportunities
in science, technology, education, and
math (STEM) fields,” said event Pro-
gram Chair, Tiffany Dooley.
Dooley said that both sponsors and

participants of the walk will have a
major influential role in developing the
professional future of the organizations’
STEM  students.
Companies such as KCP&L, Kansas

City Chiefs and Greater Kansas City
Communication Foundation among
others have signed on as sponsors.
“We’re just excited to have so many

amazing business believe in our stu-

dents and care about their future,” Doo-
ley said.
Registration through April 27 is avail-

able for $30 and will increase to $35
from April 28 – May 3.
Pre-registration pick up will take

place the day before the walk on Friday,
May 9 from 3 p.m. – 7 p.m. at the
UMKC African-American History and
Cultural House (5245 Rockhill Rd.,
Kansas City, Mo.).
The 5K will be held on Saturday, May

10, 2014 at Penguin Park and Lakewood
Greenway Trail off of North Vivion and
North Norton in Kansas City, MO. Fes-
tivities are scheduled to begin at 7:30am. 
Local students are encouraged to par-

ticipate in the science fair which will be

held during the event. 
“There are only four tables available,”

Dooley said, “so if you want your project
featured, you need to sign up fast.”
Event coordinators are also working

on getting a 100-meter mascot dash to-
gether featuring mascots from area high
schools, colleges, and universities.
Local vendors will have booths set up

at the event as well.
  

MO House Increases Tax Credits for 
Crisis Pregnancy Centers

The Missouri House has given initial approval to a bill that would increase the amount
available in tax credits for pregnancy resource centers from $2 million a year to $2.5 million
beginning in fiscal year 2015.

The centers offer doctor services, counseling on alternatives to abortion, and assistance
with finances, budgeting and long-term support to women primarily between the ages of
16 and 24 who are dealing with unexpected pregnancies. 

Proponents say the centers keep those women from having to get such support from
the state and so represent a good use of state tax dollars.

Another favorable vote would send that measure to the Senate. 
The bill is HB 1132.

newsbriefs

More than 30 artists will be exhibiting
and selling original works of art April
25-26, at the third annual celebration of
“The Art Event at KCC”: Kansas City’s
Premier Christian Festival of the Arts, at
Kansas City Christian School, 4801 W.
79th Street in Prairie Village.
Community members have the op-

portunity to experience both local and
national talent at this unique show. A
portion of proceeds will benefit Kansas
City Christian School and Hope Lead-
ership Academy. 
Local and regional artists have do-

nated small original works to be auc-
tioned off at the opening night party,
Friday, April 25. Proceeds from the auc-

tion will go to Hope Leadership Acad-
emy. 
HLA is a neighborhood charter

school that serves students in one of the
most disadvantaged and violent neigh-
borhoods in Kansas City. Several years
ago, the Kansas City, Mo. School District
closed almost half of its schools and left
no elementary school open in HLA’s zip
code. Art created by students from both
KCC and HLA will be on display for
purchase with proceeds benefitting both
schools.
  The Art Event at KCC begins on Fri-

day, April 25, at 6:00 pm with the
“Opening Night Party” featuring the
Fountain City Sax Quartet, cuisine by

Brio, coffee concoctions from Espresso-
ah-la-cart, and “sweet somethings” by
emerging pastry artist, Andrew Moore.
      Admission is $20 per person in ad-
vance or $25 at the door.
  On Saturday, admission is free all

day from 10 am-5 pm. A Kids Creation
Station will be sponsored by heART
Matters of Olathe, Kansas where kids
can create their very own mini-master-
piece. Face painting, caricatures and
food vendors will be present on Satur-
day as well.

ART EVENT TO BENEFIT KC CHRISTIAN AND HOPE LEADERSHIP ACADEMY

One such masterful piece by Bruce Rehkop.

A walk for education 5K planned for May
by Kharissa Forte

i moreinformation
For more information or to
sign up for the walk, science
fair or mascot dash, visit
www.NSBEKC5K.com. 

i moreinformation
Find the bill’s language online at

http://www.moga.mo.gov/
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Dennis Franck, national director of
Assemblies of God Single Adult/Single-
Parent-Family Ministries in Springfield,
Mo., says cohabitation is overwhelm-
ingly harmful for those involved, but the
practice is skyrocketing in American
culture. Statistics show that 15.6 million
adults are currently cohabiting in the
United States, up from 5.5 million in
2000.
Franck, in his article "No Marriage?

No Ring? No Problem! An Ethical Essay
Concerning Unmarried Cohabitation"
lists many related facts and statistics
concluding with a decision based on the
facts. 
In his review of those facts, he in-

cludes sociological, psychological, legal,
religious and ethical considerations.
This information, Franck states, is im-

portant for all considering cohabitation
to understand before entering into a
"pretend marriage" relationship.
  Michelle Blacksher, owner/founder

of Restored Hope Coaching, believes "it
is important, too, to
take into considera-
tion any children
included in the co-
habitation — both
current, as well as
those to come, as it
will affect them and
following genera-
tions. Our choices
do not just affect us
— but all of those
around us and
those to come."
Blacksher goes

on to say, "That
which concerns me
most regarding cohabitation is that sta-
tistics prove the rate of separation and
divorce is higher; they have unhappier
marriages; aggression is twice as com-

mon as it is among married couples; de-
pression rates are more than three times
the depression rates among married
couples; and children living in a home
with cohabiting biological parents are

20 times more likely
to be abused! Be-
cause my work is to
help to restore peo-
ple who have been
hurt by the trauma
of divorce and to
help to save the next
and last marriage, I
see these statistics
open the door to an
even larger divorce
rate than we cur-
rently have."
Franck says un-

derstanding all the
ramifications sur-

rounding unmarried cohabitation, the
couple and their offspring (if any) can
then reap the benefits — and conse-
quences — for their decision.
"We must all choose wisely," Franck

says, "and not be moved by current so-
cietal norms, peer pressure, etc., but
make our choices based on our core be-
liefs and what we know is the right thing
to do for the long term."

Society paying a
high price for

non-commitment

“We must all choose
wisely and not be moved
by current societal norms,
peer pressure, etc., but
make our choices based
on our core beliefs and

what we know is the right
thing to do for the long

term.”

Co-habitating adults triples since 2000 

Through his research, Franck says it
is clear that the practice of cohabitation
is not an ethically correct, morally right,
emotionally healthy, or relationally ben-
eficial lifestyle to choose.
"It is overwhelmingly clear cohabita-

tion is harmful for a number of reasons,
too many to address here," Franck

states. 
"However, there is not a single good

reason to cohabit that withstands soci-
ological, psychological, health, legal or
religious scrutiny. All evidence points to
the contrary: living together before
marriage increases the risks to individ-
uals in every category discussed."



Joaquin 'El Chapo' Guzmán, leader of
the Sinaloa cartel, one of the world's top
drug trafficking organisations, was ar-
rested in mid-March and data for 2011
from the National Drug Intelligence
Center shows the cartel's enormous
reach across the whole of the United
States.  It is, by far, the biggest cartel sup-
plier of drugs to US cities. NDIC esti-
mates of an organization's reach are a
snapshot of the full supply chain, in-
cluding indirect distribution through
third parties who bought drugs from
the cartel in Mexico and carried them
across the border.
Readers may ask what, if anything,

this news has to do with Kansas City,
Topeka or even cities lIke Salina, Kan.
,and Columbia, Mo. 
Quite a bit. All are located in counties

in which the cartel has significant oper-
ations.
The map shows US counties which

that been designated as high-intensity

drug trafficking areas, which receive sig-
nificant federal, state and local resources
to combat the illegal drug trade. 
More than 16 percent of all U.S.

counties are labeled as significant cen-
ters of illegal drug production, manu-
facturing, importation and distribution.

Four counties on the Kansas side of
the metro with high-intensity opera-
tions include Johnson, Wyandotte,
Leavenworth, and Miami. Other Kansas
counties include Shawnee (Topeka)
Franklin, Saline (Salina), Barton, Sed-
wick (Wichita), Finney, Seward, LaBette,
Crawford and Cherokee.
  The news isn’t any better on the

Missouri side of the metro. Area coun-
ties include Clay, Platte, Clinton and
Buchanan. 
Other Missouri counties include

Jasper, Green and Christian (Springfield
area), Boone, Texas, Franklin, St.
Charles, St. Louis, Jefferson (St. Louis
suburban counties, plus Cape Girardeau
and Scott counties.
It is interesting that in both Missouri

and Kansas, many of the listed counties
have large populations of college stu-
dents.
Of the other six major cartels operat-

ing in the U.S., only the Juarez Cartel has
the same extremely high livels of opera-
tions in Kansas and Missouri, and those
counties mirror exactly the Sinaloa Car-
tel operations.
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KS, MO are part of vast Mexican drug cartel empire

Court upholds Missouri
funeral protest law

Missouri Attorney General Chris
Koster is praising a federal court ruling
upholding Missouri’s funeral-protest law
as constitutional and enforceable.

“My office has been fighting for five
years to ensure that funerals for fallen
soldiers can be free of disruptive protest-
ers shouting right outside the church
door,” Koster said in a press release. “No
parent who has lost a child should be
confronted by the hate and intolerance
of strangers, and today’s ruling means
parents and other loved ones will have
a protective boundary from protesters.”

The Missouri legislature passed a bill
in 2006 that bans protests at funerals,
particularly those for members of the
armed forces. The law prohibits picket-
ing or other protest activities within 300
feet of any funeral location during a fu-
neral or memorial service or within one
hour before or after the event.

Shirley Phelps-Roper, daughter of
Westboro Baptist Church leader Fred
Phelps who died in March, filed a lawsuit
challenging the constitutionality of the
law in 2006. However, the Federal Dis-
trict Court for the Western District of
Missouri has denied Phelps-Roper’s final
claims that the law was unconstitutional
and lifted the injunction against enforc-
ing the law that has been in place since
January 2009.

The ruling means law enforcement
across the state can now enforce the
time and distance provisions of the fu-
neral-protest law. 

Under the law, it is illegal for any in-
dividual to protest within 300 feet of any
location at which a funeral is held, within
one hour.

newsbriefs

In Lamar, Mo., the Patriot Guard
and others use flags to block
Westboro Baptist Church pro-
testers at Army Pfc. Dylan T.
Reid's funeral Oct. 30.

by Dwight Widaman
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MINISTRY
MAKES
SPLASH 
With snow on the ground, it’s hard to

imagine why eight Christian men
would want to canoe a clear Ozark river
in January.  The temperature that day
never reached ten degrees. And yes, one
of us did fall in. Being extreme has some
pitfalls doesn’t it?
  The annual Polar Float is just one of

the dozens of float trips and retreats
hosted by the volunteer staff at Living
Waters Canoe Ministry, which is located
on the Big Niangua River near Cam-
denton, Mo. (About a two-and-a-half
hour drive from Kansas City.)
  There’s nothing like floating

serenely down a clear, spring-fed river
where adventure can be around the next
bend and yet we long to tarry along the
way.  We long to take the time to pray, to
share life and to shut out the clatter of

creation to listen for the heartbeat of the
Creator.
  There has surely been better prose

to describe the range of experiences that
are possible on a canoe trip with fellow
believers.  In seven years, thousands

have found their way to the waters edge
for a truly ‘set aside’ experience at Living
Waters.  For those not familiar with the
organization, Living Waters is a canoe
ministry that partners with Camp
Cherry Mountain and Camp Winder-
mere to provide canoe trips on a se-
cluded and pristine section of the Big
Niangua River.  The section is free of
commercial outfitters, so families, youth
groups, Scouts and church organiza-
tions can enjoy the challenge of the swift
current or float lazily down the river free
from rowdy crowds, which are miles

Canoeists take a lunch break on a popular bend in the river.

See CANOE page 7

by Paul Ewing

With so many
choices, what’s best

for me?

“Living Waters’ stretch of
the river which was at
times lively, challenging
and gentle–but always

scenic.”

KIDS ONLY: Choosing a Camp

There are so many different kinds
of camps out there! For example:

“Traditional” camps that offer a lit-
tle bit of everything.

Academic camps that focus on sci-
ence, math, or even creative writing.

Adventure camps that are all about
outdoor hobbies like rafting or moun-
taineering.

Arts camps that specialize in the-
atre, music, film, or painting.

Religious camps that focus on faith
and worship.

Sports camps that let you sharpen
your skills in tennis, soccer, or baseball

Special needs camps that are espe-
cially for kids living with an illness,
such as cancer or diabetes, or a disabil-
ity.

Day camps that offer the fun of
camp without the sleepaway part. 
Every camp is unique in its own

way. Here are two IML readers who
had very different experiences with the

camps they chose:
“I went to summer camp and it

stunk!!!!! All of the people in my cabin
were soooo mean!!!!! The camp I went
to made it feel like school. I am going
to a new camp next year. Hopefully
it’ll be better.” —Rocky, 12

“I had tons of fun! I got to make
new friends and I got to do a whole
bunch of fun activities. We played fear
factor. It was so cool. I can’t wait until
next year!” —Ashley, 13

So how do you make sure that
your camp experience is like Ashley’s,
and not Rocky’s? The first step is to
think about what YOU want out of a
camp. Ask yourself these questions:

� Do I want to go to a day camp,
or am I ready for sleepaway camp?
There’s no rule that at a certain age,
you should be going to one or the
other. A day camp might be a great
first experience that will get you ready
for sleepaway camp in future years. It’s
also a good choice if you or your fam-
ily aren’t sure you’re ready to spend
time apart, or if the cost of camp is an
issue.

See FOR KIDS ONLY page 8
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away.
  Consider the plight of the youth

pastor, charged with finding an afford-
able alternative for a summer time ex-
perience to go deeper in discipleship.
Many options are way too expensive,
entirely lame or too far away.  The goal
was to spend time with the kids, not be-
come a cook and drill sergeant.  
When the pastor was referred to Liv-

ing Waters, there was an assessment of
the ministry objectives and a wide vari-
ety of extra activities and pricing alter-
natives provided to suit their budget and
interests.  It was decided that staying in
a dorm and having two meals prepared
for the group provided the best value
and the least resource drain on the lead-
ership.  The volunteer staff at Living Wa-
ters was experienced, knowledgeable
and couldn’t have been more helpful.
The price was fair enough and to make
it all work, Living Waters had a generous
‘no-questions-asked’ scholarship pro-
gram that covered all or part for families
that otherwise could not have attended.
Sunday morning worship at the am-
phitheatre nestled on a 30 story bluff
was priceless.  Pulling it all together was
easy.
  In another example, a seasoned

scout master had had enough.  In the
past, he had taken his troop for a wildlife
experience on the river and had found
a different kind of ‘wildlife experi-
ence’…the Jerry Springer kind.  He had
made up his mind that he was not about
to make the same mistake twice and ex-
pose the kids to – to put it nicely - “An
undesirable experience.”  He told the
scouts and their parents “No more.”
Then, the parents of one of his scouts
told him about Living Waters.  They ex-
plained that their family had had a won-
derful experience on Living Waters’
stretch of the river, which was at times

lively, challenging and gentle but always
scenic.  The Scoutmaster was skeptical.
  Aside from not wanting to expose

the kids to a bunch of Jerry Springer
types while floating, he knew that as
rivers flow they tend to flatten and get
wider from the increased volume.  He
knew that wider and flatter meant more
paddling and more dragging…“No
thanks,” he thought to himself.  But the
parents kept encouraging him to check
out Living Waters.  The scout master
had two options: check the river maps
for gradient or do a reconnaissance.  He
decided to do both.  On the maps he
found that the Big Niangua flows south
to north and gains gradient which was
perfect. That next Saturday he went on
a reconnaissance and what he found
was an incredibly beautiful yet challeng-
ing stretch of river, a campground that
had dozens of activities for the kids,
Scout friendly pricing and home to
some of the most impressive Eagle
Scout projects in Missouri. And, not a
Jerry Springer fan in sight. The decision

was made that these Scouts would be
going back to the river.
Living Waters is a Christ centered

ministry that offers families, church,
homeschooling, Scout, youth and
school groups - both large and small – a
fun-filled, wholesome experience that is
extremely affordable.  The range of
lodging and services make it possible for
folks with modest to plentiful camping
equipment to enjoy the great outdoors
or the great ‘air-conditioned in-doors’ as
well.
A quick word about our pricing and

ministry: we do not price for sustain-
ability, in short, our event costs often ex-
ceed our event revenues, that is
consistent with the desire of the donors
that support the ministry. Pricing is
however respectful of the commercial
liveries who rely on their businesses to
create livelihoods for them, their fami-
lies and employees. All proceeds plus
donations are committed to the pro-
grams and infrastructure. None of the
staff you meet (including the directors,

event directors and host families) receive
compensation for the work they do to
make your event a success, beyond ex-
pense reimbursement.
We maintain a Christ-based ministry

that is strongly led to make it easy for
you to organize and lead your trip and
to provide full or partial scholarships for
members in your community that can-
not afford it. If someone in your group
requires financial support, just let us
know, we will provide full or partial sup-
port and we do not need to know their
names or their circumstances.
A complete listing of our prices for

canoes, kayaks, camping and lodging ac-

commodations as well as forms for
making on-line reservations can be
found on our website
www.John738.com. Just a few examples
of how family-friendly our pricing is; a
canoe or kayak (includes livery, paddles
and life jackets) is $20 per person.  And,
for families – regardless of the size or
number of canoes required – there is a
maximum charge of about $80.  The av-
erage cost among all canoe outfitters in
Missouri is $30 per person and no other
outfitter in the state offers a maximum
charge for families.
If you wish to camp or stay in an air-

YMCA Camp Lakewood 
is an overnight camp 
for boys and girls 
ages 6-17. Campers 
experience life lessons 
through setting 
goals, making friends, 
building character, and 
having FUN!

YMCA CAMP LAKEWOOD

GROWING
GREAT
KIDS

 

Call for more information or visit us online to register!
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Living Waters is  perfect for families, youth
groups or team-building exercises.

See CANOE page 8

CANOE
continued from page 6



� How far away do I want to go?Are
you anxious to go to a camp that’s
halfway across the country, or would you
feel more comfortable at one that’s just
outside of town?

� How long do I want to stay?Do
you think you want a camp that lasts
two, four, or six weeks, or would four or
five nights be enough for you? Are you
ready to be away from home for a long
time, or do you just want a short camp
experience?

� How big do I want my camp to be?
Which would fit you best: a big camp
with lots of cabins and hundreds of kids,
or a smaller camp with just a few dozen
campers? Do big groups mean that you
make even more friends, or are you the
type of person who gets lost in a crowd
and does better in small groups?

� How “traditional” do I want my
camp to be?Are you looking to really get
back to nature with rustic cabins and few

of the luxuries of home, or do you want
your camp to be up-to-the minute mod-
ern with extras like cell-phone privileges
and Internet access? In other words, how
“camp-like” do you want your camp to
be? Remember: not all camps are in the
“deep woods.” Some are close to towns,
and others are on college campuses!

� What activities are important to
me?Are you determined to go canoeing,
swimming, and fishing? Then you’ll
want to look for a camp that’s on a lake
and offers those activities. Are crafts and
theatre more important to you? Look for
a camp that has these programs and
don’t worry so much about a lake. If you
have a favorite camp activity that’s a
“deal-breaker” (in other words, you’d
never be happy at a camp that doesn’t
offer it), make sure the adults who are
helping you choose a camp know about
it.

� Do I want a lot of structure? Some
camps fill up the days and nights with
scheduled, structured activities, while
others allow campers more free time.

Which type of atmosphere is better for
you?

� Do I want a general camp, or one
with a specialty?Are you looking for the
“classic” camp experience with lots of
different activities, or do you want to ac-
complish one thing, like losing weight,
performing in a musical, or training in a
particular sport? There will be a big dif-
ference between “general” summer
camps and camps with a single theme or
goal.

� What can my family afford? If
there’s a camp that you desperately want
to go to but the fees are too high for your
family’s budget, it’s important to accept
that. Camps run by non-profit or com-
munity organizations may be less expen-
sive (and just as much fun). Many camps
offer scholarships or financial aid to de-
serving campers, so be sure to explore
this option too!

� Talk about these questions with
your family to decide what type of camp
you want to attend. Now all you have to

do is find it! Here are some tips:
� Check with friends and neighbors.

Try asking people you know about their
summer camp experiences. Have they
been to camp? What was it like? Have
they heard of anyone who had a good or
bad time at a particular camp? Remem-
ber: just because somebody else liked a
certain camp, it doesn’t mean you will.
Try to get all the details (not just a gen-
eral “good” or “bad” rating) so you can
use your own judgment.

� Check with local organizations.
Does your community have a YMCA or
YWCA? What about your church or de-
nomination or a friend’s church? Call or
visit these organizations with your folks,
and find out what they know about good
summer camp programs. 

There a tons of cool and fun camps
in Missouri and Kansas. With a little re-
search, you are sure to find one that is
perfect for you, and will make for your
best summer ever!

–From PBSKids.org
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interest.
And America is becoming less

married. Democrats win the unmar-
ried vote and Republicans win the
married vote. In 2012, Barack Obama
won 62 percent of unmarrieds and
Mitt Romney won 56 percent of mar-
rieds.
Although Democrats like to bally-

hoo about a supposed Republican
problem with women, it is a problem
with single women. In 2012, Barack
Obama got 67 percent of the single
women vote while Mitt Romney won
53 percent of married women.
In 1960, 72 percent of American

adults were married compared to 51
percent in 2010. So the decline of
marriage and the increasing prepon-
derance of singles is another clear
trend favoring big government, moral
relativist policies.
These very real trends constitute a

major culprit in the increasing tension
within the Republican Party. One part
of the party is throwing up its hands
up in surrender, resigned that conser-
vative candidates can no longer win
national elections. 
Conservatives, on the other hand,

say we cannot abandon what is vital
for fixing the nation. In the spirit of
Lincoln, conservatives want to lead
and mold opinion in communities
that never hear this message.
In the end, the question is what you

believe to be true.
Republicans who think that Amer-

ica can recover its strength, prosperity,
and greatness despite the collapse of
the American family, with half our ba-
bies born to unwed mothers, with
abortion used as birth control, and
with most Americans on the govern-
ment dole in one way or another, can
abandon conservative principles in
pursuit of possible short term political
gains.
But conservatives, who truly be-

lieve that these social pathologies lie
at the root of what is transforming a
once great nation into a second-class
mediocre nation, will not abandon
principles and will continue to strive
to mold public opinion in hope of
getting America back on track.

Star Parker is an author and presi-
dent of CURE, Center for Urban Re-
newal and Education. Contact her at

www.urbancure.org

conditioned dorm room the costs are
equally as family-friendly; tent camp-
ing is only $4.50 per person with a $12
family maximum charge. Or, if you
would rather stay in an air-conditioned
dorm room the cost is only $20 per
night with a $65 family maximum.
You’re certainly welcome to bring

your own food and fire-up your
portable grill, but why do so when you
can have a real home-cooked meal for

only $5? That’s right, I said $5. Our din-
ing hall breakfast buffet, on the river Zi-
ploc lunches, and dining hall dinner
buffet are just $5 per meal with a $21
family maximum charge.  
With the economy the way it is, va-

cationing close to home is one way to
save money.  With a visit to Living Wa-
ters, whether it’s a weekend or entire
week, of camping, floating, fishing, or
just relaxing next to the river with a
good book or your Bible, you’re not
going to bust your family or ministry
budget.  And keep in mind, the gas

mileage on a canoe is pretty impressive.
A river passion burns within some

of us. God created us to have an itch
that only getting to the river can
scratch.  At times a situation and a sea-
son confronts us when clarity escapes
us and our prayers for insight lead us
to seek solitude and serenity. When cel-
ebrating the final days of a life well
spent, when big decisions loom and
weighty conflicts come knocking, peace
and tranquility can be found on the
river. As we ride along on the current,
we can reminisce and make bold plans.

It is clear, our place is right here, right
now in God’s awesome creation. We
know that those streets of gold are for
pedestrians…we will be canoeing the
crystal clear stream that flows from the
River of Life. That is the way God cre-
ated us.
For information, visit us on-line at

www.john738.com or call (877) 851-
8158.  
Paul Ewing and his wife Julie are the

Ministry Executive Directors of the Liv-
ing Waters Canoe Camp.
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“In 1960, 72 percent of
American adults were
married, compared to 
51 percent in 2010. So
the decline of marriage
and the increasing 
preponderance of

singles is another clear
trend favoring big 
government, moral
relativist policies...”

PARKER
continued from page 9



conviction of what is right.
Major demographic changes taking

place today favoring the big government,
moral relativism of the Democratic Party
means Republicans face increasingly for-
midable challenges to mold popular
opinion toward the conservative agenda
of limited government and traditional
values.
Let's recall what these major challenges

are.
The majority of Americans are now

dependent in some way on government.
Now 70 percent of government spending
goes out as direct payments to individu-
als, compared to less than 30 percent in
1970. So cutting government spending
means many individuals giving up
checks. Not so easy.
America is becoming less white. Recall

that Barack Obama was elected in 2012
with just 38 percent of the white vote. The
overall electorate in 2012 was 72 percent
white compared to 88 percent in 1980.
Non- white Americans – blacks, Hispan-
ics, and Asians – are a strong voting block
for the Democratic Party. Republicans
must convince some percentage of them
that conservative principles are in their
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The recent upset victory by conserva-
tive candidate David Jolly for the open
seat in Florida's 13th congressional dis-
trict, a district carried by Barack Obama
in 2008 and 2012, has produced a lot of
political buzz.
This coupled with polling data – over-

whelmingly, Americans are increasingly
unhappy with the direction of the nation.
But while unhappy voters may favor

the party out of power, it takes more to
fix a broken nation. Elections are just a
means to an end, the end being making
improvements for a better, stronger na-
tion.
Abraham Lincoln observed, regarding

public opinion, that "With it, nothing can
fail; against it nothing can succeed. Who-
ever molds public sentiment, goes deeper
than he who enacts statues, or pro-
nounces judicial decisions."
Lincoln's notion of leadership meant

molding public opinion, not genuflecting
before it. Real political leadership means
pushing public opinion toward one's
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Clay Center, Kansas – The Gutenberg
Printing Press was invented around
1440, having a
huge impact on
learning, commu-
nications and
much more
worldwide.  The
United States Con-
stitution was
adopted Septem-
ber 17, 1787, estab-
lishing a new form
of government the
world had never witnessed before.  
These are two significant events in

world history, but are they the greatest?
Here are my top two:  1) The incarnation
of Jesus of Nazareth.  2) The resurrection

of Jesus of Nazareth.  Let me explain.
 The incarnation of Jesus occurred

about 5 B.C.  The world still celebrates
this annually through the Christmas hol-
iday. 
We remember how Jesus left heaven

and came to earth in the form of a baby.
We remember the day when God
clothed Himself in human flesh becom-
ing like one of us.  It is the recognition of
Jesus as fully God and fully man and the
declaration of Jesus’ deity.

 The resurrection of Jesus occurred
about A.D. 33.  The world still celebrates

this annually
through the Easter
holiday.  We re-
member when
Jesus suffered, died
by crucifixion, was
buried and after
three days rose
again and is still
alive 2,000 years
later.  
Most impor-

tantly, it is the confirmation of Jesus’
Deity. 

 Why are these two historic events the
greatest?  
Because they declared to the world in

Jesus’ own words, “I am the way, and the
truth, and the life” (John 14:6), which has
become a beacon of hope for mankind
across all culture and time.

Jesus’ deity and proof of it declared
He is the way.  All mankind is searching
to worship something in an attempt to
navigate through this world.  Jesus
proved He is worthy of our worship.    

Jesus’ deity and proof of it declared
He is the truth.  
All of us long for the truth, to know

what is right and wrong and how to live
a life free from guilt and shame.  Jesus
proved He is the standard for truth bal-
ancing the scales of justice and raising
the flag of morality in an evil world. 

Jesus’ deity and proof of it declared
He is the life.  All of us want the intangi-
ble things that money, power, success
and possessions can never buy – life, real
life.  Jesus proved He is the source and
giver of real and lasting life. 
Experience history’s two greatest

events.  
Make them yours by trusting in Jesus

to change you into a new person by sim-
ply calling upon Him in faith.  May
Christ be your hope for today. 

Clint Decker is President & Evangelist
with Great Awakenings, Inc. Contact

him at cdecker@greatawakenings.org or
call toll free 877-433-3220.

CLINT
DECKER
President and 
Evangelist with
Great 
Awakenings, Inc.

hopefortoday

“All mankind is searching
to worship something in
an attempt to navigate

through this world.  Jesus
proved He is worthy of our

worship.”

STAR
PARKER  
Author, president of
Center for Urban
Renewal and Edua-
tion

mythoughts

See PARKER page 8

World history’s two greatest events

Demographics may be biggest challenge for cultural issues

Contributing Editors: Dan Jeanes,
Kharissa Forte, Alan Goforth.



Dear Dave,�
I recently got a new job that will increase my

income by $20,000 a year. I’ve got $65,000 in

debt, and I’m trying to pay it off, so I know I need
to adjust my budget. Do you have any sugges-
tions for a situation like this?�              –Mitchell

Dear Mitchell,
Congratulations on your increased income!

The first thing I’d tell you is not to get used to any
permanent luxuries while you’re paying off debt.
Go out and celebrate with a really nice dinner or
something like that after you get your first pay-
check. But don’t go nuts or pick up any big, new
stuff. The more you put toward debt, the faster it
goes away.

  I’ve been doing this financial thing for a lot

of years, and the one thing I’ve found that gets
people out of debt is passion. 

I want you to be so passionate about getting
out of debt that you don’t even consider doing
anything else until it’s all gone. Your thought
process needs to be, “Wow, I got a new job mak-
ing more money. I can get out of debt even
quicker!”

  Again, I’m okay with you adjusting a bit that
first month and having a little fun to celebrate
your good fortune. 

But after that, I want you to turn around and
attack the debt with even more intensity than be-
fore.

–Dave
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You are invited to explore the way
to wisdom each time the paths of
work and faith meet in your work-
place. Every time you make a decision,
you find yourself at this
crossroads needing wis-
dom.
As a leader at any

level, you make hun-
dreds of decisions in a
year. 
1. How can you reach

your stretch goals? 
2. What should you

do when morale is low? 
3. How can you over-

come the obstacles you face?
There is wisdom to be found at the

crossroads. Does this mean that you’ll
make the perfect choice every time?
No, certainly not. Life is a dance and
the rhythm includes stubbed toes,
missteps, and flat out making bad
moves, but you get better as you prac-
tice. 
I remember falling flat on my back-

side at a high school dance. Now I did-
n’t quit dancing, but I did learn not to
dance with guys wearing big cowboy
boots when I was wearing a full pink

formal. 
Applying wisdom in the workplace,

right in the middle of the busiest in-
tersection of your life is the dance of
faith at work. 
While running a successful corpo-

rate training center I learned the dance
of faith and work in that season of my
career. I build on these lessons today
in my consulting business. People who
honor God and dare to ask Him for
wisdom find a wealth of knowledge
and understanding that others leave
untapped! 

“Do you hear Lady Wis-
dom calling? 
Can you hear Madame
Insight raising her voice? 
She’s taken her stand at
First and Main, 
At the busiest intersection,
Right in the city square 
Where the traffic is thick-
est, she shouts, 
‘You—I’m talking to all of
you, everyone out here on

the streets!’”
Proverbs 8:1-4 The Message 
Listen for Lady Wisdom’s voice at

the daily intersections of faith and
work in your workplace, one decision
at a time.
See you at the corner of First and

Main.
More… at 7M-pact.com and

ihopkc.org/josephcompany.
Linda Fields is Director of The

Joseph Company. Learn more through
The Joseph Company events.
Ihopkc.org/josephcompany

DAVE 
RAMSEY
Financial author,
radio host, television
personality, and 
motivational speaker

davesays
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Editor’s note: This is the second of a two-
part travel series. Our first article, which ap-
peared last month, centered on Paris. This
month we look at our experiences in Eng-
land. Our European adventure included our
daughters Emma and Hannah and marked
our 20th wedding adventure, Dwight’s 50th
birthday and Hannah’ high school gradua-
tion.

  As air raid sirens blared about us, we
scurried through carved-out corridors
stories below London’s busy streets.
Bombs burst forth as glass, steel and stone
imploded within earshot.  Making our
way along the hallways of the Churchill
War Rooms, we listened to the horrific
sound of the war films in the room next
door and thought about the ordinary cit-
izens of London who were once, literally,
on the front lines in the battle against fas-
cism. 
  And to think, just days before, we had

strolled down the Champs-Élysées in
Paris, which never saw a single bomb—al-
lied or axis—dropped on that beautiful
city.
  While Paris really was an exhilarating

experience, France can still seem a slightly
enigmatic country to most Americans be-
cause of the language barrier, though most
Parisians speak English. Daughter Emma
says that to be in Paris felt like we were in
a foreign, even exotic, country, while Eng-
land was more “comfortable”. Upon our
arrival in London, our daughters say a
sense of relief came over them because of
the common language shared with Brits,
plus more familiar things such as, well,
food! Plus, how many hours did we spend
watching Downton Abbey and Sherlock
Holmes this winter? And, let’s face it, there
seems to be an emotional connection to
the country from which our own nation
was birthed.

We’ve thought about that quite a bit.
Perhaps it’s because Americans see the
English as “one of us”. Not that they are
“American,” but a people who share our
values, language, a long history and who
have shed much blood serving side-by-
side in two World Wars and other incur-

sions. Encounters with the average Lon-
doner reinforced this view for us and
made us love our English “cousins” all the
more.
  Join us as we begin the second leg of

our trip…London.

A bird’s “EYE” view
The London Eye
  In our first installment, we ended by

encouraging visitors to get the “big pic-

ture” of their destination upon arrival. Just
hours after our train pulled into St. Pan-
cras International Station from Paris, we
chose to experience our “grand view” of
London from the London Eye—the West-

ern Hemisphere’s largest Ferris wheel.
Built in 2000 it quickly became an inter-
national hit and has helped to transform
London’s skyline from “suit-and-tie” stuffy
to  “playful fun!” 

It’s best to take the 30-minute ride at
dusk when the city glows amber as the old
streetlights come on. It is one of the most
enchanting views you’ll ever see. Inside the
large glass “pods” guests can walk around
for a wonderful panorama of the
cityscape. Small computer screens help
you identify landmarks, but you’ll recog-
nize Big Ben, directly across the river, St.
Paul’s Cathedral, the Tower Bridge, and all
the famous skyscrapers reshaping the
city’s skyline. Purchase your ticket online
to avoid the lines or pay extra for the fast
track. There’s plenty to do near the Eye so
plan to spend some time on the South
Bank. 

Churchill War Rooms
  Dwight says his most memorable ex-

perience in London
was the Churchill
War Rooms—part
of the Imperial
War Museums. In
talking with Han-
nah and Emma
afterward, we
agreed the time
we spent there
gave each of us
a sense of the
sacrifice that
ordinary Londoners made
during WWII—especially during the
London Blitz. Anticipating that as many
as 200,000 Londoners might be killed by
German bombs, the British government
installed a 5-foot thick concrete layer to
protect those leading the war effort, in-
cluding the War Cabinet. “The Slab,” as it
was called, protected the famous “War
Room” and bunker. The entire com-
plex remained virtually untouched
since the surrender of Japan until
it was opened for public view.

The museum helps you under-
stand the immense war effort
needed to prevent a German in-
vasion across the English Chan-
nel from France. The war’s effect
is still seen on the skyline with
modern buildings erected on the
ruins of, and sandwiched in be-
tween, buildings that are hun-
dreds of years old. If you have
ever been to the Churchill Mu-
seum in Fulton, Mo.—where
Churchill coined the term “Iron Cur-
tain”—you realize how important
Churchill, along with Roosevelt, was to
saving western civilization. The Museum
in London also reveals the formative years
of the young Churchill, who was shaped
by the sensibilities of his American
mother. 

The Globe Theater
  The London Eye wasn’t actually the

very first thing we
did in London, we
must confess. After
exiting the Under-
ground, the city’s
subway system, the
walk to the Eye
would take us near
the Globe The-
atre—a detailed
replica of Shake-
speare’s most fa-
mous stage,
located at the same
site. In addition to
a tour, we were able to view a dress re-
hearsal, available only at certain times, and
also enjoyed a spin through the small mu-
seum, which underscored the tremendous
impact that Shakespeare has had on the
written word. Designed for the outdoor
elements, the authentic theater seats are
hard, and uncomfortable, while covers
protected the balconies from the elements.

The stage endures whatever pours
down from the sky during perform-
ances. Both Hannah and Emma en-
joyed recognizing famous
Shakespearean lines, noting his contin-
uing impact on modern culture.

Buckingham Palace
  The palace is the London home and

primary residence of Queen Eliza-
beth and has, for centuries, been
the place where ordinary Eng-
lish citizens stand to show
solidarity with the monar-
chy in times of great
s a dne s s
and joy.

Visitors should plan their visit
to catch the changing of the
guard. Tours are available de-
pending on the time of year,
usually July, and coincide with
the Queen’s summer return to
Windsor Castle. Watch for the
flag. If the Union flag flies above
Buckingham Palace, or Wind-
sor Castle, it means that the
Queen is not in residence there. 

Parliament and Big Ben
  Big Ben is the nickname for the tower

clock inside the imposing Elizabeth Tower
on the north end of the Houses of Parlia-
ment. You have no doubt seen it hundreds
of times as it is almost always in the open-
ing sequence of any movie or TV show set
in London. If you are up for it, climb the
334 spiral steps to the top where you’ll get
to see the mechanism room behind the
clock. Parliament is open to tours when

they are not in session but English citizens
get first dibs to hear the prime minister.
Non-citizens queue up for any seats left.

HMS Belfast
  Also part of the National War Muse-

ums, the World War II-era cruiser HMS
Belfast (the largest of its era) offers an up-
close look at the living conditions and
risks that sailors take in service to their na-
tion. An afternoon walk along the South
Bank of the River Thames eventually led

us to the centrally located Belfast.
The price of admission allows
guests nearly full access from the
stern to the foreword and up
to the Crow’s Nest. You’ll

see how every bit of
space was used
and how sailors
slept in ham-
m o c k s ,

How our family made the memory of a lifetime. Part II

by Anita and Dwight Widaman

Parliament and Big Ben as seen from
the South Bank of the Thames

Postcards from London

The passenger pods
of the London Eye

The grand view of London’s
cityscape from the London Eye

The Eurostar Rail Line from Paris to London is inexpensive
and comfortable and takes you under the English Channel!

St. Paul’s Cathedral 

MV_APRIL_2014_Layout 1  3/26/14  9:16 AM  Page 11



12 • April 2014 ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––metrovoicenews.com � facebook.com/metrovoicenews ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––Metro Voice 

which swung over shipmates who were
eating or perhaps playing cards on the ta-
bles below. In the canteen guests can spy
period food, snacks, toiletry packages, plus
period magazines used to help pass the
time. Some of the quarters are accessed
through fairly tight spaces and the climb
up ladders is often steep. One of the most
interesting things was learning how ser-
vicemen hoisted huge bombs into the gun
turrets. 

Harrods
  Harrods is a must-stop on any itiner-

ary because, well, that’s what tourists are
supposed to do. While my girls, and
Dwight, were not all that impressed, the
huge store is still imposing with more de-
partments than you can really see in a day.
It’s a great place to pick up a quick sou-
venir––a Harrods’s tin of English Tea.

Westminster Abbey
  The Abbey is where most sovereigns

have been crowned and buried. The audio
guide allows guests to learn the history of
the British people, at their own pace,
through its chapels, statues, plaques, the
Coronation Chair, sarcophagi, and stained
glass. Seeing Jane Austin’s name on a tablet
in the Poet’s Corner brings to remem-
brance hours of watching BBC’s “Pride

and Prejudice” with my daughters. The
names of C.S. Lewis, Charlotte Bronte,
William Shakespeare and other familiar
names are commemorated in this area. All
of these individuals are a
part of our own early
American heritage and
culture. 
  One of the blessings of

a trip like this is to provide
opportunities for your
children to connect the
dots on what they are see-
ing to the bits of knowl-
edge they already possess. Westminster
Abbey fits the bill as it is filled with history
and connected to many of the greats of
Western civilization in the arts and sci-
ences and politics. Entombed here are

Charles Dickens, Laurence
Olivier and Isaac Newton. 
Our family loves “Amaz-

ing Grace,” the movie about
John Wilberforce, the 17th
century Christian and
British abolitionist and his
best friend, British Prime
Minister William Pitt. Han-
nah remembered that the
movie stated they are
buried side-by-side in the
Abbey. With the help of

three Abbey guides securing info on their
phones, we located the crypts and, much
to Hannah’s delight, there lay the two best
friends who changed the direction of the
Western world.

Windsor Castle
  Once rested from a good night sleep,

you’ll be ready for the 23-mile train ride
out to Windsor Castle—the world’s oldest

and largest inhabited castle and a national
treasure. Thirty-nine British monarchs
have made this their home since William
the Conqueror completed it in 1086. The
legacy of those monarchs is evident every-
where, as each have made additions and
improvements, most notably, George IV,
who created rooms that still dazzle visitors
today. The state apartments have been
open to the public since 1848 and contain
some of the most treasured collections of
the British Empire, including works by
Leonardo da Vinci, Van Dyke and Rem-
brandt. Guests can even see the full metal
armor suit worn by King Henry the VIII. 
  Our castle tour got off to a slightly

rocky start when Emma developed stom-
ach pains during our train ride to Wind-
sor, perhaps the result of spicy food the
night before. Just as we began the self-
guided tour, Emma’s stomach gave up her
dinner and breakfast (we only share with
her permission!) and to our surprise, se-
cret doors opened and staff whisked her—
with the rest of us in tow—away to give
her care. Her shining knight became Peter,
a guard and EMT who must have seen it
all before because he knew just the right

words to comfort Emma
and allay any fears that we
would be interrogated for
biological warfare.

After Emma recov-
ered she and Dwight
walked a slower pace,
stopping in every room to
let her rest, and more
closely study their sur-

roundings. 
  As you enter St. George’s Hall, where

official state banquets are held, you realize
how truly important it is. It is the center-
piece of the Nights of the Garter, the oldest

and most prestigious order of chivalry in
Britain. Your gaze is drawn upward to the
top of the massive hall, which boasts the
coat of arms of all of England’s Knights
since 1348. The few you see covered?
Those are the knights who disgraced the
throne, their insignia covered as a sign of
ignominy. 
  Other opulent rooms sure to amaze

include the King and Queen’s separate
chambers, drawing room, King’s dining
room and the ballroom. But the exhibits
are not all about old kings and queens. We
enjoyed the portrait gallery of the Queen
Elizabeth, including Andy Warhol’s fa-
mous depiction.
  Much of the castle’s splendor could

have been lost in a 1992 fire that destroyed
one of its large wings. As the fire spread,
however, the castle’s staff rushed to remove
thousands of historical treasures, and only
a few pieces were lost. The painstaking re-
construction effort—all with private

funds—has re-
stored and im-
proved the
castle. In fact,
St. George’s
Hall, heavily
damaged in
the fire, was re-
stored using
only medieval
building tech-
niques and in-
cludes the
largest timber
roof con-
structed in the
20th Century.

St. Paul’s Cathedral
  Since 1708, St. Paul’s Cathedral has

played a central role in the civic and reli-
gious life of London. The city’s residents
rallied to save it from the inferno that
raged during the London Blitz and the
church became even larger than life—a
symbol of a nation standing alone against
the Nazi onslaught before America en-
tered the war. Although the site has been
a place of worship for 1,400 years, during
the past 300 of those, it has hosted State,
church and royal events. Whereas West-
minster Abbey is the private church of the
monarchy, St. Paul’s is London’s—truly
England’s—official church. But it is often
the spiritual events that have defined the
cathedral, including public Thanksgivings
to God services at the end of wars. It also
hosted the wedding of Princess Diana and
Prince Charles. 
  The cathedral is described in one

word—huge. We climbed to the “whisper-
ing dome” where you can hear people
whispering on the other side. For the
brave, you can climb to the top for another
“grand view” of London’s skyline.
  The crypt holds the tombs and me-

morials to such famous English men and
women as Florence Nightingale and the
cathedral’s architect, Sir Christopher
Wren. 
  One of our favorite views in St. Paul’s

was that of the impressive painting “The
Light of the World” with Christ knocking
on an overgrown door, which of course,
can only be opened from the inside.
  Don’t leave without a cup of tea or

lunch at St. Paul’s Tea Room across the
courtyard. On a dreary day, it’s the perfect
way to warm up and lift your spirits. The
food is excellent.

Tower of London
  Officially known as Her Majesty’s

Royal Palace and Fortress,
the infamous Tower of
London is really a fortress,
palace and prison, and the
site of some of England’s
bloodiest history, including
the beheadings of Henry
the VIII’s second wife, Anne
Bolin, and fifth wife,
Catherine Howard. The
complex overflows with
history and intrigue. We
enjoyed several different
narrated tours. The White
Tower features displays and
special exhibits and rare artifacts, but the
“crowning glory” of the Tower of London
is actually the Crown Jewels, the world’s
most famous “bling”. Included in the
many crowns, which are displayed in his-
torical order, is the Koh-i-Nûr diamond in
the late Queen Mother's crown. For cen-
turies, Persian and Mughal kings fought
wars over this gem before it was given to
Queen Victoria in 1877. 
  The display is more visual than wordy

and is perfect for kids of all ages to under-
stand. We were also amazed at the lavish
golden banquet setting and the varied
scepters used by royalty for more than a
thousand years.
  Nearby is the Tower Bridge—a fantas-

tic photo backdrop. Cross the bridge and
turn right and you’ll be at the HMS
Belfast.

British Museum
  The British Museum is an example of

knowing there was just too much to see. It

was wise to let the girls pick the area that
most interested them, so off to ancient
Egypt we went to study mummies and

The Rosetta Stone.
Nothing can excite youth
like a real mummy! Since
Britain once ruled much
of the world, its archeo-
logical treasures include
imposing stone statues
from Easter Island, easily
recognizable “The Great
Wave”, the “Ram in the
Thicket”–found in the
Royal Cemetery at Ur,
and artifacts from an-
cient Greece, Rome and
Africa and more. If you

enjoy history, this museum is a love fest!

Saturday Flea Markets
  A must do for any trip is taking in one

of many community markets. Camden
Market can be overwhelming and you
could spend the better part of a day look-
ing for unique items to bring home. We
visited the maze that comprises the Stables
Market. The horses are long gone and in-
stead of hay, the stalls brim with every-
thing from antiques to retro clothing,
comic and antique books, old prints and
war memorabilia. 

Other “Don’t Miss” Sites
  There’s so much free stuff available

around Trafalgar Square—a favorite of
tourists. At its center is Nelson’s column,
completed in 1843. Near the entrance to
the National Gallery, the column is hard
to miss with its four lions guarding the
base. The gallery features many famous
paintings including Rembrandt, and an
entire wing of impressionism, a favorite of
Dwight and I. Just on the edge of the
square is St. Martin’s-of-the-Field Church
and, after checking out the onsite store,
consider lunch in the basement. Nearby is
the National Portrait Gallery. 
  Most churches, including St. Paul’s

and Westminster Abbey, have a short
evening prayer and song service called
Even Song which begins around 5 p.m.
Lasting for about 45 minutes, they are a
great way to cap a busy day and prepare
for a relaxing evening.
  Day trips are just a short train ride

away from the center city. A fan of “Down-
ton Abbey”? Guests can visit the estate
where the TV series is filmed. Other top
choices include Stonehenge, Hampton
Court and Oxford.

Statue from
Easter Island
at the British
Museum

A quiet 
residential
garden at
Westminster
Abbey

In the hold of 
the HMS Belfast

Windsor Castle

Tower 
Bridge

Outside the Houses of
Parliament

Continued from previous page
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Getting There
  Since we were touring Paris and then

London we chose to fly into Paris and fly
home out of London. That meant we
needed to get to London from Paris. Travel
between European cities is inexpensive
and convenient. The cheap airfare can be
deceiving. While a one-way flight from
Paris to London may be as little as $65,
they charge for ALL luggage. For a differ-
ent and more leisurely experience, we
chose the Eurostar rail line. The two-hour
and 15-minute trip to London was
smooth as silk, comfortable and relaxing,
lulling Hannah to sleep. After reserving
four facing seats with a table, we enjoyed
snacks, played cards and struck up a con-
versation with fellow Americans living in
Paris. Tickets were much cheaper than air-
fare and there is no added fee for baggage.
We had the added bonus of seeing the
French and British countryside during the
journey, except for that portion which
runs under the cold waters in the English
Channel! 
Tip: From Kansas City you’ll fly to a

major hub to catch your international
flight. Plan to arrive at your U.S. hub four
or five hours early in case your flight out
of Kansas City is delayed, as was ours. We
only managed to catch our Paris flight be-
cause our international departure was de-
layed, a rarity according to our boarding
agent. We were so happy to have made the
flight that we did little jig, garnering
knowing glances from smiling passengers.

Where to Stay
  As in the U.S. there are innumerable

accommodation choices. Americans typ-
ically want a room where the entire family
can stay. In most European hotels, a “dou-
ble” doesn’t mean two double beds but
two single beds! In hotels like Sheraton
and Best Western, you can find rooms that
will fit a family of four or five but you may
pay a premium. In London, we opted for
a family-owned boutique hotel, also con-
sidered a bed and breakfast.
  In London we wanted lodging that

was near the point of our arrival from
Paris knowing we would each be pulling a
suitcase—except Dwight who pulled two,
plus a bag. After reading travel blogs and

reviews, Dwight suggested the three-story
MacDonald Hotel just two blocks from St.
Pancras and King’s Cross tube station. Our
room contained a double bed and bunk
beds. It wasn’t fancy but was comfort-
able—like a decent dorm room but the
12-foot ceilings made it seem larger. You’ll
often pay more at one of these boutique
hotels or B&Bs if you want an en suite
bathroom. It’s worth it. Tiny by U.S. stan-
dards, it was clean and had plenty of hot
water and we knew our daughters would
only be hogging the bathroom from us,
and not other guests. The cooked-to-order
breakfast, included in the room rate, was
tasty and hot and included bacon, beans
(I know, right?), eggs your way, toast, ce-
real, yogurt and fruit, plus coffee, tea and
juice. Since the accommodations are pop-
ular with travelers, you’ll often eat break-
fast and even share a table with people
from around the world. We enjoyed talk-
ing with families from China to Germany. 
For stays of a week or

longer in the same city,
consider a service
that lets private
homes. Check
out Airbnb.com–
–highly recom-
mended by a
fellow American
traveler who uses
the service exclu-
sively. Europeans
are very hospitable and often
lease rooms or an entire home at
reasonable rates. Single rooms
may be as low as $70 a night; a
family rate could be $100. Ben-
efits include a kitchen and laun-
dry, which means less luggage. 
Speaking of luggage, Dwight

and I shared
one large
checked bag,
plus a small
carry-on. The
girls each man-
aged to take

only one carry-on, which
we insisted on because of
our reliance on subway
and train travel. Amaz-
ingly, Emma squeezed in
nine pairs of shoes.

“Mind the Gap”
  The most familiar

saying any American
comes away from Lon-
don is the cheerful but
serious voice that re-
minds you to “mind the
gap”—that space that

separates the train from the platform.
  Like Paris, London has an extensive

network of public transportation. The
Underground will quickly whisk riders to

anywhere they need
to be or pretty close.
We thoroughly en-
joyed riding the
subways. Both girls
noticed it was clean
and safe. We agree!
Because there was
no language barrier
in reading the signs,
we encouraged the
girls to plan our
subway journeys.
They had already
figured out that the

Underground has west–east and north–
south routes and that when the train ar-
rives, the sign indicates the final stop in the
direction the train is heading. Hannah and
Emma would lead mom and
dad—both a bit travel weary at
this point—through well-lit un-
derground corridors to the right
train platform. We never got lost.

See the City in Sections
  Our travel strategy is to

focus on one area of the city each
day. This reduces unnecessary
travel time and makes it possible
to fit in more activities. Your itin-
erary might look like this:
Day 1: Arrival. Check-in.

Shakespeare’s Globe Theater,
London Eye, St. Paul’s, boat ride
down the Thames, nice dinner. 
Day 2: Churchill War Rooms,

National Gallery, evening entertainment
might include a performance at the Royal
Opera House.
Day 3: British Museum, High Tea and

shopping, Evening Entertainment such as
a musical like “Phantom of the Opera” or
“Wicked.” The night is just getting started

at 10 p.m. so have a late
dinner of take-away.
The theater district is
filled with hundreds of
restaurants, pubs and
cafes for every taste.
Day 4: Flea markets,

shopping, eating and
maybe taking in a
movie. Tower of Lon-
don, HMS Belfast,
anything you missed is
a quick ride away. Few
things are far away
when using the Un-
derground. 
Day 5: Westminster

Abbey, Parliament and
Big Ben, Buckingham
and Kensington
Palaces, and Harrods.
Day 6: Windsor

Castle or another day trip. Have dinner in
the village at the base of the castle.

Entertainment
Evenings are a great time to take in

hundreds of entertainment options. From
ballet at the Royal Opera (a must-see for
Hannah) to a show like “Phantom of the
Opera” (Emma’s favorite) in the West End,

there’s plenty from
which to choose.
Dwight even man-
aged to squeeze in
“Star Trek’s” movie
premiere.

Good Eats
London may be

better known for its
abundant variety of
international food
than for English
mainstays. Pubs are
really family dining
and they’re inex-
pensive. In June and
July the sun sets in

England around 9:30 p.m. so consider a
bigger or late lunch and go light in the
evening. Whatever your taste, you’ll find it
in London—Vietnamese, Indian, Spanish,
Turkish—it’s all here. Don’t be afraid to
try new things.
  We usually relied on the suggestions

of locals. A guard at No. 10 Downing
Street, the Prime Minister’s residence, sug-
gested his favorite pub, Lord Moon on the
Mall, and it became our favorite pub as
well. We enjoyed our first, and only, fish
and chips of the trip. A fellow market cus-
tomer recommended Kili’s Kitchen fea-
turing Turkish quisine. Just a short walk

away, it was
some of the
best food we
have ever
eaten—any-
where. 

On an-
other occa-
sion a busy
Chinese buf-
fet near the
West End af-

forded a serendipitous encounter with a
British couple. These locals were interested
in what sights we were enjoying and got a
kick out of browsing through our guide
book to see London through the eyes of
American tourists. We visited with them
for over an hour and left realizing that
families are the same all over the world.
  We also banished dad for a girls-only

high tea in an upscale area near the British
Museum. Emma became hooked on Eng-
lish tea—complete with milk and sugar.
There is apparently no going back to her
former American habits! A three-tiered
tray of sandwiches and dessert, fancy sur-

roundings and lots of girl talk with mom
made for an unforgettable memory. As
most moms—and Dads—understand, it
is these casual conversations over food that
you often learn the most about what is
going on in the mind and life of your chil-
dren.

Why Do We Travel?
  Time. Isn’t that what family trips are

all about? Sure the sights are great, but it
is the time spent with the people you love
most in life that produces the best fun and
most cherished memories. We need to

hear the voice on the Underground, re-
minding us of the space we must cross
from the platform to the train. Not plan-
ning memorable travel with your family
can also create a gap—a space that often
becomes a barrier. Wherever you travel,
make bridging that space a priority.
Thanks for joining us on our exploration
of Paris and London. 
Until next time, mind the gap!

Top Tips for Travel The ladies ditch dad and steal
away for High Tea

Whose feet
are whose?

On the train
from Windsor

Homeward
bound

Our B&B for
the week

Fish & chips at the pub
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EASTER & PASSOVER
LENTON SERVICES. Wed. through Apr. 9.  7 p.m., Serv-
ices; 5:30 p.m., light dinner.  Ascension Lutheran Church,
4900 Blue Ridge Blvd., KCMO.  Freewill donation.  816-
358-1919.

EASTER EGG HUNT.  Apr.12, 10am.  Leawood Baptist
Church, 8200 State Line Road, Leawood, KS.  Chris Cakes
pancake breakfast from 10:30am to noon for $5 per per-
son, all-you-can-eat pancakes.  913-649-0100.
COMMUNITY EASTER EGG HUNT. Apr. 12, 10-11:30am.
Santa Fe Commons Park (downtown Overland Park, KS).
Spon. by Emmanuel Baptist Church, 10100 Metcalf Ave.,

OPKS.  913-649-0900.
“OUR DELIVERER”. Apr. 13, 6pm.  New Hope Church of
the Nazarene, 4330 N. Oak Trafficway, KCMO 64116.  An
original full length dramatic production.  office@kc-
newhope.org
GOOD FRIDAY EASTER PRESENTATION “BLESSED RE-
DEEMER”. Apr. 18, 6pm.  New Hope Church of the
Nazarene, 4330 N. Oak Trafficway, KCMO 64116.
office@kcnewhope.org
PASSOVER SEDER WITH MARTY GOETZ.  April 15, 5 –
9 p.m.  Shawnee Civic Center, 13817 Johnson Drive,
Shawnee, KS.  Spon. by OrHaOlam.  Enjoy a traditional
Passover Seder meal with us, conducted according to
traditions followed since the redemption of our people
from Egypt in the time of Moshe.  Gourmet dinner $35.
www.OrHaOlam.com
MAUNDY THURSDAY.  Apr. 17, 7 p.m.  Ascension
Lutheran Church, 4900 Blue Ridge Blvd., KCMO.    816-
358-1919.
RESURRECTION CELEBRATION.  Apr. 20, 8 & 10:45
a.m.  Ascension Lutheran Church, 4900 Blue Ridge
Blvd., KCMO.    Easter breakfast between services.  816-
358-1919.
EASTER CANTATA. Apr. 19, 7pm & Apr. 20, 10:15am.  Pis-
gah Baptist Church, 112 Pisgah, Excelsior Springs, MO.  816-
630-5121.
EASTER IN 3D. Apr. 20, 9:30am, 11am & 5pm.  First Bap-
tist Raytown, 10500 East 350 Highway, Raytown, MO.  Join
us for an interactive journey through the Easter story at
one of our 3D services, 3D glasses provided.  816-353-1994.
EASTER SUNDAY. Apr. 20, Sunrise Service 6:45am, Pan-
cake Breakfast 7:45-9:15am & Worship Service in the Gym
10am.  Westbrook Church, 9777 Antioch Road, OPKS.  913-
888-4750.
EASTER SUNDAY SUNRISE SERVICE. Apr. 20, 7am.  New
Hope Church of the Nazarene, 4330 N. Oak Trafficway,
KCMO 64116.  office@kcnewhope.org

EASTER SERVICE. Apr. 20, Coffee, breakfast treats and
social time 9am & Worship begins at 9:30am.  Open Range
Fellowship, 204 E Casey Road, Lone Jack, MO.  Hear the
good news of our risen Savior!  Nursery is available for
small children during morning service.  1-816-687-2002.

CONCERTS
CASTING CROWNS. Apr. 3, 7pm.  Independence Events
Center, 19100 East Valley View Pkwy, Indep., MO 64055.  

LESTER ESTELLE. Apr. 4, 7:30-9:30pm.  7126 W 80th St.,
OPKS.  913-381-6022.

THE LEFEVRE QUARTET. Apr. 10, 7pm.  First Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ), 2151 S Jefferson St., Kearney,
MO 64060.  816-628-6653.

THE COLLINGSWORTH FAMILY. Apr. 10, 7pm.  Cowen
Memorial Auditorium, 7020 74th St., OPKS 66204.  $15
General Admission advance purchase, $20 General Admis-
sion at door.   www.kccbs.edu or 913-722-0272.

GAITHER HOMECOMING TOUR 2014. Apr. 12, 6pm.
O’Reilly Family Events Center Box Office, Drury College,
Springfield, MO.  $20-$72.  417-873-6389.

JASON CRABB CONCERT. Apr. 17, 7pm.  New Life Assem-
bly, 801 SW 1st Street, Oak Grove, MO.  816-690-3514.

WAILING WALL. Apr. 26, 7:30-9:30pm.  7126 W 80th St.,
OPKS.  913-381-6022.

THE FREEMANS.  May 1, 7pm.  First Christian Church (Dis-
ciples of Christ), 2151 S Jefferson St., Kearney, MO 64060.
816-628-6653.

SWEET SPIRIT & FRIENDS MUSIC OUTREACH. May 17,

Food 6pm & Music 7pm.  Moment of Truth Bible Baptist
Church, 310 Randolph Rd., Claycomo, MO 64119.  Special
Guests: The Chamber Family.  816-453-7547.
FREEDOM QUARTET. May 22, 7pm.  First Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ), 2151 S Jefferson St., Kearney,
MO 64060.  816-628-6653.

SOUTHERN GOSPEL
(CALL FOR GROUPS)
ALPHA OMEGA CHRISTIAN MUSIC ASSOCIATION
MONTHLY MEETING, PRAYER, DEVOTION, POTLUCK
AND JAM. FIRST FRIDAY, 7pm.  10035 E. Westport Rd.,
Indep., MO 64052.  
MO-KAN GOSPEL MUSIC ASSOCIATION POTLUCK AND
JAM.  FOURTH FRIDAY (except for Nov. & Dec. when we
meet on the 3rd Fri.).  Northland Christian Church, 6120
NE 48th St., KCMO.   913-432-0359.
PENTECOSTAL TABERNACLE CHURCH. SECOND SAT.,
6pm.  341 S. 72nd St., Kansas City, KS 66111.  Praise and
Worship songs of Zion.  913-334-1009.
CGMA NW MO CHAPTER MEETING, GOSPEL MUSIC
AND POTLUCK. SECOND SAT.  Faith Assembly of God
Church, South 13 Hwy, Polo, MO.  Travel North on I-35
North, go North of Liberty to the Polo/Lathrop Exit.  Turn
right onto116 Hwy.  Go 12 miles to 13 Hwy.  Turn left and
go ¼ mile.  pegcla@msn.com.
MOMENT OF TRUTH BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH. THIRD
SAT.  in January, May, Sept. & November, 7pm.  310 Ran-
dolph Rd, Claycomo, MO.  Gospel music sing.  For more in-

formation, call 816-452-4426.
RADIANT LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD. LAST SUN., 6:30
p.m.  Hwy. 33, Kearney, MO.  Open mike.  Gospel sing.  
GOSPEL JAMBOREE. SECOND THURSDAY, 7 p.m.  Life
Christian Center, 1650 E Langsford Road, Lee’s Summit,
MO.  816-878-4694.   
PARADISE BAPTIST CHURCH. SECOND SUN., 6 p.m.  Pot
luck dinner at 5 p.m.  Paradise Missouri.  816-591-1020.

CLASSES, SEMINARS, 
CONFERENCES
FREE CLASSICAL CONVERSATIONS CHALLENGE IN-
FORMATION MEETING. Apr. 1, 7-9pm.  Emmanuel Bap-
tist Church, 10100 Metcalf Ave, Overland Park, KS.
jonkirstin@embarqmail.com.
FREE CLASSICAL CONVERSATIONS INFORMATION
MEETING.  Apr. 1, 7-8:30pm.  Countryside Baptist Church,
14150 W 175th, Olathe, KS.  southolathecc@gmail.com.
FREE CLASSICAL CONVERSATIONS OPEN HOUSE. Apr.
3, 8:45am-3pm.  Countryside Baptist Church, 14150 W
175th, Olathe, KS.  southolathecc@gmail.com. 
WORLDVIEW CONFERENCE.  Apr. 3.  Hannibal Lagrange
University, Hannibal, MO.  Spon. by Missouri Baptists, The
Pathway & Christian Life Commission.  Speakers include:
Dr. Anthony Allen, Ph.D., Dr. Janice Crouse, Ph.D., Bob
McEwen, Kerry Messer, Dr. John Yeats, Rob Phillips, Justin
Mosher & Don Hinkle.  mobaptist.org/worldview.  
BIBLE STUDY – BECOMING MYSELF BY STASI EL-
DREDGE. Begins Apr. 3.  Spon. by If Not For Grace.
www.infg.org or 816-847-2911.
HER CHOICE TO HEAL. Classes begin Apr. 3.  Spon. by If
Not For Grace.  www.infg.org or 816-847-2911.
KATHY TRICCOLI’S HOPE’S ALIVE WEEKEND CONFER-
ENCE.  Apr. 4, 7-8:30pm & Apr. 5, 9am-12:30pm.  Olathe
Bible Church, 13700 W. 151st, Olathe, KS 66062.  During
this weekend, women will experience Triccoli in concert
Friday night, then periods of worship, comedy, prayer, en-
couragement, and more on Saturday.  913-764-8280. 
BIRTHRIGHT VOLUNTEER TRAINING. Apr. 5.  Birthright
Center, 6309 Walnut, KCMO.  Birthright, an international
emergency service offering positive alternatives to abor-
tion, is staffed by volunteers.  If you are willing to commit
some of your time, there are a number of ways to help.
We especially need compassionate women and men to an-
swer the hotline calls, run pregnancy tests, and befriend
mothers in crisis.  816-444-7090.
SHARE YOUR FAITH WORKSHOP. Apr. 5, 9am-4pm.
CrossWay Bible Church, 701 NW Woods Chapel Rd., Blue
Springs, MO.  Learn a “hands-on” approach to sharing your
faith!  Using the five fingers on your hand, Share Your Faith
Workshop from Evangelism Explosion International intro-
duces a Gospel presentation that’s easy to learn and hard
to forget.  Lunch provided; childcare available by reserva-
tion only.  Call 816-228-1411.
FIRST LOVE MINISTRIES CONVENTION WITH MARY K.
BAXTER.  April 11 – 14.  Apr. 11, 12, 14, 7 p.m.  Apr. 13, 11
a.m. & 7 p.m.  First Love Ministries Church, 4747 Hadley
Ave., OPKS.  Free.  Childcare not provided.  See ad.  913-
403-9644. 
THE 4TH ANNUAL CONFERENCE FOR PASTORS AND
LAITY.  Apr. 9-10.  Ottawa University, Ottawa, KS.  Featur-
ing The Reverend Jacquline L. Saxon.
www.ottawa.edu/norwoodjones.  
AVOID PROBATE SEMINARS. Apr. 10 & 22, 7pm.  Lewis
Living Trust Center, 700 NE Langsford Rd., Lee’s Summit,
MO.  Free.  816-524-3200.
FIBROMYALGIA SUPPORT GROUP MEETING. Apr. 10,
7-8:30pm.  Countryside Christian Church, 6101 Nall Ave.,
Mission, KS.  Cori Phelps will cover general information on
using essential oils for pain relief.  913-384-4673.
FREE CLASSICAL CONVERSATIONS OPEN HOUSE.Apr.
10, 8:45am-3:30pm.  Emmanuel Baptist Church, 10100
Metcalf Ave., OPKS.  jonkirstin@embarqmail.com.
MOMS NIGHT OUT!  Apr. 11, 7-9:30pm.  Vineyard Church,
East Auditorium, 12300 NW Arrowhead Trfwy, KCMO
64165.  Theme: “Communication: Each Child is Unique.”
Free Childcare is provided, 6:30-9:30pm.  816-210-5096.
FREE CLASSICAL CONVERSATIONS INFORMATION
MEETING. Apr. 12, 3-4:30pm.  603 Emerson Drive, Belton,
MO 64012.  Beccajacobs2012@gmail.com.
FREE CLASSICAL CONVERSATIONS INFORMATION
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Easter JASON CRABB LIVE IN CONCERT. 7:00 P.M., NEW LIFE ASSEMBLY, 801 SW 1ST ST.,
OAK GROVE, MO. FOR MOR INFORMATION, CALL 816-690-3514
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MEETING. Apr. 15, 7-9pm.  Emmanuel Baptist Church, 10100 Metcalf
Ave., OPKS.  jpettis@classicalconversations.com
JR. CYIA TRAINING.  Apr. 21 & May 2-3.  For students entering 7th or
8th grade in the fall of 2014.  Jr. CYIA students commit to a minimum
of serving for two weeks of 5-Day Clubs in their local area (during the
time frame of June 23-Aug. 8).  Spon. by Child Evangelism Fellowship
of the Greater KC Area.  816-358-1138.
THE ART OF MARRIAGE SEMINAR. Apr. 25-26.  Lee’s Summit First
Assembly, 425 SW Oldham Parkway, Lee’s Summit, MO.  816-524-0181.
“SHARPENING PARENTING SKILLS.” Apr. 26, 8am-5pm.  Leawood
Baptist Church, 8200 State Line Rd., Leawood, KS.  Led by Interim
Pastor, Dr. David Everly.  Small cost to cover lunch.  913-649-0100.
FLOW IN THE WORD AND SPIRIT.  April 27 – 30.  Sunday, 10 a.m.
& 6 p.m.  Mon. – Wed., 10 a.m. & 7 p.m.  Faith Builders Interna-
tional, 8390 Peoria St., De Soto, KS   Speakers include:  Pastor
Nancy Dufresne, Pastor Rafael Hernandez, Pastors Philip and
Michelle Steele.  913-583-1670. 
SACRED RELATIONSHIPS WEEKEND. May 2-4.  Pleasant Valley
Church, 1600 North 291 Highway, Liberty, MO 64068.  Speakers:  Gary
Thomas.  Featuring Sacred Marriage, Sacred Parenting & Sacred
Search.  816-781-5959.
STAND UP! MEN’S CONFERENCE “STANDING FIRM IN THE
FAITH.” May 3, 9am-5pm.  Calvary Bible College, 15800 Calvary Rd.,
KCMO 64147.  $15/person, includes lunch & dinner.  Ages 13 & up.  This
conference will be a platform for older men to gather and encourage
younger men about manhood, examining issues and what genuine
manhood looks like from a Biblical perspective.  
WYCLIFFE BIBLE TRANSLATION. May 10, 6pm.  The Clarion Hotel
Sports Complex, 4011 Blue Ridge Cut-Off, KCMO, 64113.  Speaker:
Robert Harmon.  888-599-7551.
ELIEZER BRAUN. May 14, 7pm.  Colonial Presbyterian Church, Ter-
race Room, 9500 Wornall Rd., KCMO.  Spon. by Ministries of New Life.
Eliezer Braun has authored a book titled Bridging the Gap regarding
the truth behind the 2000-year separation between Jews and the
Church.  913-383-3222.
FAITH MINISTRIES 2014 WORLD CONFERENCE – MORE THAN
ENOUGH. June 23-26, daytime sessions begin at 9:30am & prereg-
istration is required;  evening sessions begin at 7pm and will be open
to the public.  Faith Ministries, 12222 Blue Ridge Ext., Grandview, MO
64030.  Speaker include:  Dave & Bonnie Duell, Dennis & Denise Capra,
Ed & Mona Shirley and Dan & Nancy Thompson; Worship by Juli Perry

& Band!  www.fmin.org.  
2014 WORSHIP DANCE INTENSIVE. July 27-Aug. 8.  Dramatic Truth,
1015 Grandview Rd., KCMO.  Guest instructors include:  Liz Drimmel,
Ian Poulis, Durell Comedy & Fabiana Poulis.  dramatictruth.org or 816-
767-9222.
POSITIVE AGING EXPO. Aug. 14, 9am-3pm.  Jewish Community
Campus, 5801 W. 115th St., OPKS.  Free; lunch will be available to pur-
chase.  This free expo is geared to exposing the community to all the
programs, services, activities and resources for positive, purposeful
aging and keeping one’s self happy, healthy and active.  Annarose In-
garra-Milch, an expert on positive aging, will be the keynote speaker.
Call Dawn Herbet at JFS, 913-327-8239 or Monica Burgin at Catholic
Charities, 816-659-8259. 

SPECIAL CHURCH EVENTS
EAGLE EGG 5K. Apr. 5, 9am.  Summit Christian Academy, 1500 SW
Jefferson St., Lee’s Summit, MO.  816-525-1480.
THE LUTHERAN WOMEN’S MISSIONARY LEAGUE KANSAS CITY
SOUTH ZONE 2014 SPRING RALLY. Apr. 5, 9:30am, Registration
9am.  Calvary Lutheran Church, 7500 Oak Street, KCMO 64114.  $5,
luncheon provided.  Theme: “I know that my Redeemer Lives”.  “Gifts
of the Heart” for the Spring Rally is a monetary collection for Luther-
ans for Life.  816-444-6908.
HERITAGE CHRISTIAN ACADEMY ELEMENTARY OPEN HOUSE.
Apr. 10, 9-11am.  East Campus, 9333 West 159th St., OPKS 66221.  913-
681-7622.
1ST ANNUAL PRESIDENT’S SCHOLARSHIP BANQUET. Apr. 11,
Silent Auction 5:30pm, Dinner 7pm.  Overland Park Convention Center,
OPKS.  Keynote speaker: Former Attorney General John Ashcroft.  Pro-
ceeds benefit KCCBS and Overland Christian School students.  Tickets
available at www.kccbs.edu or by calling 913-722-0272.
TAKE TIME OUT LADIES FELLOWSHIPWITH PHIL AND PAM
MORGAN.  Apr. 15, 9:30 – 11:30 a.m.  First Baptist Church Shawnee,
11400 Johnson Drive, Shawnee, MO.  Love offering.  Nursery and
Brunch.  RSVP.  913-268-6500.
“I CAN ONLY IMAGINE.” Apr. 19, 6pm.  Open Range Fellowship, 204
E. Casey Rd., Lone Jack, MO.  An equestrian journey through the
church age. Bring lawn chair!  terry.rhr@gmail.com.
2014 RACHEL HOUSE BANQUET FUNDRAISER. Apr. 22, 6-9pm.
301 W 13th St., KCMO.  
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“ART EVENT AT KCC”: KANSAS CITY’S PREMIER
CHRISTIAN FESTIVAL OF THE ARTS. Apr. 25-26.  Kansas
City Christian School, 79th St., just west of Roe in Prairie
Village.  30+ artists will be exhibiting and selling original
works of art.  A portion of proceeds will benefit Kansas
City Christian School.  913-648-5227.
FAMILY FUN FAIR. Apr. 26, 10am-4pm.  Maranatha Chris-
tian Academy, 1500 W 63rd St., Shawnee, KS.  Huge carni-
val!  913-631-9286.  
ART SHOW. Apr. 30, 6:30-7:30pm.  Leawood Baptist
Church, Multi-Purpose Room, 8200 State Line Road, Lea-
wood, KS.  To raise funds for improvements to our Pre-
school and Parents’ Day Out programs.  Our preschool
children have participated in the creation of various works
of art that will be available for purchase.  913-649-0921.
NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER. May 1.  Various locations
throughout KC.  www.nationaldayofprayer.org
GIANT GARAGE SALE AND MOPS BAKE SALE.  May 1
and May 2.   Lord of Life Lutheran Church, 3105 W 135th
Street, Leawood, KS.  Church located between Mission
Road and State Line on 135th Street.  Sale hours will be

from 7:30 AM to 5:00 PM on Thursday and 7:30 AM to
3:30 PM on Friday.  ALL ITEMS WILL BE HALF PRICE ON
FRIDAY.   300 families donate to this sale.  The sale ben-
efits church missions and ministries.   913-681-5167
COUPLES NIGHT OUT. May 2, 7 to 9:30 p.m. Impact
Fellowship Church, 12011 W. 127th Street, Overland
Park, KS $20/ticket General Admission; $35/ticket VIP
(VIP tickets include reserved seating, meet-and-greet
and DVD.)  Tickets are available for purchase at Impact
Fellowship Church or at
www.GesturesOfGenerosity.com. Childcare is provided.
913–897–4338
COUPLES NIGHT OUT. May 3, 7 to 9:30 p.m. Corner-
stone Church of Blue Springs, 301 SE County Rd. AA,
Blue Springs, MO  $20/ticket General Admission;
$35/ticket VIP (VIP tickets include reserved seating,
meet-and-greet and DVD.)  Tickets are available for pur-
chase at Cornerstone Church or at www.GesturesOfGen-
erosity.com.  Childcare is provided.  816–228–1979
ODESSA NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER BREAKFAST.May
1, 6:45am-7:30am.  The Crown, 7411 Outer Road, Odessa,

MO.  A multimedia event with music, dance and video sup-
porting our petitions.  Breakfast is served immediately fol-
lowing.  816-204-7125.
ANNUAL CARNATION SALE FOR MOTHER’S DAY. Place
your order by Friday, May 2.  Missouri Right to Life offers
beautiful long-stemmed carnations for a minimum dona-
tion of $1 per bloom as our annual fundraiser.  You may
order them to give or sell to your congregation to honor
all mothers.  Your participation in the event funds our ed-
ucational and legislative efforts on behalf of sanctity of
life issues.  It also provides a nine-month salary for the
pro-life staff in the MRL – Western Region office.  Pick up
at various locations.  816-353-4113.
SALVATION ARMY 2014 CIVIC LUNCHEON. May 8, 12-
1:30pm.  Sheraton Kansas City Hotel at Crown Center, 2345
McGee St., KCMO 64108.  Speaker Laura Bush.  
11TH ANNUAL GOLF TOURNAMENT. May 16.  Eagles’
Landing Golf Course, Belton, MO.  Benefits Missouri Right
to Life Western Region.  816-353-4113.

FINE ARTS
“THE-A-LONE RANGER!” Through May 11, Saturdays at
7:30pm & Sundays at 3:30pm.  9601 Metcalf, in the Metcalf
South Shopping Center, OPKS.  Presented by Martin City
Melodrama.  913-642-7576.
“AESOP’S AMAZING FABLES!” Through May 17, various
show times.  Metcalf South Shopping Center, 9601 Metcalf
Ave., OPKS 66212.  Martin City, Jr.  913-642-7576. 
TO KILL A MOCINGBIRD. Apr. 5, 10 & 12, 7:30pm; Apr. 6
& 13, 2pm.  White Theatre, 5801 W. 115th St., OPKS 66211.
Set in Alabama during the Great Depression, To Kill a
Mockingbird follows the journey of Jem and Scout Finch,
whose father has been appointed to defend Tom Robinson,
a black man framed for a crime he didn’t commit.  Rated
PG.  913-327-8054.
“DINNER THEATER.” The hills are alive on Apr. 11, dinner
6:30pm, play 7pm.  Grandview Christian School, 12340
Grandview Rd., Grandview, MO.  Tickets $7.50/adult,
$5/child.  816-767-8630.

‘ANNIE, JR.’ Apr. 10-12, 7pm.  The Gym, 15000 W. 63rd.
St., Shawnee, KS.  Presented by Maranatha Christian Acad-
emy.  913-631-9286.
ROBIN HOOD THE MUSICAL.  Apr. 10 – 12.  Apr. 10, 7
p.m.; Apr. 11, 10 a.m.; Apr. 11, 7 p.m.; Apr. 12, 1 p.m. & 6
p.m.  Northland Mission Auditorium, 600 NW 110th
Terr., KCMO.  Presented by ACT One.  816-401-0040.  
THE HUNTRY CATERPILLAR & OTHER ERIC CARLE
STORIES. Apr. 15, 10am & 11:30am.  Folly Theater, 1020
Central St., KCMO.  Tickets $6.  Best for Grades Pre K – 1st
Grade.  816-842-5500.
“FOLLIES.” Friday evenings Apr. 18, 25 & May 2, 7:30pm;
Saturday evenings Apr. 19, 26 & May 2, 7:30pm; Sunday
matinees Apr. 20, 27 & May 4, 2pm.  The Barn Players, 6219
Martway, Mission, KS.  Tickets $18.  Presented by The Barn
Players.  913-432-9100.
ROADS OF ARABIA: ARCHAEOLOGY AND HISTORY OF
THE KINGDOM OF SAUDI ARABIA. Apr. 25-July 6.  The
Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art, 4525 Oak Street, KCMO.
Ticketed exhibition.  816-751-1278.
ENCHANGED APRIL.Apr. 26, 7pm & Apr. 27, 2pm.  Liberty
Chapel, 15790 Elmwood Ave., KCMO 64147.  $5 admission.
Presented by Calvary Bible College.  816-322-0110.
RICK RECHT. Apr. 27, 5:30pm.  White Theatre, 5801 W.
115th, Overland Park, KS 66211.  $10-$20.  913-327-8054.
THE JACOMO CHORALE CONCERT. May 4, 6pm.  Nativ-
ity of Mary Church, Indep., MO.  
HERCULES. May 15, 10am (School Day) & 7pm (Family
Day); May 16, 7pm, May 17, 2pm & 7pm, May 18, 2pm.  Gop-
pert Theater Avila University, 11901 Wornall Rd., KCMO
64145.  www.cytkc.org or 913-681-3318.
THE LEGEND OF POCAHONTAS. May 15, 10am (School
Day) & 7pm (Family Day); May 16, 7pm, May 17, 2pm & 7pm,
May 18, 2pm.  Bell Cultural Events Center, MidAmerica
Nazarene, 2030 East College Way, Olathe, KS.
www.cytkc.org or 913-681-3318.

FAMILY OUTINGS
“WINSTON CHURCHILL:  THE ARTIST.” Through Jul.
31, 10am-4pm, Mon.-Sat.  Hallmark Visitors Center, 2450
Grand Blvd., KCMO 64108.  816-274-3613.
THE DISCOVERY OF KING TUT. Through Sept. 7.  Union
Station, 300 W. Pershing, KCMO.  The exhibit will feature
a total of 1,000 breathtaking reproductions that were
scientifically and expertly hand-crafted over five years
by leading Egyptian artisans.  816-460-6TUT.
SKILLBUILDERS. Apr. 1 - Preparing Your Home for Sale;
Apr. 8 – Spring & Summer Car Care; Apr. 15 – Lawn & Gar-
den Care; Apr. 22 – Managing Your Money; Apr. 29 – Mak-
ing Simple Home Repairs.  9:45-10am Coffee, Meet,
Greet, Support. 10-11:50am program.  The Palmer Center,
Craft Room, 218A North Pleasant, Indep., MO.  Although
classes are designed for widowed persons, anyone may
attend.  No pre-registration is necessary.  There is no
charge to attend.  Spon. by Heartland Widowed Persons
Service.  913-648-1520.
SKILLBUILDERS. Apr. 1 – Spring & Summer Car Care;
Apr. 8 – Preparing Your Home for Sale; Apr. 15 – Spring
& Summer Lawn & Garden Care; Apr. 22 – Understanding
Your Grief; Apr. 29 – Managing Your Money.  9:30-9:45am
Coffee, Meet, Greet, Support.  9:45-11:20am Program.
Platte County Resource Center, Board Room, 11724 NW
Plaza Circle, KCMO 64153.  Although classes are designed
for widowed persons, anyone may attend.  No pre-reg-
istration is necessary.  There is no charge to attend.
Spon. by Heartland Widowed Persons Service.  913-648-
1520.
SKILLBUILDERS. Apr. 3 – Medicare, Medicaid & Long
Term Care; Apr. 10 – Spring Lawn & Garden Care; Apr. 17
– Understanding Your Grief; Apr. 24 – Managing Your
Money.  9:45-10am Coffee, Meet, Greet, Support.  10-
11:50am Program.  Although classes are designed for
widowed persons, anyone may attend.  No pre-registra-
tion is necessary.  There is no charge to attend.  Spon.
by Heartland Widowed Persons Service.  913-648-1520.
NEW EASTER BUNNY. Apr. 9.  Puppetry Arts Institute,
11025 E Winner Rd., Indep., MO 64052.  This puppet show
is especially for children 2-6 years old.  816-833-9777.
WYANDOTTE COUNTY ETHNIC FESTIVAL. Apr. 13,
11am-6pm.  KCKCC/Field House, 7250 State Avenue, KC,
KS.  Free Admission, Free Parking, Ethnic Food available
for purchase, Creative Children Corner.
SPRING ON THE FARM. Apr. 19, 12-5pm.  Watkins Mill
State Park, 26600 Park Road North, Lawson, MO.  Activ-
ities will include sheep shearing, a rare breeds livestock
display, heir garden planting, blacksmithing, woodstove
cooking, rag doll making, toy construction and more.
816-580-3387.
ZOO MANOO.  Apr. 19, 8-11am.  6800 Zoo Drive, KCMO.
We make our own Zoo Manoo through our composting
efforts at the Zoo.  It’s good for your plants, gardens and
flowers because it’s enriched with the best natural in-
gredients from our Zoo friends.  The cost is $25 per truck
load.  www.kansascityzoo.org or 816-285-3689.
GATSBY DAYS.  Apr. 25-27, 9am-9pm.  Hall of Waters,
201 E. Broadway, Excelsior Springs, MO 64024.  This two-
day event will include a youth vaudeville show, children’s
art show, street artists, entertainment, and original po-
etry reading.  Spon. by the Excelsior Springs Cultural
Guild.  816-630-6801.
FARM FOLLIES.  Apr. 26, 11am & 2pm.  Puppetry Arts
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THE HILL ARE ALIVE IN THIS DINNER THEATER AT GRANDVIEW CHRISTIAN
SCHOOL, 12340 GRANDVIEW RD., GRANDVIEW, MO.  CALL 816-767-8630

calendar continuned on next page
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Institute, 11025 E Winner Rd., Indep., MO 64052.  816-
833-9777.
ORCHID WEEKEND.  Apr. 26-27, 11am-3pm.  Powell Gar-
dens, 1609 NW US Highway 50, Kingsville, MO 64061.
Join us for a weekend of hands-on learning about or-
chids.  Learn how to grow these exotic beauties at home.
816-697-2600.
BROOKSIDE ART ANNUAL. May 2, 5-9pm; May 3,
10am-9pm; May 4, 11am-5pm.  63rd and Brookside, be-
tween Main St. & Wornall, KCMO.  816-523-5553.

MONTHLY MEETINGS
BUILDING BETTER MOMS.  The United Methodist Church
of the Resurrection, 13720 Roe Ave., Leawood, KS.  For local
mothers of children in early childhood, elementary school,
middle school, high school, and for single moms, with both
day and evening meeting times available at the Leawood
campus. www.cor.org  913-897-0120.
WEEKLY - CHRISTIAN BUSINESS MEN’S COMMITTEE
meets weekly in various parts of the city. Call Jim Mathis,
913-269-6709, for time and location. 

WEEKLY – FAITH BASED 12-STEP PROGRAM OF RE-
COVERY FROM COMPULSIVE OVEREATNG. Call
Overeater’s Anonymous 913-383-5933 or visit
www.kansascityoa.org for more information and to access
the schedule of various meetings in the metro area.  
MONTHLY - MISSOURI RIGHT TO LIFE CHAPTERS 816-
353-4113; KANSANS FOR LIFE CHAPTERS 913-268-
8486.
SUNDAYS - DIVORCECARE AND DIVORCECARE4KIDS.
6-7:30 P.M.  Help for those going through or having gone
through divorce.  Timothy Lutheran Church, 425 NW RD
Mize Road, Blue Springs, MO.  816-228-5300.  
2ND  & 4TH SUN. –METRO CITIZEN’S COALITION. 2:30
pm. Trails West Library, 11401 E. 23rd, Independence, MO.
Free. Open to public. Rear parking & entrance. 816-781-
6394.
MON. - JOB TERMINATION SUPPORT GROUP. 7PM.
Christ’s Church, 5500 W, 91st St., (91st & Nall), OPKS.  If
you’ve been laid off or terminated and are looking for peer
support please join us.  We pray for each other and are
doing readings from “Battlefield of the Mind”.  913-648-
2271.

1ST MON. – CHRISTIAN BUSINESS CONNECTIONS NET-
WORK. 9AM.  Country Club Café, 21911 W. 66th St.,
Shawnee, KS 66226.  913-441-2444.
2ND & 4TH MON. - MOPS. 9:30AM, First Baptist Ray-
town, 10500 E 350 Highway, Raytown, MO  Support groups
for mothers of preschool-aged children.  Offers creative
activities, social events & learning opportunities.  816-353-
1994.  
2ND & 4TH MON. - JOB LOSS SUPPORT. 9-10AM.  Holy
Cross Lutheran Church, 7851 W. 119th St., OPKS.  913-381-
1285.
TUES. – FEAR NOT SUPPORT GROUP. 7PM.  New Sum-
mit Presbyterian Church, 1800 NE Independence Ave.,
Lee’s Summit, MO.  Support group for anxiety and depres-
sion.  
TUES. – CELEBRATE RECOVERY. 7PM.  Holy Cross
Lutheran Church, 7851 W. 119th St., OPKS.  Christ centered
12-step program for anyone struggling with any type of
hurt, compulsion, addiction or dysfunctional behavior is
welcome.  913-449-7265.
TUES. - HURT, HABIT OR HANG-UP. 7PM.  Holy Cross
Lutheran Church, 7851 W. 119th St., OPKS.  913-449-7265.
TUES. - CHRISTIAN MUSIC NIGHT. 7-9PM.  Skate World,
I-35 & Shawnee Mission Parkway, Mission, KS.  913-262-
0711.  
1ST TUES. - CREATION SCIENCE ASSN. FOR MID-
AMERICA. 7 p.m., Westbrooke Church, 9777 Antioch,
OPKS.  Nursery available for fee.  “Creation Safaris.”
www.csama.org for more info. Res. req. 816-618-3610. 
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The skeptic inside of us may knee-jerk
away from going to see "Heaven is for
Real." However, may I suggest fighting that
impulse and instead, taking yourself to see
an extremely powerful movie that, in the
end, is a movie about our own questions
regarding life and the life-after.
The movie is about our humanness, be-

cause nearly all of us question where it is
we go when we die. We may not be part of
a pastor's family, and surely most of us
have never had a near-death experience,
but we go about our lives doing much like
the Burpo family portrayed in the movie,
doing the best they can at making sense of
things in day-to-day living, until the un-
explainable happens.
Whether the real life, 4-year-old Colton

Burpo went to the actual heaven during
his emergency surgery in 2003, has not re-
ally been my concern since I caught a pre-
release screening at the National Religious
Broadcasters Convention in Nashville.
What I was impressed with most, and still
marvel at, is that the life of an ordinary
pastor and his family living in Nebraska
were so authentically captured in a Holly-
wood film. That's not a given.
"I think that when you see this movie,

the thing that is really amazing, is the fam-

ily dynamics," Colton's father, Todd
Burpo, told The Christian Post during an
exclusive interview at NRB. "We can talk
about how well Greg Kinnear played me,
but how they captured my family, they
were spot on."
"Heaven is for Real" is based on the true

story of a 4-year old son of a small-town
Nebraska pastor who experienced heaven
during emergency surgery. Consider "ex-
perienced" as the operative word here, and
I will tell you that there is no doubt in my
mind that Colton experienced a divine ap-
pointment, whether he was in heaven or
not.
Colton, played breathtakingly by new-

comer Connor Corum, talked about look-
ing down to see the doctor operating for a
ruptured appendix and his dad praying in
the waiting room. The family, like most of
us would have reacted, didn't know what
to believe, but soon the evidence was clear.
In heaven, Colton meets his miscarried

sister whom no one ever had told him
about and his great-grandfather who died
30 years before Colton was born. He
shared impossible-to-know details about
each, according to his father. Colton went
on to describe the horse that only Jesus
could ride, about how "reaaally big" God
and his chair are, and how the Holy Spirit
"shoots down power" from heaven to help
us.
"Told by Colton's father often in

Colton's own words, the disarmingly sim-

ple message is that heaven is a real place,
Jesus really loves children, and to be ready
… there is a coming last battle," the film's
producers say.
The movie is based on the #1 New York

Times best-selling book of the same name,
Heaven Is for Real, and "brings to the
screen the true story of a small-town fa-
ther who must find the courage and con-
viction to share his son's extraordinary,
life-changing experience with the world."
Talking to Todd Burpo before his inter-

view, I knew I was talking to a father and
pastor that was still trying to find that
courage to go to the world with his son's
message – now through Hollywood's big
screen.
He shared that the most important part

of his family's day is when they all gather
for prayer, even if it means family mem-
bers have to call in, and share their prayer
requests. Flying into the convention,
Burpo said he really missed Sunday's
prayer session because on that day every-
one gets to share their prayer request, in-
stead of just one family member sharing
during the rest of the days of the week. He
said, "It was tough," and you could see it
in his eyes that it certainly was.
"When Hollywood approached us, and

I think, to put it into perspective, if some-
one from Hollywood came up to you and
said, 'I would like to make a movie about
your life, and by the way, you can trust us,'
what would you be feeling? Right then,
you are like 'I don't think so,'" Burpo said

during the interview. "And this is sacred to
us. What my son experienced was life-
changing for us, but we didn't want that
to get messed up, so from the very begin-
ning, DeVon Franklin, Joe Roth, and T.D.
Jakes came, and these are the people that
God picked and said that 'I want you to
trust these guys.'"
He said, "The very first discussions we

had were [about them saying] 'you have
to protect this story,' because at the end of
the day my son is 'going to see what you
put on a movie screen' and one day he is
going to hold me accountable for it. I'm
not going to risk that and they said, 'We
understand.'"
Colton Burpo watched the movie for

the first time in March
"My son saw the whole movie for the

first time and we had the talk the next day,
but with his younger brother and his sister
in the room, too," Todd Burpo said. "And
they were like 'Dad, we can support this.
This is good.' He still had a few things,
'Well, I wish they'd change this or that,' but
all three of my kids said, 'Dad, this is a
good thing.' For me as a Dad, that was
huge."
Burpo and the film's producers want to

make it clear that this movie is "not the
theology; it's a boy's story."

"At 4, he understood more than any 4-
year-old could ever know," Burpo told CP.
"A lot of people say, 'Well, you are a pastor
and he's a pastor's kid. Yes, but he went to
pre-school. I've never met an adult that
could explain God the Father, God the
Son, God the Holy Spirit like my 4-year-
old can.
"He's now 14 today, but I think the

movie captures that 4-year-old incredibly
well. He captures the push and pull we had
in our family, and what are people going
to say if he starts sharing this stuff. This
child actor, Connor, God brought him to
this movie. A kid that age can't act, so God
had to find a kid that was just like Colton
and He did."
"Heaven is for Real" is directed by Ran-

dall Wallace and produced by Joe Roth
and T.D. Jakes. The screenplay was written
by Wallace and Christopher Parker. The
executive producers are Sue Baden-Powell,
Sam Mercer, and Derrick Williams. The
cast includes Greg Kinnear, Kelly Reilly,
Connor Corum, Margo Martindale, and
Thomas Haden Church.
The movie releases to the public on

April 16, the Wednesday before Easter.
I'm going with the Burpo family on this

one – this is a good thing.

moviereview
by Edwin L. Carpenter

SON OF GOD
STARS:Greg Kinnear, Kelly Reilly,  Con-
nor Corum, Margo Martindale
Thomas Haden Church
WRITER: Todd Burpo and Christ Parker 
DIRECTOR:Randall Wallace

film411

MOVIES, BOOKS, MUSIC & MORE!

‘HEAVEN IS FOR REAL’ IS REALLY ABOUT OUR OWN QUESTIONS
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Nearing my 28th birthday, I’ve become
unapologetic for who I am. I’ve begun to
embrace my flaws just as easily as I have
my aptitudes. This isn’t an attitude of ar-
rogance or pardoning of the things I need
to work on. It’s an acceptance of who I am,
as I am, just the way God made me.
For the longest time, I had an issue with

unconditional love. I felt that my worth
was based on my performance. The slight-
est show of what I deemed to be disap-
proval was a sign that I was not valued.
This was the case for many relationships
rather it be with my parents, friends, or
even my husband. Things like not return-
ing my call or not showing up to an event
were signs in my mind that I was not loved
and usually I would accuse that person of
not reflecting love the way Christ expects
us to.
You can imagine the airs of shock and

offense I caused by rebuking people in my
life of not loving me over the tiniest things.
It wasn’t until I took a step back and did
some real soul searching that I realized
that my hang-ups with this love thing had
nothing to do with them and everything
to do with me.
I had not accepted me.
I was so busy trying to impress others

and win their love, I failed to recognize
that the only person I was truly trying to
satisfy was myself. 
Constantly, I allowed thoughts of not

being good enough and needing to do
more, achieve more, be more run ram-
pant through my mind. Yet, the Bible said
that I was just fine as is.
Romans 15:7 says, “Accept one another,

then, just as Christ accepted you, in order
to bring praise to God,” (NIV). 
While the concept in this scripture ap-

plies to our relationships with each other,
it ministered to me concerning how I
viewed myself.
If Christ accepted me,

why couldn’t I? Like
most emotional dys-
functions, I discovered
that childhood experi-
ences and my own short-
comings held the key to
that answer. 
Thing is, those chains

of emotional bondage
were unlocked long ago
on the cross and when I
gave my life to Him, that
was my cue to shake
them off. 
I wonder, sister, if you,

too, have battled with accepting yourself
just as Christ accepted you. What inci-
dents have occurred where someone has
made you feel unworthy of unconditional
love? In what instances, perhaps, have you
let yourself down? 
We’ve heard it before: we are the clay

and He is the potter. To not accept our-

selves is to throw the workmanship of
God back in His face. When you choose

to love you wholeheart-
edly, it brings praise to
God. Wow!
I’m awkward and

quirky. I talk a tough
game, but I’m actually
pretty sensitive. Some-
times, I don’t manage
my time well and I can’t
sing to save my life. My
pores are huge, my toes
curve out, and I am fear-
fully and wonderfully
made! I am His and if for
no other reason I accept
myself because of that.
I would like for you to

accept yourself, too. He already has, so
what are you waiting for?

–Kharissa Forte is a wife and mother of
two. She received her journalism degree

from UMKC and has a passion for health
& fitness, young couples, and relationships

among women. Follow Kharissa on 
Twitter @KharissaForte.

ind us on
acebook facebook.com/metro voice news

Kharissa
Forte 
Metro Voice

CHRIST LOVES US ALL JUST AS WE ARE

CELEBRATE APRIL WITH A
CONFETTI CAKE BLIZZARD 
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1900 SW 7 Hwy 
Blue Springs

(1/2 miles south of 40 Hwy)
228-1711

14420 E. 40 Hwy
(Near Noland Rd. in 

Independence)
478-8060

11904 Shawnee 
Mission Parkway

962-5151

Dairy Queen

“ It wasn’t until I took
a step back and did
some real soul 
searching that I 
realized that my 

hang-ups with this
love thing had nothing
to do with them and
everything to do with

me.”

Want to get away with your spouse
for an evening? Two “Couples Night
Out” events are being held in early
May and promise side-splitting
laughter and a great time.
  Designed specifically for couples,

this exciting event is taking place na-
tion-wide at various times and is
filled with faith, laughter and inspi-
ration. Budget tight? No problem.
The cost is just $20 for general admis-
sion or $35 for VIP seating including
a meet-and-greet and DVD!
  Hosted by comedian couple Jay

and Laura Laffoon, you’ll be rolling
with laughter as they give an enter-
taining and hilarious look at mar-
riage.
  Two local dates are currently

available with more coming in the fu-

ture. Impact Fellowship Church,
12011 W. 127th St. in Overland Park
will host it Friday, May 2 from 7 to
9:30 p.m. For info call 913-897-4338.
  Cornerstone Church of Blue

Springs will host it Saturday, May 3.
The church is located at 301 SE
County Rd. AA. For information call
816-228-1979. 
  Childcare is provided at both lo-

cations. Visit www.gesturesofgereros-
ity.com for more info.

Special nights for couples planned

sisterskeeper
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“I’m a student pastor before I’m a
singer,” writes Casting Crowns front
man Mark Hall in Thrive, his fourth
published work and a companion to
his top band’s new record of the same
name. Sure
enough, the
book is even
better than
the album
as it gives
the youth
m i n i s t e r
more room
to unpack
his Bible-in-
f o r m e d
ideas about what growing in faith re-
ally involves. Aimed at teens, these 33
bite-sized chapters (six pages on aver-
age) can also speak to teachers and
parents who might facilitate the read-
ing.
Thrive builds upon the visual pro-

vided by Psalm 1:3, a verse describing
the blessed man as being “like a tree
planted by streams of water . . . In all
that he does, he prospers.” With that,
Hall introduces two key components
of a vibrant Christian life that settles
not for surface-level, daily grind sur-
vival but rather pursues a constant,
fruit-bearing practice of internal and
external spiritual checks and balances.
Section one—“Digging Deep”—

urges young souls to “dig deep into the
roots of our relationship with Jesus” to
know who God really is and who we
are as his followers. Hall is a good sto-
ryteller who breaks the ice with equal
parts humor and transparency. His
own accounts of identity crisis and ac-
ademic struggle—here’s a GRAMMY-
winning artist who failed the music
major entrance exam— illustrate the
salient point that “God’s dreams for us
are bigger than our own.” Elsewhere, a
recent ill-advised decision to watch a
horror movie segues into a funny look
at how Satan tries to redefine our be-
liefs.
Section two—“Reaching Out”—

stresses the importance of branching
into the world to show who we are in
Christ and make God known to those
who don’t yet follow him. Hall re-
counts a time when a youth group he
served had mastered the “digging
deep” concept but had completely for-
gotten about outwardly sharing what
they were learning inside the Christian
bubble. Throughout this book’s last
half we are reminded to see others as

Jason Crabb is an acclaimed Christian
musician, vocalist, songwriter and author.
He is also a Grammy-award-winning
artist.
His powerful single "Love is Stronger"

may be heard on radio stations through-
out the country.
"I was getting
ready to do a
record and one
of the producers,
Jay DeMarcus
from Rascal
Flatts, listened to

a lot of songs and thought this song was
a gem. When he played it, I was in tears
and I thought it was one of the best songs
that I have ever heard," Crabb said.
  In March, Crabb embarked on an-

other leg of his "Love is Stronger" tour.
The tour comes to Oak Grove April 17
with a concert at New Life Assembly, 801

SW 1st Street. 
  "We are very excited about that, since

we are ready to take it out on the road. It's
going to be different than what we have
done before. That's what we are getting
ready to do," he said. 

  One of his proudest moments of his
career involved winning the 2012 Gospel
Music Association (GMA) Dove Awards
for "Male Vocalist of the Year" and "Artist
of the Year." "I don't know how to de-
scribe that feeling," he said. "It was like
being a part of the Olympics and being
on the podium and that was the deal. For
a singer, that's the Olympics of gospel
music. I am very thankful. God has been

very good to me."
  In addition to his musical endeavors,

Crabb is in the motion picture Uncom-
mon with actors Erik Estrada and Ben
Davies. "Erik and Ben are both great guys
and it's nice that they are partnering with
a lot of positive films which I think is awe-
some," he said. "I always wanted to be a
part of a film and I always wanted to act.
It really stretched you to be yourself, that's
the treat to it."
Crabb was also featured in the Nancy

Comic strip, which is seen by over 57 mil-
lion people. "That was so cool," he ac-
knowledged. "Guy Gilchrist is such a great
man and I got to meet him at the Grand
Ole Opry one year. I couldn't believe how
sweet and nice he was. We made friends
and I could not believe that would ever
happen. I found out when I was getting
ready to go to the gym, and some gentle-
men told me about it and they were just
as excited about it as I was."
The award-winning Christian artist

has even joined actress Roma Downey
("Touched By an Angel") and producer
Mark Burnett in appearances to help pro-
mote their new film “Son of God.” "I am
so thankful that they are doing that. They
are so outspoken about their faith in Hol-
lywood. My hat is off to them. They are

both sweet people," he said.
On his future plans, he shared, "It's a

very exciting time for my family and my
kids. I am getting ready to go on a mis-
sion's trip and I will probably do an
album with my oldest daughter this year.
There are all kinds of things in the mak-
ing."
For ticket information visit musecon-

certs.com or call 855-223-1008.
–Markos Papadatos writes for digi-

taljournal.com

by Mark Papadatos

by Ed Cardinal

“It was like being part of
the Olympics and being on
the podium and that was

the deal.”

See BOOK page 21

DIGGING
DEEP,

REACHING
OUT

Love really is stronger for Jason Crabb



one-on-one effort to share how to estab-
lish a relationship with Jesus.
2x2 Events: In two-by-two events,

Christians are encouraged to go out in
pairs to their neighborhoods or hospi-
tals.
Care and Share Events: Community

service events such as cutting a neigh-
bor’s grass or helping someone with
groceries are care and share events.
Area Events: An area event consists of

a church or organization hosting a
movie, concert, or other group-style
event.

“It’s a cataclysmic event that turns
into people sharing the gospel on a daily
basis,” Stark said. 
  Churches and organizations within

a 60-mile radius of Kansas City have
signed up to get involved. Grandview,
Independence, and Lee’s Summit are
some of the cities on board.
  “We have 25 churches right now,”

Stark said. “We want to get up to 200.”
  Coordinator trainers are placed in

charge of certain areas. When people,
churches, or organizations express inter-
est in being involved, they are given in-
formation on what’s currently planned
in that location. They can either opt to
join in on the action or start an event of
their own.

“When we change hearts, we change
the city,” Stark said. “You don’t have to
be a street evangelist to make a differ-
ence.”
To get involved locally, text GODKC

to 85005 or e-mail KevinStark@hot-
mail.com. For more information on
Global Outreach Day KC, visit
www.globaloutreachday.com.
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Sozo the Foundations is a confidential,
Christian prayer ministry
that will bring you into
heartfelt personal
knowledge of God. Sozo
Ministry brings acceler-
ated inner healing, deliv-
erance and generational
freedom as you experi-
ence the kindness of the
Lord. Sozo the Foundations is Christ-cen-
tered and safe for your heart.

CALL US ABOUT OUR NEWEST SHIPMENTS!  816-795-7212
18921 E. Valley View Pkwy (Near COSTCO) Independence, MO

Open: Monday thru Saturday, 10am to 6pm!

SPRING IS HERE!

Looking for a 
Discount Christian

Book Store?
We’re now KC’s ONLY 

Wholesale Outlet!
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Jesus does, to avoid making rash reli-
gious comments on social media (the
world is watching), and, when sharing
the gospel, to seek the right balance of
grace, love, and truth.
Indeed, Thrive emphasizes balance

at every turn. Christians who dig deep
but don’t reach out in their faith won’t
truly grow. Consider Mark Hall’s book
a dependable resource to inspire a
well-rooted, far-reaching growth spurt
among students.
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Happy Easter 
from Your Friends

at



of the remaining “country clubers”
were swept out of office.  The Con-
gressional delegation is also, by
every objective standard, the most
conservative in the nation.  The
most conservative of that bunch
are Tim Huelskamp in the House
and Pat Roberts in the Senate.
This is why Milton Wolf hasn’t

been embraced in Kansas in the
same way that Tea Party candidates
in other states have been received.

Kansas conservatives have no need
for any outside group to come in
and rescue them from “the estab-
lishment”, because they are the es-
tablishment. 
Kansas conservatives have not

been bashful opposing sitting Re-
publicans in their primaries, wit-
ness 2012.  If there was a fervor to
replace Roberts, Huelskamp or
Kris Kobach would have been the
logical choices to oppose him.
As a candidate, Wolf is virtually

unknown in political circles even
in Johnson County.  There was no

record of involvement with local
candidates and he reportedly re-
buffed suggestions that he run for
lower office to gain experience. In-
deed, his sole claim to fame is his
relationship as a shirttail cousin to
President Obama which he man-
aged to parlay into a column in the
Washington Times.
The response to Wolf ’s candi-

dacy has been immediate and
overwhelming as Roberts was al-
most universally endorsed by
Kansas conservatives including the
Congressional delegation and

Governor.  Most of the state’s con-
servative legislators also supported
Roberts as did the state’s leading
pro-life and 2nd Amendment
groups.  Wolf has been endorsed
by talk show host Mark Levin, a
California based Tea Party group, a
couple of state legislators and the
Senate Conservatives Fund.
Absent a legislative record, ob-

servers looked for indicators to as-
sess Wolf ’s character and the
authenticity of his message. That
process has not been kind to Wolf.
While both he and his wife’s Face-

book pages were scrubbed in an-
ticipation of the run, a collection
of gruesome x-rays from Wolf ’s
Facebook page soon surfaced in an
article in the Topeka Capital-Jour-
nal along with his comments that
were described as “macabre jokes
and descriptions of carnage.” 
The Topeka Capitol-Journal ar-

ticle contained quotes from John
Carney, president of the Center for
Practical Bioethics in Kansas City,
Mo. and Jerry Slaughter, executive
director of the Kansas Medical So-
ciety.  Carney indicated that x-rays
used in this manner would be
viewed as “beyond alarming for a
professional in the field of medi-
cine” while Slaughter stated that
“Absent any legitimate educational
purpose or context, this is not eth-
ical behavior.”
Wolf’s responses were bizarre to

say the least.  Despite his frivolous
and demeaning comments about
the x-rays, he argued they were up-
loaded to Facebook for educa-
tional purposes.  That was his most
rational explanation. In an article
in Breitbart News Wolf admitted
joking about the x-rays, but sug-
gested that all jokes are “at some-
one else's pain.” However his most
illogical and bizarre comment
came in response to remarks from
the Roberts campaign concerning
the revelations when he stated that
their “character attack” on him
would “through its implications,
cast a wider net to vilify all doc-
tors.” Since then, responses that
equate criticisms of Wolf and his
supporters to a broader attack on
some other universal group appear
to have become the norm for his
campaign.  Indeed, the embrace of
victimhood has become a corner-
stone of his campaign.  All one
hears from his supporters is the
constant drumbeat that he is the
victim of “the establishment” and
the “Republican old guard”.
If Wolf is a victim of anything it

is his own attempts to constrain his
own reality, whatever that may be,
into the narrow clichés of niche
politics.   For instance, one of
Wolf ’s basic critiques is Roberts’
votes on the debt ceiling and yet
when reporter Andy Marso ques-
tioned Wolf about that issue he
had nothing to say.  Another cor-
nerstone of the campaign is his al-
leged opposition to Obamacare
and yet in 2009, when opposition
from the medical community
might have been productive one
finds no evidence that he was any-
where to be found, according to
longtime movement conservative
Ben Hodge.
Indeed, his entire persona seems

to have been generated solely for
the purposes of the campaign, ac-
cording to yet another devastating
article from Tim Carpenter.   On
the stump, Wolf implies that he
was audited by the IRS for his po-
litical beliefs.  It didn’t happen.  He
also implies that the Obama ad-
ministration tried to have him
fired, from what job we’re not sure,
but again that claim also fails

under scrutiny.  Also damag-
ing to Wolf’s ideological claims are
the revelations from Anne Hodg-
don, a Republican activist and
member of the influential Hodg-
don Powder family.  Hodgdon also
believes that Wolf is a candidate in
a box; i.e., a manufactured per-
sona.  As evidence, she points to
Wolf ’s claims to be a “Christian
conservative” and a firearms afi-
cionado.  According to Hodgdon,
while Wolf approaches his stump
speeches with the religious fervor
of a televangelist, neither of the
Wolfs’ Facebook pages, prior to
being scrubbed, made any men-
tion of religion, nor has she ever
heard them show any indication of
religious proclivities.  Indeed, she
claims that Karrie Wolf’s page was
devoted more to pictures of the
many parties at their house than
anything.
  As for Wolf’s 2nd Amendment

credentials, Hodgdon points out
that Wolf took a beginner’s class in
January of 2013 and then asked her
to help select a “big black scary
gun” which he took possession of
in April of 2013.  His CCH is also
from 2013.  Yet Wolf insinuates
that he is a longtime gun afi-

cionado by
stating that
he is a life-
time mem-
ber of the
NRA.  The
truth is that
anyone can
become a
“lifetime”

member of the NRA by paying
more for their membership.
  Absent a legislative record one

must examine the credibility and
authenticity of a candidate’s state-
ments and examine whatever in-
sights one can acquire regarding
their character.  Thus far Dr. Wolf
has been involved in one major
scandal and two minor ones.
Those who researched his com-
ments, claims and policy state-
ments with the goal of digging
deeper have found that the au-
thentic Milton Wolf was appar-
ently scrubbed with his Facebook
page. The relationship between
that persona and candidate Wolf
seems to be as distant as the one he
shares with his cousin.  Drink the
Kool-Aid if you must, but I find no
evidence that your trust will be re-
warded.

  –In full disclosure, I support Sen.
Roberts. This is more an explanation
to observers of the current Kansas
Senate primary why Roberts has
been overwhelmingly endorsed
while Dr. Milton Wolf has just as
overwhelmingly been rejected than
an impartial analysis. My belief is
that we, as Christian conservatives,
must provide candidates that are su-
perior to our opponents, or we are
wasting our time.  This column was
written with that conviction upper-
most in mind

MUSIC WORSHIP LEADER.  5 hours ($70)
week.  Wyandotte County Church.  More infor-
mation:  larry.s.keller@gmail.com

LAWN CRYPT for two at Mt. Moriah
available from original owner. Includes
both final closings. Current price: $7590.
Accepting best offer. Mr. Post 816 331-
0113.

DELIVERY ROUTES: Metro Voice is ex-
panding our delivery in Olathe, Overland
Park and Lenexa. Only a few hours each

month delivering to churches, book-
stores and schools. Call 816-524-4522
ENROLLMENT IS NOW OPEN AT
CHRISTIAN ACADEMY AND COLLEGE.
For a free packet of information call 816-
356-6380, email: info@heartofameri-
caministires.com or visit our web site at:
http://www.heartofamericaministries.co
m/heart.php OUR CHRISTIAN ACADEMY
is a great school for boys and girls, Pre-
school through 12th grade. We provide
the most quality education in a safe, lov-

ing Christian environment which is con-
ducive to learning. OUR BIBLE COLLEGE
is training Christian Workers, both Pas-
tors and Laymen, to serve as leaders in
the Kingdom of God both locally, nation-
ally and internationally. Students may
participate by attend resident classes as
well as taking Correspondent/Online
Courses. 
FREE PHONE - Call today 816-886-1665.
Just have stamps/medicaid/medicare va
or ssi to quality!  
FOR SALE Beautiful 4-Bedroom Home
FSBO - $221,500 / 816-830-3782. 509
Fairway Road, Belton, MO, 4 br, 3.5

baths, Family Room with custom enter-
tainment center, kitchenette. $5,000 off
of original asking price by mentioning
this ad. www.forsalebyowner.com
AARON’S GUITAR SCHOOL Learn gui-
tar in a Christian setting. All ages. All
styles. Acoustic or Electric. www.aarons-
guitar-school.com 913-708-2985
AVAILABLE FOR CHURCH CHILDCARE
FOR SPECIAL EVENTS OR BIBLE
STUDY. GENERAL CLEAING. References
available. Stay at home Mom. 816-322-
3345 or 816-769-8593. 
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Place your classifed ad with the Metro Voice! Call today: 816.524.4522

“Pray for Our
Nation”

Pick up a FREE bumper sticker 
at Beacon Bible Books in Belton or 

Tree of Life in Independence!

BIG CONCERNS
continued from page 1

����
���		����	�
�
��������������
���������
���������

��������������������
���
������
�����
�������������������
�����
���������
���������
�������������������������

	��������������
���
��������������
�� 
�
�������
�����������

	�����
�����
������������

BROWNBACK



Metro Voice––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––metrovoicenews.com � facebook.com/metrovoicenews ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––April 2014 • 23

ing to Common Sense Media, they
spend an average of 3.5 hours a day on
social media alone.
What used to be teenagers spending

hours tying up the family phone with
one friend now has become teenagers
spending hours talking and texting with
a whole tribe of friends. In fact, a study
by TextPlus found that half of the teens
surveyed said they couldn't live without
their mobile devices for a week, while 36
percent said they weren't able to go 10
minutes without checking their phones.
Clearly, many teens are victims of tech-
nology overload–even addiction.
This is hardly news to parents and

church leaders. In fact, studies show
technology overload applies as much to
adults as to teens. Phonearena.com re-
ports the average smartphone owner
looks at his device 150 times daily.
Because social media and expanding

technology represent the new normal,
how churches respond to teenagers' in-
creased use may determine the extent to
which the next generation will be evan-
gelized and discipled.
One of the best ways for a church to

connect with tech-savvy youth, accord-
ing to Nicole Unice, is to be a place that
continues to evolve. Unice, a ministry
associate who has written extensively on
technology and the church, says congre-
gational leaders can appear out of touch

by ignoring the reality of teens' involve-
ment with technology.
"If your church isn't involved in social

media or doesn't keep a current website,
you're sending a message about what
you think of technology, whether you
want to or not," Unice says. "That mes-
sage says, 'We're not evolving along with
the culture.' Teens pick up on that, and
then the church struggles with relevancy
issues."
Many Christian leaders realize the

church can redeem technology and use
it for a spiritual purpose. They believe
technology is not intended to replace re-
lationships but rather to enhance them.
Assemblies of God National Youth

Director Heath Adamson, who has
worked with teenagers for almost two
decades, is one such advocate.
"People need to understand we're

dealing with a cultural issue, not a spir-
itual one," Adamson says. "We can use
technology to create community, to add
value to the life of a person, and to make
disciples throughout the rhythm of life.
It's a great way to connect with teens
and disciple them."
One of the ways the AG is doing that

is through the 7:14 prayer app, available
in the iTunes App Store and at
714movement.org. This app includes a
daily devotional, verses every teenager
should memorize by the time they grad-
uate high school, and weekly video up-
dates that mentor and coach young
people in prayer.

The app also encourages students to
create their own prayer lists and post
those on their social media. The app has
a database of every school in the coun-
try, so students can adopt their schools
and build prayer lists around them as
well.
Churches also can encourage Bible

and devotional reading on phones, as
well as a number of other options to
connect with teens through technology.
But it's important to remember, Unice
says, that issues of technology aren't re-
solved simply by adding more technol-
ogy.
"I know some churches that try to

connect with teens by having a bunch of
Xboxes, but that's the wrong way to ap-
proach it," Unice says. "Instead, we have
to fight technology by creating experi-
ences that are more compelling. We
can't compete against the entertainment
a student already has access to. We have
to fight that with something real, and
the something real we can offer is per-

sonal, face-to-face relationships."
Still, many adults get frustrated be-

cause when they try to have conversa-
tions with their teens the young people
are multitasking on their phones.
Haydn Shaw, generational expert and

author of Sticking Points: How to Get 4
Generations Working Together in the 12
Places They Come Apart, disagrees. He
says it is normal for teens to be con-
nected through multiple channels of
communication. He believes adults mis-
understand by thinking that teens don't
want to engage relationally.
"Teens are very relational; they run in

tribes," Shaw says. "And they use the
technology for small talk and updates
when they're not together."
Shaw thinks this pattern provides a

solid opportunity for churchgoing
adults.
"The great thing about this genera-

tion is that if we evangelize and disciple
two people, we can influence a whole
tribe," Shaw says.
Even with online engagement, Shaw

insists teens still desire mentoring and
face-to-face connections.
Statistics back up Shaw's assertion.

Common Sense Media reports that 49
percent of teens prefer face-to-face time
to screen time.
One of the ways Unice has used tech-

nology with teens is to be intentional
about building direct relationships as
well; if she connects online with a stu-
dent, she also meets in person with the

student. Even though students desire
that in-person relationship with adults,
many are uncomfortable because they
lose the anonymity and safety in not
being face-to-face, she says.
Unice believes the church needs to

engage teens by integrating their online
lives with their real lives.
"That helps discipleship efforts, be-

cause if I see something online - say a
person is feeling down - I can address
that face-to-face, instead of going
through small talk and pretending
everything's fine," Unice says.
Eleven-year-old J.J. Shackelford says

the best interactions he has are when his
divorced parents or youth leaders take
the time to connect with him on an in-
dividual basis.
"But it's still cool when I can text peo-

ple and let them know what I'm doing,"
he says.
Adamson adds that adults have a re-

sponsibility to ensure they aren't too
busy to connect with young people.
"It's important to remember adults

struggle with this stuff as much as teens
do," Adamson says.
While technology overload undoubt-

edly is here to stay, the best way to fight
it may still be the old-fashioned way:
Adults who take the time to understand
the younger generation and how they
interact differently can then mentor
them through personal relationships -
both online and face-to-face.

SMART PHONES
continued from page 1

SWITCH IT UP
One of the best ways of experiencing

the redemption story anew is simply
switching up your Bible translation. If
you’re a devout NIV reader, why not try
The Message? Or the New King James
version? When the words don’t feel so
familiar, it’s possible to discover new in-
sights you may have missed the first few
times around. Plus, since the story is fea-
tured in all four gospels, it’s also inter-
esting to get Matthew, Mark, Luke and
John’s different perspectives.

GIVE A LITTLE BIT
Instead of just focusing on your indi-

vidual family gathering, make Easter a
time for reaching out. Maybe it’s bring-
ing an Easter basket full of goodies to an
elderly person. Or donating all those
unneeded gems you found during your
routine spring cleaning to a local shelter.
Maybe it’s even supplying all the ingre-
dients for a great Easter meal to a nearby
food pantry. But whatever it is, it’s al-
ways great to give.

WATCH THIS
Instead of the usual movie night with

family and friends, watch something en-
gaging that tells the story. There are sev-
erl movies on the big screen this month
including Son of God and Heaven is For
Rea, l but don’t forget the DVD player.
Check our list of movies perfect for
easter at www.metrovoicenews.com.

LET ART TELL THE STORY
Surprisingly enough, the Passion of

Christ is one of the most-portrayed sub-

jects of Western artists. If you live in a
city with a local art museum, consider-
ing visiting with a friend or family
members and see the story vividly por-
trayed through simple and intricate
brushstrokes.

CELEBRATE NEW LIFE
As a symbol of the new life we expe-

rience in knowing Christ and experienc-
ing His redemption, why not give your
Mom (or another favorite female rela-
tive) something simple like a lily? Or
plant your favorite flowers in your own
yard for a yearly reminder? And if you
don’t have a green thumb, you can buy
a new outfit instead since that also is a
tradition that celebrates the new life we
have in Christ.

LISTEN TO THE WORDS
Some hymns like Charles Wesley’s

“Come Let Us With Our Lord Arise”
and “Christ the Lord is Risen Today” or
even Bill Gaither’s “Because He Lives”
are popular selections for Easter Sunday
morning services. And while it’s easy to
merely sing the familiar words without
giving them much thought, consider ex-
amining the lyrics again. Simply reading
(or listening to) these words can’t help
but make you excited about the sacrifice
Jesus made for everyone. For more me-
diations on Easter, check out www.east-
erincyberspace.com.

Whatever you choose to do, it’s an
opportunity to reclaim Easter.  Let’s take
back this special day and the weekend in
which it falls. We’ve just about lost
Christmas in all the clamor. Let’s not let
that happen to the most holy of holi-
days–Easter.

SAVE EASTER
continued from page 1
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