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NEED TO BREATHE –MAY 15  |  PAGE 14
Congratulations Graduates!

The mother of the teen killed in the
tragic Jewish community center shoot-
ing April 13 said her Christian faith and
prayer have helped guide her through
this time of suffering. She also stressed
her belief that God did not cause the
tragedy.
"People keep saying, how come you're

so strong? I'm strong because I have
family, I'm strong because I have faith,"
Mindy Corporon, who lost her son and
father, told reporters. "I know that God
did not do this. I know that there are
evil, evil actions. But what we do have is
each other, we have love and we have
prayer, and we have friends and family.
... Our phone's been ringing off the

See SMART PHONES page 23

It was the 90s. Bishop John Birming-
ham was far removed from his life of

lust and violence, relin-
quishing it to serve
Christ.
He stood just feet

away from Freedom
Fountain off of Cleaver
and Swope Parkway.
His voice boomed a

message that echoed John 3:16. He
spoke of love, of how Jesus died for our
sins and how the passerbys could have
eternal life if only they would accept
Him as their Lord and Savior.
Hand raised, Bishop Birmingham

prepared his lungs for another spiel.
That’s when he saw him.
A young man bee-lined in his direc-

tion. It was obvious by his demeanor
and tight jaw that this guy was angry.

KC bishop offering hope one hood at a time
by Kharissa Forte

See OFFERING HOPE page 23

“I know that
God did not
do this”

Mother of teen killed
in Jewish Center

shooting shares faith

See SHOOTING page 23

by Katherine Weber

Wow!� 
Summer 
Camps

Whether looking for summer enrichment,
spiritual growth and maturity, adventure or
sports, there are hundreds of options for
Kansas City area parents
looking at summer camp
opportunities. Each year,
from sea to shining sea, over
10 million kids head off to
find adventure during the
hot summer months.  Some
stay close to home and at-
tend a day camp. Others
pack a duffle bag and bug spray.
Summer camp has been an American tra-

dition for 150 years. Until 45 years ago, when
air-conditioning became common in Amer-

ican homes, summer camp was an escape
from hot city summers, which were miser-
able and, it seemed, unhealthy for kids. Leav-
ing for the country became popular with kids
and parents. During WWII, with millions of

moms at work in the war’s
industrial effort, summer
camps were encouraged in
America’s large cities where
law enforcement was
stretched by so many offi-
cers having been drafted,
and many dads away from
home–working extra shifts

or serving in the armed forces.
Today, America’s kids are much more

pampered, and summer camp isn’t related to

by Dwight and Anita Widaman

Adventure, learning await your child

“Kids wax nostalgic
about summer camp
when you talk to

them...”
SARA COATS

See ADVENTURE page 12

Mindy Corporon, who lost her son
and father in a shooting in Overland
Park, Kansas on April 13, speaks to re-
porters at a press conference.

SEE PAGES 6 & 7

Bishop John
Birmingham,
left,  speaks
to a group of
KC residents

about the 
violence 
epidemic

Hy-Vee forced
out of Leawood

On June 1, after 25-years of service,
the helpful smiles found in every aisle
will disappear from the Leawood area
as Hy-Vee on 122nd and State Line
will close its doors for good. 
“We are in need of updating the fa-

cilities so we can provide new services
for our customers,” said store director
John Weaver. 
Several years ago the store at-

tempted to extensively remodel, how-
ever those plans were hampered by
the city.  Instead of fighting city hall
Hy-Vee submitted a new proposal on
April 3 to relocate and build a new
Hy-Vee on 135th and Roe. 
Leawood City Administrator Scott

Lambers was quoted saying that the
city is not interested in a large devel-

by Kharissa Forte

City’s actions questioned

See HY-VEE page 23

BIRMINGHAM

Kansas City’s best calendar of family
events, concerts and more!



DENVER, Colo. (LifeSiteNews.com)
– The state of Kansas can implement a
law that effectively strips Planned Par-
enthood of state taxpayer dollars, a fed-
eral appeals court ruled today.
In April 2011, Gov. Sam Brownback

signed a budget that restricted Planned
Parenthood’s access to $330,000 in Title
X family planning funds.
The law redirected the monies to hos-

pitals and public health organizations,
which do not perform abortions, leav-
ing Planned Parenthood at the bottom
of the list to receive state tax revenues.
Planned Parenthood, the nation’s

largest abortion provider, sued to main-
tain its grip on state funding in June
2011, arguing that its affiliates that do
not perform abortions were being de-
nied their free speech rights for associ-
ating with an organization that
performs abortions.
The Tenth Circuit Court of Appeals

in Denver ruled April 15 that the argu-
ment was invalid.

Wycliffe Associates will hold two area banquets on Friday,
May 9, at Lenexa Crowne Plaza  at 6 pm and Saturday May
10, at the new Four Points Sheraton Stadium at noon.  
The public is invited to come and hear the exciting things

God is doing around the World in Bible translation.
Wycliffe involves people in accelerating the work of Bible

translation through their time, talents, and treasure. Because
millions of people around the world are still waiting to read
the Scriptures in the language of their heart, Wycliffe Associ-
ates is working as quickly as they can to translate every verse
of the Bible into every tongue to change every heart. The or-
ganization partners with nationals, mother tongue translators,
staff, volunteers, and supporters to direct and fund these ef-
forts, as well as provide logistics, networking, and technical
support. Through a growing global network, Wycliffe Associ-

ates is striving to overcome local limitations of time and re-
sources to achieve the goal of beginning the translation of
God’s Word in every remaining language that needs it by 2025.
Last year, the organization mobilized 3,145 volunteers and

staff members to accelerate Bible translation in 71 countries.
Help support or volunteer to speed up Bible translation like

never before.  For info visit www.wycliffeassociates.org.  Call
913-962-7144 or 816-941-7988 for reservations. 

(Wire Services)–Students at a high
school near St. Louis reportedly arrived
on campus recently carrying their Bibles
as a form of protest after two students
claimed a teacher banned them from
reading the Bible while they walked
down a school hallway.
The incident began when Angela

English, mother of 15-year-
old Kiela English, took to
Facebook to express her dis-
may after her daughter was
reportedly reprimanded by
a teacher at Potosi High
School for reading her Bible
to herself in a school hall-
way. Kiela had reportedly
been walking down the hall-
way with a friend, the two of
them silently reading a Bible
passage and then discussing its content
with each other, when a teacher stopped
them, telling them they could not be
"pushing their religion" while at school.
"A teacher called them over and told

them that they had to put it away – that
this wasn't the place – that they can't be

pushing their religion on people. They
weren't pushing religion. They were just
discussing it privately," English told the
Daily Journal Online.
The girl's mother posted her concern

on Facebook, and she says her com-
ments gained a viral following, and soon
local media outlets were interviewing

her about the incident. It
was then that English de-
cided to organize a peaceful
protest at her daughter's
school, encouraging stu-
dents to bring their Bibles to
school to express their reli-
gious freedom rights. Eng-
lish was clear in telling
students they should not
preach the Bible, but rather
just walk around campus

with the holy book in hand.
"We've asked the children to bring

Bibles and carry them, not preach and
shove religion in their face but to show
they have the right to carry the Bible,"
the mother told KMOV-TV. The
mother added to the Daily Journal On-

line that when she dropped her daugh-
ter off at school, she saw multiple stu-
dents holding Bibles on campus.
English was contacted by the princi-

pal, who told the mother that of course
Kiela was allowed to carry her Bible at
school, and if she had any other issues
she should contact the principal directly.

Potosi R-3 Superintendent Randy
Davis also released a statement to the
Daily Journal Online, saying district of-
ficials and the administration were "dis-
appointed" that the incident was not
first addressed to the school, instead of
immediately going public.
"… as always, we cannot investigate,

remediate or correct an issue unless
we're aware of it," Davis said.
Davis went on to say that he did not

personally witness any protest involving
Bibles.. 
"Everything was in place and if there

was a protest, I'm not aware of it. I didn't
observe it. Along with that fact, we have
absolutely no problem with our stu-
dents bringing their Bible."
"We firmly believe in freedom of re-

ligion and practicing their religion, their
faith. If students wish to bring their
Bible, all students wish to bring their
Bible, read it and practice their faith, we
would have no concern with that at all.
Now that we have talked to the student
and the parent, we've taken the informa-
tion and we're going to investigate a little
bit further. It may be a story that could
have been taken care of quickly with
communication."
Davis did not address the allegations

directly or if and what steps would be
taken to educate the teacher in the al-
leged incident on the Constitutional
rights of students. 
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Missouri students bring Bibles to protest teacher’s Bible reading ban

Potosi High School freshman Kiela English, second from left, holds up a
Bible she and her brother and sisters took to school  the day after she says
a teacher told her and a friend they couldn't be reading a Bible and dis-
cussing scripture while walking down a school hallway. Pictured with her
are siblings Rodney English Jr., 13; Kiela, 15; Jessica Powenski, 16; and
Chelsea English, 17.  

Public invited to hear
stories of God’s work
Wycliffe Banquets Planned in KC Area

by Dwight Widaman

“We’ve asked the
children to bring
Bibles and carry

them, not preach and
shove religion in their

face but to show
they have the right to

carry the Bible.”

Court upholds tax ban



You don’t need to be a cowboy or
wear cowboy boots to enjoy Echoes of
the Trail, according to organizer Judy
Howser. Kids and adults alike enjoy
watching an authentic, wood-wheeled
wagon trail roll in on June 13. They’ll
make camp in front of the Fort Scott
Community College Danny and Willa
Ellis Family Fine Arts Center all week-
end. Then, on Saturday, an authentic
chuck wagon will provide a meal to the
public for just a free-will offering.
“It’s a wonderful opportunity to show

our families what life was like on the
trail long ago in Kansas and to teach
them that cowboys didn’t just ‘shoot ‘em
up’,” said organizer Diann Tucker.
The cowboy poets and singers at

Echoes of the Trail are devout Christians
as well as cowboys. In fact, one attendee
asked organizer Judy Howser if this was
a cowboy gathering or a Christian gath-
ering, and she replied that “it is both,
and you can hear conversations about
the Bible among the vendors as well as
the entertainers. Many of the perform-
ers are members of Cowboys for
Christ.”
Inside the Fine Arts Center, entertain-

ment for the public will include a cow-
boy poet and singer contest that begins
Friday evening at 7:30 and ends Satur-
day, June 14 at 7:30. 
All day Saturday, from 10 a.m. to 5

p.m., there will be cowboy tales and
singing by entertainers such as Judy
Coder in the Fine Arts Center Theater.
In the lobby, the public is welcome to
browse the western trade show free of
charge. There will be fine hand-made

articles such as rope baskets and crosses,
spinning and yarns, a basket weaver,
metal work, kids’ blankets, books, CDs,
and much more, including home made
pie slices for sale. Local 4-H clubs will
benefit from the results of the 2nd an-
nual Pie Baking Contest.
Tickets will be sold for the theater

only, and they will be $20 for the week-
end or $12 for Friday or Saturday
evenings only. Children under 12 are
admitted free of charge, and a free-will
offering is asked for Saturday and Sun-
day chuck wagon meals.
Rev. Steven Spalding, a former

Nashville singer and ordained preacher,
will again lead an outdoors cowboy
church on 9 a.m. Sunday morning.
Denny and Donna Williams and their
sidekicks, Jimmie and Louise Campbell,
will cook up a hearty chuck wagon
breakfast after church. The committee
suggests bringing lawn chairs, and there
will be a few picnic tables available. Rev.
Spalding also will lead a special gospel
music show in the Faith Christian Cen-
ter on Hwy 69 on Sunday evening.
Some of the cowboy poets and singers
heard during the weekend at Echoes of
the Trail will sing and recite cowboy po-
etry.
For those who ride horseback, there

is also a trail ride that begins June 12 on
the Tucker Ranch just 4 miles south of
FSCC, and signing up for the ride in-
cludes all the entertainment during
Echoes of the Trail, a chuck wagon meal,
a banquet, and primitive camping.

FARGO, N.D. — Frazier Glenn
Miller, aka Frazier Glenn Cross, didn’t
often hide his feelings.
Miller is accused of the shootings at

the Jewish Community Center of
Kansas City and a nearby retirement
village, leaving three dead. He called a
talk radio show in Fargo last year to
support North Dakota white suprema-
cist Craig Cobb and described himself
as a “proud terrorist.”
Cobb made national headlines after

his efforts to buy up property in Leith,
N.D., and lure other white supremacists
there was uncovered. After a protracted

battle with local officials and residents,
Cobb sold his property in Leith and
abandoned his plans.
He’s now in prison, awaiting ap-

proval of a plea agreement on “terror-
izing” charges.
But back in November, Cobb was

out of jail and calling North Dakota talk
radio shows, including the Jay Thomas
Show on WDAY AM970 in Fargo.
While interviewing Cade Ferris, who

organized a group called UnityND to
protest Cobb’s efforts in Leith, Thomas

Metro Voice––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––metrovoicenews.com � facebook.com/metrovoicenews––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––May 2014 • 3

�!�����!�	������
������������!�����������

   �����������!��������������
�������
� ������������

��
��	����
�����
�����������
��������

��������		
���������������
�������������
���� �!��� ��#��������
�������!���%����!���#� ���!���
 ������ ����� ��������������"��������
 ���������� �������$������%������ ��
���������#�!����!%���������������

All trails lead to Fort Scott
by Dwight Widaman

Wagon trains from across the 
midwest arrive for the event.

(WNS)--An Islamist mob beat,
stabbed and shot Mary Sameh George
to death in Cairo on March 28, report-
edly because of the cross hanging in
her car. George, a Coptic Christian in
her mid-20s, parked near Virgin Mary
and Archangel Michael Coptic Ortho-
dox Church to deliver medicine and
food to the elderly after work that day.
International Christian Concern

(ICC) spoke with a man identified
only as Wahid who witnessed the
chaos. “Every Friday the supporters of
Muslim Brotherhood organize a
march after Friday prayer in Ain
Shams,” he told ICC. “On this Friday
afternoon, violent clashes took place
between the supporters of the Muslim
Brotherhood and the security forces
during their march.”
After clashing with security officers,

Wahid said the protesters headed to-
ward the church firing shots, and at-
tacked George when they identified
her as a Christian by a cross hanging
from her rear view mirror. He de-
scribed the mob jumping on the car
until the roof collapsed, dragging her
from the car, beating and stabbing her
repeatedly. 

“They were chanting ‘Allahu Akbar,
Allahu Akbar’ and cursing her while
stabbing her,” Wahid said. “Then one
of them shot her in the back, and that
led to her death. After killing her, they
set her car on fire.”
The Australian Coptic Movement

Association condemned the targeted
killing as a “callous, vicious, and un-
provoked act.” They called on the
Egyptian government to investigate
her murder and “send a clear message
that this behavior will not be toler-
ated.” Coptic Christians make up

about 10 percent of the Egyptian pop-
ulation.

In his column about George’s
killing, Raymond Ibrahim, a Middle
East expert and the son of Coptic
Egyptians, quoted an eyewitness who
said, “Let me tell you, here in Ain
Shams, we [Christians] know that
every Friday is a day of death; that the
day after Friday, Saturday, we’ll be car-
ried to the morgue!”
An Interior Ministry spokesman,

Hani Abdel-Latif, also blamed the
Muslim Brotherhood for George’s
death as well as three other killings
that day, including female journalist
Mayada Ashraf. But no one has been
charged in George’s murder, while
four people have been arrested in con-
nection with Ashraf’s death, according
to ICC’s Todd Daniels.
Hal Meawad of Coptic Solidarity

told ICC there have many incidents
like this one ever since the Egyptian
revolution in 2011 that led to “a break-
down in the security situation on the
streets. Christians are paying a very
high price for this breakdown,” he
said.

Islamic mob kills Christian woman delivering food

Mary Sameh George

Kansas City shooting suspect says he’s a ‘proud terrorist’
Rob Port  | watchdog.org

i moreinformation
www.echoesofthetrail.com

Words matter, especially in politics.
“President Obama said his political philosophy comes

down to one thing – `we all are our brother’s keeper’,” au-
thor and commentator Jonah Goldberg said. “Now there
is a certain amount of biblical illiteracy here. The phrase
`my brother’s keeper’ appears exactly once in the Bible, and
it’s when one brother is trying to dodge the murder rap for
his other brother.
“The word `keeper’ means exactly what it sounds like –

it’s like a zookeeper. When the government talks about
being our keeper, it freaks me out a little bit.”
Goldberg is a fellow at the American Enterprise Insti-

tute, a nationally syndicated columnist, Fox News com-
mentator and author of two best-selling books. He was
keynote speaker on April 28 at the Kansas Policy Institute
Dinner in Overland Park. The independent think-tank ad-
vocates for free-market solutions, limited government and
the protection of personal freedom.
Goldberg discussed his most recent book, “The Tyranny

of Clichés: How Liberals Cheat in the War of Ideas.”
“The core message of my book is that American liberals

are masquerading ideology as pragmatism,” he said. “They
claim they are pure, just want to do what’s right and follow
the facts. They have all the data on their side. Theirs is the
only good ideology. They have science and reason on their

Words matter, says Jonah Goldberg

Miller

See MILLER page 22

Jonah Goldberg encourages 
conservatives to engage in political 

debate over words
Alan Goforth | Metro Voice

See WORDS MATTER page 23

Jonah Goldberg,
speaking at the
Kansas Policy 
Institute in 
Overland Park,
says words really
do matter.



Foreign Policy released a fascinating
infographic, based on a compilation of
information from Weibo, China’s huge
social media platform that functions like
Twitter. The graphic suggests that Chris-
tian terms are far more popular than
their communist counterparts. The in-
formation showed vastly more men-
tions of God than Chairman Mao, and
more of Jesus than President Xi Jinping,
who is headlined in state newspapers
nearly every day. 
The regulated Bible, with 17 million

hits, shot past the famous and widely-
distributed Little Red Book, also known
as Quotations from Chairman Mao,
which registered so few hits that the data
couldn’t be displayed. “Christian con-
gregation” garnered 41.8 million hits,
while “the Communist Party” registered
just 5.3 million. 

Social media searches are not terribly
scientific, and it’s hard to pinpoint what
is causing the huge disparity in the
numbers. Foreign Policy pointed to the
estimated 100,000 censors that work for
China as a probable cause. Censors
often delete “politically sensitive” posts,
and those containing the names of
China’s top leader, probably to avoid
criticism. 
But censorship cuts both ways. For-

eign Policy reported that a search for the
term “underground church” produced
a blank page with a notice reading “re-
sults cannot be displayed do to relevant
laws and regulations.” 
With the astronomical growth of

Christianity in China—the current es-
timate has the Christian church topping
60 million—it seems more than possi-
ble that people are just more interested
in Christ than communism.
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Study: China’s more interested
in Jesus than communism

by Rachel Lynn Aldrich

Travis Perry  | Kansas Watchdog

newsbriefs
Cultural change on marijuana
WNS)--A new Pew Research Center survey reveals that three-quarters of Americans be-

lieve marijuana will eventually be legalized nationwide. By the same margin, survey par-
ticipants said people caught with small amounts of marijuana should not face jail time.
Public sentiment about marijuana has changed drastically in the last few decades. A majority
of people now say alcohol is more harmful than marijuana, both to individuals and society
at large. About 67 percent of respondents said the government should focus more on of-
fering treatment to people who use harder drugs, like cocaine and heroin, rather than im-
posing stiffer criminal penalties. And, 63 percent say they approve of states’ decisions to
move away from mandatory sentences for non-violent drug offenders.

May Blizzard of the Month! 
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1900 SW 7 Hwy in Blue Springs
(1/2 miles south of 40 Hwy)  228-1711

14420 E. 40 Hwy
(Noland Rd. in Independence) 478-8060

Dairy Queen
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11904 Shawnee Mission Parkway, Shawnee, KS  
Ph. 913-962-5151.  Come see us! 

OSAWATOMIE, Kan. — Crime
doesn’t pay, unless you’re a Kansas law
enforcement agency reaping the spoils
of war.
The War on Drugs, that is.
Buried deep within state statute is a

little-known provision that directly re-
wards police departments for busting-
up the local narcotics scene, and it
does so using the government’s oldest
trick in the book: taxes.
As it reads, the law is pretty simple.

Marijuana and other drugs may be il-
legal in Kansas, but the state still taxes
the drugs.
When a person gets busted for

drugs, the state can hit them for twice
the cost of a tax stamp — sold in in-
crements of $10, $50, $100, $500 and
$1,000 by the Kansas Department of
Revenue, depending on the quantity
of the drug.
While taxes are assessed by the state,

the investigating agency making the
drug bust gets a 75 percent cut of the
revenues, which are either paid in cash
or through the sale of seized property.
The law itself has been on the books

since 1987, and for at least two Kansas
police departments it didn’t mean
much — until about four years ago.

From 2005 to 2009, the Overland
Park Police Department wasn’t snag-
ging too much cash from the state’s
drug tax stamp laws, bringing in only
about $4,000 in its highest year and
zero in its lowest.
But in 2010, everything changed.
That year, Overland Park received

$16,000 in drug tax stamp revenues,
nearly 70 times more than the $230
the department brought in the previ-
ous year. In the last four years, Over-
land Park law enforcement has
brought in $76,900 thanks to the
state’s taxation on narcotics.
If you ask OPPD Chief John Dou-

glass, there’s no possible way incen-
tivizing drug busts could ever be seen
as problematic.
“The way (the money) is used really

limits the ability of a police depart-

ment in any way, shape or form from
benefiting from that,” Douglass told
Kansas Watchdog
Drug tax stamp cash can’t be spent

directly on salaries or other general
department operations, but it has
helped the OPPD purchase every-
thing from building security upgrades
and currency-counting machines to
portable radios and surveillance
equipment.
“Quite frankly, narcotics produces

such a high volume of revenue that
this is meant to take some of this cap-
ital out of the system so it causes the
narcotics sales as a business to lose
capital and lose ability to function,”
Douglass added.
So why the sudden increase in cash?

Douglass said his officers didn’t kick
things into high gear until they were
encouraged to by the state.
“We were making a lot of narcotics

arrests, but the idea of using taxation
of narcotics under the statute wasn’t
something we were really aware of,” he
said, though Douglass wasn’t  sure ex-
actly which branch of the state gov-
ernment pushed his agency to pursue
the taxation measures. “I do know that
after that point in time, for whatever
reason, we started notifying the state
more often on these cases.”

Law enforcement fights drugs with taxes



A bill has been sent to the Missouri
Senate that is meant to protect children
simulating a gun or sword during play
at school from criminal or civil penal-
ties, fines or other punishments. It also
protects kids from playing cops and
robbers with their fingers.
Representative Mike Kelley (R-

Lamar) calls it the “Pop Tart” bill, stem-
ming from an incident last year in a
school.
“A child was eating a Pop Tart, and

the shape of his Pop Tart happened to
resemble a gun,” Kelley explains, “and
that child was disciplined and sus-
pended from school for having a pop
tart that happened to be shaped like a
firearm.”
The bill raised concerns among other

legislators, including Genise Montecillo
(D-St. Louis), who challenged his con-
tention that the legislation represented

a “common-sense” policy. 
She says it goes against other state

laws.
“These are the procedures that school

districts put in place as part of the Safe
School Act to keep schools safe,” Mon-
tecillo told Kelly. 
Kelley said the legislation would only

allow for toys up to 2 inches in length
and protect art or Pop Tarts should they
be chewed into the shape of a toy gun.
“I don’t care what size it is,” she told

him emphatically during a debate.
Kelley assured Representative Stacey

Newman (D-St. Louis) that the legisla-
tion would not take local districts’

power to set policy and make decisions
about what would and would not be al-
lowed.
The proposal went to the Senate on a

110-39 vote.
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COMPELLED BY LOVE is a 
beautiful, compelling 

documentary about Heidi 
Baker, who grew up as a 
privileged young girl in 
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and from there became 
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One nation transformed!  

For information call: 913-488-4815 
Easily accessible from the entire Metro just north of  I-70 
 

1901 NW Hwy 7, Blue Springs, MO. 64015 
 
www.bluesprings8theatre.com 

by Mike Lear The offending Pop Tart

KC Christian rappers host free summer tour

i moreinformation
Facebook.com/SolutionMuzikTour

SolutionMuzik@gmail.com

Boy Scouts Positive Opinions Down
(WNS)--For more than a century, the Boy Scouts of America (BSA) has

enjoyed a special place in the minds and hearts of Americans. But following
recent controversies, including the decision to allow openly homosexual Scouts
into the program, the view of Americans toward Scouting seems to be shifting.  According
to a survey by Rasmussen Reports, “favorable views of the Boy Scouts of America continue
to decline.” According to a telephone survey, 59 percent of adult Americans have a favorable
opinion of the Scouts,  “down six points from 65 percent last May and a 14-point drop from
February 2012. Twenty-eight percent now view the Boy Scouts unfavorably.” Perhaps most
troubling for the Scouts, even its supporters are wavering. “The latest findings include 21
percent with a ‘Very Favorable’ opinion, down from 40 percent two years ago.”

From Shunned Sportscaster to Religious Freedom Fighter
       (WNS)--Craig James, a football analyst fired by Fox Sports for saying
homosexuality is immoral, has taken a job at the Family Research Council
(FRC), a conservative Christian advocacy group. The former National Foot-
ball League Offensive Player of the Year will serve as a spokesman for
the organization as assistant to the FRC president, Tony Perkins.  “I’m
not going to stop following sports. That’s part of my DNA,” James said. “I
hope to be able to use my sports relationships and ability to cover sports
to further our cause at FRC.”  
       Fox Sports Southwest ousted James in September one week into his
contract, citing comments he made against same-sex civil unions during a 2012 run for the
U.S. Senate seat now held by Ted Cruz. James protested the firing, and the Liberty Institute
filed a complaint on his behalf. The Texas Workforce Commission on March 6 issued a charge
of discrimination against Fox Sports for firing James.

High Profile Calvary Chapel Pastor Steps Down
(WNS)--One of America’s highest profile pastors, Bob Coy of Calvary Chapel Ft. Lauderdale,
resigned last week. A statement from the church said he stepped down after “confessing to
a moral failing in his life which disqualifies him from continuing his leadership role at the
church he has led since its founding in 1985.” The church currently has about 18,000 people
in attendance each Sunday, making it one of the largest churches in the United States.

As a husband, father and full-time education student at
University of Central Missouri, one would think that Wesley
"Undergrad" Forte has little time to make music, let alone put
together a tour. Yet a tour is exactly what this Kansas City na-
tive rapper has conjured.
While working on his groundbreaking mix tape, "My Name

is Not Kanye," in 2011, Undergrad became aware of how the
consistent themes of drugs, sex and money in today's music
impacted the youth more than ever before.
A man of action, Undergrad decided to do something

about it. After discussing the idea with other artists, The So-
lution Muzik Tour was born.
Now in its third year, The Solution Muzik Tour includes

Undergrad’s record label, School Boy Music Group, and label-
mates Godz Geek and Echo. Rece Nickelz and songstress Jamie
Lynn of A.M/P.E.E. records join the tour as well. A. Ward, who
is known around Kansas City for his impeccable delivery,
rhyme schemes and analogies, is on the tour as is Cephas Da
Rock, one of the hippest artists in the area. 
The goal of this year’s tour is to continue to influence

today's generation with music that is fun and current while
also spreading an uncompromised message of God's love -
and they do it all out of pocket.
"With the exception of shows that are really far away, the

concert is 100% free to book and 100% free to attend," Un-

dergrad said. 
The Tour is open to receiving sponsorships to aid in travel

costs and meals.
With a humble spirit, Undergrad looks forward to contin-

uing to follow God's direction in reaching children, teenagers
and young adults through this summer's tour.
"Right now, we're in the booking phase," Undergrad said,

"so we just need to get the word out to as many churches and
organizations as possible. It's free - there's nothing to lose."

Wesley "Undergrad" Forte
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“Pop Tart” bill aims to protect innocent play in Missouri



BRIGHTON ACADEMY 
Clark Bee, Tyler Bowdish, Brittany
Chambers, Hannah Clark, Hannah
Clements, Noah Current, Matthew
Dawdy, Mariah DeGisi, Chris Eflin,
Amy Hammack, Mariah Kettler,
Joshua Luffman, Chancellor McCoy,
Adam McDonald, Kyle Parker, Emily
Petering, Moriah Rueff, Jasmine
Schick, JP Smithson, Katie Stephens,
Sawyer Stone, Sarah Vandersteen,
Bonnie Weinberg, Sarah White, Jael
Whitney, Stephen Wright

GRANDVIEW 
CHRISTIAN 
Jamie Anne Barrett, Yu-Hsuan
(Perseus) Chi, Samone Rajul Fayne
Frazier, Youngsun (Louis) Im, Ashley
Nicole LaMar, Myles Alexander
Moses-Atkins, Leandra Beth
Willoughby

HERITAGE CHRISTIAN
ACADEMY
Matthew P. Arbuckle, Jonathan R.
Baxter, Jacob N. Bolander, Brittany
Bowman, Julia Davis, Mary C. Eby,
Jack Feighner, Audrey M. Hamm,
Maxwell Hammons, Ellen J. 
Hershberger, Sasha M. Host, Joshua
Hough, Joshua Johansen, Conner A.
Jolley, Autumn J. Kelso, Blake LaGue,
Anna K. Lipscomb, Destiny H.
Lovell, Michael J. Mitchell, Josiah B.
Murphy, Annie Prins, Sydney P.
Reeder, Stephen Tassy, Katie
Thomas, Victoria A. Tisdale, 
Alexandra Tobin, Noah M. Willson

MARANATHA 
CHRISTIAN ACADEMY
Ana Nicole Adams, Christmond
Briar Belcher, Tristan Scout 
Bergerhofer, Megan Lee Bowlin,
Adam Joseph Carver, Justin Lee
Case, Young Hue Cho, Young June
Cho, Endurance Edward Crosby,
Devin Michael Denney, Micah
William Eaton, Gionna Nicole Eden,
Brenda Jamille Galan, Katherine Ann
Goodman, Taylor Suzanne Gourley,
Christine Teresa Hanlon, Christa Jaél
Johnson, Hyun Jae Kim, Bailey
Marie Kroening, Jensen David 
Lemmon, Austin Robert McAllister,
Joshua Michael McFarland,
Michaela Marie Moyer, William 
Judson Sampson, Connor Allen
Sipe, Jacob Aaron Stephens, Rachel
Louise Strong, Samuel Walter Chase
Turntine, Jay Thomas Vavricek,
Samuel Frank Weinhold, Jolynne
Olivia Yankoviz

MIDWEST PARENT 
EDUCATORS
Benjamin Albertson, Christopher
Barnes, Iris Behm, Justin Brown,
Samuel Chaverin, Hannah Clark,
Noah Current, Christopher Eflin,
Alyssa Fohner, Alisha Frierdich, John
Henges, Shelby High, Austin 

Jacobson, Deborah Kangas, Taylor
King, Anna Kucera, Joshua Luffman,
Ethan Matt, Amy Meigs, Grant
Miller, Janell Mosher, Cassandra
Pearson, Madison Pittman, Ian Ross,
Jasmine Schick, Myah Scott, 
Audrianna See, Jessica Thompson,
Cori Turner, Jael Whitney, Grace
Williams, Eli Woods

OVERLAND CHRISTIAN
SCHOOLS  
Yu Jeong Do, Sam Lee, Matthew
Murray, Linh Nguyen, Tom Nguyen,
Triston Schroeder, Jared Scofield,
Joshua Shin

PLAZA HEIGHTS
CHRISTIAN ACADEMY
Elizabeth Fields, Jon Fogarty, 
Benjamin Gross, Sariah Launius,
Austin Payne, Alexis Piepmeier, 
Jessicah Williams, Benjamin
Wubbenhorst
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           Summit-Christian-Academy.org        Enrolling Now
     Call 816.525-1480 for More Information           for 2014-15!
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CONGRATULATIONS CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS’ CLASS OF 2014!



SHAWNEE MISSION
CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
Nolan Becerra, Fallon Reynolds, 
Andrew Stone

SUMMIT CHRISTIAN
ACADEMY
Nathaniel Alexander, Tess Anderson,
Rachel Bacon, Olivia Blumer, Erin
Brownlee, Tyler Calahan, Sarah
Caruthers, Tom Chan, Mariah
Cofield, Tim Cook, Reuben Erisman,
Tyler Fox, Clayton Gregg, Gavin
Gronberg, Corin Hoke, Samuel 
Holland, Taurin Hughes, Brooke 
Jacobson, Ginger Johnson, Wade
Johnson, Ethan Johnston, Donovan
Kim, Alyssa Koeller, Mike Kremnev,
Quinter Lamb, Joseph Lambert, 
Isaiah Lind, Marina Maffuccio,
Grant Miller, Madi Miller, Anna
Moyer, Greg Nicoll, Timothy Nitz,
Seth Preston, Jackson Redford,
Amanda Rouse, Gunther Ruckman,
Josiah Ruiz Esparza, Kylee Schuh,
Harrison Shearer, Taylor Shippy,
Nathan Shrader, Bri Slagle, Ashley
Thompson, Justus Wagner, Kristen
Wang, Kent Weber, Josh Willoughby,
Grace Yoon, Hannah Zizza

THE DANIEL ACADEMY  
SungHwan Ahn, Julia Apking, Jessi
Bella, Aaron Boots, Evan Briggs, 
Rebekah Chase, Jessi Dinsmore,
Jacob Honnold, Hannah Lee, Drew
Madson, Zion Oppriecht, Abi Preut,
Ethan Salyer, Graham Tucker, Joshua
van der Steur, Kaylee Yi, Benjamin
Youngdale, Bria Zyniewicz

WHITEFIELD 
ACADEMY  
Nellie Andrews, Aaron B. Berger, 
Isabelle Beisiegel, Jonathan Bryan,
Gary Dunkerley, Dakota Dykstra,
Chris Estep, Aubre Ferrell, Joshua W.
Ho, Jessica Loechler, Mackenna G.
Milbourn, Andrew Pitkin, Miranda
Richardson, Doug Veltkamp 
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At MCA, we educate and inspire 
students to make a difference, 
shape their futures and change 
culture. The result of this education 
process offers our students greater 
opportunities to be world changers 
in service to God and man.

INSPIRING 
WORLD CHANGERS

For Pre-K Thru High School

  Curriculum on Godly Character
 Excellence in Academics
 Championship Athletics
 College Level Courses
 Students with a Mission

Discover MCA www.mca-eagles.org

VISITOR’S DAY - Every Wednesday
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South Johnson County’s Largest
Christ-Centered

Preschool-12th Grade
College Preparatory School

Currently Serving
more than 475 students

east campus (Elementary/Central O!ce)
9333 West 159th Street

Overland Park, KS 66221
P 913.681.7622

west campus (Junior/Senior High)
16000 Blackbob Road

Olathe, KS 66062
P 913.782.3262

Visit hcakc.org for more information.

CHRIST-CENTERED
Spiritually transformative, not merely informative

CONCEPTUAL THINKING
!e convergence of critical thinking and

creative ability

COMMUNICATION
Clear, concise, eloquent and insightful

CALLING
To know and to be known by God.

To identify and nurture the unique potential
of each child
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CONGRATULATIONS CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS’ CLASS OF 2014!

Top Tips for Grads
1. Listen more than you talk.  There is lots more to

learn.
2. Exercise.  Even if you were active in high school,

don't forget to walk, jog, and run for your health.
3. Draw healthy boundaries.  Think ahead of time

where your moral and ethical boundaries are located.
4. Have fun. This seems easy and obvious, but some

leaving H.S. are so intense, they miss the fun factor.
5. Stay away from drugs.  You don't want to start

down the path of using alcohol and drugs.
6. Eat healthy.  College cafeterias are a draw for

some universities, but walk what you eat.
7. Don't abuse your freedom.  Sometimes graduates

find all this freedom like a wide open ocean ready to
swim.  But if not prepared you might drown.  Be wise.

8. Avoid procrastination. Many heading out the door
think they have time tomorrow to get it done.  Don't
wait.

9. Stay involved.  Connect with new real loving
friends.  Join clubs.  Get involved in a church!

10. Take Jesus with you.  Last but not least, this is the
most important.  If you know Jesus as your Savior, don't
leave him behind.  Seek Him.  Love Him.  Know Him. 
And let your relationship with Jesus overflow into the
areas already mentioned.



FAIR TAX

The FairTax plan involves passage of
legislation that repeals the income tax, the
payroll tax in its entirety, the estate tax, the
gift tax, the capital gains tax, the alternative
minimum tax, the self-employment tax,
and the corporate tax; and passage of leg-
islation that installs a single rate, national
sales tax on all new goods and services at
the point of final purchase for consump-
tion, and that provides for a universal re-
bate in an amount equal to the sales tax on
essential goods and services up to poverty
level spending.
  Although every taxpayer is subject to

the same sales tax rate with no exceptions
or exclusions, those least able to share in
the cost of government will carry no fed-
eral tax burden at all. Under the current
system, the more your income is derived
from wages, the more you are affected by
payroll taxes. In addition, under the Fair-
Tax, no one will pay tax on the cost of es-
sential purchases, and those who
demonstrate their greater ability to pay by
consuming more, will pay more taxes.
  Our current tax system is also unfair

because it is highly responsive to political
influence on behalf of special interest
groups. Average taxpayers without the
means or organization to influence tax
policy are at a clear disadvantage. The in-
extricable relationship between the tax
code and lobbyists is evidenced by the fact
that more than half of Washington lobby-
ists are registered on tax matters. Under
the FairTax, there is one single rate, there
are no exceptions and there are no exclu-
sions – no loopholes to be exploited by
special interests.

Efficiency
  In addition to the taxes on income

that we pay, we also pay the cost of payroll
and corporate taxes that are embedded in
every product that we purchase. Busi-
nesses pass their costs on to consumers in
the form of higher prices. But the burden
to the consumer doesn’t stop there. We
also pay for the cost of complying with the
tax code. So complicated has the income
tax system become that an analysis of IRS
data by the Taxpayer Advocate Service es-
timated that individual taxpayers and
businesses spend 6.1 billion hours each
year complying with the filing require-
ments of the Internal Revenue Code. The
Tax Foundation estimated compliance

costs to exceed $265 billion or 3.1 percent
of the Gross Domestic Product. This is
equivalent to nearly a $1,000 tax on every
American. Massive amounts of our na-
tional wealth are consumed merely by
measuring, tracking, sheltering, docu-
menting and filing our annual income.
The twin burdens of time and money re-
quired for record keeping, tax form prepa-
r a t i o n ,
calculating and
funding esti-
mated payment
schedules, and
tracking income
and expenses
are eliminated
by the FairTax.
The FairTax
generates the
same amount of
revenue as the cur-
rent tax system,
but at a much
lower cost.
The number
o f
t a x
filers
drops
f r om
1 6 4 . 6
million to an
estimated 30
million, an 81 per-
cent reduction.  Com-
pliance costs under the FairTax fall to less
than $20 billion.

Economic  impact
  Slow economic growth and economic

stagnation have an adverse impact on low-
wage earners. These families are more
likely to lose their jobs, are less likely to
have the resources to weather bad eco-
nomic times, and are more in need of the
initial employment opportunities that a
dynamic, growing economy provides. The
income tax retards economic perform-
ance by creating a significant bias against
saving and investment through double,
triple, and even quadruple taxation.
Under the FairTax, what you earn is what
you take home. Americans are able to save
more and invest more. The FairTax dra-
matically increases investment levels com-
pared to levels that would have been
achieved under the current income tax
system. 
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How do Fair Tax and Flat Tax stack up? Two opposing views
The national debate over taxation is shifting from the question of whether to alter our current tax system to the ques-
tion of how to alter it. Today, polls indicate that a large majority of Americans are extremely frustrated with the current
federal income tax system.  The income tax discourages personal savings and investments by taxing capital gains, divi-
dends and interest earned. Wage earners struggle under the burden of a very regressive payroll tax. The income tax is
complex – so complex that no one, not even the experts, truly understands it. Moreover, for the tax to be enforced, the
taxpayer must sacrifice significant privacy. As a result, our citizens are governed by needlessly burdensome tax laws
that they cannot understand and that are intrusive, complex and costly. Last month, Metro Voice published an article
on a new Kansas group forming to encourage a FairTax in Kansas. In an effort to further discussion, we have provided

their plan here, along with a competing tax plan that takes a different route to attain a similar goal.

FLAT TAX

I believe that the current tax system is
counter productive and should be greatly
simplified –I therefore propose a very Flat

Income Tax. The Americans
for Fair Taxation
(AFFT) claims that “re-
search” shows may
wonderful benefits for
their FairTax proposal.
Economic “research”
can predict ab-
solutely nothing  –
it can produce no
more than mere
theories. Further,
AFFT’s advertised
$22 million in initial

“research”
( p r e -
1999
that)
h a s
never

b e e n
published and its

later research has ex-
posed some gaping flaws in

logic.

Flat Income Tax
 A Flat Income Tax would eliminate

today’s income tax and the estate and gift
taxes; it would not repeal the Social Secu-
rity/Medicare taxes and it should not –
these programs should be privatized over
time.
  My plan is similar to the proposed flat

tax bills, (HR 1040/S 173) but with several
important differences. I would use a 10
percent rate and zero exemptions, deduc-
tions and credits. Business net income
would be taxed on an extremely simplified
basis to owners – i.e., corporate taxes are
eliminated. Only commercial activities are
taxed, so that the tax-exempt issue disap-
pears.
 My tax is fair, because everyone with

income pays a part of the cost of federal
services – our Republic cannot survive
with a majority of people paying no tax,
yet Congress can pander for their votes. All
business can deduct their legitimate busi-
ness costs – there are no special rules to be
bought by lobbyists. The IRS would be
neutered, because there would be little for
it to do.

If we stay alert and monitor Congress,
we can insure that this Flat Tax (or any
other tax) stays simple.

Efficiency
  With a single-page individual and

business filing that people will be able to
prepare by themselves, today’s cost of
compliance in terms of complexity, time
and money is reduced to a tiny fraction of
today’s burden. Incidentally, the figures
quoted by AFFT are theoretical figures
that multiply the number of hours we
spend by $39.50 per hour rate – this is a
method even IRS gave up on years ago.
And so, the AFFT figures are not cash costs
but time costs – an AFFT lawyer quoted
actual cash costs of only about 50B.

Economic Impact
  I believe that being relieved of the cur-

rent system’s complexity, time and money
costs and especially the reduction in rate
down to 10%) will unleash a tremendous
burst of economic activity spurred by a
feeling of being freed from today’s great
burdens and delivered into a much fairer
system. Other than that, everyone can
make economic guesses because no one
can predict the economy.
 AFFT’s grandiose economic claims

are mere unpredictable sales hype (“Hope
& Change”).
 I believe that the FairTax’s 30 percent

(not 23 percent) sales tax, when added to
state and local sales taxes of 5-10%, will
generate sticker shock and lead to an eco-
nomic collapse – those rates could go to,
for example, 65-70 percent if evasion and
avoidance reach (e.g.) 30 percent, because
the AFFT “assumes” those will be zero
(not in the real world).
 New homes will cost nearly 40 percent

more, and lenders will not finance the
sales taxes.
 I say prices will rise 25-30 percent;

AFFT now admits to an increase of AT
LEAST 14 percent but their figures are
wrong (should be +21 percent) and it is
wrong for them to assume 100 percent of
maximum potential price reductions will
occur (I use one-half).
 The Fair Tax’s supposedly transparent

tax masks several substantial hidden fed-
eral and State and local taxes. For one, they
must pay Fair Tax on their purchases (ex-
cept for teacher salaries) and must pass
that cost on to you. It may well be uncon-
stitutional to tax the states. There is much

by Mark Saylor, FTKSA by Stephen Eldridge

See FLAT TAX page 22See FAIR TAX page 22



When you create a plan, plan for a
success! Start with the basics of
proper planning by stating your de-
sired outcome, listing the resources
you will need, creating a timeline, and
writing an implementation plan. 
But what about the “gottchas” ? 
A smart planner

anticipates poten-
tial barriers and
forms a contin-
gency plan; but the
thing about the
unexpected is that
you don’t see it
coming. The ability to be flexible and
fast on your feet when the surprises
come is critical in navigating a suc-
cessful path to overcome your barri-
ers. 
For instance, when I led my staff in

planning to move into a new build-
ing, we were full of anticipation to fi-
nally be able to conduct business in a
beautiful Corporate Learning Center.
Furnishings, systems, networks, and
personnel were ready, and we created
a timeline and implementation plan
for the move. But we didn’t expect the
many days of rain and tropical storms

we encountered which delayed our
timeline. We had so much rain that
we began to feel like ducks! We pad-
dled furiously to keep up appearances
and do business as usual, just like
ducks do when they paddle like crazy
with their little webbed feet churning
the water while gliding smoothly on
the surface. 
We can expect challenges to be a

normal part of any plan. It is in our
reactions and positive responses to
these situations that we can still be
successful even when it feels like our
plans get rained out. Get ready to
view the roadblocks as opportunities
to create new pathways to success. 
We said a prayer, ordered pizza,

cranked up the
music, packed the
boxes, hugged each
other, and our plan
all came together
as we moved into
the new building
with a slight ad-

justment to our timeline. Working
through the challenge was actually
quite exhilarating! After all, it seems
someone else was managing the time-
line.
“Commit your work to the Lord

and then your plans will succeed.”
Proverbs 16:3 NLT
More… at 7M-pact.com and

ihopkc.org/josephcompany

Linda Fields is Director of The
Joseph Company. Learn more through

The Joseph Company events.
Ihopkc.org/josephcompany
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Dear Dave,�
I noticed that your baby steps list puts saving

for retirement before saving for your kid’s college

fund. Sending your kids to college would come
first on the timeline, so what is your reasoning
behind this?�                                            – Jen

Dear Jen,
I advise this approach because everyone is

going to retire someday; unless, of course, they
happen to die before reaching retirement age.
Retiring and eating are necessities. College is a
luxury. Lots of people succeed in life without
going to college, and thousands have worked
their way through college. I worked 40 to 60
hours a week in college, and I still graduated in
four years.

  Having a college fund set aside by your par-
ents is really nice, if they can afford that kind of
thing. But you can go to school by getting good
grades, applying for scholarships, working your
tail off and choosing a school you can afford. I
believe in education, but there are lots of ways
to get a college degree other than having your
parents foot the bill. Besides, the last time I
checked there weren’t any good ways to retire
that didn’t include saving and preparing for re-
tirement beforehand. I mean, you can always try
to live off Social Insecurity, but I don’t consider
that a plan.

  In short, college funding is not a necessity.
That’s why it follows saving for retirement in the
Baby Steps. Should you try to save up for your
kid’s college education? Sure, if you can. But
there are lots of parents out there who won’t be
able to pay a dime toward someone’s college ed-
ucation. And that doesn’t make them bad par-
ents!

–Dave
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LINDA
FIELDS
Director of The
Joseph Company

faithworks!

Retirement is priority DAVE 
RAMSEY
Financial author,
radio host, television
personality, and 
motivational speaker

davesays

Challenges are a given.
How do we respond?

“Commit your work to
the Lord and then your
plans will succeed.”

PROVERBS 16:3 NLT



the survival of the nation. Kids have dif-
ferent reasons for making camp a part
of their lives.
If you have narrowed your choices for

camps down to two or three, how do
you make the final decision?
Sara Coats with Camp Eagle Summit

at Summit Christian Academy in Lee’s
Summit, says it’s about the parents and
not just the kids.
“Parents generally choose a camp

they feel comfortable with, after weigh-
ing many things including safety.”
Coats says you must also weight the

uniqueness of the camp and what op-
portunities it provides. “For kids,
though, it’s a different story,” she says.
“Kids are looking for fun!” 
But parents realize that kids need

structure that allows them a variety of
summer-related activities like a pool.
“Kids wax nostalgic about summer
camp when you talk to them,” she says,
“much like parents remembering their
own camp experience.”
Collin Sparks, director at Kanakuk

Camps in Branson, says parents should
consider additional information, like
staffing.
“We look for young people who love

the Lord and have a consistent walk,”
says Collin.  “We want staff who love
kids and believe in the next generation.”
Sparks says that Kanakuk staffers are

active and have high energy.  “At
Kanakuk, we know that it is a high call-
ing to work with kids.”
So what exactly are the benefits of

summer camp? Whether you are look-
ing at a day camp or away camp, secular

or spiritual, they often share similar fac-
tors for consideration

TO MEET NEW PEOPLE
For many, camp allows kids of all ages

to meet their peers from different walks
of life, different states or even different
countries. It's a great way to
make cool new friends and
learn about different
places and cultures. In
an interview with PBS,
one girl, Michiko, 13, ex-
plained it this way: "I loved
camp. I met this girl named
Manny who lives in New York (I
live in New Jersey) and she is cool.
She speaks Spanish and I speak
Japanese. We taught each other
words. We liked to swim in the pool
a lot. She was a really nice girl. We are
going to camp again this summer." 

TO TRY NEW THINGS
Modern camps offer amenities not

found even 40 years ago. Now you’re
likely to find extravagant water sports,
activities and games you are not likely to
find in your backyard. You might try

archery, sailing, pottery, dance, obstacle
courses and a hundred other cool
things. Today there are day camps de-
signed around special interests. Kansas
City’s Union Station offers a popular
Science Camp to encourage tomorrow’s
future engineers, doctors, researchers

a n d
teachers.
C a l l e d
“Steam”,

Science City brings out the best in kids
ages 6 to 12 and allows them hands-on
fun that provides just as much learning
as in the classroom but with a tremen-
dous “wow” factor.
Science City has plugged into kids

who realize staying home and doing
"the same-old, same-old" can be boring,
and camp can let kids mix things up. It
is unlikely that your child will be bored
at a summer camp. 
"The students attending STEAM have

access to Science City as well as the
many exhibits at Union Station, includ-
ing the newest exhibit, the Discovery of

King Tut," stated Christy Nitsche, Man-
ager of Education Programs.

TO CHALLENGE YOUR KID
Not all the things that kids do at camp

are easy-they're not supposed to be.
Fresh challenges -- like trying new
sports, learning new crafts and games,
or pushing your child to achieve some-
thing -- can be very rewarding. One girl
was excited at learning a life skill.  "I went
to summer camp and I passed my
swimming test! I can barely swim, so it
was a big accomplishment. I felt great af-
terwards." 

TO APPRECIATE NATURE
There's a great big natural world out

there, and going to camp helps kids
learn how beautiful and important it re-
ally is. Without trees, soil, water and
wildlife, the Earth (and all the people
on it) couldn't survive, and getting out
into the woods, lakes or Missouri
Ozarks can give you a better under-
standing of how the web of life
works. 

TO GET A CHANGE OF
SCENERY
Sometimes it's important to get

away from familiar territory and
find a "new place". Camp offers the
perfect opportunity to make a fresh
start, see and experience a variety of
things, and find out how you think, feel,
and act outside of normal surround-
ings. Many kids welcome it as a great
get-away from older or younger siblings
not to mention all the drama that goes
with friends. Attending camp often al-
lows kids to blossom and gain self-con-
fidence outside of “comfortable” settings
of family and friends. 
For many the experience may be the

first time away from home. What are the
markers for younger children to stay
overnight?
Matt Garcia, director at the YMCA of

the Ozark’s Camp Lakewood near Po-
tosi, Mo., says parents should look see in
their child an eagerness to attend and
desire to try new things.
“If the child makes friends at school

easily and is socially active,” says Garcia,
“They’re a good candidate for summer
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SUMMER CAMP OPTIONS ABOUND

See OPTIONS page 13

Enroll Today! Space is Limited!2014

Summer Camp
Ages 6-12

Create. Explore. Experiment.

June 9– August 8

Join us as we spark interest in STEAM 
learning through interactive, challenging and 
FUN activities at Science City Summer Camp!

ScienceCity.com/SummerCamp

learning thr
FUN activities at Science City Summer Cam

TEAM t in Sk interesJoin us as we spar
active, challenging and ough interlearning thr

FUN activities at Science City Summer Cam

TEAM 
active, challenging and 

p!FUN activities at Science City Summer Cam

Culture
House

YMCA of
the Ozarks
builds 
lasting
friendships

Why Day
Camp still 
Matters
By Andy Kimmelman
When looking for summer activi-

ties for their children, parents today are
faced with an incredible wealth of op-
tions. Many of these options describe
themselves as “camp”–sports camps,
arts camps, school camps and, of
course, the ubiquitous day camps. 
  Each offers benefits to the family,

but certain programs stand apart. Ac-
cording to several parents and camp
directors, what we will term a tradi-
tional day camp, with a program mir-
roring the classic resident camp
program, presents something
uniquely advantageous to its campers
and families. Traditional day camps
matter in a way that differs from the
host of other summer activities. Thus,
questions arise: Why does day camp
matter, and how do we position this
kind of program among everything
else?
  Across the region there are nu-

merous options for both traditional
away camps as well as day camps based
on one or multiple subjects like sci-
ence. As parents and camp directors
will tell us, these “single subject” sum-
mer programs do provide many ben-
efits — such as a boost in achievement
at school or on the club soccer team —
but their specificity sets them apart
from the generalized summer camp
experience. 

Why is Day Camp Important?
  Why is traditional day camp im-

portant? Of course, we know why
summer camp, as a general category, is
important. Ninety-six percent of
campers say that “camp helped me
make new friends,” and 92 percent say,
“Camp helped me feel good about
myself.” Seventy percent of camp par-
ents say, “My child gained self-confi-
dence at camp” (ACA, 2005). 
  Although not everyone actually

goes to camp (yet!), the idea of sum-
mer camp is fairly well documented in
American culture. Resident, or away,
camp is the touchstone when most
Americans think of summer camp.

See DAY CAMP page 12

ADVENTURE
continued from page 1

daycamp



CAMP IS A TIME FOR KIDS TO UNPLUG

twitter.com/metrovoice
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By Laurie Evans
While going to camp has always seemed

like a good way for kids to spend their sum-
mers, a recent survey makes camp sound not
just good but essential for our youngsters.
According to a survey by the Kaiser Family

Foundation published in 2010, kids ages 8 to
18 years old spend an average of 7 hours and
38 minutes using entertainment media dur-
ing a typical day.
That means an average kid spends more

than 53 hours a week plugged into his TV,
iPod, cell phone or video games. Since 2010,
with the advent of Netflix and streaming
video, usage has continued to increase.

That’s well over one-third of our kids’ wak-
ing hours!
The Centers for Disease Control and Pre-

vention report that an American child is six
times more likely to play a video game on any
given day than ride a bike.
What better way to unplug than a week or

two at summer camp?�Wanda DeWaard,
Section Executive for the American Camp As-
sociation, agrees.
“Being plugged in is so isolating for chil-

dren,” DeWaard said. “And going to camp is
a great way to make sure that they get a bal-
anced life experience.”
In fact, one thing that most camp pro-

grams share is the rule that tech devices stay
at home.
Whether it’s a theater camp, an art camp,

a soccer camp or a traditional outdoor expe-
rience camp, most require that cell phones
and video games stay at home or buried deep
in the backpack, only to surface when it’s
time for Mom and Dad to pick up campers.
DeWaard applauds this policy, saying, “Cell

phones encourage homesickness.”�What
summer camp encourages are all the things
that entertainment media can’t provide.
DeWaard sums it up this way, “Camp is all

about experiencing life directly rather than
virtually.”

Top 5 reasons camp is so great
By Kevin East

1.  It's an opportunity to disconnect. When
they come to camp, they turn in their cell phones,
unplug their music, and begin to breathe deeply
again. It is very fun to see kids surprised by a sun-
set, or in awe at the sound of crickets at night. 
2. It's a great place to be known.  The relation-

ship with the counselor should be the best one.
Campers often open up to their counselors and
share their souls with them. When they do, there
is such a sense of relief. They can be known, and
loved for who they are.

3. It's a new adventure to be experienced.
Have you ever: played lazer tag in the woods,
jumped off a 25 foot high ropes platform, jumped
on a "blob" in a pool, or been on the back of
horse? When a child conquers a new adventure
at camp, they quickly store it away as a reminder
of their courage.
4. It's a great way to gain confidence. Even

high school students can be scared at the idea of
going to camp. I've talked with seniors in high
school that were homesick. However, when they
get through it and realize they did it, it is great to
see what it does to their countenance. When a
child does an activity they never thought they

would do, they walk taller, as if they've found
their new armor. Being away from their parents,
making new friends, trying new activities -- these
all help in the child gain confidence as they grow
up.
5. They just might be transformed. This is the

main reason why I would want my child to go to
camp. I believe God speaks to us through: His cre-
ation, His Word, and His people. When a child gets
away from home, is surrounded by God's cre-
ation, and is taught the Truth of scripture, they
could be transformed. I tell the staff of our
youngest kids camp quite regularly to take care
of our future summer staff.



The prevailing cultural and empirical image
of camp is one of a traditional, rustic, resi-
dent camp deep in the woods or by a lake. 
Imagine, then, this most archetypal

image: a beautiful natural site where caring
counselors help children create new connec-
tions and reach outside of their comfort
zones to try new things. Laughter bubbles as
jokes are shared and new friendships are
built. Campers unplug from technology to
commune with nature. Skills develop
throughout camp, both in physical things
like swimming and horseback riding, not to

mention dance or theater (such as that pro-
vided by Dramatic Truth School of the Arts
or Culture House) and art, and social/emo-
tional things like teamwork, creativity, and
self-confidence. And don’t forget forging in-
terest in the sciences at a camp like that held
at Union Station’s Science City. Then at the
end of each day a line of mini-vans appear
with parents to pick up their youngsters.
With so much similarity of structure and

experience, traditional day camps share
many of the benefits of the monolithic
stereotype of summer camp. Yet, it is in that
relatively small difference, the daily return to
home, that the unique importance of day
camp lies.

Everyone Should Go to Camp
Why might a family choose a

day camp? Many campers are (in
their parents’ minds) too shy or
ill-equipped for an away camp.
Of course, oftentimes parents
themselves are not ready to let go
of the child for the duration of a
camp session. And some
campers are simply too young.
For these families, then, a day
camp can provide scaffolding for
a camp experience that is nearly
identical to resident camp with-
out the anxiety-producing long-
term separation.
A day camp director tells us,

“Day camp can be a child’s first
independent experience away
from mom and dad. A child can strengthen
emerging skills of making new friends, tak-
ing care of their own belongings, trying new
activities, and taking risks.” This first experi-
ence away from home, in a new setting with
unfamiliar peers, can create the foundation
needed for successful longer-term experi-
ences away from home. 

A Powerful Alternative
For kids who don’t attend an away sum-

mer camp, day camp can still be a powerful
alternative. “Since my kids are not sleep-away
campers,” one long-time day camp parent
said, “I was interested in finding a day camp
that truly felt like camp. I wanted my kids in
a natural setting with camp-specific activities
— archery, horses, arts, and crafts — that
they would not experience during the school
year.” 
This family comprises three boys, the old-

est of whom has been attending the same
day camp for 10 years. All three have outgo-
ing, positive personalities, yet they neverthe-
less have continually struggled each summer
with being away from home (they rely a
great deal both on the support of their par-
ents and the familiarity of their own bed-
rooms), making it difficult for them to
attend resident camp.

Over the years, their day camp experi-
ences have given them a chance to build in-
dependence and autonomy away from their
parents while still returning to the comforts
of home each evening. “I strongly feel that
children need a break from organized learn-
ing and the pressures of school,” the mother
said, “which is why I have always gravitated
toward traditional summer camp. Camp
gives kids a chance to turn their minds off
and just be kids. Every day that my kids come
home from camp dirty and sweaty with a
lanyard in their hand, I feel that I have given
them a priceless gift. By the time school rolls
around, they are refreshed and ready to go
because they were given the opportunity to
have fun all summer long.”

A Greater Partnership
Additionally, the daily return home allows

for a greater partnership between the camp
and the camper’s parents, surrounding the
growth and skill building that takes place at
summer camp. At day camp, another direc-
tor, tells us, “The parent still plays a large role
in the child’s daily life. In the evenings, par-
ents can work through obstacles that their
child faces and help shape their solutions.
This gives the child practice for when they
have to work through issues on their own.”
Campers can recount the day’s activities,

and their parents can congratulate
them on challenging themselves to
make it to the top of the climbing
tower or on reaching out beyond
their group of school buddies to
build new friendships. Intentional
camp staff can use the vocabulary
of character growth to encourage
things like respect and responsibil-
ity in their campers, and these
campers can share what they have
learned at camp, using that same
vocabulary, with their families just
a few hours later. This creates a
cycle of positive reinforcement
from both the child’s counselor
and his or her parents, further
strengthening the skills learned at
camp.

Camp parents are often pleasantly sur-
prised with their child’s growth during an
experience at camp, and a nightly look at the
positive changes camp has given one’s child
is rewarding for any parent. One camp
mother says she was impressed by how camp
“motivated [her children] to be empathetic
and helpful toward others,” and another
shared that her child’s experience as a coun-
selor-in-training “encourages selflessness
and patience.” These changes came slowly,
over many days at camp over the course of
several summers, and they revealed them-
selves gradually each night when their chil-
dren returned home.

Day Camp: Benefits at a Glance
Among the many benefits of the camp

experience, day camps:
• Provide the camp experience for

campers that are too young, anxious about
being away from home, or just not ready for
residential camp.
• Can create the foundation needed for

successful longer-term experiences away
from home.
• Allow for a greater partnership between

the camp and the camper’s parents sur-
rounding the growth and skill building that
takes place at summer camp.
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PLAY  RELAX  EXPLORE
AT YMCA TROUT LODGE

Alpine Swing  Alpine Tower  Archery  Banana Boat  Canoeing  Climbing Wall  NEW! Dart 
Art  NEW! Geology Hike  Golf  NEW! Hat Shaping 

 Kayaking  Lake Swimming  Mini-Golf  Nature Center   
 Shotgun Range  

 Trap Shooting  Zip Line 

YMCA Trout Lodge is located 75 miles south of 
St. Louis between Steelville and Potosi, MO 
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DAY CAMPS
continued from page 10

Several area day camps, like
Dramatic Truth, Culture
House and Science City 

focus on creativity.



camp”.
Garcia says the Y’s camps are de-

signed to help kids who are weak in
these areas.  “We help them to be suc-
cessful in independent experiences.”
Collin Sparks, with Kanakuk, agrees.
“It is different for each child.  I would

like for kids to want to explore, confi-
dent to do new things, and willing to
reach out and make friends.”

TO LEARN NEW SKILLS
All the activities and instruction at

camp are great opportunities to learn
something new -- such as pottery, sail-
ing, tap dancing or building bridges like
at a day camp at Science City -- that
could end up being their favorite hobby. 
Away camps can also help kids de-

velop important life skills like independ-
ence, self-reliance, and confidence. Since
you'll be living with a whole group of
people, it's also a great way to learn
about cooperation, compromise, and
tolerance. 

PURPOSE
Many churches and denominations

offer summer camps. There are also
para-church organizations that serve
several denominations.  For Christian
parents this is often the most important
aspect of summer camp–an opportu-
nity for a child to take ownership of
their faith outside the expectations of
parents or friends. Ownership is essen-
tial for children carrying their faith into
their 20s and traversing the rocky road
of college and young adulthood. Camp
offers times of introspection, prayer and
an opportunity to really hear what God
is speaking. Our oldest daughter, who is
in college, recently returned from a
spring break trip with a Christian or-
ganization. As she later shared her heart
with us late one evening on a trip home
from college, she described how the ex-
perience had allowed Christ to speak to
her, sharpen her faith and give her en-

couragement. While she is in college and
this wasn’t a summer camp, it showed
me just how important these times away
from home and familiar surroundings
are for kids of all ages.  

WHAT TO EXPECT WHEN YOUR
CHILD COMES HOME
All of the camp directors interviewed

agreed that summer camp is about
changing lives.  Those changes are most
visible to the parents
when they pick their
children up.
“Camp is an invest-

ment by parents in
their kids.  When they
pick them up, they see
that they are more
confident and inde-
pendent,” says Sparks
at Kanakuk.  “Parents
see that new friend-
ships have developed.
They see spiritual
growth in their kids.
When they see this, it
has been a successful
camp experience.”
For kids attending a day camp not fo-

cused on spiritual themes, it means the
child returning home with a renewed
love for learning, an interest in some-
thing totally unexpected by the parents
and which may not have been nour-
ished if it were not for a summer expe-

rience.

INTENTIONAL PURPOSE
  All of the camp directors shared that

it’s about intentionality. Realizing that
you may have this child just one sum-
mer and that a connection needs to be
made whether it is encouraging a nur-
turing a sprouting faith, or encouraging
an interest in something not available in
their regular environment. 

“It really is the in-
tentionality,” says
Sparks. “There have
been 300,000 campers
come through our
program.  We are in-
tentional in small
things, activities, and
safety and most im-
portantly, spirituality,”
For Matt Garcia at

Lakewood, kids are
intentional in what
they want to experi-
ence. 
“What are the goals

of camp for kids?”
asks Garcia.  “There

are three things that kids want:  to have

fun, learn something new, and make
friends.  Its the same goal whether they
are 10 or 16–just different experiences.
If they do those three things, I feel that
the kids had a great summer.”
For Coats and Camp Eagle Summit

the intentionality affects all activities
from fun to seeing Christ. “We want to
share the Word of God–even over a
popsicle!”
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CONCERTS
GIRL TALK WITH CHONDA PIERCE. May 1, 7pm.  First Bap-
tist Church Raytown, 10500 East 350 Highway, Raytown, MO
64138.  $18-$25.  855-223-1008.
THE FREEMANS. May 1, 7pm.  First Christian Church (Disci-
ples of Christ), 2151 S Jefferson St., Kearney, MO 64060.  816-
628-6653.
BETTMAN AND HALPIN, AND MATT OLIPHAN. May 3,
doors open at 7:30pm.  FireEscape Coffeehouse, 126 W Main,
Chanute, KS.  $5 for all ages.  www.fireescape.net or 620-431-
5815. 
NEEDTOBREATHE. May 15.  Uptown Theater, 3700 Broad-
way, Kansas City, MO  (816) 753-8665

SWEET SPIRIT & FRIENDS MUSIC OUTREACH. May 17,
Food 6pm & Music 7pm.  Moment of Truth Bible Baptist
Church, 310 Randolph Rd., Claycomo, MO 64119.  Special
Guests: The Chamber Family.  816-453-7547.
GIRL TALK WITH CHONDA PEIRCE WITH SPECIAL GUEST
NATHAN TASKER. May 18, 6pm.  Ramada Oasis Convention
Center, 2546 North Glenstone Avenue, Springfield, MO 65803.
Don’t miss your chance to see the “Queen of Clean” comedy!
855-223-1008.
FREEDOM QUARTET. May 22, 7pm.  First Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ), 2151 S Jefferson St., Kearney, MO 64060.
816-628-6653.
POTLUCK & JAM. May 23, 6:30pm.  Northland Christian

Church, 6120 NE 48th St., KCMO.  Spon. by Mo-Kan Gospel
Music Assoc.  Bring food & a song to sing for the Lord.  jak-
ensh@embarqmail.com
UNPLUGGED. May 30, 6:30pm.  Arise Ministries, 4845 Nor-
fleet, Indep., MO.  We get in a circle and play (unplugged) in-
struments & sing to the Lord.  Spon. by Mo-Kan Gospel Music
Assoc.  jakensh@embarqmail.com.
TIM LOVELACE. June 5, 7pm.  First Christian Church (Disci-
ples of Christ), 2151 S Jefferson St., Kearney, MO 64060.  816-
628-6653.
MUSIC & MADNESS WITH MARK LOWRY + THE MAR-
TINS.  June 6, 7pm.  College Church of the Nazarene, 2020
East Sheridan, Olathe, KS.  $18-$25.  855-223-1008.
PHIL & PAM MORGAN NEW CD RELEASE CONCERT. June
21, 7pm.  First Baptist Church, 2 NE Douglas, Lee’s Summit,
MO.  816-525-0700.

BIG DADDY WEAVE IN CONCERT. June 22, 6pm.  Lenexa
Baptist Church, 15320 W 87th Street Parkway, Lenexa, KS.  $15
or $20.  913-599-6447.

SOUTHERN GOSPEL
(CALL FOR GROUPS)
SWEET SPIRIT & FRIENDS OUTREACH. May 17, food at
6pm & music at 7pm.  Moment of Truth Bible Baptist Church,
310 South Randolph Rd., Claycomo, MO.  sweetspiritand-
friends.webs.com/
ALPHA OMEGA CHRISTIAN MUSIC ASSOCIATION
MONTHLY MEETING, PRAYER, DEVOTION, POTLUCK
AND JAM. First Friday 7pm.  10035 E. Westport Rd., Indep.,
MO 64052.  
MO-KAN GOSPEL MUSIC ASSOCIATION POTLUCK AND
JAM.  Fourth Friday (except for Nov. & Dec. when we meet
on the 3rd Fri.).  Northland Christian Church, 6120 NE 48th
St., KCMO.   913-432-0359.
PENTECOSTAL TABERNACLE CHURCH, Second Saturday,
6pm.  341 S. 72nd St., Kansas City, KS 66111.  Praise and Wor-
ship songs of Zion.  913-334-1009.
CGMA NW MO CHAPTER MEETING, GOSPEL MUSIC AND
POTLUCK. Second Saturday, Faith Assembly of God Church,
South 13 Hwy, Polo, MO.  Travel North on I-35 North, go North
of Liberty to the Polo/Lathrop Exit.  Turn right onto116 Hwy.
Go 12 miles to 13 Hwy.  Turn left and go ¼ mile.
pegcla@msn.com.
MOMENT OF TRUTH BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH. Third Sat-
urday in January, May, September & November, 7pm.  310
Randolph Rd, Claycomo, MO.  Gospel music sing.  816-452-
4426.
RADIANT LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD. Last Sunday, 6:30 p.m.
Hwy. 33, Kearney, MO.  Open mike.  Gospel sing.  
GOSPEL JAMBOREE. Second Thursday, 7 p.m.  Life Christian
Center, 1650 E Langsford Road, Lee’s Summit, MO.  816-878-
4694.   
PARADISE BAPTIST CHURCH. 2nd Sunday, 6 p.m.  Pot luck
dinner at 5 p.m.  Paradise Missouri.  816-591-1020.

CLASSES, SEMINARS, 
CONFERENCES
SACRED RELATIONSHIPS WEEKEND. May 2-4.  Pleasant
Valley Church, 1600 North 291 Highway, Liberty, MO 64068.
Speakers:  Gary Thomas.  Featuring Sacred Marriage, Sacred
Parenting & Sacred Search.  816-781-5959.
STAND UP! MEN’S CONFERENCE “STANDING FIRM IN
THE FAITH.” May 3, 9am-5pm.  Calvary Bible College, 15800
Calvary Rd., KCMO 64147.  $15/person, includes lunch & din-
ner.  Ages 13 & up.  This conference will be a platform for older
men to gather and encourage younger men about manhood,
examining issues and what genuine manhood looks like from
a Biblical perspective.  
MIKE KEYES.   May 4, 10:30 & 6:00pm.  Church on the Rock
Outreach Center, 1700 SW Market St, Lee's Summit, MO.
Apostle/Missionary to the Philippines.  816-246-7625 or visit
cotroc.org for more information.
AVOID PROBATE SEMINARS. May 6 & 22, 7pm.  Lewis Liv-
ing Trust Center, 700 NE Langsford Rd., Lee’s Summit, MO.
Free.  816-524-3200.
ALL ABOUT WORSHIP CONFERENCE. May 7-10.  Lord of
Life, 3105 W. 135th St., Leawood, KS.  Featuring Michael Far-
ren, Dustin Smith, Wisdom Moon, Jaye Thomas, Amber
Rhoads, Craig Dunnagan, & other.  A unique conference for
worship leaders and teams, especially serving in church of
under 1,000 attendees.  AllAboutWorshipConference.com
FIBROMYALGIA SUPPORT GROUP MEETING. May 8, 7-
8:30pm.  Countryside Christian Church, 6101 Nall, Mission KS.
Tips and techniques for dealing with sleep, pain and other
symptoms.  For more info call 913-384-4673.
50 WOMEN IN GREY. May 9, 7pm.  House of Refuge Family
Worship Center, 10816 Hillcrest Rd., KCMO.  816-512-1124.
WYCLIFFE BIBLE TRANSLATION. May 10, 6pm.  The Clar-
ion Hotel Sports Complex, 4011 Blue Ridge Cut-Off, KCMO,
64113.  Speaker: Robert Harmon.  888-599-7551.
BUILDING BETTER MOMS.  May 11.  Building Better moms
(BBM) registration for the 2014-15 school year will open during
Mother’s Day weekend! Enjoy fellowship and fun with moms
who can relate to your daily joys and challenges.  Relevant
discussion will meet you where you’re at as a mom, a woman,
and a friend.  Groups include moms with children newborn
through 20 something.  Both daytime and evening group op-
tions at the Leawood and West campus.  Visit
www.cor.org/bbm
ELIEZER BRAUN. May 14, 7pm.  Colonial Presbyterian
Church, Terrace Room, 9500 Wornall Rd., KCMO.  Spon. by
Ministries of New Life.  Eliezer Braun has authored a book ti-
tled Bridging the Gap regarding the truth behind the 2000-
year separation between Jews and the Church.  913-383-3222.
THE GATHERING CONFERENCE. May 16, 7pm & May 17,
10am.  House of Refuge Family Worship Center, 10816 Hillcrest
Rd., KCMO 64134.  816-512-1124.
ABORTION RECOVERY HER CHOICE TO HEAL CLASS. Be-
ginning in June, this 9-week class is a service of If Not For
Grace Ministries www.infg.org.  For more information contact
Jama at jedlund@infg.org
ABORTION RECOVERY RECONCILIATION WEEKEND.
June 6-8.  This healing retreat is presented by If Not For Grace
Ministries.  www.infg.org.  For more information contact Jama
at jedlund@infg.org.
VICTORY SOCCER CAMP. June 9-13, 9am-12pm.  Colonial
Presbyterian Church, 12501 W. 137th St., OPKS.  $89 per
camper and they each receive a ball, camp t-shirt and surprise
give away.  www.victoryinsoccer.org/camps2014.php
ENCOUNTER CONFERENCE. June 20, 7pm – June 22,
1:30pm.  Speakers: Steve Gray, Dustin Smith & Isaiah Saldivar.
World Revival Church, 9900 View High Dr., KCMO 64134.
www.worldrevivalchurch.com
YOUTH DANCE INTENSIVE 2014. June 23-27, 9am-2pm.
Dramatic Truth School of the Arts, 10510 Grandview Rd.,
KCMO 64137.  816-767-9222.   For boys and girls ages 8-11.  Stu-
dents will receive 3 classes per day along with morning de-
votions, and afternoon times of worship.  Classes include
ballet, contemporary, choreography, and stage presence.  
THRIVE, 2014 MIDWEST SOUTH REGIONAL CONFER-
ENCE.  June 23-25.  Vineyard Church of Overland Park, 8301
Lamar Ave., OPKS 66207.  $70/individual,  $130/couple.
Speakers: Phil Strout and Mark Warner.  Featuring musical
guest: The Neverclaim.  
FAITH MINISTRIES 2014 WORLD CONFERENCE – MORE
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THAN ENOUGH. June 23-26, daytime sessions begin at
9:30am & preregistration is required;  evening sessions begin
at 7pm and will be open to the public.  Faith Ministries, 12222
Blue Ridge Ext., Grandview, MO 64030.  Speaker include:
Dave & Bonnie Duell, Dennis & Denise Capra, Ed & Mona
Shirley and Dan & Nancy Thompson; Worship by Juli Perry &
Band!  www.fmin.org.  
5-DAY CLUB PRESENTATION. June 24 – Aug. 9.  Available
club times are: 10:30am, 1pm, 3:30pm & 6:30pm.  Presented
by Child Evangelism Fellowship.  816-358-1138.
VICTORY SOCCER CAMP. June 30 – July 4, 8am-11am.
Pleasant Lea Middle School, 630 SW Persels Rd, Lee’s Summit,
MO.  $89 per camper; each receive a ball, camp t-shirt and
surprise give away.  www.victoryinsoccer.org/camps2014.php
2014 WORSHIP DANCE INTENSIVE. July 27-Aug. 8.  Dra-
matic Truth, 1015 Grandview Rd., KCMO.  Guest instructors in-
clude:  Liz Drimmel, Ian Poulis, Durell Comedy & Fabiana
Poulis.  dramatictruth.org or 816-767-9222.
POSITIVE AGING EXPO. Aug. 14, 9am-3pm.  Jewish Com-
munity Campus, 5801 W. 115th St., OPKS.  Free; lunch will be
available to purchase.  This free expo is geared to exposing
the community to all the programs, services, activities and
resources for positive, purposeful aging and keeping one’s
self happy, healthy and active.  Annarose Ingarra-Milch, an
expert on positive aging, will be the keynote speaker.  Call
Dawn Herbet at JFS, 913-327-8239 or Monica Burgin at
Catholic Charities, 816-659-8259

SPECIAL CHURCH EVENTS
NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER. May 1.  Various locations
throughout KC.  www.nationaldayofprayer.org
ODESSA NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER BREAKFAST. May
1, 6:45am-7:30am.  The Crown, 7411 Outer Road, Odessa, MO.
A multimedia event with music, dance and video supporting
our petitions.  Breakfast is served immediately following.  816-
204-7125.
SPRING GIAN GARAGE SALE AND MOPS BAKE SALE.
May 1, 7:30am-5pm & May 2, 7:30am-3:30pm.  Lord of Life
Lutheran Church, 3105 W. 135th St., Leawood, KS.  All items
will be half price on Friday.  300 families have donated to this
sale.  The sale benefits church missions and ministries.  913-
681-5167.
ANNUAL CARNATION SALE FOR MOTHER’S DAY. Place
your order by Friday, May 2.  Missouri Right to Life offers
beautiful long-stemmed carnations for a minimum donation
of $1 per bloom as our annual fundraiser.  You may order
them to give or sell to your congregation to honor all mothers.
Your participation in the event funds our educational and leg-
islative efforts on behalf of sanctity of life issues.  It also pro-
vides a nine-month salary for the pro-life staff in the MRL –
Western Region office.  Pick up at various locations.  816-353-
4113.
COUPLES NIGHT OUT. May 2, 7-9:30pm.  Impact Fellowship
Church, 12011 W. 127th St, Overland Park, KS.  $20/ticket GA;
$35/ticket VIP.  VIP Tickets included reserved seating, meet-
and-greet and DVD.  www.GesturesOfGenerosity.com or 913-
897-4338.
SPRING ACTING RECITAL. May 3, 7pm.  Liberty Chapel at
Calvary Bible College, 15800 Calvary Road, KCMO.  816-322-
0110.
COUPLES NIGHT OUT. May 3, 7-9:30pm.  Cornerstone
Church of Blue Springs, 301 SE County Rd. AA, Blue Springs,
MO.  $20/ticket GA; $35/ticket VIP.  VIP Tickets included re-
served seating, meet-and-greet and DVD.  www.GesturesOf-
Generosity.com or 816-228-1979.
IF NOT FOR GRACE VOLUNTEER ORIENTATION. May 3.
Please email Jama Edlund (jedlund@infg.org) if you would
like more information or to register for the event.  816-847-
2911.
BIKERS WITH A MISSION. May 4.  Spon. by City Union Mis-
sion.
SALVATION ARMY 2014 CIVIC LUNCHEON. May 8, 12-
1:30pm.  Sheraton Kansas City Hotel at Crown Center, 2345
McGee St., KCMO 64108.  Speaker Laura Bush.  
2014 WALK FOR LIFE. May 10, 8:30am Registration and
Warm-up, 9am Prayer and Walk Begin.  Foxhill Medical Build-
ing, 4601 W. 109th at 435 and Roe, Overland Park, KS.  Less
than 2 miles.  Family activities including face painting, balloon
animals, music food and prayer.  913-962-0200.
LOVE'S OUTREACH COMMUNITY FOOD DISTRIBUTION.
May 10, 11am-12:30pm.  Church on the Rock Outreach Center,
1700 SW Market St, Lee's Summit, MO. Free food for families
in need. Valid ID and proof of residency necessary to partic-
ipate.   816-246-7625 or visit cotroc.org for more information.

KINDERGARTEN GRADUATION AND K-8TH GRADE
VOCAL AND BAND SPRING CONCERT. May 12, 6:30pm.
Plaza Heights Christian Academy, 1500 SW Clark Road, Blue
Springs, MO 64015.  816-228-0670.
LITTLE LIONS PRESCHOOL SPRING PROGRAM. May 15,
6:3pm.  Plaza Heights Christian Academy, 1500 SW Clark
Road, Blue Springs, MO 64015.  816-228-0670.
11TH ANNUAL GOLF TOURNAMENT. May 16.  Eagles’ Land-
ing Golf Course, Belton, MO.  Benefits Missouri Right to Life
Western Region.  816-353-4113.
HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION CEREMONIES. May 18, 6pm.
Heights Christian Academy, 1500 SW Clark Road, Blue
Springs, MO 64015.  816-228-0670.
THE LEGACY BALL. May 24, 6-8pm.  Our Lady of Lourdes,
2700 E Mechanic Street, Harrisonville, MO 64701.  An event
for mothers and sons and fathers and daughters.  Light re-
freshments will be served.  Admission $15.  All proceeds will
be donated to Aaron’s House Maternity Home.  816-738-1602.
FCA MEN’S GOLF CLASSIC. May 27, 10am Registration,
12pm Shotgun Start.  16750 Country Club Drive, Village of
Loch Lloyd, MO.  800-289-0909.
12TH ANNUAL ROD ROGERS MEMORIAL GOLF TOUR-
NEY. June 6.  Dub’s Dread Golf Course, KCKS.  Benefitting KU
Cancer Center & Cander Action.  Wcall5341@ail.com or 913-
461-8527.
CALVARY’S 13TH ANNUAL GOLF TOURNAMENT. June 6,

check-in at 10:30am and shotgun starts at 12pm.  Eagle’s
Landing Golf Course, Belton, MO.  Registration is $100 for an
individual or $400 for a team of four.  Prizes will be awarded.
Lunch will be provided by Belton Hy-Vee and dinner by Af-
fordable Elegance.  Dinner and awards are scheduled for
5:30pm.  816-322-0110.
MOTHER’S REFUGE BENEFIT SALE. Set up and donation
drop off June 9-10, 8am-6pm; Benefit sale June 11-13, 8am-
6pm & June 14, 8am-1pm.  Sale held at Nativity of Mary
Catholic Church, 10010 E. 40 Highway, Indep., MO.  
2014 WALK FOR LIFE. June 28.  Frank A. Theis Park.  Join
us for our first Rachel House Walk for Life!  Walkers of all ages
are encouraged to participate in a family friendly celebration
of life.  Register as an individual or team and make an impact
on the culture of life in Kansas City.   rachelhousefriends.org
20TH ANNUAL PRO-LIFE GOLF CLASSIC. June 30, 12:00
noon shotgun start.  Shadow Glen Golf Club, Olathe, KS.  Non-
Refundable Registration Fee; $330 per golfer.  Spon. by Vitae
Foundation.  Register: www.vitaefoundation.org or 800-393-
5791.
FAITH AND FAMILY NIGHT. July 26, 6:10pm.  Kauffman Sta-
dium, One Royal Way, KCMO 64129.  1-800-6ROYALS.

FINE ARTS
“THE-A-LONE RANGER!” Through May 11, Saturdays at
7:30pm & Sundays at 3:30pm.  9601 Metcalf, in the Metcalf
South Shopping Center, OPKS.  Presented by Martin City Melo-
drama.  913-642-7576.
“AESOP’S AMAZING FABLES!” Through May 17, various
show times.  Metcalf South Shopping Center, 9601 Metcalf
Ave., OPKS 66212.  Presented by Martin City, Jr.  913-642-7576. 
ROADS OF ARABIA: ARCHAEOLOGY AND HISTORY OF
THE KINGDOM OF SAUDI ARABIA. Through July 6.  The
Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art, 4525 Oak Street, KCMO.  Tick-
eted exhibition.  816-751-1278.
“FOLLIES.” May 1, 2 & 3, 7:30pm; May 4, 2pm.  The Barn
Players, 6219 Martway, Mission, KS.  Tickets $18.  Presented
by The Barn Players.  800-838-3006.
“SOUNDS OF BROADWAY.” May 4, 6pm.  Nativity of Mary
Parish, 10017 E. 36th Terr., Indep., MO.  Admission free, and
donations will gladly be accepted.  The Jacomo Chorale is a
not for profit organization.  
CINDERELLA .  May 9, 10, 16 & 17, 7:30pm; May 11, 17 & 18,
2pm.  Kauffman Center, 1601 Broadway, KCMO.  Featuring the
Kansas City Symphony.  Presented by KCBALET.ORG  816-944-
7222.
HERCULES.  May 15, 10am (School Day) & 7pm (Family Day);
May 16, 7pm, May 17, 2pm & 7pm, May 18, 2pm.  Goppert The-
ater Avila University, 11901 Wornall Rd., KCMO 64145.

www.cytkc.org or 913-681-3318.
WOMEN OF NOTE(S).  May 15, 7pm.  Helzberg Hall,
Kauffman Center for the Performing Arts, 1601
Broadway, KCMO.  Presented by the Kansas City Sym-
phony.  816-994-7222.
THE LEGEND OF POCAHONTAS.  May 15, 10am
(School Day) & 7pm (Family Day); May 16, 7pm, May
17, 2pm & 7pm, May 18, 2pm.  Bell Cultural Events
Center, MidAmerica Nazarene, 2030 East College
Way, Olathe, KS.  www.cytkc.org or 913-681-3318.
“EULENSPIEGEL CIRCUS.” May 24, 11am & 2pm.
Puppetry Arts Institute, 11025 E. Winner Rd., Indep.,
MO 64052.  $5 per person.  
“CINDERELLA – KIDS.” June 17, 18 & 19, 7:30pm.
Barn Players Theatre, 6219 Martway, Mission, KS.
The production follows a summer theatre workshop
for the children where they learned about theatre
and stage presentations.  Rated “G”.  $5 per person.
1-800-838-3006.

FAMILY OUTINGS
“WINSTON CHURCHILL:  THE ARTIST.” Through Jul. 31,
10am-4pm, Mon.-Sat.  Hallmark Visitors Center, 2450 Grand
Blvd., KCMO 64108.  816-274-3613.
THE DISCOVERY OF KING TUT. Through Sept. 7.  Union
Station, 300 W. Pershing, KCMO.  The exhibit will feature a
total of 1,000 breathtaking reproductions that were scien-
tifically and expertly hand-crafted over five years by leading
Egyptian artisans.  816-460-6TUT.
“FOR ALL THE WORLD TO SEE:  VISUAL CULTURE AND
THE STRUGGLE FOR CIVIL RIGHTS.” Through May 25.
Curry Hall, William Jewell College, Liberty, MO.  Co-organized
by The Center for Art, Design, and Visual Culture and the
National Museum of African-American History and Culture,
Smithsonian Institution.  816-415-5223.
SKILLBUILDERS. May 1 – Summer Car Care; May 8 – Estate
Planning & Legan Issues; May 15 – Home Computer & Mobile
Device Care; May 22 – Remembrance & Memorial.  9:45-
10am Coffee, Meet, Greet, Support.  10-11:50am Program.
Tomahawk Ridge Community Center, 11902 Lowell Boule-
vard, Overland Park, KS.  Although classes are designed for
widowed persons, anyone may attend.  No pre-registration
is necessary.  There is no charge to attend.  Spon. by Heart-

land Widowed Persons Service.  913-648-1520.
BROOKSIDE ART ANNUAL. May 2, 5-9pm; May 3,
10am-9pm; May 4, 11am-5pm.  63rd and Brookside,

between Main St. & Wornall, KCMO.  816-523-5553.
SKILLBUILDERS. May 6 – Estate Planning & Legal Issues;
May 13 – Home Computer & Mobile Device Care; May 20 –
Remembrance & Memorial.  9:45-10am Coffee, Meet, Greet,
Support. 10-11:50am program.  The Palmer Center, Craft
Room, 218A North Pleasant, Indep., MO.  Although classes
are designed for widowed persons, anyone may attend.  No
pre-registration is necessary.  There is no charge to attend.
Spon. by Heartland Widowed Persons Service.  913-648-
1520.
SKILLBUILDERS. May 6 – Home Security & Personal
Safety; may 13 – Estate Planning & Legal Issues; May 20 –
Remembrance & Memorial.  9:30-9:45am Coffee, Meet,
Greet, Support.  9:45-11:20am Program.  Platte County Re-
source Center, Board Room, 11724 NW Plaza Circle, KCMO
64153.  Although classes are designed for widowed persons,
anyone may attend.  No pre-registration is necessary.  There
is no charge to attend.  Spon. by Heartland Widowed Per-
sons Service.  913-648-1520.
NATIONAL TRAIN DAY. May 10, 10am-6pm, Free Train
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Rides; 10am-2pm, Giant Inflatable Train, Face Painting, Live
Music with Rockin Rob, Refreshments available for sale;
2pm-4pm, 2 for 1 Ice Skating at Line Creek Community Cen-
ter.  Frank Vaydik Park, NW 60th Street & NW Waukomis,
KCMO.  www.kcparks.org
MOTHER’S DAY AT THE KC ZOO. May 11, 9:30am.  6800
Zoo Dr., KCMO.  Moms will receive FREE admission on
Mother’s Day.  The treats don’t stop there!  Moms will get a
voucher for a free sweet treat redeemable at any Zoo con-
cession stand.  816-285-3689.
BANK OF AMERICA CELEBRATION AT THE STATION.
May 25, 8pm.  Union Station Kansas City, 30 W Pershing
Rd., KCMO 64108.  The Kansas City Symphony performs pa-
triotic favorites against the backdrop of KC’s historic Union
Station fireworks display.  816-471-0400.
DAY OUT WITH THOMAS. May 30-June 1 & June 6-8.  Mid-
land Railway, 1515 High Street, Baldwin City, KS 66006.
866-468-7630
KOSHERFEST. June 1, 11am-5pm.  Congregation Ohev
Sholom, 5311 West 75th St., Prairie Village, KS 66208.
KosherFest is a community event that celebrates Jewish
food traditions, culture and practice.  913-642-6460.
OLD SHAWNEE DAYS. June 5-8, 6-10pm, Thu.-Fri.; 11am-
10pm, Sat.; 11:30am-6pm, Sun.  Shawnee Town, 11600
Johnson Dr., Shawnee, KS 66203.  Old Shawnee Days offers
a whole array of free weekend-long entertainment your en-
tire family can enjoy.  913-631-6545.
BREAKFAST AT THE BINGHAM. June 7, 7am-10am.  Bing-

ham-Waggoner Estate, 313 W Pacific Avenue, Indep., MO.
Come hungry and leave well fed!  Musical entertainment:
The Pheasant Pluckers. Advance Tickets Required -- $9.  816-
461-3491.

18th  ANNAUL ECHOES OF THE TRAIL GATHERING.
June 12 – 15.  Fort Scott, KS.  It begins with a trail ride on the
Tucker Ranch! Besides the trail ride, there will be something
for everyone: a cowboy poet and singer contest, a kids’ cow-
boy poetry contest, a pie baking contest, and plenty of the
cowboy poets and balladeers you love, a chuck wagon, and
a real, old fashioned wagon train, plus all sorts of wonderful
western items for sale. And don’t forget Sunday morning
Cowboy Church and chuck wagon breakfast.  www.echoe-
softhetrail.com.

MONTHLY MEETINGS
BUILDING BETTER MOMS.  The United Methodist Church
of the Resurrection, 13720 Roe Ave., Leawood, KS.  For local
mothers of children in early childhood, elementary school,
middle school, high school, and for single moms, with both
day and evening meeting times available at the Leawood
campus.  www.cor.org  913-897-0120.
WEEKLY - CHRISTIAN BUSINESS MEN’S COMMITTEE
meets weekly in various parts of the city. Call Jim Mathis, 913-
269-6709, for time and location. 

WEEKLY – FAITH BASED 12-STEP PROGRAM OF RECOV-
ERY FROM COMPULSIVE OVEREATNG. Call Overeater’s
Anonymous 913-383-5933 or visit www.kansascityoa.org for
more information and to access the schedule of various meet-
ings in the metro area.  
MONTHLY - MISSOURI RIGHT TO LIFE CHAPTERS 816-
353-4113; KANSANS FOR LIFE CHAPTERS 913-268-8486.
SUNDAYS - DIVORCECARE AND DIVORCECARE4KIDS.6-
7:30 P.M.  Help for those going through or having gone
through divorce.  Timothy Lutheran Church, 425 NW RD Mize
Road, Blue Springs, MO.  816-228-5300.  
2ND  & 4TH SUN. –METRO CITIZEN’S COALITION, 2:30
pm. Trails West Library, 11401 E. 23rd, Independence, MO.
Free. Open to public. Rear parking & entrance. 816-781-6394.
MON. - JOB TERMINATION SUPPORT GROUP. 7PM.
Christ’s Church, 5500 W, 91st St., (91st & Nall), OPKS.  If you’ve
been laid off or terminated and are looking for peer support
please join us.  We pray for each other and are doing readings
from “Battlefield of the Mind”.  913-648-2271.
1ST MON. – CHRISTIAN BUSINESS CONNECTIONS NET-
WORK.  9am.  Country Club Café, 21911 W. 66th St., Shawnee,
KS 66226.  913-441-2444.
2ND & 4TH   MON. - MOPS, 9:30 a.m. MOPS.First Baptist
Raytown, 10500 E 350 Highway, Raytown, MO  Support
groups for mothers of preschool-aged children.  Offers cre-
ative activities, social events & learning opportunities.  816-
353-1994.  
2ND & 4TH MON. - JOB LOSS SUPPORT. 9-10am.  Holy
Cross Lutheran Church, 7851 W. 119th St., OPKS.  913-381-1285.
TUES. – FEAR NOT SUPPORT GROUP. 7pm.  New Summit
Presbyterian Church, 1800 NE Independence Ave., Lee’s Sum-
mit, MO.  Support group for anxiety and depression.  
TUES. – CELEBRATE RECOVERY. 7pm.  Holy Cross Lutheran
Church, 7851 W. 119th St., OPKS.  Christ centered 12-step pro-
gram for anyone struggling with any type of hurt, compul-
sion, addiction or dysfunctional behavior is welcome.
913-449-7265.
TUES. - HURT, HABIT OR HANG-UP. 7pm.  Holy Cross
Lutheran Church, 7851 W. 119th St., OPKS.  913-449-7265.
TUES. - CHRISTIAN MUSIC NIGHT. 7 - 9 pm.  Skate World,
I-35 & Shawnee Mission Parkway, Mission, KS.  913-262-0711.  
1ST TUES. - CREATION SCIENCE ASSN. FOR MID-AMER-
ICA, 7 p.m., Westbrooke Church, 9777 Antioch, OPKS.  Nurs-
ery available for fee.  “Creation Safari’s”. www.csama.org for

more info. Res. req. 816-618-3610. 
1ST & 3RD TUESDAY. - GRIEFSHARE. 7-8:30pm.  Timothy
Lutheran Ministries, 425 NW RD Mize Rd., Blue Springs, MO.
816-228-5300.
1ST & 3RD TUESDAY.  MOPS & MOMS NEXT. 10am.
Roanoke Baptist Church, 3950 Wyoming St., KCMO.  Call or
email Bo Price for info. pastor@roanokebaptist.org or 816-
561-4932.
2ND TUES. - CHRISTIAN BUSINESS CONNECTIONS NET-
WORK.  1:30pm.  East Side Baptist Church, 19901 E. 78 Hwy,
Indep., MO 64057.  816-796-0955.
2ND TUESDAY, 6:30 p.m.  MOPS. Emmanuel Baptist
Church, 10100 Metcalf Ave., OPKS.  913-649-0900.
2ND & 4TH TUESDAY.  “WINGS OF HOPE.” Blue Springs
Christian Church, 7920 S. 7 Hwy, Blue Springs, MO.  A Christian
based ministry to provide support for families grieving loss
through miscarriage or infant death, because every life mat-
ters.  Email:  wingsofhope@bscc.org 816-210-4594.
2ND & 4TH TUESDAY, 9 a.m.  MOPS.  Emmanuel Baptist
Church, 10100 Metcalf Ave., OPKS.  913-649-0900
TUES. & THURS., 7:30-11:30AM. Life Perks Coffee House,
inside First Baptist Church, 125 N. Armstrong, Pleasant Hill,
MO.  816-540-5872.
WEEKLY – LIVING FREE, CHRIST-CENTERED 12 STEP
PROGRAM. Every Wednesday, Room 6, 6:30-8:15.  Abun-
dant Life Baptist Church, 414 SW Persels, LS, MO.  816-554-
8181.
WEDNESDAYS – GRIEFSHARE. 6:30pm.  Summit Woods
Baptist Church, 2501 SE Shenandoah Dr., Lee’s Summit, MO
64063.  A ministry that assists those who have suffered loss
through the death of a loved one.  816-525-8215.
WEDNESDAYS - BREAK TIME CLUB. 9:30am-2:30pm.
Timothy Lutheran Church, 425 NW R.D. Mize Rd., Blue Springs,
MO 64014.  Enriching environment for older adults with men-
tal and/or physical limitation.  $10 donation.  816-228-5300.
WEDNESDAYS - AL-ANON FAMILY GROUP. 11:30am-
12:30pm.  601 E. Oak St., Pleasant Hill, MO (please use North
basement entrance off Myrtle Street).  Are you troubled by
someone else’s drinking?
WEDNESDAYS - 6:30 p.m. – CELEBRATE RECOVERY at
First Baptist Raytown, 100500 E. 350 Hwy., Raytown, MO.
Please enter through the rock entrance. Meet in room B-116.
For info call: 816-778-1156 or www.firstbaptistraytown.com 
WEDNESDAYS – CATCH THE FIRE SOAKING PRAYER
CENTER.  7-9pm.  816-804-8283.
WEDNESDAYS – DELIVERANCE – BREAKING CURSES
WORKSHOP. First Love Ministries Church, 4747 Hadley St.,
Overland Park.  7 p.m.  913-403-9644.  Call Tues. – Fri. after
1 p.m.  
2ND WED. – LEE’S SUMMIT WOMEN’S PRAYER CONNEC-
TION.  9 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.  In a comfortable setting, we get
to know each other better and take time to pray (silently or
audibly) for our nation, families, Lee’s Summit Women’s Con-
nection, and our national organization. Call Millie Mathews
for meeting location: 816-537-9898.
3RD WED. - CHRISTIAN BUSINESS CONNECTIONS NET-
WORK.  3pm.  Gusto! Coffee, 3390 SW Fascination Dr., Lee’s
Summit, MO 64081.  816-767-1100.
4TH  WED - SOUTH KANSAS CITY AGLOW. 9:30 a.m.
Grandview Assembly of God Church, 12400 Grandview Rd.,
Grandview, MO.  816-761-5739.  
LAST WED.  CHRISTIAN LEGAL SOCIETY LUNCHEON.
Noon.   Levy & Craig, 1301 Oak, KCMO.  First time guest free.
$10.  816-559-2173.
THURS. - HEALING SERVICES. 7 p.m.  Christian Assembly
of God Church, 17310 E 40 Hwy., Independence, MO.  Spon.
by Royal Priesthood Global Ministries.  816-220-1914. If you
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WWhhaatt iiff ~~
What if I cared how my horse felt?

What if I cared what type of leader I was for him?
What if I needed to give him boundaries to learn a better way to be?

What if I needed to allow discomfort occasionally so he could experience what his own decisions created?
What if he continued to look away for ‘something’ better and I drew him closer to me?

What if I understood his body language and gained his trust?
No yelling, no screaming, no anger?

What if my goal was to have his life be all that God created him to be?
What if that leader is you?

What if that horse is your child?
What if you helped your child bring glory to Jesus in their life?  

��
�	��������	�
����
��������������
�
����
��

�������
�
��������	
������������

At Returning Glory we have been helping 
horses and hearts learn a better way to be.
~ a better way so our lives could reveal His glory.
We are so thankful for the years Chris Irwin walked
with horses to bring a better way to be.
We look forward to his return trip in the fall to lead
us into deeper places for healing.

SEPT

7TH
RO
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H

THE DISCOVERY OF KING TUT AT UNION STATION, 300 WEST PERSHING, KCMO.

We have the area's best selection of plants and outdoor pottery. 

Stores all over the KC Metro
www.kawvalleygreenhouses.com

WORLD’S BEST PLANTS!



need encouragement or prayer, you are welcome!
THURSDAYS.  PARENTS OF PRODIGALS. 7pm.  Pleasant
Valley Baptist Church, I-35 & 291, Liberty, MO.  Free and open
to the community.  Support group for parents of children of
any age who have strayed from God and/or family.  816-781-
5959.
THURSDAYS.  DEPRESSION, ANXIETY, BIPOLAR SUP-
PORT GROUP. 7pm.  Pleasant Valley Baptist, 1600 N. 291
Hwy, Liberty, MO.  816-781-5959.
THURSDAYS.  CELEBRATE RECOVERY MEETING. 7-9pm.
Life Church, 16111 S. Lone Elm Rd., Olathe, KS  66062.  913-
829-7511.  
THURSDAYS.  REAL MEN ROCK. 7-8:30pm.  Vineyard
Church, 9777 Antioch Rd., OPKS.  We will have a sign with a
phone # on the front door if you arrive after 7pm.
www.ourchurch.com/member/r/REAL_Men_Rock/.  913-636-
1862.
1ST THURS. - MOMS IN ACTION. Abundant Life Baptist
Church, Room 1, 414 SW Persles Rd., Lee’s Summit, MO.  A
group of encouraging Moms getting together to grow and
serve Christ.  7-9pm.  albcmomsinaction@gmail.com.
1ST THURS. -  CITYWIDE PRAYER MOVEMENT. Colonial
Presbyterian Church, 9500 Wornall Rd., KCMO,  7:00 a.m.
816-217-5679.
1ST THURS. – HEART OF AMERICA CHRISTIAN WRITERS’
NETWORK (HACWN). Evangel Temple, 1414 E 103rd St.,
KCMO.  $3 members, $5 nonmembers.  Evangel Temple-816-
942-1414.
1ST & 3RD THURS. - NEW HOPE CANCER SUPPORT
GROUP.  6:30-8:30pm.  Liberty Manor Baptist Church, Birm-
ingham Rd., Liberty, MO.  This group offers a safe and confi-
dential environment to share your hope, struggles, and
feelings of your cancer journey with others who understand.
816-217-5813.
2ND THURS. - FIBROMYALGIA/CFS SUPPORT GROUP
MEETINGS. 10:15-11:45AM, Countryside Christian Church,
6101 Nall Ave., Mission, KS.  www.fibrocoalition.org  913-384-
4673.
2ND & 4TH THURS.  MOPS. 9 a.m. - 11:15 a.m.  (Mothers of
Preschoolers) Overland Park First Assembly of God, 7700 W
75th Street, OP, KS.  A relaxed time of fellowship, encourage-
ment, and support for mothers of children from infants to
kindergarten.  Childcare provided.  Brunch served.  RSVP ap-
prec. 913-432-3281 or opagmops@gmail.com
2ND & 4TH THURS. - ARCHDIOCESAN CHARISMATIC
PRAYER GROUP. 7:30 pm at Cure of Ars,  Vianney Center,
9401 Mission Rd, Leawood. Fellowship follows. 913-649-2026.
3RD THURS. - AFTERCARE PROGRAM, Life Group meet-
ings.  All past participants are encouraged to attend for a time
of fellowship.  For more information or if you would like to
volunteer to help please contact Lori, 816-847-2911.  Spon. by
If Not For GRACE Ministries.  Committed to healing after an
abortion.  
3RD THURS. - HEALING MASS.Council for Charismatic Re-
newal, 7:30 pm, Cure of Ars Church, Father Burak Room,  9401
Mission Rd, Leawood. 913-649-2026.
3RD THURS.- NKC WOMEN’S CONNECTION. Maple Woods
Community College- Campus Center Building.  2601 NE Barry
Rd, KCMO.  6 p.m.  $10.  Free Nursery.  By Reservation Only.
Call Judy: 816-222-4493.                                                                                                                                                                                                   
3RD THURS. - GLUTEN FREE GROUP. 7pm.  Fireplace
Room, Timothy Lutheran Church, 425 NW R.D. Mize Rd., Blue
Springs, MO.  816-228-5300.
4TH THURS. - CHRISTIAN BUSINESS CONNECTIONS
NETWORK. 1:30pm.  Panera Bread, 151st & I-35, 20120 W.
153rd St., Olathe, KS.  913-397-8383.
LAST THURS. - TRANSPLANT SUPPORT GROUP.6:30pm.
Osawatomie Wesleyan Church, 406 4th St., Osawatomie, KS.
For anyone who has had an organ transplant or their family

members, anyone awaiting a transplant, anyone who has
been a donor, or anyone who is the relative a deceased donor.
913-755-3453.
FRIDAYS – BIZ2BIZ CONNECT. 8:30am, City Union Mission’s
Chambers Room, 1100 E. 11th St., KCMO 64106.  Enter through
the double glass doors on the far right.
www.biz2bizconnect.com.  816-474-9380.
FRIDAYS - REFORMERS UNANIMOUS, 7PM.  901 E. 23rd
St., Indep., MO.  Faith based addictions program (any and all
addictions).  816-252-3268.
FRIDAYS -  CELEBRATE RECOVERY, A CHRIST CENTERED
RECOVERY MINISTRY. 7–9 p.m. Crossroads Christian
Church, 5855 Renner Road, Shawnee, KS.  Childcare prov.
913-669-2088.  
FRIDAYS – 6:00 PM. CELEBRATE RECOVERY.First Baptist
Raytown, 10500 E. 350 Hwy., Raytown, MO. Please enter
through the rock entrance. Meet in room B- 101.   For info.
Call 816-778-1156 or www.firstbaptistraytown.com
FRIDAYS –  CHRISTIAN MOTORCYCLIST. 7:00 PM, leave

Price Chopper- 7 HWY & Shawnee Mission PKWY.  Weather
permitting.  Ride info line 913-422-7006.  
FRIDAYS – 7:00 PM. CELEBRATE RECOVERY. Pleasant
Valley Baptist Church, 1600 N. 291 Hwy., Liberty, MO. For info.
Call 816-781-5959 
5TH FRIDAY.  CHRISTIAN BUSINESS CONNECTIONS NET-
WORK.  11am.  New Life Event Space, 1828 Walnut, 4th Floor,
KCMO 64108.  816-668-9611.
1ST SAT - KCCM SONGWRITERS GROUPS. 10AM - 1PM.
Susquehanna Baptist Church, 17800 Susquehanna Ridge,
Indep., MO  64056.  No Charge.  Groups meet to critique,
learn, and co-write.  Open to all songwriters, lyricists & mu-
sicians.  816-540-4197.  
2ND SAT - KCCM SONGWRITERS GROUPS, 10AM - 1PM.
Emmanuel Baptist Church, 10100 Metcalf Ave., OPKS.  No
Charge.  Groups meet to critique, learn, and co-write.  Open
to all songwriters, lyricists & musicians.  816-540-4197.
3RD SAT - CAR CARE SATURDAY. 8:30 a.m.  9634 W. 87th
Street, Overland Park, KS.  913-206-4030.  Spon. Heartland

Christian Fellowship.  Provides free car care to senior citizens,
single parents, and families in need.  Vehicle donations ac-
cepted.  Call for appointment.  913-206-4030.
3RD SAT.  FRIENDS OF ESTER. 11 a.m. – 1 p.m. 26 N.
Delaware, Butler, MO.  A time of fellowship, worship, and
teaching by Dr. Joyce Wallace.  Comp. lunch.  mggamber@sbc-

global.net
4TH SAT - TEEN CLUB FOR THOSE WITH DISABILITIES.
10am - 2pm.  Timothy Lutheran Church, 425 NW RD Mize Rd.,
Blue Springs, MO.  816-228-5300.
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Sozo the Foundations is a confidential,
Christian prayer ministry
that will bring you into
heartfelt personal
knowledge of God. Sozo
Ministry brings acceler-
ated inner healing, deliv-
erance and generational
freedom as you experi-
ence the kindness of the
Lord. Sozo the Foundations is Christ-cen-
tered and safe for your heart.
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The enemies were obvious when Steve
Rogers became Captain America. It was
easier to be a good guy. Staring down
Hitler or tangling with Hydra has a way of
distilling right and wrong.��But the clear
colors of Cap's youth are muddied now;
heroes and villains braid and blend.
S.H.I.E.L.D., the organization for which
Cap works, slinks and spies and cheats and
lies—albeit, boss Nick
Fury says, for the best
of reasons. Sure, it
still employs guys
like Cap, but it also
relies on the likes
Natasha Ro-
man ov—
full-time
ruthless
a g e n t ,
one-

time enemy assassin, overtime liar and
hardly the stuff role models are made of. 
Antiheroes rule even in superhero-filled

universes. Iron Man preens, Batman
broods and Bruce Banner's only super-
power stems from some serious anger
management issues. 
  Even in the caped-crusader set we find

few role models we dare to always emulate.
       Captain America is one of them,
though, and he does very little to tarnish
his reputation in The Winter
Soldier.��Yeah, Cap's in a weird place, ca-
reer-wise. He confesses to a friend that, all
his life, he always wanted to do what's
right. But with his good-guy organization
doing so many questionable things, he ad-
mits, "I guess I'm not quite sure what that
is anymore." When Fury unveils an array
of S.H.I.E.L.D. supermachines meant to
snuff out crime (and criminals) even pre-
emptively, Cap says, "I thought the pun-

ishment usually came after the
crime." ��But when he learns
that S.H.I.E.L.D. has been
infiltrated by the worst of

enemies, Cap's
unerr-

ing moral compass does make him the
perfect guy to deal with the crisis—the one
incorruptible cog in a now corrupt ma-
chine. 
One of the thrills of the first Captain

America movie is its sense of innocence.
Oh, it's violent, of course. Name a super-
hero movie that isn't. But Cap himself is a
conscious throwback to a different sort of
hero—a guy from the Greatest Generation
who fit his times and embraces his role as
role model. He's old-fashioned in the best
of ways. ��
But if Cap hasn't changed much, the

times have, and that makes The Winter
Soldier a darker, colder movie. We see not
just heroism here, but the bloody cost of
war and the dark duplicity sometimes in-
volved in it. 
Sam counsels soldiers on how to get

through post-traumatic stress disorder.
Cap admits that even his Greatest Gener-
ation wasn't always so great, and that he
saw things in battle he wishes he could for-
get. 

The plot can take on political overtones
too: S.H.I.E.L.D.'s subterfuge and over-
reach will draw comparisons with the
NSA's domestic spying. Its ethos of pre-
emptive justice will remind viewers of the
controversial aspects of the War on Terror.
And when S.H.I.E.L.D.'s secrets are down-
loaded to the Internet (in keeping, it
would seem, with Cap's look-you-in-the-
eye, there-are-no-secrets-here persona), a
few moviegoers may think of Edward
Snowden's leaking of classified govern-
ment documents. Cap asks the same ques-
tions some Americans are asking: Are we
the good guys? And how do we know?
After the rollicking (if explosion-filled)

fun of The Avengers and the extraterres-
trial humor of Thor: The Dark World, The
Winter Soldier thunders into a bleaker,

murkier place. ��It's telling, though, that for
the movie's climactic fight, Captain Amer-
ica swipes his old World War II-era uni-
form from the Smithsonian and dons it
for battle. Forget the murk and uncer-
tainty: Cap wants to be a red-white-and-
blue hero. And he's left standing in the
end—standing for everything he is, per-
haps everything we'd want to be. It's hard
to be good in his world, just as it's hard to
be good in ours. Our lives are filled with
complications and complexities. 
We know the issues aren't as simple as

we'd like them to be. But even so, Cap
shows us that following your moral com-
pass never goes out of style. We can find
justice if we're willing to pursue it. We can
show compassion if we're strong enough
to allow it.

moviereview
by Pluggedin.com

CAPTAIN AMERICA
STARS: Chris Evans, Samuel L. Jackson, 
Scarlett Johansson, Robert Redford, 
Sebastian Stan, Anthony Mackie An-
thony Mackie, Cobie Smulders, Frank
Grillo, Maximiliano Hernández, Emily
VanCamp

film411

MOVIES, BOOKS, MUSIC & MORE!

CAPTAIN AMERICA A METAPHOR OF CONTEMPORARY ISSUES?

Actor Angus T Jones, known for
playing the role of Jake Harper in the
popular CBS series Two and a Half

Men, now speaks at churches talking
about his new-found faith in the Bible,
God and Christianity.
According to Jonathan Block, writ-

ing for the Mail Online www.daily-
mail.co.uk.,  one of Britain’s most pop-
ular daily newspapers, Jones, 20, left the

Actor Angus T. Jones: ‘I was a paid hypocrite’
Former Two and a Half Men child star opens up about Christianity

See JONES page 19

by Michael Ireland
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popular CBS series last year, where he
was paid $350,000 an episode. He called
the program 'filth.' Jones’ net worth is
estimated at $15 million, and he is now
reported to be a student at the Univer-
sity of Colorado.
The Mail Online reports that nearly

a year after leaving the hit CBS sitcom
Two and a Half Men, Jones, known on
the show as Jake Harper, Charlie Sheen's
nephew, “ has traded the bright lights of
Hollywood sets for church pews.”
Jones, who in 2010 became the high-

est paid child actor in television history
at age 17, netting $300,000 per episode,
left the show last year at the end of the
tenth season after he made controversial
comments that he had embraced Chris-
tianity and found the role he was play-
ing didn't jive well with his religious
values. He made negative remarks about

the series and said he wanted to exit, the
Mail Online stated.
In a video posted in November 2012

by The Forerunner Chronicles
(www.forerunnerchronicles.com),
Jones discussed why he decided to get
closer to his Christian background. He
also said, “If you watch ‘Two and a Half
Men,’ please stop watching [it]…I’m on
‘Two and a Half Men’; I don’t want to be
on it. Please stop watching it. Please stop
filling your head with filth.”
Now seen sporting a scruffy beard

and long hair, Jones, who lives in Col-
orado where he attends the University
of Colorado in Boulder, has fully em-
braced Christianity, and he visits
churches across the country, "speaking
about God and religion," the Mail On-
line reported.
“It was difficult for me to be on the

show and be part of something that was

making light of topics in our world
where there are really problems for a lot
of people,” Jones told Houston,Texas,
television station KHOU. “I was a paid
hypocrite because I wasn’t OK with it
and I was still doing it.”
When he left the show, Jones walked

away from a popular role that made him
a rich teenager. At the time, he was mak-
ing $350,000 per episode, or $8.4 mil-
lion a season. His net worth is estimated
at $15 million, according to
www.CelebrityNetworth.com.
Jones was in Houston last month

where he spoke at World Harvest Out-
reach, a Seventh-Day Adventist congre-
gation. He read from the Bible and also
told parishioners why he embraced
Christianity.
“I really want to come into the light

because I know that is where the healing
is and I’ve seen God do amazing things,”
said Jones.
World Harvest Outreach Church

Pastor James R. Doggett Sr., told
KHOU: “He really considers his rela-
tionship with God and what he’s put-
ting out in the atmosphere to be a lot
more important than his reputation in
Hollywood. Angus, I’m not sure really
cares a whole lot about being an actor
or being well known in that regard.”
The Mail Online said that although

Jones has left acting for now, he says he
may not be gone for long.
“There’s a few different productions

that I’d like to do–Bible-based stories.
Stuff like that,” Jones said.

ind us on
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Angus T Jones (center) with Jon Cryer
(left) and Charlie Sheen (right) in
2003, the first season of Two and Half
Men, when Jones was 10 years old
(Courtesy: The Mail Online).

Angus T Jones talks to the congrega-
tion at the World Harvest Outreach
Church in Houston.

For many bands, the self-titled album
is an intentional way of introducing
themselves to the masses—just one of
the many essential steps for branding.
After all, it doesn’t help to have a catchy
single if no one can remember what the
group is called, right?
But for some well-established groups,

opting for a self-titled album can also sig-
nal a rebirth of sorts. Maybe the artists
have tinkered with their sound. Or are
headed in a new direction lyrically be-

cause they switched up their lineup. Per-
haps, they were younger when they
began their career and simply want to
differentiate their work from what’s been
released in the past.
For whatever reason that Unspoken

went the self-titled route with its latest
project, which I’m guessing has some-
thing to do with the fact it’s their first full-
length album for Centricity, it’s a fitting
move because more than any of its pred-
ecessors, Unspoken is a thrillingly diverse
collection of songs that are jam-packed
with thoughtful spiritual takeaway.

Unlike many stu-
dio records that
sound a little flat be-
cause there’s only so
much atmosphere
that can be created in

tight confines, Unspoken has a decidedly
live feel that really elevates the material.
What also lends an exciting air to Un-

spoken’s irresistible pop/rock songs is the
confessional lyrical style. Drawing from
the group’s time spent studying Matthew
5 and 6, songs like “Start a Fire,” “Who
You Are,” “Bury the Workmen” and “My
Recovery” get back to the basics of faith
and offer plenty of valuable takeaway
without resorting to full-on preachiness.

Unspoken breaks new ground with album
Christa Banister

JONES
continued from page 18



After the blockbuster success of his Last
Jihad series, bestselling author Joel Rosen-
berg trades in contemporary political
thrillers for historical fiction set against the
potent backdrop of the Holocaust.
Auschwitz is a labor of love for Rosenberg,
who was born to a Jewish father and a
Gentile mother, and is founder of The
Joshua Fund organization to mobilize
Christians in support of Israel. 
The book was inspired by the author’s

2011 trip to the site of the infamous
Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration camps
where over a million prisoners died at the
hands of Nazi atrocities in the early 1940’s.
As the book’s title suggests, Rosenberg’s

narrative moves the book more in a
thriller direction, and becomes something
different from simply a book chronicling
Nazi atrocities. 
The book profiles the superhuman

courage and dedication of a handful of
Europeans, who worked tirelessly and
stealthily throughout the 1940’s to raise
awareness throughout the Allied camps of

the secretive dealings at Auschwitz. These
efforts take many faces throughout the
book – brave Jewish prisoners, members
of resistance groups throughout Europe,

and, surprisingly, Christians who took
Christ’s call to love one’s neighbor to the
extreme, and risked their own lives to aid
Jewish resistance. 
One such character is a French pastor

named Jean-Luc LeClerc who, after
spending years in the late 1930’s assisting
refugees from the Nazis find safe harbor
throughout Europe, is imprisoned, then
begins working from within Auschwitz to
plan a series of escapes, which will ulti-
mately result in the distribution of infor-
mation about the true situation in
Auschwitz.
The main character is German teenager

Jacob Weisz, a member of a German re-
sistance group. 
When a rescue operation goes awry,

Weisz is transported to Auschwitz, where
he watches the atrocities unfold before his
eyes as he struggles to survive through a
series of jobs. 
For the reader, experiencing the most

horrifying features of the camp –torturous
manual labor, abysmal living conditions,
and the gas chambers – through the eyes
of Weisz, will prove to be a memorable ex-
perience, even after similar narratives like
Elie Wiesel’s Night or Spielberg’s
Schindler’s List.
Eventually, Jacob is taken under the

wing of a Polish “kapo” called Leszek
Poczciwinski, who brings Weisz to work
under him in a warehouse dubbed
Canada, which collects and re-distrubutes
the personal belongings of Jewish prison-
ers. Soon, Jacob begins to suspect Leszek
has more in mind by recruiting him to
Canada than simply Jacob’s personal wel-
fare. 
It won’t take the reader long to realize

that the “escape” mentioned in the novel’s
title is Leszek’s endgame. The build-up to,
and carrying-out of this plan is by far the
strength of Rosenberg’s storytelling. Jacob
and a half-dozen other prisoners plan
their escape past two levels of razor wire
fencing, thousands of SS guards, dogs, and
eventually, the inhospitable Polish coun-
tryside, and this section of the novel fairly
flies by. 
However, the aftermath of the escape is

no less gripping.
As expected with a novel of this subject

matter, some readers will find the content
disturbing, despite the tact with which
Rosenberg’s renders it. 
The story of Weisz, LeClerc, and the

others, is powerful, and the passion with
which Rosenberg delivers this story – ob-
viously one close to his heart – makes it a
memorable read.
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The Auschwitz Escape a compelling reason to not forget

Do you ever camp out in the past?
Many are left to feel terrible feelings
about themselves or others from
daunting events in their lives.  This is
the theme of Randy Seedorff’s song,
“Rearview Mirror,” from the CD of
the same name. 
This CD caught my eye because of

the image of a rearview mirror with a
tormenting tornado twisting in its
view.  I slipped the disc into my
handy CD player and listened in-
tently to
under-
stand the
meaning
behind
the
words.
My heart
was cap-
tured by
wonderful music and lyrics that per-
suaded me to take action on things
that have happened and to move for-
ward in what God has for me now.
Meaning, leave it all in the rearview
mirror.
Seedorff and his band Soul Pur-

pose travel the Kansas Ctiy region
sharing the Gospel of Jesus and offer-
ing hope to the hopeless.  Their CD
portrays this idea with their songs “I
Choose Love”, “Back to You”, and “No
Plan B”.  Seedorff also adds a worship
edge to his work with songs like, “Be
Praised Oh God” and “Jesus We Lift
Your Name On High”. ��If you like
rock and if you like blues, you will
love Randy Seedorff.  Boredom will
be banished while listening to this
project or while enjoying the band in
concert.  King Cat Christian Music, a
Kansas City organization who’s goal
of supporting local musicians, loved
Randy’s music so much that they are
headlining Randy Seedorff and Soul
Purpose at the S.A.L.T. & L.I.G.H.T.
Awards, a concert full of many sea-
soned artists from the area, on June 7
at Deerbrook Covenant Church in
Lee’s Summit.  Come and enjoy
Randy and others and purchase tick-
ets and Randy’s CD, Rearview Mir-
ror, at the KCCM website,
www.kingcatmusic.org. 
They’ll have Facebook fun in the
month of May with Randy’s CD.
Visit kingcatmusic on Facebook, like
it, and then post a picture of your
rearview mirror.  
  Randy will be giving away a

“Rearview Mirror” CD, T-shirt, and
poster, and KCCM will throw in a
couple of tickets to the awards con-
cert on June 7.

Connie
Whitlock 
Metro Voice

localmusic
Leaving Things
in the Rearview

Mirror�



Throughout these early years of mar-
riage, motherhood and career, I’ve found
it necessary to always – and I mean always

– take care of three things: 
1. My God.
2. My home.
3. Myself.
I don't believe that a woman who pri-

oritizes and manages her time well has to
conduct her day in that precise order. In
fact, I admire the pros who can carve out
the appropriate amount of time anytime
during her day to arrange her responsi-
bilities in a manner that satisfies all parties
involved.
But, for me, this season of my life beck-

ons a beginner's approach. My days are
intended to be carefully crafted in their
order of priority in my life. 
Some days are flawless. 
I wake up at 6:30, bright and early to

sing praises to my Lord. My songs are fol-
lowed by a prayer that offers thanks and
asks for His protection over my friends
and family. 
  I spend precious moments in His love

letter to me, then I get my children up and
prepare them for a pleasant day. 
  Afterward, I’ll throw something deli-

cious and nutritious in the slow cooker.
Meditate.
Work out.
…and so forth.
  Most days, however, this unfath-

omable blend of Leave it to Beaver mom
and superwoman only exists in my mind.
I don't get up at 6:30. I get up two

hours later and my morning is suddenly
rushed. I find myself lost in an infinite to-
do list usually curbed by a demanding
son. 
Next thing I know, it's 4 pm: time to

pick up my daughter from school. 
I haven't even begun to consider what's

for dinner, let alone pull something from
the freezer. 
But, somehow, it all still gets done. My

thirst for Jesus is quenched.  Everyone

eats. 
  And, even if there’s a chore or two…

or five that remain undone, I still can rest
well when I hit the pillow at night because
I know I did my best.
It's these days that I am reminded that

it's not about perfection. It's about prac-
tice. 
Grace in the moment pardons our im-

perfections and carves out a space of ease
where you and I can take a deep breath
and smile because it really is going to be
okay.
Yes, we are strong creatures, you and I

as women, but – as much as I hate to
admit it – we have to realize that we are
not strong enough to wear every hat God
has given us without stumble. 
But, He is. 
You can do all things through Christ

that strengthens you (Philippians 4:13).
You really can. Because it's His strength,
not your own, that enables you to do so. 
I believe Francesca Battistelli said it best

in the chorus of her song, Free to be Me:
“I got a couple dents in my fender.
Got a couple rips in my jeans.
Try to fit the pieces together,
but perfection is my enemy.
On my own, I’m so clumsy,
but on Your shoulders I can see
I’m free to be me.”

  And you, girlfriend, are free to be you
– the you that God created you to be. 
  Not the infallible, unfailing you that

lives in your mind. The one that weighs
you down day after day when you try to
be her. The you that isn’t really you at all,
but a jacked up hyper-you born from fan-
tasy and unrealistic portrayals of women
we see on TV and movies. 
  That “you” must die so the real you

can live.
  Let’s pledge right now, you and me

together, to stop allowing ourselves to get
weighed down by the oppression of per-
fection. Let’s vow to simply do our best
and encompass the fact that our best is
enough in His eyes. 
  If He said I can be a wife, mother and

career girl and still manage to just be a
woman, too, who I am to tell Him that I
can't?
  Consider your own roles and respon-

sibilities. You can do it. His strength says
so.

–Kharissa Forte is a wife and mother of
two. She received her journalism degree
from UMKC and has a passion for health
and fitness, young couples, and relation-
ships among women. 

Follow Kharissa on Twitter @Kharis-
saForte.

Kharissa
Forte 
Metro Voice

sisterskeeper
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CALL US ABOUT OUR NEWEST SHIPMENTS!  816-795-7212
18921 E. Valley View Pkwy (Near COSTCO) Independence, MO

Open: Monday thru Saturday, 10am to 6pm!

SPRING IS HERE!

Looking for a 
Discount Christian

Book Store?
We’re now KC’s ONLY 

Wholesale Outlet!
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Don’t get weighed down in the quest for perfection



MUSIC WORSHIP LEADER.  5 hours
($70) week.  Wyandotte County Church.
More information:
larry.s.keller@gmail.com

LAWN CRYPT for two at Mt. Mo-
riah available from original
owner. Includes both final clos-

ings. Current price: $7590. Ac-
cepting best offer. Mr. Post 816
331-0113.

DELIVERY ROUTES: Metro Voice
is expanding our delivery. Only a
few hours each month delivering
to churches, bookstores and
schools. Call 816-524-4522
ENROLLMENT IS NOW OPEN
AT CHRISTIAN ACADEMY AND
COLLEGE. For a free packet of in-
formation call 816-356-6380,
email: info@heartofamericamini-
stires.com or visit our web site at:
http://www.heartofamericamin-
istries.com/heart.php OUR
CHRISTIAN ACADEMY is a great
school for boys and girls, Pre-
school through 12th grade. We
provide the most quality educa-
tion in a safe, loving Christian en-

vironment which is conducive to
learning. OUR BIBLE COLLEGE is
training Christian Workers, both
Pastors and Laymen, to serve as
leaders in the Kingdom of God
both locally, nationally and inter-
nationally. Students may partici-
pate by attend resident classes as
well as taking Correspondent/On-
line Courses. 
FREE PHONE - Call today 816-
886-1665.  Just have
stamps/medicaid/medicare va or
ssi to quality!  
FOR SALE Beautiful 4-Bedroom
Home FSBO - $224,900 / 816-
830-3782. 509 Fairway Road, Bel-
ton, MO, 4 br, 3.5 baths, Family
Room with custom entertainment
center, kitchenette. www.forsale-
byowner.com

AARON’S GUITAR SCHOOL
Learn guitar in a Christian set-
ting. All ages. All styles. Acoustic
or Electric. www.aarons-guitar-
school.com 913-708-2985
AVAILABLE FOR CHURCH
CHILDCARE FOR SPECIAL
EVENTS OR BIBLE STUDY. GEN-
ERAL CLEAING. References
available. Stay at home Mom.
816-322-3345 or 816-769-8593. 

Metro Voice 
Classifieds Work!!
Just $10 for twenty
words. It’s the best
deal around! 

Call 816-524-4522. 
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Place your classifed ad with the Metro Voice! Call today: 816.524.4522

“Pray for Our
Nation”

Pick up a FREE bumper sticker 
at Beacon Bible Books in Belton or 

Tree of Life in Independence!

FAIR TAX
continued from page 8

FLAT TAX
continued from page 8

Book shares hope
In The Tapestry of Grace, Stacey McBride

tells the story of his family’s journey through
the life and death of his firstborn son, Derek.
Stacey aspires to embolden those who feel
hopeless and presents the honest, undiluted
truth of this extremely painful but spiritually
enlightening experience. As you read and be-
come a part of this highly personal
heartrending and heartwarming testimony,
you will be both challenged and encouraged.
      Some of the areas covered are:
• Attitude Is Everything—Almost

• God Has Plans for Your Life
• Jehovah Jireh: The Lord

Will Provide 
• Five Common Sense Tips

that Are Maybe Not That Com-
mon
 Stacey openly tells the fears

of being 2.5 million dollars in
debt due to medical bills, and
his son’s last days. The book ex-
amines how God works all
things for His good.
  Alan Koch, pastor of Christ

Triumphant Church in Lee’s

Summit says the book accu-
rately reflects God’s work. “Be-
fore he was born, it was said that
Derek would go to and impact
nations. This is happening as
this book goes out to many
across the globe, containing a
message: God is indeed a good
God and He always has a good
purpose and destiny for those
who love Him! There is no
tragedy, no attack, or no mistake
we make that will ever change
that!”

took an unsolicited call in from Cobb. But Cobb wasn’t the only
white supremacist who would call in that day. Later in the show,
Thomas took a call from Miller, who described himself as a Cobb’s
“good friend.”
The conversation quickly turned heated, with Miller suggesting

that white Americans are “afraid to speak out.” He also described
himself as a terrorist.
“If standing up for my race makes me a terrorist, then I’m a

proud terrorist,” he told Thomas.
Thomas replayed the audio of the call during his show recently,

saying he realized the caller from last year and the man accused of
the shootings in Missouri, was the same person.
“I couldn’t believe it when I heard it on the news,” Thomas told

Watchdog.
The Associated Press reports that Miller and Cobb have stayed

in touch, noting that Cobb received a phone call in jail from Miller
last week.
Miller, a former Ku Klux Klan member and registered Demo-

crat has run for the US Senate in Missouri in the Democrat pri-
mary in 2010  and in previous Democrat primaries in Missouri
and South Carolina.
During his campaign he called into the Massachusetts-based

Dave Parkman Show making remarks about Jewish conspiracies
and white supremacy similar to the ones he made on the Jay
Thomas Show. 
He was also interviewed on Kansas City talk radio after running

numerous hate-filled campaign ads against fellow democrats.

MILLER
continued from page 3

Increased savings will stimulate investment and productivity
and the economy will grow more rapidly, creating demand for
workers and improving job opportunities. Because taxes on cap-
ital are removed, foreign capital will flow into the United States,
creating businesses and jobs. U.S. products competing abroad are
free of the hidden costs of taxation while the FairTax is collected
on foreign products sold in the United States. Virtually all eco-
nomic models project a much healthier economy under a broad-
based consumption tax such as the FairTax.

Americans For Fair Taxation (FairTax.org), a non-profit, non-
partisan organization, believes that replacing the current tax system
with a single rate, federal sales tax levied on all new goods and serv-
ices with no exceptions or exclusions, best meets this challenge. For
more information about the FairTax, go to www.FairTax.org. For
more information on the local FTKSA group, Saylor can be reached
at 785-213-8784.

more.
The IRS is replaced with the STAA, which may audit consumers in

a more invasive way than today. When the 16th Amendment is not re-
pealed, Congress will repeal the FairTax’s laughable Sunset Clause
(leaving the FairTax in existence) and then enact a NEW Income Tax
and would then have us paying BOTH taxes, which is what Congress
would like to do today.
Under the FairTax, the poor pay nothing for federal “services” nor

for their own personal Social Security and Medicare benefits and also
receive a large tax welfare check. My Flat Tax reduces current tax wel-
fare, while the FairTax expands tax welfare, a concept we must end.

Stephen C. Eldridge is a retired lifetime tax consulting professional (JD,
LLM in Taxation, CPA, co-author of a 3 volume tax treatise, lecturer),
with no financial stake in ANY tax system. He may be reached at 423-
532-7337.
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But bishop kept speaking.
The man stopped in front of him and

listened.
When Bishop Birmingham finished,

the young man looked him in the eyes
and cried.
He reached behind his pants and re-

vealed a 38-caliber, then placed it in
Bishop’s hands.
That afternoon, he gave his life to

Christ. 
Nearly twenty years later, Bishop

Birmingham can still be found hitting
the streets preaching the gospel to young
gangsters, prostitutes and drug addicts. 
On June 28, he will host his first cor-

porate event. Here’s Hope KC: Jesus in
the Hood Evangelism will be held from
2 p.m. to 5 p.m. and is sponsored by
Bishop Birmingham’s church, Harvest

Connection Ministries, and Milestone
Youth Center.
“I’ve always believed in the master

plan of God concerning evangelism,” he
said. “This, along with prayer, is the so-
lution to saving our neighborhoods and
our city.”
Birmingham’s actions are prompted

by what he calls a spiritual problem in
our city.
“I give applause to the mayor and po-

lice department, but it’s going to take
more. It’s going to take the power of
prayer to get them to put down the
guns,” he said. “We’re going out on the
land praying for God to restore the city

one hood at a time.”
Birmingham said that churches need

to really heed the command of Matthew
28:19-20. 
“A spirit of apathy and insensitivity

has caused us to draw away from our
primary purpose,” he said, “but the
church is a supernatural agent of God
to bring a supernatural transformation
to the neighborhoods.”
With 2 Chronicles 7:14 as the theme

scripture, Birmingham plans to con-
tinue to host the event at various proj-
ects across the Kansas City metro and
chose Wayne Minor Projects (13th and
Vine) as the location for the first Here’s
Hope KC event. 
Chief Randy Hopkins of KCPD’s

homicide division will speak at the event
about community safety and will teach
participants how to respond to crime in
an effective manner.
“There will be several testimonies

from ex-gang members and drug deal-
ers,” Birmingham said.
One of those testimonies will be by

Milestone Youth Center’s Mike Bobbitt
who will speak about how gang violence
personally impacted his life.
Free food will be provided. 
Local rappers God’s Anointed Sol-

diers, Vintage Singers of Sheffield As-
sembly and Evangelist Diane
Birmingham will entertain the crowd.
Bishop Birmingham encourages any-

one who wants to attend to come out
and get busy about the Father’s business.
“It’s about going beyond the walls

and reaping the harvest,” he said.

OFFERING HOPE
continued from page 1

hook."
"You have to reach to God," she said.

"You have to reach to your friends and
search your soul and that's what it's
about. It's about us who are living and
it's about loving and caring for one an-
other."
Corporon was one of the first to ar-

rive at the scene of the shooting that
took the lives of her 14-year-old son,
Reat Underwood, and
her 69-year-old father,
William Corporon.
Underwood had been
trying out for a
singing competition
similar to the popular
"American Idol" tele-
vision show at the
Jewish Community
Center of Greater
Kansas City, located in
the suburb of Over-
land Park. He and his
grandfather, who often attended his
grandchildren's extracurricular activi-
ties, were getting out of their car when
Frazier Glenn Cross, a 73-year-old for-
mer Ku Klux Klan leader, allegedly
gunned down the two victims.
Corporon told reporters at a news

conference that her Methodist faith has
kept her strong over the past few days.
She said when she approached the scene
of the crime to see her father laying on
the ground near his truck, "I knew my
dad was in heaven in seconds."
She held out hope for her teenage

son, telling reporters that she "prayed
and prayed and prayed" that her son
would survive the shooting, ultimately
learning that he had died from head
trauma after arriving at Overland Park

Regional Medical Center.
"They both died from head trauma,

and I feel confident from what I heard
that they didn't feel anything, that they
didn't know what was coming." The
mother added that she felt "a lot of com-
fort – I felt God immediately" when she
was at the crime scene in front of the
Jewish center.
After Cross allegedly carried out his

shooting at the Jewish Community
Center, he then drove over a mile away
to Village Shalom, a Jewish retirement

community, where he
shot and killed Terry
LaManno, a 53-year-
old Catholic who was
visiting a relative.
Cross was arrested

outside of Valley Park
Elementary School,
and according to CBS
News, the former Ku
Klux Klan member re-
portedly shouted "Heil
Hitler" at television
cameras while being

arrested. Cross, who had previously run
in the Missouri Democrat primary for
U.S. Senate and also in the Democrat
primary for Missouri governor.  It also
recently was revealed he was an FBI in-
formant inside the KKK.
Johnson County District Attorney

Steve Howe said at a press conference
that Cross was being charged with one
count of capital murder and one count
of first-degree, premeditated murder.
The capital murder charge carries a pos-
sible death penalty punishment.
Cross reportedly has a history of

white supremacy involvement, found-
ing the Carolina Knights of the Ku Klux
Klan while living in North Carolina and
later founding the White Patriot Party,
according to CBS News.

SHOOTING
continued from page 1

“People keep saying,
how come you're so
strong? I'm strong
because I have 

family, I'm strong
because I have faith”

MINDY 
CORPORON

i moreinformation
For more information on

Here’s Hope KC: Jesus in the
Hood Evangelism, call

816-769-0214.

side, and if you disagree with them, you are blinded by ide-
ology.”
Nowhere is this attitude more prevalent than on hot-but-

ton social issues.
“There is this idea that conservatives are the aggressors in

the culture war,” Goldberg said. “It’s always conservatives
who want to impose their views on others. Take, for exam-
ple, gay marriage. We’re dealing with an institution that has
been defined one way for 4,000 years. It’s only in the past
decade that all of a sudden it’s being defined in another way.
That position has been imposed by liberals on the rest of the
country. And yet somehow, it’s conservatives who are ag-
gressors in the culture war.”
The same approach is used when discussing abortion.
“On abortion, the ideologues are always the pro-life peo-

ple,” he said. “The ideologues who are dogmatic, hidebound
and want to impose their views on others are always con-
servative, and the people who are for freedom, choice and
liberty are always pro-choice. The idea that conservatives are
always the aggressors is ridiculous.”
Goldberg challenges conservatives to move past clichés to

challenge stale thinking.
“When I speak on college campuses to a bunch of liber-

als,” he said, “I love to say, ̀ Let me get this straight. Your pro-
fessors are liberal, your administrators here are liberal,
Hollywood is liberal, the media is liberal, the music industry
is liberal, the fashion industry is liberal – and you think
you’re sticking it to the man by being liberal?”
Conservatives need to do a better job of explaining their

positions, he said.
Ronald Reagan was a master politician who knew how to

persuade people by telling stories,” he said. “From the Bible
on, the way the mind understands is through stories. Politi-
cians have gotten great at talking to audiences that already
agree with them. But that’s not what politics is about. Politics
has to be about persuasion.”
Conservatives even have an unwitting ally in this fight.
“Barack Obama has done more to persuade people about

the problems with liberalism than conservatives have,” Gold-
berg said. We didn’t know they were going to farm out the
health-care website to one of the finest programmers in the
Amish community.”
The fight will never end, he added. As T.S. Eliot said, no

battle is ever truly lost, because no battle is ever truly won.
“At the end of the day, we can’t lose as long as our side is
committed,” he said “We can’t lose as long as we keep up the
fight.”
For more information about the Kansas Policy Institute,

please visit www.kansaspolicy.org or email
information@kansaspolicy.org.

Goldberg on The Daily
Show with Jon Stewart.
Guests say Stewart edits
interviews until it appears
he has “won” a debate.

Prayer vigils to end violence regularly take place in Kansas City. Birmingham
often leads the efforts.

opment with a “sea of parking.”
  Councilman James Azeltine later

said the city was in favor of a Trader Joe’s
styled grocery store. Azeltine’s comments
come at a time when cities are increas-
ingly using their weight to favor one
business over another at the expense of
their citizens.
  The politics of the city were made

very clear when a moratorium was en-
acted last week that placed a hold on all
new developments along 135th Street.
  “We feel that the moratorium was

directed to us because we filed our plans
the day before,” said Hy-Vee vice presi-
dent of communications Chris Friesle-
ban. “That may not be their intentions,
but it’s certainly how it feels.”
  Friesleben said that the decision to

close the story was very difficult as they

connect with their shoppers, but says
that they simply cannot succeed at that
location.
  Competitive stores in the area such

as Wal-mart and Price Chopper have
nothing to do with the store’s success,
rather being able to present a shopping
environment that fits today’s lifestyle is
the goal – and it’s a goal that can no
longer be achieved at the Leawood loca-
tion.
  “We can best serve our shoppers in

an environment that gives us the square
footage to provide all of the services, all
of the products and all of the amenities
our shoppers need,” Friesleben said.
  The more modern locations are at

the Olathe (14955 W 151st Street), Over-
land Park (8501 W. 95th Street) and
Kansas City (5330 NW 64th Street)
stores among others. The up-to-date
services that Hy-Vee offers at the newer
stores include larger health markets,

dine-in restaurants, full-service bars and
coffee shops such as Starbucks or Cari-
bou Coffee.
  The team members at the employee-

owned establishment are in the process
of being placed at different Hy-Vee loca-
tions.
  “All of our employees have been of-

fered jobs at other Hy-Vee’s close to
where they may live at the same wage
and same or similar hours,” Weaver said.
  Still, the news comes as a shock to

loyal shoppers who have supported the
store for the past two decades. Some have
gone as far as to contact city council con-
cerning the matter.
  “[THE] City council is stepping back

and kind of seeing what their residents
want in terms of building along 135th
Street,” Weaver said. “If our customers let
them know that a new, bigger Hy-Vee is
what they want, then maybe it can shift
their viewpoint.”

HY-VEE
continued from page 1

WORDS MATTER
continued from page 3
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