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Former All-Star
Sweeney excited
about spreading
gospel at the K

Kansas City’s 
best calendar 
of family 
events, 
concerts 
and more!

GET 50% OFF YOUR ADVERTISING! CALL 816-524-4522 OR EMAIL DWIGHT@METROVOICENEWS.COM

The Bibles Amazing Role
in Our Independence
It has been said there is nothing unique or original

in the Declaration of Independence. The concept of
liberty can be traced as far back as the third and fourth
centuries BC, to the writings of Aris-
totle and Plato.  John Locke, an early
seventeenth-century philosopher, took
these ancient ideas and influenced the
thinking of Benjamin Franklin, John
Adams, George Washington, and
Thomas Jefferson. In Locke’s Second
Treatise of Government, he wrote “rea-
son…teaches all mankind…that being all
equal and independent, no one ought to harm another
in his life, health, liberty, or possessions.” The Decla-
ration of Independence seizes upon these ideas and

opens with, “We hold these truths to be
self-evident, that all men are created equal,

that they are endowed by
their Creator with certain un-
alienable rights that among these
are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of
Happiness.” 

This document is unique because
of the success of the United States of
America since the drafting of the

Declaration of Independence on
July 4, 1776. The manifestation of an ancient

concept had finally been executed. This document
not only announced the birth of an in depend-

Passages Americana Exhibit: Signers of the Declaration of Independence

’
Norm Conrad | Curator of English Bibles, Museum of the Bible

See PASSAGES page 23

Ex-cons to missionaries 

John Stroup sat in a prison cell when the
gospel arrested his attention. Now, through
a ministry he established with two other
members of Crossway Baptist Church,
Springfield, he strives to capture criminals
for Christ.
“I was raised in a drug-addict, drug-

dealer environment,” Stroup said. “Every-
body I knew is pretty much dead or doing
life in prison.”
In 2008, Stroup himself was serving time

behind bars when he found a Bible and
began reading it. 
“I fell in love with God and never looked

back,” he said. “I knew I was
called to preach, to reach peo-
ple like I was.”
For this purpose, Stroup,

Mike Aye and Rick Lechner
started Freeway Ministries in
2011. Beginning with only
seven names, the ministry now
draws as many as 600 people to their Sat-

urday night services, where they receive a
meal and hear a message from God’s Word.

Many weeks, between 20 or 30
people respond positively to
the gospel.
Each week, Stroup and his

co-laborers at Freeway Min-
istries also reach out to people
at the parole board, the drug

courts, homeless shelters, battered woman
shelters and juvenile centers.

“What we do is we run after the people
that most people run from,” Stroup said.
They make disciples among the hard-to-
reach, helping them rebuild their lives, con-
necting them with local churches and
“turning them into missionaries. Then they
go win their lost friends, who are just like
them.”
“God is doing it,” Stroup said. “He is

turning convicts into preachers. He is turn-

A parking lot outreach serves the basic needs
of residents of ex-cons in Springfield.

Ministry does the hard
work after prision

by Ben Hawkins 

“I fell in love
with God and
never looked

back.”
See MISSIONARIES page 23

Mike Sweeney was a four-time All-
Star and earned tens of millions of dol-
lars while playing for the Kansas City
Royals. But like the Apostle Paul, he
counts it all rubbish compared to what

truly matters in
life.

“Being a
Major League
Baseball play
and earning
millions of dol-
lars can give
you a sense that
you are on top
of the world,”
he said. “But

you also can be miserable. As a Chris-
tian, you can use baseball as a platform
to let people know that peace and joy
come only through a relationship with
Jesus Christ.”

Left, the 1782 Aitken Bible.
Above, Thomas Jefferson,
who’s  documents are on

display in Springfield

by Alan Goforth

Faith & Family Night July 26

See Sweeney on page 3

How do we
free sex
slaves?

Outside the seedy motel turned
brothel, pimps bark orders to the
women who will sell their bodies that
night, while the “johns” — men look-
ing to purchase sex — hover nearby
with cash in hand. Many of these
young sex workers, both male and fe-
male, are caught in a worldwide web
of sex trafficking and find themselves
too scared to run, too ashamed to run
home or, more likely, have nowhere to
run at all.
Inside a nearby motel room, mem-

bers of Exodus Cry, an international
anti-trafficking organization, have
gathered. They’ve been there all day,
singing and praying that God would
open doors for them to earn the trust
of these sex-trade victims and, even-

Exodus Cry to Hold
Abolition Summit in KC

by Dwight Widaman 

See SUMMIT page 23
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TOPEKA — The number of Kansas
children in foster care has reached an all-
time high. The explanations why vary.
In April, there were 6,156 children in the

system. That’s 356 more children than in
April 2013 and 872 more than two years
earlier.
Dona Booe, chief executive of the

Kansas Children's Service League, sees the
escalating numbers as evidence of a build-
ing crisis.
“This is a primary indicator that we’re

not reaching families before tragedies hap-
pen,” Booe said. “These are families in
crises, and we’re not reaching them be-
cause the resources for reaching them have
been exhausted.”
Officials in the administration of Gov.

Sam Brownback don’t view the growing
numbers with alarm. They attribute the
increase to better awareness and reporting
of child abuse and neglect.
“We are seeing an increasing number of

reports being made,” Theresa Freed, a
spokesperson for the Kansas Department
for Children and Families, wrote in an
email to KHI News Service. “The increase
in foster care cases is consistent with that.
We attribute the increase in reports to
greater public awareness of the issues of
child abuse and neglect.”
In 2010, according to DCF reports, the

agency logged about 55,500 reports of sus-

pected abuse or neglect. It expects to field
more than 74,000 reports in 2014.
“We have done a tremendous job of

working with community organizations to
promote the reporting of child abuse and
neglect,” Freed said. “Our rate of removal,
based on the reports, is constant.”
Though the number of Kansas children

in foster care has increased, the number of
licensed foster homes has remained flat.
Records show that in April 2013 there

were 2,486 licensed foster homes in
Kansas; between 2009 and 2013, the state
had access to an average of 2,491 homes.
“A lot of homes are taking in multiple

kids, more than they have in the past,” said
Jeff Piepho, president of the Kansas Foster
and Adoptive Parent Association.
“Turnover is an issue,” he said. “A lot of

times, foster parents will adopt the chil-
dren they’ve been caring for and decide

they’re not in a position to keep being fos-
ter parents, so they quit. Another reason is
they do it for a year or two and come away
feeling like they don’t have a loud enough
voice. They don’t feel like anybody listens
to what they have to say.”
The association and DCF, he said, are

trying to change that.
“The other thing that’s happening is

people don’t want to be foster parents be-
cause they think it would be so heartbreak-
ing. They say, ‘Oh, I could never do that,’”
Piepho said. “We need to address that, too.
We need to show people how they can be
a positive, interruptive force in a child’s
life.”
Piepho, a Salina pastor, and his wife,

Meadow, have cared for about 45 foster
children in the past five years. The couple
have adopted two children and are legal
guardians for three others.
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Electronic privacy amendment has national impact
One of the sponsors of the proposed Internet security amendment to the state Constitution

says the nation will be watching how Missourians vote on it.
Constitutional Amendment 9 (SJR 27) was passed out of the state legislature, and would ex-

tend the protections of the 4th Amendment against unwarranted searches and seizures to elec-
tronic communications – things like e-mails, social media posts, texts
and call logs from cell phones.
Representative Paul Curtman (R-Pacific) says it represents the first

chance for the public to express its feelings about electronic surveil-
lance.
“The government’s use of big data to monitor and record the private

digital lives of Americans, I believe it’s a pervasive threat to our freedom,”
says Curtman. “We’ve seen this debate brought up ever since (Edward)
Snowden came out with his revelations. Regardless what somebody

might think about Snowden one thing is for sure … there is definitely a legal question here as
to whether the government is violating what Americans believe is a protected right of privacy.”
Edward Snowden is a former federal government computer system administrator who made

public details of classified surveillance programs conducted by the U.S. government.
Curtman says federal officials should be paying attention to the outcome of Constitutional

Amendment 9.
“If the people of Missouri are concerned enough about this issue that they’re willing to adjust

our Constitution to make sure that they further secure their own rights of electronic privacy
and communications, the rest of the country should take note of that,” says Curtman.

newsbriefs Number of children in foster care hits record high
Agencies see more
families in crises as

public assistance drops
by Dave Ranney

CURTMAN
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LET’S GO
Sweeney is looking forward

to attending Faith & Family
Day at Kauffman Stadium. He
sees it not only as challenging
and entertaining for Chris-
tians but a great opportunity
to share the gospel in a non-
threatening environment.
“I encourage Christians to

not only bring their families
and youth groups but also in-
vite their friends who don’t
have a relationship with Jesus
Christ,” he said.
Sweeney remains active

with the Royals and in the
community, even while living
near San Diego with his wife,
Shara; sons Michael and
Donovan; and daughter,
McKara. Although he left
baseball before the 2011 sea-
son, he is far from retired.
“I thought retirement

meant playing golf and sitting
on the beach,” he said. “I can’t
remember the last time I went
to the beach, and I don’t even
know where my golf clubs
are.”
In March, Sweeney joined the Roy-

als front office to help them reach the
championship that eluded him as a
player. “The only thing I was unable
to accomplish during my playing
days was to bring October baseball
back to Kansas City,” he said. “With

this new position, my goal is do as
much as I can to help the Royals get
back to being one of the prized or-
ganizations in baseball, as it was in
the 1980s.”
Sweeney’s other passion is con-

ducting Catholic Baseball Camps for

youth in San Diego, Seattle
and Kansas City. In the past,
instructors have included
such notable former players as
George Brett, Trevor Hoffman
and Brian Holman. The local
event will be held July 28-30
at Mid-America Sports Com-
plex in Shawnee. (For more
information, visit http://abc-
spo r t s c amps . com/ sd -
catholicbaseballcamp.
“Although we have

Catholic in our name,” he
said, “about 40 percent of the
kids are from evangelical
backgrounds, and another 10
percent have no church back-
ground.”
Sweeney hopes to see many

old friends and make new
ones when he returns to
Kauffman Stadium. Most of
all, he wants to see people
saved.
“As Christians, our goal

should be to bring as many
people as possible to heaven,
starting first with our family
members and friends,” he

said. “An invitation to the K for Faith
and Family Night will lead to an in-
vitation to eternal life.”
For more information see this

issue of Metro Voice or visit:
Royals.com/faithandfamily

As the headliner at this year’s Faith and
Family Night at the K, Matthew West
comes to Kansas City having recently hit
two home-runs. In late 2013, West was
given the American Music Award for Best
Contemporary Inspirational Artist. In
May the singer/songwriter was awarded
two of the top honors at the 36th annual
American Society of Composers, Authors
and Publishers (ASCAP) Christian Music
Awards. West was named Songwriter of

by Dwight Widaman

See WEST page 5

From page 1

Mike Sweeney

Matthew
West

Sweeney will share testimony at Royals’
July 26 Faith and Family Night Event
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TGIW/CTC/PMM/DLC 
Golf Tournament

Sept.
25

A fundraising event for four locally-based, national ministries

Creekmoor Golf Club 
Raymore, Mo.
Reg. 10:45 • Lunch at 11:15
Putting/Chipping Contest 11:45
Shotgun Start 12:30p
Lunch and on-course snacks 
and drinks included.
Special Speaker: Former NFL quarterback 
Jeff Kemp. Son of Jack Kemp.
Prizes and Awards to follow.
The cost is $195 per person or $700/foursome.
Variety of Sponsorship Levels are available.

Contact Rod Handley at rhandley@kc.rr.com or 816-525-6339
or Greg Griffin at ggriff60@gmail.com or 816-885-1306

The Kansas City Royals offer affordable family value
all season long. Many days of the week and special
weekend activities mean there’s something new each
time you go.

nThe Outfield Experience: consists of the Blue KC
Little K, Blue Cross Blue Shield of Kansas City Base
Run, Sluggerrr's Mini Golf at The K, Carousel, Pitch-
ing Mound, Batting Challenge. New Era Hats Store,
and the Ladies and Kids Team Store. The Outfield Ex-
perience also includes the Royals Hall of Fame, Rivals
Sports Bar, Budweiser Patio, Belfonte's Ice Cream,
Sonic Slam Seats, Miller Lite Fountain Bar, Pepsi Party
Porch, Boulevard Grill, Sweet Baby Ray's BBQ Pit, and
the Fox Sports Broadcast booth.

nHy-Vee Value Monday: Get $8 Hy-Vee Level tick-

ets (excluding Hy-Vee Reserved Box) for
Monday home games.

n Student Night & Local Music Show-
case presented by INK Magazine: Select
Outfield Box and Hy-Vee Infield tickets are
available for students for only $8 on
Wednesday home games. In addition, all
Student Nights/Local Music Showcases in-
clude pre-game food and beverage specials
at the Crown Classic concession area, as
well as a pre-game concert at the Outfield
Experience. Seating is subject to availability.
More details at royals.com/studentnight.

nGordoNation: Cheer on Rawlings Gold
Glove winner Alex Gordon in
his special fan section!
Each Thursday home
game, fans can purchase
a $35 ticket that includes a
special edition “GordoNation”
T-shirt and seat in select
field box or field plaza sec-
tions in left field. Tickets
available at royals.com/gordona-
tion.

n All You Can Eat Seats: For
eight select Thursday home
games, fans can purchase All You
Can Eat Seats located in the Loge
Level (Sections 318-325) which
include unlimited ballpark fare.
All the hot dogs, nachos, peanuts,
pretzels and soda/water you can
eat for one low price! Individual
and group discount tickets avail-
able. Visit www.royals.com/ally-

oucaneat for tickets and
informa-
tion.

n
Summer

Fireworks:
Fo l low ing
Friday night

home games
through August, fans are invited

to stay seated and watch a spectacular fire-
works show, presented by Hy-Vee & Pepsi. 
n Buck Night: One of the most popular

promotions at the stadium, Buck Night, returns for

eight select Friday dates throughout the season. On
these nights, fans can purchase hot dogs, small soda
products and peanuts for just $1 each.

n Family FunDay Sunday: Every Sunday home
game will feature interactive kids entertainment by
School of Rock, face painters and caricature or balloon
artists in the Outfield Experience. The Royals will also
offer a pre-game autograph opportunity with select
players each Family FunDay Sunday, subject to avail-
ability. In addition, all fans ages 14 and under can run
the bases after the game for the Sunday Fun Run (con-
ditions permitting).  For details and tickets, visit
www.royals.com/sundays.

n Sluggerrr’s Blue Crew: Kids can again join Slug-
gerrr’s Blue Crew Kids Club, courtesy of the Learning
Quest 529 Education Savings Program*. Each package
includes a Royals baseball t-shirt, Royals baseball cap,
membership card and lanyard, car magnet, VIP access
for the Fun Run, two Royals game ticket vouchers,
complimentary vouchers for the games in the Outfield
Experience, one free child’s admission for a ballpark
tour and special offers from Royals partners – all for
just $25! Available for youth 14 and under. Fans can
sign up at any Royals home game or online at
royals.com/bluecrew.

Get the kids and
come out for a night
of family fun that
won’t break the

bank

PRICING
Dugout Plaza $34 
Field Box $31 
Field Plaza $26 
Loge $31 
Outfield Box $22 
Hy-Vee Box $17 
Hy-Vee Infield $16 
Hy-Vee Outfield $11 

PARKING
Parking $11 
Bus Parking $17

Why not plan a tailgate party with
your church bus or personal vehicle?
Make an afternoon of the festivities
and get an early start!

Let’s play ball! Season-long fun and values

FAITH AND FAMILY DAY TICKETS AND PARKING INFO



the Year, seemingly having batted 500 in
2013 with his hit song “Hello My Name Is,”
a record-breaking song that held the top
spot on Christian radio for 17 weeks.  The
song also earned West the ASCAP Song of
the Year. He was also honored for his song
"Already There" as recorded by Casting
Crowns.
  "Over the past few years, I've been on

a mission to tell a story of a different kind.
Instead of writing songs inspired by my

own story, I have given people everywhere
an invitation to tell me their stories and in-
spire my songs,” says West.
  “Hello” attests to that passion to tell

stories. It’s a song about a young man who
was a drug addict, but through rehabilita-
tion and the Teen Challenge program has
since recovered and gone on to accomplish
great things in his life.
  “The song is a three minute reminder

that we are not our failures,” shares West.
“We are not even our successes. Of all the
names that try to define us, the only title
that truly matters is the one given to us by
our Creator; children of God. We are chil-

dren of the one true King!”
  West told The Tennessean newspaper

after the  ASCAP awards, “I got to give a
No. 1 plaque to this young man who told
me his story. The fact that he can see how
many people that his story has touched, it
comes with a really special sense of gratifi-
cation. Tonight’s really a celebration of the
power of a true story, and how when we
tell our story, we can impact somebody
else’s life.”
  The ASCAP was only one of several

honors he’s received over the years. He’s
also a four-time GRAMMY nominee, and
was recently awarded a Billboard Music

Award. Matthew West’s discography in-
cludes acclaimed releases: Happy (2003),
History (2005),Something to Say (2008),
The Story of Your Life (2010) and Into The
Light (2012). Both The Story of Your Life
and Into The Light .
  West’s thoughtful lyrics about ordi-

nary individuals have garnered attention
from CNN Online, The New York Times,
Fox News, Billboard, Country Weekly,
American Songwriter, among others. West
was nominated for a Primetime Emmy
Award for Original Music & Lyrics for
“The Heart of Christmas” from the film of
the same name. GRAMMY-nominated
Into The Light  features West's most recent
No. 1 singles “Forgiveness” 
  His songwriting credits include cuts by

Rascal Flatts, Billy Ray Cyrus, Diamond
Rio and more. 

  Joining West July 26 will be KJ-52. 
  In January, KJ-52 also kicked off The

House Party Tour: 20 Nights of with pal
and former Hawk Nelson front man
turned solo artist, Jason Dunn, to bring to-
gether the youth of America for an amaz-
ing night of music, community outreach
and Christian fellowship. The event was a
huge hit and reinforced why KJ-52 is one
of the hottest artists today.
  The hip-hop artist released Mental on

April 29 to great anticipation. KJ-52, born
Jonah Kirsten Sorrentino in 1975 is a na-
tive Floridian. He’s been performing for
over 15 years and has garnered four Dove
Awards in hip-hop and performed with
TobyMac, the Newsboys and others. His
lyrics resonate with today’s youth and in-
clude uncompromised commitment to
the Gospel and the message of the cross in
phrases and terms that can reach those
who may not hear the message in church.
  Kansas City and the Faith Night at the

K event are fortunate to have such authen-
tic artists rounding out the evening’s en-
tertainment.
  For more information about Matthew

West and KJ-52, please visit
www.matthewwest.com and
www.kj52.com.

Metro Voice––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––metrovoicenews.com n facebook.com/metrovoicenews ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––July 2014 • 5

The Negro Leagues Baseball Museum brings families to-
gether once again as it hosts the 2nd Inaugural Heart of
America Hot Dog Festival.
The festival debuted last year and was a huge

hit in Kansas City, bringing in over 1,500. This
year, the festival will be held on Saturday,
August 2, from noon to 10 p.m. at
the Negro Leagues Baseball Mu-
seum (1616 E. 18th Street
KCMO). 
One of the highly antici-

pated features of this year’s
festival is the Monarch Dog. The
museum teamed up with Chef
Dave Nigro at Hy-Vee Olathe (151st
and Black Bob) to create the brand new Monarch Dog, a ball-
park-styled hot dog that joins the ranks of other famous dogs
from around the country. 
“It just seemed fitting to have our own specialty dog that we

believe will be the king of all hot dogs,” said Negro Leagues
Baseball Museum president Bob Kendrick.
The Monarch Dog is named after the Kansas City Mon-

archs, the Negro Leagues baseball team that greats such as

Satchel Paige, Willard Brown, and Jackie Robinson played for
during the days of segregation.
Available for the first time at the Heart of America Hot Dog

Festival this year, the Monarch Dog
takes a Farmland Jumbo Frank and
tops it with succulent pulled pork,
onions, shredded cheddar cheese,
bacon, jalapenos, and crowns it with
Gates Sweet & Mild Bar-B-Que
Sauce.
In addition to Kansas City’s new

Monarch Dog, attendees will get to
enjoy a variety of inflatable activities, live

music, and numerous ballpark dogs from all
over the U.S. 

Tickets for the Heart of America Hot Dog Festival
are just $10 for ages 13 and up and $5 for ages 5 to 12. Children
4 and under are free. 
Tickets include entry into the festival, one hot dog, one bev-

erage, and admission to the Negro Leagues Baseball Museum. 

  

Don’t Miss the Negro Leagues Baseball 
Museum Heart of America Hot Dog Festival

by Kharissa Fortean

i moreinformation
For more information,

visit www.HOAHotDog Festival.com. 

WEST
continued from page 5
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Leawood Baptist Church
Preschool & PDO
Now Enrolling for Summer and Fall

Infants through PreK
Please contact Jamie Sink at

913.649.0921 or jamiesink@yahoo.com

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

           Summit-Christian-Academy.org        Enrolling Now
     Call 816.525-1480 for More Information           for 2014-15!
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ATLANTA -- It's long been believed
that half of America's marriages end in di-
vorce and the problem is just as bad in the
Church as the rest of the country.
But when Harvard-trained researcher

Shaunti Feldhahn tried to find the actual
research to prove those points, she could-
n't. It started her on an eight-year odyssey
to find the actual facts.

A DEMORALIZING BELIEF
The Atlanta-based researcher and au-

thor realized the widespread belief that
marriage failure is as bad in the Church as
the rest of the world demoralizes Chris-
tians and can even cause them to question
their faith.
"For a pastor it means 'all my work

doesn't mean very much,'" Feldhahn told
CBN News. "For the average person in the
congregation there's this subtle feeling like,
'If that's true: if on something as important
as marriage, doing what the Bible says
doesn't change anything, what does that
mean about the Bible?'"
Virginia Pastor Daniel Floyd, with Fred-

ericksburg's Lifepoint Church, has seen
how this can hurt people's faith.
"Because a 50 percent divorce rate inside

the church really just said the church
makes no difference in your marriage,"
Floyd explained. "And that's quite an in-
dictment of the church."
Christian psychotherapist Angel Davis

said the belief half of marriages fail can
even give people permission to give up.
"When you have something like a sta-

tistic like 50 percent, it gives you the op-
tion," she told CBN News. "It becomes an
option in your mind."

THE GOOD NEWS
  In her book, The Good News About

Marriage, Feldhahn lays out what she
found during her eight years of investigat-
ing the complicated, complex divorce sta-
tistics.

First, the divorce rate is way below 50
percent and much lower for those who at-
tend church.
Feldhahn estimates the overall divorce

rate for the country is around 31 percent.
The studies of people who
regularly go to church all
show a much lower divorce
rate for them.
"Maybe 15 percent,

maybe 20 percent for all
marriages. First marriages,
second marriages, third
marriages," Feldhahn ex-
plained.
Feldhahn cited one ex-

ample where a pastor
tracked 143 couples who he
had married.
"It was 25, 27 years later. Less than 10

percent had been divorced," she stated.
Feldhahn hopes these facts she's uncov-

ered become widespread.
"Pastors need to know this," she said.

"People need to be able to look around the
average congregation and say, 'You know
what, most of these people will have strong
and happy marriages for a lifetime.  Doing
what God says matters. This is a big deal to
know."

LASTING A LIFETIME
So where do things go from here? For

one, pastors and counselors can now say
with assurance, marriage makes sense and
is likely to last a lifetime.
For religious believers, if they'll be atten-

tive to practice their faith with their
spouse, they can almost
double their odds of avoid-
ing divorce.
Therapist Davis said this

could go a long way to eras-
ing the doubt that Christian-
ity makes no difference.
"That there's no power in

it to transform. And that is
just not true," she insisted.
"So those statistics I think
could help a lot with that be-
lief."
Pastor Floyd believes it'll

be a major plus for the faith when this new
knowledge gets around.
"If you have regular church attendance,

then it's going to make a difference in the
longevity of your marriage," he said. "I
think that is incredible firepower, so to
speak, for the local church, for the pastor."

DIVORCE-PROOF MARRIAGES
Feldhahn told CBN News she's person-

ally seen the power of this new informa-
tion immediately pump up a
congregation's faith.

THE CHURCH DIVORCE MYTH
Rates are actually

lower than
previously claimed

by Paul Strand

See DIVORCE MYTH page 22

“If you have
regular church
attendance,

then it's going
to make a

difference in the
longevity of

your marriage.”

Charitable giving to universities, hospitals, and arts institutions is rising, while giv-
ing to churches and social service organizations is flat.
That's the latest from the Giving USA Report, which tracks how Americans give

away their money.
According to the report, Americans gave

more than $335 billion to charity in 2013.
Religious organizations received $105

billion in gifts, more than any other sector.
But the 31 percent share for church groups
was their lowest portion of total giving in
four decades.

The Illinois-based Christian research organization Empty Tomb Inc. Said church
members are giving less of their income to their churches than they used to.
Sylvia Ronsvalle, executive vice president of Empty Tomb, said the difference is

stark: giving to religious charities is up, while giving to churches is down.
"People overall give to vision, and this is just what we've observed, that you see that

kind of outpouring when there is a specific need," said Ronsvalle.
Ronsvalle co-wrote the 20th edition of the "State of Church Giving through 2008"

with her husband, John.

People tithing less to local body
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ERBIL, Iraq -- The war in Iraq has come
to the home front for the Kurds as they try
to navigate the stormy waters of the cur-
rent Middle East crisis.
Since the military campaign by the ter-

rorist group ISIS (Islamic State of Iraq and
Syria) began, more than 500,000 refugees
have flooded into Kurdish Iraq. Now it's
hit the Kurds on the road.
The war has created a severe gas short-

age in Erbil. At about 2 p.m., the line of
cars at one gas station stretched for about
two miles. Some had been waiting in line
since 3 a.m. When they finally got to the
gas pump, they could only get 30 liters or
about eight U.S. gallons.
It's a war the Kurds don't want.
"We are trying to keep away from this

war, which right now is going on in Iraq,"
Mariwan Naqshbandi, with the Ministry
of Religious Affairs, told CBN News. "The
national issue is much more important for
us. We don't want to be involved in this be-
cause the war is between Sunni and
Shi'ite."
Heresh Stwne, a news anchor with Kur-

distan TV, said Kurds no longer want to be
part of Iraq.
"The best thing for us as Kurdish peo-

ple, I think [is] we don't want to be with
Iraq any more. We want to be separate

from them. That's enough for us," Stwne
told CBN News, adding that "99 percent of
people in Kurdistan say these things."
"They say enough. We want to be

alone," Stwne said.
While the turmoil has increased, a

prayer movement has grown.
"In the last couple of weeks, there's been

a rise of prayer meetings even just in the
city," Fabian Grech with the Mesopotamia
House of Prayer told CBN News. "And I
get messages and calls this prayer is going
to happen in this house. It's been happen-
ing even in homes."
"Even the local churches open their

buildings for prayer in the morning, and it
wasn't like that before. So we're seeking

God's face for their country," he said, de-
scribing the prayers as "intensified, filled
with faith and passion, big prayers."
"Each of us has a role to ask God, as we

ask in the Lord's Prayer, let Your will be
done in Heaven as it is in earth," Mahir
Towfiq, with Life Agape, said.
Towfiq oversees a nationwide prayer

network inside Iraq, which partners with
an international prayer ministry.
"I just want to encourage our dear

brothers and sisters around the world to
continue to pray for our country…in spite
of all the demographic changes, destruc-
tion, the wars and whatever's happening,
God has the final word," he said.

Kurds’ prayer: God has final word on Iraq
Chris Mitchell | CBN News

newsbriefs
Google shuns porn in ads and apps
(WNS)--Google is cracking down on sexually graphic content with two recent policy changes.

The new rules take steps to eliminate explicit material in Google’s advertisements and apps.
Google will no longer accept advertisements through
Google AdWords that promote graphic depictions of
sexual acts, according to an email the company sent
to advertising accounts last week. Morality in Media,
a national organization opposing pornography, pub-
lished the letter. The new policy will restrict ads con-

taining or linking to explicit content.  The policy revision came after a May meeting in
Washington, D.C., between Google and anti-pornography advocates including Morality in Media,
Concerned Women for America, the Family Research Council, and Focus on the Family.

Need an immunity boost? Try a three-day fast!
(WNS)--University of Southern California (USC) researchers published a study in June sug-

gesting that fasting may put the immune system into overdrive by activating stem cells.  Study-
ing the effects of fasting on cancer patients undergoing chemotherapy
produced the unexpected result. Fasting not only protected healthy tissue,
but also allowed the body to recycle old and damaged white cells. When
the patients resumed eating, their white counts returned to normal. Valter
Longo, director of the USC longevity institute and a member of the USC
Norris Cancer Center, said, “We could not predict that prolonged fasting
would have such a remarkable effect in promoting stem-cell based regen-

eration.” The prolonged fast in this study lasted three days and limited participants to between
400 and 1,000 calories a day.

LONGO
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A teenager I happen to know quite
well (seeing that he lives in my house)
announced last week that summer is
time off for his brain.  Well, nothing fires
up the parental learning plans like a
teenager who announces his plans to
learn as little as possible over the sum-
mer. 
My wife and I have planned almost

every summer as a time of learning, and
much of that knowledge can never be
learned in a book.  We have dragged our
children through museums and li-
braries all over the world, retraced
movements of battles, seen the seats of
government power, sat in cockpits of
modern supersonic fighters, enjoyed
wildlife (boys especially love to find any-
thing that can eat or kill you), and
shared a disastrous experience of car
sickness while discussing God's creation
in the great outdoors.
The Washington Post reported that

educators are particularly concerned
about what they call the "summer brain
drain."  Educators now believe that al-
most all students lose between two and
2 1/2 months of math computational
skills over the summer.  The good news

is that most of the students can recap-
ture that learning quickly in the fall.  The
bad news is the reminder that a brain in
neutral is a brain losing ground.
The data on reading ability shows

that children who read over the summer
grow in reading knowledge and com-
prehension. No surprise there. The re-
ally interesting part of this research is the
suggestion that a wide variety of sum-

mer experiences can provide back-
ground knowledge that turns out to be
indispensable to growth in the under-
standing of what is read. 
The gap in rich learning experiences

turns out to have much to do with
socio-economic factors. Children who
are deprived of the kinds of experiences

Staycations help fight “brain drain” 

by Albert Mohler

Adults, kids should
learn something new
during the summer

See LEARNING page 9

Barbeque competition, concerts,
food (did I say lots of food?), carnival
rides, rodeos, Elvis impersonators, pie
contest, are just a few of the activities
available for those who attend the
Missouri State Fair.   The 112th event,
themed “Harvest the Fun!” will be
held Aug. 7-17 in Sedalia.  The fair is a
celebration of Missouri’s rich agricul-
tural heritage and its people, but there
is much for the urban dweller to enjoy. 

See STATE FAIR page 10

by Anita Widaman “The fair is a celebra-
tion of Missouri’s rich
agricultural heritage
and its people, but

there is much for the
urban dweller to

enjoy.”

State Fair perfect for both
urban and rural families

AAnnttiiqquuee aanndd
CCrraafftt FFaaiirr

Bingham-Waggoner Estate
Saturday, July 12 • 9am to 4pm • FREE

• Concessions--polish sausage,
hot dogs, hamburgers & more!

• Free Music! Spirit of
Independence Community Band

will play at noon.
• Mansion tours available 10 to 4

313 West Pacific, Independence,  MO • www.bwestate.org

Over 100 crafters and 
antique dealers. Original crafts to

collectibles for purchase.

ind us on
acebook facebook.com/metro voice news
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Find us online!1-888-FUN-YMCA
www.troutlodge.org

YMCA Trout Lodge is located 75 miles south of 
St. Louis between Steelville and Potosi, MO 

NEW THIS SUMMER! 
 6 

PLAY  RELAX  EXPLORE
AT YMCA TROUT LODGE

Kids 5 
and under 
stay free!

Pricing includes lodging, buffet-style meals and most activities!
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that come through travel, conversa-
tions with parents, cultural experi-
ences, and contact with nature turn out
to have problems reading that have
nothing to do with words on a page
and everything to do with missing
background knowledge.
This research should encourage par-

ents to think of the summer -- and
particularly of summer vacation plans
-- as an opportunity to provide invalu-
able "background knowledge" for the
entire family. Staycations afford a
priceless opportunity for families to
learn together. To our shame, many
families drive right past incredible op-
portunities for learning. How did the
states get their shape? Where exactly
does this river flow? What is this his-
torical marker telling us?
Turning the summer into a fun and

enriching learning opportunity is, seen
in this light, a parental responsibility. It
is also a lot of fun. During the school
year, whatever the educational model,
children are largely directed to learn
what is required by
the curriculum
and, in many cases,
individual learning
projects and the in-
terests of the chil-
dren are left
behind. 
The summer af-

fords an all-too-
brief opportunity
to let your children
learn about what
interests them the
most -- and become teachers of their
siblings (and sometimes their parents
as well). Where exactly was the "Little
House on the Prairie?" What are the
different kinds of bridges and how are
they used? Just what is the difference

between a frog and a toad?
You do not have to go far to find un-

paralleled opportunities for learning.
While travel re-
mains one of the
most intellectually
enriching experi-
ences for people of
all ages, there are
plenty of opportu-
nities close at home.
Have you taken
your children to the
county courthouse
or City Hall? Have
you plundered all
opportunities to

visit the museums, libraries, and cul-
tural assets close to home? Do your
children even know about the wildlife
they can find in the grass outside the
back door?
Christian parents are responsible for

a particular stewardship of learning,
for we are responsible to inculcate a
Christian worldview and distinctively
Christian patterns of thinking in our
children. The summer affords an un-
paralleled opportunity for this as well,
as every event, observation, book, news
story, and road trip offers a constant
and precious opportunity to turn our
children's questions into moments of
timely learning.  
Take every opportunity to add to the

Christian "background knowledge"
that leads to a deeper understanding of
the Gospel and the Christian faith.
So enjoy the summer and make the

most of it, whether going to the lake,
enjoying a local theater in the park,
climbing the local hill, or visiting
grandparents. 
Who knows? Parents who pay atten-

tion to this might well avoid their own
"summer brain drain."

“Turning the summer
into a fun and 

enriching learning 
opportunity is… 

a parental
responsibility.”

LEARNING
continued from page 8

“Three days, four stages and forty
bands,” the battle cry of the Nehemiah
Fest, makes Smithville a destination for
families.   The Nehemiah Fest will be
held Sept. 12 – 14 at Smiths Fork Park
near Smithville, Mo.   It’s free and
funded by donations, sponsorships,
vendor and camping fees.  
"We travel all over the country to per-

form and support
festivals. Nehemiah
Festival is different
than all of the others
that we have experi-
enced,” stated Bill
Kristajanto, guitarist
for the band Bread
of Stone.  “We look
forward to coming
here every year...it
feels like more like a
family reunion.”
Kristajanto says

that where many
music festivals ap-
pear to rely on hype, Nehemiah Fest has
remained true to the initial vision.  “Ne-
hemiah Fest is about celebrating our
similarities in Christ, building relation-
ships and bringing people together to
celebrate God's love and forgiveness.”
The music festival is known for being

family oriented.  One option to enjoy
every moment of music is to camp at
the location.  Camping begins at noon
on Thursday, Sept. 11 and concludes at
noon on Sunday, Sept. 14.  Options in-
clude both modern and primitive camp
sites.  
A kick off for Nehemiah Fest is the

Smithville Christian Family Day
(SCFD) July 26, 10 a.m. – 10 p.m.  at 100
E. Main Street, in Smithville.  SCFD in-
cludes Christian music, family activities,
food, and fellowship. SCFD will feature
metro area’s favorite Christian bands
representing a variety of genres. Bands
include: Alex Sons & 2819 Crew, Tudon
Boyz, Bearing Armor, Grandeur,

Whosoever Will,
Million Trax, Jean-
nie Furst & Furst
Light, the Center
State, Don’t Know
Dorothy, therest,
9th Hour, and
Lester Estelle, Sr.
SCFD is on the
same day as Faith
and Family Night
at the Royals and
families and
churches are en-
couraged to make
it a double-header.

For those planning to attend the Royals
event, they might want to check out and
enjoy SCFD that day before they head
to Kauffman Stadium.
Since the Nehemiah Fest is free, vol-

unteers are needed.  The website lists
many ways people can use their gifts to
make the Fest a success.  Music, camp-
ing, and serving—what could be better!

Smithville hosts two
Christian festivals

“Nehemiah Fest is about
celebrating our similari-
ties in Christ, building

relationships and bring-
ing people together to

celebrate God's love and
forgiveness.”

i moreinformation
For more information visit 

nehemiahfest.com



By Anita Widaman | Metro Voice

Missouri
FESTIVAL OF BUTTERFLIES
Aug. 1-3, 8-10, 2014
Kingsville, MO 64061
powellgardens.org/butterfly.
See hundreds of colorful, free-flying butterflies in

the indoor
conserva-
tory. Learn
more about
monarchs
and what
you can do to

protect them and other native species in the two
outdoor butterfly breezeways. 

TOONFEST  
September 20, 2014.
Marceline, MO 64658
www.Toonfest.net
The focus of the festival is cartooning. It is a won-
derful event filled with activities such as the Car-
toonist Symposium, Cartoon Exhibits, a Toonfest
parade and much more.  Marceline is Walt Disney’s
hometown.  

8TH ANNUAL ROOTS N BLUES N BBQ FESTIVAL, 
September 26-28, 2014 
Columbia, Missouri. 
rootsnbluesnbbq.com
Festival features over 30 artists representing the
genres of roots, blues, gospel, country, folk, and
soul. As well as live music, fans enjoy delicious BBQ
from local and national vendors. Events included
are a ½ Marathon, 10K and a gospel event.

CELEBRATION OF NATIONS 
September 27, 2014
Rolla, MO  65409
nations.mst.edu
Celebration of Nations gives area residents and Mis-
souri S&T students a chance to showcase their her-
itage and celebrate the vibrant cultural diversity
that makes Rolla unique to the Ozarks. 

OKTOBERFEST
Oct. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19,
25-26, 2014
Hermann, MO 65041
hermann-info
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KANSAS & MISSOURI FESTIVALS
Two events are especially notable. The

first event is MercyMe on Aug. 14 at 7:30
p.m.  Spend the day at the fair enjoying
the various exhibits, contests and
restaurant alley and conclude the outing
with a concert with Dove Awards win-
ner MercyMe.  The band formed in
1994 and gained national recognition
with  "I Can Only Imagine". The group
has had 13 consecutive top five singles
on the Billboard Christian Songs chart,
with seven of them reaching No. 1.  In
April the band released its eighth studio
album titled Welcome to the New.  The
gate admission is $6 and the cost of the
concert is $20 grandstand/$25 track.
Don’t be alarmed if you hear cattle
mooing and sheep bleating during the
intermission.  
The must-do event is Celebrate Kids

in Agriculture on August 16.   Plans this
day will include free gate admission for
children ages 12 years of age and
younger, free old-fashioned harvest
games and new contests in two compet-
itive exhibit categories which includes
“Largest Homegrown Tomato Contest.”
This event allows both urban and rural
kid gardeners to compete and get their
“Miracle Grow on!”
In addition old-fashioned harvest

games, such as gunny sack races, egg
relay races and water relays, will be of-

fered for two age divisions and located
on the lawn of the Missouri Depart-
ment of Transportation’s Highway Gar-
dens. Games for 4-7 year olds will be
offered between 11 a.m. and 12:30 p.m.,
and games for 8-12 year olds will be of-

fered between 1:30 p.m. and 3 p.m.  Free
entertainment listed on the website for
youngsters is plentiful.
For more information visit mostate-

fair.com

STATE FAIR
continued from page 10

See FESTIVALS page 22
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Clay Center, Kansas – When the Dec-
laration of Independence was signed on
July 4, 1776, our forefathers built their
hopes of the nation’s survival on some
important principles. John Witherspoon,
one of the Declaration signers wrote,
“Nothing is more certain than that a . . .
corruption of manners make a people
ripe for destruction.” This is the principle
of a Civil Society. Witherspoon and other
founders repeated this idea believing if
America did not upkeep its civility it
would become its greatest downfall. 
Would Franklin, Hancock and Adams

be encouraged at the state of our union

today? According to a USA Today poll
from several years ago 68% of readers
thought people were ruder today then 20
to 30 years ago.
Manners, etiquette, politeness all

speak of civility. Sandra Morisset, a pro-
fessional etiquette trainer, gave ABC
news an insight on a civil society saying
“It's all about your self-awareness and
treating others with respect. If you're not
aware of your behavior, that's a prob-
lem." I agree. Many Americans seem to
practice self-realization throwing off any
concerns about “what people may think”
and just “being themselves”. Yes, we
should be ourselves but not to the extent
we become careless in our attitude and
lifestyle to those around us. Crime, po-
litical corruption, declining business
ethics, family conflicts, broken friend-
ships and church divisions all have their
root in a lack of civility. Since our found-
ing we have advanced economically, ed-
ucationally and technologically but
plummeted in our manners.
What did our founders believe was the

foundation for a civil society? God. They
believed if Americans chose to worship
and follow Him it would lead us to be-
come moral citizens and assure a civil so-
ciety. However, if future generations
turned from God they warned that im-
moral behavior would rise and anarchy
fill our streets.
Jesus said, “I say to you, unless one is

born again he cannot see the kingdom of
God” (John 3:3). Jesus suffered, died and
rose again centuries ago that we might be
made into a new person. If we believe in
Him with all our being He will give us a
new heart and mind. When that happens
everything changes.
We become a new person laying down

our lives in love and service to others for
the glory of God. Imagine waves of peo-
ple in city after city being born again and
putting the concerns of others above
themselves. 
This is the answer for America’s fu-

ture. May Jesus be your hope for today
and the next generation.
Clint Decker is President and Evangelist

with Great Awakenings, Inc. Contact him
at cdecker@greatawakenings.org.

There are 94 days of summer. That in-
cludes three full moons, a couple of meteor
showers, at least two worrisome dry spells,
repeated bouts of suffocating humidity,
four dozen spectacular sunsets and a
handful of "this has to be one of the most
beautiful days of the year."
Some great storms are going to roll

through this summer, the kind of
storms that remind you you're not re-
ally as in control of life as you think you
are. Black heavy clouds will bully in the
from west, darken the sky and trip the
street lights at 3 in the afternoon. Thunder
will rattle the windows and shake pictures
on the walls. Torrents of rain will plug up
the storm sewers at the four-way stops.
A fast moving storm may pass through

in a matter of minutes. A slower moving
cell may linger as long as an hour. It's pos-
sible to sleep through a boomer and miss
it entirely. And it's possible to miss one be-
cause you are glued to the Weather
Channel, broadcasting from 500-miles
away, telling you what's happening in
your own backyard.
Robins will warble this summer as

morning sunlight streams through
the trees. A robin's trill lasts about
three to four seconds. Come

evening, mourning doves will coo to an-
nounce the arrival of twilight. A dove may
stick around and coo for three or four
minutes, 10 if you're lucky.
Bluebirds will glide across open wood-

lands and sparrows will build nests and
hatch eggs in your hanging ferns and flow-
ering baskets. They're fast though, very
fast. If you are inside enjoying the comfort
of air conditioning, you could miss them
entirely.
You can count on a large fracas in the

garden this summer. Arguing, bickering,
nitpicking, all the usual tit for tat. Yarrow
will try to upstage the begonias. Daisies
will stretch and bend to taunt the snap-

dragons and dahlias will puff their chests
in an attempt to intimidate the zinnias.
Meanwhile, from the safety of window
boxes, geraniums will boast that they have
always been mother's favorite.
Just when you think things have settled

down, blue and pink phlox will duke it out
for center stage with the coneflowers and
black-eyed Susans. It's hard to ignore the
color and commotion in the garden, un-
less of course, you're buzzing down the in-
terstate at 70 mph listening to all-news
radio all the time.
Even the tasty side of summer doesn't

last for long. A single stick Popsicle can be
gone in as little as three minutes, two if the
temperature is over 90.
Ice cream lasts longer, but not much. Es-

pecially if it's in a bowl smothered with hot
fudge and nuts.
I used to think there was a correlation

between summer and age. The older you
got, the shorter the summers got. Not so.
Summers may be shortest of all for chil-
dren.

The school year has ebbed into June
and now hogs the better part of August.
Pushy, that's all it is, just pushy. Summer
months mean special classes for the ac-
celerated kids, catch-up classes for

those lagging behind, required summer
reading for high school students, and
conditioning camps for anyone hoping to
play football, soccer or tiddlywinks.
There was a time summer dragged on
for so long that kids couldn't wait for
school to start. Now it seems as
though school never really ends.

Ecclesiastes 3:1 says, "There is an
appointed time for everything. And
there is a time for every event under
heaven."

Now is the time for summer. It
passes quickly, very quickly. Catch
it if you can.

LORI 
BORGMAN 
Nationally-
distributed 
columnist, author
and speaker 

viewpoint

CLINT 
DECKER 
President and
Evangelist with
Great
Awakenings, Inc.

hopefortoday

AMERICA’S FUTURE

Now is the time for summer

KHARISSA
FORTE 
Metro Voice

sisterskeeper
Last month, we discussed the fact

that much like Bible greats such as
Joseph, Daniel, and Esther, your calling,
too, will include trials and tribulations. 
While some women have reacted

very warrior princess-ish to facing these
hurdles, most women have questioned
if they’re really ready for the job God
has set out for them to do.
When my tests and hardships came,

I questioned if I was cut out for it, too.
Then, I realized that if I could change
the way that I think about these adver-
sities, then my attitude and my actions
may be able to change, as well.
Romans 12:2 backs up this idea. 
“Don’t copy the behavior and cus-

toms of this world, but let God trans-
form you into a new person by
changing the way you think. Then you
will learn to know God’s will for you,
which is good and pleasing and per-
fect.” (NLT)
Key phrase: changing the way you

think.
If I allow God to mold my mentality

on the tasks He has set before me, then
See SISTERS KEEPER page 12

Facing Your Destiny
Lesson Two: Change
Begins in the Mind



I can handle the pushback that comes with it. Perhaps, this is one
of the reasons why Paul said we overcome obstacles by taking our
thoughts captive and teaching them to obey Christ (2 Corinthians
10:5).
It all starts in the mind.
Being the omniscient deity that He is, I believe this is exactly

why God encouraged Joshua to be strong and courageous when
He called him to lead Israel into the Promised Land.
The best part is that these motivating words that God spoke to

Joshua are the very same mind shaping promises that can arouse
you to press on.

Be strong and courageous because He appointed you. (Joshua 1:6)
Your experience, qualifications, or lack thereof are secondary

concerns when it comes to your calling. God hand-picked you at
this appointed time for a reason. 
His reason.
We’ve heard this before, but it’s time

that we believe it: The fact that He called
you qualifies you and you are qualified
because He called. Simple as that.

Be strong and courageous because He
equipped you. (Joshua 1:7)
My husband and I love to road trip.

We’ve driven to Minneapolis, Denver,
Dallas, and a few other cities. 
Last year, we took our longest drive

ever – 19 hours to be exact – to Myrtle
Beach. 
We had an idea of where we were

going without an inkling of a clue on how we were going to get
there. All we knew for certain was that the GPS would guide the
way. We relied on that sweet piece of technology full-heartedly
and it gave us the confidence to proceed. We arrived safely, had a
great time and came back home just as secure.
God’s word is the GPS of our souls and it is how He equips us

to be strong and courageous in our calling.
You may have just an idea of where you’re going without a clue

on how you’re going to get there, but that’s okay because God’s
word provides the assurance you need to continue.

Be strong and courageous because He is with you. (Joshua 1:9)
He didn’t appoint us and equip us just to send us on our merry

way. He’s there through every step.
When you’re ready to give up, God is there to help you keep

going. When you feel unappreciated, God is there to reassure you
of your value. When you think no one cares, God is there to cher-
ish you with His love.
Because He is by your side, you can realize your calling with

full faith that you’re never alone. In fac-
ing your calling with all of its ups and
downs, we can have the mindset to be
strong and courageous. 
Next month, we’ll discuss what this

looks like in our interactions with oth-
ers.

Kharissa Forte is a wife and mother of
two. She received her journalism degree
from UMKC and uses it to enrich the

spiritual lives of women. For more infor-
mation, visit 

DreamBigMinistries.wordpress.com.
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What do countries that weathered the
Great Recession better than others have
in common? They got in better shape be-
fore the crisis struck.
Germany is one example. Reunifica-

tion meant great opportunity for Ger-
many, but it also meant a prolonged
period of economic weakness. The fiscal
and structural reforms lawmakers made
in response continue to pay dividends to
this day.
In the early 2000s, Germany embarked

on a pro-growth deficit-reduction course
coupled with structural labor market re-
forms. It lowered income taxes to im-

prove growth and implemented critical
labor market reforms to improve work
incentives and boost manufacturing pro-
ductivity.
To reduce the costs of its public pen-

sion program, it in-
creased the
statutory retire-
ment age, elimi-
nated early
retirement clauses
and changed the
way it calculates
pension payments.
Germany also
adopted cuts to
public-sector pay
(e.g., no more
Christmas-related
extra payments)
and reduced subsi-
dies for specific industries.
This approach gave Germany the

strong foundation it needed to weather a
worldwide economic slump that hit Eu-
rope particularly hard.

Across the globe, countries that fol-
lowed this model—that kept their budg-
ets in check and reformed entitlement
programs before the Great Recession
hit—emerged in better shape than coun-

tries that failed to
enact necessary re-
forms, according to
a new report from
The Heritage Foun-
dation.
“Countries that

exercised fiscal re-
sponsibility and re-
formed entitlements
before the Great Re-
cession had far more
policy flexibility
during the crisis and
were less likely to
suffer a severe or

prolonged slump,” said Salim Furth, the
report’s main author.
The Heritage study looked at data on

fiscal policy in Europe since 2007. It re-
vealed a variety of lessons policymakers

in Europe, the United States and else-
where can benefit from.
During the recession, Germany bene-

fitted from an alternative to expanded
unemployment: Kurzarbeit. Kurzarbeit
is a federal subsidy that makes up a por-
tion of lost pay for workers whose hours
are temporarily reduced  during cyclical
reductions in demand. Its purpose is to

encourage employers to retain trained
staff so that production can recover more
quickly in response to recovering de-
mand.
By keeping workers on staff during the

recession rather than laying them off,
German producers could rapidly take
advantage of rising demand when the

ROMINA  
BOCCIA 
Grover M. Hermann
fellow at The
Heritage 
Foundation

myopinion

How do countries weather economic storms?

“Countries that exercised
fiscal responsibility and
reformed entitlements

before the Great 
Recession had far more
policy flexibility during
the crisis and were less

likely to suffer a severe or
prolonged slump.”
SALIM FURTH

See ROMINA BOCCIA page 22
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CONCERTS
PHIL AND PAM MORGAN. July 4, 6pm. First Christian
Church, 125 S. Pleasant, Indep., MO. FCC’s 179th Birthday Cel-
ebration! 816-252-6100.
THE PERRYS. July 5, 7pm. Kearney First Baptist Church, 303
S. Grove, Kearney, MO 64060. 816-918-2676.
SIX FLAGS CHRISTIAN CONCERTS. Third Day, July 12 &
Mercy Me, Aug. 9. Six Flags St. Louis, 4900 Six Flags St. Louis
Railroad, Eureka, MO. sixflags.com
THE ISAACS. July 13, 5pm. Lenexa Baptist Church, 15320 W.
87th St., Lenexa, KS. 913-599-6447.
MATTHEW WEST AT KAUFFMAN STADIUM.July 26. Kauff-
man Stadium, 1 Royal Way, KCMO. Featuring a post-game ap-
pearance and speech. 
8TH ANNUAL SMITHVILLE CHRISTIAN FAMILY DAY. July
26, 10am-10pm. 100 E. Main St., Smithville, MO 64089. Free
admission. Features 12 Christian bands that will appear at
Nehemiah Fest in Sept. Kids activities – family friendly. 816-
645-1982.
THE DIXIE MELODY BOYS. Aug. 7, 7pm. First Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ), 2151 S Jefferson St., Kearney, MO
64060. 816-628-6653.
MERCY ME. Aug. 14, 7:30pm. Missouri State Fair, Sedalia,
MO. $20/$25. 800-796-6776.
CARMAN – NO PLAN B TOUR 2014.Aug. 16, 7pm. New Life
Assembly of God Church, 801 SW 1st St., Oak Grove, MO
64075. 816-690-3514.
TRAILS WEST FESTIVAL/BIG DADDY WEAVE. Aug. 17,
11am. Civic Center Park, St. Joseph, MO. Admission to all three
days is $8 advance and $10 gate. 816-233-0231.
DOWN EAST BOYS. Aug. 23, 7pm. First Christian Church (Dis-
ciples of Christ), 2151 S Jefferson St., Kearney, MO 64060. 816-
628-6653.
NEHEMIAH FEST VIII. Sept. 12-14. Smith’s Fork Park at
Smithville Lake, 1601 DD Hwy, Smithville, MO 64089. Three
Days, Four Stages, Forty Bands, One Mission. Music, Camping
Food, Worship, Building the kingdom together! www.nehemi-
ahfest.com.
ERNIE HAASE & SIGNATURE SOUND. Sept. 20, 6 p.m.
Graceway, 5460 Blue Ridge Cutoff, Raytown, MO 64133. (260)
484-1029
THE COOPER BROTHERS. Sept. 20, Food starts at 6pm,
Music starts at 7pm. Moment of Truth Bible Baptist Church,
310 Randolph Rd., Claycomo, MO 64119. 

SOUTHERN GOSPEL
(CALL FOR GROUPS)
SWEET SPIRIT & FRIENDS OUTREACH. May 17, food at
6pm and music at 7pm. Moment of Truth Bible Baptist

Church, 310 S. Randolph Rd., Claycomo, MO. sweetspiritand-
friends.webs.com/

ALPHA OMEGA CHRISTIAN MUSIC ASSOCIATION
MONTHLY MEETING, PRAYER, DEVOTION, POTLUCK
AND JAM. First Friday, 7pm. 10035 E. Westport Rd., Indep.,
MO 64052. 

MO-KAN GOSPEL MUSIC ASSOCIATION POTLUCK AND
JAM. Fourth Friday (except for Nov. & Dec. when we meet on
the 3rd Fri.). Northland Christian Church, 6120 NE 48th St.,
KCMO.  913-432-0359.

PENTECOSTAL TABERNACLE CHURCH, Second Saturday,

6pm. 341 S. 72nd St., Kansas City, KS 66111. Praise and Wor-
ship songs of Zion. 913-334-1009.

CGMA NW MO CHAPTER MEETING, GOSPEL MUSIC AND
POTLUCK.Second Saturday, Faith Assembly of God Church,
South 13 Hwy, Polo, MO. Travel North on I-35 North, go North
of Liberty to the Polo/Lathrop Exit. Turn right onto116 Hwy.
Go 12 mi to 13 Hwy. Turn left, go ¼ mile. pegcla@msn.com.

MOMENT OF TRUTH BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH.Third Sat-
urday in January, May, Sept. and Nov. at 7pm. 310 Randolph
Rd, Claycomo, MO. Gospel music sing. 816-452-4426.

RADIANT LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD.Last Sunday, 6:30 p.m.
Hwy. 33, Kearney, MO. Open mike. Gospel sing. 

GOSPEL JAMBOREE.Second Thursday, 7 p.m. Life Christian
Center, 1650 E Langsford Road, Lee’s Summit, MO. 816-878-
4694.  

PARADISE BAPTIST CHURCH.2nd Sunday, 6 p.m. Pot luck
dinner at 5 p.m. Paradise Missouri. 816-591-1020.

CLASSES, SEMINARS, 
CONFERENCES
FIBROMYALGIA SUPPORT GROUP MEETINGS. Lee’s
Summit: 2nd Sat. in July (because of holiday), 10:30-11:30am,
Woods Chapel Methodist Church, 4725 NE Lakewood Way,
3rd floor (South side-office entrance). Contact: Cindy at cindy-
haagar@gmail.com or Mary 816-220-7356; Mission: 2nd
Thursday, 7-8:30pm, Countryside Christian Church, 6101 Nall
Ave. Contact: Yvonne info@fibrocoalition.org, 913-384-4673;
Lawrence: 2nd Friday, 11:30am-1pm, Hy-Vee, 3504 Clinton
Pkwy. Contact: Rachel rachelfibro@gmail.com; 785-979-5393
(11am-7pm); Kansas City Northland: 4th Saturday, 10:30-
11:30am, Green Acres market, 4175 Mulberry Dr., Briarcliff.
Contact: Phyllis: pwoolard47@gmail.com; 816-888-1460.

5-DAY CLUB PRESENTATION. Through Aug. 9. Available
club times are: 10:30am, 1pm, 3:30pm & 6:30pm. Presented
by Child Evangelism Fellowship. 816-358-1138.

PASSAGES. Through Jan. 3, 2015. 3534 E. Sunshine St.,
Springfield, MO 65809. explorepassages.com

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL. July 6-10, 5:45pm-8:30pm. First
Christian Church, 2151 S Jefferson St., Kearney, MO 64060.
Theme: “Weird Animals”. 816-628-5583.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL. July 6, 6:30pm & July 7-9,
5:45pm. First Baptist Church, 2205 Iron St., North Kansas City,
MO 64116. Free. We are going to rock out with Jesus as we

welcome Him for VBS. There will be music, a foam machine,
t-shirts, games, FUN and God! Family meal, crafts and activ-
ities. Be sure to pre-register your students who have com-
pleted K-5th grade at http://tinyurl.com/KidzturnVBS.
816-842-1175.
VBS “AGENCY D3 – DISCOVER, DECIDE, DEFEND”. July
7-11, 9am-12pm. Pisgah Baptist Church, 1.5 miles east of Ex-
celsior Springs on Highway 10. Bible Study, music, crafts,
recreation, refreshments. 816-630-5121.
CENTRIKID CAMPS. July 7-11 & 14-18. 1600 University Ave.,
Bolivar, MO 65613. centrikid.com.
AVOID PROBATE SEMINARS. July 8 & 14, 7pm. Lewis Living
Trust Center, 700 NE Langsford Rd., Lee’s Summit, MO. Free.
816-524-3200.
PRINCESS TRAINING CAMP. July11-12. Dramatic Truth, 1015
Grandview Rd., KCMO. Ages 3-6  www.dramatictruth.org 816-
767-9222.
SET CONSTRUCTION WORKSHOP. July 11-12 . Dramatic
Truth, 1015 Grandview Rd., KCMO. Ages 11-adult   www.dra-
matictruth.org 816-767-9222.

HILLSIDE SAFARI VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL. July 14-17, 6-
7:30pm at Hillside Christian Church, 900 NE Vivion Rd., KCMO.
Family Picnic July 18, 5:30-7:30pm at Macken Park, located
at Clark Ferguson Drive and Howell St., North Kansas City,
MO. Both events are free. 816-453-2623.
VICTORY SOCCER CAMP. July 14-18, 8am-11am. Heritage
Christian Academy, Soccer Fields, 159th & Blackbob, Olathe,
KS. $89 camp fee. For Boys & Girls ages 5-12.
victoryinsoccer.org 913-284-7601.
VBS – “WEIRD ANIMALS – WHERE JESUS’ LOVE IS ONE-
OF-A-KIND.” July 14-18, 6-9pm. Cornerstone Church, 301 SE
AA Hwy., Blue Springs, MO 64014. Register online at www.cor-
nerstonelife.org. 816-228-1979.
NATIONAL WORSHIP LEADER CONFERENCE. July 15-17.
13720 Roe Ave., Leawood, KS. http://nationalworshipleader-
conference.com/. 913-897-0120.
PARENT PRACTICUMS. July 16-18. Prince of Peace Lutheran
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Family Events, Christian Concerts, Theatre, Youth Events, Meetings, Clubs, Bible Studies, Family Fun, Speakers and More!

calendar continued on next page



Church, 3625 SW Wanamaker Rd., Topeka, KS 66614.
www.classicalconversations.com 
AYELET STECKBECK. July 19, 10am. Or HaOlam Messianic
Congregation, 7029 W. 7th St., OPKS. Ayelet had been a stu-
dent at an ultra-Orthodox Yeshiva for women in Jerusalem.
913-383-8448. 
KANAKUK KAMP OUT. July 21-25. Lenexa Baptist Church.
www.comtokamp.com
CROSSWAY KIDS CAMP 2014. July 21-25, 9am-1:30pm.
CrossWay Bible Church, 701 NW Woods Chapel Rd., Blue
Springs, MO. Our 2nd annual free Bible-based sports camp
teaches children to have a winning attitude both on and off
the field. Sports including soccer, volleyball, football, basket-
ball and track, are taught at an age-appropriate level. Register
at www.crosswaybible.org/crossway-kids-camp-2014. For ad-
ditional information, please call 816-228-1411.
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL. July 21-25. Timothy Lutheran
Ministries, 425 NW RD Mize Rd., Blue Springs, MO 64014. Reg-
ister at www.TimothyLutheran.com. 816-228-5300.
“OPEN HOUSE” & INFORMATION MEETING. July 27,
8:25am-3:30pm. Nall Avenue Baptist Church, 6701 Nall Ave.,
Prairie Village, KS. Spon. by Classical Conversations. 816-589-
2177.
2014 WORSHIP DANCE INTENSIVE. July 27-Aug. 8. Dra-
matic Truth, 1015 Grandview Rd., KCMO. Guest instructors in-
clude: Liz Drimmel, Ian Poulis, Durell Comedy & Fabiana
Poulis. dramatictruth.org or 816-767-9222.
SINGLE LIFE INTENSIVE WORKSHOP. July 30 – Aug. 2. Cor-
nerstone Church, 301 SE AA Hwy., Blue Springs, MO 64014.
For singles ages 18-70. Career, family, friends, engagement –
this 39-hour workshop will take you into a whole other level
to experiencing LIFE TO THE FULLEST! Cost $125/person, after
July 25, $140. Register at www.cornerstonelife.org/events 816-
228-1979.
MUSIC BOOT CAMP.Aug. 1, 12:30-5:30; Aug. 2, 10am-4pm;
Aug. 3, Presentation @ 6pm. First Baptist Church, North

Kansas City, 2205 Iron St., North Kansas City. For children who
have completed Kindergarten through 5th grade. During this
3-day experience, children will participate in learning fun
songs and motions, activities that relate to the music, snacks,
recreation and rehearsals in preparation for our musical. $10
for 1 child, $15 for 2 children; $20 for 3 or more children. Cost
will include t-shirts, snacks, pizza party Sunday evening and
a copy of the music to keep. Register online at
http://tinyurl.com/MusicBootCamp. 816-842-1175.
EXODUS CRY ABOLITION SUMMIT. Aug. 6-8. Forerunner
Christian Fellowship (Main Sessions), 12444 Grandview Rd.,
Grandview, MO 64060. IHOPU (Break-out Sessions), 12905
US 71, Grandview, MO 64030. This conference will provide
you with the training and the tools to combat sex trafficking
in our modern society. Speakers include: Benjamin Nolot,

Don Brewseter and more. Worship leaders will include Misty
Edwards, Jason Upton, and John Mark McMillan. 816-527-
8316.
POSITIVE AGING EXPO. Aug. 14, 9am-3pm. Jewish Com-
munity Campus, 5801 W. 115th St., OPKS. Free; lunch will be
available to purchase. This free expo is geared to exposing
the community to all the programs, services, activities and
resources for positive, purposeful aging and keeping one’s
self happy, healthy and active. Annarose Ingarra-Milch, an
expert on positive aging, will be the keynote speaker. Call
Dawn Herbet at JFS, 913-327-8239 or Monica Burgin at
Catholic Charities, 816-659-8259.
HER CHOICE TO HEAL CLASS. Aug. 21, 6:30-8:30pm. Call
for location. Spon. by If Not For Grace Ministries. 816-237-
9769.
WOMEN OF FAITH 2014 TOUR. Aug. 22-23. Sprint Center,
1407 Grand Boulevard, KCMO 64106. Speakers & Worship
Leaders: Christine Caine, Patsy Clairmont, Natalie Grant, Lisa
Harper, Anita Renfroe, Lysa TerKeurst, Sheila Walsh, Matthew
West & Gateway Worship. www.womenoffaith.com. 
THE MESSIANIC JEWISH ROOTS INSTITUTE FALL SE-
MESTER. Begins Sept. 22 & 23. Nine 11 week courses offered
on the connection between Christianity/New Testament and
its original sources in the Scriptures. forfeldman@aol.com or
www.Jewishrootsinstitute.org. 
REGIONAL WOMEN ON THE FRONTLINES 2014.Oct. 16-
18. Christ Triumphant Church, 401 NE Chipman Rd., Lee’s
Summit, MO 64063. Featuring Patricia King, Stacey Campbell,
Pastors Alan & Carol Koch and Julie Meyer. ChristTri-
umphant.org 816-524-6120. 
RECONCILIATION WEEKEND. Oct. 31-Nov. 2. Registration
Deadlines: Earlybird – Sept. 5, Full Price – Sept. 19. Spon. by If
Not For Grace Ministries. info@infg.org
14TH ANNUAL FIBROMYALGIA CONFERENCE AND RE-
TREAT.Nov. 14 & 15. Elms Hotel & Spa, Excelsior Springs, MO.
New healing strategies for pain, fatigue, memory, sleep and
other fibromyalgia symptoms. www.fibrocoalition.org 913-
384-4673.
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PATRIOTIC CELEBRATION AT THE HEART OF AMERICA MINISTRIES CHURCH, 7600 BLUE
RIDGE BLVD., KCMO. FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CALL 816-356-6380.

JULY

6

Developers
Helpers

� Top Soil
� Decorative Rock
� Bulk Mulch in Black 

Brown, Ruby Red, Cedar
� Garden Mix
� Pulvarized Top Soil
� Sand & Gravel
� Fill Dirt/Clay
� Excavation
� Hydro Seeding
� Erosion Control
� Dump Truck & Bobcat

Call us today 
for all your outdoor needs!

816-697-2345
816-918-4631

Developers Helpers
Corner of 7 & 50 Hwys

Just East of Lee’s Summit
www.developershelpers.com



SPECIAL CHURCH EVENTS
INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATION. July 2, 6-8pm. Em-
manuel Baptist church, 10100 Metcalf Ave, OPKS. Hotdogs,
Hamburgers, water games, music, inflatables and more!
www.godfor.us.  
PATRIOTIC CELEBRATION. July 6, 10:30am. Heart of Amer-
ica Ministries Church, 7600 Blue Ridge Blvd., KCMO 64138.
816-356-6380.
MO-KAN BUSINESS MEETING. July 8, 6:30pm. The home
of Ralph & Pat Feugate, 114 N. Overton, Indep., MO. Call if di-
rections needed. Potluck meeting so bring your favorite food
to share. 816-252-9091. 
LOVE’S OUTREACH FOOD DISTRIBUTION. July 12, 11am-
12:30pm. Church on the Rock Outreach Center, 1700 SW Mar-
ket St., Lee’s Summit, MO. Free food for families in need. Valid
ID and proof of residency required to participate.
www.cotroc.org or 816-246-7625.
S.O.S. SUPPLY OUR SCHOOLS. 3 Dates/Locations: July 17,
Walmart, 11701 Metcalf Ave., OPKS; July 24, Walmart, 1000
Sam Walton Dr., Lee’s Summit, MO; July 31, Walmart, 16100
W. 65th St., Shawnee, KS. KCTV 5 will broadcast live on three
Thursdays from 6am – 5pm, encouraging shoppers to donate
school supplies for children in need in the Kansas City Area.
The Salvation Army will provide a truck to collect donations
in and will distribute the supplies to families in need in August.
816-968-0373. 
ICE CREAM SOCIAL. July 23, 6:30pm. Leawood Baptist
Church, Multi-Purpose Room, 83rd & State Line, Leawood,

KS. Everyone is welcome to attend and enjoy fellowship, cook-
ies, and ice cream – bring your family, neighbors, and friends!
913-649-0100.
FAMILY MOVIE AND MUNCHIES NIGHT. July 25 & Aug. 8,
8:30pm. Independence First United Methodist Church Home
of mana mei Lagi Islander Fellowship Church, 400 W Maple
Ave., Indep., MO. What’s better than bringing a blanket, grab-
bing some munchies and watching a FREE movie on a blow
up screen with the family??? Concessions will be available. 
FAITH AND FAMILY NIGHT. July 26, 6:10pm. Kauffman Sta-
dium, One Royal Way, KCMO 64129. The Kansas City Royals

will host the annual Faith & Family Night at the K presented
by Hobby Lobby when the Cleveland Indians come to the ball-
park. The post-game event will be hosted by Scott Dawson
of Safe at Home with special appearance from Royals players.
The event will conclude with a post-game performance by a
top performing Christian artist Matthew West.
Royals.com/faithandfamily 1-800-6ROYALS. 
LOVE’S OUTREACH COMMUNITY FOOD DISTRIBUTION
IN PLEASANT HILL. July 26, 9am-10am. Cass Co. Fair-
grounds, 308 W. Commercial, Pleasant Hill, MO. Free food for

families in need. Valid ID & proof of residency required to par-
ticipate. Free and open to the public. www.cotroc.org or 816-
246-7625.
GOD’S NOT DEAD – THE MOVIE.Aug. 1. Timothy Lutheran
Ministries, 301 SW Wyatt Rd., Blue Springs, MO 64014. Free,
register at www.TimothyLutheran.com 816-228-5300.
2014 RACHEL HOUSE GOLF TOURNAMENT.Sept. 8, 11am
Registration Begins, 1pm Shotgun Start. Staley Farms Golf
Club. Rachelhousefriends.org
MINISTRY PARTNER/VOLUNTEER ORIENTATION. Aug.
9. Email for location. Spon. by If Not For Grace Ministries.
info@infg.org
MISSOURI PRIMARY ELECTION.August 5, 2014. 
KANSAS PRIMARY ELECTION.August 5, 2014. 
ANNUAL KANSAS CITY PRO-LIFE DINNER.Sept. 12, 7pm.
Kansas City Marriott Downtown – Muehlebach Tower, 200
West 12th St., KCMO. Non-Refundable Registration Fee:
$100/person. Spon. by Vitae Foundation. 800-393-5791. 
12TH ANNUAL GOLF SCRAMBLE. Sept. 25. The Golf Club of
Creekmoor, 1112 E 163rd St., Raymore, MO. Spon. by TGIW,
Character that Counts, People Matter Ministries & Dedicated
Life Coaching. 816-331-2621.
CRAFTERS WANTED FOR 43RD ANNUAL HOLIDAY MAR-
KET.  November 8, 9:00 a.m - 3:00 p.m. 9700 Holmes Rd,
Kansas City, MO 64131.  Booth rentals support youth missions.
(816) 942-1729 or download registration at Holmeswood.org.

FINE ARTS
RHAPSODY IN GERSHWIN. Through July 6. Quality Hill
Playhouse, 303 W. 10th St., KCMO 64105. From Jazz joints to
concert halls to Broadway, George and Ira Gershwin put their
stamp on the American Songbook with songs that, decades
later, still resonate and speak to our hearts. 816-421-1700.
ROADS OF ARABIA: ARCHAEOLOGY AND HISTORY OF
THE KINGDOM OF SAUDI ARABIA. Through July 6. The
Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art, 4525 Oak Street, KCMO. Tick-
eted exhibition. 816-751-1278.
“THE WINTER’S TALE.” Through July 6, the show will run
Tues-Sun. evenings at 8pm with one show on Mon, June 30.
No show on July 4. Southmoreland Park, 47th & Oak Sts.,
KCMO 64111. Pres. By Heart of America Shakespeare Festival.
816-531-7728.
CHITTY CHITTY BANG BANG. Through Aug. 3. The Coterie
Theatre, 2450 Grand Blvd, Suite 144, KCMO 64108. 816-474-
6552.
BENTON IN BLACK AND WHITE. Through February 15,
2015. The Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art, 4525 Oak St., KCMO
64111. Join the city-wide celebration of Thomas Hart Benton’s
125th birthday! See a selection of lithographs in Gallery 214
and visit your favorite Benton paintings from the permanent
collection. 816-751-1321.
HONK! July 4-6 & 9-12. Gates open at 6:30pm, Curtain time
at 8:30pm. Shawnee Mission Park, 7710 Renner Rd., Merriam,
KS. Rated G. 913-826-3012.
JOSEPH AND THE AMAZING TECHNICOLOR DREAM-
COAT. July 8-13. Starlight Theatre, 4600 Starlight Rd., KCMO
64132. www.kcstarlight.com 
THE ADVENTURES OF TOM SAWYER. July 18-20 & 23-26.
Gates open at 6:30pm, Curtain time at 8:30pm. Shawnee Mis-
sion Park, 7710 Renner Rd., Merriam, KS. Rated G. 913-826-
3012.
“THE HIDING PLACE.” July 19, 10am Free coffee & bagel,
2pm & 7pm; July 20, 3pm & 7pm. Greenleaf Music & Arts
Academy, 1500 E KC Rd., Suite 10, Olathe, KS. Tickets are $10
in advance, $15 at door. www.greenleafstudio.org or 913-397-
7071. 
BIG RIVER: THE ADVENTURES OF HUCKLEBERRY FINN.
July 25-26, 7:30pm, Fri.; 2:30pm, 7:30pm, Sat. Kauffman Cen-
ter for the Performing Arts, 1601 Broadway Blvd., Kansas City,

‘THE HIDING PLACE’ – GREENLEAF MUSIC & ARTS ACADEMY, 1500 E. KC RD.,
SUITE 10, OLATHE, KS. WWW.GREENLEAFSTUDIO.ORG OR 913-397-7071

JULY
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CALL US ABOUT OUR NEWEST SHIPMENTS!  816-795-7212
18921 E. Valley View Pkwy (Near COSTCO) Independence, MO

Open: Monday thru Saturday, 10am to 6pm!

July SUPER Sale!

Looking for a 
Discount Christian

Book Store?
We’re now KC’s ONLY 

Wholesale Outlet!

Beginning July 9 thru July 31
Additional 20% OFF 

Already Reduced Prices.
Everything in Store!

No Exclusions!
Closed July 4 and 5 to Celebrate U.S. Independence

Don’t Miss Our BIG July Sale!

calendar continued on next page



MO 64108. 816-994-7222. Spon. by The Culture House. 
THE SOUND OF MUSIC. July 25-31. Starlight Theatre, 4600
Starlight Rd., KCMO 64132. www.kcstarlight.com
“THE LION AND THE MOUSE”. July 26, 11am-2pm. Pup-
petry Arts Institute, 11025 E. Winner rd., KCMO. 816-833-9777.

FAMILY OUTINGS
“WINSTON CHURCHILL: THE ARTIST.” Through Jul. 31,
10am-4pm, Mon.-Sat. Hallmark Visitors Center, 2450 Grand
Blvd., KCMO 64108. 816-274-3613.
IMAGINE ELEVEN. Each Sunday night through August 10
(July 6 – Liverpool, July 13 – Julian Vaughn + The St. Joe Jazz
All-Stars, July 20 – Riverson + Basslines Quartet, July 27 – The
Center State + Andy Grooms, Aug. 3 – The Elders + Jared John-
son, Aug. 10 – Break The Fall + To Speak In Whispers), 6-
8:30pm. Coleman Hawkins Park, Downtown St. Joseph, MO.
ImagineEleven.com
THE DISCOVERY OF KING TUT. Through Sept. 7. Union Sta-
tion, 300 W. Pershing, KCMO. The exhibit will feature a total
of 1,000 breathtaking reproductions that were scientifically
and expertly hand-crafted over five years by leading Egyptian
artisans. 816-460-6TUT.
STATE OF DECEPTION, THE POWER OF NAZI PRPA-
GANDA. Through Oct. 25. National Archives at Kansas City,
400 West Pershing Rd., KCMO. Produced by The United States
Holocaust Memorial Museum. 913-327-8190.
BOOMS & BLOOMS FESTIVAL. July 3 (Rain date July 5).
Powell Gardens, 1609 NW US Highway 50, Kingsville, MO
64061. $12/adults, $10/seniors, $5/children ages 5-12. Enjoy
Dazzling Daylillies, Heartland Harvest Garden, Children’s Ac-
tivities, Live Music (7:30pm Lee’s Summit Symphony takes
the stage for a pops concert that includes patriotic favorites.)
& Fireworks (Enjoy a sizzling fireworks display that begins at
approximately 9:30pm). 816-697-2600.
LIBERTY4TH  FEST. July 3-4. Activities include food booths,
dessert and barbecue competitions, a parade and a car show.
Spon. by The City of Liberty, William Jeweell College, Historic
Downtown Liberty and the Liberty Area Chamber of Com-
merce. On July 4, a band will play in Jewell’s Greene Stadium
at 9pm followed by fireworks at 9:45pm. For a complete
schedule, visit www.liberty4thfest.com. 
PARKVILLE 4TH OF JULY CELEBRATION. July 4, 10am-
10pm, Wed.; 6-10pm, Thu.-Sat. Main St. & Hwy 9, Parkville,
MO 64152. Our traditional salute to Independence Day in-
cludes pancakes for breakfast, a community parade, carnival
rides, lots of food, fun, games, shopping, music and, of course,
our fabulous fireworks finale. 816-505-2227.
GLADSTONE 4TH OF JULY CELEBRATION. July 4, 7:30pm.
Oak Grove Park, NE 76th & Troost Ave., KCMO 64118. Brink
blankets, chairs and a picnic as you enjoy a FREE music and
Fireworks. 816-437-2489.
THE BIG BANG! JACKSON COUNTY’S 4TH OF JULY CEL-

EBRATION. July 4, 5:30-10pm. Longview Lake Shelter #13.
Enjoy sweeping water views, sky divers, a kid’s carnival with
games and inflatables, military tribute, and a FREE CONCERT
with rising country rockers Backroad Anthem. TUNE YOUR
RADIO TO 94.9 KCMO FOR THE LIVE SIMULCAST OF THE FIRE-
WORKS MUSIC PROGRAM! Free. 816-503-4800.
INDEPENDENCE DAY! July 4, 9am. Missouri Town 1855,
8010 E Park Rd., Lee’s Summit, MO 64064. $5 adults, $3
youth/seniors, children 3 and under are free. Celebrate our
nation’s birthday 1855 style with period music, dance, chil-

dren’s games and craft demonstrations will make you feel
like you are in the 1850’s. 816-503-4860.
KC RIVERFEST 2014. July 4, 4-11pm. Country Club Plaza
Area, Richard L. Berkley Riverfront Park, 1298 Riverfront Dr.,
KCMO 64101. Admission $5. 816-561-7555.
INDEPENDENCE DAY. July 4, 10am-4pm. Mahaffie Stage-
coach Stop & Farm, 1200 Kansas City Rd., Olathe, KS 66061.
913-971-5111.
MOVIES IN THE PARK. July 7, 8:45pm, double feature BOLT
& Shaggy Dog, rated “G”. Shawnee Mission Park, 7710 Renner
Rd., Merriam, KS. 913-826-3012.
TRACTOR DAZE & TOUCH-A-TRUCK, SWAP MEET AND
MUD RUN. July 12, 9am-4pm, mud run at 4pm. The national
Agricultural Center and Hall of Fame, 630 Hall of Fame Dr.,
N. 126th, Bonner Springs, KS 66012. Family day of fun! All
types of big trucks, vehicles and equipment emergency, mo-
torcycles, semis, construction, modern-day and antique mil-
itary vehicles, farming equipment. Swap meet Friday,
noon-6pm, and Saturday, 9am-4pm. 913-721-1075.
27TH ANNUAL BINGHAM-WAGGONER ANTIQUE &
CRAFT FAIR. July 12, 9am-4pm. The Bingham-Waggoner Es-
tate, 313 W Pacific, Indep., MO. 100 antique dealers and
crafters on the beautiful Estate grounds. Free. 816-461-3491.
ENGLEWOOD ART WALK. July 18, 5-9pm. Englewood Sta-
tion Shopping District, 10900 E Winner Rd., Indep., MO
64050. See artists in action, demonstrations and live music,
refreshments and a chance to get up close and personal with

locally produced prints, photography, oils, sculpture, jewelry,
mixed media and more. 816-252-3372.
PICNIC IN THE PARK. July 20, 5-8pm. The Nelson-Atkins,
45th & Oak Streets, KCMO. Kansas City’s Biggest Picnic – Bring
a picnic or buy a picnic, Free ice cream provided by Blue Bell,
Art activities, Stone Lion puppets. 816-751-1ART
ART FOR ALL! FAMILY DAY EVENT.Aug. 2, 12-3pm. Kemper
Museum of Contemporary Art, 4420 Warwick Blvd., KCMO
64111. Docent tours, hands-on art making, take-home activ-
ities, and collaborative experiences will be offered throughout
the afternoon in conjunction with Accessible Arts of Kansas
City. 816-753-5784.

MONTHLY MEETINGS
BUILDING BETTER MOMS. The United Methodist Church

of the Resurrection, 13720 Roe Ave., Leawood, KS. For local
mothers of children in early childhood, elementary school,
middle school, high school, and for single moms, with both
day and evening meeting times available at the Leawood
campus. www.cor.org 913-897-0120.
WEEKLY - CHRISTIAN BUSINESS MEN’S COMMITTEE
meets weekly in various parts of the city. Call Jim Mathis, 913-
269-6709, for time and location. 
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Sozo the Foundations is a confidential,
Christian prayer ministry
that will bring you into
heartfelt personal
knowledge of God. Sozo
Ministry brings acceler-
ated inner healing, deliv-
erance and generational
freedom as you experi-
ence the kindness of the
Lord. Sozo the Foundations is Christ-cen-
tered and safe for your heart.

PICNIC IN THE PARK AT THE NELSON-ATKINS, 45TH AND OAK STREETS, KCMO. BRING A
PICNIC OR BUY A PICNIC! FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATON, CALL 816-751-1ART.

JULY
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For the rest of our 
Monthly Meeting list, visit

metrovoicenews.com
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How to Train Your Dragon 2
How could a team with names like Hic-

cup (Baruchel) and Toothless (Thorn) be
anything but fun? Hiccup has physically
matured since we last saw him in the first
“How to Train a Dragon”, but he still de-
lights in flying over the sea on the back of
his trusty dragon Toothless, exploring
caves. Hiccup’s dad Stoick (Butler), as his
name implies, worries that his son may
never acquire leadership skills required to
succeed him as the leader of their Viking
community. All of that changes when Hic-
cup comes upon the mysterious Dragon
Rider (Blanchett) and her colony of baby
dragons hidden away. Who is she, saint or
predator? The answer, my friends, will
only be revealed to those who see “How to
Train Your Dragon 2”.
  As you can see by the +4 rating, this is

entertainment for all ages from young
children to the oldest, grouchiest critics
looking for a reason to pan “How to Train
Your Dragon 2”. There is action and ex-
citement when villainous Vikings attack,
trying to capture dragons and train them
for war, but nothing scary. After all, if your
heart races a bit, you can be sure you won’t
doze off. The theme of harmony, joy in

what you have rather than what you want,
and acceptance of responsibility is not
forced on the kids, but they will grasp the
message.
DreamWorks has hit a homerun in this

delightful animated film.   Definitely a
treat instead of a treatment.

Preview Reviewer: Mary Draughon

Edge of Tomorrow
An officer who does military strategy

and publicity is recruited into a front line
battle against an alien life force (much like
those in the Aliens franchise) determined
to destroy all life on Earth. As the story
suddenly takes on a Twilight Zone-like
theme, he finds himself caught in a time
loop, repeating the same day over and

over. His skills increase as he faces the same
brutal combat scenarios, aided by a Special
Forces warrior who gets him closer to de-
feating the enemy with each attempt.
  Lots of videogame action, some witty

humor, and a Groundhog Day-like repe-
tition of events heighten this otherwise

bleakly-lit, rather excessive sci-fi thriller.
The language and the violence stay within
the PG-13 category.
  DVD Alternatives: Forbidden Planet.

A space adventure derived from, of all
places, Shakespeare’s play, The Tempest. A
starship crew goes to investigate a far off
planet once populated by an exploration
colony that hasn’t been heard from for
twenty years. Now, only two survivors re-
main and one, a Doctor Morbious, has a
deadly secret he can’t control. Walter Pid-
geon, Leslie Nielsen, and Anne Francis star
in this intelligent sci-fi film about space
explorers landing on a planet ruled by one
man and an evil force. Dr. Morbius and
his daughter Altaira have somehow sur-
vived a hideous monster that roams the
planet. Unknown to the rescue team,
Morbius has made a discovery, and has no
intention of sharing it.

moviereview

MOVIES, BOOKS, MUSIC & MORE!

Back by Popular Demand!

S’mores Blizzard
Treat Dad to a Father's Day DQ Cake.

Enjoy our Strawberry Lemonade Julius Drinks and Smoothies!

1900 SW 7 Hwy in Blue Springs
(1/2 miles south of 40 Hwy)  228-1711

14420 E. 40 Hwy
(Noland Rd. in Independence) 478-8060

Dairy Queen

Family
Owned &
Operated!

11904 Shawnee Mission Parkway, Shawnee, KS  
Ph. 913-962-5151.  Come see us! 

HOW TO TRAIN YOUR DRAGON 2
STARS: Jay Baruchel, Randy Thorn,
Cate Blanchett, Gerard Butler, America
Ferrera.
RATED:  PG
WRITER: Todd Burpo and Chris Parker 
DIRECTOR:Dean DeBlois

film411

EDGE OF TOMORROW
STARS: Tom Cruise, Emily Blunt, BIll
Paxton
RATED:  PG-13
DIRECTOR:Doug Liman

film411

DRAGONS AND SCI-FI HIT THE BIG SCREEN

Lead vocalist of Christian metal
band As I Lay Dying Tim Lambesis is
now serving time in prison for at-
tempting to have his estranged wife
killed by a hitman. The musician now
says that he is actually an atheist, and
many so-called “Christian” bands are
not what they claim to be either. 

According to Lambesis, As I Lay
Dying originated as a Christian
group, but members lost their faith
over time. Though the band felt that
they were lying by portraying them-
selves as Christian, the group wanted
to keep record sales up with the
Christian audience. 

“We talked about whether to keep
taking money from the ‘Christian
market,” Lambesis said. “We had this
bizarrely ‘noble’ thing, like, ‘Well,
we’re not passing along any bad ideas.
We’re just singing about real life stuff.
Those kids need to hear about real
life, because they live in a bubble.”

Lambesis now feels that “when
you change your views, you kind of
owe it to the fans to be honest.”

According to the singer, As I Lay
Dying is not the only band putting up
false pretences. "We toured with more
'Christian bands' who actually aren't
Christians than bands that are. In 12
years of touring with As I Lay Dying,
I would say maybe one in 10 Chris-
tian bands we toured with were actu-
ally Christian bands," he said.

How real is
the band’s
faith in God?
As I Lay Dying's Tim
Lambesis says for 9
out of 10 Christian
bands, it isn’t
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It has nineteen thousand reviews on
Amazon, with an average rating of five
stars. I try to keep up with what’s new and
notable in publishing but even with nine-
teen thousand reviews I had no intention
of reading this novel until both my son
and daughter (separately) asked if they
could buy it. After all, they said, all their
friends are reading it. It’s called
The Fault in Our Stars
and the movie
adaptation has
teen girls across
America crying.
(I am assigning this

review a full-out spoiler
alert; you have been
warned.) The Fault in Our
Stars centers around two
teenaged characters who are
brought together in a com-
mon battle against cancer.
Hazel, who narrates the book, is
sixteen and has lungs so badly
damaged by cancer that she must
always be connected to a source of
oxygen. Though drugs are currently con-
trolling her illness, she knows that she has
only years, not decades, to live. One day
she attends a church-based cancer support
group where she meets Augustus who is
seventeen and recovering from osteosar-
coma.
Hazel and Augustus immediately hit it

off and begin a romance centered around
Hazel’s favorite book: An Imperial Afflic-
tion by the fictional author Peter Van
Houten. This book so closely describes her
life and condition that she views it as her
Bible, the book that best describes reality
as she experiences it. Because Van Houten
deliberately left the book unfinished, her
dream is to go to Holland to meet him and
to find closure by finding out what hap-
pened to the characters.
  As she and Augustus date, we find out

that Augustus has an outstanding Wish
(granted by a Make-a-Wish foundation)
and he uses his wish to take Hazel to Am-
sterdam to meet the elusive Van Houten.
They do meet him and find that he is an
angry, raving alcoholic and that they will

get no answers from him. They deal with
their disappointment by going to a hotel
and taking one another’s virginity.
  No sooner do they return to America

then Augustus finds that his cancer has re-
turned worse than ever. Hazel stays by his
side, their love growing all the while, until
he dies.

The story isn’t exactly morbid, but
it also doesn’t qualify as feel-good
literature. I suppose most people
probably cry at the end. But as I
read The Fault in Our Stars, I
found it very difficult to un-
derstand why so many
young people are raving
about it. I read Twilight
and immediately un-
derstood why young
women had re-
sponded to it so
strongly; I read
The Hunger
Games and im-

mediately under-
stood why both young men

and young women enjoyed it. But
The Fault in Our Stars? What sets it apart
from the billion-and-one other teenage
romance dramas? It is much less clear to
me.
But I do have a theory. As far as I can

see, Green has not written teens as they
are, but as they’d like to be perceived. I re-
member that when I was a teenager I
wanted to be taken seriously and believed
that big words and deep thoughts would
give me a kind of legitimacy I otherwise
lacked. And this is what Green does: he
creates characters that talk like, well, mid-
dle-aged men—characters who have the
philosophical background, verbal expres-
sion, and vocabulary of people much
older than them. The way the main char-
acters express themselves sounds suspi-
ciously like the way a middle-aged man
would express himself, and especially so if
he was trying to impress everyone else
with his deep thoughts and extensive lex-
icon. I love how this reviewer says it: “The
problem is that indicating that your char-
acters are intelligent by giving them all the
voice of a 30-year-old Yale English Lit
major who is trying to impress a date is

not great writing. It is (brace yourselves)
mediocre writing that tramples and ig-
nores and substitutes any genuine charac-
ter voices with your own.” Indeed. And
therefore we find Hazel saying things like
this:
  “How did scrambled eggs get stuck

with breakfast exclusivity? You can put
bacon on a sandwich without anyone
freaking out. But the moment your sand-
wich has an egg, boom, it’s a breakfast
sandwich. … I want to have scrambled
eggs for dinner without this ridiculous
construction that a scrambled egg-inclu-
sive meal is breakfast even when it occurs
at dinnertime.”
Of course she also speaks about weight-

ier subjects than scrambled eggs, but typ-
ically in a similar voice and with similar
language.
So my theory is that the real attraction

is that the characters think big thoughts.
They think big thoughts and use big
words and big concepts to express them.
Green takes his teenaged characters seri-
ously instead of making them hopelessly
shallow and obsessed with trite issues.
These aren’t characters from an
Archiecomic who care only about who
dates whom and whose car is the nicest.
These are characters wrestling with the big
issues of life and death and who are capa-
ble of waxing eloquent about them. In
fact, in this book the teens are complex
and the parents are shallow. In that way its
subtly rebellious, an upside down world
where the kids get it and the parents do
not. Green writes as an adult who is down
on adults—as an adult who gives young
people what they want to hear.
In the end I would hesitate to recom-

mend The Fault in Our Stars to its in-
tended audience of teens and young
adults. Green does offer a lot of interesting
insights into morality and mortality and
there are some pretty good lines mixed in.
“Grief does not change you, Hazel. It re-
veals you.” “Some tourists think Amster-
dam is a city of sin, but in truth it is a city
of freedom. And in freedom, most people
find sin.” He also ably contrasts Hazel, who
is content to die unknown and unnoticed,
with Augustus who feels that life is only

WHAT’S THE FAULT IN ‘FAULT IN OUR STARS?’
Warning: Spoilers Ahead

See BOOK page 20
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Northern Ireland's Bluetree  has re-
cently signed on with Integrity Music.
The band, formed by members of local
churches in the surrounding Belfast
area, has a new album Worship & Justice
coming out soon. Known for their ac-
tivity in social justice around the world,
Bluetree has had a hand in helping min-
istries end human trafficking. 
“Our response to worship is mission

and justice,” lead singer Aaron Boyd
says, “we speak for those who cannot
speak for themselves and bring injustice
from the darkness into the light.”
Hamilton mentions his passion for

human justice stems largely from his
being a parent of two young daughters,
one of whom also has cystic fibrosis.
For more information on Bluetree, their
ministry, and their music, please visit
www.Bluetreeworship.com.
As of June, Gotee Records celebrated

its twentieth year offering great Chris-
tian music to the world. Founded by
Grammy-winner TobyMac, as well as

producers Joey Elwood and Todd
Collings, the label is celebrating two
decades of music with the release of a
special compilation album. Gotee
Records: Twenty Years Brand New is
available on iTunes and Amazon, but
also offers a limited edition physical CD
at their website, Gotee.com/store. The
album features new songs from the
label’s current lineup, along with former
artists signed with the label, including
Jamie Grace, Out of Eden, Capital Kings
and quite a few more. 

TobyMac has described the twentyl-
year plus experience as “indescribable.”
"Walking alongside artistry at Gotee

Records has always been one of my most
cherished and fulfilling roles."
Likewise, Gotee Records recently an-

nounced the RIAA Gold certification of
two singles surpassing the 500,000
thresholds with downloads and on-de-
mand streams. Jamie Grace's "Hold Me"

(featuring TobyMac) places
Grace as one of only a handful of
female Christian artists to receive
this honor; and Grits' "Ooh Ahh"
(also featuring TobyMac) cele-
brates being the only Christian
hip-hop/rap artist to earn Gold
single certification.
Another multi-Grammy

Award winner is doing some-
thing new, also! Amy Grant an-
nounced she will be releasing her
first career remix album, In Mo-
tion: The Remixes, on August 19.
Featuring new versions of many

of Grant’s biggest hits, including "Baby
Baby," "Every Heartbeat," and "That's
What Love Is For," Amy has teamed up
with many well-known DJs and pro
When fans pre-order the album on

July 22, they will instantly receive the
song "Baby, Baby," remixed by
GRAMMY-nominated producer, DJ
Dave Audé. 
"Remixing 'Baby, Baby' has definitely

been one of the highlights of my career,"
Audé said. "I loved this song when it was
released in 1991, and I still love hearing
it today." 
Billboard recently premiered the new

version on its site at www.billboard.com
and Grant, herself, announced the new
project on her YouTube page.
"I am humbled and honored that

these amazingly talented producers have
leant their gifts to my songs. They have
given me reason to want to get up and
dance again!" Grant said.
To hear Grant personally announce

the project, visit her YouTube page.
Audio Adrenaline and Kevin Max re-

cently announced their amicable part-
ing, after Max fronted the band for the
last two years. All shared a deep respect
for each other, but said Max and the
band were going in separate directions,
artistically. Kevin Max  has a new album
coming soon, entitled Broken Temples,
while Audio Adrenaline has announced
they will continue to work with the
Hands and Feet Ministry.
Don’t forget to check out the many

concerts that are advertising this month
including the Kansas City Royals and
Matthew West who will appear at Faith
and Family Night at the K on July 26.

meaningful if he achieves distinction
and notoriety.
And yet it’s not all good. There is a

considerable amount of profanity and
sexual innuendo, and a surprising
number of blends of “god” and
“damn.” There is a considerable
amount of complaining about au-
thority, defying authority and, of
greater concern, belittling it. That ex-
tends to the Bible’s authority. At one
time Green had apparently intended
to be a minister and vestiges of a
Christian worldview can be found in
the book, but only vestiges. Mostly he
teaches—well, I don’t know what he
teaches. It’s not nihilism, but neither is
it Christian hope and optimism. In a
novel about illness and death, he
makes suffering meaningless and eter-
nity dubious. 
Of equal concern is the minor plot

line that brings the sixteen and seven-
teen year-old together in bed. Though
it is not particularly alluring or ex-
plicit, the moral is that it is far better
to find a soulmate and have sex with
him or her than die a virgin.
  Would I allow my children to read

The Fault in Our Stars? I guess it
would depend on their age and matu-
rity. I’m certainly not afraid of the
book; the message of the gospel is not
only far more powerful than what
Green presents but also far more
hopeful. If they were to read it, I am
sure they would quickly spot the con-
trast between the bleakness of Hazel’s
and Augustus’ reality and the hope
and joy of the gospel.

BEACON BIBLE 
& BOOK STORE

517 Main Street • Belton, MO  •  816-331-8974
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9 to 6 • Sat. 9-5 • See our Facebook Page!

2015 CALENDARS 
ARE HERE!

Bible Covers and more
20% off any item with ad.

one item with coupon
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Dear Dave,
What things do you advise buying used

versus buying brand new?
––Amy

Dear Amy,
I’m afraid there’s not one good, across

the board answer, because it all depends
on where you are in your financial plan.
When it comes to cars, you should al-

ways buy good, used vehicles, unless you
have a million dollars or more in the
bank. New automobiles drop in value
like a rock, so buy smart and let some-
one else take the hit in depreciation. You
don’t become wealthy by investing in
things that go the wrong way.
If you’re talking about clothing, and

you’re broke or trying to get out of debt,
there’s absolutely nothing wrong with
shopping consignment stores — espe-
cially for kids. They wear things three
times, and then they’ve outgrown them.
“Experienced” clothing is a great buy for
adults, too.
Of course there are other things, but

here’s the deal. As your money situation
improves, you’ll be able to buy more
new things. The price of “new” will be-

come a smaller and smaller percentage
of your financial world.
But when you’re broke, deep in debt

or don’t have a big income, the money
you spend on anything is a big percent-
age. At times like this, a decent $50
washer or dryer in the classifieds can be
the best deal on the planet!

—Dave 

Dear Dave,
  My employer offers a regular 401(k)

and a Roth 401(k). I’ve got several years
before I retire, which one should I choose?

––Jennifer

Dear Jennifer,
Take the Roth!
If you put your money into a Roth

401(k), and by retirement age there’s $1
million in there, that money is yours
tax-free. By comparison, if it’s in a reg-
ular 401(k), you’ll pay taxes on that $1
million, which will come out to about
$300,000—maybe $400,000 at the rate
things are going now. You’ll lose 30 to 40
percent of your money.
My personal 401(k) is a Roth. And in

this situation, yours should be too!
—Dave

Why do so many people begin
things and not finish them? Why
do some projects begin at the speed
of light and end up with a foul ball?
Although many factors may be in-
volved, it usually comes down to a
lack of commitment. If you are
truly committed to a project you
will cover all your bases and score a
homerun.
True commitment is the catalyst

for making things happen. I like
the way Goethe said it,
“That moment when one finally

commits oneself, then Providence
moves too.” 
Before taking on a project or

venturing out, consider if you find
the cause worthy of your unwaver-
ing commitment.  If so, press on.
Get on First Base: Talk about

your goal as you move forward
with your project. Share what you
are doing with colleagues, friends,
and family. You will begin to notice
people giving you tips or ideas or
spurring you on as they see your
commitment and involvement.
Round Second Base: Let people

know how you have been able to
incorporate their ideas into the
plan. True commitment inspires
others to support you from the
stands.
Run to Third Base: Expect to en-

counter a few stumbling blocks like
fatigue or discouragement, but find

a way to overcome the barriers.
Keep your energy up, your eye on
the coach, and your goal as home
plate.
Slide into Home Plate:  When

the time is right, press on to com-
plete your home run. Celebrate the
run with those who helped along
the way.
Making a personal commitment

resolving to see things through.
This principle is a foundation of
excellence in leadership. Be steady
in your commitment and enjoy the
accomplishment, but even more
importantly, enjoy the people
you’ve grown to know better along
the way.
“Commit everything you do to

the Lord. Trust Him, and He will
help you. He will make your inno-
cence as clear as the dawn, and the
justice of your cause will shine like
the noonday sun.”
Psalm 37:5-6 NLT

Bill
Lewis
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@stonehillwinery.com
The Hermann is a picturesque German
community offering old-world hospitality
and the quiet charms of an earlier time.
Festival visitors enjoy live music, wine &
beer, traditional German food, winery
tours, tasting and sales. 

Kansas
AMELIA EARHART FESTIVAL
July 18 – 19, 2014
Atchison, KS  66002
Atchisonkansas.net
Each summer the community pulls out all
the stops in honor of its favorite daughter,
complete with a downtown music, food
and crafts fair, star-filled outdoor concert,
children’s activities, carnival, awards and
honors, Earhart research and literature,
music on the beautiful Riverfront, aero-
batic performances and fireworks show.

DODGE CITY DAYS
July 25 - August 3
Dodge City, KS  67801
dodgecitydays.com
It is the
second
largest
festival in
Kansas
with over
50 events.
Its original
intent was
to cele-
brate
Dodge
City's
great
Western heritage, and it still accomplishes
that today.  This year’s theme is “Saddle
Up and Enjoy the Ride.”

GOESSEL COUNTRY THRESHING DAYS
August 01, 2014 - August 3, 2014 
Goessel, KS 67053 
wheatco.org 
More than 100 exhibitors from a 7-state
area display and demonstrate antique
equipment
related to
farming
during the
past cen-
tury. Addi-
tional
demon-
strations and ethnic Mennonite food are
provided in conjunction with the Mennon-
ite Heritage & Agricultural Museum. 

HILLSBORO ARTS & CRAFTS FAIR 
September 20, 2014
Hillsboro, KS 67063
hillsboroartsandcraftsfair.org
Exhibitors from across the nation are se-
lected by a committee of judges and in-
vited to bring their handcrafted products
to Hillsboro for its nationally recognized
craft show.  Local food and hometown
hospitality add flavor to this already spec-
tacular event. 

THE MCPHERSON SCOTTISH FESTIVAL
AND HIGHLAND GAMES
Sept 27 & 28, 2014
McPherson, KS 67460
macfestival.org
Festival includes competitions in Highland
heavy athletics, Scottish Highland danc-
ing, and solo piping and drumming. Two
full days of activities also include clan and
genealogy tents, Celtic harp, sheepherd-
ing demonstrations, display of Clydes-
dales, Highland cattle and birds of prey,
Renaissance sword fighting, children’s
pint size athletic games, hands-on crafts,
a barrel train, food and product vendors,
Celtic musical groups, and a British car
show.
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Metro Voice 
Classifieds Work!!

Just $10 for twenty words.
It’s the best deal around! 

Call 816-524-4522. 

MUSIC WORSHIP LEADER. 5 hours
($70) week. Wyandotte County Church.
More information:
larry.s.keller@gmail.com

DAYCARE. The Sheepfold Daycare pro-
vides summer childcare Monday – Friday
7am-7pm. Limited evening and weekend
slots. Call Dorie at 913-660-3191.
http://thesheepfolddaycare.weebly.com/

CHRISTIAN COUNSELING SERVICES.
7029 W. 74th St., O.P., KS. For families,
couples and individuals. For appoint-
ment call Dorie 913-660-3191.
http://scofielddorie.wix.com/counseling

LAWN CRYPT for two at Mt. Moriah
available from original owner. Includes
both final closings. Current price: $7590.
Accepting best offer. Mr. Post 816 331-
0113.

ENROLLMENT IS NOW OPEN AT
CHRISTIAN ACADEMY AND COLLEGE.
For a free packet of information call 816-
356-6380, email: info@heartofameri-
caministires.com or visit our web site at:
http://www.heartofamericaministries.co
m/heart.php OUR CHRISTIAN ACADEMY
is a great school for boys and girls, Pre-
school through 12th grade. We provide
the most quality education in a safe, lov-
ing Christian environment which is con-
ducive to learning. OUR BIBLE COLLEGE
is training Christian Workers, both Pas-
tors and Laymen, to serve as leaders in
the Kingdom of God both locally, nation-
ally and internationally. Students may
participate by attend resident classes as
well as taking Correspondent/Online
Courses. 

DELIVERY ROUTES: Metro Voice is ex-
panding our delivery. Only a few hours
each month delivering to churches,
bookstores and schools. 816-524-4522

FOR SALE Beautiful 4-Bedroom Home
FSBO - $224,900 / 816-830-3782. 509
Fairway Road, Belton, MO, 4 br, 3.5
baths, Family Room with custom enter-
tainment center, kitchenette. www.for-
salebyowner.com

AARON’S GUITAR SCHOOL Learn gui-
tar in a Christian setting. All ages. All
styles. Acoustic or Electric. www.aarons-
guitar-school.com 913-708-2985

AVAILABLE FOR CHURCH CHILDCARE
FOR SPECIAL EVENTS OR BIBLE
STUDY. GENERAL CLEAING. References
available. Stay at home Mom. 816-322-
3345 or 816-769-8593. 

Place your classifed ad with the Metro Voice! Call today: 816.524.4522

“Pray for Our
Nation”

Pick up a FREE bumper sticker 
at Beacon Bible Books in Belton or 

Tree of Life in Independence!

global economy improved. Gov-
ernment intervention comes with
costs and unintended conse-
quences, but given the choice be-
tween expanding unemployment
benefits or temporarily reducing
worker’s hours, the latter proved
successful within the German
context.
Although large bailouts and

stimulus efforts during the reces-

sion steeply increased Germany’s
national debt, the country re-
sponded by adopting a Swiss-
style debt brake and a
spending-cut-heavy budget to get
there, suggesting a commitment
to control spending and debt
moving forward.
The U.S., on the other hand, is

on course to amass unsustainable
debt, which according to the
Congressional Budget Office “in-
creases the risk of a fiscal crisis in
which investors would lose so

much confidence in the govern-
ment’s ability to manage its
budget that the government
would be unable to borrow at af-
fordable rates.”
Short of a debt-driven fiscal

crisis, high debt also leaves the
U.S. unprepared to respond to
external shocks as “lawmakers
would have less flexibility than
they otherwise would to use tax
and spending policies to respond
to unexpected challenges.”
Although Germany faces

headwinds—its economy is still
less free than the United States
and its demographic challenges
are even more severe—the expe-
rience of the European power-
house during the recession shows
that preparation is key to weather
crises.
To prepare the U.S. for the

crises that lie ahead, lawmakers
should control spending and the
debt with entitlement reforms.
The time to act is now, before the
next crisis strikes.

ROMINA 
continued from page 12

"You hear this gasp go through the congregation, and everybody
starts applauding, and it's like you can see hope coming back into
their eyes," she said.
Shaunti's husband Jeff explained such hope can be crucial in help-

ing a couple actually survive.
"Shaunti and I have had tough patches," he admitted. "But we never

once thought that we weren't going to make it. We knew we were
going to. So you work through the tough patches and you move on
to the other side. And the other side is always good."
Feldhahn stated people can make other choices to divorce-proof

their marriage.
"People who decide not to live together before they get married,

that has been proven to have a really good effect on the marriage,"
she said as an example. "And so you might get down to the 5, 10 per-
cent divorce odds."
  Now Feldhahn and others hope people will spread the word.
  "To be able to get this information into other people's hands

quickly," she said, "I really think we can change the paradigm from
discouragement to hope."

DIVORCE MYTH
continued from page 6

FESTIVALS 
continued from page 10



tually, lead them to freedom. The team fin-
ishes their vital pre-mission preparation
and one-by-one, quietly slip from the room
to walk these dangerous streets.
This isn’t a Third World country. This is

Kansas City and here is an unprecedented
slavery crisis encompassing the globe.
Every eight seconds another person is

sold. The International Labor Organization
estimates that nearly 21 million people
worldwide are victims of human traffick-
ing. Approximately 4.5 million of those vic-
tims are trafficked for the purpose of sexual
exploitation. 

Kansas City residents are often surprised
to learn that their mid-sized Midwestern
community is an epicenter of this sex busi-
ness, with predators roaming the area’s
malls and mega-movie complexes looking
primarily for shy young men and women
who, for whatever reason, have little self-es-
teem, weak connections to family life or
wish to escape an abusive situation. 
In gaining the trust of these vulnerable

young people, predators play the role of
strong and caring father figures offering en-
couragement, resources and a way out of
whatever situation the young people face.
Over time, perhaps through social media
like Facebook, texts or meetings around
town, these teenagers and young adults are
lured into a trap for which there is often lit-
tle chance for escape. 
Kansas City is at the crossroads both fig-

uratively and literally. At the intersection of
two of the nation’s most-traveled inter-
states, these local highways are exactly why
the FBI has identified the metropolitan area
as a hub for human trafficking, prompting
local, state and federal law enforcement to
collaborate in fighting trafficking. 
Among them is the Kansas City-based

Exodus Cry, which was founded by Ben-
jamin Nolot and is built on a foundation of
prayer, It is committed to abolishing sex
slavery through Christ-centered preven-
tion, intervention and holistic restoration
of trafficking victims. 
Terry Mosteller, director of prevention

at Exodus Cry, says the organization isn’t a
“smash-and-grab” effort like those that

Hollywood portrays when someone is res-
cued from sex slavery. 
“The reality is that when that smash and

grab happens, the victims end up back in
slavery,” Mosteller says. “The decision to
leave, like all decisions for a slave, was made
for them — they did not decide themselves.
Our goal, week after week after week is to
cultivate a relationship with these individ-
uals, which empowers them to make the
decision themselves.”
Since late June Exodus Cry has had

members at the World Cup in Brazil. They
are using every technique they know —
and have taught to others, including law
enforcement and government leaders — to
reach the thousands of children and teens
who are being sold for sex to the massive
crowds visiting for the games. 
This August, the organization will call a

new generation to take a stand against
modern-day slavery. Through its three-day
Abolition Summit, Exodus Cry will provide
abolitionists from all over the world the
training and tools to effectively combat sex
trafficking — both around the world and
here at home.
Mosteller says that people don’t realize

that there are more slaves today than at any
time in human history. It’s a quiet scourge
that often goes under reported and Exodus
Cry is hoping to increase awareness among
young and the old by using the term “abo-
lition.” They want to evoke the same power
the word had when used by William
Wilburforce — the 18th century British
legislator who led the way in ending that
nation’s slave trade.
Linking human trafficking to modern-

day slavery is important, says Mosteller, be-
cause most of these victims have not been
given a choice to make decision for them-
selves — decisions have been stolen from
them. Exodus Cry believes relationship
building empowers them to make their
own decision to leave.
While Hollywood may not accurately

portray how difficult it is to escape human
trafficking, they are more successful in
showing that children don’t find prostitu-
tion. Prostitution finds them. In recent
years, state legislators, including those in
Kansas, have been moving to change the
way underage sex workers are treated. 

“They are not criminals,” says Mosteller,
“They’re victims. And the sooner we realize
that and treat them as such, the sooner we
can end the practice of sex slavery.” 
To do that effectively, Exodus Cry fo-

cuses on four pillars: prevention, interven-
tion, restoration and media through its
ground-breaking documentary “Nefari-
ous,” which has been screened for foreign
leaders and a standing-room-only crowd of
members of the U.S. Senate and Congress.
The upcoming summit aims to share

this strategy with attendees and organizers
hope to rally the church, non-profit organ-
izations and government representatives to
tackle sex slavery head on in their commu-
nities. A bill will soon be introduced in
Congress that will tackle domestic and for-
eign trafficking.
Until then it will take educating the

church and the public about the scale and
danger of sex trafficking and what it means
to our communities. The summit will do
its part by bringing together people from
around the world who want to end the sex-
ual abuse.
The summit will take place in Grand-

view, August 6—8. The event will feature
interviewees and experts from the award-
winning documentary, “Nefarious: Mer-
chant of Souls,” including Nolot, the film’s
producer, as well as Annie Lobert and Don
Brewster. The speakers will share com-
pelling personal stories about their experi-
ences working in the field and establishing
avenues of escape. 
Nolot is also the co-author of ‘Babylon,

The Resurgence of History’s Most Infa-
mous City,’ which discusses emerging
global trends.
Lobert, who founded Hookers for Jesus

in 2005 after surviving more than a decade
of sex trafficking, reaches out to women
who have been abused. She has been fea-

tured on “The Today Show,” “Dr. Drew’s
Lifechangers,” the “700 Club” and “Night-
line.”
Brewster is CEO and founder of Agape

International Missions. In 2005, he and his
wife moved to Cambodia to fight against
the evils of child sex trafficking there. To-
gether, they have spearheaded the effort to
open and operate homes for rescued vic-
tims. Agape International Missions cur-
rently impacts more than 10,000 people a
year and was recently featured on “The
CNN Freedom Project.”
In addition, guests will have the oppor-

tunity to attend breakout sessions designed
to provide practical, realistic tools that will
allow abolitionists to pursue their own ad-
vocacy efforts with confidence. Topics in-
clude policy advocacy and legal reform, and
the importance of demand reduction. Net-
working opportunities will allow attendees

to meet and collaborate with others in the
field. 
The event will also spotlight musical

artists who have been inspired to use cre-
ativity to fight for justice. Worship leaders
will include Jason Upton and acclaimed
singer-songwriter John Mark McMillan. 
In the end, Mosteller says, it is about em-

powerment and restoration.
“Empowering the church to help, em-

powering the victims and empowering leg-
islators to do something,” Mosteller says.

“And the key to success is restoration.
We give them hope found in Christ.”
To learn more about Exodus Cry’s mis-

sion and its commitment to abolishing sex
slavery, visit: http://exoduscry.com.
To learn more about the third annual

Exodus Cry Abolition Summit or to regis-
ter for the event, go to: exoduscry.com/abo-
litionsummit/. 
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ent nation and transformed subjects into
citizens, but it has become the universal
benchmark for at least one hundred other
countries that now possess a document
that declares their independence from pre-
vious tyrannical rule. 
France, Norway, Belgium, Poland,

Switzerland, Venezuela, Mexico, and Ar-
gentina all drew inspiration from Amer-
ica’s Revolution and Declaration of
Independence within the first hundred
years of its fruition. Thomas Jefferson
wrote to John Adams in 1821, “The flames
kindled on the Fourth of July, 1776, have
spread over too much of the globe to be
extinguished by the feeble engines of des-
potism; on the contrary, they will consume
these engines and all who work them.”
In honor of America’s 238 years as a re-

public, Passages, a traveling exhibit from
Museum of the Bible, will feature some of
the men behind this monumental docu-
ment. Currently on exhibit in Springfield,
Missouri, until the end of July are docu-
ments, letters, first edition Bibles, and Bible
translations authorized by Congress or
produced by the signers of the Declaration
of Independence. The overall Passages Ex-
hibit is on display through the end of the

year.
On exhibit is a signed Congressional

document and first edition Bible imprint
translated by Charles Thomson. Said by
John Adams to be “the Samuel Adams of
Philadelphia,” Charles Thomson was a
staunch supporter of the War of Inde-
pendence, the leader of Philadelphia’s Sons
of Liberty, and one of only two members
of the Continental Con-
gress to sign the Declara-
tion of Independence on
July 4, 1776. John Han-
cock was the other signer.
It was not until August 2,
1776, that the remaining
56 signers assembled to
sign the Declaration of
Independence. 
Ironically, Thomson’s

name did not appear at
this signing, although his
name is imprinted on the
authorized Congressional
page of the 1782 Aitken
Bible, the first complete English Bible
printed in America and authorized by the
United States Congress. Upon his retire-
ment, Thomson became the first United
States citizen to translate the Bible from the
Septuagint (Greek) into the English lan-
guage, and to compile the first English

New Testament translation in the Western
Hemisphere. His Bible was published in
1808 in four volumes by Jane Aitken, the
daughter of famed printer Robert Aitken,
making her the first woman to print a
Bible in America. This 1782 Aitken Bible is
also on display at Passages. 
Also featured is an autographed docu-

ment signed with affixed wax seal by John
Witherspoon. Wither-
spoon was the only cler-
gyman to sign the
Declaration of Inde-
pendence and is heralded
as one of America’s
Founding Fathers. With-
erspoon came to the
colonies after accepting
the position of president
for the College of New
Jersey, which is now
Princeton University.
Witherspoon was an ed-
ucator, minister, con-
gressman, and patriot.

He used his pulpit and his influence to
unify colonists for the cause of freedom
and independence.
Thomas Jefferson was the principal au-

thor of the Declaration of Independence.
Much has been said, argued, and debated
as to whether Jefferson was a deist or a

practicing Christian. What cannot be ar-
gued is his position on religious freedom
and his opposition to religious oppression.
In a letter on exhibit, Jefferson responds to
the Society of the Methodist Episcopal
Church in New London, Connecticut, as
the third President of the United States. He
wrote, “No provision in our constitution
ought to be dearer to man than that which
protects the rights of conscience against
the enterprises of the civil authority. It has
not left the religion of its citizens under the
power of its public functionaries, were it
possible that any of these should consider
a conquest over the consciences of men ei-
ther attainable, or applicable to any desir-
able purpose.”

Passages offers an exclusive look at these
rare documents and books relating to the
Declaration of Independence, in addition
to the approximately 400 other biblical ar-
tifacts throughout the rest of the exhibit.
This Americana exhibit is only on display
in Springfield for a few months, and it is a
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for schol-
ars, families, and anyone else to learn more
about our great nation and the influence
of the Bible.
  For more information visit Ex-

plorePassages.com.
– Norm Conrad, is Curator of English

Bibles at the Museum of the Bible in Okla-
homa City.

PASSAGES
continued from page 1

ing drug addicts into missionaries. And
we’re focused on integration into the
local church. So now if you go to the
church on a Sunday morning, in the sec-
ond service, this is what you’re going to
see: You’re going to see convicted crimi-
nals. You’re going to see drug addicts that
have been freed. You’re going to see
women who have lost their children and
got them back. You’re going to see all
these different people, and they’re going
to be in the choir. They’re going to be
handling the offering bags. They’re going
to be teaching Sunday school class.”
Freeway Ministries is “a gateway into

church for the people that are
‘unchurched,’” according to the min-
istry’s website, www.freeway-
ministries.com. Stroup insisted that
Freeway is not a church, but an “arm of
the church,” existing to help local
churches reach criminals and other hard-
to-reach people for Christ. 
But, as the website also explains, the

ministry “exists to educate the church
about what we feel is an unreached de-
mographic.” According to the National

Institute of
Corrections,
M i s s o u r i
held more
than 30,000
prison in-
mates in
2011 and
n e a r l y
10,000 jail
inmates in
2006—when the latest jail census was
taken. Nearly 20,000 prisoners are re-
leased back into Missouri communities
each year; within three years, according
to a report of the Pew Charitable Trusts,
half of them will end up behind bars
again. Additionally, 2.7 million prisoners’
kids live in the United States, and 70 per-
cent of them will likely follow their par-
ents into prison. Approximately 60,000
of these children live in Missouri.
“The need is extreme,” Stroup said.

“Look at our prisons. Look at the child
abuse. Look at the drug addiction. It has
taken over. And the only way it is going
to change is if we go after them. We have
to reach them. Churches are going to
have to be willing to get messy, to go
where they are and go after them.”

MISSIONARIES
continued from page 1

John Stroup

1808 Charles Thomson Bible – four volumes

1785 Charles Thomson letter

ABOLITION
continued from page 1
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Presented by

TICKETS AS LOW AS $11*

* YOUR TICKET TO THE GAME INCLUDES ADMISSION TO ALL EVENTS

POST-GAME PERFORMANCES BY  

MATTHEW WEST & KJ-52

ROYALS.COM/FAITHANDFAMILY

Matthew West Scott DawsonKJ-52

ALONG WITH SPECIAL MESSAGE FROM SCOTT DAWSON

SATURDAY,  
JULY 26TH AT 6:10 PMVS

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


