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The US Patent and Trademark Office
recently voted to cancel the federal trade-
mark of the Washington Redskins citing
that the name is offensive to Native
Americans. Does this mean that the
Redskins can no longer use their name? No.
All it means right now is that the Redskins
and the NFL stand to lose millions of dol-
lars if the decision is upheld. 
If you remember, the USPTO did this

exact thing back in 1999. The Redskins
appealed then and won and they are
appealing now. The appeal could take sev-
eral years so don’t expect a change anytime
soon unless team owner Daniel Snyder vol-
untarily changes it and that seems highly
unlikely. 
So that is the end question, isn’t it? Will

Snyder change the name on his own? I don’t
think he will, but I think that he should. I’m
not saying that to be politically correct. I’m
saying it because the name is disparaging
against Native Americans. We wouldn’t
name a team the Boston Blackskins or the
Tijuana Bordercrossers. Those names
would enrage the public and cause riots in
the streets. Well, maybe not, but you get my
drift. 
Of course, with the whole Donald

Sterling and the Los Angeles Clippers situa-
tion rearing its’ ugly head, you knew that the
Redskin name controversy would gain
momentum. My question is this: if the
NBA can force Sterling to sell his team, why
can’t the NFL force Snyder to change the
name of his? Just something to think about.
Someone else who has something to

think about is LeBron James. His agent
informed the Miami Heat that he would

opt out of his contract and become a free
agent on July 1st.  That’s interesting consid-
ering he still has two years remaining at
about 47 million dollars. It will be interest-
ing to see if Dwayne Wade and Chris Bosh
opt out as well.
Remember, just because they opt out

does not mean that they will leave. I don’t
expect Wade to leave the Heat. He has been
with them his entire career and I think he
will stay with them. I also expect Bosh to
stay in Miami. James is a bit different. With
Carmelo Anthony opting out of his con-
tract with the New York Knicks, speculation
is that he and James will become a package
deal. If that’s the case, where would they go?
There are several options for them. First,

don’t overlook a James return to Cleveland.
Remember, he is from Akron and the Cavs
have the first pick in the draft. James,
Anthony, Kyrie Irving and the top pick
(Andrew Wiggins?), could be fun to watch.
Then there’s the Los Angeles Lakers who

have plenty of room to take on a couple of
large salaries. Throw in Kobe Bryant and a
lottery pick and that could spell trouble for
the rest of the Western Conference. And of
course, he could return to Miami and take
Anthony with him. The Big Three would
have to restructure their deals to free up
enough cap space, but I could see them
doing it. They’ve done it before. 
Wherever he (they) decide to go, the bal-

ance of power will shift. I noticed that after
the news came out that he was opting out,
Vegas withdrew ALL of their NBA odds on
next year’s championship. Don’t expect
new ones until he (they) signs with some-
one.

More important than living in KANSAS is
where you will live forever. Just as you would
look at a map of KANSAS to find your way, so
you must look at the Bible to find your way to
heaven.  The Bible says, “Narrow is the way,
which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find
it.” (Matt. 7:14). Jesus said, “I am the way, the
truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the
Father, but by me.” (Jn. 14:6). Jesus is the only
way to Heaven and He gave these directions on
getting there.
1.  Realize you are a sinner.  Everyone starts

the same place spiritually. “For all have sinned
and come short of the glory of god.” (Rom. 3:23).
Sin’s penalty keeps you out of Heaven and con-
demns you to Hell, separating you from God.
Romans 6:23 says, “The wages of sin is death.”
Sin brings both physical & spiritual death. “And
death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This
is the second death.” (Rev. 20:14).
2.  Realize Jesus paid the penalty.  Jesus

Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection provided
a way for you to go to heaven and restore your
relationship with God. “But God commendeth
his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sin-
ners, Christ died for us.” (Rom. 5:8). Since
Jesus, God’s Son, was the only One who could
pay for our sin, He is the only Way to Heaven.
3. Repent of your sin and receive Jesus as

your Savior. In order to go to Heaven from
KANSAS, or anywhere else, you must accept
Christ by calling on Him in prayer.  He tells us in
Romans 10:13, “For whosoever shall call upon
the name of the Lord shall be saved.” Use the
following prayer, or one similar to it, to receive
Him now:
Dear Lord Jesus, I know I am a sinner. I

believe that you died and rose again for me.
Please forgive me of my sin, become Lord of my
life, and take me to heaven when I die. I am
trusting you completely, and in nothing I can do.
Thank you Jesus! Amen.

RIO DE JANEIRO — There were no
flashbulbs or television cameras, only team-
mates — mostly children half his size and
barefoot — who celebrated and mobbed
Dane Van Ryckeghem after he assisted in a
goal during the game. The frenzy of World
Cup soccer had nothing on the jubilant
Brazilian neighborhood kids playing with
visitors from the United States on a soggy
field on the outskirts of Rio de Janeiro.
Van Ryckeghem, a student at the

University of Alabama in Tuscaloosa, trav-
eled to Brazil with a team of 12 other stu-
dent volunteers with a mission of sharing
the love of Christ against the backdrop of
the largest sporting event in the world —
the 2014 FIFA World Cup.
“I really wanted to spend my summer

doing more than just working at a job and
then going back to school,” Van Ryckeghem
said. “I wanted to do something that made a
difference, and I wanted to see the world.”

Students share Christ amid Brazil World Cup frenzy
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“My first act as a pro was about three
days after graduating from college. I had a
Monday qualifier in Ohio for a web.com
event. I was flying up there the day before,
and I missed my first flight,” he said.
His family had been receiving govern-

ment assistance to make ends meet, his
personal account was in the red by $500,
and now he had to shell out another $600
to buy another plane ticket.
“That’s not a good way to start. That’s a

bogey,” Cink said.
He did not make the cut, but a couple of

weeks later he played a PGA tournament in
Hartford.
He finished 18th and was on his way to

a tournament in Philadelphia when he and
his wife scanned a newspaper at a Waffle
House, and learned that the win earned

him $15,000.
“It felt like $15 million, maybe more,” he

said. “All the golfers that play the Masters,
and all the ones that don’t play the Masters,
have a story like that. Everybody in this
room has a story.”
Johnson said he believes golf is the path

God chose for him, because it gives him the
opportunity each day to glorify him.
“It’s an emotional game, but if you have

the perspective that you’re playing a game,
that’s a pretty good thing. The way I want
to live, the way I want to be perceived, is a
Christian man who happens to play golf,”
he said.
Cink agreed. He said his faith keeps him

grounded during golf’s high points and
keeps him going through its lows. It also
keeps the game in perspective.
His said his singular goal each day is to

glorify God, whether he plays well or
whether he plays poorly.
“People are obviously looking at you

when you make an eagle, (when) you’re on
TV, when you’re in the Top 10, when you
win the Masters. They’re looking at you.
But what about when you’re in 50th place,
or you’re packing your stuff on Friday?
They’re still looking at you, but it’s then that
they see who you really are. I believe that
glorifies God, too. Both ways,” he said.

Peewee Junior Golf Camp and Junior Intro to Golf at Cypress Ridge – call for
info 291-2670

Fiesta Mexicana Golf Tournament – July 12, 8 am shotgun at Cypress Ridge.
$65 each. Call Jonathon at 845-2013.

Kiwanis Golf Tourney – July 12, Lake Shawnee GC, 8am shotgun, $75 ea, 4-
man scramble. 267-2295

3rd Annual Natalie Gibson Memorial Golf Tourney – July 19, Prairie View CC,
$50 each includes cart, steak, prizes & payout. Shotgun start at 9am, 4-man
scramble. 478-9733

Women’s Invitational – August 1, 9am at Western Hills. 2-person scramble, 18
holes. $50 each includes lunch. Call Noni at 231-9915 or Sue at
sueb2458@gmail.com.

RiteCare Charity Golf Tournament, Aug. 8, Shawnee Golf Club, 12:30 shotgun.
Benefits Schiefelbusch Children’s Speech Clinic in Topeka. Two-person
Scramble, $75 per person, cash prizes. 266-3191

Mater Dei Irish Fest Half-Way to St. Patty’s Day Golf Tournament – Sept. 13,
Lake Shawnee. For details call 232-7744 or email materdeiirishfest@gmail.com

Shawnee Co. Parks & Rec. Foundation 3rd Annual Golf Tournament – Oct. 3,
9am, Lake Shawnee. 8 am registration. $260/team; $300 after 9/3. Includes
range balls & lunch. Register online at www.lakeshawneegolf.com or call 267-
2295.

Firekeeper Golf Academy will run a series of junior clinics for juniors aged 7-16.
Each clinic will consist of two dates and will cost $50 for each session.  The dates
are as follows: July 9-10th 5:00-6:30pm; July 30th-31st 5:00-6:30; August 12th-
13th 5:00-6:30; Call the Pro Shop at 785-966-2100.

and the parents do not. Green writes as an
adult who is down on adults—as an adult
who gives young people what they want to
hear.
In the end I would hesitate to recom-

mend The Fault in Our Stars to its intend-
ed audience of teens and young adults.
Green does offer a lot of interesting
insights into morality and mortality and
there are some pretty good lines mixed in.
“Grief does not change you, Hazel. It
reveals you.” “Some tourists think
Amsterdam is a city of sin, but in truth it is
a city of freedom. And in freedom, most
people find sin.” He also ably contrasts
Hazel, who is content to die unknown and
unnoticed, with Augustus who feels that
life is only meaningful if he achieves dis-
tinction and notoriety.
And yet it’s not all good. There is a con-

siderable amount of profanity and sexual
innuendo, and a surprising number of
blends of “god” and “damn.” There is a
considerable amount of complaining
about authority, defying authority and, of
greater concern, belittling it. That extends
to the Bible’s authority. At one time Green
had apparently intended to be a minister
and vestiges of a Christian worldview can
be found in the book, but only vestiges.
Mostly he teaches—well, I don’t know
what he teaches. It’s not nihilism, but nei-
ther is it Christian hope and optimism. In
a novel about illness and death, he makes
suffering meaningless and eternity dubi-
ous. Of equal concern is the minor plot
line that brings the sixteen and seventeen
year-old together in bed. Though it is not
particularly alluring or explicit, the moral
is that it is far better to find a soulmate and

have sex with him or her than die a virgin.
Would I allow my children to read The

Fault in Our Stars? I guess it would depend
on their age and maturity. I’m certainly not
afraid of the book; the message of the
gospel is not only far more powerful than
what Green presents but also far more
hopeful. If they were to read it, I am sure
they would quickly spot the contrast
between the bleakness of Hazel’s and
Augustus’ reality and the hope and joy of
the gospel.

Tourneys and Tidbits Golf helps men
share their faith

The game of golf gives Zach Johnson
and Stewart Cink a platform to glorify God
in front of millions of golf fans every day.
“On the golf course it’s how they manage

themselves around the ball, but in life it’s
how they let the Lord manage them and
guide their lives,” said Dr. Morris Pickens, a
sports psychologist who joined the pro
golfers on stage at the Masters Prayer
Breakfast at Warren Baptist Church in
April.

“Basically, I have a job because these guys
play a very emotional game,” Pickens said.
“You see them here and it’s Augusta Week
and it’s all fun, at least what it appears on
TV, but there’s a lot going on in terms of the
struggles of playing good golf and continu-
ing to play good golf.”
The golfers shared personal experiences

of very low points in their careers.
Johnson said he struggled to find spon-

sors to help him pay entry fees, travel
expenses and other financial realities
involved in becoming a professional golfer.
In 2000, he had been out of college for two
years and went through a rough stretch
while he worked on the fundamentals of
the game. He played 18 tournaments and
missed at least 13 cuts, but he did not earn
enough to repay his backers per the
stock/dividend agreement they had.
“I didn’t know what real professional golf

was until that point,” he said. “It was a very,
very rough year, and probably one of the
best of my career. A year I learned exactly
what I needed to do on and off the course
to get better.”
Cink knew he would turn pro and had

sponsorships waiting for him when he
graduated from Georgia Tech in 1995. But
he also had a wife and a son for whom he
was struggling to provide, and his first steps
into professional golf were definitely on a
learning curve.

PGA player Stewart Cink, right talks about his early days
on the PGA Tour at the 2014 Masters Week Golf Breakfast
at Warren Baptist in Augusta, Ga.   PHOTO: Mike Adams

by Lisa Kaylor

BOOK
continued from page 17

"The golf swing is like a suitcase into which we are
trying to pack one too many things." - John Updike


