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Kansas City’s best calendar of family
events, concerts and more! Back-to-School

Page 5

What could you accomplish for God if you knew you had
unlimited resources and that it was impossible to fail?
  Harold Finch, Ed.D., of Lee’s Summit has spent a lifetime

asking that question. The answers have led to highly successful
careers in aerospace, business, education and international
public speaking. And at an age when no one would blame him

if he simply took time to relax with his three children and six
grandchildren, he and his wife, Peggy, jumped into a bold new
project.
  Finch is executive producer of “Unlimited”, a theatrical film

that will open in the Kansas City area this fall and will be
screened internationally through the International Mission
Board and other missions organizations.

n See UNLIMITED page 23

Adults, children heading back to school

August often brings groans from the
kids and “Hurrahs!” from parents
as thoughts of summer begin to
fade and a new school year be-
gins. But while millions of
children will be returning this
month to public, private or
homeschooling, so too will mil-
lions of adults be thinking about
school. This issue of Metro Voice features
two special sections. The first section fea-

tures our “Back-to-School” guide to help
parents navigate their kids through the K-
12 environment. Plus, adults looking to

further their skills and education
because of a career move, pro-
motion or challenging situa-
tion which necessitates a job
change, will find our “On-line
Education” guide a helpful
tool.
So wherever you find yourself or

your family, Happy August and “Welcome
back to school!”

by Dwight Widaman

Special
guides start
on page 5!

Millions of adults will join kids as school begins

THE MOST 
DISHONEST

CITY IN
AMERICA?

When Coca-Cola's Honest Tea
tested whether Americans would vol-
untarily pay up for the drink at un-
manned kiosks, one place fell far below
the national average for honesty.
That turns out to be the nation's

capital, Washington, D.C., where only
80% of people
honored the
test's system
of putting a
dollar in a
box to pay
for a bottle of the iced tea.
In fact, the town was so dishonest that
the CEO's bike was stolen during the
test.
Overall, Americans are 92% honest,

but some states and cities are more so
than others. The most honest locations
are Hawaii and Alabama, where 100%
of participants paid for their beverages,
Honest Tea said. Coming in third and
fourth were Indiana and Maine, where

Coca-Cola's Honest Tea tested
whether Americans would pay
for the drink at self-service

kiosks. One location ranked far
below the others.
by Aimee Picchi

n See WASHINGTON D.C. page 20

The latest Feeding America study says
that more than one million Missourians
and 433,00 Kansans are food insecure.
That includes more than 22 percent of
children in each state. Recent numbers
show that the true unemployment rate
in the U.S. stands near 12 percent and
that over 15 percent of adults with fam-
ilies are “under-employed”. Because the
Labor Department doesn’t count dis-
couraged individuals who have given up
trying to find employment, the adjusted
numbers the media reports falsely indi-
cate unemployment at around 7.5 per-
cent. This tactic has masked the true
crisis of hunger in the nation, including
Missouri and Kansas.
Food banks throughout both states

offer program that sends backpacks of
food home with children in need to
make sure they get lunch on the week-
ends.

Backpack food
effort feeds kids

by Mike Lear

n See BACKPACK FOOD page 6

by Alan Goforth | Metro Voice Newspaper

in the heartland

Locally produced 
movie reveals keys to 
UNLIMITED potential
Daniel Ross Owens, left, stars with veteran actor Fred Thompson 
who plays KC area resident Harold Finch in “Unlimited.”



The Kansas Attorney General’s of-
fice has named a former legislator to

lead a unit aimed
at implementing
state laws on
human trafficking.
The Topeka

Capital-Journal
reports  that Attor-
ney General Derek

Schmidt said that Pat Colloton of Lea-
wood, will be the assistant attorney
general in charge of the newly-formed
Anti-Human Trafficking Unit.
Colloton’s job will involve imple-

menting legislation passed this year
that includes increased penalties for
trafficking and services for victims.
Colloton is a lawyer and served four

terms in the House, starting in 2004.
Colloton was also chairwoman of

the House Committee on Corrections
and Juvenile Justice.
Kansas is one of the worst states  for

sexual trafficking.
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Thursday, Aug. 8 - Children’s Miracle Network Day
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1900 SW 7 Hwy in Blue Springs
(1/2 miles south of 40 Hwy)  228-1711

14420 E. 40 Hwy
(Noland Rd. in Independence) 478-8060

Dairy Queen
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11904 Shawnee Mission Parkway, Shawnee, KS  
Ph. 913-962-5151.  Come see us! 

Dr. Ben Carson over-
came many obstacles to ful-
fill his childhood dream of
becoming a physician.  The
world-renowned physician
who spoke openly before
the president at the Na-
tional Prayer Breakfast ear-
lier this year will be the
keynote speaker at Vitae
Foundation’s Pro-Life Ben-
efit Dinner, Friday, September 20.  Dinner
and program will begin at 7 p.m. at the
Kansas City Marriott Downtown –
Muehlebach Tower. 
The event raises funds to promote a

culture of life and to help educate women
facing unplanned pregnancies about re-
sources available that can assist them in
making an informed decision. 
“We cannot express how excited we are

to have a man of Dr. Carson’s background
come out and help Vitae spread its mes-
sage of life,” Vitae President Carl Landwehr
stated.  “This is a man who says, ‘There is
no one that we can afford to throw away.’
That is something we strive for each day
at Vitae, working to do our best to help
women find life-affirming choices when
faced with an unintended pregnancy.”
Carson persevered, encouraged by his

mother, a single parent, to
strive for excellence.  He
recently retired as a full
professor of neurosurgery,
oncology, plastic surgery,
and pediatrics from the
Johns Hopkins School of
Medicine.  Although he
has been involved in many
newsworthy operations,
including the first and

only successful separation of Siamese
twins joined at the back of the head, he be-
lieves that every case is noteworthy -- de-
serving of maximum attention. 
Many women feel scared and confused

when facing an unplanned pregnancy.
Vitae’s goal is to use media to connect
these women with local Pregnancy Help
Centers where they can find caring sup-
port and resources.  Not only do these
Pregnancy Help Centers provide the in-
formation and resources to assist them in
making that decision in favor of life, but
they also provide assistance throughout
and after pregnancies.
Registration is $100/person ($50 tax

deductible) and can be made by calling
Kristina Davis at (800) 393-5791.  Online
reservations will also be accepted at
www.vitaefoundation.org/events

Physician Dr. Ben Carson
slated to keynote event

DR. CARSON

Former Kansas 
legislator to lead
fight against

human trafficking

COLLOTON

Shepherd’s Center of the Northland has announced Link-AGE, a new benefits
connection program for adults over 60 who reside in Platte County. Link-AGE is
providing a “person-centered” approach in helping clients discover public and pri-
vate programs that help pay for Medicare plans, prescription drugs, energy bills,
housing/rent, meals, legal services, medical costs and in-home services as well as
other helpful information and resources for older adults and caregivers.
There is no cost for this service, but donations are gratefully accepted. If you know

an older person still struggling as the Great Recession enters it’s fifth year, contact
Miranda Wilson at (816) 452-4536 or e-mail: mwilsonscn@kc.rr.com.

Shepherd’s Center helping older adults

Marriage hits low
(WNS)--The marriage rate in the

Unites States continues to slide.  A new
report says the rate of marriage has
dropped to a new low of 31.1, mean-
ing there are about 31 marriages in the

U.S. per year for
every 1,000 un-
married women.
In 1950, that
number was 90.2.
In 1920, it was

92.3.  The NCFMR calculated the
marriage rate by looking at the num-
ber of women over the age of 15 who
get married each year, so delaying
marriage would also affect the rate.  A
woman's average age at first marriage
in the United States is now nearly 27,
the highest in more than a century, ac-
cording to the NCFMR report.

Bridging the gap 
in the GOP
(WNS)--Conventional wisdom in

the Republican Party is that social
conservatives are too conservative to
win independent voters.  
That “wisdom” says that the GOP

needs to be more moderate on social
issues and stress economic issues to
win moderates, independents and
elections.  Not so fast, says the "2013
Economic Values Survey," conducted
by the Public Research Institute and
the Brookings Institution.   
Researchers concluded fiscal con-

servatism "has the weakest hold in
American public opinion." Based on
the response of conservatives, 38 per-

cent of Americans are theological con-
servatives, 29 percent are social con-
servatives, and only 25 percent are
economic conservatives.  
At a news conference announcing

the data, Washington Post columnist
E.J. Dionne, who is no conservative,
said, “conservatives can’t win without
social conservatives.  It turns out that
social conservatives loom larger as part
of that conservative constituency and
more consistently than economic con-
servatives do."  
He suggested that social conserva-

tives might be the bridge between the
GOP and independents and Democ-
rats, since about one-third, 31 percent,
of Democrats are theological conser-
vatives and 19 percent are social con-
servatives, but only three percent of
Democrats are economic conserva-
tives.

China clamps down on
those who rescue 
abandoned babies
(WNS)--China has banned groups

and individuals
from privately
adopting aban-
doned infants,
making it much
harder for babies
without families to find good homes. 
The country’s Ministry of Civil Af-

fairs announced in late June that peo-
ple who find an abandoned child must
immediately tell local residential com-
mittees and the police and not adopt

See CHINA page 3
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iRevival.tv launches
new Internet TV effort
The newly launched iRevival.tv has

something unique to offer online
viewers. Developed by World Revival
Church, the new Internet TV con-
nects viewers to the growing global
revival community.
“We can do anything with iTV,”

says World Revival pastor Steve Gray,
“iRevival.tv opens up huge new op-
portunities to reach into people’s lives
to help them live the life God in-
tended.”
iRevival.tv launches with seven on-

demand channels featuring 24/7 wor-
ship with music by recording artists
Dustin Smith and Eric Thomason,
dynamic preaching from around the
world, and college Bible classes. View-

ers will also engage with Christians
worldwide through “Revival Wired”
services–unique global interactive
services connecting churches from
several nations and the United States
for a time of shared worship, preach-
ing and ministry. 
A bonus feature of iRevival.tv is

iRevival Radio, a 24/7 online radio
station. Listeners can enjoy worship
and sermons as well as music from
artists such as Hillsong, Bethel and
Jesus Culture.
iRevival.tv features free content as

well as paid tiers for subscribers want-
ing to access more of the program-
ming offered. For more
information, visit http://irevival.tv/ 

the child at will.  Tens of thousands of
infants are abandoned each year in
China, due primarily to its strict one-
child policy, which limits most urban
couples to one child and rural couples
to two. A traditional preference for
male heirs leads many families to aban-
don the girls and disabled children that
have not been aborted, hoping to have
a boy. 
Poverty and the social stigma for

unwed mothers are also factors.  Zhou
Xiaozheng of Renmin University’s
School of Society and Population
Studies said around 200,000 babies are
abandoned in China each year, mostly
girls whose parents wanted to try again
for a boy.

Russia, China among
worst countries for
human trafficking
(WNS)--China and Russia failed to

meet minimum standards for fighting
human traffick-
ing, according to
the U.S. State De-
partment, which
dropped the
countries to the
lowest possible

ranking in its 2013 report, released in
June.  
The annual “Trafficking in Persons”

report ranks 188 countries on per-
formance in fighting various forms of

human trafficking. 
Promises to improve kept China

and Russia on the Tier 2 Watchlist for
nine consecutive years. 
Now, the State Department has

dropped the two countries, along with
Uzbekistan, to Tier 3, on par with
countries such as Iran, North Korea,
Saudi Arabia, Sudan, Syria, and Zim-
babwe.  
The report accused China of state-

sponsored forced labor under the
name “re-education through labor,” as
well as widespread sex trafficking. 
China’s one-child policy — and the

skewed sex ratio of 118 boys to 100
girls it caused — has created a huge de-
mand for the “trafficking of foreign
women as brides for Chinese men and
for forced prostitution.” 
Activists have commended Secre-

tary of State John Kerry for being will-
ing to downgrade powerful nations.

Conservative groups aid
soldiers facing religious
liberty infringement
(WNS)--On the week that marks

the 237th anniversary of George Wash-
ington’s general order establishing
chaplaincy in the U.S. military, a chap-
lains organization launched a project
to educate service members of their
constitutionally guaranteed right to
live out their faith. The group is trying
to catalogue and stop what they call a
growing threat to religious liberty.  The
Chaplain Alliance for Religious Liberty
represents more than 2,400 chaplains

in all branches of the U.S. military.  It
will distribute “Religious Liberty Palm
Cards” to soldiers. The cards outline
what a soldier’s religious liberties are
and provide a website address for sol-
diers to report a suspected violation of
their religious liberty and to seek coun-
sel from attorneys and retired chap-
lains.

Hollywood makes more
being family friendly 
(WNS)—It’s often said that Holly-

wood doesn’t have an agenda other
than to make
money.  When it
p r o d u c e s
raunchy movies,
that’s only be-
cause it’s what

people want.  If that’s true, it’s hard to
explain numbers released last month
by the National Association of Theater
Owners.  The study says the 177 Hol-
lywood-produced R-rated movies av-
eraged only $16.8 million at the box
office.  On the other hand, the 119 PG-
13 movies generated nearly three times
that much:  $47.3 million per movie.
PG and G movies also generated much

CHINA
continued from page 2

See FAMILY MOVIES  page 4
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Radiothon to benefit
Children’s shelter 

Testimony, or the lack of it, indi-
cates that Missouri Gov. Jay Nixon
knew the state was breaking its own
laws concerning the handling of pri-
vate information about residents.
The chairman of a House committee
investigating whether Missouri law
was violated in regard to the federal
Real I.D. Act says it was, and says
there is a connection to the Gover-
nor’s office.
The committee’s chairman, Rep.

Stanley Cox (R-Sedalia), says that
the governor’s administration vio-
lated state law.
“They say they didn’t have a pur-

poseful design, but they did things
that were specifically authorized by
not only Real I.D. directly, but also
by the private agency that sets the
standards and rules of it. If you put

all that together, they were certainly
implementing Real I.D. in many
ways.”

The committee’s members have
asked numerous representatives of
the Nixon administration, under
oath, questions about whether Gov-
ernor Nixon himself was behind the
alleged implementation of Real I.D.
Cox says none of them are talking.
“Certainly I believe that more

than the Department of Revenue
knew this. I think the governor’s of-
fice knew it.”
Asked where Cox sees a definitive

connection between the implemen-
tation of Real I.D. and the governor’s
office, he says that will be detailed in
the committee’s findings and report.
“I think the committee members

generally have some inclination that
the implementation of Real I.D. was
in fact the goal of this administra-
tion.”

Lawmaker points finger at Gov. office

“Certainly I believe that
more than the Department
of Revenue knew this. 
I think the governor’s 

office knew it.”

more per movie than R movies. If that’s
so, why so many R movies?  They are
often (though not always) cheaper to
produce, since they are driven more by
script and character.  
Most of the expensive, special effects-

heavy movies are PG-13.  Demograph-
ics also play a role.  
Teens are the most significant movie-

going demographic, and most of them
can’t (or aren’t supposed to) attend R
movies.

Islam draws 
Latino converts
(WNS)--The rate of Latinos convert-

ing to Islam in the United States has
doubled since 2000, according to a re-
port by the Cooperative Congregations
Studies Partnership.  
African-Americans still represent the

largest group of converts—64 percent—
but Latinos represent the greatest in-
crease since 2000. Latinos are 17 percent
of the American population, and Amer-
ican converts to Islam were only 6 per-
cent Latino in 2000. But by 2010, that

had grown to 12 percent. Among Lati-
nos, female converts increased from 32
percent to 41 percent. And as the num-
ber of practicing Muslims in the United
States increases, so do the number of
mosques—from 1,209 to 2,106 during
the first decade of the 21st century.

FAMILY  MOVIES
continued from page 3

Nixon

Kansas Citians will have the chance to
help kids in crisis in our community dur-
ing the annual Larry Stewart Memorial
Radiothon, sponsored by 610 Sports
Radio. 
The Radiothon will be held Thursday,

August 22, at Crown Center from 6 a.m.
to 6 p.m. Proceeds from the event will
benefit the Salvation Army Children’s
Shelter, which cares for children from
birth to age 17 who have been removed
from their homes due to abuse, abandon-
ment or neglect. 
The 2013 Larry Stewart Memorial Ra-

diothon, to be broadcast live on 610
Sports Radio, will feature appearances
from local sports and media celebrities.
There will also be hourly prize giveaways
including signed sports memorabilia,
tickets to sporting events and much more! 
The public may donate to the Radio-

thon by calling 816-842-KIDS (5437) on
August 22 between 6 a.m. and 6 p.m.,
stopping by Crown Center during the

event or going online anytime at
www.saradiothon.org.
The Radiothon is named in honor of

Larry Stewart, Kansas City’s “Secret
Santa”, who died in 2007. Stewart, who
gave away more than $1 million anony-
mously over his lifetime. Since 2006, the
event has raised more than $500,000 for
the Children’s Shelter!
The Salvation Army Children’s Shelter

is the largest emergency children’s shelter
in the Kansas City area. Many of the chil-
dren come to the Shelter after being
placed into state custody due to a hotline
line. The children remain at the Shelter
until authorities determine the home en-
vironment is safe for the child to return,
or until another suitable placement is
found. 
Children may also be placed at the

Shelter voluntarily by their parents during
a time of crisis.  Since opening in 1981,
the Children’s Shelter has cared for more
than 7,200 children in crisis!



As the first day of school ap-
proaches, parents and children alike
begin to run the gamut of emotions:
excitement, fear, anticipation, anxiety.
For those who will be experiencing a
child’s very first day of school, you
may feel torn between the joy of lead-
ing your child through a momentous
milestone and the sadness of knowing
that your child is taking yet another
step out from under your influence
and protection. 
However, preparing your child for

school can have the beneficial effects
of soothing nerves and strengthening
bonds. 
Here are a few ways to help you and

your child transition easily into the
next important step.
1. Make a big deal out of gathering

school supplies. Set aside time during
the evening or weekend to focus on
the needs of your student-to-be. If
possible, arrange time alone to dig to-
gether through items you already
have or to make a trip to a local store
for a little back-to-school shopping.
2. Celebrate the last hurrah of sum-

mer. Choose your favorite summer
activity and make a point to say good-
bye until next summer. Take some
pictures of your child in front of a
recognizable object, such as a tree in
the front yard or the swing set in the
back yard for an opportunity to see
the dramatic progress and growth
from summer to summer.
3. Get into the academic mindset

with an inspirational movie about life
in school.  There are flicks from every
stage of learning. Talk about what you
see in the movie that relates to stu-
dents, teachers, homework, and
school spirit.
4. Begin a few weeks early to adopt

the routine of a school day. Help chil-
dren get back into the habit of early
wakeup and early bedtime. Add some
more structure to the day by assign-
ing an activity/reading time. Everyone
grabs some type of reading material
or workbook and works quietly on
their own.
5. Give your child a proper sendoff.

Whether it is a favorite activity, a
party with family and friends, or a
special dinner, let your child know
how special each new stage of educa-
tion is and how proud you are of his
accomplishments.
The start of the school year is a

time to start fresh. Children wipe the
slate clean of the previous year and

begin anew. 
Communicate your expectations

and offer your complete support as
your child prepares to embark on her
next great learning adventure.
––Jennifer Tankersley is the creator

of www.ListPlanIt.com where you can
find over 350 lists and planning pages
including a Back to School Planner,
Homework Schedules, Calendars and
more.
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Is your family ready for the start of school?
by Jennifer Tankersley
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Economic Reality: Back-to-
school shoppers  cut back 

Despite an improving economy, students and par-
ents will spend nearly 8 percent less this back-to-school
season than in 2012, according to an annual survey from
the National Retail Federation.

Prices for back-to-school needs are up this year and
parents will save by shopping earlier for sales, shopping
online and by having children re-use items bought in
last year's booming back-to-school season, the NRF says.

Average back-to-school spending will be $635, down

from last year's average of $689, the NRF says. Back-to-
college spending also will shrink this year, the NRF says,
to an average of $837 for supplies — including apparel,
electronics and dorm furnishings — down from $907 last
year. It estimates total U.S. spending will be $26.7 bil-
lion.

The back-to-school drop comes despite a 7.3 percent
increase in the cost of school supplies, fees and activities
estimated by Columbus, Ohio-based Huntington Bank's
annual "Backpack Index."

Later School Start Times
May Foster Better Students

A new study mirrors previous research results in
finding that starting school later in the morning allows
high school students to get more sleep and increases
alertness in class...

High school students at a private school in Rhode Is-
land who started school a half-hour later in the morning
were in better moods, more alert, less depressed and
more likely to actually attend class than before the time
change, a new study shows.

In fact, the experiment was so successful that the
school has now permanently shifted its start time from
8 a.m. to 8:30 a.m.

"At the end of the experimental period, there was
not a single faculty member, student or administrator
who wanted to go back to the old start time," said Dr.
Judith Owens, lead author of a paper appearing in the

July issue of the Archives
of Pediatrics & Adoles-
cent Medicine.

The study bol-
sters the evi-
dence that
teens have
special sleep
needs.

" S l e e p
m e d i c i n e
specialists
have long
known that de-
laying high
school start times
helps teenagers
sleep better," said Dr. Heidi V. Connolly, chief of the divi-
sion of pediatric sleep medicine at the University of
Rochester Medical Center in New York. "Teenagers are
biologically programmed to prefer a later bedtime and
a later wake-up time so it is not surprising that they
struggle with early school start times."

After the time change, students went to bed an av-
erage of 18 minutes later at night and slept an average
of 45 minutes longer. The proportion of students getting
at least eight hours of sleep a night jumped from 16.4
percent to 54.7 percent, while those getting less than
seven hours a night decreased by almost 80 percent.

Source: BusinessWeek

SCHOOLNOTES

Second Harvest Community
Food Bank serves northwest Mis-
souri and northeast Kansas. Opera-
tions Director Tamara Grubb says
the summer is when those children
have a hard time accessing healthy
food.
“Kids should be worried about

going to the pool or riding their bikes
with their friends or things like that,
but for so many children summer-
time isn’t a time that they enjoy be-
cause they don’t have access to food.
Or, they’re at best case, eating one
meal a day and just trying to get by.”
Second Harvest continues to offer

a summer option for those children,
called the No Hunger program.
“For kiddos that come and share

lunch with us it’s a great time for
them. We have activities at the site so
that they can interact with their peers
there while they’re having lunch. It’s
a safe, fun place for them to come
and enjoy lunch.
Grubb says Second Harvest is

gearing up for the fall and the start
of school. She says those who want
to help support the food bank have
several options, such as volunteering
or donating money. Another option
that is found online is the virtual
food drive.
“You go online and it’s just like

you’re online shopping for groceries.
We have items available that you can
put in your shopping cart and then
essentially make a donation to the
food bank. So, instead of having to
actually go out to the grocery store
yourself, you can just purchase those
items through our virtual food drive
and then we utilize those funds to go
and purchase food.”

BACKPACK FOOD
continued from page 1

i moreinformation
To find out more about Second
Harvest and ways to donate,
visit www.ourcommunityfood-

bank.org

ind us on
acebook facebook.com/metro voice news



"When should Daniel learn to add
and subtract, multiply and divide?"
"How can I know if Sherrie is read-

ing as well as she should?"
"How well should my child be writ-

ing in third grade?"
Knowing what school personnel

expect your child to learn during an
academic year is one of the first steps
toward meeting his needs in the class-
room and preventing problems.
For example, third-graders are ex-

pected to memorize multiplication
and division facts through 12 x 12;
recognize equivalent fractions; un-
derstand the use of letters in simple
algebraic statements (ab = 12); and
learn estimating and rounding-off
skills.
In language arts, third-graders

learn to use conventional spelling,
punctuation and capitalization to
write stories; learn how to identify
character, plot and setting in stories;
and improve reading comprehension.
In social studies, they learn historical
facts about state and country, begin
to learn geography and study maps.
If you know that certain math skills

must be mastered, that a certain level
of reading ability must be reached or
that certain writing skills must be
learned, then you'll be able to help

your child progress on course and get
help if necessary. If there's a problem,
if he's falling behind, you can ask the
teacher how to encourage him and
help him improve the deficient skills
at home.
Rick von Kleist, a California prin-

cipal and dad, gives each parent a list
of the child's grade-level expectations
at the first parent-teacher meeting of
the school year. "Parents need to
know the goals their child should be
working toward," says Rick.
If your school doesn't provide such

a list, ask the teacher for a "Grade
Level Expectations" sheet that ex-
plains the academic goals in math,
reading, language skills, social studies
and science for a particular grade
level. Once you have a list of the aca-
demic goals, you can watch your

child's progress. You can reinforce
what he is learning by encouraging
him to use math in the grocery story,
do special projects, play board games
and read.
In addition, find out about your

child's daily class schedule:
n What subjects will be covered?
n Are there certain days when he

must complete worksheets?
n When are his quizzes and tests?
n How much homework is

given?
n How long should it take him

to do the work?

––Adapted from Helping Your Child
Succeed in Public School, a Focus on
the Family book published by Tyndale
House Publishers. Copyright © 1993,
1999, Cheri Fuller. 
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Expectations for your child

FIND OUT WHAT
SCHOOL PERSONNEL
EXPECT YOUR CHILD
TO LEARN DURING AN

ACADEMIC YEAR.

by Cheri Fuller



My closest mom friend – a woman I
met at MOPS (Mothers of Preschool-
ers) – was over for the evening. The
summer breeze seemed sweeter, our
children were thrilled to have playmates,
and we watched the sun set together
from the steps of my back porch. This is
why God made summer…
Summer is a season of fun and relax-

ation for some, but for moms who
aren’t connected, this can also be a

lonely time. One of the greatest blessings
of MOPS is that it provides instant com-
munity for moms: show up to a meeting
and you’ll be surrounded by potential
mom friends who get you, and share
your stage in life. The good news?
MOPS groups across Kansas City will be
resuming over the next few weeks {find
a group by ZIP code at
MOPS.org/groupsearch}, and MOM-
con 2013 – MOPS International Con-
vention {MOPS.org/momcon} will take
place right here at home at the Kansas

City Convention Center October 17-19!
As temps cool and schedules fill up

for fall, make time for community – for
yourself and other moms. A few simple
acts of love and a few minutes of your
time could change the landscape of
motherhood for lonely women who
may be feeling disconnected. 
We invite you to pour yourself a mug

of cider, slip off your shoes and try a few
of the following ideas on for size:
nNational Playdate MOPS.org/play-

date. This no-fuss event happens on Au-
gust 15 across the country! Contact your
local MOPS group for times/locations

in your area. 
nPlan your own playdates! Send out

an email blast to all of your moms
friends, “I’ll be at the ______ {park, li-
brary, Chik-Fil-A} at 3 p.m. on Tuesday.
Join me!” 

n Plan a mom’s night out. Not all
moms are natural friend-makers - in-
clude moms you know who are in need
of friend connections.
n Play “Mommy Match-up.” Maybe

you know several “boy moms.” Intro-
duce them to each other with a quick
phone call or email. This is “mom net-
working” at its best.  

n Join a Book Club
MOPS.org/bookclub. Bookworm
moms unite!
n Start a Mom Telephone Tree. Call

or email just to say, “Who are you hang-
ing out with these days?” Women will
love that you cared enough to keep in
touch, and the ones who answer, “Um…
” would really love to be invited on a
playdate. 
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Sisterhood of Moms
Elizabeth Sagaser | Mom of two

“A few simple acts of love
and a few minutes of your
time could change the

landscape of motherhood
for lonely women who

may be feeling 
disconnected.”

sidenote
Mothering is better 

together. 
You belong at MOPS!                                                                                

Meet up with thousands of
moms like you in KC 

this October: 
MOPS.org/momcon

Visit www.MOPS.org to see
what MOPS moms in your area

are up to. 



ALEXANDRIA, La. (BP)--With
school starting this month, drivers are
heeding the warning again to slow down
in school zones. Public school buses
loaded with excited children are rolling
down our streets. The start of a new
school year marks not only a milestone
for parents and students but it also pres-
ents a great opportunity to share the
claims of Christ in the public
school setting.
Without getting into the

church/state discussion, there
are opportunities for you to
tell others about Jesus. There
is no legislation against shar-
ing your personal beliefs
when asked. So put yourself
in a position for someone to
ask.
Are you a student? Then

be a dedicated Christ-fol-
lower on your campus. There
are Christian clubs meeting
on many campuses. Opportunities arise
before and after school to meet with
other believers for prayer and Bible
study. If there is not a club on your cam-
pus, meet with a couple of friends and
begin to invite others to join.
Are you a parent of a student? Be in-

volved with your school and make sure
there is such a club. Provide the donuts
and milk and they will come. If you
can't meet on campus, meet at a restau-
rant or church close to campus.
Are you a teacher? You may not have

the opportunity to teach a Bible class

but there are abundant opportunities
for you to reach out to your pupils and
parents. Ask God to give you the oppor-
tunity to be a compassionate witness.
When they ask why you go the extra
mile, the door has opened.
My wife, who is a teacher, told me

about a parent who brought a rose at
least once a week to a different teacher
in her school. He would give the rose to
the teacher as a reminder that he was

praying for her on that day. (I don't
know what he gave the two male teach-
ers, but the females appreciated it.)
Everyone can prayer walk or "prayer

drive" your school campus. If you aren't
involved in a local school, you can
nonetheless pray for the board mem-
bers, principal, teachers and students.
Teachers and students can pray for oth-
ers during the day. Pray for the people
who sit around you and the people you
pass in the hall. If you pick up your stu-
dent at school, pray specifically for the
teachers and students you see.

Students, you can have a great impact
on your peers. Your friends and ac-
quaintances are not necessarily inter-
ested in how much of the Bible you
know. They are interested in how much
of the Bible you live.
Specific opportunities arise almost

every school year that will allow you to
share Jesus with others. When families
go through crisis -- such as a sickness or
death -- offer to cook a meal or cut a
lawn. A very small act like this may open
a door to share the love of Jesus.
Even if your witness is limited in your

public school environment,
everyone can become a good
inviter. Invite your friends to
church events. If you are a stu-
dent, weeknight activities at
church are great places to in-
vite friends. Weekend events
and church services are good,
too. Look for the person who
is new to your school. Find
people who want to make
new friends. The opportuni-
ties are endless, if you look for
them.
Same thing goes for teach-

ers. When a student asks what you are
doing this weekend, tell them. If there is
something special at your church, invite
the parents of your students. Don't for-
get to invite your co-workers too. Find
ways to invite people to hear the Good
News.
So the next time you enter a school

zone, slow down and pray. Pray for the
"missionaries" and the mission field on
your local campus.
––Keith Manuel is an evangelism as-

sociate on the Louisiana Baptist Conven-
tion's evangelism & church growth team.
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Plaza
Heights 
Christian
Academy

Sharing Christ in school
by Keith Manuel

Teachers have noticed it’s harder to
get, and hold, younger children's at-
tention.  "What do you do to hold
their attention?" they ask.  The main
point is the children she was inquir-
ing about are much younger than the
age than teachers used to work with.
Parents put children (who haven’t
learned how to sit still yet – and
shouldn’t be expected to) into pro-
grams.  Often there are situations they
aren’t ready for.  Teaching to this
group is different than teaching to
children who are four.  And, teaching
to a five-year-old is different than
teaching to a four-year-old.   Each
group has a different attention span
and needs a different plan. 
A toddler has just learned to move

and likes it.  Then, he’s in a situation
where he’s expected to sit still.  How
is that supposed to happen?  Use
songs that help teach how to sit still
and pay attention.  Some won’t be
doing exactly what you ask, but

they’re listening.   “My fingers are
starting to Wiggle” by Ellen Allard;
my song, “Move. Then, Stay Still”, are
songs that teach focus on body parts
and control.  This is why this age
group loves any kind of freeze dance.
When I teach the “Music with

Mar.” program in preschools, I gener-
ally do not work with children below
three.  I give strategies to teachers for
quick activities to do, then move on.
The ability of a one, two or three-
year-old to sit in circle time is mini-
mal.  One or two songs is what they
can be expected to sit for.  Some will
argue they work with two-year-olds
and it’s possible.  Yes.  It is, but it's a
lot of work. Rather than a special per-

MUSIC AND TODDLERS
by Maryann “Mar.” Harman

See MUSIC page 10



The joy received from watching a
child grow academically and mature in
the Lord makes all the effort, all the
time, all the money worth it.
As a parent, you have prayed, re-

searched, sought counsel, and examined
all possible educational options. You
have conscientiously made the decision
to send your child to a Christian school
because you understand the value and
benefits of a Christian education. It
might prove enlightening and encour-
aging to you to carefully re-examine the
specific reasons that prompted you to
make this critical choice for your child
and why today you are reaping the ben-
efits of a Christian school.
Your first response to the question of

“why?” my child attends a Christian
school may go something like this: “I en-
rolled my child in a Christian school to
obtain a Christian education in a
morally, spiritually, and physically safe
environment.” However, this answer is
probably an over-simplification of your
decision to capitalize on the values of a
Christian school. A review of the many
benefits that your child reaps academi-
cally, spiritually, and socially in a Christ-
centered classroom may illuminate your
reasoning preparing you to “be ready al-
ways to give an answer to every man that
asketh you a reason of the hope that is
in you with meekness and fear” (I Peter
3:15).
A child’s teacher is an important role

model. Your child spends a major por-
tion of the school day under the influ-
ence of one or more key teachers. You
value the importance of the exemplary

model set by your child’s teacher. In the
Christian school classroom, the teacher
openly teaches the truths of Scripture
because his commitment compels an
open, unashamed love and service to
Jesus Christ. The government does not
hinder these teachings, nor the reading
of the Bible, nor prayer; all three are
common every day occurrences. The
teachers openly demonstrate and model
Christian principles, one of the reasons
you send your child to a Christian
school.
The academic instruction in the

Christian school exceeds that of the
public schools. With strict standards of
behavior enforced and high academic
standards expected, the Christian school
provides your child a better education,
opening more doors in his life for future
success and satisfaction. The benefits of
the sound education offered in the
Christian school are far-reaching and
long-term, another reason you send
your child to a Christian school.
Christian values and attitudes are

taught and emphasized in the Christian

school. The overt effects of violence and
immorality so common in today’s pub-
lic schools clearly demonstrate the need
for a Christian education. The Christian
ethics and morals expounded in your
home and church are reinforced in the
Christian school classroom. Nurturing
a child with Biblical truth is an excellent
way to equip him for maturity. The
Christian values taught in the Christian

home and reinforced in the Christian
school enable your child to deal with a
troubled world without succumbing to
its troubles, another reason you send
your child to a Christian school.
Opportunities for Christian friends

and fellowship abound in the Christian
school. Negative peer pressure is down-
played by emphasizing the relationship
of each child with Jesus Christ, and
magnifying the Biblical standard of true
friendship which calls for love, forgive-
ness, and accountability. The positive in-
fluence of a child’s Christian peers has
no substitute, another reason you send
your child to a Christian school.
Teacher-pupil ratio in a Christian

school is lower than that of most public
schools. This smaller class size permits a
teacher to spend more time with each
child. Consequently, your child receives
more individualized attention from the
teacher, and this, of course, greatly ben-
efits him academically and personally,
another reason you send your child to a
Christian school.
Obeying Biblical guidelines is essen-

tial when seeking the best for your child.
Scriptural admonitions concerning the
rearing of children in the Christian faith,
such as Deuteronomy 6:5-7 and II
Corinthians 6:14, can only be truly ad-
hered to if children are taught in a
Christian environment. The public
schools cannot prepare a child for a
fruitful, Christ-honoring life. In the
Christian classroom, your child learns
the Biblical truth absolutely necessary
for living a balanced Christian life, an-
other reason you send your child to a
Christian school.
Placing your child in a Christian

school may necessitate a financial sacri-
fice, a geographical inconvenience, or a
drain on your energy, but the joy re-
ceived from watching your child grow
academically and mature in the Lord
makes all the effort, all the time, all the
money worth it. You should praise the
Lord for the wisdom and direction He
has given you, and thank Him for the
blessings of a Christian school.
––Dr. Charles Walker is a former edu-

cation director of the American Associa-
tion of Christian Schools and the
executive director of the�Tennessee Asso-
ciation of Christian Schools
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Reaping the benefits of Christian school
“A child’s teacher is an
important role model.

Your child spends a major
portion of the school day
under the influence of one
or more key teachers. You
value the importance of
the exemplary model set
by your child’s teacher. ”

by Charles Walker

son appearing to teach 'music', the class-
room teacher / caregiver should inte-
grate music into what they are already
doing.  My philosophy  is “You aren't
teaching music; you are using music to
teach.”
When you work with this age,  be sure

to mix it up using props (books, pup-
pets, instruments and their own bodies).
Move first, then sit.   Get them back up.
Sit them back down for a quiet song.  I
love Miss Jackie’s “The Touch Game”. It's
great for focusing and settling them.
Those little sponges hear everything

you say.  They’re just moving and pro-
cessing.  Some leave the circle and walk
off.  Yet, still sing what you are singing.
What’s important is you’re there, expos-
ing them to activities that help them
learn, than it is for them to 'listen' to you.
Let go of the music teacher you are with
older children.  What you do here is just
as meaningful, just on another level.
They probably aren't going to do it the
way you planned it anyway.  (That's why
they’re called 'lesson plans'.)  What they
know is, you’re there, paying attention.
That's what’s important.  Remember,
children spell love T I M E.
Sometimes music is the only thing

that brings a smile to a child’s lips. Julie
Pollman 
–Maryann “Mar.” Harman, MA Ed

is the founder of Music with Mar., Inc.



Distance learning has evolved
greatly since the days of correspon-
dence learning in which the student
would receive course materials, in-
cluding textbooks and other course
materials, through the mail. Students
would then work completely at their
own pace, finishing the course ac-
cording to their work and life sched-
ule. Although correspondence
courses still exist, they are quickly
being replaced by online courses,
which offer instruction from teach-
ers, interaction with other students,
and a forum for feedback.
There are a number of advantages

to the new formats of distance learn-
ing, such as making permanent pro-
fessional contacts, a greater amount
of teacher support and a multimedia
educational experience. With the ad-
vent and improvements on computer,
digital and Internet technology, the
shift from the traditional classroom
experience to online or distance
learning only seems natural. This is
especially true for programs that tra-
ditionally require large amounts of
reading and written assignments,
such as business administration and
management, human resources man-
agement and services, finance and ac-
counting.
There are a variety of ways to struc-

ture distance learning courses. The
format depends on the purpose of the

online course. Are you seeking an on-
line degree and taking a full online
course load? Or are you supplement-
ing your on-campus curriculum with
online classes? Or perhaps your
school has an overload of courses and
requires that you take an online
course. Whatever the reason, it is im-
portant to know which type of dis-
tance learning course you are taking
so you can understand the time and
travel requirements that will be ex-
pected of you.

Synchronous vs 
Asynchronous Distance
Learning
The four types of distance learning

fall under the categories of either syn-
chronous or asynchronous. Synchro-
nous literally means “at the same
time”, while asynchronous means
“not at the same time”. Synchronous
distance learning involves live com-
munication either through sitting in
a classroom, chatting online, or tele-
conferencing. Asynchronous distance
learning usually has a set of weekly
deadlines, but otherwise allows stu-
dents to work at their own pace. Stu-
dents have more interaction with
their peers and deliver correspon-
dence through online bulletin boards.
This type of learning might get te-
dious for some because they are usu-
ally only receiving the information

through text medium, however some
asynchronous classes involve video or
audio supplements.
Synchronous learning is less flexi-

ble and disrupts the student’s life to a
greater extent. It is, however, the most
popular form of college distance
learning and continuing education
programs, as it facilitates a greater
amount of interaction between stu-
dents and professors.
Some classes that do well in a syn-

chronous format include those de-
gree programs that highlight
communication, such as general psy-
chology, nursing, general education,
and counseling psychology. Those
programs that weigh more heavily on
projects and assignments thrive in an
asynchronous format because they
provide the students with more time
to focus on their work. A few degrees
that work well in this format include
marketing, healthcare administra-
tion, legal assistant or paralegal, edu-
cational/instructional media design
and advertising.

Open Schedule 
Online Courses
With open schedule online courses,

students are allotted the greatest
amount of freedom. This is an asyn-
chronous form of learning in which
students are provided Internet-based
textbooks, mailing lists, Email and

bulletin boards to complete their
coursework. At the beginning of
classes, the student is provided a set
of deadlines, but is allowed to work at
their own pace as long as the work is
turned in by the deadline. This type
of learning is great for students who
work well independently and those
who do not procrastinate.

Hybrid Distance 
Learning
Hybrid courses combine synchro-

nous and asynchronous learning to
create a structure in which the stu-
dent is required to meet at a specific
time in a classroom or Internet chat
room. 
However, they are allowed to com-

plete assignments on their own time
and may pass them in through an on-
line forum. This option is sometimes
offered when a university lacks ade-
quate space to accommodate all their

course loads.

Computer-Based 
Distance Learning
The main difference between com-

puter based learning and hybrid
learning is that students are not al-
lowed an open schedule. They are re-
quired to meet in a specific computer
lab or in a classroom at a designated
time each week.

Fixed Time Online
Courses
The most common type of dis-

tance learning today is fixed time
courses. As the title states, these
courses are strictly online, but stu-
dents are required to log-in to their
online learning site at a specific time.
Although they are completely online,
the format remains synchronous be-
cause mandatory live chats are often
required.
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Distance learningDistance learning
Different types of distance learning

EXPLORE THE CATEGORIES FOR ONLINE PROGRAMS



There’s no denying that returning to
school as a parent is challenging.
College parents face a variety of

unique challenges. Finding a perfect bal-
ance between work, family, and school
while attending to household and per-
sonal responsibilities can be stressful.
Fortunately, colleges have programs

and organizations specifically designed
to assist with the transition from parent
to student.

Daycare Centers
If will be attending classes on campus,

many colleges, especially community
and technical schools, have on-campus
daycare centers. Even some large, tradi-
tional universities offer child care pro-
grams as well. 

Scholarships and Financial Aid for
Parents in College
Typically, information about scholar-

ships and financial aid for students with
children can be found under headings

for “non-traditional” students. The term
“non-traditional” refers to students who
were displaced from college or who
never attended college post-high school.
Be sure to search through the non-tra-
ditional sections on school and scholar-
ship websites. More often than not, you
will find some sort of program tailored
to parents going back to school.
For example, Raise the Nation is a na-

tional grant program that helps single
mothers deal with the financial burden
of going back to school. Local scholar-
ships are also available.
Financial aid for college students with

kids is also quite common. Depending
on their needs, parents in college can
qualify for federal Pell grants, student
loans, or state/university-specific finan-
cial aid programs. The first step in the
financial aid process is to fill out a
FAFSA (Free Application for Federal
Student Aid). This application will de-
termine your qualification for federal

aid, and give you a good idea of where
you stand in terms of financial assis-
tance.

Online Education for College 
Parents
Many parents who want to further

their educations choose online pro-
grams. Online programs have a unique
set of advantages that can align with the
needs of busy student-parents. The ob-

vious advantage is that online educa-
tions allow students to spend more time
at home. They aren’t required to com-
mute to class, which means the extra ex-
pense of childcare doesn’t apply. Online
programs are also more flexible; they
allow students to do their coursework
on their own time, and without the
pressure of a deadline.

Student Organizations
One of the appeals of higher educa-

tion is that it instills a sense of commu-
nity within its students. Clubs, student
organizations, and sororities and frater-
nities allow students to make connec-
tions with people who have common
interests. This isn’t only for traditional

students however. Non-traditional stu-
dents, such as students with children,
also have unique opportunities within
student organizations.
For example, the University of Mis-

souri, St Louis offers sororities for stu-
dent-moms. Additionally, many colleges
have study groups and student-run or-
ganizations specifically for college stu-
dents with kids.
As you explore your educational op-

tions, remember to take advantage of all
of the opportunities designed for par-
ents returning to college. You’ll find that
these programs will not only help you
financially, but can make you a happier
student as well.

––BP NEWS

12  •  April 2013 ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––metrovoicenews.com � facebook.com/metrovoicenews–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– Metro Voice 

PARENTS CAN HANDLE BALANCE ACT

PARENTS IN COLLEGE



“A new command I give you: Love one
another. As I have loved you, so you must
love one another. By this everyone will know
that you are my disciples, if you love one an-
other.”  John 13: 34-35 (NIV)
There is an inflamed, raw nerve in our

society that we have learned to cope with.
From time to time, something agitates it to
the point where it demands our action.
The Trayvon Martin case is a tragedy and
the latest event to call our attention to the
race problem. I’m not going to deal with
the case; I’m only going to offer a perspec-
tive on race relations and where we need to
go from here. My hope is that it will add
some sense to this national discussion. As
a former Black Muslim, I think my per-
spective could be helpful.
In 1966 I was born into the Nation of

Islam, a black militant group that believed
in the superiority of African Americans.
This cult was a mixture of religion, pseudo
science and political activism. The viscous
for the movement was the collective pain
and anguish black folks felt as victims of
systemic racism codified in laws and

mores. I was led to believe that Christianity
was a white man’s religion. I had numerous
books that listed the justification for slavery
through the lenses of politicians, scientists
and worst of all preachers. Our nation’s
history was replete with examples of this.
My heart was filled with anger towards
whites as a young boy. Would I always be a
perpetual victim of a system aligned
against me? All of these thoughts were
present with me as I grew up.
Although historically racism was the

primary cause of Black degradation, the
Civil Rights movement began to address
this, but another demon remained at large.
What began to emerge in many discussions
with my dad and mentors was the need for
fathers in our community. There was a
pervasive fatherlessness that contributed to
a criminality that began to seize hold our
youth. I was instructed to never father an
illegitimate child. I adhered to this and
credit them for in-
stilling this value.
Black Christian lead-
ers must fearlessly
and consistently
point to a God who
blesses obedience to
Him, not a mentality
that promotes de-
pendence welfare of
government assis-
tance. Rampant
crime, drug use and incarceration can be
traced back to fatherlessness. Fortunately I
did not have to deal with fatherlessness or
contribute to it, but I faced racism daily.
I avoided criminality but had to endure

the taunts and ridicule of white peers be-
cause of my race and the perceptions asso-
ciated with it. I experienced profiling from

law enforcement and was informed I was
“dumb” by teachers and coaches. I was
shattered and felt powerless. At that time I
could not put racism in the proper context;
I was simply bitter and a racist because of
my experiences. I was living in a nation
growing out of overt racism and into pas-
sive racism -- an indifference to the special
access and privilege still granted to the

dominant ethnic
group in society. 
I became a Chris-

tian in 1993, and I
thought I was be-
yond race, but the
Spirit forced me to
dig deeper and take
ownership of my
view of the world. I
could no longer sub-
contract my beliefs

to someone else. I was liberated by an R.C.
Sproul analogy, Horizontal injustice – per-
son to person is common in life – vertical
injustice, God to man, does not exist. As I
mulled over this theological axiom, I began
to focus on my relationship with God pri-
marily and how I should live in this world,
not what was done to me and my ances-

tors. This was the beginning of a fruitful
walk as far as how I approach life. 
Saints, if we are going to have a conver-

sation on race, we can no longer let the
world, via the dominant news outlets,
dominate the conversation. There are
salient issues to discuss:
1.  Fatherlessness and the black family
2.  Immigration reform 
3.  Criminal justice reform
4.  Self-appointed minority leaders: 
    Who do they speak for?
5.  Perceptions of white privilege, real 
    and imagined
6. What does having a black President 
    really mean?
We have to ask God to give us the grace

and courage to sit through the discomfort
of these conversations and emerge with so-
lutions. God’s love and wisdom should
continually be sought earnestly as we
sharpen one another. We are the Body and
we are one. We are His quilt of many col-
ors. Regardless of your opinion on the
Trayvon Martin Case, the outcome re-
vealed trust deficits that need to be over-
come. Who is more equipped to address
this, the world or us?
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The verdict in the Trayvon
Martin case, the media and
the Christian response

“...if we are going to have
a conversation on race, we

can no longer let the
world, via the dominant
news outlets, dominate
the conversation.”

HAKIM HAZIM
cofounder of Free-
dom Squared and an
expert in the areas of
criminality, decision
analysis and security

myopinion

Christ: A bridge over the chasm of racial division

My wife brought up the topic as we
drove by cornfields on the way home
from church. “You just can’t wear some-
thing like that on stage.”
I knew exactly what she meant. Dur-

ing the worship set, one of the praise
leaders wore a dress that covered about as
much skin as a tight-fitting, low-cut
swimsuit with a short skirt. Remember-
ing the lessons from Every Young Man’s
Battle, I’d locked my eyes on the praise

lyrics or simply closed them so that I
couldn’t see her.
“When you dress like that,” my wife

added, “you take the focus off God and
put it on you. You’re undermining the
whole reason we’re there.”
In an article from Charismamag.com,

Jennifer LeClaire suggests that this issue
of revealing clothing in church is trou-
bling:
Some women—and I am talking

about so-called "mature believers," not
lost souls or baby Christians—come into
God’s sanctuary on Sunday morning
wearing clothes you might rather expect
to see them wearing at a dance club on
Saturday night. Their blouses cling to
their bodies, their necklines dip so low
and stretch so wide that they reveal cleav-
age, and the slits up the sides of their
skirts offer more than an innocent
glimpse of their thighs. Again, I’m not
talking about sinners seeking God or new
believers who plain don’t know better.
I’m talking about those who claim to be
"born-again, baptized, blood-bought"
members of the church!
Paul instructed Timothy that women

should “adorn themselves in modest ap-
parel, with propriety and moderation” (1

Tim. 2:9), and he told the church at
Corinth that “our unpresentable parts
have greater modesty” (1 Cor. 12:23). Re-
gardless of how hot it is outside or how
busy we are, there’s no justification for
Spirit-filled women to come to church
wearing clothes that cause some men to
pay more attention to the things of the
flesh than the things of the Spirit.
However, other Christian women

think that such a push toward modesty is
rooted in shaming the female members
of a congregation. Using such slogans as
“modest is hottest” makes women feel as
if they are the root cause of temptation,
rather than teaching them how to view
themselves as beautifully made in God’s
image. Last year, Sharon Hodde Miller
suggested three ways to tackle the prob-
lem:
How do we discuss modesty in a man-

ner that celebrates the female body with-
out objectifying women, and still exhorts
women to purity? The first solution is to
dispense with body-shaming language.
Shame is great at behavior modification,
even when the shaming is not overt. But

JOHN
UPCHURCH
Senior Editor,
BibleStudy-
Tools.com

viewpoint

WHY DO SO MANY WOMEN SHOW CLEAVAGE IN CHURCH?

When the body
takes the focus off

God “Paul instructed Timothy
that women should
‘adorn themselves in
modest apparel, with
propriety and modera-
tion.’ (1 Tim. 2:9)”

See EXPECTATIONS page 20



CONCERTS
THE DOVE BROTHERS. August 2, 2013 7:00 PM.
First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), 2151 S Jef-
ferson ST, Kearney, MO 64060.  816.628.6653
THE UGANDAN ORPHANS CHOIR. August 25th,
5:30pm.  Westbrooke Church, 9777 Antioch Road,
Overland Park, KS.  Under the ministry of Childcare
Worldwide.  For more information and directions to
Westbrooke, please visit our website: www.west-
brookechurch.org
“EVEN IF MINISTRIES” OPEN JAM. Aug. 2, 6-9pm.
Club D Mask us, 4001 NE Lakewood Way, Lee’s Summit,
MO.  Free.  816-540-4197.  
C  DAVID SMART. Aug. 9, 7:30pm.  Homer’s Coffee
House, 7126 W 80th, Overland Park, KS.  913-381-6022.  
BACKYARD BACK TO SCHOOL BLAST. Aug. 10, 6-
8pm.  First United Methodist Church, 301 SW Woods
Chapel Road, Blue Springs, MO 64015.  Featuring the
Jason Watson Band & the First UMC Praise Team.  Free
food, Kids’ games & lie music!  We are collecting school
supplies to donate to the WEE Bus (surplus will go to
local schools).  Bring your lawn chairs and picnic blan-
kets for the concert!    www.bluespringsumc.org or 816-
229-8108.
BACK TO SCHOOL BASH. Aug. 29, 7:30pm; doors
open at 7pm.  FireEscape Coffeehouse, 126 W. Main,
Chanute, KS.  $10 per person, all ages.  Featuring Rap-
ture Ruckus & opening band: Of Course Not.
www.fireescape.net or 620-431-5815.
CHRIS AUGUST. Sept. 8, 6pm.  Heckart Performing
Arts Center, Smith-Cotton H.S., 2010 Tiger Pride Boule-
vard, Sedalia, MO 65301.  660-827-2993.

SWEET SPIRIT REUNION. Sept. 21, food begins at
6pm & music begins at 7pm.  Moment of Truth Bible
Baptist Church, 310 Randolph Rd., Claycomo, MO 64119.
Food is free.  
NEHEMIAH FEST. Sept. 13-15.  Smith’s Fork Park,
Smithville, MO.  Free.  Featuring 50 bands & 5 stages;
Satellites & Sirens on 9/13 & Bread of Stone on Sept. 14.
www.nehemiahfest.com
TIM HAWKINS LIVE. Sept. 29, 6:30pm.  First Baptist
Raytown, 10500 East 350 Hwy, Raytown, MO 64138.
$22 advance / $20 advance group rate (6+) / $25 door.
Special guest John Branyan.  888-780-1116.

SOUTHERN GOSPEL
(call for groups)
 ALPHA OMEGA CHRISTIAN MUSIC ASSOCIATION
MONTHLY MEETING, PRAYER, DEVOTION,
POTLUCK AND JAM. FIRST FRIDAY, 7pm.  10035 E.
Westport Rd., Indep., MO 64052.  
MO-KAN GOSPEL MUSIC ASSOCIATION POTLUCK
AND JAM. FOURTH FRIDAY (except for Nov. & Dec.
when we meet on the 3rd Fri.).  Northland Christian
Church, 6120 NE 48th St., KCMO.   913-432-0359.
CGMA NW MO CHAPTER MEETING, GOSPEL MUSIC
AND POTLUCK. SECOND SAT.  Faith Assembly of God
Church, South 13 Hwy, Polo, MO.  Travel North on I-35
North, go North of Liberty to the Polo/Lathrop Exit.
Turn right onto116 Hwy.  Go 12 miles to 13 Hwy.  Turn
left and go ¼ mile.  pegcla@msn.com.
MOMENT OF TRUTH BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH.
THIRD SAT.  in January, May, September & November,
7pm.  310 Randolph Rd, Claycomo, MO.  Gospel music

sing.  816-452-4426.
RADIANT LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD. LAST SUN., 6:30
p.m.  Hwy. 33, Kearney, MO.  Open mike.  Gospel sing.  
GOSPEL JAMBOREE.  Second Thursday, 7 p.m.  Life
Christian Center, 1650 E Langsford Road, Lee’s Summit,

MO.  816-878-4694.   
PARADISE BAPTIST CHURCH. 2nd Sunday, 6 p.m.
Pot luck dinner at 5 p.m.  Paradise Missouri.  816-591-
1020.

CLASSES, SEMINARS, 
CONFERENCES
GOSPEL OF MARK ADULT BIBLE STUDY. Tuesdays,
10am.  Leawood Baptist Church, Church Conference
Room, 8200 State Line Rd., Leawood, KS.  Let by In-
terim Pastor David Everly.  913-649-0100.
“THE SCHOOL OF PRAYER” WEEKLY SERIES.  Every
Wednesday night at 6:30pm.  Leawood Baptist Church,
Hearth Room, 8200 State Line Rd., Leawood, KS.  913-
649-0100.
CREATE A CAMP. Through Aug. 2.  First Baptist Ray-
town, 10500 E 350 Highway, Raytown, MO.  Ages PreK
thru 6th Grade.  Cost is only $60.  Before and after
childcare is available.  816-353-1994.
MARANATHA CHRISTIAN ACADEMY SUMMER
CAMPS.  Through Aug. 8.  Partnering with The culture
House, students will enjoy theatre, art, dance, and citi-
zenship camps.  Other camps include cartooning,
sports and cooking.  Before and after care is available
(7am-6pm).  Additional activities include PE, science &
music.  Academic tutoring is offered.  913-631-9286.
CEF 5-DAY CLUB MINISTRY. Through Aug. 9.  Open
your home/location to have a CEF trained team come
and present a 5-Day Club before Aug. 9.  816-322-5152.
WHAT MAKES HOME, “HOME”? August 9, 7-10 p.m.
Vineyard Church, 12300 NW Arrowhead Trafficway,
Kansas City, MO 64165 Childcare is provided 6:30-9:30
p.m.  Cheryl Fay at 816.210.5096 or
i.love.kc.moms@gmail.com.   For more details, visit:
facebook.com/kcmomsnorth
2013 OREO HORSE CAMPS. Aug. 5-8.  Girls ages 12-
15.  9am-1:30pm.  $90, includes lunch.  Space limited to
first 10 paid registrations.  Ransomed Heart Ranch, 204
E Casey Rd., Lone Jack, MO.  816-914-0490.
FIBROMYALGIA, CFS & OTHER CHRONIC ILL-
NESSES SUPPORT GROUP MEETING. Aug. 8, 7-
8:30pm.  Countryside Christian Church, 6101 Nall,
Mission, KS.  Tips and techniques for dealing with our
common issues.  913-384-4673.
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL. Aug. 8-9, 6:30 – 8:30pm
& Aug. 10, 10am – 12pm and 12pm – 2pm BBQ picnic.
No enrollment fee.  816-356-6380.
END TIMES CONFERENCE. Aug. 8-11.  World Revival
Church, 90900 View High Dr., KCMO 64134.  Get the
knowledge, power and truth of scriptures so you can
embrace the future with faith.  Featured speaker: Gary
DeMar and Steve Gray.  Register at Worl-
dRevivalChurch.com or 816-763-0708.
MISSOURI BAPTIST CHILDREN’S HOME FOSTER &
ADOPTION INFORMATION MEETING. Aug. 12, 6pm.
5155 Raytown Rd., Suite 104, KCMO 64133.  Learn how
you can use your God-given talents.  816-795-8878.
ACTIVE ADULT EXPO – HEALTHY MIND, BODY AND
SPIRIT. Aug. 15, 9am-12pm.  Jewish Community Cam-
pus, 5801 W 115th St., Leawood, KS.  More than 20 busi-
nesses and services tailored to the active older adult
community will be on-hand to educate the public on
what’s available to them.  Keynote speaker will be Dr.
Jeffrey Burns, director of the University of Kansas
Alzheimer’s Disease Center, will present “Can
Alzheimer’s Be Prevented” with a Q & A to follow.  The
free expo will include a healthy, lite breakfast.  913-327-
8239.
AVOID PROBATE SEMINARS. Aug. 15 & 27, 7pm.
Lewis Living Trust Center, 700 NE Langsford Rd., Lee’s
Summit, MO.  Free.  816-524-3200.
HOMESCHOOLING 101.  August 15, 7 p.m.  Mardel, In-
dependence. MO.  Spon by Families for Home Educa-
tion. 
HER CHOICE TO HEAL CLASS. Aug. 19. Location TBA.
Spon. by If Not For Grace.  Contact INFG at
jedlund@infg.org or 816-847-2911.
DRAMATIC TRUTH FALL REGISTRATION. Aug. 20 &
22, 7-9pm.  10510 Grandview Road, KCMO.  Check out
the new website for more information – www.dramatic-
truth.org.  

Compiled by Anita Widaman | E-MAIL: metrovoicecalendar@gmail.com
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CHRIS AUGUST AT THE HECKART PERFORMING ARTS CENTER, SMITH-COTTON
HIGH SCHOOL, 2010 TIGER PRIDE BLVD., SEDALIA, MO, 6:00 P.M.
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BREAKFAST AND CELEBRATION WITH ARTHUR
MEINJES. Aug. 24, 9am – Men’s Breakfast; Aug. 25,
10am – Celebration.  Faith Ministries Community
Church, 12222 Blue Ridge Ext., Grandview, MO 64030.
ARTHUR MEINJES SPEAKS AT CBC OPEN HOUSE.
Aug. 26.  Faith Ministries Community Church, 12222
Blue Ridge Ext., Grandview, MO 64030.  Overland Park,
KS.  
GOOD NEWS CLUB TEAM ORIENTATION TRAIN-
ING. 2 Locations/Dates:  Sept. 7, Nall Avenue Baptist
Church, 6701 Nall Ave., Prairie Village, KS; Sept. 28,
Blue Ridge bible Church, 8524 Blue ridge Blvd., KCMO.
9am-4pm (8:30am registration begins.  Lunch pro-
vided).  $6.00 (pay at the door) Materials will be avail-
able for purchase.  816-358-1138.
GLORY SCHOOL WITH PATRICIA KING! Sept. 12-14.
Christ Triumphant Church, 401 NE Chipman Rd., Lee’s
Summit, MO.  3 days of intense teaching where you will
learn how you can experience the angelic realm, the
third heaven, and closer encounters with the Holy
Spirit.  Register online at ChristTriumphant.org.  Patri-
cia will also be speaking at Christ Triumphant on Sun-
day, Sept. 15.  816-524-6120.
PRECEPT MNISTRIES INTERNATIONAL TRAINING
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Kansas
BLACKSMITHS & PIONEER DAYS.  Au-
gust 17 - August 18.  Transue Bros. Black-
smith & Wagon Shop.  309 Main St,
Summerfield, KS.  9:00 AM.  402-520-
0694.  Blacksmithing, broom making, mar-
ble blowing, Dutch oven cooking, rope
making, wheelwright, mountain men, old
time tailor, old fashion sock making, a
loom, Overland Stage Coach, and more. 

24TH ANNUAL BIG BRUTUS POLKA
FEST. August 24.  6509 NW 60th ST,
West Mineral, KS.  7:00 PM to 11:00 PM.
620-827-6177. Big Brutus, the world’s
largest electric shovel, celebrates 26 years
in conjunction with the annual Polka Fest.
Polka Fest features a variety of regional
polka bands perform ethnic music, com-
bined with ethnic food and beverage. 

LITTLE BALKANS DAYS.  August 30 -
September 01.  Downtown Pittsburg
Kansas from 4th to 7th street.  401 N.
Broadway, Pittsburg, KS.  8:00 AM to 8:00
PM.  620-704-1903. Celebrates the com-
munity’s culture, heritage and history.
Three days of music, 5K, golf tournament,
quilt show, street dance, and more.  

BLUES FESTIVAL. September 21.  204
Main Street, Paxico, KS.  11:00 AM to 8:00
PM.  785-636-5551. Big city blues in a
small-town setting. Free. Festival-goers
are encouraged to bring a chair, just in
case their dancing feet get tired!  Conces-
sions. Local antiques dealers offer special
sales on this day just for visitors. 

35TH ANNUAL ART IN THE PARK AND
CRAFT SHOW.  September 21.  Central
Park, Marion, KS.  9:00 AM to 5:00 PM.
620-382-3425 Over 250 artists from
around the US, live entertainment, and
large food court.  Shady and relaxed set-
ting.  Free.  

Missouri
FESTIVAL OF BUTTERFLIES AT POW-
ELL GARDENS.  Aug. 2-4, 9-11.  1609
NW U.S. Highway 50.  Kingsville, MO.
816-697-2600. 9 a.m.-6 p.m. Includes
scene-stealing stars from Costa Rica.  It in-
cludes two outdoor butterfly breezeways
aflutter with native species, children’s ac-
tivities, an interactive LEGO brick art ex-
hibit and more.

MISSOURI STATE FAIR.  Aug. 8 – 18.
Fairgrounds, Sedalia, MO.  660-530-5600.
Fair will be brimming with a wide variety of
lifestyle and shopping experiences.  Some-
thing for everyone. Expert advice on agri-
cultural-related interests from gardening to
food preservation with vendors displaying
their latest wares.

SILVER DOLLAR CITY’S SOUTHERN
GOSPEL PICNIC. Aug. 23-Sep. 2.  399
Silver Dollar City.  Branson, MO.  800-475-
9370. Red Gold Heritage Hall and Echo
Hollow concerts premier Gospel’s biggest
stars.  Southern Gospel Nights Concert
Series each evening at 6 p.m.  Standard
admission required.

HERMANN FARM THIRD ANNUAL
COUNTRY FAIR, STABLE & OLD FORGE
& WAGON WERKS.  September 7 & 8.
Guttenburg St, Hermann, Missouri.  10am
to 4pm.  573-486-3276. Tours, exhibits and
displays of early rural life skills, all of which
represent the varied talents and expertise
of the German settlers to this region.  The
Blue Grass Music of Windy Ridge at Noon.  

34TH ANNAUL OLDE TYME APPLE FES-
TIVAL. Oct. 5. Downtown. Versailles, MO
65084.  573-378-4401. Includes an apple-
pie-baking contest; a car cruise, sock hop,
live music, pancake breakfast, 5K run/
walk, fiddlers contest, German dinner, car
show, auto race, more than 300 booths,
parade begins at 10 a.m., and more.
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WORKSHOP. Sept. 13-14.  Mill Creek Community
Church, 8151 McCoy, Shawnee, KS 66227.  Registration
is at 8:30am.  Classes meet from 9am-5pm.  Contact
Jean Rink at 913-579-4832.
GOSPEL OF GRACE AND PEACE GATHERING WITH
JIM RICHARDS. Sept. 20 & 21, 7pm; Sept. 22, 10am &
7pm.  Faith Ministries Community Church, 1222 Blue
Ridge Ext., Grandview, MO 64030.  
WOMEN OF FAITH. Sept. 27-28 (9/27 7-10pm, 9/28
9am-5pm).  Sprint Center, 1407 Grand Boulevard,
KCMO 64106.  Presenters: Sheryl Brady, Christine
Caine, Jen Hatmaker, Kari Jobe, MercyMe, Anita Ren-
froe & Lysa TerKeurst.  www.wommenoffaith.com.
SCHOOL OF POWER AND LOVE. Oct. 9-12.  Location
TBA.  Featured speakers: Bob Hazlett, Todd White and
Tom Ruotolo.  www.powerandlove.org or 877-557-6937.  
RECONCILLATION WEEKEND. Nov. 1-3.  Spon. by If

Not For Grace.  816-847-2911.
ONETHING. December 28-31. Kansas City Convention
Center, 301 W 13th St #100, Kansas City, MO.  FREE.
www.ihopkc.org/onething

SPECIAL CHURCH EVENTS
       NHCA SPORTS CAMPS. Aug. 5-7, 9am-11:30am, Cheer
Camp, girls only; Aug. 5-7, 9am-11:30am, Basketball
Camp, boys and girls; Aug. 12-14, 9am-11:30am, Soccer
Camp, boys and girls; Aug. 12-14, 9am-11:30am, Volley-
ball Camp, girls only.  Northern Hills Christian Academy,
17211 NE 180th St., Holt, MO 64048.  816-320-3204. 
EXPLORE MARANATHA. Aug. 6, 6pm.  Maranatha
Christian Academy, 6826 Lackman, Shawnee, KS.  Open
to any families interested in Maranatha or private,
Christian education, to get more information.  913-631-
0637.

“UNLIMITED” PASTOR INFORMATION MEETINGS
FOR MOVIE. Aug. 6, TGIW, Lee’s Summit, MO, 6:15am;
Aug 20, Abundant Life Baptist Church, CORE, Lee’s
Summit, MO, 7:30am; Aug 27, Blue Springs Christian
Church, Blue Springs, MO, 7:30am; Aug. 28, TGIW, Over-
land Park, KS, 6:30am; Aug. 29, Woods Chapel
Methodist, Lee’s Summit & Blue Springs, 7:30am; Sept.
12, Colonial Presbyterian, South KC, 7:30am; Sept 18,
Indian Creek Community Church, Overland Park &
Olathe, 7:30am; Sept. 19, Harmony Vineyard Church,
600 NE 46th St., Northland, 7:30am.  
RACHEL HOUSE GOLF TOURNAMENT.  Sept. 9, 1
p.m. Shotgun start.  Lakewood Oaks Golf Club.  (816)
453-1011
COMMUNITY SALE. Aug. 9-10, 8am-5pm.  Northern
Hills Christian Academy, 17211 NE 180th St., Holt, MO
64048.  Featuring a garage sale, consignments sale
and marketplace vendors.  If you would like to donate
items or consign, contact the school.  All proceeds will
benefit the Northern Hills Christian Academy.  816-320-
3204.
LOVE’S OUTREACH FOOD DISTRIBUTION. Aug. 10,
11am-12:30pm.  Church on the Rock Outreach Center,
1700 SW Market St., Lee’s Summit, MO.  Free food for
families in need.  Valid ID and proof of residency re-
quired to participate.  816-246-7625.
BACKYARD BACK TO SCHOOL BLAST. Aug. 10, 6-
8pm.  First United Methodist Church, 301 SW Woods
Chapel Road, Blue Springs, MO 64015.  Featuring the
Jason Watson Band & the First UMC Praise Team.  Free
food, Kids’ games & lie music!  We are collecting school
supplies to donate to the WEE Bus (surplus will go to
local schools).  Bring your lawn chairs and picnic blan-
kets for the concert!    www.bluespringsumc.org or 816-
229-8108.
CHILDREN’S BLESSING/BACKPACK SUNDAY. Aug.
11, 10:30am.  Church on the Rock Outreach Center,
1700 SW Market St., Lee’s Summit, MO.  Free backpacks
with limited supplies for families in need.  Available for
children in K-12 grades.  Attendance during service nec-
essary to pick up backpack.  Child receiving backpacks
must be present.  Limited quantities.  Registration re-
quired.  Call to register.  816-246-7625.
LARRY STEWART MEMORIAL RADIOTHON. Aug.
22, 6am – 6pm.  The 2013 Larry Steward Memorial Ra-
diothon, to be broadcast live on 610 Sports Radio, will

feature appearances from local sports and media
celebrities.  Proceeds from the event will benefit the
Salvation Army Children’s Shelter.  The public may do-
nate to the Radiothon by calling 816-842-KIDS.  
LOVE’S OUTREACH COMMUNITY FOOD DISTRIBU-
TION IN PLEASANT HILL. Aug. 24, 9am-10am.  Cass
Co. Fairgrounds, 308 W. Commercial, Pleasant Hill, MO.
Free food for families in need.  Valid ID & proof of resi-
dency required to participate.  Free and open to the
public.  816-246-7625.
LBC PRESCHOOL/PARENTS DAY OUT “OPEN
HOUSE”. Aug. 29, 9-11am.  Leawood Baptist Church,
8200 State Line Rd., Leawood, KS.  For more informa-
tion, or to enroll your child, call 913-649-0921.
BACK TO SCHOOL BASH. Aug. 29, 7:30pm; doors
open at 7pm.  FireEscape Coffeehouse, 126 W. Main,
Chanute, KS.  $10 per person, all ages.  Featuring Rap-
ture Ruckus & opening band: Of Course Not.
www.fireescape.net or 620-431-5815.
ANNUAL KANSAS CITY PRO-LIFE BENEFIT DIN-
NER.  Sept. 20, 7pm.  Kansas City Marriott Downtown –
Muehlebach Tower, 200 West 12th St., KCMO.  Spon. by
Vitae Foundation.  800-393-5791.
11TH ANNUAL TGIW/CTC/PMM/DLC GOLF TOUR-
NAMENT. Sept. 26, Registration and lunch at
10:30am; tee off at 12:30pm.  Creekmoor Golf Club,
Raymore, MO.  816-525-6339 or 816-885-1306.
RIDERS FOR RIDERS. Sept. 28, registration starts at
9:30am at Blue Springs Harley Davidson.  Registration
is $25/rider and $15/passenger.  Pre-register at

‘DETHRONING THE PRINCE’
BALLET BY DRAMATIC TRUTH

SEPT

6-7

NHCA SPORTS CAMPS FOR BASEKETBALL, VOLLEYBALL, SOCCER AND CHEER
AT NORTH HILLS CHRISTIAN ACADEMY, HOLT, MO. 816-320-3204.
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www.Jakesclub.org for only $20.  Lunch will be served
at the end of the ride.  www.Jakesclub.org

FINE ARTS
LYLE THE CROCODILE.  Through Aug. 4.  The Coterie
Theatre, 2450 Grand Blvd., KCMO 64108.  $10 for youth
under 18, students & seniors; $15 for adults.  816-474-
6552.
HELLO, DOLLY.  Aug. 8 - 25/2013 Off Center Theatre,
Level 3, Crown Center Shops, KCMO.  $10-35.  816-842-
9999.  www.MTHKC.com
“GO, DOG. GO!” Through Aug. 11.  Paul Mesner Pup-
pets Studio, 1006 Linwood Blvd., KCMO 64109.  $8
(ages 0-12), $10 adults.  816-235-6222.
FRIDA KAHLO, DIEGO RIVERA AND MASTER-
PIECES OF MODERN MEXICO FROM THE JACQUES
AND NATASHA GELMAN COLLECTION. Through
Aug. 18.  The Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art, 4525 Oak
St., KCMO 64111.  816-751-1321.
LAURA MCPHEE: RIVER OF NO RETURN. Through
Sept. 22, open Tues. – Thur. 10-4, Fri.-Sat. 10-9, Sun 11-5.
Kemper Museum of Contemporary Art, 4420 Warwick
Blvd., KCMO 64111.  Free admission and parking.  The
exhibition’s theme is a look at the landscape and cul-
ture of the American West with a special focus on the
Sawtooth Valley in central Idaho.  816-753-5784.  
“THE DROWSEY CHAPERONE.” Aug. 2, 3, 4, 9 & 10.
500 Deleware St., Leavenworth, KS.  Performances by
the River City Community Players.  8pm Fridays and
Saturdays;  2pm on Sundays.  913-651-0027.
HAIRSPRAY. Aug. 2, 3, 4, 8, 9 and 10, curtain time is
8:30pm; gates open at 6:30pm.  Theatre in the Park,
Shawnee Mission Park, 7710 Renner Road, Shawnee,
KS.  theatreinthepark.org or 913-707-7746.
ENGLEWOOD ART WALK. Aug. 16, 5:30-9pm.  Engle-
wood Station Shopping District, Sterling and winner
rd., Indep., MO.  Beginning at Sterling and Winner Rd.,
Stroll through eleven art galleries with artists on-site
for meet/greet and refreshments.  www.visitindepen-
dence.com or 816-252-2273
ANNUAL SUMMER BENEFIT CONCERT AND FUND
RAISER – “YOU CAN’T STOP THE BEAT – ROCK ON
BROADWAY.” Aug. 16, 7:30pm & Aug. 18, 2pm; $20 at
the door.  Aug. 17, 6pm, $35 at the door – evening in-
cludes a reception, buffet dinner, silent auction and
show.  Barn Players Theatre, 6219 Martway, Mission,
KS.  913-432-9100.
FRIDA KAHLO, DIEGO RIVERA AND MASTER-
PIECES OF MODERN MEXICO. Through Aug. 18.  The
Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art, 4525 Oak St., KCMO
64111.  Paintings, sculptures, photographs and draw-
ings from the Jacques and Natasha Gelman Collection.
816-751-1321.
KC DANCE DAY. Aug. 24, 9am-6:30pm.  Enjoy our 3rd
annual KC Dance Day with FREE dance classes and

FREE performances;  even an open rehearsal by
Kansas City Ballet dancers!  The ever-popular local food
trucks, including Dog House, Los Tules, New Orleans
Style Snow Balls, plus other refreshments, will be on
site 9;30am-4pm.  Todd Bolender Center, 500 W. Per-
shing, KCMO.  kcballet.org
DETHRONING THE PRINCE BALLET. Sept. 6 & 7,
7pm.  Liberty Performing Arts Center, Liberty, MO.
Tickets are $20 at the door, $15 in advance, $10 seniors.
DramaticTruth.org.

FAMILY OUTINGS
LATHROP FRIENDSHIP FESTIVAL. Through Aug. 3.
Something for everyone!  816-528-3508.
IMAGINE ELEVEN SUMMERTIME CONCERTS. Sun-
day nights, through Aug. 11, 6:30-8:30pm.  Felix
Square, downtown St. Joseph (7th & Felix Streets).
Free admission.  The goal is to raise funds for The Cen-
ter – the mental health agency that offers the broadest
range of services in NW Missouri.  ImagineEleven.com.
THAT’S THE IDEA! Through Sept. 8, Wed.-Sat., 10am-
3pm; Sun. 12pm-3pm.  Kansas City Museum, East
Gallery, 2nd floor, Corinthian Hall, 3218 Gladstone Blvd.,
KCMO 64123.  Patents and inventions from the KC Mu-
seum Collection.  Learn about KC’s contribution to the
world of technology, from hay balers and Teflon coated
frying pans to one of the world’s first experiential film
events.  816-483-8300.
“ALIEN WORLDS AND ANDROIDS.” Through Sept.
8, 10am-5pm.  Union Station KC, 30 W Pershing Rd.,
KCMO 64108.  In this interactive exhibition, you will join
scientists in their search for alien life within and be-
yond our solar system, discover strange alien-like crea-
tures found here on Earth, and learn about the
technologies used to explore remote solar system and
extreme environments found on Earth.  816-460-2020.
“NATURE CONNECTS: LEGO BRICK SCULPTURES.”
Through Sept. 29.  Powell Gardens, 1609 NW Hwy. 50,
Kingsville, MO 64061.  $10/adults, $9/seniors, $4/chil-
dren ages 5-12.  816-697-2600.

“HARMONIES OF THE HOMEFRONT.” Through Oct.
27.  National World War I Museum at Liberty Memorial,
100 W. 26th St., KCMO.  816-888-8100.
FRED HARVEY: THE MAN, THE BRAND, AND THE
AMERICAN WEST. Through Jan. 4.  Concourse
Gallery, 400 W Pershing Rd., KCMO.  866-272-6272. 
WHEELS ‘N’ SQUEELS BBQ CHALLENGE. Aug. 2-3.
Olathe Bible Church.  Open to the public and will honor
all military members in attendance in a variety of
ways.  All proceeds will go to the Wounded Warrior
Project.  www.BBQPatriots.com.  
POWELL GARDENS’ 17TH ANNUAL FESTIVAL OF
BUTTERFLIES. Aug. 2-4 & 9-11.  Powell Gardens, US
Highway 50, Kingsville, MO.  powellgardens.org or 816-
697-2600.
SHOAL CREEK LIVING HISTORY MUSEUM. Aug. 7
& Sept. 7, 9am-2pm.  7000 NE Barry Road, KCMO,
64156.  19th Century re-enactors will bring the village
to life in first person character.  Civil war skits & skir-
mishes; food and craft vendors; family activities &
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DISCOUNT

BRANSON
Show Tickets
(417) 336-3636

“Pray for Our
Nation”

Pick up a FREE bumper sticker 
at Beacon Bible Books in Belton or 

Tree of Life in Independence!

demonstrations.  816-792-2655.
GREAT MIDWEST BALLOON FEST. Aug. 9, 4pm &
Aug. 10, 1pm.  Great mall of the Great Plains, 20700, W
151St St., Olathe, KS 66061.  Hot air balloon glows, bal-
loon races, carnival rides, hot air balloon rides, bands,
kids’ activities, parachutists and ping pong ball balloon
drops.  913-829-6277.
34TH ANNUAL ETHNIC ENRICHMENT FESTIVAL.
Aug. 16-18.  Swope Park, KCMO.   Adults $3, 12 & under
free.  Free parking.  www.eeckc.net or 816-513-7553.
LARRY STEWART MEMORIAL RADIOTHON. Aug.
22, 6am-6pm.  610 Sport Radio, The Radiothon raises
money for The Salvation Army Children’s Shelter which
cares for kids who have been removed from their
homes due to abuse, abandonment or neglect.  816-
968-0373.
KANSAS CITY IRISH FEST. Aug. 30 – Sept. 1, 5-11pm,
Fri.; 11am-11pm, Sat.-Sun.  Crown Center, 2450 Grand
Blvd., KCMO 64108.  Commemorate Kansas City’s
proud Celtic heritage with three days of music, dancing
and exhibits.  $5 Friday tickets.  $10 advance Saturday
or Sunday tickets, $15 at the gate on Saturday/Sunday,

$25 advance three-day.  816-561-7555.
SANTA-CALI-GON DAYS. Aug. 30 – Sept. 2, Noon-
11pm, Fri.; 10am-11pm, Sat.-Sun.; 10am-5pm, Mon.  In-
dependence Square, 112 W. Lexington St., Indep., MO
64050.  Features more than 400 crafters/vendors and
more than 100 food booths, free local and nationally
known country western music on a community stage,
gospel stage and headliner stage, a midway carnival
and old fashioned contests.  Free.  816-325-7111.
KANSAS CITY RENAISSANCE FESTIVAL. Aug. 31-
Oct. 14, 10am-7pm; Weekends only.  628 N 126th St.,
Bonner Springs, KS 66012.  $19.95 adults, $10.95 chil-
dren.  800-373-0357.  

MONTHLY MEETINGS
BUILDING BETTER MOMS. The United Methodist
Church of the Resurrection, 13720 Roe Ave., Leawood,
KS.  For local mothers of children in early childhood, el-
ementary school, middle school, high school, and for
single moms, with both day and evening meeting times
available at the Leawood campus.  www.cor.org  913-
897-0120.
WEEKLY - CHRISTIAN BUSINESS MEN’S COMMIT-
TEE meets weekly in various parts of the city. Call Jim
Mathis, 913-269-6709, for time and location. 
WEEKLY – FAITH BASED 12-STEP PROGRAM OF RE-
COVERY FROM COMPULSIVE OVEREATNG. Call
Overeater’s Anonymous 913-383-5933 or visit
www.kansascityoa.org for more information and to ac-
cess the schedule of various meetings in the metro.  
MONTHLY - MISSOURI RIGHT TO LIFE CHAPTERS
816-353-4113; KANSANS FOR LIFE 913-268-8486.
DIVORCECARE AND DIVORCECARE4KIDS. SUN-
DAYS.  6-7:30 P.M. Help for those going through or hav-
ing gone through divorce.  Timothy Lutheran Church,
425 NW RD Mize Road, Blue Springs, MO.  816-228-
5300.  
2ND  & 4TH SUN. –METRO CITIZEN’S COALITION,
2:30 pm. Trails West Library, 11401 E. 23rd, Independ-
ence, MO. Free. Open to public. Rear parking & en-
trance. 816-781-6394.

17TH ANNUAL FESTIVAL OF BUTTERFLIES AT POWELL GARDENS.
FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL 816-697-2600.
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“WE JOINED THE TOWN AND GAVE 
MICHAEL HIS FIRST REAL HOME.”

  

Boys Town Offers:
 » Extensive training and support
 » $50,400/year plus excellent benefits package
 » Rent free, utilities paid, and company vehicle
 » Nationally recognized program
 » The opportunity to change the lives of youth
 » Earn college credit while you work

 boystown.org/careers  
btrecruiter@boystown.org
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Summer is usually a time for cheap
movies; scattered among the major
blockbusters one can find a number of
low-brow comedies, pointless action
flicks, and unwanted sequels. Despicable
Me 2, at first glance, appears to be the
latter. After all, the first movie was a
middling hit and didn’t seem to justify
a second installment. However, the
film's latest story arc turns out to deliver
a lot more humor than I expected. And
people must agree. It has turned out to
be the summer’s biggest movie—
squashing the so-called blockbuster and
their world-destroying plots.
  Following the events of the previous

film, Gru (Steve Carell, Dan in Real Life)
has retired from his life of super-villainy
and become a full time parent to daugh-
ters Margo, Edith, and Agnes. Despite
his army of min-
ions helping him
through the new
role of single Dad,
Gru’s neighbors
have begun pres-
suring him to enter
the dating world.
Enter agent Lucy
Wilde (Kristen
Wiig, Bridesmaids),
a beautiful and ec-
centric member of
the Anti-Villain
League, who forcibly recruits Gru into
helping her track down a super-villain.
Since Gru knows how a villain thinks,

he should be able to narrow down the
AVL’s list of suspects. So, after setting up
base in a new secret compound (a cup-
cake shop named Bake My Day), the

group begins sur-
veillance on their
top suspects: a hair
stylist, a salsa chef,
and a shady florist.
Hilarity ensues as

they progress, com-
plete with high-tech
gadgetry and plenty
of romantic angst.
We learn Gru has al-
ways found it diffi-
cult talking to
women after an em-

barrassing experience in his youth. 
      While his attraction to Lucy isn’t
immediate, the agent’s bubbly attitude
becomes the perfect foil for Gru’s dour
disposition, and the two soon hit it off.
Gru’s adopted daughters also come into
play at certain moments in the film, but
this time around they are mostly rele-
gated to supporting characters. Though
the ending is never in doubt, Gru and
his companions still manage to turn the

journey into a great adventure.
  It’s a solid plot line to be sure, but

Gru’s blossoming love life is just a vehi-
cle for the films true virtuoso perform-
ances. The real stars of the show are, of
course, none other than the minions.
These lovable, gibbering, yellow pods
take an active part in all of the movie
shenanigans. Whether it’s working in
Gru's underground lab, or trying to help
their boss overcome his cold feet, these
little guys are an indispensable part of
the Despicable universe. The movie
took a risk in giving them a much larger
role in the sequel, but it's safe to say
things have worked out in their favor. 
  Despicable Me 2 is, plain and sim-

ple, a kid’s movie, and it’s a lot of fun to
watch. The colors are bright, the laughs
are many, and the plot is so ridiculously
wonderful that you can't help but enjoy
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MOVIES, BOOKS, MUSIC & MORE!

moviereview
by Ryan Duncan 

It would be despicable to miss Despicable Me 2

1600 N. 291 Hwy. (I-35 & 291)
Liberty, MO 64068
816.781.5959  |  PleasantValley.org

CELEBRATE 
RECOVERY

A place where people like you choose 
to heal through Christ.

Friday Nights 
Summer Schedule:

 The Celebrate Recovery program will support 
you in a safe, con�dential setting. No matter the 

hurt, habit or hang-up, Jesus and other 
participants meet you right where you are 

on a life-changing, 12-step journey.

“Younger audiences will
easily become entrenched
in the first five minutes,
and even adults may find
the movie more entertain-
ing than they expected.”

film411
DESPICABLE ME 2

STARS: Steve Carell, Kristen Wiig,
Benjamin Bratt, Miranda Cosgrove,
Russell Brand, Ken Jeong, Steve
Coogan, Elsie Fisher, Dana Gaier,
Moises Arias, Nasim Pedrad
Rating: PG

See MOVIE page 19
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yourself. Younger audiences will easily
become entrenched in the first five min-
utes, and even adults may find the
movie more entertaining than they ex-
pected.
Some of the jokes can be rather

bawdy, and the movie leans heavily on
slapstick violence, but it is all handled
with the same playful attitude as a Tom
& Jerry cartoon.
  While parents of small children

should be aware of the more colorful
jokes they should not be too concerned
about them. 
Despicable Me 2 manages to repeat

its first act with a good deal of animated
charm, and it fully embraces the silliness
of its own performance. 
Whether you’re a family searching for

your next movie night or just looking
for a little humor, Despicable Me 2 is
one summer movie that should not go
overlooked before school starts this
month.

MOVIE
continued from page 18

After five years, rockers Decyfer
Down have released their newest album,
Scarecrow. 
The album, following their critically

acclaimed release, CRASH, has already
garnered positive reviews for it’s hard-
edged sound and deeply spiritual mes-
sage. Though the album won’t be
released until August 27, their first sin-
gle, “Fight To Win”, has already been re-
leased at many major digital retailers.
This is also their first release since TJ
Harris joined the band as singer. Be sure
to check this album out at the end of
August.
  Though all of the tour dates have yet

to be re-
leased, Curb
Recording
a r t i s t
PLUMB an-
nounced re-
cently that
she would be
embarking
on her

“Need You Now” tour with artists Josh
Wilson and Mikeschair starting in Sep-
tember. This will be the first tour
PLUMB has been on in seven years, and
she commented in her announcement
that this is also her first headlining tour. 
The tour is also being funded by

Metro World Child, a ministry that fo-
cuses on inner city children and their
families in New York City and other
urban locales. For more information
and to see updated tour dates, visit
http://www.plumbinfo.com.
  Finally, in some local news, Ne-

hemiah Fest will be returning for a sev-
enth year, in a row, of music, faith and
food. 
Oh, yeah, and camping! Located at

Smith's Fork Park (Smithville Lake -
1601 DD Hwy, Smithville, MO 64089),
this year’s festival will include forty
bands, on four stages, over three days,
from Sept. 13 – 15. And the best part?
The concert
is completely
free!
  “ [ T h e

festival] is
totally vol-
unteer oper-
ated,” said
mus i c i an ,
coffee shop
owner and founder of Nehemiah Fest,
David Lin. “We don’t spend money we
don’t have.”
  Lin calls this faith-based budgeting,

and says the ministry depends on dona-
tions, vendors, camping fees, and the
artists willingness to perform. 
He also notes that the vendor fees are

lower than other festivals of similar size,
and that is intentional.
  “Ninety-nine percent of the bands

that play,
play for free,”
he contin-
ued, saying
many of
them are
local (some-
thing he
strives for is
supporting the local Christian music
scene). “Every year, we’ve either broken
even or had a surplus, and tithe 80 per-
cent [of returns] back to the ministries
that have supported us. The book of Ne-
hemiah is our operating manual… we
always go back to [the Word].”
  Indeed, the focus of the festival has

always been Christian fellowship. Lin
even notes that Nashville band, Bread of
Stone, has been willing to perform each
year at the festival for a minimal fee,
pointing out that he originally offered
the band all the ice cream they could eat
at his coffee shop… before he realized
that they had been on tour with nomi-
nal Christian rockers Petra!
  “Nehemiah is about rebuilding and

community,” and that is the continuing
focus of Nehemiah Fest. If you have an
interest in great music and a heart for
the Gospel to reach the multitudes in
Kansas and Missouri, please check out
http://nehemiahfest.com/ to see how
you could get involved.

Nehemiah Fest returns for seventh year

musicscene

D.C.
Jeanes
Metro Voice
Music critic

i moreinformation
To join the church on a ride

call 816-272-6322.



FROM THE INSIDE FLAP: Would
Jesus stand on a street corner waving a
sign that condemned a particular kind of
sinner?

  Would he deliver diatribes on TV
news shows against them?

  Would he support religious leaders
who use their positions to marginalize the
less-than-holy?
  When she got the feeling that au-

thentic love for those identified by the
church as “Special Sinners” looked dia-
metrically different than Christians in
the media spotlight made it appear,
Margot Starbuck went looking for the
truth. Scouring the Gospels for the Jesus
who felt as uncomfortable as she did
around disreputable sinners, Margot
was surprised to find no record of him
there. Instead, she found the kind of

grace that would actually be received by
those in bars, in strip clubs, and at drag
queen bingo. Permission Granted is her
passionate and liberating call to all of us
to truly love others as Jesus does. With
wit and clarity of insight, Starbuck
shows that there are no “Special Sinners”
who are worse or more deserving of
contempt and judgment than others,
and challenges us to a radical acceptance
of the ones God loves and receives.
There are sinners and sins out there

in the world that are special.  You pick
them, prostitution, homosexuality, drug
or alcohol addiction, whatever the sin
there is a group that they are special too
and therefore not only should Chris-
tians stay away from them but we
should protest them and their actions.
Is that grace?  Is that how Christians are

going to reach
these individuals?
Is that how Jesus
would handle the
situation?  Of
course, the an-
swer is no.  The
Bible tells us that
Jesus was a friend of sinners.  The way
He was able to reach them was by being
friendly something that, sadly, we do not
do.  Margot Starbuck realized the state
of Christianity and she sought God for
the correct way.  In twenty-seven short
chapters Ms. Starbuck gives us stories
that show us how we can react to others
who have yet to receive Jesus as their
Savior.  I liked this book and recom-
mend it highly!

–from vicsmediaroom.wordpress.com

20   •  August 2013 ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––metrovoicenews.com � facebook.com/metrovoicenews–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– Metro Voice 

BEACON BIBLE 
& BOOK STORE

��
�������!���!�#����!��������#����	�������
�
��"� �������������!��	�#���!������#������"����������������

2200%% OOFFFF
2014 Calendars are
Here! Great Selection!

one 
item
with 
coupon

CALL US ABOUT OUR NEWEST SHIPMENTS!  816-795-7212
18921 E. Valley View Pkwy (Near COSTCO) Independence, MO

Open: Monday thru Saturday, 10am to 6pm!

Jump Into Summer!
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Discount Christian

Book Store?
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Suppport your
local Christian
Bookstores

The challenge of being a light to a sinful world

99% of people in both states paid up. 
Although the company has tested the

honor system before, this was the first year
that all 50 states were part of the plan. The
kiosks, set up with cold beverages, included
a notice asking people to pay $1 for a bev-
erage. Consumers could either pay or steal
without consequences, but Honest Tea
employees were stationed nearby to record
who skipped out and who paid up. 
"Even though my bicycle was stolen the

same day as our D.C. experiment, it's reas-
suring to know that 92% of Americans will
do the right thing even when it seems no
one is watching," Honest Tea chief execu-

tive Seth Goldman said.
Consumers were noted according to

gender, hair color, hair length, facial hair
and accessories. Blondes were more honest
(at 95%) than people with gray hair
(92%), while women were 95% honest,
surpassing men at 91%. 
West Virginia was No. 2 behind the cap-

ital as the most dishonest region, with only
85% of consumers paying. Texas was the
third, at 87%. Three states -- Louisiana,
Arizona and Mississippi -- failed to rank
because not enough consumers partici-
pated. 
And if you were wondering, Missouri-

ans were more honest than their neighbors
in Kansas.

WASHINGTON D.C.
continued from page 1

shame-based language is not the rhetoric of Jesus. It is the rhetoric of his Enemy.
Second, we must affirm the value of the female body. The value or meaning of a

woman's body is not the reason for modesty. Women's bodies are not inherently dis-
tracting or tempting. On the contrary, women's bodies glorify God. Dare I say that a
woman's breasts, hips, bottom, and lips all proclaim the glory of the Lord! Each womanly
part honors Him. He created the female body, and it is good.
Finally, language about modesty should focus not on hiding the female body but on

understanding the body's created role. Immodesty is not the improper exposure of the
body per se, but the improper orientation of the body. Men and women are urged to
pursue a modesty by which our glory is minimized and God's is maximized. The body,
the spirit and the mind all have a created role that is inherently God-centered. When we
make ourselves central instead of God, we display the height of immodesty.
  Miller makes an important point here. The church must do a better job teaching a

“theology” of the body that isn’t rooted in shame. We are all designed by God and won-
derfully made (Psalm 139:14). Everything God gave women was created “very good”
(Genesis 1:31). But at the same time, our fallen nature has impacted the way we (especially
men) see women’s bodies. The flesh nature gets in the way of what was once a perfect
posture of purity toward each other. While we’re no longer slaves to our sin nature (Ro-
mans 6:6), that doesn’t mean our minds don't harbor impurity (Romans 13:14). Both
men and women must live and dress in ways that humbly help each other in our weak-
nesses (Galatians 5:13).
  In addition, we should also consider the motivations behind those who design such

clothing. Are they making skin-baring outfits because they view women as God’s creation
or are they doing so to exploit their bodies?
  So, what about you? What are your thoughts on clothing choices for church? Let us

know. Send an email to Dwight@metrovoicenews.com

MODESTY IN CHURCH
continued from page 13
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Let’s forget all about the
Chiefs 2012 season. GM John
Dorsey and Head Coach Andy
Reid are ready and
able to turn around
the Chiefs fortunes in
2013. 
Dorsey gets his op-

portunity to be the
man in charge at the
top, and a new change
of scenery is what the
doctor ordered for
Reid. Though Reid
wasn’t my first pick as
head coach, he will do
nicely and I am confi-
dent he will have us in
the playoffs more than once in
the near future, though I’m
not quite about a Super Bowl.
Dorsey will acquire
solid talent for the
long haul, keeping
the Chiefs con-
tenders for years to
come. That’s all you can ask
for, as after that it is up to the
players to execute. This will
look like the Peterson-Schot-
tenheimer days in Kansas city
before long. Hopefully they
can go beyond that success and
deliver a championship to
Kansas City for the first time in
nearly 50 years. 
Health will be the key. New

QB Alex Smith takes the helm
after his season was ended by
concussion last year with the
49ers. This will be RB Jamaal
Charles 2nd year back from

knee surgery, which bodes very
well. WR Dwayne Bowe is
signed long term and hope-

fully he buys into
the new system.
The trifecta is
set. But, every-
one knows that
Defenses win
Championships.
The Chiefs bol-
stered their de-
fensive backfield
this offseason.
There are
changes in the
front line. A
solid LB corps

returns along with an up-
graded scheme. Let’s hope it is
enough this year to get to the
playoffs, which would be a

tremendous stride
after a 2-14 season
last year.

THE ROYALS
Every year at the trade dead-

line, teams are noted as buyers
or sellers. This means if your
team is in the race for the divi-
sion or wild-card, they should
be “buyers” of talent to get
them into the playoffs.
Whereas a “seller” would trade
away the good talent for “fu-
ture prospects”. 
The Royals are finally in a

position to be “buyers”, even at
eight games back at this writ-
ing at the All Star Break. The
Royals have a hole at second

base and that can be filled with
one of the following minor
leaguers from another organi-

zation: Vincent Belnome-
Tampa Bay Rays, Jim Negrych-
Toronto Blue Jays, or Grant

Green-Oakland A’s. All are bet-
ter than anyone the Royals

Coaches possess a tremendous
amount of influence. Billy Gra-
ham even said that a coach can
have a greater influence
on the life of a young
person, in just one sea-
son, than many can
have in a lifetime.
When I was a young
boy, my coaches im-
pacted me signifi-
cantly. Over 30 years
later, I still remember
their names and faces
and specific conversa-
tions we had on and
off the field. I was for-
tunate because many
of them genuinely
cared for me and wanted the best
for me and my teammates. In
those days, we were more con-
cerned with learning the funda-
mentals than with winning the
games. Sadly, today’s sports culture
has shifted to a “win at all cost”
mentality, even with pre-school

kids.
For many years I have chal-

lenged coaches, teams and families
to pursue character
above the “almighty
win.” Coaches and
athletes aren’t de-
fined by the score-
board; they are
known by what oc-
curs deep in their
souls. Sports and the
competition in-
volved can be one of
the greatest learning
experiences for
young people. The
physical side with
hand eye coordina-

tion, foot speed, and strength and
conditioning exercises are just a
small part of what is involved.
Sport has numerous emotional,
mental and spiritual lessons to
offer including integrity, discipline,
self-control, cooperation, team-
work, dedication and many other

character traits. And while we
should press forward to become
better in our sport, something big-
ger and grander exists beyond ath-
letic contests and even their best
outcomes.
If you are a coach or a parent, I

want to encourage you as school
launches this fall to think Biblically
as you coach and teach youngsters.
Here are a couple of suggestions:
1)      Be a leader:  The best type

of leader is one who “practices
what he preaches.” Therefore, your
words must match your actions.
May the words out of your mouth
be wholesome, positive and en-
couraging. Abusive words are not
appropriate in any situation. Kids
respond best when they are en-
couraged, so catch them doing
something well and praise them.
2)      Put the kids and fun first:

Philippians 2:3 says to “consider
others needs above those of your
own.” The kids are the ones play-
ing the game, not you. Allow them

to enjoy the game with guidance
and instruction. Don’t get caught
up in the scoreboard, but in the life
lessons involved in the game. On
recreational teams, allow kids to
play different positions so they can
experience the game to the fullest.
3)      Keep the “main thing, the

main thing”: I have yet to see a
NCAA scholarship given out to
anyone on a 10th grade team or
below, and the chances are highly
unlikely you will ever coach or
parent a professional athlete, so
chill out. Your focus should be on
skill development by teaching the
fundamentals and also looking to
grow their character. As a parent, I
urge you in the ride home after the
games to not focus on all the
things they did wrong, but instead
initiate a free flowing conversation
where they feel loved and af-
firmed. Often, in my car, I have
simply said, “I love watching you
play” and then letting the conver-
sation take off from there.

4)      Bring Glory to God: In his
book, “Through My Eyes” Tim
Tebow notes, “I always thought
since God gave these gifts to me,
my role in that exchange was to
play as hard as I could and con-
tinue to give Him the honor and
glory for it. To me, that would be
the very best way for thanking
Him for the ability.” He continues,
“To me, our Christian witness
matters, and it’s what people see
when they are watching us. When
we think we can do less than our
best, when we think others are not
watching, we’re cheating ourselves
and the God who created us.”
Tim’s wise words reminds me that
our #1 purpose in coaching or
playing is to bring glory to God.
When this takes place, I can guar-
antee you the Lord is pleased.
Think Biblically this fall….you

and your young athletes will enjoy
sports more because of it.
––Rod Handley, Founder/Presi-

dent of Character that Counts.

Big opportunities ahead for KC professional teams

SCHEDULES

Metro Voice is proud to introduce our new monthly sports section! Sports fans young and old can now look forward to monthly columns including pro-
files on present and past high school, college and pro players, coverage of recently held sports clinics, tournaments and or/fundraisers. Monthly
schedules for your favorite teams, recognition of recent notable accomplishments by various sports organizations, fantasy sports coverage, tips and
more. But most importantly, all this comes from writers and about players and teams that share their faith in the process! We hope you enjoy this new
monthly feature, and will give us your feedback along the way, so we can always strive to provide Metro Voice readers the very best faith-centered
sports coverage! 

THINKING BIBICALLY—As a coach and a parent of young athletes
KANSAS CITY ROYALS
www.kcroyals.com
8/1 @ Minnesota Twins
8/2-8/4-@ NY Mets
8/5-8/7-Minnesota Twins-Home
8/8-8/11-Boston Red Sox-Home
8/12-8/14-Miami Marlins-Home
8/15-8/18 @ Detroit Tigers
8/19-Off
8/20-8/22-Chicago White Sox-
Home
8/23-8/25-Washington Nationals-
Home
8/26-Tampa Bay Rays-Make-Up fo
5/2 Rain-Out
8/27-8/29-@ Minnesota Twins
8/30-8/31-@ Toronto Blue Jays
KANSAS CITY T-BONES
www.tbonesbaseball.com
KC T-Bones Baseball www.tbones-
baseball.com 
8/1-Laredo Lemurs-Home
8/2-8/4-@ Sioux Falls Canaries
8/5-8/7-@ Gary South-Shore Rail-
cats
8/8-Off
8/9-8/11-Fargo-Moorehead Red-
hawks-Home
8/12-8/14-Lincoln Salt-Dogs-Home
8/15-Off
8/16-8/18-@ Winnepeg Goldeyes
8/19-8/21-Rockland Boulders-
Home
8/22-Off
8/23-8/25-@ Fargo-Moorehead
Redhawks
8/26-Off
8/27-8/30-Gary South-Shore Rail-
cats-Home
8/31-@ Wichita Wignuts
KANSAS CITY CHIEFS FOOTBALL  
www.kcchiefs.com 
Training Camp @ Missouri Western
and Pre-Season
8/1-Practice-8:15am
8/2-Practice 8:15am
8/3-Practice 8:15am/ American
Family Fun Day-Entire Team Auto-
graph Session
8/4-Practice-8:15a
8/5-Practice 8:15am
8/6-Practice 8:15am
8/7-No Practice
8/8-Team Travel Day-No Practice
8/9-Pre-Season Game #1@ New
Orleans Saints 7pm
8/10-No Practice
8/11-Practice 8:15am
8/12-Practice 8:15am
8/13-Practice 8:15am
8/14-Practice 8:15am
8/15-Team Travel Day-No Practice,
Camp Breaks
8/16-Pre-Season Game #2 vs San
Francisco 49ers-Home-7pm
8/24-Pre-Season Game #3 @ Pitts-
burgh Steelers 6:30pm
8/29-Pre-Season Game #4 Green
Bay Packers-Home-7pm
SPORTING KC SOCCER 
www.sportingkc.com
8/3-New York-5:30pm-Home
8/10-New England-7:30pm-Home
8/18-@ San Jose-10pm
8/23-@ Chicago Fire 7:30pm
8/31-Colorado 7:30pm-Home

TIM 
BLACO

ROD 
HANDLEY

See SPORTS page 23



HIRING ACCOUNTING CLERK. Patterson
Oil Company, a family owned business since
1960. Call 816-540-2063 for information.

HIRING MANAGER FOR LEE’S SUMMIT
CONVENIENCE STORE. Insurance, 401k
options. Call 816-540-2063 for information.

ENROLLMENT IS NOW OPEN AT CHRIS-
TIAN ACADEMY AND COLLEGE.  For a
free packet of information call 816-356-
6380, email: info@heartofamericaminis-
tires.com or visit our web site at:
http://www.heartofamericaministries.com/

heart.php OUR CHRISTIAN ACADEMY is a
great school for boys and girls, Pre-school
through 12th grade. We provide the most
quality education in a safe, loving Christian
environment which is conducive to learn-
ing.  OUR BIBLE COLLEGE is training Chris-
tian Workers, both Pastors and Laymen, to
serve as leaders in the Kingdom of God
both locally, nationally and internationally.
Students may participate by attend resi-
dent classes as well as taking Correspon-
dent/Online Courses.  

AARON’S GUITAR SCHOOL Learn guitar

in a Christian setting.  All ages. All styles.
Acoustic or Electric.  www.aarons-guitar-
school.com   913-708-2985

SOUTH KANSAS CITY BAPTIST CHURCH
is seeking a three-quarter time Administra-
tive Assistant. Please send resume to: Jeff
Logsdon; South Kansas City Baptist Church;
10200 James A Reed Road; Kansas City, MO
64134 or to life@southkc.org.

AVAILABLE FOR CHURCH CHILDCARE
FOR SPECIAL EVENTS OR BIBLE STUDY.
GENERAL CLEAING.  References available.
Stay at home Mom.  816-322-3345 or 816-
769-8593. 

Classifieds are effective and affordable!
Just $10 for 20 words!  Call 816-524-4522
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DINING/SMOKE FREE: The Big Biscuit; 16506 East 40 Hwy. Independence, MO •
(816)478-6958 Mon.-Sat. 6:30am-2:30pm • Sun. 7:30am-2:30pm Smoke Free/Family
Friendly Every Wed. Seniors-20% OFF · Black Angus Burgers · Sandwiches · Specials · Sal-
ads · Breakfast All Day

COMPUTERS REPAIR/MAINTENANCE:Wellspring Computer Services - Gary Johnson,
owner - cell 913-205-9718; www.wellspring4you.com. Virus removal, wireless and ethernet
network setup, memory and component upgrades, operating system reinstallations, re-

mote support options available. Servicing Windows XP, Windows Vista and limited Mac
support. 

FAMILY, CRIMINAL AND PERSONAL INJURY LAW: The Kelly Law Firm, Melissa Kelly
Schroeder, representing Kansas and Missouri clients.  As you turn to your faith for guid-
ance, turn to our firm for your legal needs.  For honest and effective representation call
913-451-1119.  See also  www.thekellylawfirm.com

GUITAR LESSONS: Aaron's Guitar School.  9502 Outlook Dr., Overland Park, KS
66207www.aarons-guitar-school.com  913-708-2985

RENTAL:Accent Rentals – 205 E. 13th Ave.North Kansas City • 816-471-2522. We can help
make your special event a success. We supply canopies, tents, tables, chairs, linens, flat-
ware, china, silver, glassware, dance floors, staging, booths, backdrops and astroturf. 

business&professional

Place your classifed ad with the Metro Voice!  Call today: 816.524.4522

Visit 
our website 
today at:

www.epoxycracks.com

Call us at: 816-507-1093 



  “I realized about three years ago that I
was getting up in years and couldn’t con-
tinue traveling around the world doing
seminars forever,” he said. “I asked God, ̀ Is
this great ministry that you created going
to fade away when I fade away?’”
  The answer came quickly. A member

of YWAM approached Finch about pro-
ducing a movie based on the principles in
his “Three Keys to Success” seminars.
Finch has presented this seminar world-
wide more than 750 times. Although the
content is “secular”, he never fails to pres-
ent the fourth key of eternal success, and

more than 55,000 people have accepted
Christ as their Lord and Savior.

Professional approach
  Finch, who frequently presents to high

school and college students, knew he
didn’t want to put new wine into old
wineskins. A low-budget, amateurish film
that ends with an altar call simply doesn’t
connect with sophisticated audiences.
  “‘`Unlimited’ is not very  preachy, and

it has a lot of action,” he said. “I don’t want
the parking lot to be filled only with
church buses.”
  Producer Chad Gundersen, of Gun-

dersen Entertainment near Dallas, agreed.
  “Christian films are a genre to them-

selves,” he said. “There are different kinds
of faith-based movies. Some are on-the-
nose, evangelical, altar-call types of
movies. But if you are a Christian, it will
be reflected in what you do. We are Chris-
tians who make films. We want to do
something is cool, fun and exciting.”

  The screenplay, written by Davis Bunn
and Joe Scott, focus on Simon Orwell, a
brilliant student whose life has taken a se-
ries of wrong turns. At the point of giving
up on his dreams, he gets a call from an
old professor who has invented a break-
through in a device that would create un-
limited energy, and he needs Simon’s help.
But once he crosses the border into Mex-
ico, nothing goes as planned. The profes-
sor has been killed and Simon is assaulted
and nearly killed by members of a power-
ful drug cartel. Now he must take refuge
in the only place that will help him – a
local orphanage.
  “We live in an entertainment-driven

age,” said Phil Hopper, Finch’s pastor at
Abundant Life Baptist Church in Lee’s
Summit. “I see this as tool to advance the
gospel in ways we haven’t been able to in
the past and bring it in front of people
who otherwise may never come to
church.”
  The project came together quickly for

a high-quality production. Funding, often
the biggest hurdle to most films getting
made, was not an issue.
  “Peggy and I have our businesses with

the whole purpose of having a ministry
after that and giving our money away for
the ministry,” he said. “We are pretty suc-
cessful at giving it all away. Ideally, you
want to spend your last dollar on the day
you die.”

Building a team
  Finch and Gundersen assembled a

production team
and actors with suc-
cessful track records
in both Christian
and secular film,
such as director
Nathan Frankowski
from the Los Ange-
les area.
  “We had a great team,” Frankowski

said. “Chad and I worked great together.
We knew we didn’t have a lot of money
and we certainly couldn’t film in Mexico,
so the first thing we needed was to get the
Mexican look without going into Mexico.
El Paso gave us just that. 
  “Chad also brought in a great crew

that knows how to work with little but

produce big things. My cinematographer,
Steve Campbell, has a brilliant eye and re-
ally helped us get that expensive, authentic
look. So basically, with a great vision, great
crew and locations, we were able to pull it
off.”
  Veteran actor Fred Thompson, whom

many will recognize from the television
show “Law & Order” or his tenure as a U.S.
senator from Tennessee, agreed to play the
role of Finch. “Everyone said, ̀ there is one
guy who is exactly like you’,” Finch said.
“When I sat with Fred, I felt like I was talk-
ing to myself. We couldn’t afford him, but
he loved the script, so he did it for a song.”

T h e
movie also stars
Robert Amaya, who
previously ap-
peared in the Chris-
tian movies
“October Baby”
and “Courageous”.

  “We sought out Amaya, and he loved
the script,” Finch said. “We had prayer on
the set every day, and some of the non-
Christians started dropping in. Toward the
end, one longtime movie veteran said with
tearful eyes, `I’ve never been on a set like
this’.”
  Frankowski was able to make El Paso

look like Mexico and draw strong per-
formances from his cast.
  “Other than the look, the challenge on

any film is the performances,” he said “We
had great casting directors who gave us
amazing options. and we really did find an
amazing cast. It took a lot of work and a
lot of watching tape, but I got what was
needed.”
  Of course, producing a great film is

only the beginning. Finch and his team

have ambitious plans to get it in front of
as many people as possible. This begins
with a limited release in selected cities, in-
cluding Greater Kansas City on Oct. 11.
Finch will screen and discuss the film for
area pastors in six areas of Kansas City
leading up to the premiere (see sidebar).
  A half-dozen missionaries around the

world have excitedly agreed to test the
film.
  “The whole purpose is for a mission-

ary to show this and university students
and others to come to see this Hollywood
movie with lots of action,” Finch said. “At
the end, the missionary says, `How many
of you have reached your unlimited po-
tential? Would you like to be like Simon
and do something amazing?”
  The key to this approach is making a

compelling film that viewers want to see.
  “The first thing I want people to do is

enjoy the film,” Gundersen said. “The sec-

ond is the message that everybody has
amazing God-given gifts and talents. It
takes work on our part to fulfill it. The
character Simon is held back only by him-
self, by decisions he had made in the past.”
  Finch remains hard at work with nu-

merous tasks, such as promotion to both
Christian and secular audiences; transla-
tion into Spanish; and follow-up training.
  “I have a four-week follow-up study

with my book with leaders and small
groups,” he said. “They begin to internalize
what we teach. I believe everyone can be
extraordinarily successful. At best, one
person in thousand ever achieves what
they could have. They go to the grave with
big dreams after a life of just surviving or
attaining limited success. 
  “God has put into everyone’s heart the

talent, ability and brains to achieve unlim-
ited success. So churches are filled with
people with great potential that God has
given. What can a church do with group
of new people on fire?”

Unleashing the power
       “Unlimited” already has had an im-
pact on the people who helped create it.
 “With any film, it’s all about people,”

Frankowski said. “It’s a collaborative art
form. I gained a lot of great friendships
and hopefully people I can call on in the
future.
  “A huge bonus was to be able to work

with Harold Finch. He’s done so much
with his life, and yet he is humble pie. His
message will always stay with me, but also
just watching him on set, the way he in-
teracts with people, really spoke volumes.” 
  “Unlimited” may be evangelical, Hop-

per said, but it also conveys a challenge for
Christians.
  “The message for a Christian is to

think beyond what they think their limits
are,” he said. “They need to live beyond
their ability and focus on eternity. The
problem with the average Christian is that
we think way too small and think only of
today. I hope Christians will walk away
from this movie being inspired to look be-
yond their own limits, to believe God re-
ally can do impossible things with
ordinary people. 
  “We should live lives we can’t fully ex-

plain, and that is the life Harold Finch has
lived. He has lived a life that can’t fully be
explained in human terms. He has lived
beyond his limits. He has believed God for
the impossible.”
  For more information, please visit

www.unlimitedthemovie.com or call 816-
509-9783. Ticket information is available
at www.seatzy.com/unlimited.

have in the majors or minors.
A veteran possibility is Chase

Utley from the Phillies, and he may
be a better catalyst than the minor
leaguers because he has playoff ex-
perience and brings a veteran to the
infield and clubhouse. Who can the
Royals deal?  Billy Butler!  Butler
would be of value only to an Amer-
ican League team because he cannot
play the field nor run very well. The
A’s would be a perfect fit for Billy’s
DH services and 2B Grant Green
would fit the Royals. Kelvin Herrera,
Tim Collins, Everett Teaford, and
Louis Coleman are pitching candi-
dates to move. Miguel Tejada and
Johnny Giavotella are fielders to
move. Virtually all minor leaguers
are moveable. Kottaras, Lough, Cain
and Dyson, and Perez could fill the
DH if Butler is moved pending who
plays outfield and catches unless we

have a solid bat in the minors to
move up. 
Bruce Chen is back in the rota-

tion and Danny Duffy may be ready
soon, so moves are coming. The
Royals need to acquire more talent
while not giving up a nice young
core of players. Shields and Santana
have been terrific despite low run
support. Add a sec-
ond baseman that
can hit and perhaps
another veteran hit-
ter along with an-
other quality
arm and this
team can still
contend this year.
As of my deadline, Pitcher Jair Jur-
rjens became a free agent. The Roy-
als should look hard at him, i.e.
make him an offer quick! Dayton
Moore will have some familiarity
with him from Atlanta.
It’s time the Royals turn into buy-

ers, not sellers!

SPORTS
continued from page 21
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UNLIMITED MOVIE
continued from page 1

“We are Christians who
make films. We want to do
something that is cool, fun

and exciting.”

Harold Finch has scheduled six 
meetings throughout the Kansas 
City area in which he will share 
his vision with pastors and discuss 
how they and their churches can 
become involved with 
“Unlimited”.  Early bird 
coffee and doughnuts will 
be served at 7:30, 
followed by the meet-
ing from 8 a.m. to 9 a.m.
All meetings are 8-9am 

with early bird coffee and 
donuts, 7:30am

Tuesday, August 20
Abundant Life Baptist Church
CORE Building (most eastern 
building on campus)
400 SW Persels Road
Lee’s Summit, MO 64081

Tuesday, August 27
Blue Springs Christian Church
7920 SW 7 Highway
Blue Springs, MO 64014 

Thursday, August 29
Woods Chapel United Methodist
Church
Lecture Hall 
4725 NE Lakewood Way
Lee’s Summit, MO 64064

Thursday, September 12
Colonial Presbyterian Church
Fellowship Hall
9500 Wornall Road
Kansas City, MO 64114 

Wednesday, September 18 
Indian Creek Community Church
12480 S. Black Bob Road
Olathe, KS 66062

Thursday, September 19
Harmony Vineyard Church 
600 NE 46th St.
Kansas City, MO 64116

For information, please RSVP to
Harold Finch at 
haroldfinch@pobox.com

Events scheduled
for area pastors

Finch and Thompson

Robert Amaya, who previously
starred in “Courageous,” 
plays Pedro in “Unlimited.”

“Unlimited” is one of the first in a new
generation of faith-based action thrillers
to hit the big screen. High production 
quality and big names could make it the
Fall’s sleeper hit.
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