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“Brewster Place Day” celebrated with 50th Birthday Bash
Brewster Place, one of the largest

continuing care retirement com-
munities in Northeast Kansas, cele-
brated its 50th anniversary since it
first opened its doors in 1964 at an
outdoor event open to the entire
Topeka community. Over 500 peo-
ple celebrated the organization’s
past and looked toward the future
with Brewster further expanding
beyond retirement and healthcare
services on its 30 acre campus in
Topeka. The event featured a BBQ
feast, birthday cake, music and a
special hip-hop dance routine by
Brewster Place residents and staff.
To commemorate this special day,
Topeka Mayor Larry Wolgast pro-
claimed May 16 as “Brewster Place

Day” in the city.
Back on May 17, 1964, a full page

advertisement in the Topeka
Capital-Journal invited people to
“…inspect the beautiful and unique
features of Brewster Place, The
Congregational Home.” The ad
goes on to say that Brewster Place
“is the first in the Middle West to
offer these opportunities to the
‘New Generation’ (persons over
62).”
The Congregational Home for

older citizens, better known as
Brewster Place, began as a dream of
Roy and Frances Engler. Frances’
elderly aunt was experiencing diffi-
culties living alone and the couple
couldn’t find a suitable place for her

to live conveniently and comfort-
ably. They both wondered why
other churches besides the
Methodist church had not built
homes for their seniors. One day
Roy Engler said to his wife, “Why
don’t we offer our church ten acres
of our farm for a building
site…maybe we could start some-
thing.” 
The Englers took their idea and

offer of land to their pastor, Rev.
Ned Burr McKenney. Rev.
McKenney took the idea to other
Congregational churches in the area
and by 1958, representatives of four
local Congregational churches were
granted a corporate charter for The
Congregational Home.
The first Executive Director, Mr.

Nathan Barr, was hired in 1961 and
by 1964 construction of the Main
Building was complete and the first
tenants arrived. Regardless of the
corporate title (The Congregational
Home), the community became

When it is time for a family mem-
ber to move to assisted living, care-
givers and family members have lots
of question. Here are the most com-
mon questions that caregivers have
about finding assisted living.
What exactly is an assisted living

community?
An assisted living facility is a com-

munity for seniors who cannot live
independently.
One of the reasons that assisted liv-

ing centers are appealing to many
people is that they offer a relatively
high level of independence. If your
parent is in good health and doesn't
require much assistance with everyday
tasks, assisted living is a terrific option.
In fact, residing in an assisted living
center is similar to having a private
apartment, complete with private
bathroom and kitchen, but you can
rest easy with the knowledge that
trained staff is on hand to help your
loved one when necessary. Assisted
living communities might provide
daily living care for bathing, dressing,
toileting, grooming, and eating --
however be sure to read to contract
carefully. In some cases, "personal
care" is an additional cost, or an out-
side home health care agency is
required to perform these tasks.
What's the difference between

assisted living and a nursing home?
Assisted living does not provide

medical care, such as treatment for
specific conditions or diseases like
Parkinson's disease or hospice care.
The assisted living facility will assess
the elder to decide what kind of care
his or her needs require. Nursing
homes, on the other hand, are

designed to house and assist individu-
als who have health conditions that
require constant monitoring and the
availability of medical personnel.
When is it time to consider assisted

living for your parents?
An elder should make the move to

assisted living if hiring in-home care is
not an option. If your parent is con-
stantly confused, forgetful and some-
times wanders, their safety is at risk. If
your parent has severe mobility issues
and cannot get around the house safe-
ly and on their own, they need assis-
tance.
Are pets allowed at assisted living?
Many allow pets. Ask each one.
How much does assisted living cost

and who pays the bill?

Although the cost for assisted living
varies by the facility, the national aver-
age is $2,969 per month for a one bed-
room apartment with a private bath.
The rate is significantly higher for
Alzheimer's or dementia care.
Residents of assisted living facilities

use "private pay" to cover the costs.
Some people use personal savings,
pensions and/or social security to
cover the costs. Some people also use
long term care insurance. Medicaid
and other federal programs do not
pay for the costs of assisted living.
Some states offer waivers for assisted
living for special circumstances. 
An exception to private pay for

assisted living is low-income or gov-
ernment subsidized communities. 

Assisted Living Questions and Answers

known as Brewster Place, named
after William Brewster (1567-
1644), an outstanding
Congregationalist and one of the
leaders of the Plymouth Colony.
By 1969 the Brewster Place med-

ical facility doubled in size with
construction of a second floor.
Brewster continued its growth by
adding 38 living units in 1972 –
Brewster West. In 1979, 38 more liv-
ing units were constructed includ-

ing cottages and apartments. 
In more recent years, under the

leadership of Mr. David Beck who
became President/CEO in 1996,
Brewster has continued its growth
and service to the community by
adding the Brewster Health Center,
eight Townhomes, a Brewster at
Home program for those not yet
ready to relocate to Brewster Place,
and the Rehab Center at Brewster
Place. 
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Imagine a top hat worn by the
greats of magic throughout the cen-
turies and then into modern times
by one celebrity magician. Now take
that top hat, add one Celebrity
Master Magician and one social
services worker, speak the ancient
magic word “abracadabra,” and –
poof !– a rise of smoke, and through
the smoke begins to appear the
notion for a foundation. Just as T.A.
Hamilton, Master Magician, can
silently and seamlessly link one ring
into another as if they were rings of
smoke, ‘Magic and Memories’ is
designed to be an innovative
approach that will link seniors and
youth together through the catalyst
of magic. 
The goals of this program are to

instill in the youth who participate a

sense of self, emotional perception,
intuition, self confidence, public
speaking, coordination, perform-
ance skills, analytical skills and cre-
ativity in a fun, highly charged and
energetic environment. “Magic and
Memories” will be presented at
schools, libraries, churches, senior
centers and at the foundation’s own
location, along with special events.  
Youth and elderly will come

together for an educational, mean-
ingful, fun and entertaining visit.
“Magic and Memories” allows for
supportive and compassionate visits
for both youth and elderly to con-
nect within retirement homes, day-
time elder-care centers and other
settings.   
T.A. Hamilton, Celebrity Master

Magician, and Susan Whitaker, co-
founders, saw magic when they
reviewed both their diverse back-
grounds and determined how they
could make an impact in their com-
munity together. Together they both
bring an abundance of enthusiasm
along with a desire and a commit-
ment to bring about a better quality
of life for seniors and youth in
Northeast Kansas and the Greater
Kansas City area.    

T.A. Hamilton is a multi-award
winning magician, comedian and
nationally recognized inspirational
illusionist with over 20 years profes-
sional experience. Hamilton special-
izes in using magic to deliver a high-
impact and theatrically dramatic
performance. Fortune 500 compa-
nies, schools, churches and theaters
coast-to coast have sought out this
professional entertainer. His credits
include appearing on CBS, NBC,
Fox, hundreds of television com-
mercials, along with two motion
pictures.
Susan Whitaker brings to the

foundation over 20 years of experi-
ence working in the social services
field. She holds a bachelors degree
and is a certified counseling profes-
sional. Whitaker has personally
implemented and achieved award
winning programming for seniors
in multiple long-term care settings,
including a well-received and highly
successful “Bucket List Club.”
Whitaker’s long time passion has
been in serving the elderly commu-
nity, and she knows the joy of seeing
youth and seniors interacting
together.
Hamilton and Whitaker are cur-

rently booking shows with a com-
mitment to utilize proceeds to plant
the seeds from which their founda-
tion can bloom into fruition and
grow ever larger. Hamilton current-
ly owns and tours with the largest
illusion show in the Midwest.

Whether you are calling to book his
comedy stand-up magic act, a
magic-gram or his large illusion
show remember you are sharing the
joy of magic that will continue to
shine as it transforms the lives of the
youth and seniors served through
the ‘Magic and Memories
Foundation.’ Hamilton’s website is
www.tahamilton.com.
The ‘Magic and Memories’ foun-

dation’s mascot is “Karrot the
Karing Bunny.” You may purchase

Karrot the Karing Bunny jewelry
from Etsy with the proceeds of your
purchase going toward the founda-
tion. Whitaker who is the artist
behind this jewelry has long found
arts and crafts to be therapeutic
recreation for children and adults,
especially seniors. More informa-
tion can be found at the Etsy web-
site: www.etsy.com/list-
ing/190697758/karrot-the-karing-
bunny-necklace.

Magician creates Magic and Memories Foundationsenior news briefs
HARVESTER'S PROGRAM FOR SENIOR CITIZENS - every second

Saturday, takes place at Christian Lord Ministries, 2421 SE California. Call 266-
4979.

LIFEFEST – June 5 (Every first Thursday), 10am-12:30pm, Covenant Baptist
Church, 5440 SW 37th St. Seniors ministering to seniors – celebrating with fel-
lowship, fun, food, learning & entertainment. Potluck luncheon at noon. If
transportation is needed, call 354-4994 or 478-1729. Featured Speakers: Steve
and Bev Robinson, Central Plains Regional Representatives with The Jesus Film
Project.

GERMANFEST – June 7, 5-11pm & June 8 10-5, Sacred Heart Church, 312
NE Freeman. Call 234-3338 for details

VIP LUNCHEON FOR SENIORS – Every Fri., Noon, North Topeka Baptist
Church, 123 NW Gordon. FREE lunch with Christian fellowship, devotions &
entertainment provided by Topeka North Outreach. For Info: 286-1370.

A GOOD YARN CLUB – 2nd & 4th Sat., 9-11am, Wanamaker Rd Baptist
Church, 2700 SW Wanamaker.  Doing Good for Others: Knitting & Crocheting
for Local Charities, free yarn, needles, hooks & patterns. All are welcome. For
info: Debby, 215-4889 or ddhenrikson@cox.net

GRANDPARENT/RELATIVE CAREGIVER SUPPORT GROUP – 3rd Tue.,
6:30-8pm, 2nd floor meeting room, St. Francis Hosp, 1700 SW 7th. Join for
support, information, etc. For info: Sharla, 286-2329; Jennie (English/Spanish)
231-0763

           

Call (785) 478-9440 or visit aldersgatevillage.org!
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