
M
et

ro
 V

oi
ce

P.
O

. B
ox

 1
1

1
4

Le
e’

s 
S

um
m

it,
 M

O
 6

4
0

6
3

When U.S. troops invaded Iraq in
2003, there were at least 1.5 million
Christians in Iraq. Over the last 10 years,
significantly in the last few months with
the emergence of ISIS, that figure has
dropped to about 400,000.
In a region where Christians predate

Muslims by centuries, over one million
Christians have been killed or have had
to flee because of jihadi persecution,
while America is basically standing by
and watching. This is the sad news that
Breitbart’s national security editor and
one of the world’s leading experts on
asymmetric warfare, Dr. Sebastian
Gorka, brought to Breitbart News Sat-
urday, hosted by editor in chief Alex
Marlow on Sirius XM Patriot Radio.
Dr. Gorka explained that “in the last

48 hours, ISIS, which is now called the

The Christian
Holocaust in Iraq

See HOLOCAUST page 23

Kansas Citians will have the chance to help kids
in crisis in our community during the "KMBZ Car-
ing for Kids" Radiothon, sponsored by 98.1
FM/980 AM KMBZ Radio. 

The Radiothon will be held Thursday, August
21 from 7 a.m. to 9 p.m. and will be hosted by
KMBZ personalities including E.J. and Ellen,

Jonathan Weir
and Darla Jaye.
Proceeds from
the event will
benefit The
Salvation Army

Children’s Shelter, which cares for children ages
birth to age 17 who have been removed from their
homes due to abuse, abandonment or neglect.

The Salvation Army Children’s Shelter is the
largest emergency children’s shelter in the Kansas
City area. Many of the children come to the shelter
after being placed into state custody because of a
hotline line. The children remain at the shelter
until authorities determine the home environment
is safe for the child to return, or until another suit-
able placement is found. 

Children may also be placed at the shelter vol-
untarily by their parents during a time of crisis,
such as homelessness, hospitalization or incarcer-
ation.  This care is free for families and requires
the parents work with social work staff on the is-
sues that brought them to the point of crisis. Since
opening in 1981, the children’s shelter has cared
for more than 7,200 children in crisis.

For additional information visit their website
at www.saradiothon.org.

When vacant houses are widespread
in a community, it’s detrimental to that
community. Empty houses breed van-

dalism, prostitution,
drug activity and other
bad elements to an
otherwise nice neigh-
borhood.

“We saw the va-
cant house epidemic
and knew it was the

biggest need, so we did something about
it,” said Gary Cornelius Jones, pastor at
The U Church in southeast Kansas City.
The church partnered with a private

developer and volunteered hundreds of

man-hours and buckets of sweat to re-
habilitate some of the more run-down
houses in the area. Now they are homes
that anyone would be proud to live in.
“I don’t think we even realize the im-

pact that this ministry is having on the
lives of the people here,” Jones said.
The rehab ministry is one of many

outreach ministries that The U Church
has started. The church, which Jones
helped plant eight years ago, is named
for its mission Scripture found in John
20:21, “Again Jesus said, ‘Peace be with
you! As the Father has sent me, I am
sending you.’”
The church’s vision is to demonstrate

God’s love by witnessing and caring for
others through education, inspiration

and celebration. Jones said much of their
focus has been on Ruskin Heights, a di-
verse lower middle-class neighborhood
in the church’s backyard.

“Seventy percent of the households
are single-parent situations,” Jones said.
“Many have low self-esteem and little

One house at a time

As school resumes this month, families across the metro are are shopping for clothes and supplies
and making plans for a successful school year. What are some of the ways you can ensure your
child gets off to a great start? From organizing your home schedule and encouraging a love for

school to working with teachers, let our Back-to-School Guide show you how. See  page 5.

Tips for starting the year off right!

U Church transforming KC neighborhood
by Kayla Rinker

JONES

See U CHURCH page 22

Robert Wilde | BNNews

Iraqi Christians flee Mosul.

USA and world look on

Radiothon to benefit 
children’s shelter 
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Dr. Ben Carson, Sr. overcame many obstacles to fulfill his childhood dream of becoming
a physician. He persevered through dire poverty, encouraged by his mother, a single par-
ent, to strive for excellence. Avoiding the political correctness of politicians, Dr. Carson
will share with Kansas City his bold plan to stop the country’s slide into fiscal and moral
decay, taking on tough issues such as the sanctity of human life, education, health care,
family values, charity, and the role of faith in public life.
Today, Dr. Carson is retired, a noted author of 6 books, and serves as Professor Emeritus
of Neurosurgery at Johns Hopkins University. In 2004 President George W. Bush ap-
pointed him to serve on the President’s Council on Bioethics. Dr. Carson is also the subject
of the recent award-winning movie, Gifted Hands: The Ben Carson Story.

Tuesday, October 14
Overland Park Convention Center

Overland Park, Kansas

6 – 7:00 P.M. 
Hors D’ouvres & Beverages

7 – 8:30 P.M.
Dr. Ben Carson

Proceeds will help The Women’s Clinic of
Kansas City (TWC), a 501(c)3 non-profit or-
ganization, make a difference in the lives of
young women faced with an unplanned
pregnancy. Using a threefold approach of
prevention education, crisis intervention,
and ongoing support services, TWC con-
nects women and teens to resources en-
abling them to make healthy choices for
successful futures.

��Non-Refundable Registration (before Sept. 25)
$125/person or $200/couple

($75/person or $100/couple is tax deductible)
Seating is limited. Reservations Required.

Registrations not accepted at the door.
Register online at www.thewomensclinic.net

or by calling 816-836-9000 x235

This summer, Angel Flight Central
(AFC), flew its 20,000th flight. AFC,
which serves people in need by arrang-
ing charitable flights for health care or
other humanitarian purposes, was
founded in 1995 by Overland Park resi-
dent Jim Stevens. 
The non-profit has a roster of nearly

400 volunteer pilots throughout the mid
to upper Midwest who give of them-
selves on a daily basis.
Executive Director Don Sumple

stated that “the AFC volunteer pilots
who transport people in need of non-
emergency medical treatment and for
other humanitarian reasons are truly
heroes. Sumple noted that many AFC
passengers are alive today because of the
unselfishness of the volunteer pilots who

provide their time, treasure and talent to
help our friends and neighbors in need
reach their treatment facilities free of
charge.”
According to Sumple, “the arrival of

this 20,000th angel flight only reinforces
that the need for charitable aviation is
real and increasing each and every day”.
Angel Flight Central serves Missouri,

Kansas, Nebraska, Iowa, Minnesota,
Wisconsin, Illinois, Indiana, and North
and South Dakota. For more informa-
tion on how Angel Flight Central might
be able to assist you or someone you
know, please call 816-421-2300 or toll
free at 1-866-569-9464.
You can also visit their website at

www.angelflightcentral.org.

Angel Flight Central
reaches 20,000 flights

An Angel Flight volunteer pilot and passengers.

The public is invited to learn
how to develop innovative and
creative applications for the
workplace at the 2014 Joseph
Company Innovation Summit,
Aug. 14–16 at the multi-pur-
pose room in Joseph Company
Ministry, 3535 E. Red Bridge
Road,� Kansas City. Attendees
will hear from a panel of believ-
ers who have implemented suc-
cessful ideas in their spheres of
influence, engage in brain-
storming sessions, receive prayer, and learn through directed dis-
cussions to further develop creative solutions.

The event will help equip
marketplace believers to impact
their spheres of influence
through innovation and the use
of technology. 
Linda Fields, director of

Joseph Company, is excited
about the opportunity to bring
this to the Kansas City business
community. 
“At this exciting time in

human history, we are witness-
ing rapid acceleration in techno-

logical innovation; we believe technology is a valuable tool to be

Innovation Summit challenges believers to use technology 

See INNOVATION page 22

Affordable Office Space Available 
Starting at $275 per month

The  Barryview Building 
7211 NW 83rd Street Kansas City, Mo 64152 

(2 blocks south of Zona Rosa at I-29 and Barry Rd)  

Dr. (Rev.) David Cox  – Owner

Call: 816-569-3357  
Monday thru Friday for Showing Appointments

www.barryviewbuilding.com 

Looking for a good location to 
have church services?

newsbriefs
(WNS)--Rather than fight President

Barack Obama’s planned executive order
against LGBT bias in the workplace, religious
leaders are rallying to persuade him to in-
clude an exemption for religious employers.
“We want it to be on record,” said Stanley
Carlson-Thies, president of the Institutional
Religious Freedom Alliance, which is circu-
lating a petition that now has 140 co-sign-
ers. “We want to give him the opportunity
to do the right thing.”  Obama announced
June 16 he would ban federal contractors

from discriminating because of sexual ori-
entation or gender identity. The convictions
of religious business owners aside, faith-
based organizations with contracts include
churches, adoption agencies, disaster relief
groups, and drug and prison ministries. The
order is a response to House inaction on the
Employment Non-Discrimination Act
(ENDA), which the Senate passed in Novem-
ber. ENDA would apply to most businesses,
and religious organizations that fail to sat-
isfy the government’s requirements.

EXEMPTION SOUGHT FOR RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS
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for writersLocal foster children receive
thousands of new toys

More than 500 Kansas City area foster
children were given brand new toys and
games on July 19 during a fun-filled event
hosted by the Toy Industry Foundation to
benefit the national and local Court Ap-
pointed Special Advocates (CASA) Asso-
ciations. An additional 4,500 children in
greater Kansas City will receive new play-
things on special occasions and holidays
throughout the year.
Kids living at the Niles Home for Chil-

dren and nearby foster homes enjoyed
face-painting, a photo booth, balloon
artists, carnival games and other fun ac-
tivities before they each picked out a
brand-new plaything to keep, choosing
from an assortment of educational toys,
bubble blowers, scooters, puzzles, dolls,
and other items. They were donated by
big-hearted toy manufacturers and retail-
ers to The Toy Bank, the Toy Industry
Foundation’s signature giving program.
“The resilient children living in foster

care face such grown-up problems at a
very young age. It is our hope that the toys
and games will give them a reason to smile
… and will show them that there are
many people out there who care about

them,” said Jean Butler, executive director
of the Toy Industry Foundation. “We are
grateful to our generous toy industry
donors who continue to make important
events like this one possible.”
“Children in foster care are taken in

with only the clothes on their backs. They
get attached to things that are then taken

from them,” said Sarah Mille, mother of
two children and foster parent of two. 
“When [our foster kids] came to us,

they had nothing. These toys are theirs...
not hand-me-downs.”
Added Amany, age 7: “Me and my sister

both picked dolls so we can play them to-
gether. This is the best day ever!”

A smile as big as the box from one happy gift recipient.

An annual survey compiled by look-
ing at federal statistics shows progress
and set-backs for children in Missouri
and Kansas. 
The Annie E. Casey Foundation’s an-

nual “Kids Count” survey looks at 16 be-
haviors in four categories. Missouri is
29th in the ratings while Kansas is 15th.
Missouri’s highest ranking is 22nd in ed-
ucation, while the highest for Kansas is 7
for economic well-being. The lowest
ranking for Kansas is 25 for family and
community, while for Missouri the low-
est ranking is 30th in childhood health.
Figures from various federal agencies are

used in compiling the ratings.
Although the teen birth rate has

dropped in both states, it is only keeping
up with a national trend.
She indicates one of the disappointing

results is that almost one-fourth of Mis-
souri’s children live in poverty–23 per-
cent–an increase from 2005. Poverty has
also worsened in Kansas since 2005 when
15 percent of children lived in poverty.

nsidenote
MISSOURI’S RANKINGS:

Economic well-being 24
Education 22
Health 30
Family and community 27
Overall 29

KANSAS’ RANKINGS:
Economic well-being 7
Education 12
Health 21
Family and community 25
Overall 15

MISSOURI, KANSAS CHILD HEALTH COMPARED
by Dwight Widaman

Heart of America Christian Writ-
ers Network may be just the organi-
zation for which you have been
looking. How will you know?
Do you have spiral notebooks full

of notes from speakers, Bible studies,
or sermons? 
Have you ever finished reading a

magazine article or book and
thought, “I could have written that.”
Are you yearning to share ways

God has directed your life?
Do you find yourself thinking, “I

wonder how a person gets into writ-
ing Christian materials?”
If you answered yes to any of the

above questions, Heart of American
Christian Writers Network may be just the organization you have been
seeking. HACWN might be considered one of the best-kept secrets in
Metro Kansas City. Join them for the next monthly meeting on August
14, 2014 at Colonial Presbyterian Church’s Quivira campus 7:00-9:00

Writer’s conference will inspire
by Zeta Davidson

See WRITING page 22



A dramatic escalation in Hamas rocket
fire in recent weeks has forced Israel to
take military action against terrorists in
Gaza. Although the Israeli’s are using tar-
geted strikes, news reports show that
Hamas is storing missiles and heavy arma-

ment in schools (including those con-
trolled by the U.N.), hospitals and residen-
tial areas forcing the Israeli’s to give up to
24-hour notice of strikes. 
Gaza and Lebanese terrorists and con-

tinue to launch thousands of rockets at Is-
rael capable of reaching deep into the
country. The attacks have sent millions

running into bomb shelters, threatening
5.5 million Israeli lives.
In July Israel launched what it calls

“Operation Protective Edge.” Government
officials say the aim is to secure an end to
weeks of Hamas rocket fire.
Understanding the motives behind the

violence can be confusing without proper
knowledge of the root causes contributing
to the aggression as well as the religious is-
sues, which shape life in the Middle East.

5 Things Christians Need to Know
about the Israel-Gaza Conflict
1. How did the recent attacks escalate?
Eyal Yifrah, 19, Gilad Shaar, 16, and

Naftali Fraenkel, a 16-year-old with dual
Israeli-American citizenship, disappeared

on June 12 while hitchhiking home.
In July the Israeli government con-

firmed the bodies of three kidnapped Is-
raeli teens had been located. Volunteer
searchers found the bodies in the West
Bank near the town of Hebron. Officials
claim, the teens that were abducted by
Palestinians, were shot at least ten times
simply because of their Jewish faith. 
In an act of retaliation, three Israeli sus-

pects confessed to killing a Palestinian
teenager, Mohammed Abu Khdeir.
2. The birth of Israel results in major wars
With the birth of Israel in 1948 also

came enhanced conflict between the Arabs
and Jews. The Arab–Israeli conflict has re-
sulted in at least five major wars and a
number of minor conflicts. It has also

been the source of two major Palestinian
uprisings, known as intifadas. Some pre-
dict a third intifadas could be eminent. 
The Arab nations are represented by 21

separate nations. There is only one Jewish
nation with a tiny country, Israel. Even
with an overwhelming geographic terri-
tory claimed by Arabs, Palestinians have
consistently demanded Israel to give up
land for a Palestinian state. 

The combined territories of Arab
countries are 650 times greater than Israel.
Some question why one of the Arab na-
tions hasn’t provided land for the Pales-
tinians.
3. The Palestinian Authority signed an agreement
with Hamas forming a terrorist unity government
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newsbriefs
The LIGHT House expands programs
The LIGHT House is expanding services to better

meet the needs of the community. 
Beginning July 1, the maternity home will accept ex-

pectant mothers age 12-21 who already have children
younger than 18 months. Previously, The LIGHT House
was only able to admit expectant mothers who did not
have children.

This program expansion will enable The LIGHT
House to serve more young women who are facing an
untimely pregnancy in addition to the challenges of car-
ing for an infant.

The maternity home provides the support services

a young mother needs as she carries and delivers her baby. These
include life skills, parenting skills, emotional and medical support

and spiritual encouragement. The LIGHT House, an af-
filiate of MBCH Children and Family Ministries, is a pro-
life agency that has served the greater Kansas City
metro area since 1985. 

In addition to maternity home services, the organ-
ization also provides an outreach program to mothers
and arranges private adoptions. 

For more information on services offered or how
to access services, please visit www.lighthousekc.org
or call 816-361-2233. The 24-hour HOPE Line is 816-91-
4434. 

To catch pro-life candidates use a NET
www.VoteProlife.Net
VOTE 

by
Aug. 5

WARNING: There are 2 related groups, the so-called Kansas Values Institute 
& Kansas Traditional Republican Majority, who have sent candidate cards in 

some areas as if they are PRO-LIFE. They are NOT.
If you didn’t receive a Kansans for Life PAC postcard of endorsed candidates go

to www.voteprolife.net or call us before you vote at 913-642-5433.
For general voting info see www.voteks.org

Bi-partisan effort hoped to run-around Supreme Court

(WNS)--A bipartisan attempt to over-
turn the Supreme Court’s Hobby Lobby
decision has failed—for now.
The Senate in late July fell short of the

60 votes needed to move forward with the
Protect Women’s Health From Corporate
Interference Act, in a 56-43 vote on bring-
ing the measure to the floor. 
The bill would have overruled the Reli-

gious Freedom Restoration Act (RFRA)—
the law the Supreme Court cited when it
ruled the federal government cannot force

a family-owned business to provide con-
traceptive coverage that goes against its re-
ligious beliefs.
The bill also would have required em-

ployers to cover all forms of contraception
and other healthcare
mandated in the Af-
fordable Care Act, re-
gardless of conscience
objections.
“The federal govern-

ment doesn’t have the
right to force Americans

to violate their faith,” said Sen. Roger
Wicker, R-Miss., who voted against bring-
ing the measure to the floor for consider-
ation. “The bill put forward by Senate
Democrats is nothing more than a politi-

cal charade, designed to falsely suggest to
the American people that employers can
deny their employees access to birth con-
trol.”
It wasn’t only Democrats who sup-

ported a floor vote for the bill: Sens. Susan
Collins, R-Maine, Mark Kirk, R-Ill., and
Lisa Murkowski, R-Alaska., joined 51 De-
mocrats and two independents to try to
move the legislation forward. For proce-
dural reasons, just before the vote closed,
Majority Leader Harry Reid, D-Nev.,
changed his vote, which leaves the door
open for reconsidering the bill at a later
date.
Supporters cast the legislation as a “fix”

for the ruling they said ran counter to the
original intent of RFRA, which received

overwhelming bipartisan support and was
signed into law  in 1993.
“The court’s decision in Hobby Lobby

was an unprecedented move allowing em-
ployers to use their religious beliefs to deny
their employees a benefit that they are
guaranteed by federal law to receive,” said
Laura W. Murphy, director of the Ameri-
can Civil Liberty Union’s Washington leg-
islative office. “A small number of senators
chose politics over women’s health today.”
“Senate Democrats and a few wayward

Republicans just voted against religious
freedom for their constituents and all
Americans,” said Marjorie Dannenfelser,
president of Women Speak Out PAC, a
partner of the Susan B. Anthony List.
“This bill would pave the way for taxpayer

funding of almost all abortions as ‘preven-
tive services.’”
Democrats, who also call the bill the

“Not My Boss’ Business Act,” hope to turn
the Hobby Lobby decision into a cam-
paign issue in the midterm elections, fur-
thering their “war on women” narrative
against Republicans.
Tony Perkins, president of the Family

Research Council, said lawmakers have
much more pressing issues to focused on:
“The world is falling apart, along with the
U.S. economy, and yet Senate Democratic
leaders think the future of the free world
hinges on employers being forced—under
the threat of crippling fines—to provide
drugs that have the potential to kill an un-
born child.” 

Plan to overturn
Hobby Lobby 
ruling stalls

Five things all Christians need to understand about the Israel-Gaza conflict

See ISRAEL page 17

Russ Jones  | Christian News

DANNENFELSER



Have you ever heard your child say, "I
hate school"? If so, you know how deeply
it can penetrate your heart. Parents can re-
spond in a variety of ways.

Denial: "You've probably just had a
bad day."

Blame: "If you didn't have such a bad
teacher, this wouldn't be happening."

Anger: "Just deal with it. Why, when I
was your age, I walked through snow, sat
on a wooden bench and ate dinosaur
bones for lunch."

Empathy: "I can see how much you
don't like school. Let's try and figure out
how to solve this together."
When you determine the reasons be-

hind your child's aversion to school, you'll
be in the best position to help him or her.
Without playing the "blame game," exam-
ine all factors, especially those involving
the student, teachers and parents.

The Student Factor
Depending upon your child's age, there

can be a wide range of contributing fac-
tors, some easier to resolve than others.

Preschool Angst
Your child is anxious about starting

something new.
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SSSSSSOverland Christian Schools
Fully Accredited by the Association of Christian Teachers and Schools

Limited 
Preschool Openings 

Still Available!

Help your child love school from preschool through high school

by Jody Capehart

Easy steps to 
ensure school year

success

See SCHOOL page 7



As most of us are just beginning our
new school year, we’re rely-
ing on our tidy, new sched-
ule to keep us on track,
right?  Trouble is, we’re find-
ing it difficult to actually fol-
low that schedule!
Sound familiar?
Don’t be discouraged!

Especially if you are a new
homeschooling mom!  It
will get easier, and you will
figure out what works for
your family!  Here are five
helpful tips I’ve learned, and
am still learning, when put-
ting together a schedule!

1.  A Schedule is a Goal:
The most important aspect
when putting together a
schedule is to keep in mind
that your schedule is the
goal you’d like to accom-
plish in your school day.  It’s
good and prudent to have a
goal, and for a homeschool
mom, scheduling our day is wise.  But the
reality is, things will happen in our day
that can’t possibly be planned.  Having an
expectation of accomplishing our sched-
ule every day will only bring frustration
and make us feel like we’re failing.
I am a schedule girl!  They make sense

to me.  However, for some of our home
school years, keeping to a routine, rather
than a schedule, worked when life was
more difficult for us.
Do what works well for you, but relax

if things don’t always go according to plan.
2.  Trial and Error: After 11 years of

homeschooling, I am still learning that
each year brings new opportunities for
creativity and brainstorming.  Ideally, I
prepare a schedule that I hope will work
based on the knowledge of subjects, time,
outside classes/activities, and family dy-
namics.  However, as we put things to the
test, I will tweak several times before I feel

like we’ve reached a realistic schedule.  You
want a good flow to your day, and to get
as much accomplished as possible, but al-

ways keeping in mind Tip
#1…..it’s a goal!  And,
don’t give up if your
schedule isn’t working
right away.  Keep tweak-
ing!

3.  No Schedule is Per-
fect: “A man’s heart plans
his way, but God directs
his steps.”  
One of my favorite

Proverbs that helps me to
remember that we are to
make plans, and that mak-
ing plans (or schedules) is
good.  But the bottom line
is, God will direct our day
and that may look very
different from the pretty
schedule we worked so
hard on.  But this truth
should bring us comfort,
too.  To know that our
days, our steps have been
directed by God should

help us to handle those off days better.
4.  Don’t Compare to Others: It’s so easy

to view other moms’ schedules and think
they’re doing something right or better
than you.  Don’t fall into that trap of dis-
couragement.  Each family is unique and
every schedule will look different.  It’s great
to gain ideas and learn from other home-
schooling moms, even trying some of
their tactics and time frames.  But if it
doesn’t work for your family, don’t let that
discourage you.  Find what works for you
and be content with whatever God leads
you to do!

5.  Don’t Be Hard on Yourself: I am
preaching to myself on this one.  As a vet-
eran homeschooler, I KNOW better than

to be too hard on myself when the day
runs in the opposite direction of continu-
ity.  
Currently, we are four weeks into our

new year, and we are still trying to figure
out a good schedule. Consequently, I have
allowed myself to be discouraged over it.
It may be that this is the year we just

don’t find a reliable schedule and will have

to rely on our trusty routine again.  Rou-
tine for us means we rise, eat meals, begin
school, take naps and go to bed at our
usual times, but everything in between
happens as the day allows.  With six stu-
dents, three little ones that require super-
vision, and a baby on the way, things are
going to be a little crazy.  I am one person
juggling a LOT.  
I need to be content to just do the best

we can each day, and trust that it’s enough.  
I want our schooling hours to be a joy,

not a burden.
If we are hard on ourselves due to high

expectations that can’t be achieved, home-
schooling will prove to be just that….a
burden and not a joy.  
As hard as homeschooling can be at

times, it is a gift to be able to teach our kids
at home.  Let’s make the best of it and pass
on a legacy of joy, and a love of learning to
our children!
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5 Tips for scheduling
your homeschool day

by Candace Sabo

“However, for some
of our homeschool
years, keeping to a
routine, rather than
a schedule, worked
when life was more

difficult for us.
Do what works well
for you, but relax if
things don’t always

go according to
plan.”

“I want our schooling hours to be a joy, 
not a burden.”



Your child hasn't spent much time away
from you and has separation issues.
Your child has a fear of going to the

bathroom unassisted.
Your child has social issues with

other children.
Elementary Struggles
Your child may begin to notice that

other kids in the class are catching on
more quickly and fears falling behind.
Your child may become withdrawn or
overly aggressive, or he or she may be-
come the class clown to cover up
shame or embarrassment.
Your child may be subject to bully-

ing on the playground, in the bath-
room or at lunch. These areas should
be safe places for your child but some-
times can be just the opposite.
On the positive side, in these ear-

lier years, your child is still in a self-
contained classroom. The teacher
should be an advocate and commu-
nicate with parents to help deter-
mine, and intervene, if she's aware
of bullying, a learning issue or some
other contributing factor behind
your child's negative feelings. Work
together with the teacher to find a
solution.

Middle School/Junior
High Challenges
Your child feels vulnerable and is

less likely to enjoy school during
these years because of everything
that is changing—physically, emo-
tionally, mentally and socially.
Your child is entering the dialectic stage

in which he or she has a high need to de-
bate, dialogue and dispute everything.

Your child is trying to discover his or
her identity. The more confident your
child is — knowing his or her unique per-
sonality and learning style and how it af-
fects learning — the more he or she will

feel equipped and empowered to learn.

The Teacher Factor
As a parent, it's natural to want the

teacher to perfectly understand and in-
stantly grasp how your child learns. Real-
istically, teachers have classrooms full of
students who often learn in different ways.
Some years you are blessed to get a
teacher who understands your child
and his or her particular learning style,
and other years that's just not the case.
Unless there is an obvious due cause
for concern, be careful not to impugn
the teacher.
When you do feel it's appropriate

to talk to your child's teacher, set up
an appointment, be prepared to ex-
press your concerns with grace and
begin positively. "I'm having a con-
cern," you might start out, "and I
thought you would have some good
insights into how we can solve this."

The Parent Factor
Of course, we can't overlook an-
other factor: ourselves. So, take a
deep breath!
Could you possibly be part of the

problem? Are your expectations too
high? Does your child learn differ-
ently than you or others in your fam-
ily? It's easy to think that the way we
learn is the only right way, and then
we attempt to mold others to our
way of learning.
Remind yourself that your child is

wired by God for a unique and spe-
cific purpose. Then remind your son
or daughter of that truth from God's
Word (see Ephesians 2:10, for exam-
ple). Above all, listen with an open
mind and a heart of wisdom, and

pray to see the situation through the lens
of love.

–Used with permission of Focus on the
Family
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“When you determine the reasons 
behind your child's aversion to school,
you'll be in the best position to help 

him or her. Without playing the blame
game, examine all factors, especially

those involving the student, 
teachers and parents.”

Now 
Enrolling
White(eld Academy trains 
Pre K-12th grade students to

think critically 
within the context of a 

CHRISTIANWORLDVIEW

Average ACT Score 27
90th Percentile

Top 5 Private Schools in Metro KC
816-444-3567 or www.white�eldacademy.org

INSPIRING WORLD CHANGERS
Pre-K Thru High School

www.mca-eagles.org 913.631.0637

Experience the Difference.
Now Enrolling for Fall 2014
Request a Tour of the School
 Schedule an Education  
Success Consultation

OPEN HOUSE 
August 5, 2014

 Doors open: 6:00 PM

SCHOOL
continued from page 5

twitter.com/metrovoice
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A successful school year begins with
teamwork—among you, your child and
your child’s teachers. As your child heads
back to school, consider these suggestions
for building a positive, collaborative rela-
tionship with his teachers. Go to Thriving-
Family.com and search “Teaming up With
Teachers” to get worksheets on communi-
cating with your child’s teachers. 

❱❱ Treat the teacher as an expert
Be positive in your attitude and ap-

proach, making it a habit to contact the
teacher under positive circumstances.
Showing up only when you want to dis-
cuss a problem can push a teacher into de-
fensive mode as soon as you walk through
the door. 

❱❱ Ask, “What can I do?”
When discussing your child, start many

of your questions with, “What can I do ...”
Let the teacher know you and your child
are taking responsibility for learning. 

❱❱ Recognize limitations
Recognize that there are practical limi-

tations on expectations of your teacher. If
your child needs to follow a certain system
for keeping track of homework, create the
paperwork yourself so that the teacher
needs to only fill in a few blanks. 

❱❱ Be objective
Don’t rely solely on the information

you get from your child about a particular
incident. Naturally, your personal loyalty
rests with your child, but do your best to

look at the situation objectively and see it
through the eyes of the teacher. 

❱❱ Discuss with your child
Discuss the conversations you have

with the teacher openly with your child.
Emphasize the positive areas that you and
the teacher discussed, and brainstorm
how to use those strengths to improve in
other areas. 

❱❱ Value variety
Help your child understand and value

a variety of teaching methods. Every
teacher is a lesson in learning. By helping
your child appreciate the unique styles of
different teachers, you’ll prepare him to
use his strengths to cope with life’s many
other differences. 

—Cynthia Ulrich Tobias, author of The
Way They Learn 

Teaming up with your child’s Teachers



So what is long distance-education? It
is certainly not new, though we tend to
think it is. Long-distance learning has
been taking place for over a hundred years.
Previously, mail-order courses were of-
fered and used by millions of Americans.
But technology has meant things have
changed and the way the courses are of-
fered continues to evolve. 
Long-distance learning is the fastest

growing segment of all education levels.
For adults going back to school, it can
open up doors to new careers and min-
istry. Is it right for you?

What is Distance 
Learning?
Distance learning traditionally has pro-

vided access to instructional programs for
students who are separated by time and/or
physical location from an instructor. Dis-
tance learning has been thought of as
prepackaged text, audio and/or video
courses taken by an isolated learner with
limited interaction with an instructor or
other students. This perspective is chang-
ing. Today information technologies and
the Internet can allow rich interactive dis-
tance learning experiences that may sur-
pass the interactivity of a traditional
classroom.
Distance learning can be provided in

several contexts, including stand alone dis-
tance learning, blended learning where the
student participates in a regular class and
distance learning class concurrently, and
hybrid learning where distance learning
supplements classroom instruction.
Learning is defined as "the act, process,

or experience of gaining knowledge or
skill." 
Learning is the preferred term rather

than education, which is generally defined
as the knowledge or skill obtained or de-
veloped by the learning process. However
educators often use the terms interchange-
ably.
Distance learning is conventionally de-

fined as... "any educational or learning
process or system in which the teacher and
instructor are separated geographically or
in time from his or her students; or in
which students are separated from other
students or educational resources.”
Contemporary distance learning is ef-

fected through the implementation of
computer and electronics technology to
connect teacher and student in either real
or delayed time or on an as-needed basis.
Content delivery may be achieved through
a variety of technologies, including satel-
lites, computers, cable television, interac-
tive video, electronic transmissions via

telephone lines, and others. Distance
learning does not preclude traditional
learning processes; frequently it is used in
conjunction with in-person classroom or
professional training procedures and
practices. It is also called distributed learn-
ing."

Defining Elements
Several key features define distance

learning. The importance of the teacher
— learner communications cannot be
overstated.
nThe separation of teacher and learner

during at least a majority of each instruc-

tional process
n Separation of teacher and learner in

space and/or time.
n The use of educational media to

unite teacher and learner and carry course
content.
n The provision of two-way commu-

nication between teacher, tutor, or educa-
tional agency and learner, and
n Control of the learning pace by the

student rather than the distance instruc-
tor.
These definitions apply equally to high

tech and low tech approaches to distance
learning. Having the appropriate, enthu-

siastic, and qualified staff is a make or
break requirement.

Two Types of 
Distance Learning
There are two distance education deliv-

ery system categories - synchronous and
asynchronous. 
Synchronous instruction requires the

simultaneous participation of all students
and instructors. The advantage of syn-
chronous instruction is that interaction is
done in "real time" and has an immediacy.
Examples include interactive telecourses,
teleconferencing and web conferencing,
and Internet chats.
Asynchronous instruction does not re-

quire the simultaneous participation of all
students and instructors. Students do not
need to be gathered together in the same
location at the same time. Rather, students
may choose their own instructional time
frame and interact with the learning ma-
terials and instructor according to their
schedules. Asynchronous instruction is
more flexible than synchronous instruc-
tion but experience shows that time limits
are necessary to main focus and participa-
tion. 
The self-paced format accommodates

multiple learning levels and schedules.
Examples of asynchronous delivery in-

clude e-mail, listservs, audiocassette
courses, videotaped courses, correspon-
dence courses, and WWW-based courses.
The advantages of asynchronous deliv-

ery include student choice of location and
time, and interaction opportunities
among the students as well as the instruc-
tor. One disadvantage is that self paced in-
struction places a substantial burden on
the student to maintain interest, focus, and
pace. This motivation can be difficult to
sustain.
Three elements are of paramount im-

portance to any successful distance educa-
tion program:
n instructional design
n technology
n support

When considering a long-distance pro-
gram, ask questions about support and in-
tegration of technology.

Why Distance 
Learning?
Distance education increases access to

learning opportunities. Well organized
distance learning accommodates multiple
learning styles. 
Distance learning serves learners who

are not likely to attend traditional class-
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What’s the deal with Long-Distance Learning?
by Dwight Widaman

See DISTANCE page 10



room instruction (effectiveness). In some
cases, it can serve as many or more learn-
ers per dollar spent (efficiency). California
research continues to show that it can at-
tract and serve lower level learners (eq-
uity).
Adult life for many is complex and de-

manding. Many adults are unable to or
unwilling to attend traditional adult edu-
cation schools and classrooms for many
reasons including:
n having work and family obligations

that make attending a regular class time

difficult,�learning more effectively from
video, audio, and web–based media when
moving at their own pace.
n experiencing the dearth of public

transportation systems in many parts of
the state,�needing more practice of skills to
achieve mastery.
n living in locations without conven-

ient access to traditional classes, and/or
n lacking the full confidence to partic-

ipate in a large classroom setting in front
of other students.
People who can't attend traditional

classes because of these realities need al-
ternatives. These adults are prime targets
for distance learning. 

They are motivated to continue their
education, but limited by circumstances as
to how they participate in adult basic ed-
ucation. 
Flexible learning approaches that are

not classroom centered appeal to these
potential learners. It opens up new possi-
bilities which cannot be ignored. Deciding
if it is right for you is a big step. Do so with
all the facts.

Some information quoted from the
American Council on Education’s "Guiding
Principles for Distance Learning in a Learn-
ing Society"

DISTANCE
continued from page 9

Starting a distance-learning course can be daunt-
ing, especially since in many cases students haven’t
done any formal education for many years.
With this in mind, we’ve put together some useful
tips to help you get the most out of your studies,
keep motivated and on track with your course and
achieve the qualification you need.

Get to know  your course
materials…
Your course materials and textbooks are designed
to give you the basic knowledge and information
you need to get through the course, so make sure
you’re familiar with them. If your textbooks are still
in their wrappers, it’s time to get reading…

…but don’t stick to them 
exclusively
Reading around your chosen subject will give you a
greater breadth and depth of knowledge, so extra
reading and research can really help your studies.
Your tutor will be able to suggest good resources,
and will be able to offer you extra advice based on
their own experience as well.

Set aside time to study
Organization is key to succeeding in distance learn-
ing, especially if you’re juggling work and family
commitments as well. Setting aside regular, short
bursts of time to spend on your studies is much bet-
ter than trying to cram in huge amounts of work as

deadlines loom. Dis-
tance learning gives
you the flexibility to
study at a time that
suits you, so make use
of it – early in the
morning before work or
late at night after the
kids are asleep can be
great times to devote to

your course work.

Create a study space
As well as setting aside time to study, it can be help-
ful to have a quiet space set aside to help you con-
centrate on your work. If you can’t convert a spare
room or a quiet corner into a mini office, it might be
more helpful to escape to a local library to help get
yourself in the mood for studying.

Set regular goals
Breaking down your ultimate goal into small, man-
ageable steps is the best way to make regular
progress whilst feeling like you’re actually achieving
something. Your tutor will help you set a timetable
which breaks down the course elements, but it can
help to break these down even further when it all
starts to feel like too much.

Cater for your learning style
If you don’t already know it, now is an excellent
time to find your learning style and use it to your
advantage. Try to convert the topic or subject you’re
studying into a format that helps you to learn best,
whether that’s reading, listening, looking or doing.
Speak to your tutor for advice on this, as they may
be able to point you towards some useful resources.

Boast!
Telling your family, friends, colleagues or even your

10 • August 2014 ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––metrovoicenews.com n facebook.com/metrovoicenews ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––Metro Voice 

�� Each class is 4 weeks�� Meeting one night a week�� Low Tuition 
� Classes taught on-site by experienced ministry staff

“Establishing biblical foundations for life and ministry”
This institution is not recognized by the Board of Regents of the State of Missouri but is Religious and Theological in na-
ture; therefore, no liberal arts or sciences are required. This institution does not guarantee job placement in any form.

**Accreditation through Accrediting Commission International**

COVENANT BIBLE COLLEGE
& SEMINARY

Cornerstone Church of Blue Springs Campus
301 SE AA Highway, Blue Springs, MO 816-228-1979

10 Tips for Distance Learning Success

See LEARNING page 21
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Clay Center, Kansas – Almost weekly,
news stories appear promoting gay
rights.  Additionally, federal judges have
struck down traditional marriages laws
in at least 10 states, plus President
Obama has issued various executive or-
ders furthering the equality of gays.  As a
result, all this has made the gay issue a
topic for public discussion.  It is not just
a religious, political or social issue any-
more.  It is regularly in the news and im-
pacting most Americans on some level. 
The issue is dividing America, pitting

citizen against citizen.  My hope is that
passionate supporters of gay rights could

listen to their opponents without anger
and that passionate supporters of Judeo-
Christian values could listen to their op-
ponents in the same way.
When I step back and frame the de-

bate in my mind, I see how gays want to
be acknowledged, respected and treated
like everyone else.  To achieve that, they
feel it is necessary to push for legislative
action, policy changes in business and
public awareness-type initiatives.  On the
other side, evangelical Christians have a
traditional belief in marriage that goes
back thousands of years and that homo-
sexuality is a sin against God.  Conse-
quently, they feel a deep conviction to
stand for godly morals and against advo-
cacy of the homosexual lifestyle.
Common sense tells me there is going

to be much more action taken on these
issues, creating more and more division.
Here is a tough question – how can gays
and Christians peacefully co-exist?  The
question itself is divisive, because some
gays believe a person can practice homo-
sexuality and be a Christian, while most

evangelicals do not.  Thus my point: liv-
ing peacefully will be a challenge, but I
believe it is possible.  Attitude is the de-
termining factor.
Jesus’ example and words show how it

is possible.  He said, “Love your enemies,
and do good . . .  expecting nothing in re-
turn, and your reward will be great”
(Luke 6:35).  Love does not mean ap-
proval or agreement with your oppo-
nents.  Rather, it speaks of showing
kindness and compassion in the face of
differences.  Jesus was strongly opposed
(and eventually crucified) for His teach-

ings and miracles.  Yet with an attitude of
grace, He spoke the truth and did good
for His opposition.
This type of an attitude does not come

naturally.  Our normal response is to dig
in and shun or lash out.  It requires the
Spirit of Jesus to create the same type of
a heart that He had.  We need His help.
Let us call upon Him that He will change
us.  May Jesus be our hope for today and
bring peace in the face of division.

Clint Decker is President and Evangelist
with Great Awakenings, Inc. Contact him
at cdecker@greatawakenings.org.

Often, when a sports team is losing and
the game is almost over, fans will start to

head for the exits. Sometimes they want to
beat the traffic home, but often, they're just
disgusted with the way the game is going
and can't watch any more. It's interesting
to note the human movement: when the
team seems sure to lose, the people move
away, literally leaving the arena. If a miracle
happens, and the team looks like it might
win, they come streaming back.
This is what we do. We are desperate to

associate with winners and terrified that
we'll be associated with
losers. This is true in
high-school cafeterias,
high powered board
rooms, NBA are-
nas and even in
church pews. We
want winners
around us, and we
shield ourselves

(always politely, of course!) from losers.
Jesus moves the other way.
Our Savior would be found coming

into the arena as the clock was ticking to
zero on the home team's failure. Jesus
showed over and over again that his life's
work was to associate with losers. The
most common insult sent Christ's way was
"He has gone to be the guest of a sinner"

(e.g. Luke 19:7). St. Paul knew the
power of Christ's habit: "You see, at
just the right time, when we were still
powerless, Christ died for the un-
godly. Very rarely will anyone die for a

righteous person, though
for a good person
someone might
possibly dare to die.
But God demon-
strates his own love
for us in this: While
we were still sinners,
Christ died for us"

(Romans 5:6-8).
In common parlance: Jesus came for

losers. People hardly ever give their all for
anyone, but for a real winner, someone
might give up something. God, though,
shows his love in one special way: while we
were losers, he sent his son for us. While
we were at our worst, God gave us his best.
Jesus went repeatedly to the down-and-

out, the leper, the demon-possessed, the
sick, and even the dead. The movement of
Jesus' life, death, and resurrection is toward
overwhelmed losers like you and me…
radically different than what we expect,
and radically better than what we deserve.

––William Graham Tullian Tchividjian
(pronounced cha-vi-jin) is the Senior Pastor
of Coral Ridge Presbyterian Church in Ft.
Lauderdale, Florida. A Florida native, Tul-
lian is also the grandson of Billy and Ruth
Graham, a visiting professor of theology at
Reformed Theological Seminary, and a con-
tributing editor to Leadership Journal.

TULLIAN 
TCHIVIDJIAN 
Senior Pastor at the
Coral Ridge 
Presbyterian Church, 
Ft. Lauderdale, Florida

viewpoint

CLINT 
DECKER 
President and
Evangelist with
Great
Awakenings, Inc.

hopefortoday

GAYS AND EVANGELICALS

JESUS IS FOR LOSERS

His message
confounded the 
establishment,
much like today

You've seen the ads, luring you to a web-
site if you support Col. Allen West or an-
other conservative running for office.
They're flashy and loud and all over the In-
ternet. But where is the money going?
The Center for Public Integrity, which

has been investigating the spending habits

of 300 super PACs and hybrid PACs, con-
cluded, "Many of these committees oper-
ated as piggy banks for golf expenses and
steak house soirees or vehicles for filling
the bank accounts of consulting firms and
super PAC executives."
Some of the candidates are annoyed at

having their persona used to raise money,
The PACs are creating a perception that
the candidate is part of the fund-raising ef-
fort, when in reality, the candidate has
nothing to do with it and in fact is prohib-
ited by law from coordinating with inde-
pendent PACs.
Dan Backer is the treasurer of about 40

political hybrid PACs that have popped up
recently. According to The Washington
Post, he is an attorney who came up with

the concept of hybrid PACs and was the
lead attorney responsible for getting them
legalized. His PACs, which include the Stop
Hillary PAC, have raised millions of dollars
where a hefty amount of the money raised
is going to consultants. During the initial
part of the 2014 election cycle, the PAC
raised $250,500. Of that amount, $151,413
went to consultants.
Meanwhile, its contributions to candi-

dates have been measly. According to The
Washington Post, the PAC has only given
$25 each to five federal candidates.
Several Tea Party PACs have also paid

out lavish amounts to consultants - in-
cluding to family members and Tea Party
leaders. The Tea Party Leadership Fund,

RACHEL 
ALEXANDER 
Attorney and editor 
for the website
intellectualconserva-
tive.com

mythought

Follow the money: Political organizations making money off candidates

See RACHEL ALEXANDER  page 19
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We’ve all had relationships with
people in our lives that have turned
out to be what we call “high mainte-
nance,” right? You’re probably wincing
now at the very thought of what it
takes out of you to keep such com-
pany.
Well, let’s consider a few lessons

from a well-oiled machine that will
keep us from becoming one of those
high maintenance individuals. I’ll use
our office copier/printer as an exam-
ple.
When we provide the appropriate

level of care and service for this piece
of equipment, we don’t expect to en-
counter paper jams. To apply that
same thought to the workplace, when
we have appropriate communication
and know the expectations, we
shouldn’t be causing jams in the lives
of others.
If I keep sufficient toner in the ma-

chine, the print is nice and crisp. Sim-
ilarly, if I have clarity about the
expected outcome of a relationship or
project, I can relate to the individual or
work with the team to produce a result
that is consistent with the expectation.
If the copier is not plugged in, there

is no power to make copies. Likewise,
if I am not personally plugged in or
engaged, I will not be effective.
The machine must be connected to

the network to get input from other
sources. In similar fashion, I must
communicate with various stake-
holders in order to pull the relevant in-
formation together for my project and
see the big picture.
To function smoothly and enhance

the interactions with co-workers, fam-
ily and friends, let’s do our preventa-
tive maintenance. Oil your gears with
good communication and human re-
lations skills and watch things flow!
“Do everything readily and cheer-

fully—no bickering, no second-guess-
ing allowed! Go out into the world
uncorrupted, a breath of fresh air in
this squalid and polluted society. Pro-
vide people with a glimpse of good liv-
ing and of the living God.
Philippians 2:14-15a (The Message)

LINDA
FIELDS
Director of The
Joseph Company

faithworks!

Are you well-oiled or 
high-maintenance?

Dear Dave,
Where can I find mutual funds with a
12 percent rate of return?

Jason
Dear Jason,
There aren’t a lot of them, but they

are out there. Currently, there are about
8,000 different mutual funds floating
around. You have to get online and do
some serious research, or talk with an
investing professional with the heart of
a teacher, but I own several mutual
funds that have an average annual re-
turn in excess of 12 percent over the life-

time of the fund.
Now, do they make that every single

year? Of course not. The figure I’m talk-
ing about is an average. I own one in
particular that has done that for about
70 years. But the stock market in general
has averaged just under 12 percent a
year since its inception. So yes, with solid
research and due diligence on the part
of the investor, it is possible to get that
as an average annual rate of return!
—Dave

DAVE  
RAMSEY
Financial author,
radio host, television
personality

davesays

YES, YOU CAN GET AN AVERAGE OF 12% RETURN

Auto Collision
Repair Experts!
Accidents • Deer Damage • Hail Damage • Theft

Written Lifetime Guarantee

913-764-8555
www.BFbodyworks.com

• Insurance Claim Assistance
• Clean & Professional Facilities
• Watch Repairs On-Line
• 24-Hour Towing
Open: Mon-Fri 8-5 • Sat 8-12
BF Bodyworks Inc.
311 N. Lindenwood

Olathe, Kan.
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CONCERTS
CHARLES DAVID SMART.August 1, 7:30 pm-9:30 pm. 7126
W 80th St., Overland Park, KS.  Homer’s Music.  913-381-6022
SHOAL CREEK REVIVAL. August 3, 6:30 pm. First Baptist
Raytown in Worship Center, 10500 East 350 Highway, Ray-
town, MO  64138.  Free.  Don Cable.  816-353-1994.
THE DIXIE MELODY BOYS. August 7, 7pm.  First Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ), 2151 S Jefferson St., Kearney, MO
64060.  816-628-6653.
MERCY ME. August 9.  Six Flags St. Louis, 4900 Six Flags St.
Louis Railroad, Eureka, MO.  sixflags.com
AN EVENING WITH MERCY ME. August 14, 7:30 pm.  Mis-
souri State Fair, Sedalia, MO. $20-$25. 1-800-796-6776.
CARMAN NO PLAN B TOUR 2014. August 16, 7:00 pm.
New Life Assembly of God, 801 Southwest 1st Street, Oak
Grove, MO  64075.  816-690-3514.
BACK TO SCHOOL BASH 2014.August 16, 7:00 pm. Pisgah
Baptist Church, 1.5 miles east of Excelsior Springs on Highway
10. $3 per person at the door.  Light up the Darkness, Over-
thrown the Pharaoh, Sweet Ascent.  816-630-5121.
TRAILS WEST FESTIVAL.August 17, 11:00 am.  Civic Center
Park in St. Joseph, MO.  $8 in advance $10 at the gate.  Big
Daddy Weave.  816-233-0231
DOWN EAST BOYS. August 23, 7pm.  First Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ), 2151 S Jefferson St., Kearney, MO 64060.
816-628-6653.
HILLSONG WORSHIP. August 25, 7:00 pm.  Independence
Event Center, 19100 East Valley View Parkway, Independence,
MO  64055.  816-442-6105. 

SOUTHERN GOSPEL
(CALL FOR GROUPS)
ALPHA OMEGA CHRISTIAN MUSIC ASSOCIATION
MONTHLY MEETING, PRAYER, DEVOTION, POTLUCK
AND JAM. First Friday, 7pm.  10035 E. Westport Rd., Indep.,
MO 64052.  
MO-KAN GOSPEL MUSIC ASSOCIATION POTLUCK AND
JAM.  Fourth Friday (except for Nov. & Dec. when we meet
on the 3rd Fri.).  Northland Christian Church, 6120 NE 48th
St., KCMO.   913-432-0359.
PENTECOSTAL TABERNACLE CHURCH. Second Saturday,
6pm.  341 S. 72nd St., Kansas City, KS 66111.  Praise and Wor-
ship songs of Zion.  913-334-1009.
CGMA NW MO CHAPTER MEETING, GOSPEL MUSIC AND
POTLUCK. Second Saturday, Faith Assembly of God Church,
South 13 Hwy, Polo, MO.  Travel North on I-35 North, go North
of Liberty to the Polo/Lathrop Exit.  Turn right onto116 Hwy.
Go 12 miles to 13 Hwy. Turn left and go ¼ mile.
pegcla@msn.com.
MOMENT OF TRUTH BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH. Third Sat-
urday in January, May, Sept. & Nov., 7pm.  310 Randolph Rd,
Claycomo, MO.  Gospel music sing.  816-452-4426.
RADIANT LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD. Last Sunday, 6:30 p.m.

Hwy. 33, Kearney, MO.  Open mike.  Gospel sing.  
GOSPEL JAMBOREE. Second Thursday, 7 p.m.  Life Christian
Center, 1650 E Langsford Road, Lee’s Summit, MO.  816-878-
4694.   
PARADISE BAPTIST CHURCH. Second Sunday, 6 p.m.  Pot
luck dinner at 5 p.m.  Paradise Missouri.  816-591-1020.

CLASSES, SEMINARS, 
CONFERENCES
MUSIC BOOT CAMP. August 1-12:30 pm-5:30 pm, August 2-
10: am-4:00 pm, August 3, 6:00 pm.  First Baptist Church,
2205 Iron St., North Kansas City, MO.  $10 for 1 child, $15 for

2, & $20 for 3 or more children.  For children who have com-
pleted Kindergarten through 5th grade.  During this 3-day ex-
perience, children will participate in learning fun songs and
motions, activities that relate to music, snacks, recreation and
rehearsals in preparation for our musical.  Cost will include
t-shirts, snacks, pizza party Sunday evening and a copy of the
music to keep! Register online at http://tinyurl.com/Music-
BootCamp.  816-842-1175.
SINGLE LIFE INTENSE WORKSHOP. July 30-August 2.  Cor-
nerstone Church, 301 SE AA Hwy, Blue Springs, MO  64014.
$125/person, after July 25, $140.  Career, family, friends, en-
gagement – this 39-hour workshop will take you into a whole
‘nother level to experience LIFE TO THE FULLEST!  Register
at www.cornerstonelife.org/events.  816-228-1979.
AVOID PROBATE.  August 5, 7:00 pm.  Lewis Living Trust
Center, 700 NE Langsford, Lee’s Summit, MO  64063.  816-
524-3200.
NEW HOMESCHOOL ORIENTATION. August 5, 6:30 pm.
North Kansas City Library, 2251 Howell Street, North Kansas
City, MO  64116.  An informational meeting for new home-

schoolers, homeschoolers new to the area, and those con-
sidering homeschooling.  info@cphecorp.org.
EXODUS CRY ABOLITION SUMMIT. August 6-8.  Main ses-
sions-Forerunner Christian Fellowship, 12444 Grandview Rd.,
Grandview, MO  64030.  Breakout session-IHOP, 12905 US 71,
Grandview, MO  64030.  This conference will provide you with
the training and tools to combat sex trafficking in our modern
society.  Speakers include: Benjamin Nolot, Don Brewster and
more.  Worship leaders will include Misty Edwards, Jason
Upton, and John Mark McMillan.  816-527-8316.
REGISTRATION FOR FALL 2014. Through August 7.  Carver
Baptist Bible College, Institute & Theological Seminary, 7203
Paseo Blvd., Kansas City, MO  64132.  carverbiblecollegekc.org
816-333-1577.
BRIDGING THE GENERATIONS. August 7-9.  Ramada Inn,
Topeka, KS.  www.topekastorm.org.
KOKEB GEDAMU. August 8, 7:30 pm. & August 9, 10:00 am.
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Or HaOlam, 7029 W 74th St., Overland Park, KS.  The founder
of the House of Israel International Ministries (hoisrael.org),
which is fully dedicated to helping the leftover Messianic Jews
in Ethiopia (Feres Murrah) and the Ethiopian Jews struggling
in Israel.  orhaolam.com, 913-383-8448.

MPE’S HOW TO HOMESCHOOL WORKSHOP. August 9,
9:30 am to 12:30 pm.  Antioch Public Library, corner of Anti-
och Road and Shawnee Mission Parkway, KS. Sponsored by
Midwest Parent Educators.  913-599-0311
POSITIVE AGAING EXPO. August 14, 9:00 am-3:00 pm.

Jewish Community Campus, 5801 W. 115th St., Overland Park,
KS.  This free expo is geared to exposing the community to
all the programs, services, activities and resources for posi-
tive, purposeful aging and keeping one’s self happy.  Annarose
Ingrra-Milch, an expert on positive aging, will be the keynote
speaker. Free lunch provided. Dawn Herbert at JFS 913-327-
8239 or Monica Burgin at Catholic Charities 816-659-8259.
FELLOWSHIP OF CHRISTIAN MAGICIANS TRAINING
CONFERENCE. August 15, 5:00 pm-8:00 pm  & August 16,
9:00 am-5:00 pm.  First Baptist Church of Shawnee, 11400
Johnson Drive, Shawnee, KS.  Free.  Pre-registration is re-
quired, free magic show on Saturday at 7:00 pm, love offer-
ing.  913-236-8808 or luckybev@sbcglobal.net.  
THE HIDDEN PRINCESS WOMEN’S CONFERENCE. August
16, 9:00 am-5:00 pm.  Rockwood Baptist Church, 10035 West-
port Rd., Independence, MO  64052.  Free.  Uplifting, moti-
vating, inspiring!  Future author, speaker, radio personality
and TV host, “Rhonda Rhea” and others.  816-560-8787.
DANCE, THEATER, MUSIC, & ART. Fall classes begin August
18.  Culture House, 14808 W 117th St., Olathe, KS  66062.  Ages
4 through adult.  913-393-3141.
HER CHOICE TO HEAL. August 21, 6:30 pm-8:30 pm.  Lo-
cation in Kansas. Jema Edlund at jedlund@infg.org 816-847-
291.
WOMEN OF FAITH 2014 TOUR. August 22 to August 23.
Sprint Center, 1407 Grand Boulevard, Kansas City, MO  64106.
Speaker and Worship leaders: Christine Caine, Patsy Clair-
mont, Natalie Grant, Lisa Harper, Anita Renfroe, Lysa
TerKeurst, Sheila Walsh, Matthew West, Gateway Worship,
and more.  womenoffaith.com.
HEART OF AMERICA CHRISTIAN ACADEMY. August 26.
Classes begin for the School Year 2014-2015.  Grades Pre-
school thru 12th Grade.  Heart of America Ministries, 7600
Blue Ridge Blvd., Kansas City, MO  64138.  816-356-6380.
HEART OF AMERICA BIBLE COLLEGE & THEOLOGICAL
SEMINARY. August 29, enrollment closes.  September 9,
classes begin.  Heart of America Ministries, 7600 Blue Ridge
Blvd., Kansas City, MO  64138.  816-356-6380.
AVOID PROBATE. August 21, 7:00 pm.  Lewis Living Trust
Center, 700 NE Langsford, Lee’s Summit, MO  64063.  816-
524-3200.
EVAN LEVINE. August 23, 10:00 am.  Or HaOlam, 7029 W
74th St., Overland Park, KS.  Director of HaTikva Project (hatik-
vaproject.org), which exists to serve the needs of the poor,

oppressed and needy Jewish believers in Israel.
orhaolam.com, 913-383-8448.
RECONCILIATION WEEKEND. Early bird deadline Septem-
ber 5.  Registration deadline  September 19.  Event is October
31 to November 2.  Efindale Mansion  in Springfield, MO.  Jema
Edlund at jedlund@infg.org 816-847-291.
GOOD NEWS CLUB TEAM ORIENTATION TRAINING. Sep-
tember 6, 9:00 am-4:00 pm (8:30 am  registration begins).
Nall Avenue Baptist Church, 6701 Nall Avenue, Prairie Village,
KS.  $6, pay at the door.
JOURNEY TO FINANCIAL PEACE. September 7 (9-week
Video Course), 2:00 pm-3:30 pm Sunday’s.  Pisgah Baptist
Church, 1.5 miles east of Excelsior Springs on Highway 10.
$95 per person or per married couple.  816-630-5121.
WHY MARRIAGE? Sept. 13, 6:30 p.m.  The View Community
Center, 13500 Byars Road, Grandview, MO.  A biblical look at
a holy institution and why it must be honored.  Spon. by Black
Americans for Life.  www.ba4l.org 816-206-2729.  
BETH MOORE’S LIVING PROOF LIVE SIMULCAST. Sep-
tember 13.  Sign up to view the simulcast in the comfort of
your own home or attend at a church, various local churches
hosting event.  1-800-254-2022.

THE MESSIANIC JEWISH ROOTS INSTITUTE. September
22 & 23, fall semester.  Times & locations at www.jewish-
rootsinstitute.org.   Nine 11 week courses offered on the con-
nection between Christianity/New Testament and its original
sources in the scripture.  Contact forfeldman@aol.com.
GOOD NEWS CLUB TEAM ORIENTATION TRAINING. Sep-
tember 27, 9:00 am-4:00 pm (8:30 am registration begins).
Blue Ridge Bible Church, 8524 Blue Ridge Blvd., Kansas City,
MO.  $6, pay at the door.
SEND NORTH AMERICA EXPERINCE TOUR, KANSAS
CITY. October 7, 7:00 pm-9:00 pm.  Midwestern Baptist The-
ological Seminary, 5001 North Oak Trafficway, Kansas City,
MO  64118.  Free event, RSVP required.  Workshop check-in
at 12:30 pm  Workshop from 1:00 pm-5:00 pm.  Pre-event
workshops are free, RSVP is required.  Speakers: David Platt,
Brett Younker & Band, Aaron Coe, and Harris III.  The tour
carries the God-sized vision for pushing back lostness in North
America and awakens and empowers you to know that your
life on mission matters.  The tour is traveling to multiple cities
in 2014-2015; all leading to the Send North America Confer-
ence in Nashville on August 3-4, 2015.  
DESIGNED FOR LIFE WOMEN’S CONFERENCE. October
9-11.  JQH Arena, 685 S John Q Hammons Pkwy, Springfield,
MO.  417-581-5433.
GOOD NEWS CLUB TEAM ORIENTATION TRAINING. Oc-
tober 11, 9:00 am-4:00 pm ( 8:30 am  registration begins).
First Baptist of Harrisonville, 504 W. Wall Street, Harrisonville,
MO.  $6, pay at the door.  
REGIONAL WOMEN ON THE FRONTLINES 2014. October
16-18.  Christ Triumphant Church, 401 NE Chipman Rd., Lee’s
Summit, MO  64063.  Featuring Patricia Kin, Stacey Campbell,
Pastors Alan & Carol Koch, and Julie Meyer.  816-524-6120
14TH ANNUAL FIBROMYALGIA CONFERENCE & RE-
TREAT. November 14 & 15.  Elms Hotel & Spa, Excelsior
Springs, MO.  New healing strategies for pain, fatigue, mem-
ory, sleep, and other fibromyalgia symptoms.  www.fibro-
coalition.org  913-384-4673.
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5 ACRE CAR SHOW & CONCERT AT CORNERSTONE WESLEYAN CHURCH, 6609 N. BRIGHTON
AVE., KCMO. FAMILY-FRIENDLY, WITH FOOD, DRINKS, MUSIC, PETTING ZOO AND MORE!
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SPECIAL CHURCH EVENTS
INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATION.PASTOR'S 20TH AN-
NIVERSARY House of Refuge Family Worship Center.  For
Elder Classie Brown-Hill. The entire month of August at
10:00am. Climax on Sunday August 17@3:30pm.
GOD’S NOT DEAD. August 1.  Timothy Lutheran Ministries,
301 SW Wyatt Rd. Blue Springs, MO  64014.  www.Timothy-
Lutheran.com, 816-228-5300.
GOSPEL SKATE NIGHT. August 3, 6:00 pm-8:00 pm.  Skate
City Shawnee, 9800 W. 62nd Terrace, Merriam, KS 66203.
Admission $6 and skate rental $2.  913-788-7788.
CHRISTIAN SKATE NIGHT. August 5, 6:00 pm-8:00 pm, 1st
Tuesday every month.  Skate City Shawnee, 9800 W. 62nd
Terrace, Merriam, KS 66203.  Admission $5.25 skate rental
$2.  913-788-7788
MISSOURI and KANSAS ELECTIONS. August 5. Primary
Election
EXPLORE MARANATHA. August 5, 6:00 pm-7:30 pm.
Maranatha Christian Academy, 6826 Lackman Road & 15000
W. 63rd St, Shawnee, KS.  For any parent interested in looking
at the school for their preschool through 12th grade student.
913-631-0637.
ANNUAL COMMUNITY BACK TO SCHOOL RALLY. August
8, 6:00 pm-10:00 pm.  Victory Temple Christian Life Center,
3301 E. 12th St., Kansas City, MO.  816-241-4434.
FAMILY MOVIE & MUNCHIES NIGHT. August 8, 8:30 pm.
Independence First United Methodist Church Home of Mana
mei Lagi Islander Fellowship Church, 400 W Maple Ave, In-
dependence, MO.  What’s better then brining a blanket, grab-
bing some munchies and watching a FREE movie on a blow
up screen with the family???  Concessions will be available.  
IF NOT FOR GRACE VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY INFOR-
MATIONAL MEETING. August 9, 9:00 am-10:15 am.  Deer-
brook Covenant Church, 200 Tudor Road, Lee’s Summit, MO
64086.  Jama Edlund, jedlund@infg.org, 816-847-2911.
BACK TO SCHOOL BASH 2014.August 16, 7:00 pm. Pisgah
Baptist Church, 1.5 miles east of Excelsior Springs on Highway
10. $3 per person at the door.  Light up the Darkness, Over-
thrown the Pharaoh, Sweet Ascent.  816-630-5121.
5 ACRE CONCERT & CAR SHOW. August 31, 12:00 pm-4:00
pm.  Cornerstone Wesleyan Church, 6609 N Brighton Ave.,
Kansas City, MO  64119.  Family-friendly atmosphere offering
free food, free drinks, free music, and a wonderful time!  Kids
enjoy a petting zoo, balloon art, face painting, and inflatables!
Classic, Muscle, and Antique cars too!  913-961-8289.
2014 RACHEL HOUSE GOLF TOURNAMENT. September
8, 11:00 am-1:00 pm.  Staley Farms Golf Club.  rachelhouse-

friends.org.   
ANNUAL KANSAS CITY PRO-LIFE DINNER. September 12,
7:00 pm.  Kansas City Marriott, Downtown-Muehlebach
Tower, 200 W. 12th Street, Kansas City, MO.  Keynote Speaker
Sen. Rick Santorum. Sponsored by Vitae Foundation.  1-800-
393-5791.
ANNUAL KID’S CARNIVAL. September 20, 12:00 pm-4:00
pm.  Abundant Life, 414 SW Persels, Lee’s Summit, MO  64081.
816-554-8181.
12TH ANNUAL GOLF SCRAMBLE, TEE UP FORE! A GOOD
CAUSE. September 25.  The Golf Club of Creekmor, 1112 E.
163rd St., Raymore, MO  64083.  Sponsored by Teaching God’s
Infinite Wisdom, Character That Counts, People Matter Min-
istries, and Dedicated Life Coaching.  816-331-2621.
RIDERS FOR RIDERS. September 27.  Registration starts at
9:30 am at Blue Springs Harley Davidson.  Registration is
$25/rider and $15/passenger.  Pre-register at
www.Jakesclub.org for only $20.  Lunch wil be served at the
end of the ride.  www.cycledisciples.org 
MISSOURI RIGHT TO LIFE-WESTERN REGION ANNUAL
BANQUET. October 2, 6:00 pm.  Hilton Garden Inn, 19677 E.
Jackson Dr., Independence, MO.  Keynote Speaker Sheryl
Crosier.  mrlwesternregion.org, 816-353-4113, mrl-wr@att.net.

FINE ARTS
CHITTY CHITTY BANG BANG. Through August 3.  The Co-
terie Theatre, 2450 Grand Blvd., Suite 144, Kansas City, MO
64108.  816-474-6552.
BENTON IN BLACK AND WHITE. Through February 15,
2015.  Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art, 4525 Oak St., Kansas
City, MO  64111.  Thomas Hart Benton’s 125th birthday!  See a

selection of lithographs in Gallery 214 and visit your favorite
Benton painting from the permanent collection.  816-751-1321.
SOUTH PACIFIC. August 7-August 24, Thursdays 7:00 pm,
Fridays 8:00 pm, Saturdays 2:00 pm & 8:00 pm, and Sundays
2:00 pm.  Crown Center, 2405 Grand Blvd., Kansas City, MO.
816-545-6000.
SALUTING THOSE WHO SERVED: MUSIC FROM A TIME
OF WAR. August 17, 4:00 pm.  Helzberg Hall, Kauffman Cen-
ter for Performing Arts, 1601 Broadway, Kansas City, MO.  816-
994-7222.
ALL ABOUT EASTER PARADE. August 23, 8:45 pm.
Shawnee Mission Park, 7710 Renner Road, Merriam, KS.  A
fabulous Disney Double Feature.  913-826-3012
“PUPPETS: CAN YOU DIG IT?” August 23, 11:00 am & 2:00
pm.  Puppetry Art Institute, 11025 E. Winner Rd., Independ-
ence, MO  64052.  $5 per person and includes seeing museum.
816-833-9777.

FAMILY OUTINGS
JACOMO CHORALE. The Jacomo Chorale will begin its fall
season on Thursday, Aug 21st with rehearsals starting at 7PM.
Practices are held at Nativity of Mary Church, 10017 East 36th
Terrace, Independence, MO 64052.  The Jacomo Chorale is a
not for profit (501c3) community chorus, actively recruiting
new members.  The Chorale presents 3-4 concerts per year
with additional special presentations.  Musical styles vary
from classical to popular music. Additional information is
available from Nancy at njwhite1973@gmail.com or by phone
at (816) 355-0114.
THE DISCOVERY OF KING TUT. Through Sept. 7.  Union Sta-
tion, 300 W. Pershing, KCMO.  The exhibit will feature a total
of 1,000 breathtaking reproductions that were scientifically
and expertly hand-crafted over five years by leading Egyptian
artisans.  816-460-6TUT.
ZOO’S BACK TO SCHOOL DAY. August 2, 10:00 am to 3:00
pm.  Kansas City Zoo, 6800 Zoo Drive, Kansas City, MO  64132.
Area bands will entertain you as you  prepare for a return to
school.  Celebrate your last days of Summer break with us at
the Zoo!  816-595-1234
CLOWN SHOW. August 2, 12:00 pm to 1:00 pm.  Crown Cen-
ter Shops, 2405 Grand Blvd., Kansas City, MO.  Free.  816-274-
8444.

CALL US ABOUT OUR NEWEST SHIPMENTS!  816-795-7212
18921 E. Valley View Pkwy (Near COSTCO) Independence, MO

Open: Monday thru Saturday, 10am to 6pm!
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ART FOR ALL! FAMILY DAY EVENT. August 2, 12:00 pm to
3:00 pm.  Kemper Museum of Contemporary Art, 4420 War-
wick Blvd., Kansas City, MO  64111.  Docent tour, hands-on art
making, take-home activities, and collaborative experiences
will be offered throughout the afternoon in conjunction with
Accessible Arts of Kansas City.  816-753-5784.
THE ELDERS (OPENER JARED JOHNSON). August 3, 5:30
pm.  Coleman Hawkins Park, St. Joseph, MO.  Free.  Tasty,
value-price food is available starting at 5:30 pm, so come
early and bring lawn chairs and blankets.  Sponsored by
Imagine Eleven.  
BACK-TO-SCHOOL-NIGHT. August 10, 6:00 pm.  Coleman
Hawkins Park, St. Joseph, MO.  Back to School Night trio of
bands geared for school aged people – Break the Fall, To
Speak in Whispers, and E7.  Sponsored by Imagine Eleven.
TEACHER APPRECIATION WEEKEND. August 16, 10:00
am to 5:00 pm & August 17, 12:00 pm to 5:00 pm.  Union Sta-
tion, 30 West Pershing Road, Kansas City, MO 64108.  Get a
sneak peak at what’s new in the science center.  Explore tons
of hands on activities and exhibits, gather information about
out\r unique Discovery Areas, preview a Planetarium show
and meet with our Science City educators. 816-460-2020.
KANSAS CITY IRISH FEST. August 29 through August 31,
Friday 5:00 pm to 11:00 pm; Saturday & Sunday 11:00 am to
11:00 pm.  Crown Center, 2405 Grand Blvd., Kansas City, MO
The festival will feature more than two dozen locally and na-
tionally known bands, playing traditional music and Celtic
rock.  816-531-7555 or 816-274-8444.
SANTA-CALI-GON. August 29, 12:00 pm- 11:00 pm; August
30, 10:00 am-11:00 pm; August 31, 10:00 am-11:00 pm; Sep-
tember 1, 10:00 am-5:00 pm.  Historic Independence Square,
Independence, MO.  All activities (excluding carnival) are free.
www.santacaligon.com
ART WESTPORT 2014. September 5-7.  Friday: 5:00 pm-
9:00 pm.  Saturday: 10:00 pm-9:00 pm.  Sunday: 11:00 am-
5:00 pm.  Original art, unique jewelry, fine crafts and much
more.
THE DISCOVERY OF KING TUT. Through Sept. 7.  Union Sta-
tion, 300 W. Pershing, KCMO.  The exhibit will feature a total
of 1,000 breathtaking reproductions that were scientifically

and expertly hand-crafted over five years by leading Egyptian
artisans.  816-460-6TUT.
STATE OF DECEPTION, THE POWER OF NAZI PRPA-
GANDA.  Through Oct. 25.  National Archives at Kansas City,
400 West Pershing Rd., KCMO.  Produced by The Unite States
Holocaust Memorial Museum.  913-327-8190.

MONTHLY MEETINGS
BUILDING BETTER MOMS. The United Methodist Church
of the Resurrection, 13720 Roe Ave., Leawood, KS.  For local
mothers of children in early childhood, elementary school,
middle school, high school, and for single moms, with both
day and evening meeting times available at the Leawood
campus.  www.cor.org  913-897-0120.
WEEKLY - CHRISTIAN BUSINESS MEN’S COMMITTEE.
Meets weekly in various parts of the city. Call Jim Mathis, 913-
269-6709, for time and location. 
WEEKLY – FAITH BASED 12-STEP PROGRAM OF RECOV-
ERY FROM COMPULSIVE OVEREATNG. Call Overeater’s
Anonymous 913-383-5933 or visit www.kansascityoa.org for
more information and to access the schedule of various meet-
ings in the metro area.  
MONTHLY - MISSOURI RIGHT TO LIFE CHAPTERS 816-
353-4113; KANSANS FOR LIFE CHAPTERS 913-268-8486.
SUNDAYS - DIVORCECARE AND DIVORCECARE4KIDS.6-
7:30 P.M.    Help for those going through or having gone
through divorce.  Timothy Lutheran Church, 425 NW RD Mize
Road, Blue Springs, MO.  816-228-5300.  
1ST SUNDAY.  GOSPEL SKATE NIGHT. 6:00 pm-8:00 pm.
Skate City Shawnee, 9800 W. 62nd Terrace, Merriam, KS.
2ND  & 4TH SUN. – METRO CITIZEN’S COALITION. 2:30
pm. Trails West Library, 11401 E. 23rd, Independence, MO.
Free. Open to public. Rear parking & entrance. 816-781-6394.
MON. - JOB TERMINATION SUPPORT GROUP. 7PM.
Christ’s Church, 5500 W, 91st St., (91st & Nall), OPKS.  If you’ve
been laid off or terminated and are looking for peer support
please join us.  We pray for each other and are doing readings
from “Battlefield of the Mind”.  913-648-2271.
1ST MON. – CHRISTIAN BUSINESS CONNECTIONS NET-

WORK. 9am.  Country Club Café, 21911 W. 66th St., Shawnee,
KS 66226.  913-441-2444.
2ND & 4TH   MON. - MOPS. 9:30 a.m. MOPS. First Baptist
Raytown, 10500 E 350 Highway, Raytown, MO  Support
groups for mothers of preschool-aged children.  Offers cre-
ative activities, social events & learning opportunities.  816-
353-1994.  
2ND & 4TH MON. - JOB LOSS SUPPORT. 9-10am.  Holy
Cross Lutheran Church, 7851 W. 119th St., OPKS.  913-381-1285.
TUES. – FEAR NOT SUPPORT GROUP. 7pm.  New Summit
Presbyterian Church, 1800 NE Independence Ave., Lee’s Sum-
mit, MO.  Support group for anxiety and depression.  
TUES. – CELEBRATE RECOVERY.7pm.  Holy Cross Lutheran
Church, 7851 W. 119th St., OPKS.  Christ centered 12-step pro-
gram for anyone with addictions, compulsions, dysfunctional
behaviors and other needs.  913-449-7265.
TUES. - HURT, HABIT OR HANG-UP. 7pm.  Holy Cross
Lutheran Church, 7851 W. 119th St., OPKS.  913-449-7265.
TUES. - CHRISTIAN MUSIC NIGHT. 7 - 9 pm.  Skate World,
I-35 & Shawnee Mission Parkway, Mission, KS.  913-262-0711.  
1ST TUES. - CREATION SCIENCE ASSN. FOR MID-AMER-
ICA. 7 p.m., Westbrooke Church, 9777 Antioch, OPKS.  Nursery
available for fee.  “Creation Safari’s”. www.csama.org for
more info. Res. req. 816-618-3610. 
1ST TUESDAY - CHRISTIAN SKATE NIGHT. 6:00 pm-8:00
pm.  Skate City Shawnee, 9800 W. 62nd Terrace, Merriam,
KS  66203.  913-788-7788.  
1ST & 3RD TUESDAY. - GRIEFSHARE. 7-8:30pm.  Timothy
Lutheran Ministries, 425 NW RD Mize Rd., Blue Springs, MO.
816-228-5300.
1ST & 3RD TUESDAY.  MOPS & MOMS NEXT. 10am.
Roanoke Baptist Church, 3950 Wyoming St., KCMO.  Call or
email Bo Price for info. pastor@roanokebaptist.org or 816-
561-4932.
2ND TUES. - CHRISTIAN BUSINESS CONNECTIONS NET-
WORK. 1:30pm.  East Side Baptist Church, 19901 E. 78 Hwy,
Indep., MO 64057.  816-796-0955.
2ND TUESDAY, MOPS.6:30 p.m. Emmanuel Baptist Church,
10100 Metcalf Ave., OPKS.  913-649-0900.
2ND & 4TH TUESDAY, “WINGS OF HOPE.” Blue Springs
Christian Church, 7920 S. 7 Hwy, Blue Springs, MO.  A Christian
based ministry to provide support for families grieving loss
through miscarriage or infant death, because every life mat-
ters.  Email:  wingsofhope@bscc.org 816-210-4594.
2ND & 4TH TUESDAY, MOPS. 9 a.m. Emmanuel Baptist
Church, 10100 Metcalf Ave., OPKS.  913-649-0900
TUES. & THURS., LIFE PERKS COFFEE HOUSE. 7:30-
11:30AM. Inside First Baptist Church, 125 N. Armstrong, Pleas-
ant Hill, MO.  816-540-5872.
WEEKLY – LIVING FREE, CHRIST-CENTERED 12 STEP
PROGRAM. Every Wednesday, Room 6, 6:30-8:15.  Abundant
Life Baptist Church, 414 SW Persels, LS, MO.  816-554-8181.
WEDNESDAYS – GRIEFSHARE. 6:30pm.  Summit Woods
Baptist Church, 2501 SE Shenandoah Dr., Lee’s Summit, MO
64063.  A ministry that assists those who have suffered loss
through the death of a loved one.  816-525-8215.
WEDNESDAYS - BREAK TIME CLUB. 9:30am-2:30pm.
Timothy Lutheran Church, 425 NW R.D. Mize Rd., Blue Springs,
MO 64014.  Enriching environment for older adults with men-
tal and/or physical limitation.  $10 donation.  816-228-5300.
WEDNESDAYS - AL-ANON FAMILY GROUP. 11:30am-
12:30pm.  601 E. Oak St., Pleasant Hill, MO (please use North
basement entrance off Myrtle Street).  Are you troubled by
someone else’s drinking?
WEDNESDAYS - CELEBRATE RECOVERY. 6:30 p.m. At First
Baptist Raytown, 100500 E. 350 Hwy., Raytown, MO. Please
enter through the rock entrance. Meet in room B-116.  For info
call: 816-778-1156 or www.firstbaptistraytown.com 
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Sozo the Foundations is a confidential,
Christian prayer ministry
that will bring you into
heartfelt personal
knowledge of God. Sozo
Ministry brings acceler-
ated inner healing, deliv-
erance and generational
freedom as you experi-
ence the kindness of the
Lord. Sozo the Foundations is Christ-cen-
tered and safe for your heart.

THE ZOO’S BACK TO SCHOOL DAY! FROM 10:00 A.M. TO 3:0 P.M. AT THE KANSAS CITY ZOO.
FEATURING AREA BANDS. FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CALL 816-595-1234
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In April, Palestinian Authority Presi-
dent Mahmoud Abbas’ Fatah party and
Hamas signed a “reconciliation” agree-
ment that seeks to establish a unity gov-
ernment.  
“Hamas leader Musa Abu Marzouk

predicted that Palestinian Authority Pres-
ident Mahmoud Abbas would return to
the Gaza Strip after the formation of the
unity government,” the Jerusalem Post re-
ported.
The US Conference of Presidents was

among several groups that condemned
the alignment and urged "the United
States and other governments to be vigi-
lant in their judgment of and dealings
with the newly declared government.”

4. The U.S. is now violating its own laws by fund-
ing a known terrorist regime
In 2006, a law was established which

prohibits aid from the U.S. to flow to an
entity sharing power with the Palestinian
government, including Hamas or any
members of the terrorist group. Entitled
the Palestinian Anti-Terrorism Act, the law
also bans aid to any government, which
Hamas is provided “undue influence” over
political decisions.
Lawmakers from both parties believe

the Obama Administration is violating the
bill with its continued support of a known
terrorist regime.
In recent days Democratic and Repub-

lican lawmakers of the US House of Rep-
resentatives Middle East subcommittee
have demanded from the U.S. Secretary of
State John Kerry an explanation of why
the US would continue dealing with the
Palestinian Authority, knowing that the
Hamas terror organization has become
formally integrated into the government.
Several senior lawmakers contend the

U.S. government should suspend the an-
nual aid, which requires authorization by
Congress. 
"Funding for the Palestinians is off-the-

table until it is clear that the unity govern-
ment is committed to peace and security,"
said Republican US Representative Kay

Granger of Texas, chairwoman of the
House of Representatives State and For-
eign Operations subcommittee.
Laurie Cardoza-Moore, President of

Proclaiming Justice to The Nations
(PJTN) and Special Envoy to the United
Nations for the World Council of Inde-
pendent Christian Churches is urging
members of Congress to withhold fund-
ing to the new unity government of the
Palestinian Authority and the acknowl-
edged terrorist organization, Hamas.
“As in any battle, the supply lines are

critical for the defeat of any enemy,” said
Laurie Cardoza-Moore, president of Pro-
claiming Justice to the Nations. “They pro-

vide the weapons the jihadist's use against
Israel and the U.S. and other democratic
countries.
Unfortunately, it is the U.S. taxpayer,

along with the taxpayers of other Western
countries that are paying the salaries of the
jihadist's like Hamas and the Palestinian
Authority to continue to wage this war
against our Jewish brethren, Christians,
and other people of conscience who will
not bow to Islam.”

5. Blessing or Curses
In Genesis 12:3, the text implies God’s

desire to bless Israel and the multitudes
that have come through Abraham. "I will
bless those who bless you and him who
curses you, I will curse." -Genesis 12:3
This scripture serves as a stern warning

to those who preach a “Replacement The-
ology” which teaches that the church is the
substitute for Israel along with the many
promises made to Israel in the Bible are
fulfilled in the Christian church and not
through Israel.
On any given day, Israeli’s live with

some 200,000 rockets and missiles aimed
in their direction. For extremists the in-
tentions of those rockets aren’t simply to
destroy a nation, but to primarily annihi-
late an entire population because of their
faith. 
While some cry “death to the Jews,”

many pro-Israel advocates maintain that
if not for Israel very little peace would exist
in the Middle East. 
“As a democratic, Western-aligned

country and the Middle East’s preeminent
military power, Israel has done much over
the decades to keep the region from being
worse than it is,” P. David Hornik writes in
PJMedia.com. “Israel has used its might—
sometimes openly, sometimes dis-
creetly—not only to safeguard its own
interests but also those of the West and the
more moderate Arab states.”

–Russ Jones is co-founder of Christian
News Service. He holds degrees from the
University of Missouri-Columbia and a
masters degree from St. Paul School of The-
ology. 
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Screams, sirens and explosions are the sounds of a new routine for the three
generations of the Malca family in their bomb shelter in Israel's rocket-bat-
tered city of Ashkelon.



search of the truth. And suddenly, a once-
normal life is targeted by a team of ex-mil-
itary operatives who wage a relentless
campaign to eliminate the incriminating
evidence. As evangelist-turned-fugitive,
Luther vows to expose anyone involved
with or profiting from the girl’s murder; a
mission that brings him face-to-face with
the coming storm of persecution that will
threaten the entire Christian community
in America.
  This movie states in a powerful way

that one person can make a difference.
The film opens with the words of Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King Jr.: “A man who won’t die
for something is not fit to live.” In this
story a world-renowned evangelist, John
Luther (James Remar), is under pressure
from Senator Donald Harrison (Bruce
Davison) to join with a new faith move-
ment which places all religions together as
equal under one umbrella. Luther, a strong

Three years after My Name is Not
Kanye: The Mixtape, Christian rapper
Undergrad is back with a new sound and
penetrating lyrics unmatched by any
other project he’s released to date.
  Rubik’s Kube: The Blue Album is the

first in a series of six albums to be
recorded by Undergrad.
  “Each album will be created with one

producer and will give meaning to one of
the colors of a Rubik’s Cube,” Undergrad

said.
The Blue Album symbolizes hope and

loyalty with each song based around this
theme. The first single called “Unknown”
mirrors this idea by aiming to offer Christ
as the only real source of hope in a de-
spaired world.
“I chose this song as the first single be-

I chose this song as the
first single because its

message sets the tone for
the rest of the album
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MOVIES, BOOKS, MUSIC & MORE!

August Blizzard of the Month!

Chips Ahoy!
A Chocolate and Cookie Mash-up!

1900 SW 7 Hwy in Blue Springs
(1/2 miles south of 40 Hwy)  228-1711

14420 E. 40 Hwy
(Noland Rd. in Independence) 478-8060

Dairy Queen

Family
Owned &
Operated!

11904 Shawnee Mission Parkway, Shawnee, KS  
Ph. 913-962-5151.  Come see us! 

PERSECUTED 
STARS: James Remar, Dean Stockwell,
Bruce Davidson, Fred Thompson,
Gretchen Carlson, Brad Stine, Natalie
Grant
RATED:  PG-13
DIRECTOR:Daniel Lusko

film411

ABUSE OF POWER, PERSECUTION AND COURAGE

Christian performers all over the
Kansas City area have long awaited
the day when audio engineer
Michael “Top Spin” Tosspon would
open his own recording studio.
Well, wait no longer – that day

has arrived.
Karen Clark Sheard and De-

Wayne Woods are just a couple of
the famous faces Top Spin has
worked with, but he is also pas-
sionate about Christian music
right here in Kansas City working
with local sensations like Steph
Nicole, A.M.P.E.D. Records and
Undergrad.
Top Spin grew up in a family

centered on Jesus. He began rap-
ping as a child and started creating
instrumental tracks for artists
(known as beats) when he was a
teenager. 
With an audio engineering de-

gree under his belt, Top Spin de-
cided to make a shift that better
incorporated his education by
recording singers and rappers. 
Ten years in the making, the

move paid off, booming into a
substantial business that brings
quality sound to any artist’s proj-
ect.
“When I graduated from school

I invested in a small, low-budget
studio in the basement of my

Sound studio
will serve
Christian

performers
moviereview

by Edwin L. Carpenter

Rubik’s Kube: The Blue Album

PHOTO COURTESY OF MATT NANCE See RUBIKS KUBE page 21

See MOVE page 21

Kharissa Forte | The Metro Voice

Kharissa Forte

See STUDIO page 21

Editor’s Note: You might have to look
hard to find Persecuted in theaters. The film,
which premiered in the top 10 in mid July,
was soon the subject of controversy after it
was learned that the Google search engine
purposely hid the movie’s listing from the
public anxious to find where it was playing.
After weeks of wrangling, Google bent  to
pressure and stopped censoring the movie’s
promotion on the web. At press time, it was
still showing at several theaters across the
area.

Nationally acclaimed evangelist John
Luther is the last obstacle in the way of
sweeping religious reform in the States.
When a U.S. senator and Luther’s own
supporters abduct and frame him in the
murder of an innocent teenage girl, an un-
precedented era of persecution is un-
leashed. Out on personal recognizance,
Luther escapes police surveillance in



where Backer is also a treasurer, paid eight
consulting firms a quarter of a million dol-
lars.
Some of the money raised by these

groups is going to fundraising and direct
mail - which is at least better than into the
pockets of consultants. But if the money
raised is just going into more fundraising,
at some point the candidates will run out
of time for assistance.
These 300 super PACs emerged after

2010, when the U.S. Supreme Court ruled
in Citizens United that corporations and
unions could spend unlimited funds on
independent expenditures (not the same
as giving directly to a candidate).
  This problem is not exclusive to the

right; there are plenty of PACs on the left
with questionable expenses. The most out-
rageous one so far might be Americans for
Responsible Solutions, a gun control PAC
that spent $6,900 at a lavish hotel in
France. Their unbelievable justification
posted on Facebook: "American citizens
living abroad care deeply about reducing
gun violence and are eager to support ef-
forts aimed at having more responsible
gun laws."
Dale Emmons, president of the Ameri-

can Association of Political Consultants,
gets to the root of the problem, "People
who are raising the money are paying
themselves with these funds. I don't think
that's appropriate," he said. His organiza-
tion is studying the impact of super PACs.
Paul S. Ryan, of the non-partisan Cam-

paign Legal Center, warns people, "My

standard sound-bite advice is 'donor be-
ware,' when giving to any political action
committee."
There is an easy solution, according to

Congressman David Schweikert (R-Ariz).
Copy what charities do. An independent
umbrella organization similar to Charity
Navigator or Charity Checker should be
set up to rate and review the Super PACs
and hybrid PACs. If there is a millionaire
out there looking for a philanthropic proj-
ect to take on, now is the time to jump in
first and become the expert here. Until
then, voters are probably better off donat-
ing directly to candidates.

Rachel Alexander is the editor for intel-
lectualconservative.com and an attorney.

Consummate storyteller Dean Koontz
does it again with a hauntingly beautiful
story of a young boy growing up in the 60s
and the strange and dangerous city he
loves. The city in question is (of course)
New York City, a place where dreams—
and occasionally nightmares—come true.
But it’s more than that . . . though to say
more further would risk a spoiler.
Told from the perspective of his older

self, Jonah is just eight when the story be-
gins, a skinny kid who longs to become “a
piano man” like his beloved grandfather.
His mom is an accomplished musician
herself, a singer. His dad isn’t accom-
plished at much of anything but causing
trouble, especially for Jonah and his mom.
But The City is more than a book about
music and people who make it; it’s a book
that reads like music. Every phrase is per-
fectly pitched and set in a rhythm that will
keep you reading long past your bedtime.
There’s a lot more to this story than a

boy and his piano. Dark forces are at work
in this mystical tale. Over the next three
years young Jonah will find himself on the
wrong side of some very bad people.
Warned in dreams—in an almost biblical
way—Jonah tries his best to keep himself
and those he loves safe. But he is just a kid,

so his choices are not always the wisest.
Helping Jonah make sense of the evil
around him is his neighbor, Mr. Yoshioka.
Come to find out, the little black kid and
the little Japanese man are kindred spirits.
Set against a backdrop of race riots and
bombings, the gentle beauty of their
growing friendship is one of the highlights
of the book.
  Koontz weaves his tale with a master’s

touch, dropping hints here and starting
stories there, only to break off and promise
to finish them later. This could have been
irritating, but here it serves to heighten the
suspense and add to the feeling of im-
pending doom. The City is a story of love

and loss, triumph and tragedy. It’s a story
about music and art and the power of
friendship. It will keep you on the edge of
your seat as the tension builds, forces col-
lide, and the plot crescendos to a dramatic
resolution. There’s a reason Dean Koontz
has so many #1 New York Times best-
sellers to his credit—and why The City has
already made the list. He is just that good.
  With some situations and characters

that defy rational explanation, parts of the
story may make some sensitive readers a
bit uncomfortable. I prefer to think of the
few other-worldly elements as more along
the lines of “angels unaware” than any-
thing more ominous. Besides, Jonah’s
friend Malcolm has a point when he says,
“The dark makes the light stuff brighter.”
The City may be a dangerous place, but it
leaves the reader with a sense of hope. As
the mysterious Miss Pearl assures our
young hero, “No matter what happens,
disaster piled on calamity, no matter what,
everything will be OK in the long run.”
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DEAN KOONTZ DOES IT AGAIN IN ‘THE CITY’

RACHEL ALEXANDER
continued from page 11
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Thousand Foot Krutch 
Thousand Foot Krutch has an-

nounced their newest album, OXY-
GEN:INHALE, will be released
independently August 26. 
Following their successful campaign

for their previous album on Kickstarter,
TFK are again asking their legions of
fans to help them raise funds, this time
through PledgeMusic, to help pay for
radio, retail, tour, video and media pro-

motions.
PledgeMusic will also allow fans to

pre-buy the album, with incentives, in-
cluding audio and video downloads and
special incentives for all PledgeMusic
backers after reaching target levels. The
band is asking for one dollar per fan to
help support the program.
“Why one dollar? Because we are

going to do this anyway...for you guys,”
McNevan said in a recent interview,
“The difference is that we need your
help to take the marketing and promo-

tion to a whole new level.”
Co-produced by long-time friend

Aaron Sprinkle (Pedro the Lion, Anber-
lin, The Almost), and released on TFK
Music, marketing, sales and distribution
will be done through Fuel Music.
Pledges are being accepted at

www.pledgemusic.com/projects/tfk. 

Archers Rise
Achers Rise recently announced the

release of their newest record, Jupiter
Bound, on Save the City Records. Cele-
brating their album release party in their
hometown of Corvallis, Oregon at the
Benton County Fairgrounds, the album
is already featured on iTunes “New and
Noteworthy,” and their first single, “Sway
With Me,” has found its way onto Ra-
dioU’s “Top Ten Most Wanted List.”
Fans can purchase a special edition CD,

only available at Archers Rise perform-
ances and Save the City Records online
store as well as download the album on
numerous music sites.
Produced by Jeff Schneewies and en-

gineered by Stephen Pettyjohn, the
album is being described as ‘anthemic,’
with obvious influences by such acts as
Coldplay and Switchfoot. 
“The listeners are the most important

part of Archers Rise,” said
Drummer/singer Jeremiah Wilson.
For more information on Archers

Rise as well as tour dates and destina-
tions, visit http://www.archersrise.com.

Busy tour schedule in KC
  The singer/songwriter/actor, multi-

award winning Carmen will be coming
to Oak Grove, Missouri, on his NO
PLAN B TOUR August 16 at New Life
Assembly of God Church. Recognized
for his variety-show-like concerts, as
well as holding the record for the largest
Christian concert ever performed, Car-
men will be taking Oak Grove by storm
at New Life Assembly of God church.
Visit www.Carman.org for more infor-
mation on Carmen’s tour dates and to
purchase tickets.
MercyMe will also be coming in con-

cert, performing An Evening With Mer-
cyMe at the Missouri State Fair. The
multi-award winning band will be per-
forming on the Pepsi Grandstand, Au-
gust 14.

Finally, Ernie Haase & Signature
Sound will also visit the Kansas City area
with their classic brand of Gospel music.
Performing at Countryside Christian
Church in Wichita on September 16
and Graceway in Kansas City on Sep-
t emb e r
20, Sig-
n a t u r e
S o u n d
will be
continu-
ing their
“ O h ,
What A
Saviour
To u r ”.
Recently,
t h e
s i n g e r s
landed #1
on the Southern Gospel Album chart,
#15 on the CCM chart and #181 on the
Billboard Top 200 chart. Visit trinity-
communications.org for more informa-
tion and to purchase tickets.

BEACON BIBLE 
& BOOK STORE

517 Main Street • Belton, MO  •  816-331-8974
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9 to 6 • Sat. 9-5 • See our Facebook Page!

2015 CALENDARS 
ARE HERE!

Bible Covers and more
20% off any item with ad.

one item with coupon

D.C. 
JEANES 
Metro Voice 
music critic

musicscene

NEW LABELS, NEW JOURNEYS FOR MANY

Ernie Haase & Signature Sound



house,” Top Spin said. “A year into this,
my name started circulating the city as
the go to guy for rappers.”
  Before long, Top Spin was con-

tacted by a major studio in the city.
After one interview, he was hired on the
spot.  
  “Working at a major studio taught

me a lot about the business and also
sharpened my skills as an engineer,”
Top Spin said. 
  Overwhelmed by the constant

drugs, sex and rock-n-roll music at
work, Top Spin decided to give his
home business a try once more. Late
last month, TopSpin Productions
opened for business in the Overland
Park area.
  Not one to pigeon-hole himself

into one genre of music, Top Spin has
worked with over 250 artists from mul-
tiple genres, including secular, utilizing
it as a tool to give the gospel.
  “I can’t say I only work with Chris-

tians,” he said. “I work with artists who
respect my faith in Christ and – by
doing so – come in the studio to work.
The majority of the artists that work
with me, though, are Christian.”
  TopSpin Productions offers multi-

track recording, mixing, production,
and mastering. 
  “We even do birthday parties for

little kids who want to just come in for
a few hours and record on a mic to
their favorite karaoke tunes,” he said.
  With an impressive system and re-

markable equipment, TopSpin Produc-
tions is the place for artists who are
looking for A+ sound.
  “We record using Protools in our

facility,” Top Spin said. “I also have an
array of mics that help make the proj-
ects sound amazing. My favorite is my
Neumann U87 condenser mic.” 
  For studio recording, prices range

from $40 an hour for less than 10 hours
to $35 per hour for 10 or more hours.
  Need to get in the studio? E-mail to

TopSpinProductions@yahoo.com or
call 913-488-7317.

cause its message sets the tone for the rest
of the album” he said.
The song features spoken word artist A.

Ward who delivers a powerful poem near
the end of the song.
In addition to A. Ward, local artists P-

Air, Jus. B, Dub Jr., and Reach are featured
on the album as is Brent Rice who wrote
and performs the bonus track, “The Blue
Poem.”

“Dude is a humble artist,” Jus. B said of
Undergrad, “I respect his passion for au-
thentic hip hop. You’ve gotta get this
album.”
Anatome serves as the producer for The

Blue Album, generating musical arrange-
ments that pay homage to the Kansas City
jazz era. By fusing these sounds with that
of original hip hop, the project becomes
an innovative masterpiece that’s sure to go
down as a classic.
The Blue Album released on Tuesday,

July 8 and is available on iTunes, Spotify,

Amazon, Google Play, and at
Undergrad.Bandcamp.com. 
Fitting to the album’s historic premise,

the Negro Leagues Baseball Museum
hosted the release party which was held on
Undergrad’s birthday a week after the
album came out. Fans packed out the
house for the event. 
Christian rappers A. Ward, Erica Danea

and Sauce Remix kicked off the party
while guests enjoyed a delicious meal pre-
pared by the catering services of Quita’s
Café. 

Through the night, guests had the op-
portunity to win several drawings which
included two tickets to Faith and Family
Day at the K, a $50 Gates gift card and
$100 cash. 
“This is how release parties should be

done,” Sauce Remix commented. 
  So far, The Blue Album has received

rave reviews.
Raevan Bourne of Sommerville, Ala-

bama simply said, “I’m loving it!”
In St. Louis, Steve Cole stated, “I’m def-

initely feeling this album.”

Another fan – Ashley Cheffen of Kansas
City, KS – said, “I love the flow of this CD.
It’s by far my favorite album.”
Next on the itinerary, shooting a music

video for the single and beginning work
on Rubik’s Kube: The Red Album, sched-
uled to release Summer 2015.
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RUBIKS KUBE
continued from page 18

i moreinformation
For more information, visit 

Facebook.com/UndergradMusic.

Christian and powerful influence, re-
fuses to compromise his Christian be-
liefs and won’t go along with the plan.
Harrison decides Luther must be
framed and the corrupt senator works
it out so that Luther appears to have
committed the murder of a young
woman.
On the run, Luther is not sure what

to do as his story of possible murder
makes the news. He goes to his father,
a Catholic priest, who tells him he
must either face being caught or prove
his innocence. Luther decides to do the
latter and hatches a plan to prove that
he’s been framed. This film contains a
very strong redemptive message. How-
ever, it does feature some strong vio-
lent scenes as well, including a few
characters being struck in the head
with bullets and some shedding of
blood. Therefore we are awarding our
Dove “Faith Based” Seal with a Cau-
tion for Violence to this movie. “Per-
secuted” is nicely acted and features a
compelling story that shows what one
man with faith can accomplish.

MOVIE
continued from page 18

STUDIO
continued from page 18

Area artists will find state-of-the-art equipment available for their
production needs.

boss about your studies is a great way to stay moti-
vated on your course and get some much-needed en-
couragement and praise as you achieve your goals.
Enlisting others to help give you a push can be a good
way to ensure you study at the times you’ve set aside,
and the watchful eye of your boss might help stave off
any thoughts of slacking off!

Keep in touch
Keeping in regular contact with your teacher is essen-
tial to staying motivated on your course – if you
haven’t spoken to them in months, it can be daunting
to show up out of the blue with a question. Even if you
don’t feel like you need any help, keeping in touch can
be a good way to stay up to date, pick up extra tips
and advice or just make sure that you’re still on the
right track.

Find other students
Getting in touch with other students on the same
course as you can be a great way to swap ideas and
make friends, and can make your course a lot more
enjoyable. Forums, social networks and college work-
shop days can all be great ways to meet up with other
people studying the same course as you.

Treat yourself
All work and no play can make it difficult to succeed
on a distance learning course, so don’t be afraid to re-
ward yourself for your achievements. Treating your-
self for achieving goals will help to motivate you and
give you a sense of progress and achievement on your
course, so planning rewards for milestones such as
submitting work or completing units can be a useful
way to keep your spirits high as you study.

Using these easy principles will ensure you have a suc-
cessful experience and get the most out of the limited
time and budget you no doubt have.

LEARNING
continued from page 10



22 • August 2014 ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––metrovoicenews.com n facebook.com/metrovoicenews ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––Metro Voice 

MUSIC WORSHIP LEADER. 5 hours
($70) week. Wyandotte County Church.
More information:
larry.s.keller@gmail.com

NURSE/CASE MANAGER. The Women’s
Clinic of Kansas City (TWC) is seeking a
Nurse/Case Manager for immediate em-
ployment in the Independence Clinic.
Applicant must be ministry-minded, with
a sincere desire to reach out to women in
unplanned pregnancies. The position is
for 30 hours weekly. Hourly pay will be
based upon experience.  Qualifications:
The Nurse Manager must possess basic
organizational skills and the ability to
complete tasks independently with a
high degree of accuracy.  Must be able to
interact in a professional and Christ-hon-
oring manner with clients, volunteers
and staff. Must have a valid R.N. license
with a minimum of five years’ experi-
ence. Prior experience with limited ultra-

sound sonography a plus.  For more in-
formation call Sue Mahurin at 816-836-
9000.  Resumes may be submitted
to:ea@thewomensclinic.net.

EXPERIENCED TAX PREPARER.  Mid-
size Kansas City CPA firm has position
available for an experienced tax pre-
parer.  Knowledge of:  tax law, business &
individual tax, and non-profit tax.   Bene-
fits:  insurance/401K/vacation (per exist-
ing policies); and, flexible work schedule.
Email resume to
rebecca@emerickcpa.com.

WORSHIP/SONG LEADER needed 1st
Sun of the month for approx 15 min to
lead in old tyme hymns @John Knox Care
facility.  Please call David @ 816-510-3416
or Kim @ 816-358-0020.

PET FRIENDLY LAND NEEDED. Look-
ing for pet friendly land(acres or acreage

would be best) or real estate in rural or
unincorporated to rent (possibly buy) in
or near Clay County/ Liberty.  Possibili-
ties include a large RV lot or land with
utilities that could accommodate an RV
or toyhauler, an outbuilding with or with-
out apartment, a farm or a country
house with tile or wood floors, fenced
yard, garage and/or basement.  I am
looking for place to live that would ac-
commodate multiple dogs. I have been a
breeder and I would like to do more
training/urban mushing of AKC "snow
dogs".   It would be great to have a place
with a kennel, dog run, pen, fenced yard
or fenced area or where I could put one.
It would be fantastic to have running,
hiking or bike trails nearby to use for
training. Email  g.bradfield@mchsi.com
or call 573-445-3965.

DAYCARE. The Sheepfold Daycare pro-
vides summer childcare Monday – Friday

7am-7pm. Limited evening and weekend
slots. Call Dorie at 913-660-3191.
http://thesheepfolddaycare.weebly.com/

CHRISTIAN COUNSELING SERVICES.
7029 W. 74th St., O.P., KS. For families,
couples and individuals. For appoint-
ment call Dorie 913-660-3191.
http://scofielddorie.wix.com/counseling.

FOR SALE Beautiful 4-Bedroom Home
FSBO - $224,900 / 816-830-3782. 509
Fairway Road, Belton, MO, 4 br, 3.5
baths, Family Room with custom enter-
tainment center, kitchenette. www.for-
salebyowner.com

AVAILABLE FOR CHURCH CHILDCARE
FOR SPECIAL EVENTS OR BIBLE
STUDY. GENERAL CLEAING. References
available. Stay at home Mom. 816-322-
3345 or 816-769-8593. 

Place your classifed ad with the Metro Voice! Call today: 816.524.4522

awareness or ambition to better
their situation. We are dealing
with a low literacy rate and a high
crime rate.”
The best strategy they’ve found

is to build relationships with peo-
ple and then offer ministries de-
signed to strengthen
independence and improve self-
worth.
“One Sunday a month we are

offering free barbeques in the park
where we can get to know families,

learn about their lives and offer
prayer support and a church
home,” Jones said.
Then the church offers practical

opportunities to not only meet the
people’s immediate needs, but to
equip them long-term.
“We have a monthly ministry

called SkillShare where we feature
training on things like gardening,
couponing, changing brakes and
tires, and much more,” Jones said.
He said the challenge right now

is finding the resources to con-
tinue with the work they are
doing.

“In a church mission field like
this the resources simply aren’t
there,” he said. “We’ve had a
church partner with us in the past,
and we need that kind of support
again. You’re talking 300,000 to
400,000 people living in a 20-mile
radius of our church. The need is
there and I think if we could part-
ner with someone we would have
even more of an impact.”
But Jones knows he and The U

Church are exactly where God
wants them to be.
  “I will have perfect peace if I

am centered in Christ Jesus, and

regardless of what it looks like we
can keep going,” Jones said. “We
cannot trust our senses, but trust
the calling God has on our lives.
You have to be true to your call,
and, though you may never see re-
sults, deep within your heart you
are bearing fruit. And with that I
stand and keep pressing.”
  For information on how to

help or transform your commu-
nity call the church at 816-763-
1616.

–Kayla Rinker writes for the The
Pathway.

U CHURCH
continued from page 1

used for the kingdom of God.”
This year a new feature is a “hackathon”. It will bring people to-

gether to solve certain challenges using technology in the context of
prayer. A hackathon encourages creative people and strategists to
come together in an atmosphere of innovation that would not oth-
erwise occur. This hackathon has the added dimension of personal
and corporate prayer.
Fields says the event is perfect for coders, developers, program-

mers, designers, and others to participate and field teams in the
hackathon. Teams will also have the opportunity to consult with
mentors with backgrounds in engineering, design, business strategy,
operations, and law throughout the duration of the hackathon.
At the culmination of the event, each team will present how they

will use technology to advance the kingdom of God to the conference
attendees, and winners will be selected.
“Through technology, we have the ability to spread the Word of

God to many nations across the earth and glorify His name,” states
Fields.
The hackathon orientation session will take place on Thursday,

August 14, 9am–12pm. The theme, “Innovating with God,” will be
introduced during this session. The closing session and a time of
recognition of the teams’s ideas and strategies will be on Saturday,
August 16, at 6pm.
"Whatever stage your idea may be this event will help you take it

to the next level," says Fields, “We are honored to host an event bring-
ing together innovators and programmers in this exciting event."

INNOVATION
continued from page 2

i moreinformation
For more information call
(816) 763-0200 x 2173.

p.m. The group meets the sec-
ond Thursday evening of each
month. Meetings feature
what’s happening in the Chris-
tian writing field, devotional,
writing exercise to complete,
and a presentation by Chris-
tian author/speaker sharing up
to the minute information
helpful to beginning, freelance,
and career writers. The high-
light of the year for HACWN
is the Annual Fall Conference
that will be held November 6-
7, 2014. The conference, which
attracts writers, editors, agents,
and publishers from across the
United States, provides speak-
ers, workshops, bookstore, and
writers’ contests for both un-
published and published au-
thors. HACWN is directed by
Mark & Jeanette Littleton, both
prolific Christian writers and
editors. 
  Following are ten reasons

why HACWN may be the
group with which you will
most want to connect:
  10. You will have access to

industry insiders and their
knowledge. HACWmembers
gladly share their expertise.
  9.   You will develop your

own set of live resources. At-

tendance at meetings and con-
ference keeps you in touch
with writers from everywhere.
  8.   Available markets to sell

your writing are expanded. You
will learn what
newest markets request.
  7.   Sources become readily

accessible for sharpening your
skills.
  6.   Your knowledge of how

to create a ‘brand’ for yourself
becomes apparent.
  5.   You will have access to

breaking news in the fast
changing Christian market.
  4.   Trends of the Christian

publishing industry will be
continually updated.
  3.   Information for possi-

ble articles and books will be
yours for the listening.
  2.   You establish your own

network of contacts across
Kansas City and beyond.
  1. You have the wonderful

opportunity to serve by shar-
ing your own expertise.
For more information, visit

the Heart of America Christian
Writers Network website-
www.hacwn.org or email the
membership chair, Zeta
Davidson at
zetadavidson@earthlink.net.

WRITERS
continued from page 3
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Islamic State in Mosul, has painted the
letter “N” for Nazarene on the houses of
all the surviving Christians in the city.
ISIS has basically given an ultimatum to
all the Christians left: You can either flee
or convert to Islam, or we will kill you.”
Gorka points out that, over the last 20

years, America has stood up around the
world to save Muslims. “Whether it was
to save the Muslims in Bosnia or the Al-
banians, Kosovars, and Muslims in Ser-
bia, it is now time for a humanitarian
operation to save the remaining Chris-
tians in Iraq,” he said. “It is time for the
American people and our representa-
tives to do something for our co-reli-
gionists remaining in the Middle East.”
Marlow observed that the blatant re-

ligious cleansing is horrifying and asked
Gorka: “Why is it that the mainstream
press is not interested in the story?”
Gorka first responded by saying "Let's
face it, this is a Christian version of the
Holocaust and nothing less.” 
The Middle East expert went on to

explain that the mainstream media is in
full support of the White House narra-
tive “that the President single-handedly
killed Osama Bin Laden, and that Al
Qaeda is now on the ropes; therefore,
jihad must be shriveling up around the
world.” This myopic strategy of only tar-
geting Al Qaeda has provided great op-
portunities for other jihadists and has
given rise to ISIS.
“On top of that,” Gorka asserts that,

"the mainstream media are warped in
terms of their world view.” According to
Breitbart’s national security expert, the

media is “post-modernist, sophisticated,
and secularist. So when it comes to the
idea of religious persecution, they say,
‘Well who really cares because I don’t
believe in God. If you are not sophisti-
cated enough to be a post-modernist
secularist... tough on you!’”
Gorka didn't finish there with his

scathing indictment of the mainstream
media. He added that it is their racism
that will let this genocide of Christians
continue. “To the mainstream media,”
Gorka charged, “the dark skin person al-
ways has to be the victim. Either the
Hamas terrorist in Gaza, the Nicaraguan
gang bangers coming across the border
likened to juvenile political refugees...
the idea that the white skin Christian or
the Israelis as victims, that goes against
every narrative this media wishes to
pedal. They are necessarily so locked
into their own ideological vision of the
world.”
Gorka emphasized that, from his first

hand experiences in Africa, Christians
will always be blamed for starting any
upheaval.

HOLOCAUST
continued from page 1

A church, dating to the second century,
burns in Mosul as Islamists continued
the destruction of any evidence of a
Christian culture in the region.

Iraq’s Christian leaders have just made a
desperate cry for help. Patriarch Louis Raphael
I Sako, head of Iraq’s Catholic church, has is-
sued an appeal “to all who have a living con-
science in Iraq and all the world.”

In late July, Iraqi human rights activist Pas-
cale Warda came to Washington from Baghdad
to raise the alarm with the State Department
and members of Congress. She was accompa-
nied by Bishop Yousif Habash, who now resides
in Elizabeth, New Jersey, but who is originally
from Qaraqosh, a city 15 miles from Mosul
where the Christians still speak Aramaic, the
language spoken by Jesus.

Bishop Habash said, “Christians throughout
the Middle East have been targeted, and we
are on the verge of being exterminated. The
West stepped in to stop the ethnic cleansing of
Bosnian Muslims and Kosovar Muslims, so we
know it can be done. The West must step in
now and save the Middle East’s Christians, or
we will be wiped out.”

A portion of  the appeal follows:
An urgent message of Patriarch Louis

Raphael I Sako
Chaldean Catholic Patriarch of Baghdad
Mosul Christians: Whither? 
To all who have a living conscience in Iraq

and all the world
To the voice of moderate brother Muslims

who have a voice in Iraq and all the world
To all who have a concern that Iraq could

remain a country for all His Children
To all leaders of thought and opinion
To all who announce the freedom of the

human being 
To all protectors of the dignity of human be-

ings and of religion
PEACE AND MERCY FROM GOD!
The control exercised by the Islamist Ji-

hadists upon the city of Mosul, and their
proclamation of it as an Islamic State, after
several days of calm and expectant watching
of events, has now come to reflect negatively

upon the Christian pop-
ulation of the city and
its environs.

The initial sign was
in the kidnapping of the
two nuns and 3 orphans
who were released
after 17 days. At the
time, we experienced it

as a flash of hope and as a clearing of the sky
after the appearance of storm clouds.

Suddenly we have been surprised by the
more recent outcomes which are the procla-
mation of an Islamic state and the announce-
ment calling all Christians and clearly asking
them to convert to Islam or to pay the jizyah
(the tax all non- Muslims must pay while living
in the land of Islam) – without specifying the
exact amount. The only alternative is to aban-
don the city and their houses with only the
clothes they are wearing, taking nothing else.
Moreover, by Islamic law, upon their departure,
their houses are no longer their properties but
are instantly confiscated as property of the Is-
lamic state.

With all due respect to belief and dogmas,
there has been a fraternal life between Chris-
tians and Muslims. How much the Christians
have shared here in our East specifically from
the beginnings of Islam. They shared every
sweet and bitter circumstance of life; Christian
and Muslim blood has been mixed as it was
shed in the defense of their rights and lands.
Together they built a civilization, cities, and a
heritage. It is truly unjust now to treat Chris-

tians by rejecting them and throwing them
away, considering them as nothing.

It is clear that the result of all this discrim-
ination legally enforced will be the very dan-
gerous elimination of the possibility of
co-existence between majorities and minori-
ties. It will be very harmful to Muslims them-
selves both in the near and the distant future.

Should this direction continue to be pur-
sued, Iraq will come face to face with human,
civil, and historic catastrophe.

We call with all the force available to us; we
call to you fraternally, in a spirit of human
brotherhood; we call to you urgently; we call
to you impelled by risk and in spite of the risk.
We implore in particular our Iraqi brothers ask-
ing them to reconsider and reflect upon the
strategy they have adopted and demanding
that they must respect innocent and weapon-
less people of all nationalities, religions, and
sects.

The Holy Quran has ordered believers to re-
spect the innocent and has never called them
to seize the belongings, the possessions, the
properties of others by force. The Quran com-
mands refuge for the widow, the orphaned, the
poor, and the weaponless and respect "to the
seventh neighbor."

We call Christians in the region to act with
reason and prudence and to consider and to
plan everything in the best way possible. Let
them understand what is planned for this re-
gion, to practice solidarity in love, to examine
the realities together and so be able together
to find the paths to build trust in themselves
and in their neighbors. Let them stay close to
their own Church and surround it; endure the
time of trial and pray until the storm will be
over.

–– Louis Raphael Sako��� 
Patriarch of Babylon for the Chaldean

SAKO

n sidenote
A desperate cry
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