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Help Metro Voice Celebrate
Pastor Appreciation Month in

October! Details below, left

It’s never too early to plan the perfect retreat

Ministry leaders
see film’s potential

Does every individual have God-given
ability that most often goes untapped? A
new movie [see the Aug. Metro Voice]
puts that notion to the big screen and it’s
getting both national and local ministry
leaders to lend enthusiastic support.
Inspired by the real-life experiences of

successful entrepreneur/NASA scientist,
Harold L. Finch, Ed.D., the movie Unlim-
ited is set to premiere in Kansas City on
October 10, at Cinemark Palace at the
Plaza.
Through

the inspira-
tional mes-
sage and
stories of
life and
s u c c e s s ,
viewers will
embark on
a life-
chang ing
journey as
they dis-
cover the
secrets of reaching one’s greatest poten-
tial. 
“This movie is about the unlimited

potential that I believe everybody has —
and that almost everyone misses out on,”
said Harold Finch, who has spent much
of his life encouraging, mentoring and
training others.

With church and family budgets tight,
folks planning retreats, reunions and other
gatherings are looking for just the right
place––close to home, affordable and
memorable. 
Metro Voice has put together our Fall

Retreat Guide with tips on planning your
gathering as well as the stories behind the
retreat facilities we recommend. 
Inside you’ll find options near Kansas

City to just a morning’s drive away. All
offer top-notch facilities and unbeaten
hospitality. 

See RETREAT page 9

Big or small, these tips will help any size group find rest

by Dwight Widaman

BOLIVAR, Mo. — A chance statement four
years ago has led to a broken heart, a purpose
and a lifelong commitment to the Lakota people
for Kurt Caddy and now for Southwest Baptist
University (SBU) students.
The director of university ministries at SBU

in Bolivar, “always had sort of an affinity” for
Native Americans, he said. During one sum-
mer break while in college, he worked with
the Eskimo in Alaska, and he put himself
through seminary by creating Native American art.
One day about four years ago, he made a chance remark

to his staff about his earlier connections and wondered aloud
about life for Native Americans today. A staffer did an internet
search for the topic and found “The Arrogance of Ignorance:
Hidden Away, Out of Sight and Out of Mind” by Stephanie

Schwartz, about conditions on the Pine
Ridge Oglala Lakota (Sioux) Reservation in
South Dakota.
As he read the article, Caddy said, “I was

just stunned by the problems. I remember
when putting it down, I said, ‘Lord, I need to
be there.’”
Unable to get the Lakotas’ plight out of his

mind and heart, Caddy traveled to Pine Ridge
(one of seven Lakota reservations) about a year
later to see the conditions himself.
An avid photographer, he had taken his cam-

era along. “I had a burst of creativity that I hadn’t
had in a long time,” he said.
God used the beauty and the misery to trigger that creative

spurt. “The beauty and the pain were all close together. It is a

Advocacy photography
project brings Lakota
plight to believers

See PHOTOGRAPHY page 23

Area pastors echo
national response

by Dwight Widaman

See SUPPORT page 8

Vicki Brown | Special to MV

localnews
Capitol Briefing for Pastors
and Ministry Leaders

Pastors and ministry leaders (and all
believers) are invited to a briefing Sept.

12 from 9 a.m. to
4:30 p.m., at First
Southern Baptist
Church in Topeka.
Led by David Bar-
ton of Wallbuilders
and Neil Mammen,
author of 40 Days

Toward a More Godly Nation, answers
will be given to such questions as: What
is the Biblical role of government? What
is the Church’s role in government?
Whose job is it to take care of the poor
and oppressed? Cost is $30 and includes
lunch. For info: cultureshield.com or call
316-516-0777. (See pg 2)

Win your pastor a vacation!
October is National Pastor Apprecia-

tion Month. The Metro Voice will again
hold a contest and you are invited to
share with us a short letter explaining
why you have the world’s best pastor!
Keep it to 300 words or less (we know,
your pastor is so great you could write a
book!). Send your entry to us by Sept. 24
and we’ll publish them in our October
issue and announce the winning pastor.
You could win great concert tickets! Mail
your letter to Metro Voice, PO Box 1114,
Lee’s Summit, MO 64063 or email the
paper at Dwight@metrovoicenews.com. 

Hidden no 
more

Photos by Kurt Caddy

GET 50% OFF YOUR ADVERTISING! CALL 816-524-4522 OR EMAIL DWIGHT@METROVOICENWEWS.COM
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While some rebuilding continues in
Joplin from a tornado that devastated
the town two years ago, one housing
coalition is joining a trend in consid-
ering shifting its focus.
The Fuller Center for Housing

Joplin organization, which dedicated
its third home June 20, is “looking at
redirecting” its efforts, noted Bob
Barker, co-director of the Joplin cen-
ter.
“We’ve had fewer applications

[from those hit in May 2011] than
what we had early on…. Now we are
looking at trying to fill other needs,”
he said.
“The Fuller Center was birthed out

of the disaster…but it wasn’t formed
just to deal with the aftermath of dis-
aster. But now we’re here to stay.”
The Joplin group may expand two

Fuller programs — blighted neigh-
borhoods and the Greater Blessing
program.
Greater Blessing assists people with

a major repair need that will cost
$5,000 or less. Each person helped re-
ceives a “blessing box” of envelopes to
encourage him or her to pay back the
cost of the repair over as long a time-
period as needed.

“The payment is just reimburse-
ment for materials, and it would go
into a fund to help another family,”
Barker said.
Those assisted are asked to pay

what they can “because we want them
to be invested…to help them break
cycles,” he added.
The blighted neighborhood pro-

gram would assist the economically
disadvantaged, the elderly and people
with disabilities in a particular area.
Generally, the projects would cost
more than $5,000. Most would re-
quire a mortgage but at a lower rate.
The group plans to continue to

construct homes, likely one or two

new ones each year.
Joplin center leaders hope to

strengthen partnerships with congre-
gations with which to pair those they
assist. “We want to partner with local
churches…so that…every family we
work with…will have a connection…
in a way that Fuller can’t do,” Barker
said.
Opportunities are available for in-

dividuals and groups who want to
help with repair and building projects.
Visit fuller center.org/joplin-missouri
for more information.

–Vicki Brown writes for The Word &
Way

Future recipient of JAFCH's first home, John (center), helps shingle the new roof with volunteers. Home
recipients are required to perform a minimum of 350 hours of sweat equity.

by Vicki Brown

Joplin housing coalition considers shifting focus
KC joins national Back to Church effort on Sept. 15

Over 100 area churches are joining 20,000
nationwide for Back to Church Sunday on Sept.
15. Participating churches are preparing for the
day by encouraging members to make a special
effort to attend church and to invite someone
to attend with them. 

“Seven out of 10 un-churched people would visit a church if a friend invited them. What
are we waiting for?” said Lee Strobel, best-selling author of The Case for Christ 

Is your church participating? Visit backtochurch.com to find out.

National Guard teaching leadership
The National Guard has started teaching civilians how to be leaders.  The first lessons

are being given to athletic teams including more than 20 members of the University of Mis-
souri basketball team. Coach Frank Haith got the idea  after more than 50 Tiger football
team members went through the same course earlier. 

Officer Brian Hatcher says the same techniques used for soldiers can apply to sports
teams and other civilian groups. Hatcher says each participant will get guidance on how to
be a better leader, how to involve teammates, and how to involve teammates is seeking
success.  Each player will be put into a leadership position during the training, which will
include some military experiences. 

He says there is no clear description of what makes a good leader. But he says living by
the Seven Army Values will make people better leaders.  The values are expressed as LDR-
SHIP: L–loyalty, D–duty, R–respect, S–selfless service, H–honor, I–integrity, P–personal
courage.

The Guard hopes high school and college student-athletes from throughout Missouri will
be drawn to the program.  The program eventually could be offered to the broader public.

localnews
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Once an orphan, Vladimir “Ted” Fore-
man remembers what it was like to have
nothing to call his own.
  Having spent most of his childhood

being shifted from one orphanage to the
next since he was 3 years old, it was the
simple gift of a new washcloth packed into
a shoebox given to him through the min-
istry of Operation Christmas Child that
would change the course of Foreman’s life.
  Now in his 20s and living in the

United States, Foreman helps to share
OCC’s mission to inspire others to con-
tinue the ministry’s tradition of packing
shoeboxes filled with trinkets and hygiene
items to send to impoverished children all
over the world.
  Foreman will be in the Kansas City

area Sept. 19-23 to share his story.
  “I had to share everything with about

20 other kids that lived in a room with
me,” Foreman recalls. “We had to share
one towel between all of us. We rarely
brushed our teeth.”
  Then came what is now a special day

in his memory, Foreman remembers
coming back to the orphanage from a
doctor’s appointment. 
  “I remember walking into the or-

phanage and all of the kids had received a
shoebox, and there was one waiting for
me,” Foreman said.
  Foreman couldn’t believe he was

being given a gift of his own. He was grate-

ful because this gift brought him the great-
est gift of all; hope.
 “As I was looking through the gift, I

had an overwhelming feeling of hope,”
Foreman said. “The thought that some-
body cared enough to take their time to
pack this gift and give to me without even
knowing who I was, was such an act of
love.”
  A few years later, Foreman and his two

sisters were adopted by a Minnesota fam-
ily.
  When he began hearing about Jesus

from his new family, Foreman realized
there was a connection between the mo-
ment of hope he felt when he received a
shoebox gift and the eternal hope he was
hearing about through Christ.
  It was not long after the adoption,

Foreman accepted Jesus into his heart.

Since then, God’s purpose for Foreman
has not ceased or slowed down.
  Shortly after moving in with his new

family, Foreman realized his adoptive par-
ents had been dedicated OCC volunteers
since 1993.  The siblings explained to their
mom that they had received gifts from the
ministry while in Russia and became ec-
static when they learned they could send
their own shoeboxes to different corners
of the world.
  “It was exciting because this was a way

I could give back and for me to show love
to kids in as much pain as I was in,” Fore-
man said. “It’s such a powerful opportu-
nity for God to change their life.”
  The correlation between Foreman re-

ceiving a shoebox as a child, to packing his
own shoeboxes to send to children who
were in similar situations as he once en-
dured, was another life-changing mo-
ment.
  “A simple shoebox is an incredible life-

changer,” Foreman said. “If it weren’t for
that person who packed my shoebox, I
don’t know if I would be where I am now.”
  During his visit to Kansas City, Fore-

man will be serving as a keynote speaker
at two OCC Countdown Events on Sun-
day, Sept. 22. Foreman will be speaking in
Independence at Noland Road Baptist
Church at 2 p.m., and in Smithville at
Grace Community Church at 7:30 p.m.
  For more information about how to

get involved with OCC, visit www.samar-
itanspurse.org.
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From Russia with love

Bethany Bashioum | Special to MV

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD VOLUNTEERS PROVIDED
SHOEBOX OF HOPE AND A NEW LIFE

Vladimir “Ted” Foreman



Respected watchdog group Judicial
Watch recently obtained a Department of
Defense training manual that lists people
who believe in the coming “wrath of God”
(Tribulation) or in making the world a
“better place” as likely to be a member of
a “hate group.” The training goes on to say

that citizens who esteem “individual lib-
erties” and honor “states’ rights,” as poten-
tial “extremists” are also likely to be
members of “hate groups.” But it gets
worse. If you think you have  “special re-
lationship with God” or a believe your ef-
forts are looked “favorably upon by God”

you may be a terrorist.
Marked “for training purposes only,”

the documents, obtained in late August
through a Freedom of Information Act re-
quest submitted in April, include Power-
Point slides and lesson plans, among
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Believe in God’s judgment? You may be a terrorist
Air Force training expands definition of terrorist to include Founding Fathers and the belief in the Tribulation

(WNS)--On Tuesday, Aug. 20, Antoinette Tuff, a clerk at Ronald E. McNair Dis-
covery Learning Academy in Atlanta, persuaded 20-year-old Michael Hill not to
fire the 500 rounds of ammunition he brought into the school in his duffel bag.
Officials credit her with helping save 870 elementary students from what could
have been another school massacre. But she points to God as the hero.
Tuff met Hill when he entered the

building carrying an AK-47. “He had a
look on him that he was willing to kill,”
she said. 
“He said that he didn’t have any reason

to live.” Tuff managed to prevent Hill
from entering the main hallways and
called 9-1-1. She stalled him by striking
up conversation. 
According to the dispatch transcript,

she told Hill her life story, including how
she’s struggling through a painful divorce
after 33 years of marriage. She encour-
aged him not to despair: “All is going to
be well.”
Meanwhile, police escorted teachers

and students out of the building and onto
school buses that brought them to their
parents at a nearby Walmart. 
Hill shot into the floor and exchanged

gunfire with officers who surrounded the
building, but no one was injured. Tuff
eventually convinced him to surrender
his gun and ammunition. 
“We’re not gonna hate you, baby,” she

told him. “It’s a good thing that you’re
giving up.” She said she loved him and
promised to pray for him. “He’s laying on
the floor,” she told the police dispatcher. “He’s got everything out of his pockets.
There isn’t anything. Everything is sitting here on the counter … they can just come
in.”  
Hill is charged with aggravated assault on a police officer, terroristic threats,

and possession of a firearm by a convicted felon. 
The DeKalb County Public Defender’s office said in a statement that the Mental

Health Division was representing Hill, calling him “a young man with a long history
of mental health issues.”
DeKalb County Police Chief Cedric Alexander praised Tuff for her courage:

“She was a real ally. She just did a stellar job. She was cool, she was calm, very col-
lected … ”
The transcript recorded Tuff breaking into tears and prayers as the ordeal ended.

“I was terrified,” she said. 
“I give it all to God,” she told The Washington Post. “I’m not the hero.” 

School Clerk Credits God
With Preventing Shootout

“We’re not gonna hate
you, baby,” she told

him. “It’s a good thing
that you’re giving up.”
She said she loved him
and promised to pray for
him. “He’s laying on the
floor,” she told thepolice
dispatcher. “He’s got
everything out of his
pockets. There isn’t

anything. Everything is
sitting here on the

counter … they can just
come in.”  

A local nonprofit organization, Syria
Relief and Development (SRD), is re-
sponding to the chemical attacks in the
suburbs of Damascus, Syria, by coordinat-
ing with doctors in Lebanon to transport
medicine and medical supplies through
Syria into affected areas. 
Although the U.S. and Europe are con-

sidering military action against the Syrian
regime, it remains unclear if the attack was
yet another tactic used by terrorist ele-
ments in civil war to strengthen opposi-
tion to the Syrian government.
SRD is calling on local and interna-

tional communities, including govern-
mental, non-governmental and private
organizations, for their support. SRD has
teams available for mobilization in Turkey
and Jordan as well to provide relief to
those injured in the attacks and is asking
for support in quickly reaching those in
need.

The conflict in Syria, now in its third
year, has claimed over 100,000 lives and
displaced nearly a third of the Syrian pop-
ulation. Last month’s events represent the
most dramatic escalation of violence in a
single day since the conflict began.
SRD has been working inside Syria

since November 2011 providing aid for

those affected by poverty and displace-
ment. To learn more, visit SyriaReliefand-
Development.org.

Local group responds to Syrian crisis

i moreinformation
Muneeza Tahir: mtahir@Syri-
aReliefandDevelopment.org 

See AIR FORCE page 6
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STORE 
CLOSING!

OlatheONLY

Everything Must Go!
20% OFF

All Flooring 10% OFF & More!

Not Just a Flooring Store
CLOSEOUTS at Liquidated Prices!
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Santa Fe & I-35 (behind Perkins)

913-768-1886
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Specials
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‘God can do anything’ 
The nation’s largest gathering of Christian women, Women of

Faith, is brinking its two-day live event to Kansas City with an
expanded list of biblical Christian speakers, an emphasis on
deeper worship with the addition of Mercy Me and Third Day,
and a new focus on bringing scriptural depth to modern life ap-
plications. 
The 2013 tour theme, ‘Believe God Can Do Anything,’ was cre-

ated to inspire women to let go of the pain, planning and stress
by handing their lives over to the only One who can make any-
thing possible, God. 
Multiple studies show that women experience greater levels of

stress than men on average, including work, home life, major life
events, and social and economic concerns, which, if not managed,
can lead to post traumatic stress disorder, mental disorders, de-
pression and other health problems. 
“This year’s theme was created to refocus the minds of women,

reminding them that we are not in control, God is, and through
Him we can find peace, healing and restoration,” said Barry
Walsh, Vice President of Creative at Women of Faith. 
Each event runs a day and a half and includes a variety of

speakers.  such as Sheryl Brady, Christine Caine, Kari Jobe, Mer-
cyMe, Anita Renfroe, Lysa TerKeurst. Worship music will be led
by Gateway Worship, home church of Kari Jobe and well- known
worship songs such as “Revelation Song” and “Stay Amazed.” 
“Whether it is a broken family situation, breast cancer or ill-

ness, infertility, problems with children, loss of a spouse or child,
financial or marital difficulties, we want women to know that
God is the ultimate healer and by clinging to Him pure refresh-
ment will take root in their lives,” said Debbie Stuart, Church and
Leadership Development Director for Women of Faith. “What
we can offer at our events is hope and experiential renewal.” 

WOMEN OF FAITH OFFERS NEW LEVEL OF WORSHIP AND
BIBLICAL DEPTH THIS YEAR

The Women’s Clinic of Kansas City will hold a Run/Walk for Life 5K on Sept.
28. The starting line is on the corner of Maple and Liberty Streets in downtown In-
dependence. With hundreds of runners and walkers encouraged to dress as babies
and gathered beneath the clinic’s tent in the Pharaoh Theater parking lot, it will be
hard to miss. Registration begins at 6:45 a.m. at the race site or register early online
at www.thewomensclinic.net. The race begins at 8 a.m. 
By “Walking or Running for Life” you

will be joining The Women’s Clinic of
Kansas City in an effort to impact the com-
munity. The Women’s Clinic is a 501(c) 3
nonprofit ministry providing free medical,
educational, and support services to young
women facing unplanned pregnancies.
Services include: free pregnancy tests and
ultrasounds, life skills training, parenting
classes and free material needs for babies.

Taste of Compassion helps babies
Mother's Refuge will hold the Taste of Compassion, Saturday, Nov. 2, 5 to 8 p.m.  at the

Truman Memorial Building in Independence.  The fundraising event will help provide funds
to furnish their rebuilt home after it suffered a devastating fire in 2012.   Mother’s Refuge
has provided a home for homeless, young moms and babies since 1987.   More than 1,350
young moms and babies have sought refuge since founded. 

“Our plans are to increase the size of our home in order to enlarge our outreach in the
community.  Many improvements are planned to make the home comply with all state and
local codes and requirements,” says Robert Zornes, executive director. “The planning stages

have taken a lot longer than we expected,
but the end result will help assure that
Mother’s Refuge is around for a long
time.”  

Attendees will circulate trying a wide
variety of different foods provided by
area restaurants.   The evening includes
jazz and classical music and silent auc-
tion.  The proceeds will provide beds,
dressers, desks, sofas, and appliances.
visit www.MothersRefuge.org or by call-
ing 816-353-8070. Before the fire, pregnant women shared one of sev-

eral nicely furnished bedrooms.

ministrynews

which is a January 2013 Air Force “student
guide” distributed by the Defense Equal
Opportunity Management Institute sim-
ply entitled “Extremism.”
The manual bars military personnel

from “active participation” in such ex-
tremist organization activities as “publicly
demonstrating,” “rallying,” “fundraising”
and “organizing,”  including public assem-
bly and possibly even church attendance
if the theology includes God’s judgment
and the return of Christ as outlined in

Revelation.
It begins its introduction of a section ti-

tled “Extremist ideologies” by describing
the American colonists who sought inde-
pendence from British rule as a historical
example of extremism.
“In U.S. history, there are many exam-

ples of extremist ideologies and move-
ments. The colonists who sought to free
themselves from British rule and the Con-
federate states who sought to secede from
the Northern states are just two examples,”
according to the training guide.
As Judicial Watch notes, although the

documents were obtained through the Air

Force, the fact that they originated in a
DOD office means they have likely been
distributed throughout the government’s
various agencies.
Judicial Watch president Tom Fitton

concluded that the documents fall in line
with the Department of Defense equating
Evangelical Christianity with terrorism. 
“After reviewing this document,” Fitton

states, “one can’t help but worry for the fu-
ture and morale of our armed forces.”
To read the on-line version of the DoD

traning manual use the shortend link:
http://tinyurl.com

AIR FORCE
continued from page 5



Local non-profit organization
Raven’s Hope International (RHI) is
launching a leadership program that
welcomes its first residents from the U.S.
and Cambodia.
RHI is a dual-purpose organization

that provides ministry, missionary ex-
perience, and preparation to American
women, while at the same time teaching
biblical principles, English, and life skills
to women from other countries who
have been personally impacted by the

web of human trafficking.
The organization started a little over

a year ago after founder and director
Karen Robinson visited Cambodia and
learned about the country’s notorious
reputation for sex trafficking. During
her trip, she met nine resilient women
that melted her heart as they shared how
sex trafficking had affected their lives. 
“Most of the women know nothing

outside of their third-world experience.
They’ve lived in an environment with

less than nothing -- surviving in ab-
solute poverty, yet they’re some of the
strongest people I’ve ever met,” said
Robinson. “They’re leaders in their
communities”.
“We’re so excited about having the

opportunity to continue to develop
their leadership skills by introducing
them to a whole new world here in
America.”
The soon-to-be residents are equally

excited about their visit to America. 
“I am so happy to be a part of Raven’s

Hope. I’ve always dreamed of seeing
America”, says Leakena Heang, a 25-
year-old program participant from
Cambodia who serves as a social worker. 
She says she’s eager to continue to

grow as a leader. “I can’t wait to share

what I have learned with my people in
Cambodia.”
During the six months the women

will learn English, Biblical principles,
and life skills. Raven’s Hope has part-
nered with businesses and sponsors to

ensure that upon completion of the
program each young lady will be pro-
vided with a job. In addition to receiving
employment, each participant will re-
ceive a weekly stipend provided by
sponsors and donors.
Raven’s Hope International will wel-

come the new residents at its "Welcome
to America Shower" on Friday, Sept. 6 at
Church of The Harvest located at 14841
Blackbob Road, Olathe, KS. 
The public is invited to participate

and bring a donation. To learn more
about Raven’s Hope International visit
www.RavenHopeInter-national.com or
call 913-998-3261.
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Local ministry gives hope to women fleeing sex trafficking

Buy one Blizzard in September at Regular Price, 
Get one for 99¢
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Non-profit radio
(WNS)--Thousands of non-profits

across the United States are preparing to
take advantage of what could wind up as
the largest expansion of community radio
in the nation’s history.  From October 15
to October 29, the Federal Communica-
tions Commission will accept applications
for low-power FM radio licenses.  These
licenses will allow local not-for-profit or-
ganizations to operate community radio
stations that broadcast at 100 watts or less,
typically listenable within a roughly 5-mile
radius. 



At a recent regular Wednesday morning
TGIW men’s meeting of about 90 guys in
Lee’s Summit, Character That Counts
founder Rod Handley said it’s the kind of
theme and quality production that appeals
to today’s media savvy generation of
young people. 
“My sons saw portions of the movie

and were blown away,” said Handley,
“They felt that both the production qual-
ity and message would be well received by
their peers,” he commented, echoing what
others have been saying about the movie
reaching a new generation with a powerful
message.

The movie is receiving accolades from
people who have been afforded a sneak
preview. “It’s not the kind of Christian

movie that the public would snicker at,” he
continued, “Its well done with a strong
story line and special effects.”
Steve Douglass, President of Campus

Crusade says the movie will definitely

speak to college students.
“’Unlimited’ is an exciting faith film

that will resonate with the current gener-
ation of young people who love to watch
movies, states Douglass, “But it will also
inspire adults to unleash the unlimited po-
tential that God has buried deep within
the souls of His children of every age.”
Leaders across the country are con-

cerned with what recent research has la-
beled the “nones”–those that espouse no
religious affiliation. It’s a trend that de-
scribes a surge in people who claim no faith
or are unaffiliated with any belief system.
The term rose to prominence when a

Pew Research poll found that the number
of Americans who are religiously unaffili-
ated rose to almost 20 perenet—a nearly

5 percent leap in just the last five years. In
the subsequent months, a Gallup poll
showed similar numbers, and most re-
cently, in March 2013, a poll from UC-
Berkeley and Duke University similarly
found religious affiliation in the U.S. is at
its lowest point since it began to be
tracked.
Most of these polls have targeted the

nation’s young people, who, with no job
prospects, isolation that often comes with
social networking dependency and a cul-
ture which is decidedly anti-faith, are in-

creasingly secular in their outlook.
But there are ways to effectively combat

that creeping secularism and one way is
using the same tools that secularists use–
–Hollywood.
Jerry Rankin, past president of the In-

ternational Mission Board agree with that
strategy and sees an unlimited potential of
Unlimited not just in North America but
on the missions field.
“Unlimited is an inspiring story that

will engage secular and religious audi-
ences. It will launch an unprecedented
movement of personal and spiritual suc-
cess to a broader audience than ever before
possible.”� Rankin says.
To that effect, plans call for the film to

be field-tested for International Mission
Board and CRU missionaries in Mexico,
Venezuela and Croatia to determine how
well it performs as soul-winning tool.
Finch says this is in keeping with his re-
search background.
One organization that has ministered

in hundreds of countries around the
world is Youth With a Mission, or YWAM.
Loren Cunningham, founder and pres-

ident, YWAM was eager to lend his sup-
port and name to the movie’s marketing.
“Unlimited is going to be amazing!

Jesus said that we are to preach the Gospel
to every creature. But we’re also told to dis-
ciple nations,” says Cunningham.
One thing that every person who has

seen the film has stated is that it is the per-
fect movie to take the unchurched or non-
believer. 
States Cunningham, “Harold Finch has

always done both and ‘Unlimited’ takes
this to a whole new level without scaring
away non-believers with an in-your-face
message.”
Starring Daniel Ross Owens, Robert

Amaya (Courageous and October Baby)
alongside of actor and former U.S. Senator
Fred Thompson playing Finch (Law and
Order and The Hunt for Red October),
the movie has been compared to Coura-
geous and Fireproof but with one caveat–
–it’s much better.
“That’s not a knock against those

movies”, says Rod Handley, “it’s just a
statement of how far movie-making by
Christians has come even in the last few
years.
For the latest news and updates about

Unlimited, visit unlimitedthemovie.com.
Several informational meetings with
Finch are scheduled during September
with a private screening scheduled for
Sept. 5 at the Blue Springs 8 Theatre.
The public premier will be Thursday,

Oct. 10 at the Cinemark Palace on the
Plaza in Kansas City.
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Unlimited is an inspiring
story that will engage 
secular and religious 

audiences.
JERRY RANKIN

SUPPORT
continued from page 1

i moreinformation
Seatzy: www.seatzy.com/main/moviedetail/unlimited

Website: http://unlimitedthemovie.com/ 
Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/#!/UnlimitedMovie

“Pray for Our
Nation”

Pick up a FREE bumper sticker 
at Beacon Bible Books in Belton or 

Tree of Life in Independence!



WINDERMERE PERFECT 
FOR ONE TO HUNDREDS 

Whether you’re planning as an individual, family or
for a  conference of 1,500, we invite you to experience
the relaxation and fun of Windermere, a Christ-centered
resort and conference center located in central Missouri.
Imagine yourself surrounded by a 300-acre nature re-
serve while gazing at one of the most beautiful coves on
the premier lake destination in Missouri, Lake of the
Ozarks. Conveniently located in the heart of Missouri we
are a year round retreat center just minutes from world-
class boating and fishing, shopping and dining. 

Hear the giggles now from your family as they jump
on our water trampolines, ride the giant aqua teeter-
totter or climb to the top of the 2 story iceberg. Then slip
to the other side of the full-service marina to spend a
few minutes canoeing or riding the paddle boats. Maybe
your clan would rather climb the rock wall at The EDGE
adventure challenge course or ride the zip-line down
from the 35-foot tower. Perhaps a round of disc golf, mini
golf or a quick sand volleyball game fits the bill for your
entertainment. Or just a quick cool down in our swim-
ming pool after a day spent in the sun might sound more
relaxing to you. However you spend the day, end it with
s’mores by the campfire and a peaceful sleep in one of
our family cabins, dorm rooms or deluxe hotel rooms.
Leave the meals to our full service dining hall that also
provides catering services. 

If you’re passionate about the work
you do, you’ve probably considered offer-
ing a getaway retreat so your clients can
spend some intense high-focus time with
you and other like-minded souls.
Sounds amazing, doesn’t it?
It is!
My list has now grown so much that I

no longer offer these more intimate re-
treats. Now, I meet many coaches, con-
sultants, trainers and mnistry leaders
who want to host their own retreats.
If this sounds like you, here are some

tips — straight from my personal “been-
there-done-that” files — for how to plan
and host your own retreats

1 – Build a List of attendees
It’s one thing to have a great idea for a

retreat. But it’s a whole other thing to find
people to come!
The great news about retreats is that

your list doesn’t have to be huge in order
to fill the spaces.  Many retreat centers
offer options for 10-person retreats.

Still, you need to have a list – whether
it’s your client database, or your eZine list
– in order to market your retreat.

2 – Name your Retreat
Give your retreat a name.   This

grounds your idea with a vision and pur-
pose.
At first, I just called my retreat:

“Women’s Retreat.”  (Not particularly ex-
citing, huh?)
When I finally created the name, “The

Unstoppable Power of Intention Retreat,”
I was much more excited at the prospect
of my retreats – and many more women
expressed interest!

3 – Decide How Many People You Want
at Your Retreat
My retreats had anywhere from 22 –

35 people in them.  Many of my clients
have offered retreats for as few as 6 peo-
ple. The choice is yours. What is ideal for
you?

4 – Choose a Time for Your Retreat
Retreats can range anywhere from one

to nine days. Or longer!  If you’re just get-
ting started, I recommend a three-day

format.   This makes it easy for your par-
ticipants to plan, to arrange travel, and
doesn’t require too many days off from
work.   Of course, this is also dependent
upon the content you want to deliver.

5 – Choose a Location for Your Retreat
Where do you want to host your re-

treat?
First, let’s start with region.
I recommend that, at first, you keep

your retreat within easy driving distance.
It’s great to have familiar surroundings

and not have to travel far.  If you want to
consider a more exotic location, it will
obviously take a lot more planning on
your part.
Next, let’s talk about choosing a retreat

center.
There are many retreat centers that

provide amazing options (see advertisers
in this guide).  Some facilities are more
luxurious, some more simple – but they
do allow for an affordable retreat experi-
ence for you as a host – and for your
clients.
I recommend that you choose a space

that offers lodging and meals.  Something
special happens to a group of people
when they dine and sleep on site – with-
out the distractions of the outer world.
Take time to shop around and explore

your options, review your pricing and
weigh the pros and cons of each location.

6 – Price your Retreat
Putting a price tag on your retreat can

bring up lots of stuff.
But you must challenge yourself NOT

to play small.  Low prices can position
your retreat as low-value.
Also, do not price your retreat just

above the per-person price you’re paying
the retreat center. You need to plan for
cancellations.
I encourage you to stretch yourself.

Crunch the numbers and make sure your
expenses are covered.

TALL OAKS: MORE THAN JUST
A  PLACE FOR CHURCH 
CANMPS AND RETREATS

The Tall Oaks Conference Center is a year-round
camp/retreat center owned by the Christian Church

(Disciples of Christ) of Greater K.C.  It is located on 340
acres of mostly riparian forest 30 miles west of down-
town Kansas City.

Over 300 groups use Tall Oaks each year, ranging
from mostly youth groups in the summer to adult usage
during the majority of the rest of the year. We host six-
teen Disciples camps during the summer. Other groups
who make Tall Oaks home for a short period are:

Seven special needs camps during the summer in-
clude: MDA (Muscular Dystrophy), ADA (Diabetes), 2
autism/Asperger camps, sickle cell anemia youth, foster
kids and kids with grief issues.

Craft Groups:   Many adult groups for quilting, scrap-

booking, photography, and creative painting workshops
have found a home at Tall Oaks.

Educational Groups:  Many public school and college
groups use Tall Oaks.

Tall Oaks boasts two of the best educational and
recreational programs in the area.  

One is the OAKS Program.  It is an experiential pro-
gram challenge course which uses three different levels
of activities to teach teamwork, bonding, problem solv-
ing and leadership.  The first level is ground games
which are activities that groups do out on a lawn or
meeting room space.  The second level has over 20 low
ropes course elements that are done on low apparatus

and do not take special safety equipment.  Then the
high ropes course has 8 elements that are up in the
trees and use harness, belaying ropes, helmets and con-
cludes with a zip line ride.

The Tall Oaks Equestrian program is an education
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How to plan and host a retreat
by Christine Kane | Event Planner

~ 2013 CHURCH RETREAT GUIDE ~

See WINDEMERE page 23

See TALL OAKS page 23

See RETREAT page 10
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TIME TO TAKE A BREATH 
AT LAKE DONIPHAN

Lake Doniphan Conference & Retreat Center is sit-
uated on 300 wooded, rolling acres surrounding sce-
nic Lake Doniphan, just outside of Excelsior Springs.
Primarily hosting retreats for Christian church groups,
it also welcomes corporate entities looking for more
affordable off-site business conferences or retreats. 

“I’ve had guests exclaim over the amount of work
they can accomplish in planning sessions away from
normal office distractions,” says Brenda O’Dell, Lake
Doniphan’s Business and Reservations Manager.
“They also appreciate the peaceful setting for its calm-
ing effect and the chance to stop and breathe deeply,
letting go of the normal stress factors in their lives.
There is something healing and restoring about the
woods and the lake that infiltrates even the busiest
of people, if given a chance.  Too many of us forget
this, unless we deliberately schedule time apart such
as a personal or group retreat.”

Other groups visiting Lake Doniphan include peo-
pleof other faiths.“We have had Jewish, Buddhist, Sufi
and KriaYoga groups,” states O’Dell.  “Our mission is
to provide a place of refuge and reconciliation for peo-
ple from all walks of life and all faith traditions.  We
want to enable all our guests to find renewal and
inner peace of mind and spirit, as they deepen per-
sonal relationships with their Creator and others in
their lives.We don’t limit this opportunity to just some,
but welcome all who are seeking.” She confirms that

no proselytizing between groups is allowed, however.
O’Dell explains that a group can reserve the entire

conference center if they wish, but because of the lay-
out of the Lake Doniphan grounds, groups do not
need to interact, other than to smile if they walk past
each other.  There are three lodges so groups can be
housed in separate buildings.  “It is wonderful to see
the respect with which groups treat each other, re-
gardless of their distinctly different beliefs.  They have
always been respectful and honored each other’s
times for worship, or prayer walks around the lake,
or even for a special canoe race,” she laughs.  “I think
it is because for so many of our guests Lake Doniphan
has become sacred ground.”

Lake Doniphan also hosts family reunionsand sec-
ular groups just looking to get away, or to focus on a
shared hobby such as scrapbooking, quilting, singing,
or even karate.   To reach O’Dell and see if your group
might benefit from a retreat at Lake Doniphan call
(816) 630-1523 or visit their website at www.lake-
doniphan.com. Guests and past events are featured
on their Facebook page at Facebook/Lake Doniphan.

ARE YOU LIVING YOUR DREAM?
In 1997 we bought the old house, having a dream of making it into

a bed and breakfast retreat for people from all walks of life to get away
from the crazy pace, to retreat, relax and refocus.

Seven years later, I gave up the dream due to life’s unfair circum-
stances. It was then my life started going in a downward spiral. For the
next two and a half years life was tough in every area. My passion for life, my marriage, and for God was near
gone. 

It was in my tough time that I also found out I had Hepatitis C. I knew it would take some heavy duty treat-
ments for me to be healed and I would have to slow down my life for a good three to four months while going
through the treatments.  Someone once said to me, there are speed bumps in life and this truly was a speed
bump in mine.

It was during my treatment time, that I again began spending time praying and reading the Bible. God in
his tender way began speaking to my heart again about my dream (that had totally died). It was His dream for
me and I will give an account to Him at the end of my life, whether or not I did what he wanted me to do. WOW! 

I now have this passion to see God’s people carry out His plan for their life. No matter what denomination
you might be, or whether you know God in a personal way or not, He loves each one of us so much, and He has
placed gifts in each one of us. He has a unique plan for each of us. Living out God’s plan for us is what fuel’s our
life; it’s what fills our tank.

We have gifts with-in our hearts not only for ourselves and for our families, but for others. We each have a
part to play in this life, and it takes quieting our busy lives to retreat and listen to God’s Spirit.

I will have to say it has not always been easy. Getting The Hiding Place retreat going took a while, but the
rewards outweigh the hard times. I’m living my dream touching people. I once read somewhere that the grave-
yard is one of the richest places on the face of the earth because so many people take their dreams to the
grave with them.  Visit us at www.thehidingplacebnb.com

7 – Outline the Content of Your Retreat
Create a structure or framework that

will guide the flow of each day.  There’s
probably a natural beginning, middle and
end you will follow.  In each element, map
out the activities and teaching that will be
included.
The key thing about content is this:
Don’t “over teach.”
Retreats (and events, too!) are meant to

get participants to actually experience the
work they never get to do at home. This
means you have to give them the space to
learn and take part in activities.

8 -  Commit to a Date for Your Retreat.
Many people play the “Ready Aim”

game. They never actually fire. In other
words, they never commit.
Yes, it can be scary to offer your first re-

treat – but commitment and decision are
half the battle. Choose a date. And start
marketing in your church, organization or
Christian publications.  

Bonus Tip #1:  Keep it simple
If you’re just getting started, don’t try to

plan a retreat on that Greek island you’ve
always wanted to visit.  Retreats are about
learning and experience. Though adven-
ture can be a component, many times re-
treat hosts make it harder on themselves
by being too aggressive with their early re-
treat goals.
(HINT: This is often because they fear

that they themselves are not “enough” – so
they try to superficially make the retreat

seem more exciting. Don’t do this.)
Bonus Tip #2:  Allow space
Many years ago, I went to a personal

growth retreat that literally exhausted me.
The hosts were obviously so frightened of
not giving enough content that they
dragged the participants around from one
activity to the next.
The best thing about this retreat? It

taught me what NOT to do when I was
hosting my own retreats!
My retreats had lots of space built into

them.  Yes, it can be scary to allow space
because it feels like you’re not working!
But the gift of holding space for your par-
ticipants IS working. And it provides a
great value.  Be strong enough to allow for
this.

RETREAT
continued from page 9

FOREST PARK IS THE BEST 
OF TWO WORLDS

Though just a few blocks off I-70 and just five min-
utes from downtown Topeka, Forest Park Conference
and Retreat Center, located on 45-acres in a wooded
valley of a forest, features wildlife such as deer, foxes,
geese and a variety of other animals. Spending time at
Forest Park is a great and inexpensive way to unwind
and relax in a secluded area. It’s not unusual to see a
family of deer stroll by. With such a rustic setting located
in a thickly forested area, a person would not guess that
they are so close to the city.

Even though it’s so close to the city, Forest Park may
be one of Kansas’ best kept secrets. But being so close
to the highway and everything the city of Topeka has
to offer, makes it an ideal place to kick back, relax and
spend some time with nature. And with its large meet-
ing halls, a huge tabernacle shaped like a cross, and a
commercial kitchen for use of guests, Forest Park meets
the needs of a large variety of groups.
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THE ABBEY GUEST CENTER, CONCEPTION
ABBEY
PO Box 501
Conception, Missouri, 64433 
Group Contact:  Fr. Patrick, 660-944-2809 
guests@conception.edu 
www.conceptionabbey.org/guests 

FOREST PARK CONF. & RETREAT CENTER
3158 SE 10th St.
Topeka, KS 66607
785-234-8024
info@forestparkretreat.com
www.forestparkretreat.com

HEDRICK’S BED & BREAKFAST & EXOTIC 
ANIMAL FARM
7910 N. Roy L. Smith Rd.
Nickerson, KS 67561
888-489-8039
hedricksinn@gmail.com
www.hedricks.com

KEENE RD. COUNTRY ESTATE & 
CONFERENCE CENTER
31152 Keene-Eskridge Rd
Maple Hill, KS   66507
Andrea Andrews: 785-272-3086

LAKE DONIPHAN CONF. & RETREAT CENTER
12856 Doniphan Lake Road
Excelsior Springs, MO 64024
Group Contact:  Brenda O'Dell, 816-640-1523
info@lakedoniphan.com
www.lakedoniphan.com

MYER HOTELS
Branson, MO 65616 
Group Contact:  Kathy Smith, 888-837-2537
kathy@myerhotels.com
www.myerhotels.com 

SKY RANCH CAVE SPRINGS
7750 S 655 Rd
Quapaw, OK 74363
Group Contact:  Doug McClain, 918-542-1547
cavesprings@skyranch.org
www.skyranchcavesprings.org

TALL OAKS CONFERENCE CENTER
12797 189th St  
Linwood, KS 66052 
Group Contact:  Lyle Bracken, 913-301-3004
lyle@talloaks.org
www.talloaks.org

THE HIDING PLACE BED AND BREAKFAST
309 East Oak St.
Warrenton, MO 63383
Group Contact:  , 636-359-1000
thehidingplacebnb@yahoo.com
www.thehidingplacebnb.com

WINDERMERE BAPTIST CONF. CENTER
1600 Koehler Lane
Roach, MO  65787
Group Contact:  Sales Staff, 800-346-2215
sales@windermereusa.org
www.windermereusa.org

YMCA TROUT LODGE & CAMP LAKEWOOD
13528 State Highway AA, Potosi, MO 63664
Group Contact:  Allison Gill , 573-438-2154
agill@ymcastlouis.org
www.troutlodge.org

HOSPITALITY AT CONCEPTION ABBEY
Conception Abbey is lo-

cated in Conception, Mo., an
hour and a half drive north
of Kansas City. It is a
monastery of the Swiss-
American Congregation of
the Benedictine Confedera-
tion. It was established in
1873 when Abbot Frowin
Conrad and seven novices
came from Engelberg Abbey in Switzerland to found a monastic house from which to
serve the needs of the local Catholic community. Today, the spiritual descendents of
Abbot Frowin provide pastoral care to 15 parishes, as well as hospitals, religious houses
and schools throughout Missouri, Iowa, Kansas, Nebraska and Wyoming.

The Benedictine monks of Conception Abbey tend the abbey grounds, care for farm-
land and orchards, and run The Abbey Guest Center, Conception Seminary College and
The Printery House. They are historians, writers, scholars, teachers, musicians and ar-
tisans. Through their various apostolates, the monks of Conception Abbey have made
substantial contributions throughout the Midwest and beyond.

St. Benedict tells us that "All guests who present themselves are to be welcomed as
Christ, for he himself will say: I was a stranger and you welcomed me." The Conception
Abbey Guest Center provides simple accommodations in an atmosphere of quiet, perfect
for private prayer and reflection. We invite you to stay in our brand new St. Gabriel
Guesthouse and welcome your group small or large. Our facilities include, overnight

BREATHTAKING VIEWS ABOUND AT SKY RANCH
Sky Ranch Cave Springs is located in the breathtaking surroundings of Northeastern

Oklahoma, in the four-state area.  This 1480 acre, non-denominational facility holds
all the adventure of camping, as well as all of the comforts of home.  Sky Ranch un-
derstands that purposeful and intentional planning is vital to providing an experience
that is peaceful, meaningful, and beneficial to all guests.  With years of retreat expe-
rience to draw from, the staff at Sky Ranch Cave Springs recognizes that a successful
retreat begins the moment a potential guest makes an inquiry.  With unparalleled at-
tention to every detail, the heart of Sky Ranch is to provide excellent service, outstand-
ing facilities, and unique opportunities for group members and leaders to connect, grow, and benefit from their time together.

Sky Ranch has the capacity to host groups of various sizes, from small family reunions to larger corporate or church retreats.  A couple of
different lodging options provide modern, comfortable sleeping accommodations for up to 400 guests.  A variety of meeting spaces provides
seating and gathering opportunities, complete with stages, a full AV inventory, and indoor/outdoor options.  A brand new outdoor amphitheater
provides a beautiful backdrop for an intimate time of worship foryouth or church retreat groups or a fun twist on movie night!

While lodging and meeting spaces are crucial to retreat success, Sky Ranch knows that feeding group members well is equally important
to an enjoyable event!  A flexible menu plan and a fully stocked salad bar are just a few of the perks offered by the dining facility.

Open year round, Sky Ranch Cave Springs offers an excellent variety of activities – from energetic and challenging to more low impact
options – providing entertainment, fun, and relaxation for all types of groups.   Horses, paintball, swimming, volleyball, basketball, disc golf,
skeet shooting, and a 2300 foot tandem zipline are just some of the incredible activities included in a Sky Ranch retreat.

The foundation of all Sky Ranch camps is to bring kids, parents and groups together and closer to God.  Sky Ranch Cave Springs is committed
to providing an environment where relationships are nurtured and strengthened – a place where guests and leaders can spend time investing
in the group, rather than worrying with the details of the retreat.  With the facilities, recreational options and amenities available, Sky Ranch
Cave Springs is the perfect location for youth, ladies’, men’s, and family groups.

Visit us at skyranch.org/cavesprings.

RETREAT LOCATIONS

TAKE A WALK ON THE WILD SIDE
Take a walk on the wild side during a unique experience at Hedrick Exotic Animal

Farm. Whether it's petting a zebra, riding a camel or feeding a giraffe, this one-of-a-
kind attraction offers the opportunity to come face-to-face with several unusual ani-
mals, including kangaroos. It's an animal adventure not to be forgotten and one that
is truly unlike any other in the
Midwest!

Come and stay in one of our
many beautifully decorated suites,
each with a hand-painted mural
depicting special animals here on
the farm. Each suite is complete
with television and private bath.
Stepping from your door to the
wrap-around balcony is a relaxing
way to enjoy the amazing view of
the animals and the peace of a quiet Kansas evening. Special guest tours provide an
intimate and unforgettable experience with more than 30 varieties of exotic animals. 

STEP BACK IN TIME
This nearly 'century old' charming

Country Estate, where the beauty and
wonder of the Kansas Flint Hills blend
with Twenty-First Century charm, pro-
vides a unique setting for your special
gathering. Keene Road Country Estate
and Conference Center is a 17-room
Colonial Estate charmingly decorated

See ABBEY page 23

See KEENE page 23
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Violent aggression by Egypt's Muslim
Brotherhood (MB) and other Islamists, in-
cluding those sympathetic to al-Qaeda,
continues to be directed at one of the
world's oldest Christian communities, fol-
lowing the Egyptian military's break up
last month of Brotherhood sit-ins. The
Brotherhood's Freedom and Justice Party
has been inciting the anti-Christian
pogroms on its web and Facebook pages. 
       One such page, posted on August 14,
lists a bill of particulars against the Chris-
tian Coptic minority, blaming it, and only
it, for the military's crackdown against the
Brotherhood, alleging that the Church has
declared a "war against Islam and Mus-
lims." It concludes with the threat, "For
every action there is a reaction." This
builds on statements in the article "The
Military Republic of [Coptic Pope]
Tawadros," carried on the MB website in

July, about the Coptic Church wanting to
"humiliate" Muslims and eradicate Islam.
  The litany of attacks is long: St. George

Church, St. Mary's Church, Good Shep-
herd's Church, the Pentecostal Church, in
Minya; St. Therese Church, Church of the
Reformation, Church of the Apostle, Holy
Revival Church, St. John's Church, in As-
siut; Church of the Virgin Mary in Cairo,
St. Damiana Church, the Evangelical
Church, and Joseph's Church, in Fayoum;
Church of the Archangel Michael, St. Sav-
iors Anglican Church, the Greek Orthodox
and Franciscan churches, in Suez; Fr. Max-
imus Church and St. George's Church, in
Alexandria. . .
  As of Aug. 18, some 65 churches, as

well as several convents, monasteries, and
schools, dozens of Christian homes and
businesses, even the YMCA, have been
documented as
looted and burned
or subject to other
destruction by Is-
lamist rioters. The
Coptic Pope remains
in hiding and many
Sunday services did
not take place as
Christian worshipers
stayed home, fearing
for their lives. A
dozens of Christians have been attacked
and killed for being Christian.
  For the first time in 1,600 years, Sun-

day prayers were canceled at the Orthodox
Monastery of the Virgin Mary and Priest
Ibram in Degla, south of Minya, because

the three churches there were destroyed by
the mob. In Cairo, Franciscan nuns
watched as the cross over the gate to their
school was torn down and replaced by an
al-Qaeda flag and the school itself torched;

Sister Manal, the
principal, reported
that three nuns were
then marched
through the streets
as prisoners of war,
as neighborhood
mobs "hurled
abuse" at them
along the way.
Fr. Rafic Greiche,

spokesman of
Egypt's Catholic Bishops reported to the
Vatican news agency Fides that of the de-
stroyed churches, 14 are Catholic, while the
rest belong to the Coptic Orthodox, Greek
Orthodox, Anglican, and Protestant com-
munities. While the anti-Christian attacks

are occurring throughout Egypt, they are
concentrated especially in the areas of Al
Minya and Assiut, "because it is there that
we find the headquarters of the jihadists,"
according to Fr. Greiche.
  Groups of the Left, of women, of stu-

dents, of intellectuals, of businesspersons,
of secularists, not to mention the military,
all participated in the Tamarrud move-
ment that supported the military's ouster
of the Muslim Brotherhood–affiliated
President Morsi. But it is Egypt's Christian
community, who number 10 percent of
the population, that is bearing the brunt
of the Islamist anger. Led by the Muslim
Brotherhood, and joined by various other
Islamist groups, some hoisting al-Qaeda
flags, a ruthless campaign of religious
cleansing, of Islamic "purification," is well
underway in Egypt. As jihad has come to
the Arab world's largest country, our for-
eign-policy leaders and press ignore this
turn of events at our peril.
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The world is silent as
the extermination of

Copts begins

“...it is Egypt’s Christian
community, who number

10 percent of the 
population, that is 

bearing the brunt of the
Islamist anger.”

NINA SHEA
director, Hudson 
Institute's Center for
Religious Freedom, co-
author of Persecuted:
The Global Assault on
Christians

viewpoint

Egypt’s Christians face Jihad

During a television interview, former
heavyweight boxing champion Mike
Tyson said he had lost over $300 million
in his career. Now, after reflecting on a life
of costly mistakes he is trying to make
some positive changes. 
How did Iron Mike’s life self-destruct?

Outside of his obvious poor choices,
some of the people around him are guilty
too.
Have you ever just wanted to be “nice”

to a family member, friend or co-worker
by helping out with an issue they were
facing – albeit major or minor? Maybe
you truly felt sorry for them. Maybe you
saw the coming consequences and
wanted to step in before it got worse.
Maybe the issue affected you somehow
and getting involved was in your best in-

terest. 
I believe there are too many “nice” (or

guilt-ridden and manipulated) people
who are sustaining and thereby delaying
necessary consequences to bad behavior.
Perhaps Iron Mike would have been sit-
ting differently today if some folks would
have stepped back and not been so “nice”.     
Today there are too many . . . 
• Parents trying in vain to wake up

their 17-year olds for school.
• Older parents or grandparents dol-

ing out gas money to their 30-year-
olds.  
• Moms being the middle-person to

their kids explaining their dad’s actions. 
• Employees cleaning up messes left

by bosses or co-workers. 
Ultimately, the goal for everyone is to

become a mature, independent, respon-
sible adult. Lovingly stepping back and
choosing to allow someone to fail and ex-
perience pain is an unfortunate but nec-
essary teacher. And often our good
intentions prevent that from happening.
When we step back, we are allowing

someone else to step in. God. It is an act
of love and trust.  King Solomon wrote,
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart,
and do not lean on your own under-
standing. In all your ways acknowledge

him, and he will make straight your
paths” (Proverbs 3:5-6). We love the per-
son enough to stop trying to rescue with
hopes they might change. We trust God
enough to step back and release the per-
son into His care. Who can do a better
job? He or you? He hung the stars. He

raises the sun every morning. He pro-
vides the sparrow its food. What have you
done? 
Let us step back and allow God to

work. May He become the hope for today
in the lives of the people we so desper-
ately want to rescue.

CLINT
DECKER
President and 
Evangelist with
Great 
Awakenings, Inc.

hopefortoday

Stop the rescue!

Coptic Christians react to
the murder of friends.



  Upon entering the Coca-Cola
Bricktown Events Center in Okla-
homa City last March, the senses were
immediately overwhelmed with the
sound of Christian music, hundreds
of voices praising in unison, and the
sight of hands raised toward Heaven.
This was the opening of the Power
and Love School offered by Power and
Love Ministries based in Redding,
Calif. The traveling training confer-
ence has been held in more than
forty-five U.S. and international train-
ing schools with three more this year
including Kansas City Oct. 9–12. 
  The Oklahoma City conference

featured speakers Todd White, Bob
Hazlett, and Tom Ruotolo, with music
lead by Jeremiah Grube (“Gate Called
Beautiful”). 
  The three and a half-day training

school concentrated on teaching at-
tendees how to show the love of Jesus
to people they come across in every-
day life. Between sessions, the trainees
were encouraged to go out and reach
people they encountered on the street,
at restaurants, and stores by sharing
the love of Christ. These exercises are
called “Love in Action”, symbolizing
putting feet on the principles learned
at the school. Then, upon returning
for the next session, attendee shared
testimonies with the audience about

what happened during the “Love in
Action” exercises. The conference
leaders then encouraged newcomers
to pair up with “confident ones,” who
had done the exercises before, to offer
support and encouragement. The en-
thusiasm shown by trainees was con-
tagious as testimonies of healings and
lives touched by sharing God’s love,
were shared.
  After a lunch session of the “Love

in Action” exercise, a scruffy, unshaven
man in a wheelchair came to the con-
ference, surrounded by a group of at-
tendees who had been praying for
him. As time went on with the group
continuing to pray for him, the man

Agrees with modesty column
Dear Dwight: 

It was interesting reading the article regarding modesty
[Aug. 2013] in the church. 

As a female I am not only grieved by women dressing
immodest in the church building who claim Jesus' name
but also those who dress immodestly publicly as Jesus'
church. 

I sometimes wonder if men think it only affects them
spiritually and causes them to become weak in the flesh
and have the temptation to sin? I feel women who flaunt
themselves and claim to be Christians is sin.

When Christian girls and women dress modestly (myself
included) to please their Lord and then there are those
who claim to be mature Christians and show their flesh to
the world, I feel it is a blatant sin against all of us. 

We can become weak in our faith to be tempted to dress immodestly as well. I, too, can choose
to dress immodestly and flaunt myself in front of men. These inconsiderate women who dress how-
ever they feel are doing it in front of our boyfriends, husbands, or sons.... It can make us weak to
want to have wrath and do the same to their boy friends, husbands, sons or... What a mess. 

The New King James Bible says: All unrighteousness is sin... 1 John 5:17. Paul said in 1 Corinthians
8:12-13 NKJ, But when you thus sin against the brethren, and wound their weak conscience, you sin
against Christ.  Therefore, if food makes my brother stumble, I will never again eat meat, lest I
make my brother stumble. - Of course Paul is speaking about food, but as he said, when you sin
against the brethren, and wound their weak conscience, you sin against Christ. Why  is claiming to
know our loving holy Lord and choosing to dress inappropriately any different?  It still makes Jesus'
body of believers weak. And there are other scriptures that could also talk about this area. 

I have walked with Jesus for many years. When I first came to Him he delivered me out of many
bondages. He gave me the strength to walk away from many sins and choose His ways helping me
to grow in His fruit. I will never be able to figure out why anyone can claim to know our precious
Lord, who sacrificed so much for us, casually choose to show their flesh. It is not walking in God's
love for their fellow Christians whom Jesus died for. To dress immodestly in public and claim to
know Jesus is not like they need time to grow in God and have Him help them walk in newness of
life, it is a selfish choice glorifying themselves, not Jesus who died for them. I hope Jesus helps the
author and his wife for the immodest women in their church are being very selfish. I also wanted to
write this to that wife. I agree with her.

– MRS P, via email
Columnist astounds reader

I truly and sincerely enjoy when Hakim shares his thoughts and perspectives. His story contin-
ues to astound and amaze me. His insights into societal issues are inspired. This inspiration comes
from being a disciple and a doer.

What a profound example of what can happen in someone’s life when they are captured by
God’s Great Affection, and realize that offense, hurt and hate don’t need to set a life’s course. What
a great testament to the life changing power that can be breathed into a person if they’ll allow.
“[T]he Spirit forced me to dig deeper and take ownership of my view of the world.” Well, I’m not ex-
actly sure what Hakim means when he states that the Spirit “forced” him, but his humble, surren-
dered heart is exceedingly evident. Not that I want him to get a ‘big head’ about it.

The Enemy’s most effective weapon in our nation has been to get ‘Saints’ to sit on the sidelines,
enjoy comfort and watch. I’m guilty as well. By default, the masses have been educated by, and be-
come more and more dependent on culture, including to a very large extent … the media. Lord help
us!  All my deepest heart-felt thanks and appreciation to Hakim, and those like him, who are out in
the world, in the trenches as salt and light.

May our Lord continue to empower you and protect you as you conquer for His kingdom!
–Mike Davidson, via email
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Why Patriot Day is important to America

Cry Out America is a united effort seek-
ing deep transformation and a Christ
“awakening” in every state, every county,
every church and every heart in the na-
tion. This prayer initiative was birthed in
the hearts of Americans following the ter-
rorist attacks on September 11, 2001. Mil-
lions of believers have united in the public
square to remember the sacrifices of yes-
terday, seek God’s face for the restoration
of godliness today, and help redeem gen-
erations from the strongholds of darkness

that they will face tomorrow.
  On Sept. 11, from Noon to 1 p.m., at

the south steps of the State Capitol in
Topeka, you are invited to join legislators
and other citizens who want to mark this
day in history and say, “We will never for-
get;” a day for Americans to remember the
sacrifice made by thousands in New York.
We will pray for the nation. We will pray
for peace in our world. We will pray for the
love of Christ to live in our hearts and
minds. 
  As we remember this tragedy, we must

also remember the men and women of

America who have sacrificed so much to
make our nation great. Remembering the
old, old stories gives us strength that God
has a plan for this Nation and has had
from the beginning. For more informa-
tion go to www.cultureshield.com or call
316-516-0777.

––Donna Lippoldt is the Founder of Cul-
ture Shield Network, and the Kansas Na-
tional Day of Prayer Coordinator  She can
be reached at 316-516-0777 or at www.cul-
tureshield.com.

REMEMBERING YESTERDAY, RESTORING TODAY 
AND REDEEMING TOMORROW

by Donna Lippoldt

A Misunderstanding?

  I have often been a guest writer for this
newspaper. This is especially true when it
comes to those times of year that corre-
spond to the Biblical calendar. This is es-
pecially true when approaching the holiest
days of Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. 
  Interestingly though it seems that

these articles do not successfully commu-
nicate the incredible spiritual and mo-
mentous occasion afforded the Christian
surrounding these appointed times (Heb.
Moedim). Another disconnect is when
these days of the Biblical calendar are pre-
sented in the context of what is coined
today as ‘Messianic Judaism”; often mis-
understood as a Judaizing movement
propagating ideas outside Christian
boundaries and understandings of the
Bible. Oops, I hope I did not lose you again
- please continue.
  It is my desire to invite us all into a

shared spiritual journey of Israel’s story; a
story that does not end with Messiah but
carries Messiah to his final purpose, the
Kingdom of God on earth, infusing Israel’s
story as a way to redeem Israel but also
embrace the Nations.. 
  It is customary to understand the

“New Testament” faith as something dis-
connected, if not alleviated from the so-
called “Old Testament”. This would be a
strange religion to Jesus himself though.
He is faithful to observe the creation/re-
demption calendar of Israel. He never sug-

gests they will lose their value, even if
through his life and death he carries them
to a consummating meaning.
  Just think, if they are just the past to

be fulfilled (or triumphed over), then on
what ‘solid ground” can we trust what He
did and said as qualified except that “it is
written”!
  He died “King of the Jews” for which

he could rightly acknowledge a title be-
longing to himself. after all, whoever in Is-
rael’s history has kept Moses better than
Yeshua! And these Holy Days, why would
he keep them if they were not the very
context that carried the story and con-
firmed it to Israel? After all, if it is not Is-
rael’s true story, then how can it be true for
anyone else?
  And what about the Jewish people?

Are we also disconnected from them as we
have become disconnected from the
source of the story? We live in an extraor-
dinary era of post Holocaust realities. No
longer can Christians assume that God
chose the Gentiles at the expense of the

Jews. No longer can we ignore the need to
find our way back home to the God who
establishes covenants with a people, these
people being the Christian’s very fathers in
the faith. These are daunting issues.
  But, why not begin? Pastors, what of

your sermon schedule, have you checked
the ‘Jewish” calendar? Yeshua Rabbeinu
(Jesus our Rabbi) would know exactly that
certain Biblical portions would be read on
these days (e.g.  the Akedah, the binding
of Isaac on Rosh HaShanah). Try it. Even
if it be the Sunday before or after. Explain
it to your flock.  The day of trumpets be-
cause God saved Isaac from being sacri-
ficed and God provide a substitute ram; so
we blow the shofar. We herald the day of
the creation of man (the sixth day), we ac-
knowledge He who is King and creator
over all creation and time itself, we review
our sins for the year, we repent and turn
to God. Not bad for a Sunday morning,
huh? And here is the exciting part, we do
it all because Jesus did nothing less and we
do it because he is still the King of the Jews
and lastly, because this is what Jews still do!
And they do it preparing for His actual
coming (return for those who know Him
as Messiah already). It’s truly God’s ap-
pointed times, for the Church to come
home to their Biblical homeland, the
covenants with Israel, even the new
Covenant (Jer. 31:31-34) made with the
household of Judah and the household of
Israel. Any questions? want to worship
with us? www.adatyeshuakc.com.

THE JEWISH HOLY DAYS WERE IMPORTANT TO JESUS
by Jerry Feldman

Beyond the four walls
by Lori Reynolds | MV Contributor

See WALLS page 19
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CONCERTS
ALL FOR YOU. Sept. 7, 3-10pm. John Brown Memorial
Park, 10th & Main, Osawatomie, KS. Free. Featuring Jonny
Diaz, Kirk Johnston & Randy Geyer. Spon. by The Os-
awatomie Wesleyan Church, The Osawatomie Nazerene
Church, The First Baptist Church, The Vineyard of Hope
Church, and The New Life Church. 913-755-3453. 
STEVE LADD. Sept. 8, 6pm. Full Gospel Assembly of God,
10537 E 6th St S, Indep., MO 64053. 816-718-1270.

CHRIS AUGUST. Sept. 8, 6pm. Heckart Performing Arts
Center, Smith-Cotton H.S., 2010 Tiger Pride Boulevard,
Sedalia, MO 65301. 660-827-2993.
MATTHEW SMITH & INDELIBLE GRACE. Sept. 10,
7:30pm. 13310 S Blackbob Rd., Olathe, KS 66062. 913-782-
7325.
GOSPEL JAMBOREE. Sept. 12, potluck at 6:30pm, open
mic at 7pm & special guest bluegrass Missourians at 8pm.
Life Christian Center, 1650 E Langsford Rd., Lee’s Summit,
MO. 

NEHEMIAH FEST. Sept. 13-15. Smith’s Fork Park,
Smithville, MO. Free. Featuring 50 bands & 5 stages; Satel-
lites & Sirens on 9/13 & Bread of Stone on Sept. 14.
www.nehemiahfest.com
THE ONLY NAME TOUR W/BIG DADDY WEAVE. Sept.
20. North Heartland Community Church, 4800 NW 88th
St., KCMO 64154. 816-741-1444.
SOUNDS OF RESURRECTION. Sept. 21, 8pm. Kauffman
Center, 1601 Broadway St., KCMO. Church of the Resurrec-
tion presents their 55 piece orchestra, handbell choir and
over 150 voices with a variety of works at the Kauffman
Center. 913-897-0120.
SWEET SPIRIT REUNION. Sept. 21, food begins at 6pm
& music begins at 7pm. Moment of Truth Bible Baptist
Church, 310 Randolph Rd., Claycomo, MO 64119. Food is
free. 
WALTER PLANT. Sept. 22, 6pm. Calvary Baptist Church
of Blue Springs, 900 NW 22nd St., Blue Springs, MO. Blind

singer and song writer that plays two or three keyboards
as he sings. 816-228-5540.
CHARLES DAVID SMART. Sept. 22. Leawood Baptist
Church, 8200 State Line Rd., Leawood, KS 66206. 913-
649-0100.
GUY PENROD. Sept. 26, 7pm. Emmanuel Baptist Church,
10100 Metcalf Ave., OPKS 66212. Doors open at 6pm.
www.guypenrod.com or 1-800-965-9324.
MO-KAN GOSPEL MUSIC ASSOC. MONTHLY POTLUCK
& JAM. Sept 27, 6:30pm. Northland Christian Church,
6120 NE 48th St., KCMO. 
MO-KAN CONCERT & PICNIC. Sept. 28. Penguin Park,
North Oak Tfwy, & Vivion Rd., KCMO. Picnic and minister-
ing in music to anyone at the park. Concert is free and
everyone is invited. Food and cold drinks will be available.
Bring your lawn chairs. 
SINGSPIRATION. Sept. 29, 6pm. Gladstone Fellowship
Assembly of God, 7001 North Harrison Ave., Gladstone,

MO 64118. Gospel music, open mike, everyone welcome. 
TIM HAWKINS LIVE. Sept. 29, 6:30pm. First Baptist Ray-
town, 10500 East 350 Hwy, Raytown, MO 64138. $22 ad-
vance / $20 advance group rate (6+) / $25 door. Special
guest John Branyan. 888-780-1116.
MARK LOWRY UNPLUGGED & UNPLANNED.Oct. 5.
New Life Assembly Church, 801 SW 1st St., Oak Grove, MO
64075. Featuring renowned pianist Stan Whitmire. 855-
223-1008.
PEOPLEFEST. Oct. 5. AZ-U-R Church parking lot, 4001 NE
Lakewood Way, Lee’s Summit, MO (intersection of 291 &
Woods Chapel Rd.). Free. Featuring 9th Hour, AZ-U-R,
Grandeur, Bounce House, Free food and much more.
Spon. by AZ-U-R Ministries, Club D & KCCM. www.az-u-
r.com
THE GLORIOUS UNFOLDING TOUR. Oct. 20, 7pm. Col-
lege Church of the Nazarene, Olathe, KS. Featuring Steven
Curtis Chapman, Laura Story & Jason Gray. 913-764-4575.
TOBYMAC.Nov. 21, 7:30pm. Independence Events Center,
Indep., MO. Featuring tobyMac, mandisa, Colton Dixon,
Brandon Heath, Chris August, Jamie Grace Capital Kings. 

SOUTHERN GOSPEL
(Call for groups)
ALPHA OMEGA CHRISTIAN MUSIC ASSOCIATION
MONTHLY MEETING, PRAYER, DEVOTION, POTLUCK
AND JAM. First Friday, 7pm. 10035 E. Westport Rd.,
Indep., MO 64052. 
MO-KAN GOSPEL MUSIC ASSOCIATION POTLUCK
AND JAM. Fourth Friday (except for Nov. & Dec. when we
meet on the 3rd Fri.). Northland Christian Church, 6120
NE 48th St., KCMO. 913-432-0359.
CGMA NW MO CHAPTER MEETING, GOSPEL MUSIC
AND POTLUCK. Second Saturday at Faith Assembly of
God Church, South 13 Hwy, Polo, MO. Travel North on I-35
North, go North of Liberty to the Polo/Lathrop Exit. Turn

Compiled by Anita Widaman | E-MAIL: metrovoicecalendar@gmail.com
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7:30 P.M., TOBYMAC AT THE INDEPENDENCE EVENTS CENTER, INDEPENDENCE, MO.
WITH MANDISA, COLTON DIXON, CHRIS AUGUST, CAPTIOL KINGS AND MORE!

NOV

21

14  •  September 2013––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––metrovoicenews.com � facebook.com/metrovoicenews–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– Metro Voice 

Family Events, Christian Concerts, Theatre, Youth Events, Meetings, Clubs, Bible Studies, Family Fun, Speakers and More!



right onto116 Hwy. Go 12 miles to 13 Hwy. Turn left and go
¼ mile. pegcla@msn.com.
MOMENT OF TRUTH BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH. Third
Saturday in January, May, September & November, 7pm.
310 Randolph Rd, Claycomo, MO. Gospel music sing. 816-
452-4426.
RADIANT LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD. Last Sunday, 6:30
p.m. Hwy. 33, Kearney, MO. Open mike. Gospel sing. 
GOSPEL JAMBOREE. Second Thursday, 7 p.m. Life Chris-
tian Center, 1650 E Langsford Road, Lee’s Summit, MO.
816-878-4694. 
PARADISE BAPTIST CHURCH. 2nd Sunday, 6 p.m. Pot
luck dinner at 5 p.m. Paradise Missouri. 816-591-1020.

CLASSES, SEMINARS, 
CONFERENCES
FIRST YEAR FOUNDATIONS.An ongoing class at
10:45am on Sundays. Your new marriage can stand
strong through any obstacle if you’ve planted it firmly on
a biblical foundation. Pleasant Valley Baptist Church,
1600 N 291 Hwy, Liberty, MO. 816-781-5959.
FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY. Sept. 4 – Oct. 30, 6:30-
8:30pm. First Baptist Raytown, room B-206, 10500 E. 350
Hwy, Raytown, MO 64138. 816-353-1994.
ADAT YESHUA HIGH HOLY DAY SERVICES. Sept. 4 7:00
pm - Rosh HaShanah Messianic Jewish Services. Addi-
tional services morning and evenings through Sept. 6th.
All welcome. Hear the Sound of the Shofar. 8512 Stearns
O.P. Sept. 13th Friday evening 7:00 pm Beautiful and In-
spirational opening services Yom Kippur, Kol Nidre. 8512
Stearns O.P. Sept 14th Sat. Yom Kippur. Most extensive ex-
perience for the Day of Atonement. Starts 10:00 am
through 2:15 pm Services continue to conclusion with the
Sound of the Shofar, 6:45 pm. Sept 18th - 6:00 pm.
Evening BYO dinner, eat in the Sukkah (Feast of Taberna-
cles), dance and sing. Opening services. Sept. 21 Sat. Af-
ternoon Open to the Public Grand Feast of Tabernacles
Worship and Prayer Service. Starts 2:30 pm. You can even
bring your youth group! www.adatyeshuakc.com (913)
888-7272.
GOOD NEWS CLUB TEAM ORIENTATION TRAINING. 2
Locations/Dates: Sept. 7, Nall Avenue Baptist Church, 6701
Nall Ave., Prairie Village, KS; Sept. 28, Blue Ridge bible
Church, 8524 Blue ridge Blvd., KCMO. 9am-4pm (8:30am
registration begins. Lunch provided). $6.00 (pay at the
door) Materials will be available for purchase. 816-358-
1138.
FAMILY MATTERS WITH DR. CHARLES LOWREY. Sept.
8, 4pm. Lenexa Baptist Church, 15320 W 87th St. Pkwy.,
Lenexa, KS 66219. 913-599-6447.
MISSOURI BAPTIST CHILDREN’S HOME FOSTER &
ADOPTION INFORMATION MEETING. Sept. 9, 6pm.
5155 Raytown Rd., Suite 104, KCMO 64133. Learn how you

can use your God-given talents. 816-795-8878.
GREENLEAF MUSIC & ARTS ACADEMY SCHOOL YEAR

TERM IN DANCE AND THEATER BEGINS. Sept. 9.
www.greenleafstudio.org or 913-397-7071.
FALL SEMESTER 2013 BEGINS. Sept. 10. Heart of Amer-
ica Bible College & Theological Seminary, 7600 Blue Ridge
Blvd., KCMO 64138. 816-356-6380.
G.Y.M. GROW YOUR MINISTRY PASTORS & CHURCH
LEADERS CONFERENCE. Sept. 10-12. Westin Hotel Crown
Center, KCMO. Featuring Pastor A. Glenn Brady & Bishop
Tudor Bismark of Harare, Zimbabwe. Conference that will
focus attention on principles and training for those who
pastor a smaller ministry with limited resources or just
starting a ministry. 913-281-2002.
AVOID PROBATE SEMINARS. Sept. 10 & 26, 7pm. Lewis
Living Trust Center, 700 NE Langsford Rd., Lee’s Summit,
MO. Free. 816-524-3200.
FIBROMYALGIA & CHRONIC FATIGUE SUPPORT
GROUP MEETING. Sept. 12, 7-8:30pm. Countryside Chris-
tian Church, 6101 Nall Ave., Mission, KS 66202. Speaker
Linda M. Laskowski, CHT “Health, Wellness & Fitness”.
913-384-4673.

UNLIMITED PASTOR MEETINGS. 3 Dates/Locations:
Sept. 12, Colonial Presbyterian Church, Fellowship Hall,
9500 Wornall Rd., KCMO 64114; Sept. 18, Indian Creek
Community Church, 12480 S. Black Bob Rd., Olathe, KS
66062; Sept. 19, Harmony Vineyard Church, 600 NE 46th
St., KCMO 64116. Early bird coffee and doughnuts will be
served at 7:30am, followed by the meeting from 8-9am.
RSVP to Harold Finch at haroldfinch@pobox.com
GLORY SCHOOL WITH PATRICIA KING! Sept. 12-14.
Christ Triumphant Church, 401 NE Chipman Rd., Lee’s
Summit, MO. 3 days of intense teaching where you will
learn how you can experience the angelic realm, the third
heaven, and closer encounters with the Holy Spirit. Regis-
ter online at ChristTriumphant.org. Patricia will also be
speaking at Christ Triumphant on Sunday, Sept. 15. 816-
524-6120.
PRECEPT MNISTRIES INTERNATIONAL TRAINING
WORKSHOP. Sept. 13-14. Mill Creek Community Church,
8151 McCoy, Shawnee, KS 66227. Registration is at
8:30am. Classes meet from 9am-5pm. Contact Jean Rink
at 913-579-4832.

LIVING PROOF LIVE SIMULCAST WITH BETH MOORE.
Sept. 14. Various KC locations. www.lifeway.com
DIVORCECARE AND DIVORCECARE4KIDS.Begins Sun-
day, Sept. 15, 6-7:30 pm; Timothy Lutheran Ministries, 425
NW RD Mize Rd, Blue Springs MO 64014; call 816-228-
5300 to register.
JEWISH ROOTS INSTITUTE. Sept. 16 and 17- Fall semes-
ter (all welcome) - The Jewish Roots Institute classes
begin. Two sessions each night. 8512 Stearns O.P. (913)
888-7272. www.jewishrootsinstitute.org.
PREMIER OF HAYESOD FOUNDATIONS PROGRAM
Sept. 16, 6:30 pm. www.adatyeshuakc.com (913) 888-
7272.
GIRLS CONFERENCE – SECURE 2013 – HELD IN H
HANDS. Sept. 20-21. Calvary Bible College, 15800 Calvary
Rd., KCMO 64147. Registration is $25, $35 after Sept. 1.
Speakers include Gracia Burnham & Rachel Hamel. 816-
322-0110.
GOSPEL OF GRACE AND PEACE GATHERING WITH
JIM RICHARDS. Sept. 20, 7pm, Sept. 21, 7pm & Sept. 22,
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10am and 7pm. Faith Ministries Community Church, 1222
Blue Ridge Ext., Grandview, MO 64030.
SERIOUSLY DATING/ENGAGED PREMARITAL CLASS.
6:30-8pm, Wednesdays starting Sept. 25. Pleasant Valley
Baptist Church, 1600 N 291 Hwy, Liberty, MO. This class
will help engaged couples understand if they’ve made the
right decision and get deeper understanding of each
other while also helping dating couples better understand
if they are right for each other. 816-781-5959.
ADVENTURES IN FAITH 2013. Sept. 25-27. Ottawa Uni-
versity, Ottawa, KS. Free. Spon. by The Fredrikson Center
for Faith and Church Vitality. This Year’s Themes: Educa-
tion – “Make a Difference”; Arts & Sciences – “Changes a
Life”; Athletics – “Help Another”; Faith – “Build the King-
dom”; Business – “Servant Leadership”.
www.ottawa.edu or 866-324-8788. 
THE PATHWAY JOURNALISM CONFERENCE. Sept. 26
& 27. MO Baptist Convention, 400 E High St., Jefferson
City, MO. 573-636-0400 ext. 313. 
WOMEN OF FAITH. Sept. 27-28 (9/27, 7-10pm & 9/28,
9am-5pm). Sprint Center, 1407 Grand Boulevard, KCMO
64106. Presenters: Sheryl Brady, Christine Caine, Jen
Hatmaker, Kari Jobe, MercyMe, Anita Renfroe & Lysa
TerKeurst. www.wommenoffaith.com.
DOUG GREENWOLD. September 27th, 7-10 p.m., Sep-
tember 28th, 8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. Westbrooke Church,
9777 Antioch Road, Overland Park, KS 66212. 913-888-
4650. $25 per person, $45 per couple before 9/20/13.
Special student rate: $15
ONE-DAY MINISTRY BOOTCAMP. September 28, 9am
– 3pm. World Revival Church, KCMO. Pastors are encour-
aged to bring their ministry teams. Registration is on-
line at www.worldrevivalchurch.com or by calling
816-777-0711.
ARMOND MORALES.Oct. 6, 6pm. Church on the Rock
Outreach Center, 1700 SW Market St., Lee’s Summit, MO.
816-246-7625.
SCHOOL OF POWER AND LOVE. Oct. 9-12. City Church,
Olathe, KS. Featured speakers: Bob Hazlett, Todd White
and Tom Ruotolo. www.powerandlove.org or 877-557-

6937. 
AMAZING GRACE: SECOND CHANCES.Oct. 19, 12:30 –
4:30 p.m. New Hope Church, 4330 North Oak, KCMO.
$20 at door. 816-454-1521. Spon. by Moving on Min-
istries. See ad for details. 
KANSAS CITY GLORY INVASION II.Oct. 31 – Nov. 3.
Christ Triumphant Church, 401 NE Chipman Rd., Lee’s
Summit, MO. Speakers: Kevin & Kathy Basconi and
David & Stephanie Hertzog. 816-524-6120.
RECONCILLATION WEEKEND.Nov. 1-3. Spon. by If Not
For Grace. 816-847-2911.
THE KANSAS CITY ISRAEL ACTION FORUM.Novem-
ber 17, 1:00 - 4:00 p.m. The Temple, Congregation B’nai
Jehudah, 12320 Nall Avenue, Overland Park. An insider’s
perspective: Israel’s challenges and opportunities in
2013 and beyond. Featuring David Horovitz, founding
Editor of The Times of Israel and Former Editor-in-Chief
of The Jerusalem Post. www.aipac.org/KCForum2013.
For additional information, please contact Tali Jubelirer
at 312-253-8984 or tjubelirer@aipac.org.
ONETHING 2013 YOUNG ADULT CONFERENCE. Dec.
28-31. Kansas City Convention Center. Spon. by Interna-
tional House of Prayer. Speakers include: Mike Bickle,
Francis Chan, Allen Hood, Misty Edwards, Matt Redman,
Jesus Culture & Banning Liebscher. Ihopkc.org/onething

SPECIAL CHURCH EVENTS
OrHaOlam  HOLIDAY WORSHIP. Sept. 4, 7:30pm – Erev
Rosh Hashanah; Sept. 5, 12pm – Rosh Hashanah; Sept. 13,
7:30pm – Erev Yom Kippur Kol Nidre; Sept. 14, 10am –
Yom Kippur Shabbat Service; Sept. 14, 6pm – Neilah pic-
nic at Harmon Park, Prairie Village, KS; Sept. 21, 10am –
Sukkot Shabbat Service. Or HaOlam Messianic Congrega-
tion, 7029 W 74th St., OPKS. 
OLD FASHIONED SUNDAY. Sept. 8, 10:30am. Church on
the Rock Outreach Center, 1700 SW Market St., Lee’s Sum-
mit, MO. Free. Special music guests: Laverne and Edith
Tripp. Once a year, we step back in time…to the good old
days. We dress up in pioneer era costumes, enjoy a great
old-fashioned church service, complete with Holy Ghost

preaching and old-fashioned Gospel music. 816-246-7625. 
2013 RACHEL HOUSE GOLF TOURNAMENT. Sept. 9, 11
a.m. registration, 1 p.m. shotgun start. Lakewood Oaks
Golf Club. Benefits: Rachel House Pregnancy Resource
Centers. www.rachelhousefriends.org 
MISSOURI RIGHT TO LIFE, STAND UP FOR LIFE AN-
NUAL BENEFIT BANQUET. Sept. 12, 6:30pm. Hilton Gar-
den Inn, 19677 E Jackson Dr., Indep., MO 64057. $35 per
person registration fee is requested in advance. Speaker:
Susan Jaramillo. Send your reservation to MRL Western
Region, 9504 E 63rd St, SU 103, KCMO 64133 or register
online at www.mrlWesternRegion.org. 
1ST ANNUAL PING-PONG EVENT. Sept. 14, 12:00 regis-
tration & lunch, 12:30pm tournament begins & 4pm
awards. Avenue of Life, 721 N 31st St., KCKS 66102. Single
elimination format. Funds raised will be used to mobilize
our community to equip and empower low-income indi-
viduals and families to be self-sustained and independent.
816-446-3614.
BENEFIT GARAGE SALE Promoting Life Across Mis-
souri. Friday September 13 8am - 6pm to Saturday Sep-

tember 14  8am - 4pm at 111 NE Douglas in Lee’s Sum-
mit, Mo.  It is at the corner of Douglas and Tudor across
from Lee’s Summit North High School.  This sale is in-
side so come rain or shine! We will be taking donations
of items for benefit, at the sale location on September
12th from 8:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. Please call 816-806-
4168 to make other arrangements if unable to drop off
on that date.
APPLE FESTIVAL 2013. Sept. 14, 9am-3pm. First Baptist
Church, 58 Highway & South Washington St., Raymore,
MO. Great FREE Childrens’ Area with Bounce Houses,
Games, Prizes & Face Painting. Handmade quilt & craft
auction. Handmade craft sales. Food including Breakfast,
Lunch and a Variety of Apple Treats. Live Christian Enter-
tainment. 1-800-264-6224.
LOVE’S OUTREACH FOOD DISTRIBUTION. Sept. 14,
11am-12:30pm. Church on the Rock Outreach Center, 1700
SW Market St., Lee’s Summit, MO. Free food for families in
need. Valid ID and proof of residency required to partici-
pate. 816-246-7625.
NATIONAL BACK TO CHURCH SUNDAY. Sept. 15!
KIDS KLUB BOUNCE BACK CELEBRATION. Sept. 15,
4pm. Osawatomie Wesleyan Church, 406 4th St., Os-
awatomie, KS. 913-755-3453.
AUDITIONS. Greenleaf Music & Arts Academy is enrolling
for audition slots on Monday, Sept. 16 for our Christmas
Comedy Dessert Theater and for audition slots on Mon-
day, Oct. 14 for our February musical, Ekklesia. Please call
us with your email address if you would like more infor-
mation about either or both productions. www.greenleaf-
studio.org or 913-397-7071.
ANNUAL KANSAS CITY PRO-LIFE BENEFIT DINNER.
Sept. 20, 7pm. Kansas City Marriott Downtown – Muehle-
bach Tower, 200 West 12th St., KCMO. Spon. by Vitae
Foundation. 800-393-5791.
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD COUNTDOWN
EVENS. Sept. 22, Noland Road Baptist Church, Indep., MO,

2pm & Grace Community Church, Smithville, MO, 7:30pm.
Speaker: Vladimir “Ted” Foreman. www.samari-
tanspurse.org
BENEFIT BINGO PARTY, SILENT AUCTION & RAFFLE.
Sept. 26, 8pm. Hamburger Mary’s, 101 Southwest Boule-
vard, KCMO. All funds raised will be used to help feed and
clothe the children and families and to furnish the new
community center in the East African nation of Tanzania. 
11TH ANNUAL TGIW/CTC/PMM/DLC GOLF TOURNA-
MENT. Sept. 26, Registration and lunch at 10:30am; tee
off at 12:30pm. Creekmoor Golf Club, Raymore, MO. 816-
525-6339 or 816-885-1306.
LORD OF LIFE LUTHERAN CHURCH FALL GIANT
GARAGE SALE/MOPS BAKE SALE. Thursday, Septem-
ber 26 and Friday, September 27, 2013 at Lord of Life
Lutheran Church, 3105 W 135th Street, Leawood, KS. The
church is located between Mission Road and State Line on
135th Street. Sale hours will be from 7:30 AM to 5:00 PM
on Thursday and 7:30 AM to 3:30 PM on Friday. ALL ITEMS
WILL BE HALF PRICE ON FRIDAY. 300 families donate to
this sale. The sale benefits church missions and min-
istries. 913-681-5167.
PLAZA HEIGHTS CHRISTIAN ACADEMY 12TH ANNUAL
GOLF CLASSIC. Sept. 27. Stone Canyon, Blue Springs, MO.
For more information on this fundraiser that helps keep
affordable Christian education available in the Kansas
City metropolitan area, please contact Tim Asher at 816-
228-0670.
BIRTHRIGHT GARAGE SALE. Sept. 28, 8am-5pm.
Birthright Pregnancy Center, 6309 Walnut, KCMO. Dona-
tions can be brought to Birthright garage the week of the
garage sale. Please exclude auto parts, tires, mattresses,
baby cribs/furniture, car seats, console TV’s, computers &
adult clothes. For pick up, please call Mary at 816-392-
3684 or Greg at 816-213-2683. For more information call
816-392-3684.
“WALK-IN-LOVE” 5K, SILENT AUCTION & RAFFLE.
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Sept. 28, 7:30am-5pm. Lone Elm Park, Olathe, KS. Face
painting, animal balloons and events for the entire family.
www.walkinlovetanzania.com
HOLIDAY OF HOPE. Sept. 28, 6-10pm. The Ritz Charles,
9000 W. 137th St., OPKS. $75 per person, includes dinner
and two complimentary drink tickets – casual cocktail at-
tire. Spon. by & Benefits Johnson County Christmas Bu-
reau. www.jccb.org
BENEFIT FOR TABITHA’S CLOSET MINISTRY. Sept. 28,
6pm. First Christian Church, 125 S. Pleasant, Indep., MO.
Tabitha Ministry Inc. helps women coming from abusive
situations, addictions and prison. 816-252-6100.
SACRED STEPS 5K RUN/WALK. Sept. 28, 8am. Church
of the Resurrection, 13720 Roe Ave., Leawood, KS. All pro-
ceeds raised will go directly to address the needs of those
living in poverty in the Democratic Republic of the Congo
(DRC) and all of Africa. 913-897-0120.
RIDERS FOR RIDERS. Sept. 28, registration starts at
9:30am at Blue Springs Harley Davidson. Registration is
$25/rider and $15/passenger. Pre-register at
www.Jakesclub.org for only $20. Lunch will be served at
the end of the ride. www.Jakesclub.org
LOVE’S OUTREACH COMMUNITY FOOD DISTRIBU-
TION IN PLEASANT HILL. Sept. 28, 9am-10am. Cass Co.
Fairgrounds, 308 W. Commercial, Pleasant Hill, MO. Free
food for families in need. Valid ID & proof of residency re-
quired to participate. Free and open to the public. 816-
246-7625.
CHRISTIAN COLLEGE FAIR. Sept. 30, 6pm-8pm.
Maranatha Christian Academy, 6826 Lackman Rd.,
Shawnee, KS. Open to the public. 913-631-0637.
IF NOT FOR GRACE BANQUET.Oct. 3. Hosted by
speaker, author, and songwriter Gwen Smith. 816-668-
4861.
MISSOURI LIFE CHAIN.Oct. 6, 1:30-2:30, meet at Our
Lady of Lourdes parking at 1pm. Blue Ridge at Gregory
Blvd, Raytown, MO. The Life Chain is a public witness,
prayerful hour for the unborn. www.LifeChain.net
Priscilla Moran. 816-322-2007.
KANSAS LIFE CHAIN.Oct. 6, 1:30-2:30pm. Parallel Pkwy
at Village West Pkwy. The Life Chain is a public witness,
prayerful hour for the unborn. www.LifeChain.net Kim
Wetzel-Williams. 913-334-4264.
2013 RUN FOR A CHILD RACHEL HOUSE BENEFIT.Oct.
12. The 5K starts on N. Norton and Vivion adjacent to Pen-
guin Park, and the 1 mile family fun walk winds through
the park for a scenic morning trek along Lakewood
Greenway Lake. www.rachelhousefriends.org
HOLMESWOOD’S FALL FESTIVAL.Oct. 12, 11-2pm.
Holmeswood Baptist Church, 9700 Holmes Rd., KCMO.
Rain or shine! Game Kart, Moon Walk, Games and Prizes,
hot dogs, hamburgers, All Free! 816-942-1729.
TALL OAKS GALA 2013.Oct. 18, 5:30pm Stadium Tours,
6pm Silent Auction and Fellowship, 7:30pm Dinner and
9pm Live Auction. Aarowhead Stadium, 1 Arrowhead Dr.,
KCMO 64129. A behind-the-scenes look at the Chiefs Hall
of Honor, Press Box, Locker Room and more! 913-301-
3004.
MOTHER'S REFUGE BENEFIT - TASTE OF COMPAS-
SION.November 2, 5 to 8 pm. Truman Memorial Hall, 416
W. Maple, Independence, Mo 64050. Tickets $25--Call 816-
353-8070

FINE ARTS
LAURA MCPHEE: RIVER OF NO RETURN. Through
Sept. 22, open Tues. – Thur. 10-4, Fri.-Sat. 10-9, Sun 11-5.
Kemper Museum of Contemporary Art, 4420 Warwick
Blvd., KCMO 64111. Free admission and parking. The exhi-
bition’s theme is a look at the landscape and culture of
the American West with a special focus on the Sawtooth
Valley in central Idaho. 816-753-5784. 
DETHRONING THE PRINCE BALLET. Sept. 6 & 7, 7pm.
Liberty Performing Arts Center, Liberty, MO. Tickets are
$20 at the door, $15 in advance, $10 seniors. Dramatic-
Truth.org.
FALL PAGEANT, “THE STORY.” Sept. 7 and 8, 6:30 pm,
Timothy Lutheran Ministries, 301 SW Wyatt Rd, Blue
Springs MO 64014. 816-228-5300
ORGAN RECITAL. Sept. 16, 7:30pm. Gano Chapel at
William Jewell, Liberty, MO. Featuring Ahreum Han, Or-
ganist. Spon. by American Guild of Organists Greater KC
Chapter. 
UNDER ARABIAN SKIES. Sept. 21, 5-9pm. The Nelson-
Atkins Museum of Art, 4525 Oak St., KCMO 64111. Join us
for a special after-hours celebration of Islamic art, the an-
nual equinox and more! Explore the Donald J. Hall Sculp-
ture Park and the exhibition Echoes: Islamic Art and
Contemporary Artists, currently on view in the Project
Space. 816-751-1321. 
“COMEDY CABARET ON STRINGS.” Sept. 21, 11am &
2pm. Puppetry Arts Institute, 11025 E. Winner Rd., Indep.,
MO 64052. 
“AN IDEAL HUSBAND.”Oct. 10-13. Liberty Chapel,
15790 Elmwood Ave., KCMO 64147. $10/adults; $7/seniors,
students & children. Presented by Calvary Bible College
Theatre Arts. 816-322-0110.
IMPRESSIONIST FRANCE: VISIONS OF NATION LE
GRAY TO MONET. Oct. 19-Feb. 9. The Nelson-Atkins Mu-
seum of Art, 4525 Oak St., KCMO 64111. Experience the
pleasure and excitement of travelling through mid-19th
century France; from Paris to the countryside, the top of
Mont Blanc to the Mediterranean. Featuring 125 key paint-
ings and photographs, from thirty-six major museums.
816-751-1321.

FAMILY OUTINGS
SANTA-CALI-GON DAYS. Through Sept. 2, Noon-11pm,
Fri.; 10am-11pm, Sat.-Sun.; 10am-5pm, Mon. Independ-
ence Square, 112 W. Lexington St., Indep., MO 64050. Fea-
tures more than 400 crafters/vendors and more than 100
food booths, free local and nationally known country
western music on a community stage, gospel stage and
headliner stage, a midway carnival and old fashioned
contests. Free. 816-325-7111.
THAT’S THE IDEA! Through Sept. 8, Wed.-Sat., 10am-
3pm; Sun. 12pm-3pm. Kansas City Museum, East Gallery,
2nd floor, Corinthian Hall, 3218 Gladstone Blvd., KCMO
64123. Patents and inventions from the KC Museum Col-
lection. Learn about KC’s contribution to the world of
technology, from hay balers and Teflon coated frying pans
to one of the world’s first experiential film events. 816-
483-8300.
“ALIEN WORLDS AND ANDROIDS.” Through Sept. 8,
10am-5pm. Union Station KC, 30 W Pershing Rd., KCMO
64108. In this interactive exhibition, you will join scientists
in their search for alien life within and beyond our solar
system, discover strange alien-like creatures found here
on Earth, and learn about the technologies used to ex-
plore remote solar system and extreme environments
found on Earth. 816-460-2020.
“NATURE CONNECTS: LEGO BRICK SCULPTURES.”

Through Sept. 29. Powell Gardens, 1609 NW Hwy. 50,
Kingsville, MO 64061. $10/adults, $9/seniors, $4/children
ages 5-12. 816-697-2600.
KANSAS CITY RENAISSANCE FESTIVAL. Through Oct.
14, 10am-7pm; Weekends only. 628 N 126th St., Bonner
Springs, KS 66012. $19.95 adults, $10.95 children. 800-373-
0357. 
“HARMONIES OF THE HOMEFRONT.” Through Oct. 27.
National World War I Museum at Liberty Memorial, 100
W. 26th St., KCMO. 816-888-8100.
FRED HARVEY: THE MAN, THE BRAND, AND THE
AMERICAN WEST. Through Jan. 4. Concourse Gallery,
400 W Pershing Rd., KCMO. 866-272-6272. 
REAL PIRATES. Through Jan. 5. Union Station, 30 W. Per-
shing Rd., KCMO. 816-460-2020.
KANSAS CITY CHALK AND WALK. Sept. 7, 11am-8pm &
Sept. 8, 11am-5pm. Crown Center Square, 2450 Grand
Blvd., KCMO. Artists start with empby squares of asphalt
and by the end of the weekend, these squares will be
transformed into magnificent pieces of artwork. Featur-
ing street painters, street performers, live entertainment,
fine selection of foods, hands-on activities & fine art out-
side gallery and museum walls. 816-517-2791.
SHOAL CREEK LIVING HISTORY MUSEUM. Sept. 7,
9am-2pm. 7000 NE Barry Road, KCMO, 64156. 19th Cen-
tury re-enactors will bring the village to life in first person
character. Civil war skits & skirmishes; food and craft ven-
dors; family activities & demonstrations. 816-792-2655.
GREEN DIRT FARM TOUR. Sept. 14, 10am-2pm. Weston,
MO. An hour-long tour at the farm offers a glimpse into
the inner workings of our dairy and creamery. $8 in ad-
vance. www.facebook.com/greendirtfarm.
82ND ANNUAL PLAZA ART FAIR. Sept. 20, 5-10pm;
Sept. 21, 10am-10pm; Sept. 22, 11am-5pm. Featuring 240
artists, three live music stages, kids art workshop & 27
Plaza Restaurants. 816-753-0100. 
21ST ANNUAL WALDO FALL FESTIVAL. Sept. 21. 75th
and Wornall Rd., KCMO. During the day, there will be in-
flatables and rides for the children, a tent full of area busi-
nesses and associations, entertainment on the hour,
every hour, and area food vendors selling their wares.
816-523-5553.
32ND ANNUAL “PIC PICKIN’-CHICKEN LICKIN’
FEAST” AND QUILT SHOW. Sept. 28, 4-7pm. Bingham-
Waggoner Estate, 313 W Pacific Ave., Indep., MO 64050.
Major fundraiser. $15 per ticket. 816-461-3491.

2013 AMERICAN ROYAL PARADE. Sept. 28, 9:45am.
Downtown, Pershing Rd. & Grand Blvd., KCMO 64108.
NO GAS NATIONAL RUN WATCHA BRUNG. September
28. Racing starts at 10 a.m. Kessler Park, Kansas City Mu-
seum. theeddiescustomapvclub@yahoo.com

ZOO TALES. Sept. 28, 8am-5pm. Swope Park, 6800 Zoo
Dr., KCMO 64132. Zoo docents will share engaging stories
about their favorite animals and exhibits using amazing
biofacts. These docents are ready for your most pressing
zoo-related questions. 816-513-5800.

Metro Voice ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––metrovoicenews.com � facebook.com/metrovoicenews––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––September 2013  •  17

“WE JOINED THE TOWN AND GAVE 
MICHAEL HIS FIRST REAL HOME.”

  

Boys Town Offers:
 » Extensive training and support
 » $50,400/year plus excellent benefits package
 » Rent free, utilities paid, and company vehicle
 » Nationally recognized program
 » The opportunity to change the lives of youth
 » Earn college credit while you work

 boystown.org/careers  
btrecruiter@boystown.org
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REAL PIRATES AT UNION STATION,
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It may be easy for one to celebrate his
or her faith when things are going great,
but when tragedy strikes – from per-
sonal loss to the Boston Marathon
bombing to the Sandy Hook Elemen-
tary tragedy – many find themselves
wrestling with the notion of God and
wondering how any good can possibly
come from such painful situations.
Christian filmmaker and former

“Growing Pains” star Kirk Cameron at-
tempts to shed light on these issues in
his new documentary “Unstoppable,”
which encourages conversation about
God, suffering, and hope from what he
says is a deeply personal place.
“I had a friend who just passed away

from cancer; he was 15 years old. His
family loves God and prays to God and
they are still in church. My grandfather
is in the hospital right now, and we look
at the Boston bombing, and school
shootings, and this is a question that has
destroyed some people’s faith,”
Cameron told FOX411’s Pop Tarts col-
umn. “How can God allow these things
to happen, and that is what I seek to un-
cover in this film. What should have de-
stroyed my faith, made it stronger.”
Both Cameron and his sister – “Full

House” star Candace Cameron Bure –
are among a relatively small group of
outspoken Evangelical Christians in the
Hollywood community, but Cameron,
42, says backlash from peers no longer
carries a sting.
“Every candle that gets lit in the dark

room must feel a little rejection from the
darkness around it, but the last thing I

want from those who hold a different
worldview to me is to accept me. I don’t
want their acceptance,” he continued.
“What I want is for them to be trans-
formed and see the light of what I am
trying to say to them.”
  According to the father of six – four

of whom were adopted – Hollywood
isn’t the only place where faith is becom-
ing a rarity.
  “Not just in Hollywood, but as a

country we’ve got political forces and
media forces that are pulling us further
and further away from a traditional
world view. It has been happening even
more so over the last five to 10 years. But
just right under the surface are millions
of people who want it get back the val-
ues and principles that made this such

a great nation in the first place,” he said.
“It can be easy to cave in to the current
point of view, whether it is about life or
family or marriage or faith or politics.
People want to be liked by other people
so they adopt other people’s standards,
but for me, my standard had always
been true.”
“Unstoppable” got some unintended

publicity in July when Facebook sud-
denly blocked links to its promotional
site. The social media giant promptly
apologized, claiming that it was
“misidentified as potential spam or mal-
ware site,” and headlines such as “Kirk
Cameron Gets Free Publicity For His
Film Being Banned” quickly ensued.
“It wasn’t free, it cost those detractors

a little bit of pride because they are the
ones that caused it,” he explained. “I ac-
tually do appreciate the safety mecha-
nisms that Facebook has on its site so we
can always click that button which al-
lows us to report if something is inap-
propriate or unsafe, and I think that’s
what happened. There were people out
there who organized together and said,
‘we don’t like the movie Kirk Cameron
is making’ and clicked the button and

got it shut down.”
Cameron said there's nothing inap-

propriate in his film.
“I want (audiences) to come out say-

ing, ‘I used to be afraid of the questions
of why does God let bad things happen
to good people, but now after seeing
‘Unstoppable,’ I have more faith than
ever before,” Cameron said. “That they
believe that God is in control and can be
trusted, even through my trials and
painful experiences, he is creating some-
thing in me that is unstoppable.”
In a one-night only live event on Sep-

tember 24, “Unstoppable” will play in
hundreds of theaters nationwide in-
cluding Kansas City. If you want to sup-
port a Christian-owned theatre, see it at
the new Blue Springs 8 Theatre. Un-
stoppable will be followed in Oct. with
the release of Unlimited (see MV story
in Aug. edition or this issue).
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Kirk Cameron doc 'Unstoppable' asks toughest question after tragedy strikes
‘Unstoppable’ got some
unintended publicity in
July when Facebook 

suddenly blocked links to
its promotional site

moviereview
Hollie McKay | FNS



Laura Story will be releasing a new
album at the end of the month. Aptly ti-
tled God of Every Story, the Grammy
winning singer/songwriter/speaker says
that these songs tell individual tales with
one common factor.
  "God of Every Story is a collection

of songs about where God's love and
grace intersect with our real life situa-

tions," she said in a re-
cent interview. "It’s
about God working
all things together for
good and love always
winning." 

  The album is produced by Ed Cash,
who also has producing credits with
artists including Chris Tomlin and
Steven Curtis Chapman. Likewise, Story
is currently on tour with Steven Curtis
Chapman and Jason Gray on The Glo-
rious Unfolding Tour
  As Christian rock pioneers Petra cel-

ebrate 40 years in ministry, the band re-
cently released a
best-of collection of
songs that span their
four decades of serv-
ice. While the physical
album will have 27 of
their greatest hits, the download version
will include ten more songs. Both edi-
tions will also include the new recording
‘Holy Is Your Name.’
  “‘Holy Is Your Name’ is a thank you

to all our fans, but mostly a thanks to
God for all the wonderful years!” said
founding Petra member and guitarist
Bob Hartman. For more information
on Petra and what’s to come, check out
petraband.com.

  Lastly, the 44th Annual GMA Dove
Awards has announced their nominees
in 42 categories! 
  Among the nominees are Chris

Tomlin, Francesca Battistelli, Lecrae,
Tamela Mann and TobyMac for Artist
of the Year; and New Artist of the Year
includes Capital Kings, Colton Dixon,
For King & Country, Rhett Walker
Band, and Tasha Cobbs. Congrats goes
out to all of you! 
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rose out of this wheelchair and walked
around the auditorium. This ap-
peared to be a visual demonstration
of the value of sharing God’s love,
falling in line with the theme of the
ministry’s message.
  On a promotional video on the

ministry’s website,  Tom Ruotola says,
“The church of Jesus Christ is so good
about going to services, at listening to
preachers, at sitting and saying ‘Amen’.
What we’re not good at is taking the
love of God outside the church meet-
ings; taking it out to the people out
there that really need it. And what the
schools of Power and Love does is
helps you to become equipped to be
able to say, ‘I can do this’.”
  Todd White, another leader of the

conferences states says that the schools

help individu-
als “enter into
a level of bold-
ness you never
thought possi-
ble.”  
  “This is all

about becom-
ing love so we
can walk like
Jesus walked ‘cause Jesus walked in
love all the time,” says White.
  The conference website promises

to equip conference attendees “to take
the power of God beyond the four
walls of the church”. The ministry has
planned a training school for the Mis-
souri/Kansas region this October 9-
12. More information about the
training school and registration can
be obtained from the ministry’s web-
site at www.powerandlove.org.  

WALLS
continued from page 13

Todd White



Could the answers to some of the
church’s struggles to engage the spiritually-
disengaged American culture be found in
the life and teachings of a Catholic saint
who lived nearly 1,000 years ago? Ian Mor-
gan Cron – best-selling author, teacher,
and Episcopal priest – believes so, and his
novel Chasing Francis sets out to chart a
course to spiritual reconciliation.
The book is part story, part devotional,

and part biography. But at its core is a
serene, meditative soul that lingers long
after the story ends. With a quiet, tactful
purpose, it acutely diagnoses some of the
western church’s failings, and proposes the
cure might be found in Saint Francis of As-
sisi. In fact, it is thought the wide influence
of St. Francis and his efforts to reform the
church is the reason the new Pope chose to

honor him by taking on
his name.  
Of course, all this starts

with a story. Mega-church
pastor Chase Falson finds
himself in a crisis of faith
after a series of personal
setbacks ending with the
death of the daughter of his friend and
church member Maggie Harmon. He
aptly describes the crumbling of his shal-
low, neatly-constructed beliefs early in the
book.
In his grief, Falson inexplicably reaches

out to his “Uncle Kenny,” a Catholic spiri-
tual director in Assisi, Italy. Kenny invites
him to visit, and Falson accepts. Once in
Italy, Falson embarks on a pilgrimage,
equal parts physical and spiritual. At every
step, Falson finds the profound, sincere ex-
pressions of Christianity chipping away at

his doubt. 
Cron makes the point that the world in

which Saint Francis lived – poised on the
cusp of modernity – is similar to the world
of today, in which a post-modern rela-
tivism threatens to consume the identity
of the American church. 
Chasing Francis is a compelling narra-

tive with delightful characters and memo-
rable images of the sights, sounds, and
smells of Italy. But under the surface lie
profound spiritual truths, so finely woven
into the fabric that the story becomes a
parable. It gracefully walks the delicate bal-
ance between storytelling and didactic
teaching. 
As such, it’s the kind of book with the

power to prompt anyone who reads it to
take a long, hard look at the foundations
of their faith. What they encounter might
lead them on pilgrimage of their own.
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Suppport your
local Christian
Bookstores

Chasing Francis offers a pilgramage to the truth 
by Glenn McCarty
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As of this deadline, Aug. 20,
the Royals are 6 games out of
the Wild Card Playoff
position. The most
likely division winners
are: Detroit, Boston,
and Texas, with two
Wild Card teams
coming from: Tampa,
Oakland, Baltimore,
Cleveland, the NY
Yankees, and the Roy-
als. Disappointing was
two losses to Miami
and winning two of
five at Detroit the past
week going into arti-
cle deadline. 

But what are the Royals
chances of still making it?

They are actu-
ally, fairly de-
cent. 1. They are
legitimately in
the wild card
race. 2. They
were able to
shore up the In-
field acquiring
Emilio Bonafa-
cio and Jamey
Carroll. 3.
Danny Duffy has
stepped up to
out-duel Tiger’s

ace Justin Verlander. 4. Billy

Butler has been a better hitter
most of the month, but des-
perately needs to cut down
grounding into double plays.
5. Remaining strength of
schedule. The number of
games vs. playoff or contend-
ing teams as of this writing: the
Royals - 16, Cleveland -15,
Oakland -16, Tampa Bay -24,
NY Yankees -25, Baltimore -29.
In that, the Royals have 6 ver-
sus Cleveland. Since the other
teams all have games against
each other, the Royals stand a
good chance of “making hay”
just by beating the lower
teams. There is a crucial make-

up game with Tampa in KC.
The Royals are now unlikely to
win their division, but one of
two wild cards is still very
much in the offing. The Royals
are 21-10 since the All-Star
Break, and would have to fin-
ish 26 -13 the rest of the way
from August 20 to reach 90 -
72, which gives them a legiti-
mate chance to gain the second
wild card spot.
Their current pace says they

can do it, but they will need
the other teams in front to beat
on each other. 
All in all, it has been a great

season to date. Dayton more

has added some pieces to the
team that not only helped out
this year, but could do so for
years to come. 
Perhaps the only thing miss-

ing now is a better manager.
Ned Yost has been okay, but he
is the weakest manager among
teams vying for the playoffs
this year. Yost is the only one
yet to lead his team to the play-
offs. 
Of course you can only

manage the players you have,
but you have to get the most
out of them and avoid a pro-
longed slump, which I believe
Yost has failed to do.

As an active social media partic-
ipant and sports fan, I enjoy the
privilege of getting athletes-both
active and retired as "Friends" on
these venues. Among my friends is
former Kansas City Chief, Indi-
anapolis Colt and New York Jet de-
fensive back Dajuan Morgan.
  I had begun to notice that Da-

juan's posts were usually some-
thing like scripture verses- a
favorite habit of mine as well, or
something encouraging about
what God is doing in and through
him, and those in his family.
  As a faith-centered sports

journalist, I am all about hearing
these kinds of things from those
who are used to the spotlight but
are humble enough to realize it's
not about them. It's about sharing
Christ's love with others. I could
see that this was very much who
Morgan is. I wanted to get to know
him on a
deeper level,
beyond social
media and
catch football
fans up on the
post-NFL life
of a fellow ser-
vant of the
King.
  Mo r g an ,

like most play-
ers was all
about football
from an early
age. He was
playing with
friends and
family by age
six and organ-
ized football by
age eleven. He
was brought up
in church and even baptized at age
nine, but always thought that the
accomplishments he made were all
about him. That is until a series of
tragic events began to shake his

life. He was a player in high school
at Sun Coast High. On 8/7/03, his
family's home was
ravaged by a tornado.
They saw it coming
and Dajuan says God
instructed him to get
the family into a
closet. They survived.
Though not a total
loss, the home was
uninhabitable for
some time. He es-
caped that encounter.
On 8/22/03, a car acci-
dent left Dajuan with injuries to

his hip,
thumb and
face. His
playing fu-
ture was
suddenly
unsure.

Both his
m e n t o r
and coach,
J i m m y
Bell, and
his mother,
saw an op-
portunity
for Dajuan
to make his
way back
to football
via run-
ning track
as part of

his rehab process. He later com-
mitted to Ohio State to play foot-
ball, but wouldn't end up there.
Dajuan's scholarship was dropped

just over a week before national
signing day. He was heavily re-
cruited by the University of
Florida, but transferred to North
Carolina State. In 2008 Morgan
was drafted by the KC Chiefs- the
82nd pick in the 3rd round. He
would play two seasons in KC. He
has fond memories of his first start
as a Chief, in Jacksonville against

the Jaguars. He had
around twenty family
members and friends
in the stands. His best
game was the 2009
pre-season against
the Rams. He en-
joyed the Peachtree
restaurant in KC with
teammates Brandon
Carr, Brandon Flow-
ers and Jamaal
Charles.

During his
days at North Carolina State he
met Eryn. They had a son in June,
2010. Also in 2010, after being re-
leased by the KC Chiefs, Dajuan's
next stop was Indianapolis with
the Colts. I asked his impression of
Peyton Manning. He says Peyton
is "the real deal". What you see on
Sunday is also the QB you see in
practice. Dajuan was impressed
with how well Peyton can read de-
fenses and change plays in accor-
dance. And that he’s a really nice
guy. Dajuan’s stay with the Colts
was brief.
  Signed by the Jets on 8/2/11,

his stay lasted only 15 days. Long
enough to begin forming some
lasting friendships. Like with then
Rookie Devon Morgan. Dajuan
spoke of Derrell Revis, who took
time to speak to Dajuan's brother
Deandre Morgan, by phone, and
give him some advice and encour-
agement. Deandre also played at
North Carolina State before trans-
ferring to Northern Alabama. Da-
juan was later very briefly signed

by the Canadian Football team,
the Montreal Alouettes. His quick
release by them made him realize
that his days in football were sadly
over.
  Dajuan was still living for

himself and his football accom-
plishments, and yet unaware that
God had better things for him. He
was involved in alcohol and
promiscuity. In early 2012 he woke
up one day, sat on the edge of his
bed, confessing to God that he
knew he was wrong, was headed
nowhere, and wanted to give it all
up and live for Christ instead of
himself. 
This included confessing his

transgressions to Erin. He also had
a friend, named Shameka that he
had also been spending time with
while still with Erin. The pastor
asked him at one point where “his
wife” was. He assumed he and Erin
would patch things up and even-
tually get married. But the Pastor
told him that the young lady he
was with at church was "his wife".
He and Erin broke off their rela-
tionship in May, 2012. Dajuan

went to Florida, while Erin and
their son, who turned three on
6/5/13, continue to live in North
Carolina, and Dajuan travels there
often to visit. It was mutually
agreed that this was what was best
for their son.
  Morgan’s aunt soon encour-

aged him toward a week long fast-
ing and prayer session. It was then
God spoke to him and told him to
keep following this new course in
his life-of giving everything to God
instead of living for himself, so he
could continue to protect, and
provide for his family.  He also saw
that indeed Shameka was the one
for him. In November, 2012 he
and  Shameka were married. They
currently reside in Miramar, Fla.
and have a child on the way. They
are active in New Vision For Christ
Ministries in North Miami,
Florida, where they serve in vari-
ous areas and Dajuan is seeking
God's direction toward an even-
tual full-time ministry situation.
But in the interim, my friend and
brother in Christ ministers
through social media every day. 

The Royals Path to the Playoffs

SCHEDULES

Metro Voice is proud to introduce our new monthly sports section! Sports fans young and old can now look forward to monthly columns including pro-
files on present and past high school, college and pro players, coverage of recently held sports clinics, tournaments and or/fundraisers. Monthly
schedules for your favorite teams, recognition of recent notable accomplishments by various sports organizations, fantasy sports coverage, tips and
more. But most importantly, all this comes from writers and about players and teams that share their faith in the process! We hope you enjoy this new
monthly feature, and will give us your feedback along the way, so we can always strive to provide Metro Voice readers the very best faith-centered
sports coverage! 

KANSAS CITY ROYALS
www.kcroyals.com
9/1-@ Toronto Blue Jays
9/2-9/5-Seattle Mariners-Home
9/6-9/8-Detroit Tigers-Home
9/9-9/11-@ Cleveland Indians
9/12-Off
9/13-9/15-@ Detroit Tigers
9/16-9/18-Cleveland Indians-Home
9/19-Off
9/20-9/22-Texas Rangers-Home
9/23-9/25-@ Seattle Mariners
9/26-9/29-@ Chicago White Sox

KANSAS CITY T-BONES
www.tbonesbaseball.com
9/1-9/2-@ Wichita Wingnuts

KANSAS CITY CHIEFS FOOTBALL  
www.kcchiefs.com 
9/8-@ Jacksonville Jaguars-Noon
9/15-Dallas Cowboys-Home-Noon
9/19-@ Philadelphia Eagles-
7:25pm
9/29-New York Giants-Home-Noon

SPORTING KC SOCCER 
www.sportingkc.com
9/7-Columbus-7:30pm-Home
9/21-@ Toronto FC-3pm
9/27-Philadelphia-7pm-Home

MISSOURI TIGERS FOOTBALL  
www.mutigers.com 
9/7-Toledo-2:30pm-Home
9/21-@ Indiana-7pm
9/28-@ Arkansas State-TBA

KU FOOTBALL
www.kuathletics.com  
9/7-South Dakota-7pm-Home
9/14-@ Rice-Houston, Tx-6:30pm
9/21-Louisiana Tech-TBA

NASCAR
www.nascar.com 
SPRINT CUP
9/1-Advocare 500-Atlanta Motor
Speedway-6:30pm
9/7-Federated Auto Parts 400-
Richmond Int Speedway-6:30pm
9/15-Geico 400-Chicagoland
Speedway-Joliet, Ill-1pm
9/22-Sylvania 300-New Hampshire
Motor Speedway-1pm
9/29-AAA 400-Dover International
Speedway-1pm
NATIONWIDE SERIES
9/6-Virginia 529 College Savings
250-Richmond Int Spdwy-6:30pm
9/14-Dollar General 300-
Chicagoland Speedway-2:30pm
9/21-Kentucky 300-Kentucky
Speedway-6:30pm
9/28-Dover 200-Dover Intern.
Speedway-2:30pm
CAMPING WORLD TRUCK SERIES
9/1-Chevrolet Silverado 250-Cana-
dian Tire Motorsport Park-1pm
9/8-Iowa 200-Iowa Speedway-2pm
9/13-Nascar Camping World Truck
Series 225-Chicagoland Spdwy-
7:30pm
9/28-Smith's 350-Las Vegas Motor
Speedway-7:30pm

TIM 
BLACO

Where are former pro athletes now? Volume 1: Dajuan Morgan

JOSH LOW II

As an active social media
participant and sports fan,
I have always enjoyed the

privilege of getting 
athletes-both active and
retired as "Friends" on

these venues, and among
my friends is former
Kansas City Chief, 

Indianapolis Colt and New
York Jet Defensive Back

Dajuan Morgan.



ENROLLMENT IS NOW OPEN AT CHRIS-
TIAN ACADEMY AND COLLEGE.  For a
free packet of information call 816-356-
6380, email: info@heartofamericaminis-
tires.com or visit our web site at:
http://www.heartofamericaministries.com/
heart.php OUR CHRISTIAN ACADEMY is a
great school for boys and girls, Pre-school
through 12th grade. We provide the most
quality education in a safe, loving Christian
environment which is conducive to learn-
ing.  OUR BIBLE COLLEGE is training Chris-
tian Workers, both Pastors and Laymen, to
serve as leaders in the Kingdom of God
both locally, nationally and internationally.
Students may participate by attend resi-
dent classes as well as taking Correspon-
dent/Online Courses. 

HELP WANTED: Local Manufacturing and
Distribution Company is looking for moti-
vated individuals to work in the South
Kansas City/Belton/Harrisonville
area.Hours: 36-48 hours weekly (12 hour
shifts: 3-4 days per week) Overtime:
weekly, All Shifts Available. Pay: up to
$11.25/hr. Call 816.380.1713 for more infor-
mation or apply at www.workatfocus.com

FOR SALE Beautiful 4-Bedroom Home FSBO -
$229,900 / 816-830-3782.  509 Fairway
Road, Belton, MO, 4 br, 3.5 baths, Family
Room with custom entertainment center,
kitchenette.Open House Sept. 8, from 2 - 5
pm. www.forsalebyowner.com

AARON’S GUITAR SCHOOL Learn guitar
in a Christian setting.  All ages. All styles.
Acoustic or Electric.  www.aarons-guitar-
school.com   913-708-2985
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DINING/SMOKE FREE: The Big Biscuit; 16506 East 40 Hwy. Independence, MO •
(816)478-6958 Mon.-Sat. 6:30am-2:30pm • Sun. 7:30am-2:30pm Smoke Free/Family
Friendly Every Wed. Seniors-20% OFF · Black Angus Burgers · Sandwiches · Specials · Sal-
ads · Breakfast All Day

COMPUTERS REPAIR/MAINTENANCE:Wellspring Computer Services - Gary Johnson,
owner - cell 913-205-9718; www.wellspring4you.com. Virus removal, wireless and ethernet
network setup, memory and component upgrades, operating system reinstallations, re-

mote support options available. Servicing Windows XP, Windows Vista and limited Mac
support. 

FAMILY, CRIMINAL AND PERSONAL INJURY LAW: The Kelly Law Firm, Melissa Kelly
Schroeder, representing Kansas and Missouri clients.  As you turn to your faith for guid-
ance, turn to our firm for your legal needs.  For honest and effective representation call
913-451-1119.  See also  www.thekellylawfirm.com

GUITAR LESSONS: Aaron's Guitar School.  9502 Outlook Dr., Overland Park, KS
66207www.aarons-guitar-school.com  913-708-2985

RENTAL:Accent Rentals – 205 E. 13th Ave.North Kansas City • 816-471-2522. We can help
make your special event a success. We supply canopies, tents, tables, chairs, linens, flat-
ware, china, silver, glassware, dance floors, staging, booths, backdrops and astroturf. 

business&professional

Place your classifed ad with the Metro Voice!  Call today: 816.524.4522

Visit 
our website 
today at:

www.epoxycracks.com

Call us at: 816-507-1093 



throughout – a place for Clubs, Organizations, Educa-
tional Groups, Associations, and Corporations to retreat
from the chaos of daily life and indulge in a quiet, calm
setting to focus on the important business at hand. The
Country Estate appeals also as a traditional, classic set-
ting for weddings and important family gatherings.

Facilities available for enjoyment: A 17-room Colonial
Estate including 3 bathrooms, 4 changing rooms, a mod-
ern catering kitchen, dining and meeting rooms on three
floors - Indoor seating & tables for up to 85 guests - Out-
door seating & tables for up to 200 guests, with space
for more if needed - Refrigerated storage for flowers -

Gazebo for wedding ceremonies – Large outdoor grill -
Fire pit - Large patio for dancing or seating – Outdoor
lighting - Wishing well - Pond - Nature trail and more!

Located just one mile from Interstate 70, this prop-
erty, with its wildlife, wildflowers and pure country living,
is also available as a wedding venue, or can be used by
faith-based groups, corporations or families as a retreat
or conference site. It can be booked for day or evening
activities for small or large groups, as well as for an
overnight accommodation for small groups. Just take a
few minutes to sit and watch the sunset over the Flint
Hills, or listen to the sounds of the songbirds in the day,
or the crickets, coyotes, and other country critters in the
evening, and you will discover the beauty that exists hid-
den in this part of Kansas.

hard place to do ministry but one of the
most beautiful,” he said. “I found myself
able to see things through the lens.”

Must tell their story
While the trip touched him deeply, he

struggled with the realization that few out-
side the reservations were even aware of
what has been happening. “When I came
back, no one knew what I was talking
about.... I felt overwhelmed that people
didn’t know...about their [the Lakota]
plight,” he said.
Caddy put together a display of Native

American art, including his photographs
from the trip. Then he invited David
Johnson from Silent Images to speak in a
chapel service. A not-for-profit, Silent Im-
ages recruits professional photographers
to assist other nonprofits with “advocacy
photography” to tell the stories of the
voiceless or oppressed.
While listening to Johnson’s presenta-

tion, Caddy thought, “Wow, this is what
needs to happen for the Lakota.”
Johnson suggested Caddy put together

a photo team to tell the Lakota story. In the
meantime, Caddy continued to head to
South Dakota, taking student teams and
his family with him on most of the nine
trips he has made.
Last fall, he recruited a team of 13 stu-

dents and two others, including Todd
Walker, an SBU alum who had become a
professional photographer, as a photo
team. They met every week for 13 weeks
beginning in January to learn about the

Lakota and plan the project.
“About half of the people I talked to

knew about Wounded Knee” [site of the
last major U.S. military strike to subdue
Native Americans on Dec. 29, 1890, and
called the Wounded Knee Massacre], he
explained. “There is a huge need to let
people know about their history, their
struggles and their ongoing struggle.”
The photo team spent from May 20-29

on the Cheyenne River Reservation, with
their base at Cherry Creek. Most mission
groups do not have the opportunity to
stay on the Lakota reservations, instead
sleeping elsewhere and returning for min-
istry each day.
Caddy connected with and is now part-

nering with Anthony Hanson, a Lakota
and founder of New Hope Native Ameri-
can Mission in Cherry Creek.
Before the team could begin photo-

graphing the people and their daily life,
members had to build trust with the com-
munity, Caddy explained. For about five
days, team members did service projects,
helping set up a community garden and
presenting a seminar on growing and pre-
serving produce.
They built a pavilion next to the ceme-

tery as a place for the community to serve
funeral meals. And they built 25 crosses
for the cemetery to help replace those lost
when a planned burn got out of control.
Then they took pictures — lots of

them, Caddy said. About 5,000 that they
are culling and editing and that will be-
come the basis of two phases for getting
the Lakotas’ story out.
They have targeted November for the

release of Phase I, a display of photos that
Caddy hopes to be able to share, not only

at SBU, but also on other college campuses
and in local churches.
Phase II will be producing and publish-

ing a coffee-table book of photos, with the
proceeds of book sales to benefit the
Lakota.

Repairing damage
Getting their story told is important for

a couple of reasons he said. First, in some
ways Christians are still unraveling dam-
age unintentionally done by early believ-
ers.
“The Lakota have had 500 years of mis-

sionary exposure. They have had access to
the gospel...and have been exposed to the

gospel...but still less than 2 percent are
Christian...,” Caddy explained. “Right here
in our own midst we have an unreached
people group....
“But there has been some really bad

missionary practice,” he added. He
pointed out that the Lakota were forced to
assimilate into European culture in many
ways. They were forced to send their chil-
dren to boarding school, and they were
told not to speak their heart language.
The Lakota were among the tribes most

able to sustain themselves, because they
lived off the land. As Europeans took over
prime lands and the Lakota were forced
onto small reservations, the Lakota be-
came less able to take care of their needs.
“Now they are some of the most depend-
ent people,” Caddy said.
Ziebach County, part of Cheyenne

River, is consistently first or second on the
list of most impoverished counties in the
United States. According to the U.S. Cen-
sus Bureau, nearly 44 percent of the pop-
ulation lived below the poverty line in
2011.
He hopes to work with Hanson and

New Hope’s board to “do more to help
them be sustainable,” he said. The Lakota
do “amazing” beadwork, but they have no
Internet access from which to market their
products.

Spread the gospel
Second, all people, including the

Lakota, need to hear the gospel. Caddy
said he always takes the teams he leads to

Wounded Knee because he believes it is a
“spiritual stronghold.”
But there is “an openness” right now at

Cherry Creek, he said. “I would like to use
it as a launching pad...a training center...to
train the Lakota to reach their own peo-
ple.... I hope it could become a place where
a church planting movement would
begin.”
As long as the Lord will allow, Caddy

plans to continue making treks to South
Dakota and taking students with him. The
first few times he went to Cheyenne River,
he repeatedly asked God if he was sup-
posed to move to the region to minister.
“But I realized that what I’m supposed

to do is working with the next generation
of world changers,” Caddy said. “I felt very
clearly...I’m supposed to be an advocate
and spokesperson.”
To anyone who asks why he goes,

Caddy always responds: “It’s a great place
to go to have your heart broken.” One rea-
son he has taken hundreds of students to
Cheyenne River is to have their hearts bro-
ken enough to allow them to think about
God’s purpose for them.
Most students who go are heartbroken,

he said. When they query why they have
“had it so good,” Caddy tells them they are
not asking the right question.
“The question is: What are you going

to do with your life, your possessions, your
degree?”

– Vicki Brown is the Associate Editor of
Word&Way
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PHOTOGRAPHY
continued from page 1

experience with horses.  These activities range from
pony rides for the youngest riders, to arena training
events of several levels, to trail rides on our beautiful
woodland trails.  

Tall Oaks has many outdoor areas for communing

with nature and God and it is considered “Holy Ground”
for many who come here whether using the site for a
religious retreat or other type of event.  

Tall Oaks has an excellent food service that can meet
the needs of about any type of group request as well as
special menu needs.  Holiday banquets are our specialty
in November and December.

Hope to see you soon!

The potential for success in any organization lies in
its people. A team spirit of cooperation and pride where
people cheerfully help each other makes any organiza-
tion better. On our challenge course we can schedule
team challenges, leadership training and team rescue
classes that will enhance your team’s relationships and
make them better at whatever you do. 

Whether you are planning a relaxing family time or
a multi-faceted conference we offer a full-line of serv-
ices. Let our expert staff help you plan your next staff
retreat, meeting or seminar. Our conference space is in-
cluded in your room rentals. We provide a full line of AV
equipment for rent as well as a staff to help you with
set-ups and even presentation. 

Call us today at 573-346-5200 ext. 3 and any of our
sales staff will be happy to assist you. Or visit us at win-
dermereusa.org for more information.

WINDEMERE
continued from page 9

TALL OAKS
continued from page 9

KEENE ROAD
continued from page 10

Photo by Luke Caddy

accommodations, small meeting rooms, large confer-
ence rooms and meals. Whether you come for a tour,
personal retreat, directed retreat, workshop, or just to

get away we hope that after one visit, you’ll never be a
stranger to Conception Abbey. Visit us online for more
information and a full listing of our directed retreats,
www.conceptionabbey.org/guests. May your stay be
spiritually refreshing and personally relaxing.

ABBEY
continued from page 10
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