
GREAT CONCERTS THIS FALL!

Photographers
from City Union

Mission’s early years
often captured long

lines of men waiting for
a meal, a scene typical of a

soup kitchen.  But even then
the ministry’s wise and godly

founders, Rev. David and Beulah
Bulkley, knew it would take more
than a bowl of soup to deliver lost and
broken souls from the depths of ad-
diction and despair and enable them
to rebuild their shattered lives.  Thus
began the Mission’s 90-year story
of evolution and change to em-
power the people of our

city—including its chil-
dren—to become con-

fident and
contr ibuting
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The offsite retreat. Some people love them. Some peo-
ple hate them. And it’s easy to see why. 
If done well, retreats can be a powerful way to help or-

ganizations bring about positive change. If done poorly,
retreats can be a waste of time and can actually make

things worse. Holding an effective retreat is hard work,
but organizations can get a leg up if they follow some
basic rules.

MORE THAN JUST A MEETING 
  A retreat is an offsite gathering of a group of similarly

engaged people – co-workers, team members, managers,

board members – with the purpose of digging deeply into
issues. The gathering is often held offsite so that the group
can focus and not be distracted by the goings on in an of-
fice or by their day- to-day life. Retreats are an opportu-
nity to bring people together to have conversations that
they don’t normally have.

Church takes stand
on Ferguson unrest
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WHEN SHOULD YOU PLAN AN OFF-SITE RETREAT?

by Debbie Freeman

See CITY UNION page 23

City Union Mission:
Strengthening the fabric of our
community for 90 years

The small town of Ferguson, which
has a little over 20,000 residents, is the
hotbed of racial tension after 18-year-
old Michael Brown was shot dead by
police officer Darren Wilson. Brown,
who is African-American, was un-
armed, and Wilson is a white, six-year
veteran of the police force with no
history of complaints filed against
him.
In the days following the shooting,

the streets of Ferguson were filled
with protesters, mostly peaceful, but
also some protests taking a turn for
the worse and included violence. The
Ferguson police have come under fire
from many quarters for their overuse
of force and rolling out military gear
to respond to citizens' protests.
A church in the town facing racial

unrest, Ferguson Church of the
Nazarene, is also taking a stand
against the rioting and looting. "Our
pastor went to businesses to see if
they needed clean up or man power,"
Kimberlyn Thompson, Ferguson

Nazarene church
speaks out against
looting, violence

See FERGUSON page 23

See RETREATS page 8



The Tabernacle Experience is coming
to the Kansas City area. Over 100,000
guests have participated in the life-size, in-
teractive Tabernacle of Moses around the
nation.�� �

  First Baptist Church of Platte City is
hosting the Kansas City stop of the tour.
From Friday, Sept. 26, thru Sunday, Oct. 5,
a full replica of the Tabernacle of Moses
will be open to guests at 17385 Hwy 371
in Platte City.  
This fully interactive exhibit has seven

stations that lead visitors through an Old
Testament journey that is formative as well
as informative.   
First Baptist Pastor Rusty Savage told

Metro Voice the experience is important
to Chrsitians. “The mission of our church
is to connect people with God, each other
and the needy world. The tabernacle of the
wilderness was the access point for God to
dwell with His people and for them to
draw near to Him. It was a place to meet
God and be a community of faith. We're
hoping to introduce people to that ‘abid-
ing presence’ of God and offer them a
place to come together as worship peers.
Each of the elements of the tabernacle
point to the reality that Jesus is the one
who provides us access to the presence of
God..”

  Visitors are welcome Monday
through Saturday from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.

and  Sundays from 1 p.m. to 9 p.m.  The
Tabernacle Experience is free but a $5 con-
tribution is suggested. Groups can register
online to reserve a block of time to ensure
that the group experiences it together and
individual or family walk-ups are also wel-
come.

  This replica of the portable sanctuary
remains true to the precise size and layout
of the original Tabernacle constructed by
Moses. Visitors will take a self-guided nar-
rated tour, learning at each station about
the tent that housed the Ark of the
Covenant over 3,000 years ago, as de-
scribed in great detail in the book of Exo-
dus.    
“The Tabernacle Experience was a

tremendously moving spiritual experience
that impacted many lives. You will not be
disappointed,” stated pastor Chuck Smith,
senior pastor of Costa Mesa Calvary
Chapel.

  Kay Warren, wife of senior pastor Rick
Warren of Saddlebak Church, has toured
it and was also moved by the experience,
‘The Truths of the Tabernacle are life-
changing…participating in the life-size
replica is an opportunity not to be missed
by anyone who desires a tangible, multi-
sensory experience of worship and com-
munion with God.”  

  Online reservations may be made at
tabernacleexperience.com and informa-
tion may also be obtained by calling the
church at 816-858-2018.

2 • September 2014––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––metrovoicenews.com n facebook.com/metrovoicenews ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––Metro Voice 

Questions remain concerning the
disappearance of Lynn Messer, the wife
of a well-know family policy advocate
Kerry Messer, who has been missing
since July 8.
  The search, which began on the

family’s 270-acre farm about seven
miles west of I-55 in north St.
Genevieve County, has widened to
other nearby properties, but has pro-
duced no clues as to Messer’s where-
abouts. Volunteers have been
distributing posters throughout the
state and authorities continue to oper-

ate a dedicated
phone line for
people to offer
tips (573-883-
5820, Ext.
27463).
Kerry Messer,

president of the
Missouri Family
Network, told

authorities he awoke around 4 a.m. on
July 8, and found Lynn missing, her
purse and cell phone still in the house.
A walking boot (which she had been

wearing since breaking a toe on her
right foot) also remained. He said after
a search of the house and the family
property did not turn up Lynn’s
whereabouts, his son, Aaron, called au-
thorities for him, to report her missing
at about 8 a.m.
Deputies from the St. Genevieve

Sheriff’s Department were dispatched
and were joined by a host of personnel
from other rescue and law enforce-
ment agencies. Extensive searches by
air and foot by authorities, some with

Lynn Messer

See MESSER page 6

by Dwight Widaman

Christian advocate’s wife remains missing Must-see replica of Moses
tabernacle coming to KC



You’ve probably heard of it by now, the
Ice Bucket Challenge.  
Those challenged are supposed either

to dump an ice bucket of cold water over
their head or donate to ALS research.
Most people do both, posting a video of
their icy bath.
It’s a stunt but has successfully raised

awareness of ALS as
well as donations for re-
search.  
But people should

consider where their
donations go and how
the money is used.
ALS (Amyotrophic

Lateral Sclerosis, a.k.a. “Lou Gehrig’s Dis-
ease”) is a fatal, progressive neurological
disease.  It attacks the nerves that control
voluntary muscles, so it is sometimes
termed “motor neuron disease”.  
As the nerves die, muscles weaken and

atrophy, including the muscles for breath-
ing; most people suffering from ALS die
of respiratory failure.  The cause is un-
known, and at this point there is no cure
and little that can even slow disease pro-
gression.
So raising awareness about ALS and in-

creasing support for ALS research is a
good thing.  But whether you participate
in a challenge or just donate to important
research, where should your donation go?

So far, most of the attention and mil-
lions of dollars in donation have gone to
the ALS Association.  
However, the ALSA has admitted that

it gives some of its money to embryonic
stem cell research and has no qualms
about doing so in the future.  
With these concerns mentioned in the

pro-life media, they’ve recently changed
their web page and now admit that em-
bryonic stem cell research “has raised eth-
ical concerns.”
As Rebecca Taylor has pointed out,

ALSA also has given money to an affiliate,
NEALS, that has given money to a trial
that uses stem cells derived from the spinal
cord of an aborted fetus
That trial is being run by the University

of Michigan and Emory University, and
sponsored by a company called Neural-
stem which uses aborted fetus cells for re-
search (“from the donated spinal cord
tissue of an 8-week-old aborted fetus.”)
All of the Neuralstem trials use cells de-
rived from abortion.
Project ALS, another charity for ALS re-

search, also funds embryonic stem cell re-
search.
Alternative for donations that use only
ethical stem cell sources
If you want to help the research for ALS

you can do so and benefit ethical research
in Kansas.
The Midwest Stem Cell Therapy Center

(MSCTC) at the University of Kansas
Medical Center is only a year old but is
starting an increasing number of clinical
trials and educational efforts. 

Founded by Kansas Gov. Sam Brown-
back and the Kansas legislature, the center
is quickly gaining national recognition in
ethical research.
One potential future trial would be

using adult stem cells for ALS.  Dr. Rick
Barohn, an internationally recognized ex-
pert on ALS, recently joined the Advisory
Board for the Center.
The MSCTC does not do any embry-

onic or aborted fetal stem cell research,
only adult and non-embryonic stem cell
research and clinical trials.
HOW DO I DONATE? 
To donate, click the “Make a Gift” link

in the left column of their web page at
www.kumc.edu/msctc.html
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OCTOBER 7, 2014
7:00 – 9:00 PM

MIDWESTERN BAPTIST THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
5001 NORTH OAK TRAFFICWAY

KANSAS CITY, MO 64118

DAVID PLATT
BRETT YOUNKER

WITH HARRIS IIIThe Send North America Experience Tour is 
coming to Midwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary. The SNA EXP is a gathering for the 
church that challenges you to leverage your 
life in a way that counts for the kingdom. The 
tour carries the God-sized vision for pushing 
back lostness in North America and awakens 
and empowers you to know that your life on 
mission matters. RSVP for your spot at the  
SNA EXP at sendconference.com.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Ethical ice bucket donations suggested
KU Med gets props for
new adult stem cell use

Former First Lady Laura Bush fulfills
a challenge to George Bush.

Dr. David Prentice | lifenews.com
Kansas and Missouri residents have shown themselves passionate in bringing a

little cheer and hope to those who have little.
The world’s largest Christmas project of its kind, Operation Christmas Child,

uses gift-filled shoeboxes to demonstrate God’s love in a tangible way to needy chil-
dren around the world. This November area Operation Christmas Child volunteers
will again join those supporting 4,000 drop-off sites nationwide, where gift-filled
shoeboxes will be collected and transported through a wide variety of resources,
including bicycles, camels and canoes. Each shoebox will eventually be hand-de-
livered to a child in need. For many children, this represents the first gift they have
ever received.

  Operation Christmas Child is a project of
Samaritan’s Purse, an international Christian relief
and evangelism organization headed by Franklin
Graham. Since 1993, Operation Christmas Child
has delivered gift-filled shoeboxes to more than
113 million children in more than 150 countries.

  Last year the lower Midwest region, which in-
cludes Nebraska, Kansas, Missouri, Oklahoma,
and Illinois, collected a total of 520,855 shoeboxes.
Of those, Kansas collected 90,357and Missouri 180,389–almost 50 percent of the
total, even though the combined population of our two states is just 30 percent of
that of the Lower Midwest Region. Not bad! The Kansas City area alone collected
more than 70,000 of those shoeboxes. 

  In 2014, Operation Christmas Child hopes to collect enough shoebox gifts to
reach another 10 million children in 100 countries. Individuals, families, churches
and groups have an opportunity to fill empty shoeboxes with gifts of toys, school
supplies, hygiene items and notes of encouragement. National Collection Week for
gift-filled shoeboxes is Nov. 17-24. Participants can also build a shoebox through
an online tool offering a personalized and convenient way to send a gift to a child
in one of the hardest-to-reach countries.

  Using special tracking technology, participants can follow their boxes online
and discover the country to which their gifts will be delivered to children in need.
To register a shoebox gift, use the online donation form at samaritanspurse.org.

  For more info call 817-595-2230 or visit samaritanspurse.org.            
       – By Dwight Widaman

KS/MO Powerful Force In
Annual Shoebox Collection

BAROHN



Jeff Kemp, after playing quarterback for
more than a decade in the NFL, knows all
about the potential risks and rewards
when the opponent is blitzing.
“When you get blitzed in football, it can

turn out good or bad,” he said. “It could
lead to a big loss of yardage, or it could cre-
ate a broken play that results in a big gain.”
Kemp is committed to helping men

and women deal with the blitzes of life as
vice president and HomeBuilder Catalyst
for Family Life in Little Rock, Ark. He will
share his insights for the first time in the
Kansas City area at a number of events
scheduled for Sept. 24-25. 
Kemp is the son of Jack Kemp, a former

professional quarterback, U.S. Congress-
man, vice-presidential candidate and Sec-

retary of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment. After graduating from Dartmouth
College, Jeff played professionally for the
Rams, 49ers, Seahawks and Eagles.
“I was a free agent, traded, cut, cheered

and booed,” he said. “I learned not to find
my identity in football but in Christ.”
He is convinced that a clear under-

standing of identity is the foundation for
all of life.
“The No. 1 thing I plan to share in

Kansas City is that everything in life that
is going wrong can be traced to selfishness
and a wrong perspective that life revolves
around us,” he said. “We have a hard time
in our culture finding our identity as men
and boys. Whatever we do doesn’t satisfy.
Our purpose is to have a relationship with
our creator, Jesus.”
He also believes in intentionally build-

ing strong families despite the distractions
of our culture.
“It is essential to invest in relationships

instead of consuming them,” he said “If we
aim for our own happiness, ultimately
nothing will make us happy and we take
on a consumer nature. By investing in oth-
ers, we end up with better relationships
and more happiness.”
Kemp will participate at several private

corporate events as well as the following
events that are open to the public:

n Teaching God’s Infinite Wisdom
(TGIW) 13th anniversary celebration,
6:30 a.m. on Sept. 24 at The Stanley Event
Space at 308 SE Douglas St. in Lee’s Sum-
mit. The event is open to all men, and
Kemp will speak on the topic of “Han-
dling the Blitzes of Life”.

n  Family and Parenting Seminar, 6:30
p.m. on Sept. 24, also at The Stanley Event
Center.

n  Twelfth Annual TGIW/CTC/PMM/
DLC Golf Tournament in Raymore, Mo.
This event is open only to registered
golfers. (For more information, please visit
www.characterthatcounts.org.)
“I guarantee you will be greatly bless

and encouraged by what you will hear
from Jeff at any of these speaking engage-
ments,” said Rod Handley, founder and
president of Character That Counts.

An estimated 50,000 books will soon be
loaded into large containers and shipped
to at least two large theological schools in
Africa, as a result of the recent consolida-
tion of Central Bible College and the As-
semblies of God Theological Seminary
with Evangel University, in Springfield,
Mo.

  The majority of the books are des-
tined for the West Africa Advanced School
of Theology (WAAST) in Lomé, Togo,
and the East Africa School of Theology
(EAST) in Nairobi, Kenya.

  WAAST and EAST are highly devel-
oped and established schools, which re-
ceive students from all over the African
continent for certificate, B.A., M.A. and
doctoral levels of study.

  "Printed, quality theology resources
are in very short supply in Africa," said Dr.
Carol Taylor, president of Evangel Univer-
sity. 
"This will be an immense treasure for

the continent," said John Easter, director
of Africa's Hope, a training ministry
launched by African Assemblies of God
leaders in 1989.
"Providing these resources to Africa's

Hope is a wonderful opportunity to ex-
tend the mission and legacy of CBC as a
Bible college committed to training and
equipping ministers and missionaries to
serve around the globe."

  A year-long inventory of the libraries
of the three Springfield institutions led to
the conclusion that there are approxi-
mately 50,000 duplicate and other titles
not needed in the consolidated Evangel
University library.

  "In the past, we have had to arrange to
send theological and Bible school text-
books in suitcases with people going to
Africa, usually 10-25 books at a time," said
Easter. 
"Having 50,000 titles to send to Africa

will accomplish in one trip what we have
tried to do for many years."

  It is anticipated that the shipping con-

tainers will be ready to go during the first
half of 2015 and will cost approximately
$10,000 for the two containers.

  Boys and Girls Missionary Challenge
director David Boyd, national BGMC di-
rector.  "We had $7,000 available for a need
like this, so we are using it to help get these
books to Africa." 
Boyd says getting the books to Africa is

vital as there is an unprecedented revival
occurring throughout the continent.
"Roughly three-quarters of a million

new believers are being added to the
church every year," Boyd says. "That causes
18 new churches a day to open across
Africa. 
These library books are the gifts that

keep on giving. They will be read by thou-
sands of young men and women whom
God is calling to his church as pastors each
and every year!"

  Boyd says that the books will insure
that future pastors for generations to come
will be equipped to preach the full, bal-
anced, and correct biblical theology in
their churches. 

  "This gift will go a long way toward
training African Assemblies of God na-
tional church leaders to disciple and lead
believers, which number an estimated 18
million souls."
Tax-deductible donations may be made

online at africashope.org and should be
designated to Class 63, CBC Library
Books.
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Affordable Office Space Available 
Starting at $275 per month

The  Barryview Building 
7211 NW 83rd Street Kansas City, Mo 64152 

(2 blocks south of Zona Rosa at I-29 and Barry Rd)  

Dr. (Rev.) David Cox  – Owner

Call: 816-569-3357  
Monday thru Friday for Showing Appointments

www.barryviewbuilding.com 

Looking for a good location to 
have church services?

Evangel to donate 50,000 duplicate books to Africa

Jeff Kemp believes investing in others is key solution
by Alan Goforth 

Students at West Africa Advanced
School of Theology.

by Paul Logsdon

Former NFL quarterback to encourage families

Black Americans for Life will host the “Why
Marriage” banquet Sept. 13 at 6:30 p.m. at The
View Community Center, 13500 Byars Rd. in
Grandview. 

“Why Marriage” is a celebration of the institu-
tion God created specifically as the means in
which humanity lives. The organization’s vision is
to end abortion and to restore the family to a
place of dignity and respect. 

   Special speaker will be Pastor Donald Lewis,
associate pastor at Cross Points Church in

Shawnee. In that capacity
Lewis works to emphasize
fatherhood in Kansas City’s
urban communities.  Lewis
formerly served the Wash-
ington Dulles International
Airport as its chaplain
where he orchestrated min-
istry in one of the busiest

and most multicultural intersections of the world.
In addition, Lewis has also served as the program
director of Youth for Tomorrow, a residential fa-
cility for at-risk adolescent males.

  His work has been featured in The Washing-
ton Times, People Magazine, and The Family Re-

search Council magazine and other articles and
books.

   Lewis’ passion for family issues has led him
to testify before Congress on behalf of pro-family
organizations in Washington, D.C., and he also
served as a regional director for Prison Fellow-
ship’s Mid-Atlantic Neighbors Who Care, a crime
victims assistance ministry.

   During this banquet, Pastor Lewis will reaf-
firm in attendees’ hearts fresh Biblical insights on
why marriage matters to God, why it’s essential
to the health and stability of the family and cul-
ture, and why it must be honored.

   Black Americans for Life was founded in
1990.  During the last 24 years, the group has con-
ducted educational seminars, mother-daughter
and father-son conferences, public meetings, and
participated in sanctity of life services.  The group
serves communities nationwide by hosting school
and civic presentations, health fairs, and seminars
endeavoring to present alternatives to  abortion,
and early sexual intercourse and to encourage
adoption through intervention, education, infor-
mation, counseling, and support. 

   To register, call 816-863-9582 or BA4L.org.
Cost is $70 per couple or $35 per single person.  

Marriage banquet planned

LEWIS

JEFF KEMP
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Church draws awe and support

St. Fidelis Church in Victoria, Kan., is
one of the most iconic buildings in
Kansas, with twin towers soaring 140 feet
above the plains and featuring exquisite
stained-glass windows.
Most people know it as the Cathedral

of the Plains, a nickname bestowed by for-
mer presidential candidate William Jen-
nings Bryan after he visited the town in
1912, shortly after the church was dedi-
cated.
Now the church, listed on the National

Register of Historic Places in 1971, is get-
ting a new look.
The congregation has undertaken a

$155,000 project to protect its 48 historic
stained-glass windows. Installed in 1916
by Munich Studios in Chicago at a cost of
$3,700, the windows are now valued at
more than $1 million.
Members of the rural Catholic church,

which sits a few miles east of Hays and
serves 480 families, are paying for the proj-
ect through donations and fundraising
projects.
“When the people built this church, the

reason why they built it was to have a
beautiful house of God so they could wor-
ship,” said Ivan Werner, who has been a
church member since 1960.

“They wanted to have a structure that
was large enough to accommodate the en-
tire congregation.

“And they wanted to build a church
that would last.”

BUILDING A CHURCH
Werner and Connie Windholz recently

met a small group of visitors at the church.
It is common for the church to draw

15,000 visitors or more a year, Werner
said. Travelers along I-70 see the signs and
the twin towers, and
curiosity gets the
best of them.
“They always

come in and say,
‘Beautiful. Amazing.
I can’t believe this,’ ”
Werner said.
“And one of the

big questions always
asked is, ‘Why in the
world would people
build a church like
this in Victoria,
Kansas?’ ”
“Out in the mid-

dle of nowhere,”
added church secre-
tary Jan Brungardt.
“But we are not in the middle of

nowhere,” Windholz said. “We are here.”
Built by Volga Germans who settled the

area in the late 19th century, St. Fidelis was
actually their fourth church. The parish-
ioners kept quickly outgrowing each pre-
vious church.

Fashioned in the Romanesque style, the
current church was built to last by the
parishioners themselves using local hand-
quarried stone. 
They used block-and-tackle and wood

scaffoldings to hoist and place the stone.
“I think when people come here, they

are most impressed by those Volga Ger-
man farmers who could mostly with their
own labor and with no machinery of any
kind – with just themselves and horses –

could construct an
edifice of this nature
without very much
help,” Windholz
said.
“When you look

at how high those
towers go, you have
to ask, ‘Who would
dare to go up there
and lay stone?’ ”
According to the

church history, each
member of the
church who was 12
or older was asked
to give $45 a year
and six wagonloads

of stone to help construct the building.
Some families brought as many as 70 to
80 wagonloads of stone.
When it was dedicated in 1911, it was

considered the largest church west of the
Mississippi River.
“When I think of my ancestors, that

they would go to all of this work to get this

established, I am amazed,” Windholz said.
“They had so little money and yet they still
gave to build this church.”
For more than a century, St. Fidelis has

been the focus of faith, pride and determi-
nation
Today the church is supported by about

480 families, slightly less than the number
who built it, said Brungardt, the church
secretary. 
Victoria has about 1,200 residents, so

membership comes from a larger area
than in the church’s early days.
“Amazingly enough, there are times

when this sanctuary is standing room
only,” Werner said.
The church hosts fundraisers to pay for

restoration and upkeep.Popular fundrais-
ing projects have been a Volga German
cookbook and a calendar featuring the
church’s stained-glass windows.
Donations also regularly come from

visitors who stop at the church while pass-
ing through Kansas.
“It is probably the most well-known

church in Kansas,” said Marci Penner, di-
rector of the Kansas Sampler Foundation
based near Inman. 
Her group, which promotes the state’s

rural heritage, named St. Fidelis one of the
“8 Wonders of Kansas” in 2008.
“It was one of the first churches built in

western Kansas and still has family roots
that go way back.”

Beccy Tanner | Kansas.com

I think when people come
here, they are most impressed

by those Volga German
farmers who could mostly

with their own labor and with
no machinery of any kind –
with just themselves and

horses – could construct an
edifice of this nature without

very much help.
WERNER WINDHOLZ

Effort under way to protect stained glass



The Christian Research Institute and Bott Radio Net-
work will host “An Evening with Hank Hanegraaff” Sept.

25 from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. at Colonial
Presbyterian Church, 9500 Wornall
Road in Kansas City.
The event, “How to mine the Bible for

all its wealth” will encourage attendees
as Hanegraaff shares what God is doing
around the world and how to find hope
it God’s Word.

“All too often we find ourselves living in abject poverty
all the while standing on top of a mine of infinite wealth;
having no concept of diamonds, we readily settle for

glass,” stated Hanegraaff.
Hanegraaff will also be sharing a move of the Holy

Spirit through which CRI is catalyzing transformation
around the globe—from Western regions to Asia and
Sub-Saharan Africa in the Global South. 
Hanegraaff is president of the Christian Research In-

stitute and host of the daily Bible Answer Man broadcast
(www.equip.org). He is the author of more than twenty
books, which have cumulatively sold millions of copies.
The Christian Research Institute provides Christians
worldwide with carefully researched information and
well-reasoned answers that encourage them in their faith
and equip them to intelligently represent it to people in-
fluenced by ideas and teachings that assault or under-
mine orthodox, biblical Christianity.
For call (888) 700-0274.
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Dr. Ben Carson, Sr. overcame many obstacles to fulfill his childhood dream of becoming
a physician. He persevered through dire poverty, encouraged by his mother, a single par-
ent, to strive for excellence. Avoiding the political correctness of politicians, Dr. Carson
will share with Kansas City his bold plan to stop the country’s slide into fiscal and moral
decay, taking on tough issues such as the sanctity of human life, education, health care,
family values, charity, and the role of faith in public life.
Today, Dr. Carson is retired, a noted author of 6 books, and serves as Professor Emeritus
of Neurosurgery at Johns Hopkins University. In 2004 President George W. Bush ap-
pointed him to serve on the President’s Council on Bioethics. Dr. Carson is also the subject
of the recent award-winning movie, Gifted Hands: The Ben Carson Story.

Tuesday, October 14
Overland Park Convention Center

Overland Park, Kansas

6 – 7:00 P.M. 
Hors D’ouvres & Beverages

7 – 8:30 P.M.
Dr. Ben Carson

Proceeds will help The Women’s Clinic of
Kansas City (TWC), a 501(c)3 non-profit or-
ganization, make a difference in the lives of
young women faced with an unplanned
pregnancy. Using a threefold approach of
prevention education, crisis intervention,
and ongoing support services, TWC con-
nects women and teens to resources en-
abling them to make healthy choices for
successful futures.

��Non-Refundable Registration (before Sept. 25)
$125/person or $200/couple

($75/person or $100/couple is tax deductible)
Seating is limited. Reservations Required.

Registrations not accepted at the door.
Register online at www.thewomensclinic.net

or by calling 816-836-9000 x235

Thanks to 
Our Sponsors

MBCH Apple Festival Sept. 13
Missouri Baptist Children’s Home

will hold the 2014 Apples Festival Arts
and Crafts Fair Saturday, Sept. 14,
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. It will be held at
First Baptist Church, 116 S. Washing-
ton Street, Raymore, Mo.
The festival, which is free to the

public, has been in existence for over

30 years and hosts 2,000 visitors.
The public is invited to attend and

to submit applications to host a booth
for $50. Since the event is a fundraiser
for the Children’s Home, certain re-
strictions apply, and vendors may
contact MBCH for those guidelines.

bloodhounds and eventually cadaver
dogs, have produced no clues.

“Lynn, if you can see this,” a tearful
Kerry Messer at a July press conference,
“we love you. I love you with all my
heart. We are
searching, and
we are not
going to quit.”
With the
Messer family
standing be-
hind him, he
asked the pub-
lic to assist in
the search for
his high school
sweetheart and
wife of 34 years. The Messers have two
adult sons and seven grandchildren.
Lynn Messer had spent the evening of

July 7 making crafts for Vacation Bible
School, which had begun that day at
First Baptist Church, Festus-Crystal
City, where the Messers have been long-
time members. 
Kerry Messer is a respected lobbyist,

known for his strong advocacy of pro-
life, pro-family legislation. U.S. Sen. Roy
Blunt, R-Mo., dispatched a staffer to
provide assistance to Messer, and Mis-

souri Speaker of the House Tim Jones
issued a plea for people to help in the
search.
“For 30 years Kerry Messer has been

a fixture here at the State Capitol,” Jones
wrote in a widely distributed press re-
lease. “Kerry and his family have dedi-
cated themselves to making Missouri a

better state for
everyone. His
r e p u t a t i o n
among the
capitol culture
is one of un-
questioned in-
tegrity and
perseverance as
a voice for Mis-
souri families,
and he is

known for his involvement on a wide
range of policy issues.
“Kerry’s wife, Lynn, has been his

biggest supporter through these last 30
years,” the speaker continued. “His de-
votion to the work and ministry of his
organization, Missouri Family Network,
has only been possible through the sac-
rifices and support of Lynn. As a result,
we at the Capitol have a deep apprecia-
tion for Lynn Messer. So it is with a
heavy heart that I am asking you to
please pray for Kerry and his family.”

– From the MBC Pathway 

Searchers comb corn fields
near the Messer home

Marjorie Truesdale graduated from
MU with a Bachelor’s degree in nutrition.
Afterward, she earned her Master’s in
school administration from Lesley Uni-
versity in Boston. 
But in God’s plan, Truesdale would

nourish people in a way she hadn’t
counted on–spiritually, and teach Chris-
tians on a subject matter rarely discussed
today: being a New Testament holy priest.
That journey continues in October as

the public is invited to attend An Evening
of Prayer and Worship on Fri., October 10
at 7 p.m.  It aims to enlighten believers on
the urgency of accepting the call as a holy
priest. The free event will be held at Colo-
nial Presbyterian Church, 95th and Wor-
nall in south Kansas City. 
After traveling the world with her hus-

band as a missionary for fifteen years in
Venezuela, Cost Rica, Guatemala and Cal-
ifornia, Truesdale stumbled upon a bibli-
cal truth that set the stage for her life’s
purpose.
“As a child, I knew about the Old Tes-

tament tabernacle, but there was no per-
sonal application until I did a Beth Moore
Bible study,” she said.
That Bible study was “A Woman’s

Heart: God’s Dwelling Place,” a 10-week
journey that uncovers the parallels be-
tween God’s old home – the tabernacle –
and His new home – the heart.

  “Our hearts have to be prepared for
Him to live in,” Truesdale said. “I remem-
ber reading 1 Peter 2:5 and 9 and realizing
that God called me to a place of repen-
tance and discipline concerning my role as
a New Testament holy priest.”

A couple of years
later, Truesdale says she
was urged in her spirit
to set up a tabernacle
replica in effort to expe-
rience the weight of its
significance.
“The first time, it was

very small. About four by ten feet. We lit-
erally had curtains hanging from the ceil-
ings to section it off, but it was very
impactful for me and the class I was teach-
ing.” She said.
Truesdale felt the nudge again, this time

on the National Day of Prayer and on a
bigger scale. Different rooms were set up
to imitate the different stages of the taber-
nacle including a life size replica of the Ark
of the Covenant.
“Once we entered into the holy of

Christians urged to heed the call to be ‘holy priests’ 
by Kharissa Forte | Metro Voice

Evening of Prayer and Worship

See HOLY PRIESTS page 19

HANEGRAAFF

Hanegraaff in KC Sept. 25

TRUESDALE

MESSER
continued from page 2



WHEN RETREATS CAN HELP 
There are lots of reasons organizations

hold retreats. Sometimes they are held to
solve a problem, sometimes to explore a
new strategy, sometimes to evaluate,
sometimes to train; it depends on the ob-
jective and the company’s need. Leaders
should seriously consider using a retreat
when they want the support, input and
creativity of their organizational members
or partners. A well-designed and well-fa-
cilitated retreat can be very effective in: 

nHelping change a strategic direction 
nDealing with sources of conflict and

confusion. 
nGenerating creative solutions for en-

trenched problems. 
n Getting people on the same page and

pulling in the same direction. 
n Improving working relationships

and increase trust. 
n Creating a common framework and

point of reference. 
n Fostering a collective vision 
n Generating honest and enlightening

conversations. 
n Helping people feel heard in issues

that are important to them. 

That said, here are seven excellent rea-
sons for holding an offsite retreat: 
1. Explore serious organizational con-

cerns or obstacles.Retreats can be a great
avenue to explore causes and potential so-
lutions for thorny organizational issues. 
2. Retreats are a great opportunity to

tap into the collective wisdom and cre-
ativity of a group. 
3. Tackle tough decisions. No matter

how strong the leader, tough decisions will
require the support of members. Involv-

ing members in the decision-making can
result in large-scale support. 
4. Create a collective vision of success

for the organization, department, team
or group. Day-to-day organizational life
doesn’t hold much time for big-picture
thinking between members and groups.
Often, tensions arise as players have differ-
ent goals and priorities. Retreats are a great
way to align design different parts of an
organization with a common vision. 
5. Explore and foster change.Whether

you need a change in culture or a change
in processes, retreats are an effective way
to explore and promote new ways of
doing things. This can be especially im-
portant for leaders who are considering
change. Getting input and involvement
early in the process will greatly increase the
odds of success. 
6. To improve organizational relation-

ships and align members’ behaviors, at-

titudes and perceptions. Organizations
are complex social structures. Sometimes
relationships, behaviors and attitudes go
awry. A well-designed retreat can go a long
way to explore and improve relationships,
behaviors, attitudes and perceptions. 
7. Evaluate or correct your course.

Sometimes the most effective thing an or-
ganization can do is to simply take a
breath and a 1000-foot view of how things
are working. We call this the temperature
check. What’s working well? What could
be improved? Providing people with an
opportunity to play a role in deciding
what needs to change (or not) is an excel-
lent way to build support and commit-
ment for organizational goals and
priorities. 

WHEN RETREATS WON’T HELP 
There are, of course, lots of bad reasons

It is interesting how daunting the
word “retreat” can seem with the goal of
most retreats is having time away and a
space to relax. Many people shy away
from planning a retreat for their group
due to the seemingly daunting task of
setting up all of the details and planning
out the activities. Listed below are 10

easy steps to planning out a fun, mean-
ingful and relaxing retreat: 
1. Set your audience. Knowing who

the retreat is geared to is key. Are you
planning a women’s retreat? Or is it a
youth winter weekend? Setting your au-
dience first helps you plan out the rest
of the retreat details like travel, pro-
grams and date. 
2. Pick a date. It’s important to know

your “black-out” dates and potential op-
portunities early on. Popular events and
holidays (such as football games or
Valentine’s Day) may prohibit many
guests from attending. 
3. Book your retreat. Once you have

your date and audience set, it is time to
book your retreat or event. It is best to
plan about six months in advance to en-
sure you get the first pick of dates for

your retreat or event. When booking, be
sure to ask any questions you may have
about your retreat center and if possible,
schedule a time to tour the facilities be-

fore the retreat or event date.
4. Set your budget. Now for the de-

tails, this is the time to create and finalize
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CONFERENCES, REUNIONS & RETREATS
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TEAM BUILDING

 EMPLOYEE INCENTIVES
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10 easy steps for retreat planning
by Maddie Quick

2014 Retreat planning guide

Introducing our brand new Activity Center at 
Youthfront Camp West! The lower level Retreat Center 
has hotel style rooms with private bathrooms/showers 
and can house up to 48 people. Have a little bit larger 
group? No problem, we can open up cabins to provide 
overflow housing. The meeting space included can 
seat up to 70 people and is fully equipped for AV 
needs. We can provide meals in our Dining Hall, but 
the new Retreat Center has a full kitchen for groups 
that want to provide their own meals and save on 
costs. 

Weekday rates start as low as $25/person and 
weekend rates as low as $30/person.

For a more contemplative or personal retreat our 
Youthfront LaCygne facility is perfect as it sits on 
600+ acres and is open to individuals and groups 
year round. Visit our website for more info.

• Flexibility for groups of 30-300 people 
• New Snack Shop, Game Room, & Retreat Center 
• AC/Heated Cabins with 18 beds
• Hot buffet style meals
• Fully equipped AV meeting spaces
• Pool, waterslide, paintball, high ropes, canoes/

paddleboats, disc golf and more
• 30 minutes south of KC area

youthfront.com/retreats

21667 Spoon Creek Road, Edgerton, KS 66021     |     (913) 262-3900

n RETREATS
continued from page 1

See WHY RETREATS  page 22

See PLANNING page 22



NO STRANGERS AT 
CONCEPTION ABBEY

Conception Abbey is located in Conception,
Mo., an hour and a half drive north of Kansas
City. It is a monastery of the Swiss-American
Congregation of the Benedictine Confedera-
tion. It was established in 1873 when Abbot
Frowin Conrad and seven novices came from
Engelberg Abbey in Switzerland to found a
monastic house from which to serve the needs
of the local Catholic community. Today, the
spiritual descendents of Abbot Frowin provide
pastoral care to 15 parishes, as well as hospi-
tals, religious houses and schools throughout
Missouri, Iowa, Kansas, Nebraska and
Wyoming.

The Benedictine monks of Conception
Abbey tend the abbey grounds, care for farm-
land and orchards, and run The Abbey Guest
Center, Conception Seminary College and The
Printery House. They are historians, writers,
scholars, teachers, musicians and artisans.
Through their various apostolates, the monks
of Conception Abbey have made substantial

contributions throughout the Midwest and be-
yond.

St. Benedict tells us that "All guests who
present themselves are to be welcomed as
Christ, for he himself will say: I was a stranger
and you welcomed me." The Conception Abbey
Guest Center provides simple accommoda-
tions in an atmosphere of quiet, perfect for
private prayer and reflection. We invite you to
stay in our brand-new St. Gabriel Guesthouse
and welcome your group, small or large. Our
facilities include overnight accommodations,
small meeting rooms, large conference rooms
and meals. Whether you come for a tour, per-
sonal retreat, directed retreat, workshop or
just to get away we hope that after one visit,
you’ll never be a stranger to Conception
Abbey. Visit us online for more information
and a full listing of our directed retreats,
www.conceptionabbey.org/guests. May your
stay be spiritually refreshing and personally
relaxing.

LAKE DONIPHAN: REFLECT AND
FEEL THE SPIRIT

Lake Doniphan Conference & Retreat Cen-
ter is situated on 300 wooded, rolling acres
surrounding scenic Lake Doniphan, just out-
side of Excelsior Springs, MO.  Primarily host-
ing retreats for Christian church groups, it also
welcomes corporate entities looking for more
affordable off-site business conferences or re-
treats. 

“I’ve had guests exclaim over the amount
of work they can accomplish in planning ses-
sions away from normal office distractions,”
says Brenda O’Dell, Lake Doniphan’s recently
retired Business and Reservations Manager.
“They also appreciate the peaceful setting for
its calming effect and the chance to stop and
breathe deeply, letting go of the normal stress
factors in their lives.  There is something heal-
ing and restoring about the woods and the
lake that infiltrates even the busiest of people,
if given a chance.  Too many of us forget this,
unless we deliberately schedule time apart
such as a personal or group retreat.”

Other groups visiting Lake Doniphan in-
clude people of other faiths.“We have had
Jewish, Buddhist, Sufi and Kria Yoga groups,”
states O’Dell.  “Our mission is to provide a
place of refuge and reconciliation for people
from all walks of life and all faith traditions.
We want to enable all our guests to find re-
newal and inner peace of mind and spirit, as
they deepen personal relationships with their
Creator and others in their lives.  We don’t

limit this opportunity
to just some, but wel-
come all who are seek-
ing.” She confirms that
no proselytizing be-
tween groups is al-
lowed, however.

O’Dell explains that
a group can reserve
the entire conference
center if they wish, but
because of the layout
of the Lake Doniphan
grounds, groups do
not need to interact,
other than to smile if
they walk past each
other.  There are three

lodges so groups can be housed in separate
buildings.  “It is wonderful to see the respect
with which groups treat each other, regardless
of their distinctly different beliefs.  They have
always been respectful and honored each
other’s times for worship, or prayer walks
around the lake, or even for a special canoe
race,” she laughs.  “I think it is because for so
many of our guests Lake Doniphan has be-
come sacred ground.”

Lake Doniphan also hosts family reunions
and secular groups just looking to get away,
or to focus on a shared hobby such as scrap-
booking, quilting, singing, or even karate.   To
reach Jim Wheaton, Executive Director, and
see if your group might benefit from a retreat
at Lake Doniphan call (816) 630-1523 or visit
their website at www.lakedoniphan.com.
Guests and past events are featured on their
Facebook page at Facebook/Lake Doniphan.

WHAT IS SKY RANCH 
CAVE SPRINGS?

Sky Ranch Cave Springs is located in the
breathtaking surroundings of Northeastern
Oklahoma, in the four-state area.  This 1,480
acre, non-denominational facility holds all the
adventure of camping, as well as all of the
comforts of home.  Sky Ranch understands
that purposeful and intentional planning is
vital to providing an experience that is peace-
ful, meaningful and beneficial to all guests.
With years of retreat experience to draw from,
the staff at Sky Ranch Cave Springs recognizes
that a successful retreat begins the moment a
group leader contacts one of our staff mem-
bers.  With unparalleled attention to every de-
tail, the heart of Sky Ranch is to provide
excellent service, outstanding facilities, and
unique opportunities for group members and
leaders to connect, grow, and benefit from
their time together.

Sky Ranch has the capacity to host groups
of various sizes, from small family reunions to
larger corporate or church retreats.  A couple
of different lodging options provide modern,
comfortable sleeping accommodations for up
to 400 guests.  A variety of meeting spaces
provides seating and gathering opportunities,
complete with stages, a full AV inventory, and
indoor/outdoor options.  A brand-new outdoor
amphitheater provides a beautiful backdrop
for an intimate time of worship for youth or
church retreat groups or a fun twist on movie
night!

While lodging and meeting spaces are cru-
cial to retreat success, Sky Ranch knows that
feeding group members well is equally impor-
tant to an enjoyable event!  A flexible menu
plan and a fully stocked salad bar are just a
few of the perks offered by the dining facility.

Open year round, Sky Ranch Cave Springs
offers an excellent variety of activities – from
energetic and challenging to more low impact
options – providing entertainment, fun, and
relaxation for all types of groups.   Horses,
paintball, swimming, volleyball, basketball,
disc golf, skeet shooting and a 2,300-foot-tan-
dem zipline are just some of the incredible ac-
tivities included in a Sky Ranch retreat.

The foundation of all Sky Ranch camps is to
bring kids, parents and groups together and
closer to God.  Sky Ranch Cave Springs is com-
mitted to providing an environment where re-
lationships are nurtured and strengthened – a
place where guests and leaders can spend
time investing in the group, rather than wor-
rying with the details of the retreat.  With the
facilities, recreational options and amenities
available, Sky Ranch Cave Springs is the per-
fect location for youth, ladies’, men’s, and fam-
ily groups.

Contact one of our friendly retreat coordi-
nators today to find out more about how we
can best serve your group, family or church
with a life transforming retreat! 

MORE THAN JUST A PLACE FOR
CHURCH CAMPS AND RETREATS

The Tall Oaks Conference Center is a year
round camp/retreat center owned by the
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) of
Greater Kansas City located on 340 acres of
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Local and regional facilities provide wide variety of options for every retreat need

See RETREAT OPTIONS next page



mostly riparian forest 30 miles west of down-
town Kansas City.

Over 300 groups use Tall Oaks each year
ranging from mostly youth groups in the sum-
mer to adult usage during the majority of the
rest of the year. We host sixteen Disciples
camps during the summer. Other groups who
make Tall Oaks home for a short period are:

Seven special needs camps during the sum-
mer include: MDA (Muscular Dystrophy), ADA
(Diabetes), 2 autism/Asperger camps, sickle
cell anemia youth, foster kids and kids with
grief issues.

Craft Groups:   Many adult groups for quilt-
ing, scrapbooking, photography, and creative
painting workshops have found a home at Tall
Oaks.

Educational Groups:  Many public school
and college groups use Tall Oaks.

Tall Oaks boasts two of the best educational
and recreational programs in the area.  One is
the OAKS Program.  It is an experiential pro-
gram challenge course which uses three dif-
ferent levels of activities to teach teamwork,
bonding, problem solving and leadership.  

The first level is ground games which are
activities that groups do out on a lawn or
meeting room space.  The second level has
over 20 low ropes course elements that are
done on low apparatus and do not take special
safety equipment.  Then the high ropes course
has 8 elements that are up in the trees and use
harness, belaying ropes, helmets and con-
cludes with a zip line ride.

The Tall Oaks Equestrian program is an ed-
ucational experience with horses.  These ac-
tivities range from pony rides for the youngest
riders, to arena training events of several lev-
els, to trail rides on our beautiful woodland
trails.  

Tall Oaks has many outdoor areas for com-
muning with nature and God and it is consid-
ered “Holy Ground” for many who come here
whether using the site for a religious retreat
or other type of event.  

Tall Oaks has an excellent food service that
can meet the needs of about any type of group
request as well as special menu needs.  Holi-
day banquets are our specialty in November
through March.

Hope to see you soon!

YMCA: MORE THAN A SONG!

Hear the acronym “YMCA” and two images
probably come to mind.  Aside from the song
at your last wedding reception, you might be
thinking of your local gym filled with swim-
ming lessons, personal trainers, and child care.
But did you know not all Y’s are built around
swimming pools and basketball courts?

Every YMCA on the planet was built to meet
the needs of a particular community.  Some Y’s
were designed to serve aging adults through
programming to keep them fit and active (both
mentally and physically), while others were
built to serve teens and young adults through
outreach programs developed to counter spe-
cific challenges present in inner city schools.
In all cases, the Y remains universally focused
on Youth Development, Healthy Living, and So-
cial Responsibility.  

About 68 years ago, the YMCA Trout Lodge
was developed as a destination retreat in the
beautiful Ozark Mountains to set the scene for
comaraderie and physical activity for ALL
through outdoor recreation.  The resort in Po-
tosi, Mo. is now home to over 250 groups per
year ranging from church groups, and re-
unions, to special needs camps and other non-
profit retreats. With 5200 acres, a 360 acre
lake, and over 42 recreational activities such
as horseback riding, paintball, zip-lines, sail-
boat rentals, and kayaking, there are endless
opportunities for unique and fully customized
experiences..

But the beautiful grounds and outstanding
opportunities for outdoor fun are only part of
the gem hiding in this rural wonder.  It’s the
Y’s mission that really sets this facility apart
from all other resorts: To put Christian princi-
ples into practice through programs that build
healthy spirits, minds and bodies for all.
Through this mission, and with the support of
their guests and donors, no one, of any age,
race, gender or ability, will ever be turned
away from a YMCA program because they can't
afford it.  Through a collaborative effort, this
facility provides assistance to groups and in-
dividuals in need.  Some groups receiving as-
sistance at this facility include cancer groups,
bereavement groups, diabetes camps, asthma
camps, camps for children with hand or limb
abnormalities, HIV/Aids camps, and Disabled
Veteran Retreats, just to name a few.

“In many cases, our retreats and camps are
the only vacation a family may ever enjoy, or
the only time a child with particular challenges
will ever meet another child just like them. It’s
a blessing to be a part of an organization that
touches so many lives facing difficult and di-
verse circumstances.” Says Cindy Rea, Director
of Sales.

The YMCA Trout Lodge is a year round fa-
cility serving group sizes up to 300.  For more
information, please visit http:// www.ym-
caoftheozarks.org/meetings_retreats. 

YOUTHFRONT NOT JUST ABOUT
YOUTH

Youthfront has two great camp facilities
just south of the KC metro that are available
for schools, churches, and businesses through-
out the year. Over the last few years we have
been updating and expanding our Youthfront
Camp West facility in Edgerton, KS. The first
addition was building a 16th cabin on the lake,
and this last year we opened up a brand new
Activity Center. This building provides a Re-
treat Center on the lower level and on the
upper level a Snack Shop, Game Room, and
wrap around deck overlooking our lake. Cen-
tered in the heart of camp, this gorgeous build-
ing will enable us to host an additional 400
guests each year. 

We serve a wide variety of groups during
our retreat season. Church youth groups use
them for summer camp, fall retreats or mis-
sion trip training. Schools have back-to-school
picnics or class retreats. Men’s and women’s
ministries host conferences and discipleship
retreats. Churches utilize the space for staff
retreats. Our facilities work well for these and
many other types of groups.

Please consider hosting your next retreat
or conference with us. We strive to make your
retreat stay as easy as possible. We provide all
of the staff to serve meals and clean up dishes.
Our 18-bed cabins have air conditioning and
heat for all seasons. Both of our camp facilities
have two sand volleyball courts, a basketball
court, a sports field, indoor gaming, an 18-hole
disc golf basket course, low elements/team
building activities, and multiple bonfire loca-
tions. Sports equipment for these activities is
provided. Some additional activities are avail-
able for rental including paintball, high ropes
course elements, canoes, paddle boats, pool
and waterslide.

Weekday rates start as low as $25/person
and weekend rates as low as $30/person. Visit
youthfront.com/retreats for more information
about our facilities and pricing. 

–Compiled by Anita Widaman, 
Metro Voice Newspaper
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Whatever the season...
Lake Doniphan
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Tall Oaks has housing in adult style housing, like the LLC Lodge pictured
above, for up to 64 persons in “hotel style” rooms.  Also, 5 dormitory cottages will
house up to 110.  

• Meals of an excellent quality for any type of event.  Chef Bill Breen & his staff
can prepare anything from kids camp meals to 5 course banquet meals.

• Meeting space and AV equipment to meet your group needs, including wifi in
several spaces.  Worship spaces.  

• Recreational activities on the challenge course, equestrian, wagon rides,
archery, hiking trails, and swimming.

A great place for your next...
• Camp 
• Retreat 
• Conference 
• Family reunion 
• Banquet 
• Educational 
• Crafts group

TALL OAKS CONFERENCE  CENTER

12778 189TH St.
Linwood, KS 66052

913-301-3004
administration@talloaks.org

www.talloaks.org

THE ABBEY GUEST CENTER, 
CONCEPTION ABBEY
PO Box 501
Conception, Missouri, 64433
Group Contact: Fr. Patrick, 660-944-2809
guests@conception.edu
www.conceptionabbey.org/guests

FORREST PARK
3158 SE 10th Street
Topeka, KS 66607
785-234-8024
info@forestparkretreat.com
www.forestparkretreat.com

LAKE DONIPHAN CONFERENCE
& RETREAT CENTER
12856 Doniphan Lake Road
Excelsior Springs, MO 64024
Group Contact: Jim Wheaton, 816-640-1523
info@lakedoniphan.com
www.lakedoniphan.com

MYER HOTELS 
Branson, Missouri
Group Contact:  Kathy Smith, 417-334-6835
Kathy@myerhotels.com
www.myerhotels.com

SKY RANCH CAVE SPRINGS
7750 S 655 Rd
Quapaw, OK 74363
Group Contact:   Doug McClain, 918-542-1547
cavesprings@skyranch.org
www.skyranchcavesprings.org

TALL OAKS CONFERENCE 
CENTER
Tall Oaks Conference Center
12778  189th St.
Linwood, KS. 66052
Group Contact: Lyle Bracken, 913-301-3004
lyle@talloaks.org
www.talloaks.org

YMCA TROUT LODGE & CAMP
LAKEWOOD 
13528 Highway AA
Potosi, MO  63664
Paul Tindall, 888-FUN-YMCA ext. 207
groupreservations@ymcastlouis.org
www.ymcaoftheozarks.org

YOUTHFRONT CAMP WEST
21667 Spoon Creek Road
Edgerton, KS 66021
Group Contact: Andy Garlich, 913.647.2408
agarlich@youthfront.com
www.youthfront.com

Retreat 
Directory

RETREAT OPTIONS
continued from page 8
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Clay Center, Kan. – Clinical Psychol-
ogist Meg Jay writes about a young lady
named Jennifer in a New York Times col-
umn.  She was one of Meg’s clients who
lived with her boyfriend four years prior
to getting married.  Then, a year after the
wedding, Jennifer showed up for a ses-
sion on Meg’s couch.  Jennifer told her,
“We were sleeping over at each other’s
places all the time.  We liked to be to-
gether, so it was cheaper and more con-
venient. It was a quick decision but if it
didn’t work out there was a quick exit.”
Meg states how the cohabitation rate

has skyrocketed 1,500% since 1960 when

there were 450,000 couples living to-
gether.  Today there are 7.5 million.  Re-
searchers say between 50%-60% of all
couples have lived or are living with
someone outside of marriage.
One report nailed it about the current

devolving state of American relation-
ships stating, "Cohabitation is a common
part of family formation in the United
States, and serves both as a step toward
marriage and as an alternative."
Like Jennifer, couples might move in

together for financial reasons or conven-
ience, to spend more time together or to
test out their relationship.  Often it is not
a deliberate decision but one that couples
slide into after spending a growing
amount of nights together.
I truly believe if couples were asked

straight up if they want a successful,
healthy relationship, that 100% would
give a definite yes.  I believe God has the
best way to achieve that, but His way
swims against popular culture.  God said,
“A man shall leave his father and his
mother and hold fast to his wife, and

they shall become one flesh” (Genesis
3:24).  God wants us to go from our par-
ent’s home to marriage or from a season
of singleness to marriage.  What is the
greatest obstacle to that?  Ourselves.  We
want love, happiness, companionship
and sexual fulfillment and we want it
yesterday!  Sometimes our path to
achieve those goals is done in self-de-
structive ways. 
Bottom line - we need God’s help.  He

sent Jesus to die and rise again that we

might have victory over our lustful, im-
patient urges.  He came to indwell us by
His Spirit and to give us power over our
destructive-self ways.  All we need is to
call upon God and say to Him, “Oh Lord,
no longer my will, but only Yours be
done.  Change me oh, God!” 
May Jesus be the hope of your rela-

tionship today and forever. 
Clint Decker is President and Evangelist

with Great Awakenings, Inc. Contact him
at cdecker@greatawakenings.org.

A friend of mine once witnessed to me
about the Trinity. He articulately stated
that love was only possible
in the context of relation-
ships. “If God were a soli-
tary figure throughout
eternity, then prior to cre-
ation He never experienced
any meaningful relation-
ships.”

  The Christian faith tells
us this was not the case. The
Godhead is comprised of the Father, Son
and Holy Spirit. The mystery of the trinity
baffles the mind, but calls us to explore the
depths of love and unity found only in –
relationships.

  As a Muslim at the time, this struck me
as odd, but it rang true. I could never shake
this presentation. True equality, unity and
love could be found in the Godhead. As
creatures in his image and likeness, we can
rightly deduce that our desire for these

qualities in relationship is a divine imprint.
Yet in this life it is a desire often unfulfilled
become–human beings don’t operate by
these principles. Ferguson is a reminder
that historical injustices continue to fuel
distrust between our races. Any attempt to
understand race relations outside of this
context will prove fruitless. 

  Many whites have forced most
African-Americans into two categories:
race baiters or honest Americans. This
oversimplification does not pass the sniff
test. What’s happening in Ferguson is more
complex than what meets the eye. It’s a
case study about how the kaleidoscope of
ingrained perceptions on race and justice
often surface violently, leaving us scratch-
ing our heads and pointing fingers in the
aftermath. 

I don’t know the
perceptions that Michael
Brown had of law enforce-
ment or how Darren Wil-
son viewed young black
males. I do know their en-
counter was a violent one
that resulted in the death of
a young man. The af-
termath that continues is a

firestorm, with liberals and conservatives
taking sides before all of the facts have been
unearthed. 

  African-Americans are front and cen-
ter in this debate. Some seized the Brown
incident as an opportunity to steal and de-
stroy. Some seized it as an opportunity to
satiate their need to be in the spotlight and
others chose to point out the all too famil-
iar pattern of unarmed Black males dying
at the hands of law enforcement. Deep

trust deficits are at the heart of this inci-
dent, and no program, punitive steps, or
government reform alone will fix the racial
chasm. 

  To be sure, there are race peddlers and
race deniers, but the truth is reconciliation
is a relationship issue driven by the fuel of
truth, justice and love. We cannot let op-
portunists on both sides assign blame or
hijack the conversation. The truth is God
is calling you to be an agent of change in
race relations. Be open to how he wants to
use you.  

  Believers of all races must learn to lis-
ten intently when these events take place.
We must refrain from offering our opinion
or instruction when comfort is primarily
needed. African American Christians
must understand this; just because we live
in a day when the two chief law enforce-
ment officers in the country are black: Eric
Holder and Barack Obama, they are not
primarily responsible for the crime in our
communities or the response of law en-
forcement.  

  Each community must take an active
role in shaping its future. There is plenty
of blame to go around at the local level
when these incidents occur. There will
never be a time when I can hear of “Black
man killed by police officers” and not im-
mediately feel anger and skepticism. These
emotions carry with them vestiges of my
past and a time of codified inequality that
enslaved and dehumanized my ancestors.
In spite of that, I will not allow these emo-
tions to forever cloud my perceptions. I
will listen to the One who loves everyone
regardless of their color, position, power or
status. I will pray for everyone involved.
Last of all, I will exercise patience and re-
straint until I know all the facts. 

  This is, I believe, is the appropriate ap-
proach all of us should take regardless of
color.
–Hakim Hazim is the founder of Rele-

vant Now and Cofounder of Freedom
Squared. He is a nationally recognized ex-
pert in decision analysis, criminality and se-
curity and a Metro Voice contributor. 
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Remember the Pepsi Challenge? It was
a marketing campaign in the 80s where
people would be offered two unmarked
cups. One contained Coke and the other
contained Pepsi. After taking a sip of
both, the participants would be asked to
reveal which one they liked the best.

  Apparently more people picked
Pepsi. At least, that’s what their ads led us
to believe.  (Incidentally, Malcolm Glad-
well has a great chapter in his book,
Blink, which explains the flaws of this
taste test).

  Comparing two different brands of
soft drinks makes sense to us. However,
what if someone ran the same test, except
this time using the same brand? Let’s say
the only difference would be the size of
the cup. Wouldn’t you think that was a
strange comparison? 
Does anybody really think that a 24 oz

cup of Pepsi tastes better than an 16 oz

cup? No matter the size, the contents
would be the same –and that’s what mat-
ters!
I think we would all agree that testing

by size would be ridiculous and illogical.
So why then do we often measure the

effectiveness of a church by its size? A
church of 50 and a church of 5,000 are
both full of the same thing: Followers of
Christ!
Don’t get me wrong; not every small

church is healthy, but neither is every big
church. The fact of the matter is that the
majority of churches around the world
are what most would consider “small.”
I’m afraid that some may have the

mistaken impression that “small” means
a lack of mission or purpose. Nothing,
however, could be further from the truth.
Some of the most passionate missional
churches are relatively small congrega-
tions. 

Make no mistake about it, “small”
does not mean inferior.
There are a number of reasons why a

church may be small:
1)   The community may be small to

begin with.
2)   The congregation may be transi-

tory.
3)   The congregation may be sending

out people to plant churches.
Stop and think. Is there a big differ-

ence between having a few large churches
as opposed to a lot of small churches? Of
course not. If anything, a larger number
of small churches may allow more peo-
ple to exercise their gifts of leadership.
When you think about it, a large army of
small churches could be the sleeping
giant that strategically infiltrates the
world.
Small churches have some great ad-

vantages.

1)   Many people feel more comfort-
able and are more prone to open up in a
smaller setting.
2)   Small churches have fewer logisti-

cal distractions.
3)   Pastors can spend more time in-

vesting in each member.
Maybe that’s why it should be no sur-

prise when we hear a pastor or mission-
ary reminisce about growing up in a
small church. For that matter, we would
do well to remember that every large
church started out as a small church!
Please don’t misunderstand: I am not

against big churches! Many mega-church
pastors do a great job making sure that
their congregation enjoys the same level
of fellowship and mission as a small
church.
All I’m saying is that it would be a mis-

take to write off churches because they
are small. So, I want to go on the record
proclaiming my love for small churches.
So don’t worry if your church isn’t a

“three liter” congregation. After all, God
does BIG things in SMALL churches!

After serving in campus ministry at the
University of Central Arkansas and coor-
dinating student conferences for the De-
partment of Church Ministries from
2000-2005, Scott pastored Wyatt Baptist
Church in El Dorado Arkansas. After seven
years of pastoring, Scott was selected as the
Executive Director of DiscipleGuide
Church Resources, a department of the
Baptist Missionary Association of Amer-
ica. 
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Bill Bright and Campus Crusade for
Christ were central to my growth as a
young Christian during college. The or-
ganization’s focus on instrospection,
God’s Word and prayer influenced a gen-
eration of young people like me. 
Our world seems to be crumbling be-

fore our eyes. A Christian holocaust is
taking place in the Middle East as radical
Islam takes over great swaths of the planet
from Afghanistan to central Africa to the
Mediterranean. Countless children, west-
ern journalists and religious minorities
are beheaded at will. In Europe, faith has
seemingly been relegated to the trash
heap of history and America seems bent
on a similar path as faith–especially
Christian faith–is pushed out of the pub-
lic arena. Even Fortune 500 CEOs lose
their jobs for privately expressing views
that extol Biblical principles. Violence
erupts and dozens of minority-owned

businesses are looted after racial tension
spills over in a small Missouri suburb.
It’s enough to make you want to stay in

bed in the morning!
Recently while doing some research for

a Bible study, I searched for some notes I
had remembered taking during a 1983
Campus Crusade youth event. In a box of
jumbled college stuff in the corner of the
basement, I came across a musty journal
with notes about revival by Bill Bright. I
then came across some of Bright’s writing
years later. He was keenly aware that re-
vival was the answer we are all looking for.
Revival. Oh, God, how we need it. 
Reading Bright’s 17 points to bring

about revival reminded me that true re-
vival starts first in the heart through

prayer and then,
through the Holy
Spirit, becomes conta-
gious.  
There is no legisla-

tion, no law, no TV
commentator, no
teacher, no civil rights

activist, no–not even a president–that can
bring about the one thing we need to heal
our nation. It begins with us.
Following are the 17 points that Bill

Bright once wrote to encourage each of
us to find and nourish revival in our own
hearts, our community and nation.
Let’s begin today.

Bill Bright’s 17 steps to revival.
Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal any un-

confessed sin in your life.

Seek forgiveness from all whom you
have offended, and forgive all who have
hurt you. Make restitution where God
leads.
Examine your motives in every word

and deed. Ask the Lord to search and
cleanse your heart daily.
Ask the Holy Spirit to guard your walk

against complacency and mediocrity.
Praise and give thanks to God contin-

ually in all ways on all days, regardless of
your circumstances.
Refuse to obey your carnal (worldy)

nature (Galatians 5:16,17).
Surrender your life to Jesus Christ as

your Savior and Lord. Develop utter de-
pendence on Him with total submission
and humility.
Study the attributes of God.
Hunger and thirst after righteousness

(Matthew 5:6).
Love God with all of your heart, soul,

and mind (Matthew 22:37).

Appropriate the continual fullness and
control of the Holy Spirit by faith on the
basis of God’s command (Ephesians 5:18)
and promise (1 John 5:14,15).
Read, study, meditate on, and memo-

rize God’s holy, inspired, inerrant Word
daily (Colossians 3:16).
Pray without ceasing (1 Thessalonians

5:17).
Fast and pray one 24-hour period each

week. Prayerfully consider becoming one
of the two million Christians who will fast
for forty days before the end of the year
2000.
Seek to share Christ daily as a way of

life.
Determine to live a holy, godly life of

obedience and faith.
Start or join a home or church Bible

study group that emphasizes revival and
a holy life.

  Through Bright’s steps above, may we
all find revival.

30-year-old notes remind me of who is responsible
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sisterskeeper
Don’t tell me to calm down!

Mad. Frustrated and irritated. Swinging from
my last nerve.  

Been there? Me, too. Probably more often than
I’d like.

There are several reasons why I find myself in
a bewildered state of anger and they usually re-
semble people.

My kids seem to believe that a mandatory in-
gredient of fun includes making a mess compa-
rable to that of tornado damage. 

Yep, that’ll do the trick.
My husband’s insistent need to monitor how

much money I’ve spent on what he deems nec-
essary or not – which by the way is a sure sign
that he can’t seem to comprehend that sometimes
a woman’s want is really a woman’s need – can
definitely get under my skin.  

Or this one: I’ve poured my heart out discipling
a new believer only for her to dismiss it all in favor
of what she wants to do. 

Let’s not even go there.
These situations are just a few of the items on

my “Things to Make Kharissa Angry” list. 
If I examine my anger, I cannot ignore the fact

that there is something deeper to be realized.
I like to think of anger as a dandelion. It’s a

pesky little weed that will keep coming back every
time the right environment allows.

The only way to get rid of the dandelion weed
is to pluck it from its root. Getting to the root can
require a bit of time and a little digging, but it’s
worth the effort.

From a psychological standpoint, anger is
what’s known as a secondary emotion. It is a hor-
monal response to primary emotions.

Primary emotions include things like fear, de-
pression, unaddressed pain, or disappointment.

Beneath the surface of every dandelion weed
of anger are roots of primary emotions embedded
deep into the soil of our hearts. Thing is, those pri-
mary emotions aren’t always easy to detect. Oh,
but anger is!

God gave us anger to help us dig into the roots
of our issues. While we are to examine our anger
with self-control (Galatians 5:22), it does no good
to pluck just the dandelion by solely calming down.

Instead, we need to use anger in the way God
intended for us to by asking Him, “What’s really
bothering me? What is it about this experience
with this person that is making me so upset?
Open my eyes to the primary issue here, Lord.”

That’s how we get to the root of the weed. Only
then will we be able to pluck out that whole thing
and begin to move forward as transformed and
renewed women (Romans 12:2).

When I pray this, I see that my issue isn’t with
my kids or the mess they’ve made. My issue is
that I want to give them everything I couldn’t have
as a child and I want to see it looked after with
care.

My issue isn’t with my husband or his manag-
ing my – I mean our – money. My issue is that I
fear being controlled and losing my identity as a
woman.

My issue isn’t with the knuckle heads that I dis-
ciple. My issue is that I don’t want to see young
women suffer the consequences of making the
same foolish mistakes I once made.

By addressing the root of my issues, I’m able

See SISTERSKEEPER page 20

BRIGHT

Against the stereotypes, God does big things in small churches



True business partnership requires an
investment from all of the partners. As
with any investment, it is wise to count the
cost. So what is the cost of true partner-
ship? Here are a few investments I’ve
made in my partners:
My Time: I have spent hours with my

partners, responding to needs and making
plans.
Sometimes this is scheduled and at

other times, it is a last minute meeting. I’m
not watching the clock, I’m watching my
partner.
My Listening Ear: Most of what I learn

about my partners, I learn by listening
rather than by talking. By listening to de-
termine the underlying issue, my solu-
tions will intuitively hit home.
My Honest Word: True partnership

means that I have a responsibility to let my
partner know the truth. Give and take is
required in a balanced relationship and

that means that I may ask my partner to
stretch beyond the norm or help me out
with a creative solution. If your partners
know they will get the latest news from
you, trust is built.
Trust is the bridge you need to cross the

challenges any partnership will face. As I
reflect on partnerships that I am involved
in, I immediately think of relationships.
Just as healthy relationships require build-
ing, partnerships require on-going atten-
tion.
So, what does the investment in part-

nership bring? A continuing return of re-
spect, win-win business arrangements,
value for both parties, and the joy of
working with your partners to weather the
storms and pull off a good solution for all.
There is a satisfaction in going home at
night knowing that you have honored
your partners and your own organiza-
tion—to do your work well and provide
results. You are at peace in your own soul
and have few regrets. True partnership is
well worth the cost!
“Choose a good reputation over great

riches, for being held in high esteem is bet-
ter than having silver or gold.”
Proverbs 22:1 NLT

–For more info visit 
ihopkc.org/josephcompany

7M-pact.com
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TGIW/CTC/PMM/DLC 
Golf Tournament

Sept.
25

A fundraising event for four locally-based, national ministries

Creekmoor Golf Club 
Raymore, Mo.
Reg. 10:45 • Lunch at 11:15
Putting/Chipping Contest 11:45
Shotgun Start 12:30p
Lunch and on-course snacks 
and drinks included.
Special Speaker: Former NFL quarterback 
Jeff Kemp. Son of Jack Kemp.
Prizes and Awards to follow.
The cost is $195 per person or $700/foursome.
Variety of Sponsorship Levels are available.

Contact Rod Handley at rhandley@kc.rr.com or 816-525-6339
or Greg Griffin at ggriff60@gmail.com or 816-885-1306

Bill
Lewis

For resercations call: 816-524-3200 
LewisLivingTrust.com • 700 NE Langsford Rd., Lee’s Summit

FREE 
Estate Planning

Seminar

Why Wise Families P
lan

To learn why visit ww
w.lewislivingtrust.com

Avoid Probate • Maximize Your Tax Protection 
• Preserve Family Harmony

NO COST 
NO OBLIGATION
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Beginning Sept. 8, Kansas City College and Bible School is of-
fering a free class for college credit.  The class, “Exploring the
Christian Faith” will help participants better understand the es-
sential truths of the Christian faith and the awesome God who
stands behind it!
It will be offered on six Monday nights through Oct. 13, from

6 to 9:00 p.m.  This introductory course focuses on the core beliefs
that Christians have believed throughout the centuries.  Special
attention will be given to beliefs such as God as Creator and loving
Father, the virgin birth and divinity of Jesus, His death and res-
urrection, the Holy Spirit, the church, the second coming, final

judgment, and eternal life.  Two (2) hours of undergraduate credit
will be awarded to students who enroll in and successfully com-
plete the course.
Since 1938, Kansas City College and Bible School has been

training men and women for service in the Kingdom of God. The
college offers degrees in religion, elementary education, music,
and general studies, as well as a one-year ministry certificate. In
addition to the college, the campus family includes Overland
Christian Schools (preschool through twelfth grade) and Kansas
City Music Preparatory School.
For more info visit www.kccbs.edu or call 913-647-8729.

Kansas City College and Bible School Offers Free, Six-Week Class for College Credit
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For a brochure visit www.HACWN.org or email HACWN@earthlink.net
Call us at 816-503-6841  •  Find us on Facebook!

     
w       

  
Kim Bangs

from Bethany House 
Publishers 

Check out the Heart of America Christian Writers Network Fall Conference

Join us in Overland Park
Nov. 6-8 

• Dozens of practical workshops on different aspects of writing
• Editors from Bethany House, Focus on the Family, Westminster John Knox, DaySpring, and more…waiting to talk to you!

Want to be a writer?

CONCERTS
SWEET SPIRIT & FRIENDS MUSIC OUTREACH.Food at 6:00
pm & Music at 7:00 pm.  Moment of Truth Bible Baptist Church,
310 Randolph Road, Claycomo, MO  64119.  Special guests: The
Cooper Brothers.
LIVE COUNTRY N’ GOSPEL MUSIC SHOWS/CONCERT. Every
Friday night, Doors open at 6:30 pm, Show begins at 7:00 pm.
God, Family and Country, 1102 NW Casey Blvd, #F, Grain Valley,
MO  64029.  Free.  www.godfamilycountry.info.  816-347-1511.
1ST ANNUAL KANSAS CITY GOSPEL JUBILEE. September 1,
10:00 am -5:00 pm.  Kearney First Baptist Church, 303 S Grove
St, Kearney, MO  64060.  $15 general  admission $30 for artist
circle (lunch included).Guests: Jeff & Sheri Easter, Gold City, Phil
& Pam Morgan, The Wrights, The Dysart Family, 4His Love.  816-
918-2676.
ZEMER LEVAV WORSHIP CONCERT. September 6, 7:30 pm.
7029 W 74th St, Overland Park, KS.  Free.  913-383-8448.
NEHEMIAH FEST VIII. September 12-14.  Smith’s Fork Park at
Smithville Lake, 1601 DD Hwy, Smithville, MO  64089.  Three
Days, Four Stages, Forty Bands, One Mission.  Music Camping,
Food, Worship, Building the Kingdom together.  www.nehemi-
ahfest.com.
MISSOURI BAPTIST CHILDRENS HOME APPLE FESTIVAL.
September 13, 9:00am-3:00pm.  First Baptist Church of Ray-
more, 58 Hwy & South Washington St, Raymore, MO.  Gospel
music from the finest groups in the area including: Micheal Eas-
ton, Debbie Cotter, Dog Hodges, Gospel Band, Pat Cooper, 4-His
Love, Charlie Ruble, Jeff Lane & Made Worthy, 4-Given, 4-By-
Grace, Joyful Sound, Mark Beckham family, Messagers of Faith.
816-331-3469.
THOMAS MURRY IN CONCERT ORGAN RECITAL. Septem-
ber 15, 7:30 pm.  Grand Avenue Temple, 205 E. 9th St, Kansas
City, MO.  816-333-4917.
THE KINGSMEN QUARTET. September 18, 7:00 pm.  First
Christian Church , 2125 S. Jefferson St, Kearney, MO  64060.
816-628-6653.
FESTIVAL OF PRAISE 2014. September 19, 8:00 pm.  301 W.
13th Street, Kansas City, MO  64105.  Featuring Fred Hammond
and Donnie McClurkin. 
MORE THAN A SOUP KITCHEN. September 19, 7:30 pm.  First
Baptist Raytown, 10500 E. 350 Hwy, Raytown, MO.  Proceeds go
to benefit a new multi-purpose building at Camp CUMCTIO, with
Lynda Randle, and Paul Land & Ray Hildebrand.  Cityunionmis-
sion.org.  816-353-1994.
“OH, WHAT A SAVIOR” TOUR. September 20, 6:00 pm.
Graceway Church, 5460 Blue Ridge Cut Off, Kansas City, MO.

Ernie Haase, Signature Sounds.  260-484-1029.  
SWEET SPIRIT AND FRIENDS MUSIC OUTREACH. Septem-
ber 20, Food starts at 6:00 pm & Music starts at 7:00 pm..  Mo-
ment of Truth Bible Baptist Church, 310 Randolph Road,
Claycomo, MO  64119.  The Cooper Brothers.
WALTER PLANT. September 21, 6:00 pm.  Calvary Bible
Church, 900 NW 22nd St, Blue Springs, MO  64015.  Love offering
taken and fellowship and refreshments will follow.  816-228-
5540.
PASSION-TAKE IT ALL TOUR. September 24, 7:00 pm.  First
Baptist Raytown, 10500 East 350 Hwy, Raytown, MO.  $16-$20.
816-353-1994.
POTLUCK & JAM. September 26, 6:30 pm.  Northland Christian

Church, 6120 NE 48th St, Kansas City, MO.  Potluck starts at 6:30
pm and music at 7:00 pm.  Mo-Kan Gospel Music Associate.
PAM AND PHIL MORGAN. September 28, 6:30 pm.  New Sum-
mit Church, 1800 NE Independence Ave, Lee’s Summit, MO.  816-
246-7474.
NEWSBOYS WITH FAMILY FORCE. October 12, 6:00 pm.
Mathewson, Exhibition Center, 2503 W 16th St, Sedalia, MO
65301.  7eventh Time Down.  660-826-2160.
THE OLD PATHS QUARTET. October 16, 7:00 pm.  First Chris-
tian Church , 2125 S. Jefferson St, Kearney, MO  64060.  816-
628-6653.
SWEET SPIRIT AND FRIENDS MUSIC OUTREACH. October
18, at 6:00 pm & Music starts at 7:00 pm..  Moment of Truth
Bible Baptist Church, 310 Randolph Road, Claycomo, MO  64119.
The Parton Family.
THE JACOMO CHORALE. October 19.  Nativity of Mary, 10017
E 36th Terr, Independence, MO.  816-355-0114.
BRANDON HEATH.  Oct 22, 7:00 PM.  North Heartland Com-
munity Church, 4800 Northwest 88th Street, KCMO 64154.
TRIUMPHANT QUARTET. October 28, 7:00 pm.  First Christian
Church , 2125 S. Jefferson St, Kearney, MO  64060.  816-628-
6653. 
JASON GREY. Nov. 2, 7 p.m.  Marshall, MO. 

SOUTHERN GOSPEL
(CALL FOR GROUPS)
ALPHA OMEGA CHRISTIAN MUSIC ASSOCIATION
MONTHLY MEETING, PRAYER, DEVOTION, POTLUCK AND
JAM. First Friday, 7pm.  10035 E. Westport Rd., Indep., MO
64052.  
MO-KAN GOSPEL MUSIC ASSOCIATION POTLUCK AND
JAM.  Fourth Friday (except for Nov. & Dec. when we meet on

calendar continuned on next page

FESTIVAL OF PRAISE – 8:00 PM.  301 W. 13TH STREET, KANSAS CITY, MO  64105.
FEATURING FRED HAMMOND (PICTURED) AND DONNIE McCLURKIN. 
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Ascension Lutheran Church

Join us for worship each week.
Sunday Morning Worship 8 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.

Sunday School and 
Bible Study 9:30 a.m.

4900 Blue Ridge Blvd
Kansas City, MO

Phone: 358-1919

The church is hosting walkers: 7:00 - 10:00 am, Monday through Friday.

We 
hope 
to see 
you!
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the 3rd Fri.). Northland Christian Church, 6120 NE 48th
St., KCMO.   913-432-0359.
PENTECOSTAL TABERNACLE CHURCH. Second Sat-
urday, 6pm.  341 S. 72nd St., Kansas City, KS 66111.
Praise and Worship songs of Zion.  913-334-1009.
CGMA NW MO CHAPTER MEETING, GOSPEL MUSIC
AND POTLUCK. Second Saturday, Faith Assembly of
God Church, South 13 Hwy, Polo, MO.  Travel North on I-
35 North, go North of Liberty to the Polo/Lathrop Exit.
Turn right onto116 Hwy.  Go 12 miles to 13 Hwy.  Turn left
and go ¼ mile.  pegcla@msn.com.
MOMENT OF TRUTH BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH.
Third Saturday in January, May, September & Novem-
ber, 7pm.  310 Randolph Rd, Claycomo, MO.  Gospel
music sing.  816-452-4426.
RADIANT LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD. Last Sunday,
6:30 p.m.  Hwy. 33, Kearney, MO.  Open mike.  Gospel
sing.  
GOSPEL JAMBOREE. Second Thursday, 7 p.m.  Life
Christian Center, 1650 E Langsford Road, Lee’s Summit,
MO.  816-878-4694.   
PARADISE BAPTIST CHURCH. Second Sunday, 6 p.m.
Pot luck dinner at 5 p.m.  Paradise Missouri.  816-591-
1020.

CLASSES, SEMINARS, 
CONFERENCES
ENCOUNTER. Every Thursday evening at 7:30 pm.  KC
First Church of the Nazarene, 11811 State Line  Rd,
Kansas City, MO.  College students and young adults
meet at KC First Church of Nazarene for prayer, reflec-
tion, Bible study, and fellowship.  Contact Pastor Audrey
Landers for more information at alanders@kcfc.org.

816-942-9022.
CHILDREN OF THE DAY. Tuesday’s at 9:15 am  &
Wednesday’s at 6:30 pm.  KC First Church of the
Nazarene, 11811 State Line Rd, Kansas City, MO  64114.
Beth Moore study of 1 & 2 Thessalonians entitled “Chil-
dren of the Day”.  816-942-9022.
FALL WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY. Tuesday evenings,
7:00 pm-8:45 pm.  Westbrooke Church, 9777 Antioch
Road, Overland Park, KS.  913-888-4750.
AVOID PROBATE. September 4, 7:00 pm.  Lewis Living
Trust Center, 700 NE Langsford, Lee’s Summit, MO
64063.  816-524-3200.

GOOD NEWS CLUB TEAM ORIENTATION TRAINING.
September 6, 9:00 am-4:00 pm.  Nall Avenue Baptist
Church, 6701 Nall Avenue, Prairie Village, KS.  $6.
UNDERSTANDING GOD’S HEART FOR ISRAEL. Sep-
tember 7, 9:15 am.  Holly Cross Lutheran Church, 7851
W 119th St, Overland Park, KS.
billgoetzke@hotmail.com.
JOURNEY TO FINANCIAL PEACE. September 7, 2:00
pm-3:30 pm.  Pisgah Baptist Church, 1.5 miles east of
Excelsior Springs on Highway 10. $95 per person or per
married couple.  9 week video course.  816-630-5121.
EXPLORING THE CHRISTIAN FAITH. September 8-
October 12, Mondays 6:00 pm-9:00 pm.  Kansas City
College & Bible School, 7401 Metcalf Ave, Overland Park,
KS 66204.  This introductory course focuses on the core
beliefs that all Christians at all time have believed
throughout the centuries.  To enroll call Elaine Simpson
at 913-722-0272 or go to www.kccbs.edu.
CHILDREN OF THE DAY. Starting September 9, Thurs-
day mornings 9:30 am-11:30 am.  Westbrooke Church,
9777 Antioch Rd, Overland Park, KS.  Beth Moore, a
study of I & II Thessalonians.
HOW TO BE A RECEIVER. September 9, 16, 23 & 30,
at 7:00 pm.  Christ Triumphant, 401 NE Chipman, Lee’s
Summit, MO  64063.  Dr. Larry Lea.  816-524-6120.
AWANA. Starts September 10, 6:30 pm.  Westbrooke
Church, 9777 Antioch Road, Overland Park, KS.  AWANA
is a Bible-based, Christ-centered program for children.
913-888-4750.
ME,MYSELF, & LIES BY JENNIFER ROTHCHILD. Be-
gins September 11.  Westbrook Church, 9777 Antioch
Rd, Overland Park, KS.
FALL CONNECTION POINTE. September 10-October
1, each Wednesday.  First United Methodist Church-
Home of Mana mei Lagi Islander Fellowship, 400 W
Maple Ave, Independence, MO  64050.  Home cooked
meals served at 5:45 pm-6:30 pm, free.  Free childcare.
Breakout sessions: Divorce Care, Kids in the Kitchen
through Harvesters, Extreme Couponing for all ages,
“Spiritual Gifts” for youth and adult, “Christmas is not
your birthday”.  816-863-4662.
BETH MOORE LIVING PROOF LIVE SIMULCAST.
September 13.  Sign up to view the simulcast in the com-
fort of your own home or attend at a church, various
local churches hosting events.  1-800-254-2022.
COUNCIL ON DISPENSATINAL HERMENEUTICS.
September 17, 8:30 am-7:00 pm.  Calvary Bible College
& Theological Seminary, 15800 Calvary Rd, Kansas City,
MO  64147.  There is no cost to attend as an observer.
Please fill out the observer form online
www.calvary.edu/seminary/council-dispensational-
hermeneutics/.  There are more details and schedule
online.  816-425-6199 ext. 1502.
THE MESSIANIC JEWISH ROOTS INSITUTE. Septem-
ber 22, nine 11 weeks.  Courses offered on the connec-
tion between Christianity/New Testament and its
original sources in the Scripture.  www.Jewishrootsin-
stitute.org. 
AVOID PROBATE. September 23, 7:00 pm.  Lewis Liv-
ing Trust Center, 700 NE Langsford, Lee’s Summit, MO
64063.  816-524-3200.
GOOD NEWS CLUB TEAM ORIENTATION TRAINING.
September 27, 9:00 am-4:00 pm.  Blue Ridge Bible
Church, 8524 Blue Ridge Blvd, Kansas City, MO.  $6
LIVING OUT OUR TRUE IDENTITY IN CHRIST. Sep-
tember 27, 9:00 am-2:00 pm.  Sylveter Powell, Jr. Com-
munity Center, 6200 Martway, Mission, KS  66202. Free
admission. In the word Ministries.  
2014 BOUNDRIES TRAINING: LIFE-ENRICHING RE-
LATIONSHIPS IN THE CONGREGATION. September
27, 9:00 am-3:00 pm.  Overland Park Christian Church,
7600 W 75th St, Overland Park, KS  66204.  Cost $65
includes lunch.  krystal@m-acm.org.
IMMEARSURABLY MOR! ADULT RETREAT. Septem-
ber 29-October 1.  Windermere.  Speakers: Jerry Cain &
Bill Miller.  Worship Leader: Allen York.  www.winder-
mereusa.org.
VOLUNTEER MANAGEMENT SEMINAR. October 1 &
2, 8:30 am-4:30 pm.  Graceway, 5460 Blue Ridge Cutoff,
Kansas City, MO  Al Newell. www.cityunionmission.org.
816-329-1466.

EXPLORING THE CHRISTIAN FAITH. MONDAYS 6:00 PM-9:00 PM.
KANSAS CITY COLLEGE & BIBLE SCHOOL

SEPT   OCT.

8 – 12

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 7PM
FIRST BAPTIST RAYTOWN
TICKETS: $16 ADVANCE/$20 DAY OF SHOW

www.echoconcerts.com



GLORY INVASION 3. November 13-16.  Christ Triumphant, 401
NE Chipman, Lee’s Summit, MO  64063.  Kevin & Kathy Basconi,
David & Stephanie Hertzog, Alan & Carol Koch.  Register online
at Kingof GloryMinistries.org.  816-524-6120.
14TH ANNUAL FIBROMYALGIA CONFERENCE/RETREAT.
November 14 & 15.  Elms Hotel & Spa, Excelsior Springs, MO.
New healing strategies for pain, fatigue, memory, sleep, and
other fibromyalgia symptoms.  www.fibrocoalition.org  913-384-
4673.
MEN OF VALOR/WOMEN OF VIRTUE COUPLE’S EVENT.No-
vember 14, 7:00 pm-10:00 pm.  Church of the Ascension, 9510
W 127th St, Overland Park, KS.  Fee.  Speakers: Dr. Ken Canfield
and  Ron & Kathy Feher, followed by a meet and greet recep-
tion.
YOUTH FOR TRUTH-TEEN EVENT. November 14, 7:00 pm-
10:00 pm.  Church of Ascension, 9510 W 127th St, Overland Park,
KS.  Fee.  Speakers: Wayne Simien and Kelly Colangelo, with
music from Mikey Needleman Band.
WOMEN OF VIRTUE. November 15, 8:00 am-3:30 pm.  Christ
the King Church, 8510 Wornall Rd, Kansas City, MO.
kcvirtue.com. 
MEN OF VALOR-MEN AND TEEN BOYS. November 15, 8:00
am-4:00 pm.  Colonial Presbyterian Church, 9500 Wornall Road,
Kansas City, MO.  Fee.  Keynote speaker Bill Corum & Dr. Peter
Kleponis along with testimony from Donny Pauling.  Includes
lunch & breakout session for men and teen boys.

SPECIAL CHURCH EVENTS
NEW OFFICE: Heartland Habitat for Humanity, 155 S 18th St,
Suite 120, Kansas City, KS  66102. Administrative and family serv-
ices.
GOSPEL SKATE NIGHT. Every 1st Tuesday of the month, 6:00
pm-8:00 pm.  Skate City Shawnee, 9800 W. 62nd Terrace, Mer-
riam, KS 66203.  Admission $6 and skate rental $2.  913-788-
7788.
OLD FASHION SUNDAY. September 7, 10:30 am.  Church on
the Rock Outreach Center, 1700 SW Market St, Lee’s Summit,
MO.  Free and open to the public.  Special musical guest 4 Him
Love.  This one day of the year, we step back in time with Old
Fashioned Gospel music, Holy Ghost preaching, dinner-on
grounds, contests and games.  816-246-7625.
2014 RACHEL HOUSE GOLF TOURNAMENT. September 8,

16-18.  Christ Triumphant Church, 401 NE Chipman Rd., Lee’s
Summit, MO  64063.  Featuring Patricia Kin, Stacey Campbell,
Pastors Alan & Carol Koch, and Julie Meyer.  816-524-6120.
LAUGH YOUR WAY TO A BETTER MARRIAGE WITH MARK
GUNGER. Oct. 24, 7-10pm.  Oct. 25, 9am-Noon.  Lenexa Chris-
tian Center, 17500 W 87th St, Lenexa, KS 66219.    Free Childcare
– MUST pre-register online.  $29 per person.  913-888-1559. 
RECONCILIATION WEEKEND. October 31-November 2.  If Not
For Grace Ministries.   jedlund@infg.org.  816-847-2911
WAIT NO MORE. November 1, 10:00 am-2:00 pm.  Colonial
Presbyterian Church, 9500 Wornall Rd., Kansas City, MO.  Spon-
sored by Focus on the Family.  Register at
iCareAboutOrphans.org.  
HEART OF AMERICA CHRISTIAN WRITERS NETWORK. Nov.
6 – 8.  Colonial Presbyterian Church, Quivira Campus, 12501 W
137th Street, OPKS.  www.hacwn.org

COME TO THE FIRE SIMULCAST. Oct 2 – 4.  College Church
of the Nazarene, 2020 East Sheridan in Olathe, KS.  The actual
conference is being held in Grove City, OH. cometothefire.org. 
SEND NORTH AMERICA EXPERIENCE TOUR. October 7, 7:00
pm-9:00 pm.  Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, 5001
North Oak Trafficway, Kansas City, MO  64118.  Pre-event work-
shops check-in at 12:30 pm, workshop from 1:00 pm-5:00 pm,
pre-event is free but must RSVP.  Speaker: David Platt, Brett
Younker & Band, Aaron Coe, and Harris III
DESIGNED FOR LIFE WOMEN’S CONFERENCE. October 9-
11.  JQH Arena, 685 S John Q. Hammons Pkwy, Springfield, MO.
417-581-5433.
GOOD NEWS CLUB TEAM ORIENTATION TRAINING. Octo-
ber 11, 9:00 am-4:00 pm.  First Baptist of Harrisonville, 504 W.
Wall Street, Harrisonville, MO.  $6.
REGIONAL WOMEN ON THE FRONTLINES 2014. October
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CALL US ABOUT OUR NEWEST SHIPMENTS!  816-795-7212
18921 E. Valley View Pkwy (Near COSTCO) Independence, MO

Open: Monday thru Saturday, 10am to 6pm!

Going
Out of Business!

Looking for a 
Discount Christian

Book Store?
We’re now KC’s ONLY 

Wholesale Outlet!

Everything Now Discounted60% – 80%
NO Exclusions! Hurry for Best Selection on Books, Jewelry, Bibles, Bible
Covers, Wall Art, Music, all Bible Helps, References and Commentaries.

calendar continuned on next page

THE TABERNACLE EXPERIENCE. LOCATED 17385 HWY 371, PLATTE CITY, MO. A
FULL SCALE REPLICA OF THE TABERNACLE OF THE WILDERNESS.

SEPT   OCT.

26 –5



11:00 am-1:00 pm.  Staley Farms Golf Club.
rachelhousefriends.org.   
PASTOR’S LUNCHEON “TO SET THE CAPTIVES FREE.” Sep-
tember 10.  If not for Grace Ministries.  For more information
contact Jama Edlund at jedlund@infg.org or 816-847-2911.
ANNUAL KANSAS CITY PRO-LIFE DINNER. September 12,
7:00 pm.  Kansas City Marriott, Downtown-Muehlebach Tower,
200 W. 12th Street, Kansas City, MO.  Keynote Speaker Sen. Rick
Santorum. Sponsored by Vitae Foundation.  1-800-393-5791.
5KDOG JOG AND BARK IN THE PARK. September 13, 8:00
am Dog Jog, 9:00 am Bark in the Park.  Kenagy Park, Raytown,
MO (79th & Raytown Rd.).  $35 adult, $10 child under 16.  Spon-
sored by Hope Network Raytown.  816-778-1105. 
DEFEET HUNGER 5K WALK/RUN & LUNCH PACKING TO
BENEFIT HARESTERS. September 13.  Independence First
United Methodist Church, 400 W Maple Ave, Independence, MO.
Go to www.defeethunger.com to learn more and sign up to
walk/run or to help pack 10,000 lunches.  816-863-4662
MULTI-CHURCH FELLOWSHIP FOR SINGLES AGES 50+.
September 13, 6:45 pm.  Homer’s Coffee House, 7126 W 80th

St, Overland Park, KS 66204.  To get on email list for upcoming
events, or for more information contact Sherri Armel at sherri-
armel@gmail.com.
LOVE’S OUTREACH COMMUNITY FOOD DISTRIBUTION.
September 13, 10:00 am-11:00 am.  Church on the Rock Out-
reach Center, 1700 SW Market St, Lee’s Summit, MO.  Free food
for families in need.  Valid ID and proof of residency needed to
participate.  Free and open to the public.  816-246-7625.
WHY MARRIAGE? September 13, 6:30 pm. Speaker Don Lewis.
The View Comm. Center, 13500 Byars Rd, Grandview.  Banquet
spon. by Black Americans for Life. 816-863-9528.
APPLE FESTIVAL 2014. September 13, 9:00 am-3:00 pm.  First
Baptist Church Raymore, 58 Hwy & South Washington St, Ray-
more, MO  64083.  Sponsored by Missouri Baptist Children’s
Home.  Quilts, crafts, music.  816-331-3469.
30TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION. September 14, 10:00

am. Christ Triumphant, 401 NE Chipman, Lee’s Summit, MO
64063.  Guest speaker Dr. Wes Adams.  Lunch will follow.  816-
524-6120
ANNUAL KID’S CARNIVAL. September 20, 12:00 pm-4:00
pm.  Abundant Life, 414 SW Persels, Lee’s Summit, MO  64081.
The event features activities for kids of all ages and free food
and drinks.  816-554-8181.
DIRECT SELLER’S AND VENDOR’S EVENT. September 20,
9:00 am-5:00 pm.  Lawson Assembly of God, D Highway, Law-
son, MO.  Proceeds from the sale of booths and concessions will
fund missions trip in February of 2015.  816-580-3708
33rd ANNUAL OMELET BRUNCH. September 20, 8:00 am-
12:00 pm.  Westport Community Center, 500 W 39th St, Kansas
City, MO.  $8 per person.  The fundraiser supports local Salvation
Army programs and services, including homeless shelters, food
pantries, emergency assistance and substance abuse programs.
816-756-1455.
THE LORD OF LIFE LUTHERAN CHURCH FALL GAINT
GARAGE SALE & MOPS BAKE SALE. September 25, 7:30 am-
5:00 pm  & September 26, 7:30 am-3:00 pm.  Lord of Life
Lutheran Church, 3105 W 135 St, Leawood, KS.  The church is lo-
cated between Mission Road and State Line on 135th Street.  All
items will be half price on Friday.  300 families donate to this
sale and it benefits church missions and ministries.  913-681-
5167.
12TH ANNUAL GOLF SCRAMBLE, TEE UP FORE! A GOOD
CAUSE. September 25.  The Golf Club of Creekmor, 1112 E. 163rd
St., Raymore, MO  64083.  Sponsored by Teaching God’s Infinite
Wisdom, Character That Counts, People Matter Ministries, and
Dedicated Life Coaching.  816-331-2621.
THE TABERNACLE EXPERIENCE. Sept. 26 – Oct. 5.  17385 Hwy.
371, Platte City, MO.  Spon. by First Baptist church of Platte City.
Full scale replica of the Tabernacle of the wilderness.  816-858-
2018.  
RIDERS FOR RIDERS. September 27.  Registration starts at
9:30 am at Blue Springs Harley Davidson.  Registration is
$25/rider and $15/passenger. Pre-register at www.Jakesclub.org
for only $20.  Lunch wil be served at the end of the ride.  www.cy-
cledisciples.org 
IMPROV COMEDY. September 27, 7:00 pm.  Greenleaf Music
& Arts Academy, 1500 East Kansas City Rd, Suite 10, Olathe, KS.
$5 and coffee and concessions are available for purchase.  Spon-
sored by Greenleaf Music & Arts Academy.  913-397-7071.
CHRISTIAN COLLEGE FAIR.  September 29, 6:00 pm-8:00 pm.
Maranatha Christian Academy, 15000 W 63rd St, Shawnee, KS
66216.  913-631-0637.
MISSOURI RIGHT TO LIFE-ANNUAL STAND UP FOR LIFE
BANQUET. October 2, 6:00 pm.  Hilton Garden Inn, 19677 E.
Jackson Dr., Independence, MO.  Keynote Speaker Sheryl Crosier.
816-353-4113.
MISSOURI VOTE 2014 ELECTION CALENDAR. October 8.
Last Day to Register.
EVENING OF PRAYER AND WORSHIP. October 10, 7:00 pm-
9:30 pm.  Colonial Presbyterian Church, 9500 Wornall, Kansas
City, MO.  913-341-1059.
WHAT WE CAN ALL DO TO SAVE AMERICA PROTECTING
LIFE AND RELIGIOUS LIBERTY. October 14, 6:00 pm-8:30
pm.  Overland Park Convention Center, Overland Park, KS.  The
Women’s Clinic of Kansas City presents an evening with Dr. Ben
Carson.  816-836-9000 ext. 235.
BOW TIES FOR BABIES BENEFITING ALEXANDERA’S
HOUSE.  October 24, 6:00 pm.  Grand Street Café, 4740 Grand
Ave, Kansas City, MO  64112.  $150 per person.  Reception, silent
and live auction and dinner.  Alexandra’s House has been lovingly
serving as a free, prenatal hospice for terminally ill unborn, new-
borns and abandoned babies, relying solely on private donations
to keep its doors open.
“THE MARKET.” October 24, 10:00 am-8:00 pm & October
25, 10:00 am-4:00 pm.  Central Church of the Nazarene, 12500
W 87th St Pkwy, Lenexa, KS.  Free.  Many vendors will display
finely crafted items such as jewelry, home decor, holiday deco-
rations, furniture, clothing, purses, and much more.  After
browsing, enjoy a free cup of coffee or hot cider at the Cookie
Café where a wide assortment of homemade cookies and candy
will be available for purchase.
CLUE MURDER MYSTERY DESSERT & COFFEE. October 31,
7:30 pm.  Calvary Bible College, Kansas City, MO.  Sponsored by
the Calvary Foundation.  Theatre Department Fundraiser.  More
details to come.  816-322-0110
43RD ANNUAL HOLIDAY MARKET. November 8, 9:00 a.m.
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“Pray for Our
Nation”

Pick up a FREE bumper sticker 
at Beacon Bible Books in Belton or 

Tree of Life in Independence!

calendar continuned on next page

THE PRESIDENT’S OWN UNITED STATES MARINE BAND. 7:00 PM. THE KAUFFMAN
CENTER, 1601 BROADWAY BLVD., KANSAS CITY, MO.

SEPT

10



to 3:00 p.m. Holmeswood Baptist Church, 9700 Holmes Rd,
Kansas City, MO 64131.  If you would like to obtain information
on renting a booth to sell your merchandise, please go to
www.holmeswood.org  to download booth information and reg-
istration or call the church office at 816.942-1729.  Booth rentals
support youth missions.

FINE ARTS
BENTON IN BLACK AND WHITE. Through February 15, 2015.
Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art, 4525 Oak St., Kansas City, MO
64111.  Thomas Hart Benton’s 125th birthday!  See a selection
of lithographs in Gallery 214 and visit your favorite Benton paint-
ing from the permanent collection.  816-751-1321.
YOU CAN’T TAKE IT WITH YOU. September 4,5,6.  Excelsior
Springs Community Theatre, 114 Marietta St, Excelsior Springs,
MO  64024.  816-637-3728.
OUR TOWN. September 5-28.  Spencer Theatre, 4949 Cherry
St, Kansas City, MO  64110.  816-26-2700
THE PRESIDENT’S OWN UNITED STATES MARINE BAND.
September 10, 7:00 pm.  Kauffman Center, 1601 Broadway Blvd,
Kansas City, MO.  Free.  Marine Band Concert offer a unique
blend of traditional concert band and contemporary wind en-
semble musical suitable for people of all ages.  816-471-0400.
THE PLAINS INDIANS: ARTISTS OF EARTH AND SKY. Sep-

tember 19.  The Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art, 4525 Oak St.,
Kansas City, MO 64111.  Power and they have for more than four
centuries.  This exhibition celebrates the accomplishments.  816-
751-1278.
PUNCH & JUDY. September 20, 11:00 am-2:00 pm.  A tent
across from Vivilore on Winner Rd and Appleton.$5 per person.
Sponsored by Puppetry Arts Institute.  This story is 352 years
old and is full of slapstick comedy.  For this performance we can
only do cash or checks.  816-833-9777. 
SCHOOL HOUSE ROCK. September 25, 10:00 am (school day)
& 7:00 pm(family day). September 26, 10:00 am(school day) &
7:00 pm.  September 27, 2:00 pm & 7:00 pm.  September 28,
2:00 pm. Bell Cultural Events Center, MidAmerica Nazarene,
2030 East College Way, Olathe, KS  66062.  Sponsored by Chris-
tian Youth Theatre.  913-681-3318.
SESSICAL! October 16, 10:00 am(school day) & 7:00 pm(family
day).  October 17, 10:00 am(school day) & 7:00 pm.  October 18,
2:00 pm & 7:00 pm.  October 19, 2:00 pm.  Goppert Theater Avila
University, 11901 Wornall Rd, Kansas City, MO  64145.  Sponsored
by Christian Youth Theatre.  913-681-3318

FAMILY OUTINGS
POPS IN THE PARK. September 1, 7:00 pm.  Theatre in the
Park, 7710 Renner Rd, Shawnee, KS. Free.  Bring your family

and friends, plus blankets, lawn chairs and a picnic dinner.  Park-
ing lot opens at 4:30 pm.  The Symphony’s Instrument Petting
Zoo starts at 5:30 pm.
UNION STATION’S 100TH ANNIVERSARY KICKOF CELE-
BRATION. September 5, 5:30 pm-open to public, 6:30 pm-live
music concert, 8:30 pm-Union Station Revealed.  Union Station,
30 W Pershing Rd, Kansas City, MO.  The Monument Comes Alive
in Breathtaking Multimedia Outdoor Digital Show.  816-460-
2020.
ART WESTPORT 2014. September 5-7.  Friday: 5:00 pm-9:00
pm.  Saturday: 10:00 pm-9:00 pm.  Sunday: 11:00 am-5:00 pm.
Original art, unique jewelry, fine crafts and much more.
KANSAS CITY CHALK AND WALK. September 6, 11:00 am-
7:00 pm & September 7, 11:00 am-5:00 pm.  Crown Center
Square, 2450 Grand Blvd, Kansas City, MO.  You are invited to
experience the creation of these street paintings, interact with
the artist, enjoy street performers, Children’s Creative Corridor
and Workshop.  
THE DISCOVERY OF KING TUT.  Through Sept. 7.  Union Sta-
tion, 300 W. Pershing, KCMO.  The exhibit will feature a total of
1,000 breathtaking reproductions that were scientifically and
expertly hand-crafted over five years by leading Egyptian arti-
sans.  816-460-6TUT.
INDIA FEST 2014.  September 7, 11:00 am-6:00 pm.  Overland
Park Convention Center, 6000 College Blvd, Overland Park, KS
66211.  Free.  Indulge, feel and celebrate the festivals of India.
With artifacts, food, jewelry, clothes, games, informational
booths and much more.
RINGLING BROS. AND BARNUM & BAILEY CIRCUS: BUILT
TO AMAZE. September 10, 7:00 pm.  September 11, 7:00 pm.
September 12, 7:00 pm.  September 13, 11:00 am, 3:00 pm, &
7:00 pm.  September 14, 1:00 pm & 5:00 pm.  Sprint Center, 1407
Grand Blvd, Kansas City, MO  64106.  1-888-929-7849.
FIBRO 5-K RUN/WALK. September 13, 8:00 am.  Shawnee
Mission Park, 7900 Renner Rd, Shawnee, KS.  5K Certified
Course; 1 mile family fun run/walk, t-shirt.  Help bring awareness
to fibromyalgia.  913-384-4673.
ON THE BRINK. Through September 14.  National World War
I Museum at Liberty Memorial, 100 W 26th St, Kansas City, MO
64108.  The exhibition incorporates a journalistic and documen-
tary approach and portrays the story of the assassination and
aftermath through a series of newspaper articles, photographs
and quotes from diplomatic sources.  816-888-8100.
PLAZA ART FAIR 2014. September 19, 5:00 pm-10:00 pm.
September 20, 10:00 am-10:  pm.  September 21, 11:00 am-5:00

pm.  Country Club Plaza, 4750 Broadway Blvd, Kansas City, MO
64112.  Free.  Features 240 artists from across the country, food
from 30 Plaza restaurants, 3 live music stages and more than
20 community arts organizations.  816-561-3456
THE AMERICAN ROYAL PARADE. September 27, 9:45 am.
The Parade will travel north up Grand Boulevard from Pershing
to Truman Road.  www.americanroyal.com/events. 
WILD WEST DAYS. September 27, 10:00 am-4:00 pm.  Ma-
haffie, Stagecoach Stop & Farm, 1200 Kansas City Road, Olathe,
KS  66061.  $5/ages 5 & up or a special family rate of 5 tickets
for $20!  Enjoy our annual fall event featuring live entertainment

from the Whip Guy, Wicked Liars, Gunsmoke & Petticoats, Pro-
fessor Farquar and more!  Lots of hand on children’s activities
for the whole family.  913-971-5111.
FALL PARADE OF HOMES 2014. September 27-October 12,
11:00 am-6:00 pm daily.  Free admission.  www.kchba.org/kc-
parade-of-home/fall/
STATE OF DECEPTION, THE POWER OF NAZI PROPA-
GANDA.  Through Oct. 25.  National Archives at Kansas City,
400 West Pershing Rd., KCMO.  Produced by The United States
Holocaust Memorial Museum.  913-327-8190.
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ferent things to different people. For some
it may contain an indictment against any-
thing, including religion that demands
from us uniformity. But is it an allegory
for existential reasoning, or can spiritual
conceptions also be found in the produc-
tion? 
For me it reveals the importance and

sanctity of life. It
even suggests that
we lift our heads
up from iPod
screens in order to
witness the won-
ders around us. It
also (again, for
me) implies that it
is men’s directives
that make drones
out of us, not an
obedience to our
Creator.
The director

filmed much of
the story in B&W, in order to showcase the
blahness of a culture where, if I may use a

quote from Network, “all necessities pro-
vided, all anxieties tranquilized, all bore-
dom amused.” Then, like the film
Pleasantville, once views of hope, faith and
love are experienced, vivid color is added.
I’m not sure the filmmaker
is suggesting that a rela-
tionship with Christ is
what leads to true
contentment, but as
in Logan’s Run, it does
send a message con-
cerning the dangers
found in a so-
c a l l e d
utopian
way of
life.
  

There are many freethinkers who want us
to become more venturous and more di-
verse, while at the same time demand the
embrace of government as the end all for
our contentment. So, whether on purpose
or despite themselves, those who brought
this story to the screen have indicted many
institutions that today’s American citizens

now sanction. In-
cluding the
over-use of
medications
to alter our
moods or
hyper-ac-
tivity.

F o r
exam-
ple: at
o n e
point in
the film,
a baby is
given a
serum to
the brain

that kills it. The person giving the injection
sees no wrong in the process, as the baby
is not living up to society’s expectations.
Surely this was a condemning of the act of
euthanasia and abortion. Can it be seen
any other way?

  Other such examples in the film point
out the destructive embrace of a govern-
ment that stresses man’s directives over
God’s. Surely, this was not the intent of the
filmmaker. For Hollywood filmmakers
don’t do such things. But that’s what the
film did for me.
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MOVIES, BOOKS, MUSIC & MORE!

September Blizzard of the Month!

Apple Pie!
Cinnamon Apple Pie Filling blended with Crunchy Pie Pieces

1900 SW 7 Hwy in Blue Springs
(1/2 miles south of 40 Hwy)  228-1711

14420 E. 40 Hwy
(Noland Rd. in Independence) 478-8060

Dairy Queen

Family
Owned &
Operated!

11904 Shawnee Mission Parkway, Shawnee, KS  
Ph. 913-962-5151.  Come see us! 

THE GIVER GIVES FUTURISTIC VIEW THAT SEEMS CONTEMPORARY
moviereview

by Phil Boatwright

In a seemingly perfect community,
without war, pain, suffering, differences or
choice, a young boy is chosen to learn
from an elderly man
about the true pain
and pleasure of the
"real" world. It’s
known as a dystopic
society wherein
good intentions
have led the way to a
bland but pleasing
conformity. This is
the rub. In the
words of Derek
Flint in Our Man
Flint, “It’s your idea
of perfection, not
mine.”

I suppose, as with any great art, this
handsomely produced movie will say dif-

PERSECUTED 
STARS: Jeff Bridges, Meryl Streep, 
Brenton Thwaites, Alexander Skarsgård,
Katie Holmes, Odeya Rush, Cameron
Monaghan, Taylor Swift, Emma Trem-
blay
RATED:  PG-13
DIRECTOR: Phillip Noyce

film411

I think a lot 
of us struggle 
with doubt or 

whatever and it's
in those moments
that our faith is

tested.

Dixon recalls faltering faith on 'American Idol' days

Christian artist Colton Dixon has come a long way since his "American
Idol" days. The season 11 finalist just released his sophomore album "Anchor"
and won a Dove award for his first record. He shares how his faith plays a huge
role in who he is in both his personal and professional life.
"I grew up in a Christian home, so it's been a part of my life for quite a long

time," the singer said. "I  decided to become a Christian when I was 7, so I was
a young one, but man I haven't turned back it's just been such a part of who I
am and my music and what I want to do."
Despite turning to God at such a young age, his faith was challenged when

he made it on "American Idol" in 2011.
"I remember being on 'American Idol' and feeling so disconnected and so

alone," he recalled. " I hadn't talked to my family or my friends in what seemed

like weeks because you're so busy doing other things and just kind of had to
had that reassuring moment, like okay, I know God's still in this. [I] just needed
to know I was doing the right thing, and after being encouraged and reassured
of that, I was good to go."
Dixon hopes his struggle on "Idol" can be an inspiration to his fans going

through a hard time.
"I think a lot of us struggle with doubt or whatever and it's in those mo-

ments that our faith is tested," the 22-year-old said. "You can either grow in
your faith or you can take a step backwards, and I just want to encourage peo-
ple to trust that He's right there."

  He's the first to admit that being in the spotlight isn't always easy.
  "I mean God says that we're going to be held to a higher standard especially

those up on a stage so that's something to be expected," said the "More of You"

by Sasha Bogursky

See DIXON page 19



holies, no one wanted to leave,” she said.
“There was no song sheet. No song book.
No overhead. Just worship. For forty-five
minutes, we worshipped.” 

  Truesdale prayed about doing the
event again for even more people.

  “The third time we had the event, we
sanctioned off the entire sanctuary,” she
said. “It was a more accurate set up and
about twenty-two churches attended.”

  While the event seems to make a last-
ing impact, Truesdale is strict about host-
ing it only when God places it on her heart
to.

  “I take this very seriously,” she said.
“It’s not just an event to do for the heck of
it. I wait for the green light to do it again
according to His voice.”

  This past January, Truesdale received
her green light when a random woman
she met told her she sensed that Truesdale
was supposed to be leading people into the
Holy of Holies–the inner sanctum of the
ancient tabernacle.

  “That’ll just about do it,” Truesdale
laughed. “I prayed on a date and came up
with the tenth of October.”

  It wasn’t until she pulled out a Jewish
calendar that Truesdale realized the date
chosen for this year’s event was on the

third day of the Feast of the Tabernacle.
  Designed for men, women and chil-

dren, Truesdale said her goal is to educate
Christians on the importance of under-
standing that the human heart is the mod-
ern tabernacle. 

  “We have to spend time in prayer and
in worship,” she said. “We have to devote
time to those things.”

  More information on An Evening of
Prayer and Worship can be found at
www.HAMW.org. 

singer. "It does make it difficult sometimes, I mean I'm not perfect
by any means. I'm human and I'm going to make mistakes. 

  "It can be hard when I do slip up...you're only being criticized
instead of being lifted up. 
Especially lately, it feels like Christians have really gotten the

wrong end of the stick...we're all going to make mistakes and that
doesn't put us on a pedestal more than anybody else."

  At the end of the day, it's about staying true to who you are,
Dixon said.

  "It's really just about making sure every opportunity is lined
up with that you want to do. And there's even some opporunties
that don't go against my moral system that I don't think is adding
to what's going on so I won't necessarily do them."

The most artistically sophisticated
commercial hit band born of the Christian
music industry by a long shot, Jars of Clay
celebrates 20 years together in 2014 with
this aptly named double
album, 20. It contains as
many newly recorded
songs—18 of them real
fresh takes on fan-chosen
past favorites plus two just-
written cuts that stay true
to the creative quartet’s gift
for deep, poetic pop. While
such revisits often deserve
a negative “retread” label,
20 is positively all-around cool.��

  Why? It’s because these Jars greet the
effort with a blank slate mentality. Making
this many songs with different back stories
flow seamlessly rather than seeming

poorly stitched together requires open-
eyed dedication and talent; both are abun-
dant here. To pull it off, the set is largely
acoustic but never lacks energy thanks to
string sections, thick harmonies, and dy-
namic guitars. Stripped bare, exciting to

rebuild, and never
phoned in, the old stuff
takes a new shape.��

Sometimes the
changes are subtle but
strong enough, like on
“No One Loves Me Like
You,” where the perform-
ance has more sunshine
than the sleepier original.
“It Is Well” doesn’t stray

far from its Redemption Songs mold, but
simplified it sounds warmer and close
enough to be coming from your living
room. Charlie Lowell’s piano playing
makes “Something Beautiful” sparkle; one

can sense the fun each member is having
whenever an obviously updated riff
emerges.��

  Speaking of that, don’t miss the
amped up “Trouble Is” where Stephen
Mason’s perfectly sloppy slide guitar and
a fully functioning drum kit turn Who We
Are Instead’s calling card into what should
become an adult alternative radio smash
today. And talk about ambition, “God Will
Lift Up Your Head” experiments with sev-
eral moods in a single take—a driving Joy
Division verse, dreamy chorus, and folksy
finale—with winning results.��20 also
maps the band’s fine progression. “Boys”
is a poignant father-to-son song these par-
ents couldn’t have written in 1994. The
new “If You Love Her” finds every cham-
ber of Jars of Clay’s heart—the rising
melodies, Matt Odmark’s pristine strum-
ming, social justice for Africa, and the
spirit of Christ throughout. And get a load

of “Ghost in the Moon,” wherein singer
Dan Haseltine channels Tom Waits while
the players go all Pink Floyd.��

  All these charms, and we haven’t even

discussed the other twelve songs here.20
succeeds in getting the listener excited
about Jars of Clay’s past, present, and fu-
ture.
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DIXON
continued from page 18

by Ed Cardinal

Even though the U.S. Department of
State reports that Christians in more
than 60 other countries face persecution
from their own governments or sur-
rounding neighbors, many American
Christians believe that they will not have
to endure suffering for their faith. Chris-
tians have been subjected to persecution
and martyrdom for two thousand years.

Today, especially in Muslim countries,
under dictatorships, and under commu-
nism, untold numbers of men and
women are facing jail, torture, and even
death for their faith in Christ. But will
those who believe in the theory of the
pre-tribulation rapture be ready for the
persecution to come to Christians in our
modern-day Western Nations?

  Steven L. Sherman, author of THE
LAST DAYS CALENDAR: Understand-

ing God’s Appointed Times is a “watch-
man on the wall.” He recognizes that in
our foreseeable future, even those who

Author addresses Signs of the Times in book

LAST DAYS CALENDAR
nAUTHOR: STEVEN L. SHERMAN�
nPUBLISHER: REDEMPTION PRESS

book411Russ Jones |  christianpress.com

See BOOK page 21

Auto Collision
Repair Experts!
Accidents • Deer Damage • Hail Damage • Theft

Written Lifetime Guarantee

913-764-8555
www.BFbodyworks.com

• Insurance Claim Assistance
• Clean & Professional Facilities
• Watch Repairs On-Line
• 24-Hour Towing
Open: Mon-Fri 8-5 • Sat 8-12
BF Bodyworks Inc.
311 N. Lindenwood

Olathe, Kan.

HOLY PRIESTS
continued from page 6



The Festival of Praise Will be hitting
Kansas City this month, featuring the
multi-award winning (GRAMMY,
Dove and Stellar, to name a few) record-
ing artists Fred Hammond and Donnie
McClurkin. September is considered
Gospel Heritage Month, and The Festi-
val of Praise tour is a testament.
"The tour will be anointed, big and

festive, and will include something for
everyone," Hammond said. The tour
will also include many of their classic
songs, as well as duets by the singers. It
will also address some of the spiritual

trials Christians face in this world.
"We've got to address the spirit of

heaviness," said McClurkin, after men-
tioning the bout of depression he dealt

with a few months back, "we need to
sing about it, talk about it and sing
about the remedy for it, which is God
and one another." This tour will also see
Donnie McClurkin promoting his

newest release, "Duets."
Fred Hammond and Donnie Mc-

Clurkin will be performing at the Music
Hall in Kansas City on Sept. 19, and
Friendly Temple Missionary Baptist
Church in St. Louis on Sept 20. For
more information on the Festival of
Praise Tour please visit www.festivalof-
praise.com.

Jason Gray in Marshall
Marshall, Mo. continues to bring in

big names with another free concert this
fall. Jason Gray and his With Every Act
of Love Tour, will include special guests
Unspoken and  Lindsay McCaul. Just
east of Kansas City, Marshall churches
have joined together to bring in great
music that provide a short and conven-
ient road trip for KC area Christain
music fans to enjoy. The show will start
at 7:30 in Bueker Middle School. For
more information, please call 660-831-
5219
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musicscene

Festival of Praise coming to Kansas City

to ask God to work on me instead of everyone
else. As a result, when the environment of my
circumstances says it’s dandelion season, I
look to the Holy Spirit to respond with a rose-
bud of love instead.

Consider the times you find yourself angry
or lashing out to those you care for. Ask Jesus
to open your eyes to the root of your weed.
With His help, you can heal and overcome any
repressed fears or repressed pain.

–Kharissa Forte is a wife and mother of two.
She earned her journalism degree from UMKC
and utilizes it to minister to women via her blog
DreamBigMinistries.wordpress.com.

SISTERSKEEPER
continued from page 11



If you’re like me, and you’re new to au-
thor Ann H. Gabhart’s “Rosey Corner” se-
ries, I’ve got some good news. If you start
with the third book Love Comes Home,
it’s perfectly fine.
Yes, Gabhart is just that skilled at mak-

ing Love Comes Home feel self-contained,
and while I’m sure there’s benefits to read-
ing Angel Sister and Small Town Girl be-
forehand, it doesn’t take long to figure out
what makes these charming small-town
locals tick. See, unlike many novels that
thrive on rollercoaster twists of plot, Love
Comes Home is far more interested in of-
fering three-dimensional characters.
Like Louisa May Alcott did so master-

fully with Little Women, Gabhart also un-
derstands the complexities—and comedic
possibilities—of sisterly dynamics when
introducing the audience to the Merritt
sisters. With World War II drawing to a
close, the citizens of Rosey Corner, which
includes these four very distinct sisters an-
choring the narrative, are busy gearing up
for the homecoming festivities for their

men in uniform.
But as excited as Kate, Evangeline, Vic-

toria and Lorena are for the next phase of
their lives, not everything goes as
smoothly as planned. Not surprisingly,
war changes people, and Gabhart does a
fantastic job of exploring the emotional
aftermath.
For one sister, it’s wrestling with what it

means to be married to someone you
don’t know all that well anymore. For an-

other sister, it’s watching your spouse
struggle with something that didn’t have
an official name at the time, namely post-
traumatic stress disorder. The loss of a
spouse and extended family, and the chal-
lenge of moving forward, haunts the two
remaining sisters, and through vivid prose,
Gabhart allows the reader to feel the sting
of each disappointment.
An intriguing study in what happens

when our life plans don’t line up with

God’s will, Love Comes Home may be set
in the past but has plenty of timely reso-
nance all the same. Should my description
come across as a total bummer, however,
there is plenty of levity to balance these
more serious circumstances.

  It takes a particularly skilled pen not
to descend into total cheesiness in the
quest for a happy ending, and Gabhart
clearly understands the tricky balance. The
spiritual applications Gabhart makes are

also organic and
unforced, which is
always a welcome
development in
Christian fiction.

F i l l e d
with memorable
characters you
can’t help rooting
for and a few un-
expected detours

along the way, Love Comes Home is his-
torical fiction at its finest, an opportunity
to learn about the past by escaping to a fas-
cinating new world filled with possibility.
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BEACON BIBLE 
& BOOK STORE

517 Main Street • Belton, MO  •  816-331-8974
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9 to 6 • Sat. 9-5 • See our Facebook Page!

2015 CALENDARS 
ARE HERE!

Bible Covers and more
20% off any item with ad.

one item with coupon
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previously enjoyed religious freedom will
be persecuted for faith in Christ.

  First of all,
you must under-
stand that in the
last days scoffers
will come, scoffing
and following
their own evil de-
sires. They will say,
“Where is this
“coming” he
promised?” 2 Peter
3:3-4a

  As Christians are dragged to prison
and even martyrdom, will they be
ridiculed with, “Where is this coming your
Jesus promised?” Millions of Christians
anticipate a secret and silent, pre-tribula-
tion rapture, whisking them away to the
glorious marriage supper of the Lamb.
This concept is alluring. It would be a
source of comfort not to have to endure
through the coming great tribulation. Al-
though this doctrine has wide appeal, does
biblical evidence confirm it as truth?

  The Book of Revelation is a letter to all
Christians. It is a call for patient endurance
and exhorts the believer to stand firm
through fiery trials. Those who have
placed their faith in the Messiah can take
heart because Jesus has assured his follow-
ers of final victory.

  In order to better understand the
Book of Revelation, as well as all the
prophetic verses of Scripture, it is neces-
sary to interpret these passages within the
context of historic Judaism and with the
knowledge of The Festivals of the Lord.
God’s “Appointed Times” for Israel are not
just historic ceremonies, but prophetic
declarations that encompass both the First
Advent and the Second Coming of Christ.

  But he that shall endure unto the end,
the same shall be saved. Matthew 24:13

  THE LAST DAYS CALENDAR: Un-
derstanding God’s Appointed Times is a
must read.

BOOK
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Little Women + WWII Setting = Love Comes Home



for holding a retreat. Even though
well intentioned, your reason may
be not be sound. Here are seven
bad reasons for holding a retreat: 
1. Tradition.Many people think

that annual retreats are a good idea
just because they’ve always done
one. They think just the act of
bringing people together is a good
idea. But having a retreat without
a serious purpose is a bad idea. A
retreat is not a party or a picnic.
People don’t generally appreciate
having their time wasted. Pointless
retreats will breed cynicism faster
than you can imagine. 
2. Making an individual prob-

lem a group problem.Oftentimes
leaders have a few non-team play-
ers and they decide a retreat is the
best way to deal with these issues.
Resist that urge. While an offsite
can be a great way to surface and
negotiate differences, the issues

raised in a retreat should be ger-
mane and actionable to everyone
in the room, not just a select few. 
3. Talking at participants in-

stead of with them. Retreats are
not a one-way conversation. Re-
treats are not the appropriate
venue for lengthy presentations or
agenda pushing. While it is impor-
tant to keep people well informed,
day-long presentations do not
constitute a retreat. People associ-
ate retreats with participation and
change. 
4. Retreat as reward.Many or-

ganizational leaders want to use a
retreats as a way to reward hard
work. This is a mistake. People
rarely see retreats as rewards. Be-
cause they are likely to have even
more work as the result of a day
(or two) out of the office. If you
want to reward employees give
them a bonus or a day off. 
5. Improving morale.A retreat

in and of itself is not going to im-
prove morale. While using a re-

treat to explore morale issues, do
not confuse the diagnosis with the
treatment. In fact, holding a retreat
can actually worsen morale if ac-
tion isn’t taken from ideas or con-
cerns raised in the retreat. 
6. The covert agenda. This

means not putting real choice on
the table. People view retreats as an
opportunity to provide real input
on real change. Leaders will some-
times use a retreat as a way to “get
buy-in” on an issue in which they
have already decided. But it is dan-
gerous to involve participants in a
retreat on an issue that is already
decided. Do not use a retreat to
push a covert agenda or give peo-
ple a false sense of participation. 
7. No intention (or ability) to

follow through or act on partici-
pants’ suggestions.When you ask
people for their input, you raise ex-
pectations that it will be imple-
mented. Do not disappoint them. 

SUCCESSFUL RETREAT PLANNING 
Now that you know why (and

why not) to hold a retreat and
what you can expect to get out of
it, you have to take the time to de-
sign and execute one. A good re-
treat can improve
communication, energize and mo-
tivate, improve engagement and or
improve skill sets. A bad retreat can
make matters worse. Good retreats
require weeks, if not months, of
solid planning in order to be effec-
tive. 
Following the suggestions in

this Retreat Planning Guide can
help you find success, whatever
your organization and whatever
the size.

–Mary Abbajay is a partner in
the Careerstone Group, a profes-
sional consulting company that spe-
cializes in leveraging generational
diversity to support organizational
success. She can be reached at
mary@careerstonegroup.com 

MUSIC WORSHIP LEADER. 5 hours
($70) week. Wyandotte County Church.
More information:
larry.s.keller@gmail.com

WORSHIP/SONG LEADER needed 1st
Sun of the month for approx 15 min to
lead in old tyme hymns @John Knox Care
facility.  Please call David @ 816-510-3416
or Kim @ 816-358-0020.

DAYCARE. The Sheepfold Daycare pro-
vides summer childcare Monday – Friday
7am-7pm. Limited evening and weekend
slots. Call Dorie at 913-660-3191.
http://thesheepfolddaycare.weebly.com/

CHRISTIAN COUNSELING SERVICES.
7029 W. 74th St., O.P., KS. For families,
couples and individuals. For appoint-
ment call Dorie 913-660-3191.

http://scofielddorie.wix.com/counseling.

FOR SALE Beautiful 4-Bedroom Home
FSBO - $224,900 / 816-830-3782. 509
Fairway Road, Belton, MO, 4 br, 3.5
baths, Family Room with custom enter-
tainment center, kitchenette. www.for-
salebyowner.com

AVAILABLE FOR CHURCH CHILDCARE
FOR SPECIAL EVENTS OR BIBLE
STUDY. GENERAL CLEAING. References
available. Stay at home Mom. 816-322-
3345 or 816-769-8593. 

To place a classified in the paper, call
816-524-4522.

Place your classifed ad with the Metro Voice! Call today: 816.524.4522

your budget for the event. Con-
sider allocating funds for activi-
ties, speaker, travel, insurance,
etc. You may even want to set up
an optional payment plan for
students.
5. Set your travel.Traveling in

groups saves gas and reduces the
chance of guests getting lost
while also allowing for group
bonding and community build-
ing starting, even before you
reach your destination!
6. Create your program-

ming.Your program can be as
involved or simple as you
choose. Some retreats have a
goal of rest, relaxation and time
away.Some events bring in
bands, speakers and have
planned programming. Your
audience and your goals will di-
rect your program and help dic-
tate the schedule.
7. Choose your activities.Ac-

tivities can draw guests in to sign
up for your event and should be
carefully considered as you plan.
It is also important to ask of any
age or physical limitations for

activities offered. Some activities
may have an additional cost or
may only be offered at a special
time of year.
8. Promote your event. In

order for your guests to plan for
the retreat, it is best to let them
know about the dates and cost
requirements as soon as possi-
ble. Flyers, announcements and
word of mouth are great ways to
get your event promoted at
group meetings and services.
9. Finalize details. As your

event approaches, it is impor-
tant to keep track of sign-ups
and keep them within the con-
tracted minimum/maximum. If
you anticipate your numbers
being higher than anticipated,
contact your retreat coordinator
to inquire if there is any addi-
tional bed space available.
10. Evaluate. and plan for

next year.After the event, be sure
to give your group an evaluation
to aid in planning future events.
To ensure you get the best dates
for your next retreat, talk with
your Retreat Coordinator before
departing to rebook.
– Maddie Quick is Guest Serv-

ices Specialist at Sky Ranch

WHY RETREATS
continued from page 7
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members of society.  
When the Mission first opened its

doors at 545 Main Street in 1924, the
Bulkleys began reaching out to the
“drunkards and derelicts” of Skid Row
with a hot meal and the message of God’s
Word.  By 1926, women and children—
hungry for food and spiritual support—
were also among the evening guests.  In
1927, the Mission leased the empty
Madame Lovejoy mansion, which be-
came home to the Bulkley family them-
selves and provided space for the
Mission’s first dormitories for homeless
men.  
Soon the Mission’s footprint extended

beyond the inner city.  In 1933 it pur-
chased a 1,000-acre tract of land in the
Ozarks near Warsaw, Missouri, as a
peaceful refuge for homeless men.  A year
later, Camp CUMCITO (City Union
Mission Camp in the Ozarks) was added
there to provide summer fun in a Chris-
tian environment for impoverished chil-
dren.
In 1954, under the leadership of Rev.

Maurice Vanderberg, the Mission devel-
oped the Christian Life Program for men,
the first long-term rehabilitation pro-
gram of its kind.  As the demand for this
life-changing outreach grew, in 1972 the
Mission purchased the former University
of Missouri Dental College on the corner
of 10th and Troost.  After five years of ren-
ovation, the Mission’s headquarters and

Men’s Center moved in.  Then in the late
1970s, as our city’s homeless population
changed to include more women and
mothers with children, the Mission re-
sponded by opening a Family Shelter and
broadened services for this vulnerable
group.  
Between 2000 and 2010, the Mission

built new facilities and renovated older
ones to enhance accommodations and
services for homeless men, women and
children alike.  In recent years, as the fal-
tering economy put more people at risk
of losing their independence, the Mission
created more targeted services to help in-
dividuals achieve the training they need
to find gainful employment and succeed
in the workforce.  This summer at Camp
CUMCITO, the Mission will break
ground on a multipurpose building
which will not only have a positive impact
on the more than 600 young campers

who attend each summer, but also offer a
year-round setting for family camps,
church retreats and other functions.
Over the years Mission programs have

grown to keep pace with the number of
men, women and children seeking assis-
tance.  In 1969, 100,344 meals were served
and 28,815 beds were provided.  Last year,
the Mission served 274,091 nourishing
meals and provided 165,121 nights of
lodging. Currently, hundreds of individ-
uals every year are welcomed into the
Mission’s long-term life-changing Chris-
tian Life Program for men and New Life
Program for women and families.
But the need continues.  “Jesus said the

poor will always be with us,” shares Exec-
utive Director Rev. Daniel J. Doty, who
has led the Mission’s growing outreach
since January 1992.  “And we continue to
rely on the support of this community to
be a foundation of hope and empower-
ment for the homeless and marginalized.”
He invites the community to be part of
the Mission’s next 90 years by taking part
in upcoming 90th anniversary events.
On September 19, the Mission will

present the music of southern Gospel
artist Lynda Randle, along with Paul Land
and Ray Hildebrand, in a benefit concert
called Celebrating
90 Years: More
Than a Soup
Kitchen.  The
event begins at
7:30 p.m. at First
Baptist Church
in Raytown, and
tickets can be
purchased in
advance at
Mardel stores in
Overland Park
and Independence
and on the Mission’s website, www.cityu-
nionmission.org.
The Mission is also sponsoring the Al

Newell Volunteer Management Seminar,
which offers churches and other min-
istries an effective and proven model for
recruiting and training high-impact vol-
unteers.  Valued at $795 per person, the
Mission is offering it for only $150 per
person.  
The event will be held October 1 and

2 at Graceway from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Registration is available online at

www.cityunionmission.org.
And to mark this milestone in its his-

tory, the Mission is offering a special book
that captures the thoughts and emotions
of the youngest and most vulnerable
members of our city.  The Mission asked
boys and girls in its shelter and youth pro-
grams to describe what homelessness
looks and feels like to them.  The result is
“Drawing on Faith, Drawing on Hope,” a
moving compilation of words and art di-
rect from the hearts of children who are
brave, sad, funny and filled with insight

beyond their years.
It can be purchased
online at
www.cityunionmis-

sion.org.
“Ninety years later, we

continue to build on the foundation laid
by our early leaders,” Doty said.  “And
today—as from day one—we’re honored
to be a part of this great city and ever
thankful for the prayers and financial
support of caring individuals, churches,
businesses and civic groups that allow us
to carry out our mission.  With their con-
tinued partnership, we’re looking forward
to strengthening the fabric of our Kansas
City community for the next 90 years and
beyond.”

Church of the Nazarene's office ad-
ministrator, told CP. The church is
also in talks with neighboring
African-American Church Ferguson
Heights Church of Christ and its
minister Conley Gibbs Jr. to host
more events for the community.
Gibbs said the churches who are

coming together to pray and dialogue
are taking their cues from the Bible.
The Bible, he noted, shows that in
times of chaos, "God never looked to
the world. He looked to His people."
Many Ferguson churches are ex-

hibiting what Gibbs called "godly
conduct" with peaceful efforts such as
his church's recent prayer vigil, and
are drawing a diverse crowd to pray
and talk. Unfortunately, he said, such
events are virtually ignored by the
media. "What we're seeing on the

news does not reflect some of the
good things that are happening," said
Gibbs.
Thompson said the media coverage

of the confrontations in front of Fer-
guson police stations is adding fuel to
the fire.
Referring to images and reports of

heavily armed police officers riding in
tanks, protesters crowding city streets,
and discharged rubber bullets and
tear gas canisters, she declared, "the
media is not helping" but is instead
"striking fear in the hearts of people."
Thompson said Church of the

Nazarene pastor Dave Speicher is en-
couraging members to reserve judg-
ment. She believes those following the
investigations into 18-year-old
Michael Brown's death should do the
same.
"We don't really know the facts. We

don't really know both sides," she
stated. "One side or the other, it's un-

fortunate that this boy's life is ended,
it's unfortunate that the police officer
did what he did, but we cannot
change it."
Thompson believes things will

change when individuals take respon-
sibility for their actions.
Johnson of Wellspring Church

shared a similar message for both
sides of the conflict, "The community
is going to have to acknowledge its
own weaknesses and blemishes and
intentions. We have to be real about
it. There's some things that we have
to improve upon, that we need to deal
with and once we begin to not only
acknowledge and accept – not just
being accepting of the fact that we
have problems, but be accepting of
the responsibility that goes along with
(acknowledging the problems, then)
now that we know better, we can do
better."

FERGUSON
continued from page 1

CITY UNION 
continued from page 1

Bishop Edwin Bass (L), president of the Church of God in Christ Urban Ini-
tiatives, and other volunteers gather as they finish cleanup efforts after
demonstrations and looting on the streets of Ferguson, Mo. 
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