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And the
winner is...

Readers shared with
us why they have a
great pastor. One
pastor won a getaway!

by Anita Widaman

Pastors are often under appreciated
these days. That’s why, during Pastor
Appreciation Month in October,
Metro Voice invited readers to let us
know why they have a great pastor.
We've read the many entries and have
chosen one pastor to receive a Bran-
son vacation. Pastor Carroll C. Mc-
Carroll of Heart of America Christian
Fellowship, 7600 Blue Ridge Blvd.,
Kansas City, will receive two nights
lodging at a property owned by the
award-winning Myer Hotel chain,
show tickets (including the Great Pas-
sion Play in Eureka Springs, Ark.), gift
and shopping cards to area restau-
rants and shops plus a gas card. We
want to thank Midwest Minister’s Fel-
lowship and Howard Cordell for pro-
viding funds for the gift cards.

We had so many great entries

m See PASTOR page 2
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by Dwight Widaman
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There’s no missing it when you look around: record numbers of Americans on food stamps, the
lowest number of Americans employed in decades even as the “official” unemployment numbers con-
tinue to drop, the highest number ever of individuals applying for disability. All this while the head-

lines say the unemployment rate is “dropping”.

“ONE HOMELESS NIGHT”

Help raise awareness and funds for
Kansas City’'s homeless youth

by Alan Goforth

On Friday, Nov. 7, over 20 area groups metro wide, including
several churches, will participate in “sleep-outs” to help raise
awareness about youth homelessness, as well as funds to provide
shelter, counseling and support services to vulnerable and
homeless youth in Kansas City.

Organized by Synergy Services, the group has been address-
ing youth homelessness since 1971 with crisis care, shelter,
r counseling, prevention pro-
grams, outreach and other sup-
portive services.

More than 2,000 KC area
youth are homeless every night.
One Homeless Night will give
area students a chance to step
into their shoes for one night, while at the same time providing
critical help and education around youth homelessness.

Youth will spend the night simulating homelessness in a safe
setting. Groups will participate in service learning activities to
gain a better understanding of what a homeless youth in our
city experiences.

2014 participating churches include Pineridge Church, Her-
itage United Methodist, Unity Church of North Kansas City

M See HOMELESS page 23

During One Homeless Night,
teens brave the weather that the
homeless regularly experience.

-

and Unity Church of Overland Park, Gloria dei Lutheran
Church and Saint Andrew Christian Church.

Each youth participant is encouraged to raise $100 to support
Synergy House, the homeless youth shelter operated by Synergy,
that provides one of the few youth-focused shelters in the
area—offering 60 percent of the beds that are available to the
community’s homeless young people.

One Homeless Night supports programs at the agency’s
Youth Resiliency Center, which provides comprehensive services
including medical and dental care, mental health counseling,
life-skills training, a computer lab, showers, lockers, an interac-
tive learning center and the opportunity for leadership devel-
opment and community service. For more information, visit
WWW.Synergyservices.org.

To participate visit www.onehomelessnight.kintera.org.

Think Branson
for holidays

by Dwight Widaman

Like many families, memories of trips
to Branson frame some of our most fun
weekend get-a-ways. While we love the
beach and trips to the big cities like New
York and Chicago, the Missouri Ozarks
with Branson serving as the heart, offers
something those other destiantions rarely
can—changing seasons.

One of our favorite seasons to visit
Branson is the transition from fall to win-
ter and November and December are the

M See BRANSON page 19
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From page 1

(winning entry below) it was difficult to pick just one. So many pastors
work tirelessly serving the community across Kansas City. From Metro

Voice and our readers-THANK YOU!
[
Winning Entry
Dear Metro Voice,

When I first considered writing 300
words seemed like writing a novel but
as I reflected on my pastor, his life and
works 300 words seem a fleeting
thought.

My pastor, Dr. Carroll C. McCarroll
is a well-respected, revered man of God.
From a personal point of view one of
the things I respect the most is his
standing firm on the word of God.

In reading the statistics listed in the
Metro Voice the only one I feel Pastor
McCarroll succumbs to would be the
hours. He is active in the Heart of
America Christian Academy, Heart of
American Christian College and Theo-
logical Seminary, Heart of America
Ministries, and Kingsway Fellowship
International.

Pastors Carroll and Bonnie Sue Mc-
Carroll have a ministry spanning sev-
eral decades while still raising a
wonderful family of five. Two of their
sons serve as Assistant Pastors.

Pastor is always available for any op-
portunity that comes his way from
maintaining church grounds to helping
with the recent church parking lot sale
to teaching the new members Sunday
School class to teaching and preaching

Catrol arlgl,r’f.

Bonnie Sue McCarroll

from the pulpit.

Pastor is currently fighting health is-
sues but is more concerned with the
health and well-being of his flock. He
is always there for prayer; healing and
laying on of hands for those in need.

Pastor has a unique way of reaching
all with his sermons. Young and old,
saved and unsaved are touched by his
messages and he is always there to an-
swer questions.

My grand-daughter is enrolled in the
Heart of America Christian Academy.
The scriptural and textbook training
she is receiving is astronomical. Her
math grades are exceptional and she
can say the books of the Bible in order.

Again kudos to Pastor McCarroll. 1
pray to be under his teaching and guid-
ance for many years to come.

Love in Christ,
Cynthia Prince

metrovoicenews.com M facebook.com/metrovoicenews

Churches taI ab

by World News Service

The shooting of Michael Brown in
Ferguson, Mo., on Aug. 9 brought race
relations to the forefront of the news. A
survey of evangelical leaders conducted
three days before the shooting indicates
that racial reconciliation was already an
ongoing topic among evangelical
churches in the United States.

Seventy-one percent of the evangel-
ical leaders surveyed said their churches
have discussed the need for racial rec-
onciliation from the pulpit, in seminars
or in courses, according to the August
Evangelical Leaders Survey.

“The survey shows that evangelicals
care about racial reconciliation,” said
Leith Anderson, President of the Na-
tional Association of Evangelicals. “Most
have addressed the issue publicly. Some
have placed special emphasis on it. Oth-
ers haven’t but know they should. A few

Metro Voice

ut race relations

have not, even though many of their
members are minorities.”

Paul de Vries, president of New York
Divinity School and senior pastor of
Immanuel Community Church in
Manhattan, said, “Even in our racially
diverse congregation, racial reconcilia-
tion is an important theme going for-
ward toward more complete healing.”

While the survey asked about the
churches that leaders attend, denomina-
tional, educational and organizational
leaders indicated that the topic has been
important in their contexts as well.

For example, Doug Beacham, Gen-
eral Superintendent of the International
Pentecostal Holiness Church (IPHC),

See RACE page 22

Annual Purity Conference moved to November

Thousands of people have been chal-
lenged to live lives of purity over the past
decade at Men of Valor and the related
conferences that it inspired. The confer-
ences, which had been held in January,
have been moved to November, with a dy-
namic lineup of speakers and topics.

The events will be held at several area
churches. Youth4Truth begins at 7 p.m. on
Friday, Nov. 14, at the Church of the As-
cension in Overland Park. The speakers
will be Wayne Simien of Called to Great-
ness and a former professional basketball
player; and youth minister Kelly Colan-
gelo. The local Mikey Needleman Band
also will perform.

For the 10th straight year, Character
That Counts will co-host the event. Many
Kansas Citians are familiar with the im-
pact the conference has had thousands of
men, women and teens throughout the
years.

Rod Handley, founder of Character
that Counts and one of the organizers of
Men of Valor, thinks every family should
attend.

“Sexual purity is a challenge in today’s
society especially with the easy accessibil-
ity of the internet,” stated Handley.
“Come to this conference and bring your
family and friends too. You will get tools,
resources and encouragement in fighting
this important battle.”

Handley says he and his sons have at-
tended in the past and he highly recom-
mends it for o ther fathers and sons.

Singles and couples are invited to at-
tend a special
session at the
same time and
location. Dr. Ken
Canfield of the
National Center
for  Fathering,
and Ron and
Kathy Feher of
Living in Love
will be the featured speakers.

Debi Stack and Fawn Brents will
headline Women of Virtue at 8 a.m. on
Saturday, Nov. 15, at Christ the King
Church in Kansas City. In addition, Dr.
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Laurie Heap will discuss health and hap-
piness issues that are specific to women.

Finally, Men of Valor will begin at 8
a.m. on Nov. 15 at Colonial Presbyterian
Church in Kansas City. The speaking
lineup includes Bill Corum of Prison
Power Ministries; Dr. Peter Kleponis of
Integrity Restored; and former pornogra-
phy producer Donny Pauling.

“Our speaking lineup includes some of
the top Protestant and Catholic commu-
nicators in the nation. Personally, I can’t
wait to hear Wayne Siemen, Bill Corum
and Donny Pauling. These men will stir
you as they speak Word of God,” says
Handley.

In addition to the featured speakers,
each conference will offer a number of
breakout sessions on a variety of topics.
The conferences are affordably priced,
with varying costs for students, singles
and couples. Registration for daytime
events includes lunch.

To learn more or to register, please
visit www.kcvalor.com, www.kcvalor.com
or www.kctruth.org.
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Overcoming secularization in American churches

Churches urged to
learn new missiology
to reach young people

By Vicki Brown

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. — What is
happening to Christianity in the United
Kingdom is heading to the United
States, one British theologian believes.
And U.S. Christians can benefit from
the lessons the English have learned as
they continue to struggle with changes
in a post-Christian world.

Malcolm Duncan, pastor of Gold Hill
Baptist Church in Chalfont St. Peter,
England, spoke to mid-Missouri pastors
and church leaders through video tech-

nology as part of the “Reveal: identify,
engage, reproduce” conference. The
conference drew from the Acts 17 story
of Paul’s using the culture of Athens to
share the gospel.

Indicators, both outside and inside
the church, are revealing the creep of
secularization across the British nation.
Duncan gave seven signs of seculariza-
tion he sees outside the church and
seven within it.

The theologian cites the rise of a new
atheism, changes in accepted morality
and a shift away from including reli-
gious understanding in education. He
pointed out that British society is be-
coming more multicultural. While he
sees the change as “good,” it has led to a
struggle among belief systems. While it
is unacceptable to make statements

Malcolm Duncan (on screen),
pastor of Gold Hill Baptist
Church in Chalfont St. Peter,
England, and Joshua Hedger,
director of the Center for
Church Planting at Midwestern
Baptist Theological Seminary,
share at the Reveal Conference
in Jefferson City, Mo.

about other religious groups, society is
now free to marginalize Christianity.

Terms, such as education and family,
are being redefined, and people are
more suspicious of authority, he added.

Duncan sees growing biblical illiter-
acy — including among congregational
leaders — as the greatest challenge and
a key sign of secularization within the
church.
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The director of Catalyst Mission, an
open mission movement across the
U.K,, told the Missourians another sign
of internal secularization is a redefini-
tion of “faithful” and “committed.”
Other signs include crises of leadership
and of confidence in the church, aggres-

sion and attack — the church is known
for what it stands against — the splin-
tering of evangelicalism and the confus-
ing of primary and secondary
theological issues.

The organized church in the UK.

See SECULARIZATION page 21

A Christmas “Mystery”

by Staff

The holidays are filled with a variety of
productions hoping to win your interest
and financial investment. But if you are
interested in taking your family to a hi-
tech production with inspirational music
and message then The Mystery of Christ-
masisamustsee. This new version of the
Christmas classic The Nutcracker has in-
spired audiences for 16 years. With a dis-
counted morning student performance as
well as a family dinner show, Mystery will
take place Dec. 5 and 7 at the Liberty Per-
forming Arts Theater, 1600 S. Withers
Road, Liberty, Mo., just north of Worlds
of Fun.

As television and cinema continue to
push traditional family boundaries, it’s
more difficult to find productions/events
that will be appropriate and enjoyable for

—=y

AT e e e
2 e

See Us For
Quality Low-Mileage
Vehicles.

All Makes & Models!

« SERVICE + SALES
» SAVINGS

www.hmhautospart.com

713 5. 291 Highway
LEE'S SUMMIT
816-525-0930

parents and children. The Mystery of
Christmas appeals to families looking for
spiritually significant events during the
holidays.

As in The Nutcracker, the MOC pro-
duction includes the classical music of
Tsychovsky and central figure Clara has a
magical dream. However she doesn’t
dream about Sugarplum Fairies or
snowflakes, but rather she travels back in
time to Bethlehem. She witnesses angels,
shepherds, and kings converging on a
humble stable where she discovers why we
celebrate this miraculous birth.

Two of the performers this year have
relocated to study with the artistic director
of the production, Liz Dimmel. Chisako
Suzuki, from Japan states, “I wanted to be
amember of a ballet company where uni-
versal truths are expressed in dance.”
Suzuki continues, “My first production is
The Mystery of Christmas and I'm excited
to express not only my love for dance but
my love for God as well.”

Monica Berghaut has migrated to KC
from England. “I heard about Dramatic
Truth Ballet Theatre and School of the
Arts from fellow students in England,”
says Monica. “I'was interested in the spir-
itual atmosphere that Mrs. Dimmel had
created and wanted to be a part of it. My
decision to move here was a good one.”

See MYSTERY page 16
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CHRISTIANS, JEWS TEAM UP T() FIGHT ISLAMIC PERSECUTION

Now Jews and Christians are banding together
to fight growing persecution of Christians in Is-
lamic countries.

"When hundreds of thousands of Christians -
men, women and children - are killed, this isn't a
war, this is genocide.

And Jews know what happens when the world
is silent to genocide," World Jewish Congress Pres-
ident Ron Lauder told participants at the Interna-
tional Christian Embassy Jerusalem's annual Feast
of Tabernacles celebration in Jerusalem.

Lauder advocates for Jewish people around the
world. Now he's teaming up with the ICE]J and
Empowered21 to fight Christian persecution.

"What's happened to the Christians (is) they're
being massacred and killed," Lauder told CBN
News in an interview. "Some 120,000 were killed

newsbriefs

last year and no one says anything. Everyone's fo-
cusing on Gaza now and the fact is the world is
coming apart."

The WJC, Empowered21 and the ICE] sent a let-

ter recently to more than 100 world leaders calling
on them to take up the cause of persecuted Chris-
tians in Muslim countries.

Together, the three groups represent millions
around the world.

ICEJ Executive Director Jurgen Buhler told jour-
nalists, "For the first time to my knowledge in
modern history, probably even in the history of
Jewish-Christian relations, a Jewish organization
and a Christian organization are joining in a letter
to protect Christians in the Middle East."

"There has simply been a horrendous thing that
has been going on. Christianity is dwindling in the
Middle East. We believe it should be growing," Oral
Roberts University President Billy Wilson, co-
chairman of Empowered21 Global Council, told
CBN News.

Canon Andrew White, known as the Vicar of
Baghdad, said ISIS beheaded 30 more children in
October who refused to convert to Islam.

"The children said, "We have always followed
Yesua [Arabic]. We will never leave Yesua.' They all
had their heads chopped off. This is the kind of ter-
ror that we are facing," White told journalists.

Lauder encouraged more than 4,000 Christians
from 80 nations at the Feast of Tabernacles cele-
bration to fight together.

In Paul's second letter to Timothy, he wrote that
God did not give us a spirit of fear but the spirit of
power," Lauder told Christian pilgrims at the feast.

"Do not fear,” He said.

“Have courage. Have strength and as one, Chris-
tians and Jews, we will be strengthened together
and we will, we will not fail.”

Homeless Vets

ARE THE UNCHURCHED
MORE RESISTANT THAN
EVER?

Anew study from Christian Research com-
pany Barna Group reveals that unchurched
Americans are the most resistant to outreach
efforts by the church and friends that they've
been in 20 years.

Data collected from 42,855 interviews
show that 47 percent of U.S. adults who do
not attend church said they were open to
being invited to church by a friend - down
from 65 percent in 1993.

However study results indicate that per-
sonal invitations from friends are the most
effective way to draw church visitors com-
pared to other outreaches.

The data showed what Barna called "mod-

erate  open-
ness" to
"high-touch”
efforts such
as home visits
and phone
calls. Twenty-
seven percent
of unchurched
adults said they would be open to visiting a
church if invited through a pastoral visit com-
pared to 34 percent 20 years ago. Twenty-
four percent said they would consider visiting
if they received a phone call from a church.

MISSOURI LEGISLATURE
ASKED TO PROTECT
COURAGEOUS CHILDREN

The legislature has been asked to protect

Let me make the best of your time.

Alan R. Jones,

406 M. Foxridge Drive

Raymore, MO
816-331-2232
alanjonescpa @ hotmail.com
Hicen

(PA

courageous children who describe how
they’ve been abused. Missouri Child Advo-
cacy Centers perform forensic interviews
with those children who are strong enough
to describe what has happened to them. The
interviews are used by the state Children’s
Division and law enforcement in their inves-
tigations.

But Deputy Director Emily vanSchenkhof
of Missouri Kids First says centers are in-

creasingly facing subpoenas for those record-
ings from lawyers who want to use them in
custody cases. She says one lawyer recently
wanted to play the child’s interview in a
courtroom full of people.

VanShenkhoff says it takes tremendous
courage for a child to describe abuse. She
says the state has no way now to protect chil-
dren from having the interviews used in ways
that will come back to hurt them. She says
the organization doesn’t want to keep people
who need to make good decisions from see-
ing the recordings. But, she tells a legislative
committee that the confidentiality of those
children must be protected but Missouri has
nothing that will do that.

She's afraid those recordings could
someday show up on Youtube unless the leg-
islature limits access to them.
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in Kan. & Mo. to
get more help
from reStart

reStart, Inc. has been awarded a $3
million Department of Veteran's Affairs,
Supportive Services for Veteran Families
grant to provide services for veterans
who are homeless or at-risk of homeless-
ness. Grant funds will be allocated at $1
million each year over a three-year pe-

riod and serve
both Missouri
and  Kansas
veterans.
reStart, Inc.
works with all
homeless pop-

figpﬂ

eStart

ulations -
youth, families with children, and single
adults - providing the resources and sup-
ports critical to “restart” their lives. In
2013 alone, reStart served 28,406 peo-
ple and of those served, 40% were chil-
dren.

Funding enables reStart to target re-
sources to very low-income veteran fam-
ilies (those making less than 50 percent
of the area median income) livingin - or
transitioning to - permanent housing.
“Funds will allow reStart to provide a
range of critically needed housing and
support services that assist Veteran fam-
ilies in obtaining and maintaining hous-
ing,” said Evelyn Craig, President and
CEO of reStart, Inc.

reStart partners with the VA to offer
veterans and their family members out-
reach, case management, assistance in
obtaining VA benefits and assistance in
receiving other public benefits. Veterans
and their families may also receive tem-
porary financial assistance for rent pay-
ments, utility payments, security
deposits and moving costs. “With the ad-
dition of these crucial resources, com-
munities across the country continue a
historic drive to prevent and end home-
lessness among veterans,” said Laura
Green Zeilinger, executive director of the
U.S. Interagency Council on Homeless-
ness.
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Demonstrators fill the streets of Hong Kong. protestmg the increasing loss of freedoms in the former

British colony.
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Hong Kong Christians rally behind protestors for reform

Hong Kong's leader has agreed to

“They're fearful the
same persecution
Chinese believers are
have been blocking  SUffering at the hands

meet with pro-
democracy advocates
after a weeks of pub-
lic protests.

Tens of thousand
of demonstrators

China is poised to intervene should

the protests get out of
control. Hong Kong's
Christian community,
however, strongly sup-
ports the demonstra-
tions.

They're fearful the

situation below:

Earlier, Hong Kong police dispersed
crowds with tear gas.

Meanwhile, U.S. National Security
Adviser Susan Rice is watching the de-
velopments in Hong Kong and spoke
with China's Foreign Minister Wang Yi.

She expressed the hope that differ-

Feed-CNoW.org

4 Bring hope to our hungry neighbors,

the streets of Hong same persecution Chi-  ences between authorities and protesters ' .

Kong since early Oct. Of commumSt Be“'“g nese believers are suffer-  in China will be addressed peacefully. Make an Impact, visit Feed KCN ow.org ’ j
They want more : ing at the hands of "The United States has consistently

input and less med- COUId eaSIIV happen communist  Beijing  supported the open system that is essen- L clllIY mlm

dling from China in to them_ » could easily happen to  tial to Hong Kong's stability and pros-

selecting the terri- them. CBN News's perity," the White House said in Hlssnu

tory's leader. George Thomas talked more about the  statement about the meeting.

YEARS | YOURCITY YOUR MISSIONM.

Climbing Higher conference explores
God’s influence in marketplace

THIS IS YOUR
TEENAGER'S BRAIN ON
SUGAR

Too much sugar could be bad for your
brain and your memory, especially for
teenagers.

A new study from the University of
Southern California found sugar led to
problems with memory and inflamma-
tion of the brain in juvenile rats.

"The brain is especially vulnerable
to dietary influences during critical pe-
riods of development, like adolescence,"
said Scott Kanoski, corresponding author
of the study and an assistant professor
at the USC Dornsife College of Letters,
Arts and Sciences. He added a diet high
in sugar could not only mean gaining
weight, but could hurt your brain as well.

The study is published in the journal
Hippocampus.

The IMPACT Marketplace Con-
ference “Climbing Higher”, sched-
uled for Nov. 6-7, hopes to teach
individuals in the business commu-
nity how God can impact their op-
erations and customers.

The Joseph
Company will |
sponsor  an
international
line-up  of
speakers who
will  share
what God is
doing in the
earth in this
hour. Special
times of wor-
ship, stories,
teaching and ministry are designed
to inspire and refresh men and
women in the workplace to impact
their spheres of influence in great
measure.

“Great change is occurring in the
nations. We see the early shakings of
the Lord, yet at the same time He is

FIELDS

speaking with clarity, pouring out
His power and transforming cities
and nations,” says Linda Fields, di-
rector of the Joseph Company.
“Gone are the days of the market-
place being viewed as secular and de-
void of God’s presence or purposes.
It is the great mission field for which
God is raising up His servants to ex-
press the kingdom in all realms of
society, including business, govern-
ment, education, family, arts, and
media.”

Fields says the Holy Spirit is rais-
ing up individuals in the market-
place who are cultivating a life of
prayer, intimacy with Jesus, and in-
sight into God’s strategies, much like
the sons of Issachar “who under-
stood the times, with knowledge of
what Israel should do” (1 Chr.

u moreinformation

For information, visit
www.ihopkc.org/marketplace.
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Magician creates Magic and Memories Foundation

KC area duo seeks to
team elderly, youth
for mutual benefit

by Lee Hartman

Imagine a top hat worn by the greats of
magic throughout the centuries and then
into modern times by one celebrity magi-
cian. Now take that top hat, add one
Celebrity Master Magician and one social
services worker, speak the ancient magic
word “abracadabra,” and — poofl—a rise of
smoke, and through the smoke begins to
appear the notion for a foundation. Just as
T.A. Hamilton, Master Magician, can
silently and seamlessly link one ring into
another as if they were rings of smoke,
‘Magic and Memories’ is designed to be an
innovative approach that will link seniors
and youth together through the catalyst of
magic.

The goals of this program are to instill
in the youth who participate a sense of
self, emotional perception, intuition, self
confidence, public speaking, coordination,
performance skills, analytical skills and
creativity in a fun, highly charged and en-
ergetic environment. “Magic and Memo-
ries” will be presented at schools, libraries,
churches, senior centers and at the foun-

dation’s own location, along with special
events.

Youth and elderly will come together
for an educational, meaningful, fun and
entertaining visit. “Magic and Memories”
allows for supportive and compassionate
visits for both youth and elderly to con-
nect within retirement homes, daytime
elder-care centers and other settings.

T.A. Hamilton, Celebrity Master Magi-
cian, and Susan Whitaker, co-founders,
saw magic when they reviewed both their
diverse backgrounds and determined how
they could make an impact in their com-
munity together. Together they both bring
an abundance of enthusiasm along with a
desire and a commitment to bring about
a better quality of life for seniors and
youth in Northeast Kansas and the
Greater Kansas City area.

Hamilton is a multi-award-winning
magician, comedian and nationally recog-
nized inspirational illusionist with over 20
years professional experience. Hamilton
specializes in using magic to deliver a
high-impact and theatrically dramatic
performance. Fortune 500 companies,
schools, churches and theaters coast-to
coast have sought out this professional en-
tertainer. His credits include appearing on
CBS, NBC, Fox, hundreds of television
commercials, along with two motion pic-
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Estate Planning
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Avoid Probate * Maximize Your Tax Protection
* Preserve Family Harmony
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LewisLivingTrust.com - 700 NE Langsford Rd., Lee’s Summit

tures.

Susan Whitaker brings to the founda-
tion over 20 years of experience working
in the social services field. She holds a
bachelors degree and is a certified coun-
seling professional. Whitaker has person-
ally implemented and achieved award
winning programming for seniors in mul-
tiple long-term care settings, including a
well-received and highly successful
“Bucket List Club" in the Kansas City area.
Whitaker’s long time passion has been in
serving the elderly community, and she
knows the joy of seeing youth and seniors
interacting together.

Hamilton and Whitaker are currently
booking shows with a commitment to uti-
lize proceeds to plant the seeds from
which their foundation can bloom into
fruition and grow ever larger. Hamilton
currently owns and tours with the largest
illusion show in the Midwest. Whether
you are calling to book his comedy stand-
up magic act,a magic-gram or his large il-
lusion show remember you are sharing
the joy of magic that will continue to shine
as it transforms the lives of the youth and
seniors served through the ‘Magic and
Memories Foundation” Hamilton’s web-
site is www.tahamilton.com.

The ‘Magic and Memories’ founda-
tion’s mascot is “Karrot the Karing
Bunny.” You may purchase Karrot the Kar-
ing Bunny jewelry from Etsy with the pro-
ceeds of your purchase going toward the
foundation. Whitaker who is the artist be-
hind this jewelry has long found arts and
crafts to be therapeutic recreation for chil-
dren and adults, especially seniors.

ﬂ moreinformation

More information can be
found at the Etsy website:
www.etsy.com/listing/
190697758/karrot-the-karing-
bunny-necklace.
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How’s your track record"

Have you ever felt like you're in
arelay race, but just can’t effectively
get the handoff? If you think about
how a relay race is run, there are
some key things that have to occur
for a race to be run well.

First, the course must be
mapped out with a definite route
and destination. Whether working
on a project, planning a family va-
cation, or working on a commu-
nity event, I like to start with a clear
goal in mind of what success looks
like.

Secondly, each runner has to be
positioned at his/her station. Each
person involved needs to know
their responsibility; an intentional
effort is needed on the part of each
runner as well as the coach to com-
municate clear expectations.

Thirdly, the baton has to be
safely transmitted from the hand
of one runner to the next without
breaking the momentum. So
many times, this is where things
fall apart with poor communica-
tion or sloppy goals. Recovery is so
much harder than just doing
things right the first time.

The beauty of each runner,
trained, ready, watching, with hand
extended, firmly transferring the
baton from one to the next is a
wonderful thing to experience. I

LINDA
FIELDS

Director of The
Joseph Company

faithworks!

just love that— watching people
shine out in their own part of the
race, as runners fulfill their desires,
accomplishing the goals they’ve
trained for, and completing the
race well.

This is to run with excellence.

“Therefore we also, since we
are surrounded by so great a cloud
of witnesses, let us lay aside every
weight, and the sin which so easily
ensnares us, and let us run with en-
durance the race that is set before
us, 2 looking unto Jesus, the author
and finisher of our faith, who for
the joy that was set before Him en-
dured the cross, despising the
shame, and has sat down at the
right hand of the throne of God.”

Hebrews 12:1-3 NKJV

For more info visit:
ihopkc.org/josephcompany or
7M-pact.com
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12 Fascinating
Aging Facts for
Older Americans
Month

Aging is an inevitable part of living,
and can be fascinating for people of
any age. Lives change, minds and bod-
ies change, and time goes on. Here we
will take a look at 12 interesting facts
about aging in honor of Older Amer-
icans Month.

Population

Aging Americans are an impor-
tant part of the population-learn
about their impact here.

1. The over 65 population should
reach 86.7 million: Estimates put the
65+ population at 86.7 by 2050.

2. Life expectancy is increasing at a
faster rate: Between 1900 and 1960, life
expectancy increased by 2.4 years, but
since 1960, it has increased by 3.5
years.

3. The older population is nearly 40
million strong: In 2012, there were 46
million people aged 65 and older.

4. Minorities make up almost half
of the older population: 42% of people
65 and older in the US are part of mi-
nority groups.

5. There are more people over age
60 than under 15: Those over age 60
outnumber those under 15.

6. The elderly are the fastest growing
age group: The US Census Bureau in-
dicates that individuals 85 and up are
the fastest growing age group by per-
centage.

Societal Contributions

Growing older doesn’t have to
mean shrinking away from society, as
evidenced by these facts.

7. Poets, philosophers, and writers
can create at a late age: Emmanuel
Kant published his greatest works be-
tween 60 and 80.

8. About half of the employed eld-
erly work full time: Of those who are
working past 65, 55% work full time.

9. The number of 65+ veterans is
estimated to be about 9 million.

10. 15 million older persons volun-
teer: Nearly half of all adults 65 and
older volunteer in some form.

11. The elderly vote more than any
other age group: 70% of citizens 65
and older voted in 2008, with the high-
est turnout rate of any age group.

12. There are millions of elderly in
the labor force: That number should
reach 11.1 million by 2018.
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Many reasons why Christians should embrace adoption

Despite efforts at awareness of such a
miracle of life, sometimes people still don’t
embrace adoption. Sadly, many of those
ideas emanate from Christians who are
pro-life.

Recently another sad story of a “re-
turned” child made news, leading others
to question whether adoption is the best
thing—at least for the parents—especially
when children are difficult and need more
support, whether emotionally or physi-
cally. “You don’t know what you're get-
ting,” they say, often adding that an
adopted child could be “damaged.” He or
she could make your life uncomfortable,
ruin the family dynamic.

To the Christian, the answer to all of
that should be, “so what?”

First, the reality for Christians is that the
Bible talks of God adopting believers into
his family thought the sacrifice of His son
Jesus Christ. This is the foundation of
Christianity. To reject adoption as a special
calling for “other” people, or only ade-
quate for extreme circumstances such as
for infertility, is to reject the principle that
God himself modeled. The actual ques-

tion should be “is there any good reason
not to adopt?”

There are good reasons not to. It would
be irresponsible to suggest everyone

|

should run out and sign up for home
studies and adoption lists solely because
it’s the model of Christianity, but the ques-
tion must be an honest inventory of why

nots?

Second, the Bible abounds with scrip-
tures about orphans, and it is clear that the
job of the Christian is to take care of the
orphan; James 1:27 describes this as “pure
religion” that God accepts. One of the
most oft-cited verses is Psalm 68:6 “God
sets the lonely (some
versions say solitary) in
families.” It brings a sort
of comfort into pro-life
circles to know this:

...to a Christian,
adoption is the
most natural

As pro-lifers, we rightly demand abor-
tion stop. We decry the killing and pray for
hours at abortion clinics, weeping over the
loss of life. We post pictures and sayings
on social media and proudly announce we
only vote for pro-life candidates. But be-
yond that, the solution for abortion re-
mains solely in our
hands. It’s negligent of
us to expect everyone
else to do the adopting.
Not all pro-lifers are

“God will take care of thing that can be_ Christians, but the ma-

the orphan; he loves the
orphan and will give him a family” But it
can also become a cliché, a cloud without
water, if the next question is not “Do some
of those lonely belong in my family?”
God does set the lonely in families, but
God is a supernatural being who uses
human beings to execute his work on
earth. God gives resources and love and
families to people, so they may share those
things with others. To say “God sets the
lonely in families” then shut the door to
the lonely outside of our homes is missing
a key point of the gospel.

INTERMATIOMAL
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Brianna’s Story of Hope

Brignna was a "gaod girf” from a
stable, two-parant kame.

And yet the thrae men watching
her saw har g5 an idesl candidate
She had & dream i ged out af her
Smiall tow ., negdad 1o make money
for colkge tuiton. Shewas vnesabls
ani innacant

Ard they took advantege af herin
the worst possibda way.

Beaivedy, she was lured away from
family and friends ., and into & &irip

w w w .

club, She quickby realized she weas re-
guired to do more than just dance

Thankiulky, Brianra’s famiby did not
give up oo b Theny enlistad tha halp
cf a local police officer wha wndar-
stacd sex frafficking, and wiho, in tum,
enlistad Sharad Hopa's help to extract
har fram the situaticn.

Brignna was rescoedl

Today, Brignna 568 has nightrares
that “they” have faund har again . .,
bt =he has become an outspaken
activist, sharing har parsonal axpen-
enca ta save others. She recanthy

even allosvad her stony o he told on 8
bifbeard in Times Square, desaerately
hoping her searnings will be beeded

Shared Hape Intarnaticnal
strivas ta prawant the conditions
that foster sex trafficking, restore
victima af sax 2leverny, and bring
justice ta vulnerable women and
children, We emvision & world
passionately opposed to sex tral-
ficking and a committed communiy
restoning survivors 1o livas o
purpose, value and choice — ona
life at a tima,

Call Mike Parris, KC Area Ambassador of Hope, for Speaking Opportunities: 816-982-1042

SHAREDHOPE.ORSG

jority of those on the
forefront are vocal about their faith. That
voice must translate to adoption—in one
way or another.

True family can be any lifelong bond
God has knit together, and blood isn’t a re-
quirement for it to be real or somehow
better because some DNA connects in a
special way. Birth children can end up
with severe problems just as adopted chil-
dren can. Love doesn’t get to choose
which goods are damaged, just as God
didn’t dictate who was too damaged to be
in his family.

Family is a committed, loving relation-
ship that is in our power to offer and sup-
port—whether by doing the adopting or
by actively, financially and emotionally,
supporting those who do.

Recently a comment appeared on a
public site saying that adoption wasn’t a
“natural” thing, but to a Christian, it’s the
most natural thing that can be.

God didn’t have to send Jesus, and Jesus
didn’t have to go to the cross to allow us a
way to the Father. The goal of this was to
expand God’s family through adoption.
That statement sometimes gets so over-
used in Christian culture that it loses per-
sonal meaning, and yet it’s the reality of
the gospel.

Janette Pettey and her husband Tim,
who adopted both of their daughters, tells
the story of how her daughter Hannah
used to explain her adoption: “She used to
say she was ‘double adopted, referring to
her adoption into her natural family and
also into her eternal family as a Christian,”
Janette says.

And that’s the most natural thing of all.
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Mom says “Don’t fear a special needs adoption”

Susanna | theblessingofverity.com

If fear is keeping you from special needs
adoption...

What are you afraid of?

Losing your freedom and leisure time?

Losing control of your ability to choose
the life you want?

Being stretched too thin financially, or
even going under?

Being unable to adequately care for a
child’s special needs?

"o

Every child desarvas a laving, caring home. A Tamily thay can call thais e,
A place wihere Chey beElong, With pecphe who will be thare For theim always,

#13 - www.adoptiSkids.org
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Not loving an adopted child like he or
she needs to be loved?

Losing some of your preferred image or
social standing?

The hard work?

The future for your child with special
needs when you are old or have passed
away?

Or something else?

Did you know that

God hasn’t said, “All My “Born thv people

people must adopt?”

The right kind of fear keeps us from doing
what is wrong, but the wrong kind of fear
keeps us from doing what is right.

What stops many qualified families
from taking the next step toward special
needs adoption is not the obstacles them-
selves. What’s stopping them is simply
their fear of the obstacles.

And then sometimes they fear that
they aren’t qualified sim-
ply because they feel
afraid. Or they think that

But He does command tO dE|Iver. . .bOI'II tO their fears are a message
us, over and over and over . from God telling them
again, SEt thv people free! not to adopt. Notgtrue!

“Do’not be afraid.” From our fears and Did we have fgars

Don’t be afraid? . throughout our adoption

Isnf’ t somle fear golod?? SINS release us; I_et of Katie?
Can’t fear play a role in . . Yes, at times I strug-
helping us make wise de- us flnd our reSt n gled with terrible fear. I
cisions? th ee ” was afraid of the power of

God’s command not
to fear does not mean, “Do not feel afraid.”
It means that we as His people can not
walk in obedience to Him while we make
decisions based on the wrong kind of fear.

mere human beings to
stop the adoption process. After God
opened my eyes to the truth that this fear
was based on unbelief in His limitless
power, I still had to battle fear. We have

Adpha Christian Children's Home B Schoeal
www.alphachristianchildrenshome.com

WHAT WE DO:

The author’s daughter, Katie.

first-hand experience with the fact that He
isnot a tame lion. What if He stopped the
process before Katie was our daughter? I
had to have the truth ready for the fight
when it came, and at times it felt like a
fight to the death! Besides the truth that
nothing is too hard for God, it is also true
that He is good and cannot make mis-
takes. He gave us a fervent, over-arching
desire for Him to show Himself as the
God He really is, and for Him to write
Katie’s story and our story in the way He
knew would best make that happen. No
matter what.

And now? Our family haslostalot of
our former fears. But no matter how

1. Share Christ to offer hope and healing
2. Provide & Christien Tamily =ale bawen
3 Help the kids get caught up in $chood

much trust we eventually learn to have in
our trustworthy God, it will never come
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The Missouri Baptist Convention’s
Christian Life Commission and The
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work side-by-side other
Missourians in the effort to
promote adoption and
foster parenting.

HOW Y] Ak HELP: g
1. Pray
2. Walunteer
3, Reierchildren tous
4. Ghee momiy or Toed to help
ug sarue Kids at ne charge

Find out more by calling

785-597-5235

| ek Located an Hour W of KC
15017 37th Streat

Chripim
e PO Bax 727
Perry, Kansas 66073

Families Grow

T 'f'l.:-'f__rugh
Adoption for
Ower 30 Years. \

We have cver 30 years of experience handing
m=state, nlarstate and stamational adoptors,
representing adoptive parents and birth parents.

Including:

B Step-parant adoptions B Private placernant
adoplions B Placements through Social Services
B Agency placemeants,

Oary K. Patton - gpation@ pationwagnen.com
Jennder 5. Wagner - wagner@ pattionwagner.com
Brashn H. Yoko'ek - bvakolekd® paicnwegner.com

Brock A Patton + bpation & pattionwagner.com

114 Westwoods Drive
Liberty, Missouri 64068
(818) 792-2020 - www.patlonwagner.com

PATTON WAGNER & ASS0CIATES, PC.

ATTOEREKETH

515

AT L&'

close to the enormity of His trustworthi-
ness. In other words, His power, His grace,
His faithfulness will always far exceed our
faith in Him, no matter how great our
faith grows.

Do you know what fear I most com-
monly hear about from potential adoptive
parents?

It’s the fear that they might miss God’s
will and mistakenly adopt when He didn’t
want them to. As a result, they fear, their
family will be miserable, or their house-
hold will be turned upside down and
given to irreversible chaos, or their other
children will suffer (or at least lose neces-
sary opportunities), or the adoption will
fail, or they will go bankrupt, or perhaps
they will sink into deep depression. Or
maybe all these things will happen and
more. And the hardships will mean that
they had missed God’s will.

We as God’s people can be confident
that He will not throw us off the deep end
and walk away as we drown in agony. This
is the crux of the matter, really.

In order to lose all fear of accidentally
adopting outside of God’s will, you first
need to understand that adoption is not
an automatic or guaranteed process. You
will not succeed in adopting if it’s not
God’s will. He has a myriad of ways to say,
“No,” or “Not right now.” A friend de-
scribed their family’s experience as jump-
ing off a cliff, only to hit a ledge a few
inches down.

If your situation is in such a desperate
state that you would clearly go under if
you adopted a child with special needs,
any home study social worker worth his
or her salt would discover that early on.
And that is just a human being judging on
a human level. We and countless other
adoptive families have seen supernatural
provision of the Lord that fills in our gaps
and goes far beyond what a home study
social worker could have quantified.

See SPECIAL NEEDS page 11
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A trusted resource for families

“Trustworthy: able to be relied on to do
or provide what is needed or right, de-
pendable, reliable.”

For over 30 years Christian Family
Services has been that trustworthy re-
source for both birth and adoptive fami-
lies. Adoption is a life-changing event and
often a frightening prospect when not
much is known about it. Birth parents are
always treated in a non-pressured, warm
and supportive manner that respects the
tough decisions they are facing and hon-
ors their commitment to make a good
plan for their baby. If adoption is the
choice they believe is best, they can choose
and meet the adoptive parents and decide
what type of ongoing relationship they
want. Caring support to birth parents
doesn’t end at placement but continues
long after if desired.

To adopt a child also requires much
consideration. Fears are normal but with
education and support and reminders
that God is ultimately the designer of their
family, adoptive parents can safely navi-
gate their journey to parenthood as well.

Everyday hope
everyday impact

At The Women’s Clinic of Kansas
City, we get to see what hope looks like.
Because we care, listen and lovingly
speak the truth
to those we
serve, new op- M:

portunities ... k
. T ¥ R

and new lives ¢ '.'\. 5

... await count-

less women, ba-

bies and teens.

Come visitour clinic and ask any-
one serving about the changed lives
they see because TWC, a community
supported non-profit 401(c)3, pro-
vides free services to women facing the

isis of i
“Ellenand | ..cq pres.
conSOIed a zgzztes teflli

Sobbing about sexual
young mom risk avoidance.
Youll  hear
considering g
abortion.., vlkedinvith
d She Ie?trs toq:}); but
dan eft  wi a

0 smile”
choselifefor "w cien
H and I consoled
her tiny new " <ho
daughter.”  voung mom
considering

abortion...and she chose Life for her
tiny new daughter”

E“An inner city teen cried at our
latest workshop when offered a candy
bar her family can’t afford to buy”

W“Several young moms got new
jobs this month because Mimi helped
them with their resume”

Every day we see God’s handiwork
through our ministry as counselors
and nurses offer hope and help to

See TWC page 10

CES received Hague accreditation in 2012
and this allows us to provide home studies
and post-placement supervision for inter-
national adoptions as well. Many families
have listened to the call to care for the or-
phan. Just in the last year this has included
a family who traveled to China to bring
home their wheelchair-bound son with
spina bifida, a family making their home
ready for a sibling group of four from
Haiti, and many others.

What is God calling your heart to do?
We strive to keep our fees low and rely on
the generosity of Christians to keep our
ministry funded. We offer tax credits to
Missouri taxpayers and all donations are
tax deductible.

ﬂ moreinformation

Christain Family Services
See our ad below
for contact info. Donations
can be mailed to
8249 W. 95th St. Ste 107,
Overland Park KS 66212.
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Parkville Women’s Clinic has vision for families

Lauren holds her baby’s
picture close as she tells of
how her daughter has
been added to “God’s
family” The eight month
old has round cheeks, new
teeth and eyes that like the
rest of her are irresistible.
Lauren gave her baby up
for adoption, a process
that wasn’t complete until
the newborn was three
months old.

“Holding her is like holding your
own heart in your hands,” Lauren says. “I
wouldn’t trade that time with her, but
know she is exactly where she needs to
be”

Lauren is like the hundreds of clients
seen each year by Parkville Women’s
Clinic who come for the free services to
help them with their pregnancies. The
women are faced with the options of
abortion, parenting or adoption.

“Most of our clients are at risk for

considering abortion
when they first come to
us. They feel they don’t
have any options,” says
Sonya Rice, executive di-
rector of the clinic. “We
are thankful to report
| that more than 95% of
our clients choose life
for their babies.”
Parkville Women’s
Clinic is a nonprofit
ministry located in Parkville, Mo. with
the mission to empower and equip indi-
viduals to make healthy life choices.

The clinic’s leaders have a vision of
building families and impacting com-
munities for good. “We dare to ask, ‘what
if we lived in a world where every child
is valued, and mothers and fathers are
equipped to build strong families that
positively impact our community,” Rice
says.

To fulfill that big dream, the clinic is
looking to add to existing services by

starting STT testing, a fatherhood pro-
gram, educational outreach and post-
abortive counseling. Current services
include pregnancy testing, ultrasounds,
parenting classes, basic baby clothing,
support services and community refer-
rals.

Funding for PWC is provided by in-
dividuals, businesses and churches, and
the ministry receives no government
support. At a recent funding event, guests
represented more than 25 area congre-
gations.

“We would not exist without the
generosity of donors and the support of
dedicated volunteers,” Rice says.

ﬂ moreinformation

To learn more about
Parkville Women’s Clinic,
go to www.PWC4Life.us or
call 816-746-4855.

| Christian Eimﬂy Services
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Parkyville

Women’s Clinic

We provide free pregnancy tests, ultrasounds,
pregnancy verification, education opportunities,
service referrals, STD education and
abortion information.

Our clients well being and health is our priority.
Make an informed decision.

Online and walk in appointments available.

Parkville Women's Clinic

6326 N Lucerne Ave. -
816 746 4855 - Fax: 816-741-7855
www.parkvillewomensclinic.com

Kansas City, MO 64151

Cal B16, 336 9000 or visit
ThaWomensClinic.net
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From Heart to Home

Infant Adoption Program

An adoption agency you can trust.

For over 120 years, adoption has been a core
service throughout KCSL's history. Let us help

fulfill your dream of having a child.
Kansas Children's

Service League
877-581-5437 « www.kcsl.org
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Pray » Refer « Volungesar = Ghg

Offering children in need;

* Traditional family settings
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= Licensed Prafessional
s Counselors (LPC)

= Thelr own “Paih 1o Purpose”

Show-Me Christian Youth Home
£ GO0-347-3982 | wwwshowmekids.org
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Family-Teaching Couples Help
Kids Picture a Better Life
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TWC

women feeling unable to care for a child and consid-
ering abortion. On average, four babies are saved
from abortion each day at our clinics.

TWCis also unique in its presence in KC’s public
schools with its prevention education program, Life-
Guard. TWC offers classroom instruction on sexual
risk avoidance to over 3200 students annually at an
average of nearly 15 hours per student.

We impact lots of lives, but we could still do
more. What is your next step to “reach more™?

To learn more about how you might partner or
get involved, contact Sue Mahurin at (816) 836-9000
or visit www.thewomensclinic.net. Working together
with you and with God, all things are possible to
bring new life to those in need. We look forward with
anticipation of what He will do next.

continued from page 9

In 2012, 23,396 youth aged out of the U.S.
foster care system without the emotional
and financial support necessary to succeed.
Nearly 40% had been homeless or couch
surfed, nearly 60% of young men had been
convicted of a crime, and only 48% were employed. 75% of women
and 33% of men receive government benefits to meet basic needs.
50% of all youth who aged out were involved in substance use and
17% of the females were pregnant.

Source: AFCARS Report, No. 20, Jim Casey Youth

As of 2012, more than 58,000 children in the U.S. foster care
system were placed in institutions or group homes, not in tradi-
tional foster homes.

Source: AFCARS Report, No. 20

Metro Voice

Kansas foster, adoptive families
get support from Project Belong

Currently in Kansas there are approxi-
mately 1,000 children waiting to be adopted
and over 6,000 children in foster care.

“There are far more churches in Kansas
than there are waiting children,” stated
Brandon Hoffman, co-founder of Project
Belong. “If the Church will stand up and get
involved, answering the call of James 1:27,
we could provide homes for every waiting child. It would make it possible
to have a waiting list of families rather than waiting children.”

Project Belong reaches out to churches throughout Kansas to promote
awareness about the need for foster and adoptive parents for children in
foster care. Through church presentations and clergy meetings, Project
Belong’s experienced staff strives to inform and educate the Church
about the need to provide loving, safe and stable families to care for chil-
dren in foster care and those awaiting adoption. Project Belong’s Family
Partner process allows families of faith to navigate the beginning stages
of the foster care and adoption process in Kansas with highly informed
support, prayer, and encouragement for every step of the way.

Brandon Hoffman and his wife Missy are the parents of 12 adopted
children, ages 9 to 33. “Throughout our journey, God has proven Himself
more than faithful, and it is by His grace that we are able to share this
message of love and the blessing of adoption with others,” says Hoffman.

Project Belong’s Northeast Kansas Ministry Liaisons, Kat Peoples and
Allison Schumm, serve the Kansas City, Lawrence, Topeka and surround-
ing areas. Both are available for meetings, presentations, trainings and
more. The ministry has seven additional regional Ministry Liaisons
across the state of Kansas. Peoples can be reached at 785-207-9760 or
kat@projectbelong.org. Schumm can be reached at 785-410-4810 or al-
lison@projectbelong.org.

To learn more visit www.projectbelong.org or visit Project Belong on
Facebook at www.facebook.com/projectbelong.

Every child deserves to grow up in a safe, nurturing
environment. When a child’s family is not able to provide for that
child, a foster or adoptive family can. You can make a difference

by becoming a“family” for a hurting child. You can also make a

|. By o
- At

Foarandremation
call BO0 6 523

arvisitos st

vunw mibdichm.ong



Metro Voice

m SPECIAL NEEDS

continued from page 8

It is vital that we examine the founda-
tional thinking under each fear, and hold
it up to the light of Scripture.

Do you really believe that by taking
steps to move forward with special needs
adoption, you might displease your Father
in heaven, who is also the Father of the fa-
therless, with the result that He'll take
vengeance on you by withholding the re-
sources you need to care for your adopted
child? When it’s stated that way, you can
see that it doesn’t fit with the character of

our God as He has revealed Himself to us

Kansas Fa milies of Fa

in His word. He doesn’t play manipulative
games to hide His will from us and then
ZAP us and say, “Ha! You missed it! Too
bad for you! Now you'll have to bear the
consequences forever!” No, no, no! He
wants His children to know His will!

Most of the time we won’t know for
sure what He wants us to do next unless
we are moving. He is more than able to di-
rect our steps as we are walking.

We aren’t urging you to walk in paths
of rebellion and evil! That kind of walking
is the only walking that should cause us to
fear!

His people simply don’t need to be par-
alyzed by the fear that if we start out to do

“and Adop

www.projectbelofig.
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something He says is a good thing, that He
will punish us for that! Imagine people
with the living God inside them curled up
inside coffins of stifling fear, waiting out
their lives until they can die and be buried.
Does that picture look tragic to you?

I want to encourage you that if you
have an open heart toward God, He will
make His path clear to you as you walk,
and if He wants you to adopt, He will
make it possible. If He does not have
adoption for your family, He will close the
door on it either temporarily or perma-
nently, and that would be His perfect will
for you.

So if you have God’s heart for adoption,

November 2014 ¢ 11

and you think you qualify, you can take
the next step without fear, knowing with
confidence that He will be guiding your
steps 100%. And that will continue to be
true after the adoption is final, if He allows
the process to get that far.

Don'’t be afraid, God says. No fear. Not
with Me in charge. Don’t allow fear to rule
your decisions. Eyes wide open? Yes. Ex-
pecting difficulty? Yes. Paralyzing fear?
No.

Ask yourself what you would choose if
you had total trust in your heavenly Father
and no fears. If you took the wrong kind
of fear out of the equation, what would
you choose? That decision will be made

Each chifel needs a 5afa,
Churches in Kansas

Please sponsaor a
child in foster care
during this holiday
season by donating
gifts and gift cards.

Contact: Bryan Drescher

Pricmal 502 800, 2207

& KVC

Kansas

6,15? Kansas Children in Foster Care

stable, Jovirng home fike vours

What are vou being called to-do?

Community Resaurce Specialist 88

Become a KVC Foster Parent

1.888.655.5500 | www.kvc.org
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out of pure love and faith, and your Father
will not fail to direct you exactly where He
wants you to go.

What decision would you make if you
took out the fear?

“Does God have a secret will of direc-
tion that He expects us to figure out before
we do anything? And the answer is no.”
~Kevin DeYoung, in his book, Just Do
Something

“Do not call conspiracy all that this
people calls conspiracy, and do not fear
what they fear, nor be in dread.”

This is not intended to be a compre-
hensive treatise on fear, nor even a com-
plete treatment of the fears commonly
related to special needs adoption. Maybe
someday when I've grown all the way
up...oh, and've grown back a few of the
brain cells I donated to my children, heh
heh.

If you have thought about adopting a
child with special needs, but your fears
have stopped you from taking the next
step, this is from me to you, with love and
understanding. What decision would you
make if you took out the fear? That's the
decision our family is praying you'll make.

Inthe U.S. 397,122 chil-

2%, dren are living without
3275  permanent families in
the foster care system.

101,666 of these children are eligible for
adoption, but nearly 32% of these chil-
dren will wait over three years in foster
care before being adopted.

Source: AFCARS Report, No. 20

Around the world, there are an estimated
153 million orphans who have lost one
parent. There are 17900,000 orphans who
have lost both parents and are living in or-
phanages or on the streets and lack the
care and attention required for healthy de-
velopment. These children are at risk for
disease, malnutrition, and death.

Source: Childinfo (UNICEF, 2011)

66%
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s there still blessing
in life's sorrows?

Thanksgiving tangled with unanswered
prayers.

I slumped against the antiseptic tiled
hallway.

My stalwart, “Hang on, and hold it in,”
gave way to unrestrained tears like prison-
ers let free. Crystal rivulets dropped to the
floor at my feet.

Each time I exited my daughter’s hos-
pital room at Mayo Clinic, my stiff control
burst like a rubber band wound too tight.
It was part of my routine, the dessert at the
end of an inward tunnel of darkness.

My 19-year-old son, tall and lanky
found me there. He pulled me into his em-
brace and wrapped his arms around me.
He was twice my size and twice my
strength. With man-child concern he
asked what he already knew.

“Oh, Mommy, Mommy; he fussed over
me as I had so often over him. “What’s
wrong, Mommy?”

I couldn’t play his sweet role reversal
game. I couldn’t smile through my tears,
nod my head, pat his back and say, “It will
allbe OK”

Because it wasn’t OK, and it never
would be.

Two months had gone by since our

God & Ebola

CLINT
DECKER

President and
Evangelist with
Great
Awakenings, Inc.

hopefortoday

Clay Center, Kan.— Human history has
been subjected to constant bouts of infec-
tious diseases. Sometimes these have
grown to pandemic proportions, leaving
death tolls in the millions worldwide.
The Black Death (the bubonic plague)
dramatically affected European popula-
tions wiping out up to 50 million people
in the mid-14th century. During the early
20th century, governments battled against
the influenza pandemic which took up to
50 million lives including 675,000 in the
United States. Then small pox killed up-
wards of 300 million people across the
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daughter Charity awoke feeling numb on
one side. After a rapid spiral into complete
paralysis, an army
of doctors puzzled
at what was as-
suredly sucking life
out of the 26-year-
old wife and
mother.

“Oh, Justin” I
managed a pathetic
waver, weak but
final. “T will never be
happy again”

Irretrievable days slid into months.
Charity’s six-month-old baby had gone

“Could I really say “Thank
you God,” for the theft of
her voice devoid of
expression and thought?
| was losing her, and | was
not thankful to let her go.”

GIVING DOESN’

oy

to crawling. Beyond her grasp Charity’s
two-year-olds’ verbal pirouettes vanished

in a vacuum of
passing time, unbe-
knownst to her.
Like the story of
Korah in the Bible,
swallowed into the
earth, I felt as if my
heart had suffocated
in the bottom of a
sealed pit. Plastic
smiles and pat an-
swers did little to

touch the deep questions of soul and spirit.

“If Charity got up, swung her legs off

from mommy milk to solids, from sitting  the bed and walked away today;” I thought,

globe throughout much of the 20th cen-
tury.

Our modern world still battles infec-
tious diseases and one getting the most
headlines is the Ebola virus which was
first identified in the 1970s. As I'write, the
virus has fortunately not reached pan-
demic levels yet.

When we are faced with a potential
pandemic disease outbreak how should
we respond? Our generation has access
to pictures, videos and read real-time re-
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ports like never before. As a result it can
lead to feelings of anxiousness or fear. Let
me pass along a few things we can do.

Do research. Let us educate ourselves
making use of the Internet, our local li-
brary and our personal physician.

Do commonsense thinking. Exercis-
ing old-fashioned common sense goes a
long way towards getting and staying
healthy.

Do some filtering. Use discernment in
following news reports on Ebola. Some-

COME

“healthy and healed, would she be whole?
Would life be normal again? Could any-
thing ever be the same?”

Giving thanks to God had become a
jumbled confusion of faith and reality; it
eked out somewhere between what was
and what should be. It tangled in unan-
swered pleas and surrenders; twisted with
the pain in my gut and the fog in my brain.

“How should I thank Him for the pieces
of Charity?” I wondered as her abilities
dropped away like fall leaves that fell.
Could I really say “Thank you God,” for the
theft of her voice devoid of expression and
thought? I was losing her, and I was not

thankful to let her go.
See THANKSGIVING page 22

times information conflicts, is not accu-
rate or is taken out of context.

Do pray. We should do all we can in
the areas of science, medicine and tech-
nology to tackle disease. However, is that
enough? What about God?

God speaks of Himself saying, “For I
am the LORD, your healer” (Exodus
15:26). He wants the world to know who
He is. He is the Healer. Then He invites
the world to seek Him by saying, “Call
upon me in the day of trouble; I will de-
liver you, and you shall glorify me” (Psalm
50:15).

God cannot be any clearer. In the face
of stopping a spreading disease our first
action, not last, should be to seek God for
His healing. And though people of dif-
ferent religions and of no religion may be
affected, there is only one God we must
pray to and only one Who can heal. He
is the God who made the heavens and the
earth and gave the world Jesus. May He
be your hope for today and peace in the
face of uncertain times.

Clint Decker is President & Evangelist
with Great Awakenings, Inc.
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Kansas City’s most complete guide to the events and concerts you want to see!

the
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CONCERTS

JASON GRAY, WITH EVERY ACT OF LOVE TOUR.
November 2, 7:30 pm. Bueker Middle School, 565S.
Odell Ave, Marshall, MO. Free Concert. 660-831-
5219.

CHARLES DAVID SMART. November 7,7:30-9:30
pm. Homer's Coffee House, 7126 W 80th St., Over-
land Park, KS.

THE HYMNUTS. November 8, 7:30-9:30 pm. Coffee
House, 7126 W 80th St., Overland Park, KS.

BEAUTIFUL OFFERERINGS TOUR. November 16,
6:00 pm. New Life Assembly, 801 SW Ist St., Oak
Grove, MO 64075. $15-$20. Featuring Big Daddy
Weave, Chris August, Group 1 Crew, and Dara
Maclean. ltickets.com 816-690-3514.

SACRED MUSIC. November 16, 4:00 pm. First
Preshyterian Church, 407 Walnut St., Leavenworth,
KS. Free will offering. Guest musicians, Bountiful
String Quartet, will accompany the Chorale for Schu-
bert's Mass in G.

THE KANSAS CITY METRO MEN’S CHORUS. No-
vember 16, 2:00 pm. Independence First United
Methodist Church, Home of Mana mei Lagi Islander
Fellowship, 400 W. Maple Ave., Independence, MO
64050. Free concert - donations asked, benefit In-
dependence Meals on Wheels.

CELEBRATION OF THANKSGIVING WITH THE
AFTERS.  November 22, 3:30 pm. Crosspoint
Church, 6824 Lackman Road, Shawnee, KS. Free.
Sponsored by Shawnee Kansas Medical Center. 913-
6311100

GOLD CITY. November 22, 6:30 pm. Wanamaker
Woods Nazarene Church, 3501 SW Wanamaker
Road, Topeka, KS 66614. $10 general admission.
785-273-2248.

KING'S HERALDS QUARTET. November 24, 7:00
pm. First Christian Church, 2151 S. Jefferson St.,
Kearney, MO 64060. 816-628-6653.

MORGAN FAMILY CHRISTMAS. December 12,
7:00 pm. First Baptist Church, 2 NE Douglas, Lee's
Summit, MO. 816-525-0700.

ROCK THE HALLS CHRISTMAS SHOW. December
13, 6:30 pm. First Baptist Church, NKC, 2205 Iron
Street, North Kansas City, MO 64116. Featuring John
Elefante (former lead singer of Kansas), John Schlitt
(lead singer of Petra & formerly Head East), Dust &
Daisies, Monserrat & Minor Rewind. 816-842-1175.

LEELAND. December 14, 6:00 pm. Blue Spring As-
sembly, 2501 NE Duncan Rd, Blue Springs, MO. 816-
847-0200.

MIKESCHAIR IT’S CHRISTMAS TOUR. December
15, 730 pm. MHS Little Theatre, 805 S. Miami St.,
Marshall, MO. Free concert. Sponsored by Soul
Team, featuring City Harbor and OBB.

LESTER ESTELLE. December 19, 7:30-9:30 pm. Cof-
fee House, 7126 W 80th St., Overland Park, KS.

SOUTHERN GOSPEL

(CALL FOR GROUPS)

ALPHA OMEGA CHRISTIAN MUSIC ASSOC.
MONTHLY MTG, PRAYER, DEVOTION, POTLUCK
AND JAM. FIRST FRIDAY, 7pm. 10035 E. Westport
Rd., Indep., MO 64052.

MO-KAN GOSPEL MUSIC ASSOCIATION
POTLUCK AND JAM. FOURTH FRIDAY (except for
Nov. & Dec. when we meet on the 3rd Fri.). North-
land Christian Church, 6120 NE 48th St., KCMO. 913-
432-0359.

PENTECOSTAL TABERNACLE CHURCH. SECOND
SAT,, 6pm. 341S. 72nd St., Kansas City, KS 66111.
Praise and Worship songs of Zion. 913-334-1009.
CGMA NW MO CHAPTER MEETING, GOSPEL
MUSIC AND POTLUCK. SECOND SAT. Faith Assem-
bly of God Church, South 13 Hwy, Polo, MO. Travel
North on 135 North, go North of Liberty to the
Polo/Lathrop Exit. Turn right ontol16 Hwy. Go 12
miles to 13 Hwy. Turn left and go % mile.
pegcla@msn.com.

MOMENT OF TRUTH BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH.

atre,

len:
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DECH MIKESCHAIR “IT’S CHRISTMAS” TOUR. 7:30 PM. MHS LITTLE
THEATRE, 805 S. MIAMI ST., MARSHALL, MO. FREE CONCERT

THIRD SAT. in January, May, September & October,
7pm. 310 Randolph Rd, Claycomo, MO. Gospel music
sing. 816-452-4426.

RADIANT LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD. LAST SUN.,
6:30 p.m. Hwy. 33, Kearney, MO. Open mike. Gospel
sing.

GOSPEL JAMBOREE. Second Thursday, 7 p.m. Life
Christian Center, 1650 E Langsford Road, Lee's Sum-
mit, MO. 816-878-4694.

PARADISE BAPTIST CHURCH. 2nd Sunday, 6 p.m.
Pot luck dinner 5 p.m. Paradise, MO. 816-591-1020.

CLASSES, SEMINARS,
CONFERENCES

CELEBRATE RECOVERY MEETINGS, 12 STEPS
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Monday, December 15, 2014 + 7:30

PROGRAM FOR ALL LIFE'S HURTS, HANG-UPS
AND HABITS. Every Friday night, 7:00 pm. New
Hope Church of the Nazarene, 4330 N. Oak Traf-
ficway, Kansas City, MO 64116

PATHWAY TO HOPE. Wednesday evenings, 6:30
pm. KC First Church of Nazarene, 11811 State Line
Rd., Kansas City, MO 64114, This fall, KC First Church
of the Nazarene will be hosting sessions of Pathway
to Hope's E3 curriculum-a tool to assist families by
encouraging, educating, and empowering families
as they cope with aloved one’s mental health strug-
gle. Topics include: mood disorders, though disor-
ders, anxiety disorders, personality disorders,
co-occurring disorders, dealing with psychiatric
emergencies, and the world of mental illness.
ahardy@kcfc.org 816-942-9022.
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ENCOUNTER. Every Thursday evening at 7:30 pm.
KC First Church of the Nazarene, 11811 State Line Rd,
Kansas City, MO. College students and young adults
meet at KC First Church of Nazarene for prayer, re-
flection, Bible study, and fellowship. Contact Pastor
Audrey Landers for more information at
alanders@kcfc.org. 816-942-9022.

PASSAGES. Through January 3,2015. 3534 E.Sun-
shine St., Springfield, MO 65809. 1-888-297-8011.

FIBROMYALGIA SUPPORT GROUP. 1st Saturday,
10:30-11:30 am. Woods Chapel Methodist Church,
4725NE Lakewood Way 3rd floor, Lee’s Summit, MO.
816-220-7356; 2nd Thursday, 7:30-8:30 pm. Coun-
tryside Christian Church, 6101 Nall Ave., Mission, KS.
913-384-4673; 2nd Friday, 11:30 am-1:00 pm. HyVee,
3504 Clinton Pkwy, Lawrence, KS. 785-979-5393; 4th
Saturday, 10:30-11:30 am. Green Acres Market, 4175
Mulberry Drive, Kansas City Northland, MO. 816-
888-1460. Sponsored by Fibromyalgia Coalition In-
ternational.

MESSIANIC JEWISH HIGH HOLY DAY SERVICES.
Adat Yeshua Messianic Congregation, 8512 Stearns,
Overland Park, KS 66214. Schedule for Rosh
HaShanah (New Year-Trumpets), Yom Kippur (Day
of Atonement), and Sukkot (Tabernacles)
www.adatyeshuakc.com 913-888-7272

RECONCILIATION WEEKEND. Through November
2. If Not For Grace Ministries. jedlund@infg.org.
816-847-2911

WAIT NO MORE. November 1,10:00 am-2:00 pm.
Colonial Preshyterian Church, 9500 Wornall Rd.,

Kansas City, MO. Sponsored by Focus on the Family.
Register online at iCareAboutOrphans.org.

LENEXA BAPTIST CHURCH BIBLE CONFERENCE.
November 2-3. Lenexa Baptist Church, 15320 W 87th
St. Pkwy., Lenexa, KS 66219. Speakers: Dave Stone,
Dr. Al Mohler, Dr. Jason Allen and Jonathan Falwell.
913-599-6447.

WILLIE MAYS AIKENS. November 2, 6 pm. Gash-
land United Methodist Church, 7715 N. Oak Traf-
ficway. Safe at Home, Rise Fall and Redemption.
Former Kansas City Royals star first baseman.
Aikens will share his story from baseball stardom to
14 yearsina prison cell, to redemption and a return
to the Royals as a Minor League Coach. The publicis
invited to attend this free presentation. A desert bar
will follow, with book signing. There will be no child
care. 816-436-1616.

AVOID PROBATE SEMINARS. November 6, 7:00
pm. Lewis Living Trust Center, 700 M.E. Langsford,
Lee's Summit, MO 64063. Free. 816-524-3200.

HACWN ANNUAL FALL CONFERENCE. November
6-8. Colonial Preshyterian Church (Quivira Campus)
Overland Park, KS. Speakers: Susan King-Upper
Room, James Watkins-Wesleyan Publishing House
(Vista), Joanna Echols-Focus on the Family (kids),
Tamara Clymer-CrossRiver Media, Rowena Kuo-
Lighthouse of the Carolinas, Paul Levine-Paul S.
Levine Literary Agency, Les Stohbe-Agent. 816-503-
6841

JOSEPH COMPANY MAKETPLACE CONFER-
ENCE. November 6-8. IHOPU, 12901 S. US
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Metro Voice, PO Box 1114
Lee’s Summit, MO 64063
metrovoicecalendar@gmail.com

PLEASE NOTE: Your item must be in by
the 3rd Wednesday of each month for
following month’s issue.

ents, Meetings, Clubs, Bible Studies, Family Fun, Speakers and More!
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Highway 71, Grandview, MO 64030. $99 early reg-
istration. Speakers, Mike Bickle, Linda Fields, Daniel
Lim, Randy Bohlender, Paul Coffman, Diane Bickle.
AMERICAN ACADEMY OF BIBLICAL COUN-
SELORS 2014 REGIONAL CONFERENCE. Novem-
ber 6-8. Calvary Bible College, 15800 Calvary Rd,
Kansas City, MO. The theme for the conference is
“Counseling ina Post-Modern World. 816-322-3960.

SURVIVING THE HOLIDAYS. November 8, 9:45 am.
KC First Church or the Nazarene, 11811 State Line Rd.
Kansas City, MO 64114. Seminar information and
ideas to minimize the pain and distress for those
grieving during the holiday session. 816-942-9022.

MEDICARE & YOU: MAKING SENSE OF NEW
CHANGES. November 9,10:30 am-12:30 pm. Her-
itage Center Jewish Community Campus, 5801 W.
115th St., Overland Park, KS. Speaker: Larry Green,
Insurance industry veteran. Sponsored by Jewish
Family Services. 913-327-8259.

ADVICE And AID. November 10, 7:00-9:00 pm.
Fenton Professional Plaza, 11644 W. 75th St., Suite
4D, Shawnee, KS 66214. New Volunteer Informa-
tional Meeting Advice & Aid Pregnancy Center.
liensen@adviceandaid.com.

ADOPTION INFO MEETING. November 12, 7:00
pm. Law Office, 5330 College Blvd, Leawood, KS
66211. Sponsored by Holt International Children’s
Services. Holt invites you to attend and adoption in-
formation meeting to learn more about your options
for international adoption. 816-822-2169.

¥ calendar continuned on next page
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PRAISE WORSHIP SEMINAR WITH
ANDREW IRONSIDE

COFFEE CONNECT. November 12, 6:30 pm. IHOPU, 12901 S.
US Highway 71, Grandview, MO 64030. For more information
on Coffee Connect, www.ihopkc November 13-16. Christ Tri-
umphant, 401 NE Chipman, Lee's Summit, MO 64063. Kevin
&Kathy Basconi, David & Stephanie Hertzog, Alan & Carol Koch.
Register online at Kingof GloryMinistries.org. 816-524-6120.
14TH ANNUAL FIBROMYALGIA CONFERENCE & RETREAT.
November 14 & 15. EIms Hotel & Spa, Excelsior Springs, MO.
New healing strategies for pain, fatigue, memory, sleep, and
other fibromyalgia symptoms. www.fibrocoalition.org 913384
4673.

MEN OF VALOR/WOMEN OF VIRTUE COUPLE’S EVENT, No-
vember 14, 7:00 pm-10:00 pm. Church of the Ascension, 9510
W 127th St, Overland Park, KS. Fee. This evening will be an
event joining Men of Vialor and Women of Virtue. Speakers: Dr.
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Ken Canfield and Ron & Kathy Feher, followed by a meet and
greet reception. kcvalor.com.

YOUTH FOR TRUTH-TEEN EVENT. November 14, 7:00 pm-
10:00 pm. Church of Ascension, 9510 W 127th St, Overland
Park, KS. Fee. High energy evening featuring real stories from
Wayne Simien and Kelly Colangelo, with music from Mikey
Needleman Band. kcvalor.com.

UNWIND. November 14, 7:00 pm. Calvary Bible College (Lib-
erty Chapel), 15800 Calvary Rd., Kansas City, MO. The CBC
praise band will lead in a time of worship, and a guest speaker
will share a devotion from God's Word. Youth groups and stu-
dents are also welcome to attend. 816-322-3960.

WOMENS FALL RETREAT “LAUGHTER FOR THE SOUL".
November 15, 8:00 am-2:30 pm. Faith UMC, 1950 SW Eagles
Parkway, Grain Valley, MO 64029, Feeis $15. Guest speaker,
Martha Bolton, staff writer for Bob Hope for over 15 years.
faithchurchinthevalley.org. 816-847-0008

MO. RIGHT TO LIFE ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING AND
STATEWIDE EDUCATION AND LEADERSHIP FORUM. No-
vember 15, 10:00 am. Immaculate Conception Parish, Pleus
Hall, 1206 E. McCarty, Jefferson City, MO. Lunch provided with
free-will offering. Guest speaker, Nancy Valko, past president
of Nurse for Life. 573-6355110.

WOMEN OF VIRTUE. November 15, 8:00 am-3:30 pm. Christ
the King Church, 8510 Wornall Rd, Kansas City, MO. Speakers:
Debi Stack, Fawn Brents, and Dr. Laurie Heap, brain science and
relationship expert. kcvirtue.com.

MEN OF VALOR-MEN AND TEEN BOYS. November 15, 8:00
am-4:00 pm. Colonial Preshyterian Church, 9500 Wornall
Road, Kansas City, MO. Fee. Keynote speaker Bill Corum & Dr.
Peter Kleponis along with testimony from Donny Pauling. In-
cludes lunch and breakout session for men and teen boys. kc-
valor.com.

AVOID PROBATE SEMINARS. November 18, 7:00 pm. Lewis
Living Trust Center, 700 M.E. Langsford, Lee's Summit, MO
64063. Free. 816-524-3200.

Pralse Worship

SEmimar

Sunday, November 30, 10
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SURVIVING THE HOLIDAYS. November 19, 6:30-8:30 pm.
400 W. Maple Ave., Independence, MO 64050. Free. In past
years, the Christmas holiday season may have been a time of
great anticipation and excitement... but this year, the prospect
of facing the holidays without your mate may cause anxiety
and dread. You are not alone. Join in with others.
816.8634662.

THE AIPAC KANSAS CITY ISRAEL ACTION FORUM. De-
cember 9, 2014. 7:00 PM. Jewish Community Center Of
Greater Kansas City, The White Theatre, 5801 West 115th
Street, Overland Park, KS. Community Program & Dessert
Reception $25. Speaker: The Honorable Avi Dichter, former
member of Knesset and former Shin Bet director.
Www.aipac.org

ONE THING CONFERENCE. December 28-31. Kansas City Con-
vention Center, 301 W. 13th Street, Kansas City, MO 64105. Reg-
istration regular from October 1$57, late from December 1$67.
Speakers: Joyce Myer, Mike Bickle, Allen Hood. Worship leaders:
Misty Edwards, Phil Wickham, Kari Jobe. More information can
be found online at www.ihopkc.org/onething.

GOSPEL SKATE NIGHT. Every Ist Tuesday of the month, 6:00
pm-8:00 pm. Skate City Shawnee, 9800 W. 62nd Terrace, Mer-
riam, KS 66203. Admission $6 and skate rental $2. 913788-
7788.

2014 DAY OF PRAVER. November 2. For the women and girls
of the Middle East and North America. www.sat7usa.org.
CHRISTIAN SINGLES AGES 50+. November 3,6:00 pm. Ap-
plebee’s, 6800 Johnson Drove, Mission, KS. Email sherri-
armel@gmail.com for more info or to get on email list for
upcoming events.

MO & KS ELECTION. November 4. General election. Get out
to vote. For all MRL PAC endorsements www.missourilife.org.
For Kansans for Life PAC endorsements www.oteprolife.net.

TRIVIANIGHT OF FUN. November 6,7:00 pm. Emaline Ball-

Metro Voice

NATIONAL COLLECTION WEEK. OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHII.D VARIOUS DROP-
OFF LOCATIONS. FOR MORE INFORMATION: SAMARITANSPURSE.ORG

room, 616 SW 3rd Street, Lee’s Summit, MO. $15 per person at
the door, includes desserts, beverages and trivia. Sponsored
by Alliance for Life, diapers and wipes will be collected that
evening to benefit pregnancy centers and maternity homes
across MO. 816-806-4168.

CHRISTIAN FAMILY SERVICES CELEBRATION BANQUET
ANNUAL FUNDRAISER. November 6, 6:00 pm. Ritz Charles,
Overland Park, KS. All proceeds will benefit adoption services
and crisis counseling. 913-383-3337.

MARANATHA CHRISTIAN ACADEMY GALA AT THE LAKE
AUCTION. November 7, 6:15 pm. Lake Quivira Country Club,
100 Cresent Blvd, Lake Quivira, KS.

WOMEN’S MINISTRY ANNUAL CRAFT. Nov. 7 &8. Lawson
Assembly of God, D Highway in Lawson, MO. 816-580-3708.

SHEPHERD’S WAY MINISTRIES 11TH ANNUAL PANCAKE
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BREAKFAST. November 8, 9:00-11:00 am. Cornerstone
Church, 301 SE AA Highway, Blue Springs, MO 64014.
www.theshepherdswayministries.org.

LOVE’S OUTREACH COMMUNITY FOOD DISTRUBUTION.
November 8,10:00 -11:00 am. Church on the Rock Outreach
Center, 1700 SW Market St., Le's Summit, MO. Free food for
familiesin need. Valid IDand proof of residency needed to par-
ticipate. 816-246-7625.

VOLUNTEER ORIENTATION. November 8, 9:00 am. Deer-
brook Covenant Church, 200 NE Tutor Rd, Lee’s Summit, MO
64086. Sponsored by If Not For Grace Ministries. Sponsored
by If Not For Grace Ministries. jedlund@infg.org

43RD ANNUAL HOLIDAY MARKET. November 8, 9:00 am-
3:00 pm. Holmeswood Baptist Church, 9700 Holmes Rd, South
Kansas City, MO. Original creations, apparel, gifts, candles,
home décor, beauty products, jewelry, baby items, and more!
Visit the Holmeswood Café and enjoy musical entertainment
throughout the day! If you would like to obtain information on
renting a hooth to sell your merchandise, please go to
www.holmeswood.org to download booth information and reg-
istration or call the church office at 816-942-1729.
SHEPHERD’S WAY MINISTRIES 11TH ANNUAL PANCAKE
BREAKFAST. November 8, 9:00-11:00 am. Cornerstone
Church, 301 SE AA Highway, Blue Spring, MO 64014
www.theshepherdswayministries.org
THANKSGIVING/HOLIDAY BAZAAR. November 8,9:00 am-
4:00 pm. Northland Cathedral, 101 NW 99th St., Kansas City,
MO. 90+ vendors. 816-455-2555.

IF NOT FOR GRACE MINISTRIES VOLUNTEER OPPORTU-
NITY INFORMATIONAL MEETING. November 8, 9:00-10:15
am. Deerbrook Covenant Church, 200 NE Tudor Road, Lee's

calendar continuned on next page
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Summit, MO 64086. www.infg.org.

BOUNTIFUL BLESSINGS GIFT AND CRAFT FESTIVAL. No-
vember 8, 9:00 am-3:00 pm. Bethany Lutheran Church Gym-
nasium, 9101 Lamar, Overland Park, KS 66207. Free admission.
You will not want to miss this spectacular Gift and Craft Festival!
Close to 50 vendors are planned. Come play the “prize walk”
game plus much more! Concessions are available and spon-
sored hy the 8th grade classes of Bethany and Christ Lutheran
Schools. Booth rental fees and concession profit support the
8th grade service and education class trip.

PRO-LIFE HALF MARATHON & 5K. November 9, 8:00 am.
City Pavilion by Katy Trail, Jefferson City, MO. 5K pre-registration
fee is $25, 5K fee Day of race is $35. Half Marathon pre-regis-
tration feeis $55. Sponsored hy Vitae Foundation and Life Run-
ners.

BCB VISIT DAY. November 14, 8:00 am-5:00 pm. Calvary Bible
College, 15800 Calvary Rd., Kansas City, MO. Designed to let you
experience life at Calvary! Get an inside scoop on the degree
you want to purste and gain valuable insight from like-minded,
fun-loving college students. 816-322:3960.

WOMEN’S HOLIDAY EVENT. November 15,9:30 am-12:30 pm.
CrossWay Bible Church, 701 NW Woods Chapel Road, Blue
Springs, MO. Learn to take the stress out of the holidays and
focus on Jesus. Includes inspiring speakers, practical holiday
break-out sessions, and a delicious brunch - all for $5. Register
online at www.crosswaybible.org.

NATIONAL COLLECTION WEEK. November 17-24. Operation
Christmas Child has partnered with caring people to deliver
more than 113 million gift-filled shoeboxes to children around
theworld. Each shoebox demonstrates God's love through sim-
ple gifts that can bring a world of difference to a child in need.
1-800-353-5949 samaritanspurse.org

SALVATION ARMY 2014 CHRISTMAS CAMPAIGN. Novem-
ber 21,6:00 pm. Barney Allis Plaza, 12th and Wyandotte, Kansas
City, MO. The Kansas City Marriott Downtown is the focal point
of the festive Christmas music and lighting display, featuring
computer-generated holiday images across the hotel’s 22-story
facade. City Lights raised money to fund Salvation Army pro-

grams year-round. www.salarmymokan.org.

THANKSGIVING OUTREACH 2014. November 23,9:00-10:30
am. Church on the Rock Outreach Center, 1700 Market St., Lee's
Summit, MO. Free Thanksgiving Dinner food boxes for families
inneed. Attendance during one of the services needed to pick
up food box. Reservations required. Quantities limited. Limit
1 Thanksgiving Dinner food box per household. 816-246-7625.
THANKSGIVING EVE SERVICE. November 26, 7:00-8:00 pm.
Northland Cathedral, 101 NW 99th St., Kansas City, MO. 90+
vendors. Communion Served. 816-455-2555.

THANKSGIVING EVE SERVICE. November 26, 7:00 pm.
Church on the Rock Outreach Center, 1700 SW Market St., Lee's
Summit, MO. Please join us for our Thanksgiving Eve Service.
www.cotroc.org 816-246-7625.

COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING DINNER. November 27,12:30-
2:00 pm. St. Mark's United Methodist Church, 6422 Santa Fe
Drive, Overland Park, KS. Free. 913722-2310.

REDEEMING BIRTH: AWALK THROUGH BETHELEHEM. De-
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THE MYSTERY OF CHRISTMAS. LIBERTY PERFORMING ARTS THEATRE, LIBERTY, MO.
FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.DRAMATICTRUTH.ORG

cember 5,6,12, and 13, 6:30-9:00 pm (last tour starts at 8:30
pm). Grace Christian Fellowship Church, 7320 Quivira Road,
Shawnee, KS 66216. Free Admission. An opportunity for the
whole family to experience the Christmas Story. You are invited
onaninteractive walk through the city of Bethlehem at the time
of Jesus’ birth. See peaple at work n the marketplace with busy
shopkeepers and vendors everywhere (you will have the op-
portunity to purchase fine Christmas gifts or mementos there).
Smell the fragrant scents of herhs, spices, and breads. See the
potters, weavers and carpenters at work. Visit a crowded inn
and a humble stable where the King of Kings was born! Tours
will be conducted every 20 minutes. 913-268-6300.

WHAT A GLORIOUS NIGHT. December 6, 7:00 pm & Decem-
ber 7,10:156 am. Pisgah Baptist Church, 1.5 miles east of Excel-
sior Springs on Highway 10. 816-630-5121.

MISSOURI RHYTHM VS MEMPHIS LIONS (CHIRSITAN ED-
UCATION NIGHT). December 6,7:00 pm. Grandview Christian
School, 12340 Grandview Road, Grandview, MO 64030. Adults
$8 and students $4. 816.872.6622.

GRAND OPEN HOUSE FOR MOTHER'S REFUGE. De-
cember 11, 4 to 8 p.m., December 13,1to 5 p.m., December
14,1t0 5 p.m. 3721 Delridge, Independence, MO 64052.
Mother’s Refuge serves pregnant young women and ba-
bies that have no permanent place to live. 816-353-8070.

CHRISTMAS EXTRAVAGANZA 2014! Dec. 13. Cornerstone
Church, 301 SE AA Highway, Blue Springs, MO 64014. Donations
of unwrapped gifts for both children and adults are needed for
the Christmas store. Monetary donations will go towards pro-
vidingameal for everyone and to purchase gifts or whatever is
still needed. Deadline for donations is December 4th. This event
will provide great opportunities for our less-fortunate families
in Eastern Jackson and Lafayette counties. Parents will have
the opportunity to “shop” at no charge for gifts for their children
and the children will be able to pick out gifts for their parents
with gift wrapping provided as well. We are expecting to assist
over 350 moms, dads, and children. Stacie Neer 816-228-1979.

AN UNBOUND EXPERIENCE. December 18, 5:30-9:00 pm.
Unbound Headquarters, 1 Elwood Ave., Kansas City, KS 66103.
Tickets are $35, includes food, drink and performance. All pro-
ceeds will benefit our Education program which helps young
adults continue their educations in secondary schools, technical
schools or university programs. Live music by Kansas City's own
Barclay Martin and the Snow Globes, and silent auction items
from the KC area and the countries where we work. www.un-
bound.org 913-384-7187

November 2014 * 15

CANDLELIGHT CHRISTMAS EVE LORD'S SUPPER SERVICE.
December 24,2014, 10:00 PM. Red Bridge Baptist Church; 4901
E. Red Bridge Road; Kansas City, MO 64137.

NEW BEGINNINGS NYE CELEBRATION. Dec. 31-January 1,
8:00 pm-1:00 am. 2505 SW Wintercreek Dr,, Lee's Summit, MO
64081. $30 pre-registration required. Register online at newbe-
ginningsnye.eventbrite.com. For singles in their 40's and 50's.
Setina Chistian environment, singles will enjoy games, D.J., dance
floor, Karaoke, photo booth, prizes, chipotle buffet and a cham-
pagne toast at midnight. NYEnewbeginnings@yahoo.com.

THE 42ND ANNUAL NATIONAL MARCH FORLIFE. January
22. Washington D.C. www.marchforlife.org.

FINE ARTS

THE PLAINS INDIANS: ARTISTS OF EARTH AND SKY.
Through January 11, 2015. Nelson-Atkins Museum, 4525 Oak St,
Kansas City, MO.

BENTON IN BLACK AND WHITE. Through February 15, 2015.
Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art, 4525 Oak St., Kansas City, MO
64111. Thomas Hart Benton's 125th birthday! See a selection
of lithographs in Gallery 214 and visit your favorite Benton paint-
ing from the permanent collection. 816-751-1321.

WILLIAM BAKER FESTIVAL SINGERS CLASSICS & SPIRITU-
ALS. November 8, 8:00 pm. Helzberg Hall Kauffman Center,

calendar continuned on next page
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1601 Broadway, Kansas City, MO 64108. The Highlight of the
program will be contemporary composer William Dreyfoo's set-
ting of “Songs of the Holocaust,” amusical setting of songs from
the Polish Jewish ghettos during the holocaust years. 816-994-
7200.

THE MUSIC MAN. November 13-15, 7:00 pm. Maranatha Chris-
tian Academy Gym, 15000 W. 63rd Street, Shawnee, KS 66216
$10 for adults, $7 for students. Presented by Maranatha Chris-
tian Academy Theater and Music department.

PETER PAN. November 13, 7:00 pm (Family Day); November
14,10:00 am (School Day) and 7:00 pm; November 15, 2:00 pm
&7:00 pm; November 16, 2:00 pm; November 20, 7:00 pm; No-
vember 21, 10:00 am (School Day) and 7:00 pm; November 22,
2:00 pm & 7:00 pm; November 23, 2:00 pm. Bell Cultural Events
Center MidAmerica Nazarene, 2030 East College Way, Olathe,
KS 66062. Sponsored by Christian Youth Theatre. 913-681-3318.

GUYS AND DOLLS. November 14,15, 16, 20,21, 22, 23, 28,29,
30. Excelsior Springs Community Theatre, 114 Marietta Street,
Excelsior Springs, MO 64025. 816-637-3728.

SANTA CONQUERS THE MARTIANS, OR, CLAUS ENCOUN-
TERS OF THE 3RD KIND! November 15-January 4, 2015. Al
matinees are at 3:30 pm, all evening performances are at 7:30
pm. There are no performances on December 24, 25, or 31st.
Great Plains Mall, 2700 W. 151st St, Olathe, KS. Join the galaxy
goofiness in which Santa spreads Christmas joy all over the uni-
verse and finally persuades the Martians themselves to be good
little boys and girls and share in the holiday hi-jinx as well. 913-
642-7576.

A CHRISTMAS CAROL. November 21-December 26. Spencer
Theatre, 4949 Cherry Street, Kansas City, MO 64110. A ripping
good telling of the classic story of Ebenezer Scrooge, the cur-
mucdgeonly businessman who requires the intervention of a few
spectral guides to understand the true meaning of Christmas
and life. 816-235-2700.

THE WIZARD OF 0Z. November 28 & 29 and December 13, 20,
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PLAZA LIGHTING CEREMONY. 5:00-8:00 PM. MAIN STAGE AT NICHOLS ROAD

AND PENNSYLVANIA.

&27,11:00am &2:00 pm. Puppetry Arts Institute, 11025 E. Win-
ner Rd., Independence, MO 64052. $5. 816-833-9777.

THE GIFTS OF THE MAGI. December 4, 6:00 pm; 5, 6:00 pm;
6,1:00 pm & 6:00 pm. Emaline Ballroom, 616 SW 3rd Street,
Lee's Summit, MO. $30 ($25 for seniors and students) including
the holiday buffet. Presented by Summit Theatre Group. Holi-
day musical based on two of . Henry’s short stories and set in
New York City in the 19th century. It'sa show that speaks to the
joy of giving, the true spirit of the holiday season. 816-463-2654.
HANDEL'S MESSIAH. December 5, 8:00 pm; December 6, 8:00
pm; December 7,2:00 pm. Kauffman Center 1601 Broadway,
Kansas City, MO. The Independence Messiah Choir joins with
the KC Symphony and Symphony Chorus. 816-471-0400.

THE NATIVITY. December 57, 10:00 am-8:00 pm. Grace &

RED BRIDGE

494017 E. Red Bridge Road
ROWO G4137

BAPTIST CHURCH

roormer of Red Sridge & Grancwisw Roacs)
BA6-TH1-1104  wew redoritgenapiist.ong

+ Breor-Sonsie!
+ Lomsonmten in Theokgy
+ Winn om0 fnisiy!
= [=matineal in \Wnsshisl
+ Eposhnry Erpaching!
' e ERonz-Kirded! - Emohesizng i
Gl Hymns o e Faih
« Fill B708MA Frognas
finchuding v 5 vEmsing

chnzh sl

We listen...and treat you

Lo oo cthers 25 o woidd Fave dhem dasa wou” — Lok 631

Pleasant Hill

Chiropractic §4™

EEFERIEMCED « CARIMG = EFFEC

Chirgracic = &cupunchore + Lasar Therspy
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= Spinal Decormpression « Reflexokoy
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Holy Trinity Cathedral, 415 W. 13th St., Kansas City, MO 64105.
Come see beautiful seven-foot puppets gracefully move through
theaisles of the historic cathedral with live musical and chorale
accompaniment. A cast of over forty puppeteers bring these
larger-than-life Biblical characters to life! 816-756-3500.

THE MYSTERY OF CHRISTMAS THE NUTCRACKER THAT
TELLS THE TRUE STORY OF CHRISTMAS. December 58& 7.
Liberty Performing Arts Theatre, 1600 S. Withers Road, Liberty,
MO. $10-$25. Sponsored hy Dramatic Truth. www.dramatic-
truth.org 816767-9222.

SOUNDS OF CHRISTMAS. December 21, 6:00 pm. KC First
Church of the Nazarene, 11811 State Line Rd., Kansas City, MO
64114. Admissionis free, and a love offering will be taken after
the concert to benefit the Kansas City Rescue Mission. Sanctuary
Choir and Orchestra. 816-942-9022.

FAMILY OUTINGS

OVER BY CHRISTMAS: AUGUST-DECEMBER 1914. Through
March 29, 2015. National World War 1, 100 W. 26th Street, Kansas
(City, MO 64108. Exhibit highlights the first five months of the
war through specific topics or case studies including: Germany
Mobilizes and Germany’s Rush to War, Invasion: Belgium and
France and War in the East. 816-888-8100.

Metro Voice

GREAT PUMPKIN SMASH. November 1, 10:00 am-3:30 pm.
Kansas City Zoo, 6800 Zoo Drive, Kansas City, MO 64132. Our
animals are getting into fall enrichment at the Great Pumpkin
Smash. Watch them crush, kick, bounce and play with big or-
ange pumpkins. 816-5951234.

UNION STATION CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION OPEN HOUSE
WEEKEND. November 1-2. Union Station, Kansas City, MO. Fun
for the whole family. www.unionstation.org.

SILVER DOLLAR CITY’S AN OLD TIME CHRISTMAS No-
vember 1- December 30. Branson, Missouri. Celebrate the
true meaning of this magical season amidst the glow of
over 5 million dazzling lights, 1,000 decorated Christmas
trees, two Broadway-style productions and a 5-story spe-
cial effects Christmas tree. 800-831-4FUN(386) or
www.silverdollarcity.com.

BEST LITTLE ART & CRAFT SHOW. November 21,10:00 am-
7:00pm & November 22, 10:00 am-6:00 pm. Roger T. Sermon
Community Center, 201 North Dodgion, Independence, MO.
Sponsored by the Independence Parks and Recreation De-
partment. 816-3257370.

MANNHEIM STEAMROLLER CHRISTMAS BY CHIP DAVIS.
November 23,3:30 pm &7:30 pm. Kauffman Center for the
Performing Arts, 1601 Broadway, Kansas City, MO 64108. 816-
994-7200.

PLAZA LIGHTING CEREMONY. November 27, 5:00-8:00 pm.
Main Stage at Nichols Road & Pennsylvania, by Brio Tuscan
Grille. 5:00-6:00 pm: KCP&L Pre-Show with performances
and great giveaways from the main stage. 6:007:00 pm:
KCP&L Plaza Lighting Ceremony (broadcast LIVE on KSHB-TV).
6:45 pm: Flip of the switch followed by fireworks. 7:00-8:00
pm: Post-ceremony concert.

THANKSGIVING WEEKEND CELEBRATION, ST. GEORGE
AND THE DRAGON. November 28, 5:00-6:00 pm & 7:00-
8:00 pm. Nelson-Atkins Museum (Atkins Auditorium), 4525
0ak St, Kansas City, MO. Free tickets available at Bloch Lohby
Info Desk. Paul Messner Puppets presents their lively inter-
pretation of the story of St. George and the Dragon. 816-751-
1278.

THANKSGIVING WEEKEND CELEBRATION, 10TH ANNUAL
LUMINARY WALK. November 28, 5:00-9:00 pm. Nelson-
Atkins Museum (Donald J Hall Sculpture Park), 4525 Oak St.,
Kansas City, MO. 816-751-1278.

MAYOR’S CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTING CEREMONY. No-
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www.ElectNola.com

far by Friends of
THASLTEr

INEEDA_A For South
Kansas City

Common Sense Values - Principled Leadership
Not just another politician.

Help elect Nola to:

vember 28, 5:30 pm. Crown Center Square, Kansas City, MO.
Free. The 100-foot-tall Mayor’s Christmas Tree, one of the na-
tion's tallest, is the centerpiece for an illuminating holiday cele-
bration. The tree is a symbol of the Mayor’s Christmas Tree
Fund, which is dedicated to assisting the city’s less fortunate.
816-274-8444.

NUTCRACKER. December 6-24. Kauffman Center for Perform-

ing Arts, 1601 Broadway Blvd., Kansas City, MO 64108. Spon-
sored by Kansas City Ballet. 816-931-2232.

MONTHLY MEETINGS

BUILDING BETTER MOMS. The United Methodist Church of
the Resurrection, 13720 Roe Ave., Leawood, KS. For local moth-
ers of children in early childhood, elementary school, middle
school, high school, and for single moms, with both day and
evening meeting times available at the Leawood campus.
www.cor.org 913-897-0120.

WEEKLY - FAITH BASED 12-STEP PROGRAM OF RECOVERY
FROM COMPULSIVE OVEREATNG. Call Overeater's Anony-
mous 913-383-5933 or visit www.kansascityoa.org for more in-
formation and to access the schedule of various meetings in the
metro area.

MONTHLY - MISSOURI RIGHT TO LIFE CHAPTERS 816-353-
4113; KANSANS FOR LIFE CHAPTERS 913-268-8486.
SUNDAYS. DIVORCECARE/DIVORCECARE4KIDS. 67:30
PM., Help for those going through or having gone through di-
vorce. Timothy Lutheran Church, 425 NW RD Mize Road, Blue
Springs, MO. 816-228-5300.

2ND & 4TH SUN. -METRO CITIZEN’S COALITION, 2:30 pm.
Trails West Library, 11401 E. 23rd, Independence, MO. Free. Open
to public. Rear parking & entrance. 816-781-6394.

3RD SUNDAY. CANCER SUPPORT GROUP. 6:30-8:00 pm.
Beacon Free Baptist Church, 10825 E. 79th Street, Raytown, MO
64138. Connect with others who share your journey, you are
not alone. 816-353-7447.

MON. - JOB TERMINATION SUPPORT GROUP. 7PM. Christ’s
Church, 5500 W, 91st St., (91st & Nall), OPKS. If you've been laid
off or terminated and are looking for peer support please join
us. We pray for each other and are doing readings from “Bat-
tlefield of the Mind”. 913-648-2271.

For the complete Monthly Meetings Listing,
visit www.metrovoicenews.com

MYSTERY

continued from page 3

This

production’s birth was in
Nashville, TN in 1987. Artistic Director
Liz Dimmel was driving to the Tennessee
Performing Arts Theater to see her daugh-
ter perform in The Nutcracker. Liz casu-
ally mentioned to her husband Doug,
“Wouldn't it be great if there was a version
of The Nutcracker that actually told the
Christmas story?” By the time they arrived
home that evening the conception of The
Mystery of Christmas became a reality.
Performance times and ticket prices are:
M Friday, Dec 5 - 9:30 am Student Field
Trip - $6 Students / $20 Non Students, $15
in adv. / $10 Seniors
M Friday, Dec 5 - 6:30 pm, Dinner Show
$50 plate - Show Only 7:30pm, $20, $15 in
advance / $10 Seniors
M Sunday, Dec 7 - 2:00 pm, Matinee - $20
Door / $15 in advance / $10 Seniors
M Sunday, Dec 7 - 7:00,pm  Evening - $20
Door / $15 in advance / $10 Seniors
Tickets are available by calling
816.767.9222 or online at www.dramatic-
truth.org.
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MINISTRY GUIDE

Each year Metro Voice provides a listing of organizations that serve the most vulnerable in our communities. Whether it is the single mom and
her children, our elderly, the homeless or incarcerated, our readers respond with prayers, time, items and finances to keep these ministries going
throughout the year. Below are the organizations that responded to our call for them to share their “Christmas Wish List”. Gods word says in
1John 3:17: “But if anyone has the world's goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God's love abide in

him?” Let us all work together to show the love of Christ this Christmas and the coming year. Together, we can make a difference.

ADVICE & AID PREGNANCY
CENTER,INC. Ruth Tisdale, director of
client services. Two locations: 11644 W.
75th St., Shawnee, KS 66214; and Foxhill
Medical Building, 4601 W. 109th Street,
Suite 302, Overland Park, KS. 913-962-
0200. www.adviceandaid.com

Advice & Aid Pregnancy Centers
serve families facing unplanned preg-
nancies before and after with Christ like
compassion. You can be part of helping
one of these families by providing fi-
nancial support, new infant car seats,
new breast pumps, new baby monitors,
new pack-n-plays, diapers, gently used
winter infant/baby clothing and non-
perishable food items. To volunteer,
please email
volunteer@adviceandaid.com to learn
more.

ADVOCATES FOR FAMILIES.
Debbie Soar. 5155 Raytown Road, Suite
109, Kansas City, MO 64133. 816-509-
6224. www.advocatesdfamilies.org.
affdirector] @yahoo.com

Advocates for Families is a non-profit
organization dedicated to empowering
families who are struggling on their
journey to successful living. Through
collaborative partnerships with busi-
nesses, churches and other agencies in
the community, we assist families that
are in crisis or struggling with life chal-
lenges. Needs include: financial dona-
tions, clothing, churches and businesses
to participate and support ongoing ef-
forts.

BACKPACKS FOR HUNGER--
CHURCH OF THE RESURRECTION.
Stewart Curtright, Dir. 13720 Roe Ave.,
Leawood, Kan. 913-897-0120.
www.cor.org/backpacks.

Over 101,000 KC-area children re-
ceive free or reduced lunch during the
week leaving thousands at high risk for
weekend hunger. Each week, volunteers
fill 1,400 weekend backpacks full of kid
friendly nutritious food for three
KCMO Elementary schools, two KCK
schools, and one Olathe school. Please
consider sponsoring a child for $15 a
month / $180 a year. See other volunteer
opportunities for this Ministry at
www.cor.org/backpacks.

BIRTHRIGHT OF GREATER
KANSAS CITY. Glenda Merten. 816-
444-7090. 6309 Walnut, Kansas City,
MO 64113 birthrightkc@juno.com

We need warm baby blankets, sleep
sacks for newborns, maternity clothers
especially XL sizes, cash donations as we
survive entirely on donations, volun-
teers to commit their time to our min-
istry. Birthright of Greater Kansas City,
an international, interdenominational,
pro-life pregnancy center serving this
community since 1971. Peace and Joy!

CARE OF POOR PEOPLE. Richard
G. Tripp, 3606 E. 12th St., KC, MO, 816-
721-3291. richardgtripp@yahoo.com.

WWW.coppinc.com.

Our mission is to save lives by pro-
viding the materials the poor and
homeless of our community need to
survive winter's wrath. Throughout the
year and especially during our two main
events, we need volunteers, financial do-
nations, clothing donations, hygiene do-
nations, and cooked food donations.
Our two main events are the Survival
Events always on the Saturday after
Thanksgiving, and the Spring Break for
the Homeless always the Saturday be-
fore Easter Sunday.

CHURCH ON THE ROCK OUT-
REACH CENTER. Cheryl Hoelscher,
1700 SW Market St, Lee's Summit, MO
64082 816.246.7625; www.cotroc.org

We need the following food items for
our Thanksgiving and Christmas din-
ner food boxes for families in need:
Canned: green beans, corn, sweet pota-
toes. Boxed: instant mashed potatoes,
stuffing, cornbread mix, dessert mixes
(brownies, cookies, cheesecake, etc.), hot
chocolate. Pkgs: gravy mix (turkey or
brown).

COLDWATER. Monica Humbard,
Interim Executive Director. 501 NE Mis-
souri Road, Lee’s Summit, MO 64086.
816-786-0758. www.coldwater.me

Coldwater is seeking volunteers and
food donations for twice-a-month
Friends Day Food Pantry & Clothes
Closet. Coldwater accepts financial do-
nations to purchase food and is search-
ing for churches/small groups to help
prepare/serve a hot meal on Friends
Days. See the Coldwater website for cur-
rent needed food items and program
information.

EVANGELISM FELLOWSHIP OF
THE GREATER KANSAS CITY
AREA. Christy Heath, local director. PO

Box 561, Grandview, MO 64030. (816)
358-1138. staff@cef-gkca.org website: cef-
gkca.org

Volunteers (adults and teens) are
needed to serve in after-school Good
News Bible Clubs in local public ele-
mentary schools, sharing the Gospel of
Christ with children.

FAITH IN CHRIST TOILETRY/
FOOD PANTRY. John Jones, Pastor.
101 SW 21st Street, Oak Grove, MO
64075. 816-616-3160.
jcjones57@yahoo.com

Our toiletry/food pantry is open
every Thur. from 5pm - 7pm, Sat. from
9am — 11:00 am. Serving eastern Jack-
son County and Lafayette County. We
are always in need of financial dona-
tions and volunteers. Financial dona-
tions allow us to get more for your
money by buying in bulk.

FEED THE PEOPLE. Jerry Whisler.
Director. 816-507-6374, feedthepeo-
ple@msn.com. www.feedthepeoplemi-
nistry.org

The ministry has been going out
onto the streets every Saturday for the
past 21+ years feeding the hurting and
homeless right now were averaging be-
tween 375-450. We are in need of the
following: socks, gloves, wool knitted
hats, chap-stick/lib balm, blankets,
toothbrush, toothpaste, cough drops.

HELPING HANDS FOOD
PANTRY. Joyce Hunt, 12219 S. Helmig
Rd, Lone Jack, MO 64070 816-304-6598
bluejacket@Hughes.net Shirley-Corn-
well, 11220 S. Alley-Jackson, Grain Val-
ley, MO 64029 816-804-3511
dclesson@yahoo.com.

The Helping Hands Food Pantry is a
ministry of the Lone Jack Christian
Church. Itis a community supported,
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non-sectarian resource for residents of
Lone Jack and the immediate area, pro-
viding food and some paper goods. We
provide holiday boxes between Thanks-
giving and Christmas for families iden-
tified by the Lone Jack School system.
Non-perishable food and financial do-
nations are requested to supply these
boxes and to provide for our ongoing
needs.

HOUSE OF REFUGE IMPACT
YOUTH CENTER. 10816 Hillcrest Rd,
KC, Mo. For mail: P.O. Box 5458,
Kansas City, Mo. 64131. Tracy Johnson.
816-806-4127.
heavensangel10816@yahoo.com.
www.houseofrefugefamilyworshipcenter.c
om.

This year we need food, clothes and
financial donations for the youth center.
We will be giving out food baskets to
needy families.

JESUS AND KIDS EVANGELISTIC
SADDLE CLUB (JAKES Club). Cathie
Perry, Executive Director or Mike
St.Clair, Operations Director. 39002 E.
Nevins Road Oak Grove, MO 64075.
816.682.9830. www.JAKESClub.org.
info@jakesclub.org Facebook

Since 2000, JAKES Club's faith-based,

free-of-charge programs have touched
children with disabilities and their fami-
lies with the love of Christ through ther-
apeutic horseback riding in the K.C.
metro area. To end the year strong, we
would appreciate financial donations
for veterinarian, feed and hay expenses.

KANSAS CITY RESCUE MISSION.
Julie Larocco, chief development Officer,
at jlarocco@kcrm.org. 1520 Cherry Street,
Kansas City, MO. 64108. 816-421-7643.
www.kcrm.org.

Our greatest needs are winter wear
for men—used and gently used. We also
need Christmas gifts. Check website for
complete list. We are accepting financial
donations and food donations.

THE LIGHT HOUSE. Julie Karanja,
Outreach Coordinator & Counselor. PO
Box 22553, KCMO 64113. 816-361-
2233 x213. juliek.lighthouse@mbch.org
www.lighthousekc.org

Join with the LIGHT House in mak-
ing the seasons bright for young moms
who live at our Maternity Home and
participate in our Outreach program!
Gifts for moms, children and babies are
needed. Additionally diapers, wipes and
various baby items are needed on an

See MINSTRY GUIDE page 22
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Mt MOVIES, BOOKS, MUSIC & MORE!

KANSAS CITY GETS SPOTLIGHT IN FILM ABOUT ‘LOST BOYS’ OF SUDAN

moviereview

by Phil Boatright

After their village is attacked and
slaughtered by terrorists, a Sudanese
refugee and his brothers and sister are al-
lowed to enter the United States. They’ve
come from a small plains village with ab-
solutely no modern conveniences we take
for granted in America. So imagine the
culture shock they must endure as they at-
tempt to adjust to their new home-in
Kansas City.

As a critic, I've had some interesting,
frustrating and even spiritually rewarding
moments while attending movie screen-
ings. One that touched me the most hap-
pened at a recent viewing of The Good Lie
which opened in October. During the
opening scenes, a village in the Sudan is
attacked by terrorists, with defenseless
adults and children being gunned down.
This sequence had an emotional impact
on the gentleman sitting next to me,
which in turn affected me.

Suddenly the man began to sob. This
very tall, fit young black man quickly re-
duced in size, completely shattered by the
depiction on the screen. It wasn’t an Indi-

Unexpected
Discoveries

By Andrea Vinley Jewell

I always loved reading to my chil-
dren. Even when they were tiny board
books, those annoying squeaky-soft
books were a daily part of life. I cher-
ished the time we could cuddle up and
read, and I valued the moments I could

Family

owned
operated"

film411

THE GOOD LIE

STARS: Reese Witherspoon, Corey Stoll,
Sarah Baker

DIRECTOR: Philippe Falardeau
SCREENPLAY: PG-13

ana Jones adventure to him. This was real.

Both the man on the other side of him
and I put a hand on his shoulder to in
some small way offer comfort. He re-
gained his composure and had the guts to
stay there for the entire movie. Later, I was
to discover that he had survived such an
attack. Others he knew hadn’t.

It’s easy to become jaded by the block-
busters that bombard our cineplexes.
Horrors and injustices taking place in our
world too often serve as fodder for
moviemakers who know something
about placing action adventure on cellu-
loid, but fail to relate the evil of man’s in-
humanity to man. And we sit there, eating
our popcorn, as concerned about the
death toll as we demonstrate over the fate
of victimized video game pixels. Though
the word may seem overused as to how we

take a rest from my mock-speed day.
As my children grew, so did their li-
brary. We'd scarf up books at garage
sales and libraries and request them as
gifts.

When my children were in first and
third grade, we decided to read the
"Little House on the Prairie" series to-
gether. I had no idea how important
that would be for our family and our
future.

"Yuck! Play ball with a pig's bladder?
That's disgusting!" my son, Sean, said

deal with injustice, desensitized still fits.

While viewing the film’s opening se-
quence, I suddenly became aware of the
horrors being done to our fellow man all
over the world. It is a bleak time, because
there are several Hitlers now in power,
each determined to end the existence of
other religions, races or nations. I was also
reminded by this film that we’re not on
this planet just to attend T-ball games and
save for retirement’s cottage by the sea.
This is our time to develop our spiritual
walk with Christ, draw closer to our Cre-
ator by trusting in Him, and generate a
caring nature for others...Well, thats
what it had to say to me.

The film’s one weakness is the failing to
explain why the Sudanese were targeted.
The producers assume all moviegoers
know the history of the Sudan. By now, we
all should know not to assume.

Who are the terrorists, Mr. Filmmaker?
Is this a religious cleansing on the part of
the attackers? And has this situation been
contained, or is it still going on? Never as-
sume moviegoers are getting the answers
from the nightly news. Many aren’t watch-
ing the nightly news.

One of the inspiring aspects of The
Good Lie is that Christian organizations
are seen taking the lead in aiding the Su-

as we read Little House on the Prairie.

"T did as a little girl," Nana said hes-
itantly. She was visiting with us and
had joined our reading time.

Seeing the golden moment, I ran to
get my tape recorder. Nana then told
her grandchildren about growing up
on a farm during and after the Great
Depression and about using a pig's
bladder for a ball. The children were
enthralled.

Every night for the next 10 days,
they'd cuddle up with my mom to tape

danese victims. Of course, much of the
Christian involvement depicted on screen
is in code, as if the producers are wary of
showing Christians in too positive a light.

It saddened me that one religious or-
ganization worker (played by Sarah
Baker) was portrayed as a kind of dopy
(make that, dopier) version of “Brides-
maids™ Melissa McCarthy. When offered
tequila, Ms. Baker says “Praise Jesus,” then
her character proceeds to get drunk. It’s
the hard-bidden, non-religious woman
(played by Reese “Do you know my

the stories she told. Those
stories not only bonded |,
my children to their [
grandmother but to his-
tory itself. She con-
nected us to history, to
family and to love. She
brought the war, ra-
tioning, jitterbugging
and  Walton-type
Christmases to life.
She helped us un-

derstand her, the

name?” Witherspoon) who manages to
save the day.

Though The Good Lie (title taken
from a Huckleberry Finn reference) has
some brutal moments that are unsettling,
it is full of humor evenly mixed with
warmth and pathos. And by the end of
this illuminating theatrical experience, we
are also reminded of how blessed we are
to be in America.

The Good Lie is engaging, enlighten-
ing and spiritually rewarding.

world and her faith
better.

After she left, we con-
tinued reading the series.
For the children's school
History/Science Fair, we
built a Little House on the
Prairie dollhouse from the
descriptions in the book.
What a great way to learn
about the pioneer days.

‘What was even more valu-

See BOOK page 20
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Branson still thrills young and old

continued from page 1
perfect months as the weather is still pleas-
ant yet the area turns on the sights and
sounds of Christmas. We’ve been taking
our kids since before they were tall enough
to ride the coasters at Silver Dollar City.
Even today, with one daughter in college
and another heading that way next year, a
mention of a trip to Branson elicits de-
lights and “Can I bring a friend?”

If you are looking for a fun-filled and
easy weekend trip that’s the perfect gift for
your family-Branson should be at the top
of your destinations.

Most people think of a Branson vaca-
tion that includes lots of sunscreen. Did
you know that all of Branson is open most
of December? It’s
true and the vast
majority of the
shows and at-
tractions  have
Christmas
themed enter-
tainment that is
respectful, even
worshipful and
unafraid to keep
the name Christ in Christmas.

Any trip should begin with lodging at
one of the Christian-owned Myer family
hotel properties (supporters of Metro
Voice) and you won’t go wrong with any
of them. We've stayed at each of the local
hotel company’s properties from Comfort
Inn & Suites to Best Western to their
newest addition-Holiday Inn Express.
Each property emphasizes excellent loca-
tions, countless amenities and exceptional
customer service while focusing on great
value in the upper mid-scale area. Holiday
Inn Express has a more “urban” feel with
modern colors and furnishings you would
expect from any Sheraton hotel in a large
urban setting.

After check-in, there’s a ton to do your
first day or evening. For us it is the Dixie
Stampede because you get a show and
dinner all in one! The Stampede is one of
the most visited shows in Branson and
over the years their show has changed so
you'll probably be surprised if you haven’t
enjoyed it for several years. If you like eat-
ing a huge wagon train-esque meal, this is
it. A whole rotisserie chicken, smoked bar-
beque pork loin, creamy vegetable soup,
potato wedges, corn on the cob and
homemade biscuits—all served without
utensils. Plus you get dessert and free refills
of your. Don’t worry-they have plenty of
napkins.

Everyone who experiences Christmas
at Dixie Stampede falls in love with all the

fun and excitement of
the fantastic perform-
ances during their spec-
tacular  extravaganza.
Nothing compares to the
H way Dolly brings the
Christmas season to life.
Our hearts were warmed
the simplicity of the message which
touches your soul. From the romance of
softly falling snow to the breathtaking live
nativity scene, the Dixie Stampede is mag-
ically transformed into a holiday wonder-
land and the spirit of the season appears
before your very eyes. Their live nativity
scene is both dramatic and spectacular.
Visit dixiestampede.com.

Silver Dollar City (SDC) is perhaps
the main reason most families head to
Branson. There are few words to describe
the beauty and Christian hospitality of Sil-
ver Dollar City. An Old Time Christmas is
one of the country’s most acclaimed festi-
vals and runs through Dec. 30. SDC has
been named by USA Today and the A & E
Network as one of the top 10 places in the
nation to have a bright Christmas. Sorry
Kansas City’s Plaza Lights—Silver Dollar
City’s lights have been named as “USA’s
Best Holiday Light Show!”

Silver Dollar City is transformed into
an evening wonderland for with over four
million lights and 1,000 decorated Christ-
mas trees. This year, SDC has invested $1
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million into their light parade and have
added over 33 costumed characters for the
kids Your kids of any age will be amazed
by the dazzling

sound shows beginning at dusk each
evening. The massive tree blazes in syn-
chronization to the musical movements of

Christmas songs

LightParadethat ~ ““There’s so muchtodoin — up w0 100

glides through light changes per

the streets of the Bl‘anS-On and Evgl’y taste of second — while

City eacﬁ music, entertainment or  lights arouncfil thfl
ing, it . o e S

wlorful, musical  Attraction can be satisfied..” 7 O

floats. Additional companied by

festival highlights include; a dramatic
presentation of the Living Nativity; The
parade follows the lighting of the 5-Story
Special Effects Christmas Tree on the
Square, a towering icon with over 250,000
colorful LED lights that is the centerpiece
of the Christmas on Main Street light and

surround-sound. We like to enjoy the pa-
rade and the tree with hot cocoa on the
porch of Hannah’s Ice Cream Factory.
The festival also features an original
musical production of the famous classic
“A Dickens’ Christmas Carol”, with van-

See BRANSON page 21
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Life 88.5, our Kansas City area Christian
radio station, recognizes local, faith-based
prganizations making a difference in our
community as "Difference Makers".
Heartland Habitat for Humanity is honored
to be one of them.

@ ss.5

lifeBB5 . com
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Heartland Habitat for Humanity Main Office
1556 S 18th Street, Suite 120
Kansas City, KS 661102
Phone: (913) 342-3047 or (816) 468-7190
heartlandhabitat.org
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continued from page 18

able than the enjoyment of that series
was that my children learned to value
and love reading, and they developed an
interest in history.

Over the years they read more of the

classics and talked to their grandparents
about them. It was a special bond they
shared.

Reading is a multi-faceted experience
that can bond generations together. It
can also expand a child's world in life-
changing ways.

m sidenote |

Consider these time-tested clas-
Sics.

Below are some classic books you
and your family may enjoy.* Be sure
to review any book before giving it to
your child to read.

M The Wind in the Willows by
Kenneth Grahame

M Winnie-the-Pooh by A. A. Milne

M Alice's Adventures in Wonder-
land by Lewis Carroll

M The Jungle Book by Rudyard
Kipling

M The Secret Garden by Frances
Hodgson Burnett

M Peter Pan by J. M. Barrie

M Mary Poppins by P. L. Travers

Classic Books for Kids

M The Wonderful Wizard of 0z by
Lyman Frank Baum

M Madeline by Ludwig Bemel-
mans

M Charlie and the Chocolate Fac-
tory by Roald Dahl

M The Story of Babar by Jean De
Brunhoff

M The People Could Fly by Vir-
ginia Hamilton

M Pippi Longstocking by Astrid
Lindgren

M Where the Wild Things Are by
Maurice Sendak

M The Chronicles of Narnia by C.
S. Lewis

UNITED

HERTING

Call United for your next seasonal tune up!

Call or go anline to schedule

816.761.5262

wiww . unitedheating.com
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COOLIMNG PLUMEING

Dentistry For the Family

Eugene F. Anderson,

13010 Fuller Ave.
Crandview, MO 64030

816-966-0202

www.efadds.com
500 - 5:00 = Closed Fricdays
Serving the 5. Metro area for 32 vears,

D.D.S.
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GMA Dove award nominees named

D.C.
JEANES

Metro Voice
music critic

Well, if you haven’t already heard, the
45th annual GMA Dove Awards were

announced last month, and there are a
few familiar faces garnering yet another
(or two or three) Dove awards for this
year. Here’s the rundown.

Song of the year: Hillsong UNITED

“Oceans (Where My Feet May Fall)”

Artist of the Year: Hillsong UNITED

New Artist of the Year: Ellie Holcomb

Rock Album of the Year: “Rise” by
Skillet

Pop/Contemporary Album of the
Year: “Overcomer” by
Mandisa

Inspirational Album of
the Year: “Hymns” by
Michael W. Smith

Praise and Worship
Album of the Year: “Ma-
jestic” by Kari Jobe

Rap/Hip Hop Album of
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14th. The sound-
track accompanying
the movie came out
October 27! Featur-
ing  contributing
artists  such  as
Steven Curtis Chap-
man, Casting
Crowns, Tenth Av-
enue North, 1Girl
Nation and Rhett rH“I
Walker Band, to o
name but a few, this
would be a great collection of Christmas
classics, as well as a few new numbers,
to bring to the family festivities.
Speaking of Rhett Walker Band (and
new music, for that matter), their
newest release, Here’s To the Ones was
also recently released and has gotten
some good buzz. Leaning a bit more
country this time, and a bit less hard
rock, this album is still driving and
catchy. Well worth checking out.
Another new, recent re-
lease is for King & Coun-
try’s Run Wild. Live Free.
Love Strong. These broth-
ers have made quite the
name for themselves since
releasing their debut, and
pulling out from under
their sister’s shadow a few
years back. The newest re-
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the Year: “Never Land” by
Andy Mineo.

For more information and a listing of
the contestants, visit Doveawards.com.

And... drum roll, please... as the
holidays are now sliding into view there
are a few recent releases worth checking
out, either for yourself or for someone
special.

Kirk Cameron’s newest theatrical
outtake, Saving Christmas, will be hit-
ting screens nationwide on November

lease is also generating
quite a bit of attention on Amazon.com
and iTunes (over 400 five-star reviews
on iTunes!). For fans of deep medita-
tional lyrics and a splash of 80s Euro-
pop; this would definitely be one to look
for, either for your own stereo or to
wrap.

On the slightly older, quite a bit
cheaper side, I dug up some great bar-
gains in music on some of my favorite
Christian music sites (I'll leave a little to

IO the imagination, so
you can do your own
research). The band,
and the self-titled
album Connersvine
is not very well-
known, and for that
reason it’s a catch for
under $5. Reviews on
different sites have
given this worship
collection high
praise, both for lyrics
and vocals, and musically they sound
within the modern alternative genre.
Another band (I'm not familiar with)
which has gotten some big praise online,
and is dirt cheap — depending where
you look — is Hearts of Saints. Their

NLEFR INAFdT RIRL]

AS

i i s T

[ERA N BN Y |

EFOEIl DEAIErE

freshmen release has also gotten quite a
bit of attention from fans, online, and
it’s an easy find for only a few bucks.

Finally, getting down from my low-
budget high-horse, one more place to
find some great Christian music? Thrift
stores! Salvation Army, Goodwill and
Red Racks all have a ton of CDs for
around two bucks, and they frequently
have some great Christian artists, from
Gospel to metal, rock to pop. Save some
money and find a bargain for Christ-
mas!
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A PIONEER

CHRISTMAS
AT TROUT LODGE
Dec. 5-7

FAMILY EVENTS

AT YMCA TROUT LODGE & CAMP LAKEWOOD

A MAGICAL

NEW YEAR'S
AT TROUT LODGE
Dec.27-Jan. 4

5

WINTER CAMP
AT CAMP LAKEWOOD
Dec. 27-

have to work - Camp Lakewood’s Winter
Camp 2014. They'll spend three fun-filled,
activity-packed days doing archery, riflery,
climbing tower, nature center, campfires
and so much more. Snow or no snow, it will
be an amazing time. Only $195! Or stay at
Trout Lodge while your child is at camp and
reconnect again to ring in the New Year!

S

ErE

30 %

We have

the perfect

solution for
our child

z,ages 7-17)

during winter

break when

you still

Greater Pentecostal Temple
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Paghor Retalianship Class 350 AM

Preese B Worship 10:00 AM

BEA SpRbeg Avenue = Kansas Cily, Kansas 88107 = [813) 371-4887

LIKE US! FACEBOOK.COM/METRO VOICE NEWS

¢ Storytelling
* Candle-Making
¢ Dutch-Oven Cooking

¢ Ornament-Making

e Yarn Dolls & garlands
* Pioneer Home Tour

e Apple Press

¢ Fur Processing

e Games, family pictures

e And more!
\

 Blacksmithing & Branding

* 40+ year-round activities

Ring in the New Year in
family-friendly style
at Trout Lodge. Enjoy

a magician, carnival
games, karaoke, craft-

making, midnight buffet,

dance party, balloon
drop, fireworks and our
year-round activities.

What a great idea! www.camplakewood.org

888-FUN-YMCA
www.ymcaoftheozarks.org

All rates at Trout Lodge include
lodging, buffet-style meals, and
many activities. Kids five and
under stay FREE!

Find us online!
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continued from page 19
ishing ghosts, revolving scenery, pyrotech-
nic special effects and flying spirits all ac-
companied by a live band. This version of
the Dickens classic has become a tradition
for our household and we rank it with the
finest productions in Kansas City or St.
Louis. In recent years, SDC has added a
theatrical production of the movie “It’s a
Wonderful Life which was voted the num-
ber one “Inspirational Film of All Time”
by the American Film Institute. This stage
production features unique special effects
and a talented cast of 14 singer/actors.

Don'’t forget the great rides and attrac-
tions—Fire-In-The-Hole (a Widaman fa-
vorite), Frisco Sing-Along Steam Train,
Grandfather’s Mansion, Marvel Cave and
some great coasters: Thunderation, Pow-
derKeg (you'll have to blindfold mom)
and WildFire. Even in temperatures down
to 42 degrees, guests can soar into the
night on the park’s coasters and rides, in-
cluding the ground-breaking top-rated
wood coaster Outlaw Run. Fine crafts-
manship is also showcased, as
the parl’s 100 demonstrating - %
craftsmen create one-of-a-

kind handmade holiday ‘}' ‘.-' )

items, from blown glass orna-
ments and angels to pottery
dessert platters. One of my favorite
stops is the Ironsmith’s Shop. For infor-
mation visit silverdollarcity.com.

After enjoying a day at Silver Dollar
City there’s time to enjoy great family

LA™

shows. Our recommendation begins with
The Haygoods—a family of amazing
singers and musicians who are known for
their ability to entertain numerous gener-
ations—including teens! That’s why The
Haygoods are now the number one show
in Branson—and for good reason! USA
Today calls them “tremendously talented
musicians” and the Springfield News
Leader describes the show as “pure musi-
cal talent meets cutting edge perform-
ance”

The family of five brothers and one
sister features over 20 different instru-
ments with tight vocal harmonies, high
energy choreography and a passion for
making sure every one in the audience is
entertained. For info visit www.thehay-
goods.com.

After the Haygoods you'll need a good
night’s sleep and then it’s on to Sunday.

Silver Dollar City’s production”
of “AChristmas Carol” ;

Reserve Sunday morning for a
leisurely breakfast and church. We like to
have family church time in the room and
then head to the pool where the kids can
swim and we can enjoy a cup of coffee or
take in the Jacuzzi.

Don’t stay in the
pool too long. There’s
lots to do on Sunday

afternoons before

head
home. If cruis-

ing the lake is your thing, you'll want to
experience another attraction—Showboat
Branson Belle’s great Christmas excursion.
The ship departs at noon, 4 and 8 each
day.

Decorated with lights and garland for
the holidays, the 700-seat Showboat Bran-
son Belle is the largest inland passenger
ship in the nation. Guests can stroll the
four decks of Branson’s grandest lake at-
traction for unique views of the lake and
hillsides in lights and then take a seat in
the dining theater for the show.

After your cruise there’s still time to
spend at one of the outlet malls to catch
up on your shopping.

Construction work continues as
women move forward in life with
renovaticps_and additions.
=4 Experience a time

i+ of revelation and
y reflection while

reading this book
. Life is truly a
construction
site.

metrovoicenews.com M facebook.com/metrovoicenews

And while everyone knows that Bran-
son is filled with endless buffets, if your
tastes run with a little more sophistication,
you'll have to try out Branson’s first Indian
restaurant-India Clay Oven located at
2005 W 76 Country Blvd. The restaurant
says they proudly follow the tradition of
fine Indian food. This distinguishing and
enriching cuisine from India has been rec-
ognized for its infusion of coconuts with
intoxicating flavors that have brought
a little of the far east to the deep

south. Served in a warm and
inviting setting, their entrees
range from under $14 to $18 and
they have a weekend lunch buffet.
Call ahead to reserve a table at
417-973-0044, because they are
one of the hottest new places in

: " the Ozarks. Want to try several

things? Have them serve your party
“family style” with everyone picking
something off the menu that appeals to
them then pass them around the table. Jit,
the owner, works to make it the most en-
joyable dining experience you'll find in

SECULARIZATION

continued from page 3
contributed to the problem, Duncan
said, because Christians thought they
simply needed to “batten down the
hatches”” Instead, they failed to engage
the culture. They have lost the difference
between the gospel — God reconciling
the world through Jesus — and mission
or service.

The church has lost its accountability,
and it has told outsiders to come in,
even though God has commanded be-
lievers to go and share the gospel. “Peo-
ple don’t come to church to find God.
They come to the church after they find
him,” Duncan said.

The church has confused political
power with spiritual authenticity, it has
chased influence at the expense of au-
thority, and it holds private discussions
in public.

Duncan believes the U.S. church can
learn seven lessons from U.K. brothers
and sisters. The church must seek God
instead of trying to organize its way.
“We're not a business, but a family;” he
said.
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The church must not let culture
shape its understanding of Scripture
and must engage the culture distinc-
tively. It must recognize the age of de-
nominationalism is dying and must
refuse to compromise on the important
issues. It also must learn to take risks.

Today’s church must not compro-
mise on the gospel. Instead, it must
guard the gospel and pass it to the next
generation. “We must be a gospel people
who plant gospel churches,” he said.

Joshua Hedger, director of the Center
for Church Planting at Midwestern
Baptist Theological Seminary, spoke on
reaching younger generations through
cultural engagement, relevancy and au-
thenticity.

He emphasized that while congrega-
tions must be different in each locality,
foundations for church planting apply
to all.

The American church is substituting
social justice for the gospel, Hedger said.
Instead, believers must learn a new lan-
guage and a new missiology to reach
younger generations.

—Vicki Brown is associate editor of
Worde»Way
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Branson. You'll cherish the conversation
and laughter this family meal elicits. Visit
indiaclayovenbranson.com.

There’s so much to do in Branson and
every taste of music, entertainment or at-
traction can be satisfied.

We guarantee that the money spent in
Branson will be some of the best-spent va-
cation budget during the year. You'll create
Christmas memories that your family will
treasure for years but we guarantee this
will not be your last trip to Branson dur-
ing the holidays.
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Conception Abbey

The, Benedictine  Monks. of
Conception Abbey welcome over
L0000 guests each vear. Whether
you come tor a personal retreat,
directed retreat, workshop, or just
tir gt away we hope that after one
visit, yvou'll never bea stranger to

Conception Abbey.

2015 CALENDARS
ARE HERE!

Bible Covers and more
20% off any item with ad.

BEACON BIBLE
& BOOK STORE

517 Main Street ¢ Belton, MO ¢ 816-331-8974

one item with coupon

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9 to 6 * Sat. 9-5 » See our Facebook Page!

The Abbey Guest Center
Conception Abbey
PO, Box 501
37174 State Hwy V V
Conception, MO 64433
(660) 944-2809
guests@conception.edu
www.conceptionabbey.org
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continued from page 12

I had pleaded with God. I had believed, but
in spite of all my prayers, her out of control free
fall continued.

“Happy?” I questioned. “Never.”

In Matthew 5, Christ’s Sermon on the
Mount, Jesus defined blessed as makarios,
sometimes translated as happy.

While nurses poked and doctors assessed, I
cried against my son’s chest. God’s definitions
and mine didn’t add up to the same thing.

Jesus described the poor in spirit, those that
mourn, those hungry and thirsty for righteous-
ness, the persecuted and the insulted as makar-
ios. Happy. Blessed.

Was Paul blessed when he penned the words
from prison, “... always giving thanks for all
things in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to
God...?” (Eph. 5:20 NASB) Was he happy?

Is happiness a criterion for praise? In the
marbled corridor full of hospital smells, beeps
and whistles, I felt sure happiness would never
again be part of my life, and I wondered, “Can I
live without ever being happy again?”

Job worshipped in response to unthinkable

loss, when all he possessed was stripped away
and his ten children died. Scripture says, “He fell
to the ground in worship, and said: ‘Naked I
came from my mother’s womb, and naked I will
depart. The Lord gave and the Lord has taken
away; may the name of the Lord be praised.”
(Job 1:20-21, NIV).

“Worship acknowledges the
truths of God despite unhappy
circumstances. Worship exalts

Him to His rightful place.

When everything is stripped

away, God has to he enough.”

Surely the emotion of happiness was as far
from Job’s heart at that point as it was in mine.
Swirling thoughts in the winds of brokenness
gathered around dawning truth.

There is never a circumstance in which we
cannot worship.

“Even if God never answers another prayer
of mine in the way I ask Him to,” I realized,

metrovoicenews.com B facebook.com/metrovoicenews

“praise remains the same when He is the object,
because He remains the same.”

Worship acknowledges the truths of God de-
spite unhappy circumstances. Worship exalts
Him to His rightful place. When everything is
stripped away, God has to be enough.

Makarios isn’t about me. It is about the in-
comparable treasure of knowing Him, the God
of the Universe, the Christ of my redemption.

I pulled myself away from the wall, stepped
into the big steel elevator, and rode it to the first
floor. T walked past the lady at the reception
desk. Heavy glass doors separated inside from
outside. I pushed open the double doors, and
gasped.

Sunshine dazzled. Vibrant hues of brilliant
greens, reds and yellows took my breath away.
As though the Creator splashed hope into my
sorrow and surrounded me with His Presence,
a dark sepulcher within opened to glorious
beauty, and involuntarily my lips moved.

“Thank you God,” I breathed. My heart
bowed in reverent worship.

Makarios. Blessed by God.

Sylvia Schroeder is a writer living in the Kansas
City area.

classified

Place your classifed ad with the Metro Voice! Call today: 816.524.4522

Start Working
Today!

Focus is currently seeking to
interview for the following:
General Labor — Up to $8.50/hr
Warehouse — Up to $12.00/hr
Production — Up to $9.00/hr
Machine Operator—Up to
$10.75/hr

MUSIC WORSHIP LEADER. 5 hours
($70) week. Wyandotte County Church.
More information:
larry.s.keller@gmail.com

WORSHIP/SONG LEADER needed 1st
Sun of the month for approx 15 min to
lead in old tyme hymns @John Knox Care
facility. Please call David @ 816-510-3416
or Kim @ 816-358-0020.

CHRISTIAN COUNSELING SERVICES.
7029 W. 74th St., O.P., KS. For families,
couples and individuals. For appoint-
ment call Dorie 913-660-3191.
http://scofielddorie.wix.com/counseling.

FOR SALE Beautiful 4-Bedroom Home
FSBO - $224.900 / 816-830-3782. 509
Fairway Road, Belton, MO, 4 br, 3.5
baths, Family Room with custom enter-

tainment center, kitchenette. www.for-
salebyowner.com

AVAILABLE FOR CHURCH CHILDCARE
FOR SPECIAL EVENTS OR BIBLE
STUDY. GENERAL CLEAING. References
available. Stay at home Mom. 816-322-
3345 or 816-769-8593.

To place a classified in the paper, call
816-524-4522.

PAUL BAILEY

Les's Summil, MO 84086

Alwh
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continued from page 17

ongoing basis, to support young moms who are choosing life for
their babies!

LOAVES & FISHES FOOD PANTRY. Elaine Munyan. 9777
Antioch Road, Overland Park, KS 66212. 913-888-4750.
www.westbrookechurch.org office@westbrookechurch.org Serving 35
to 50 people each week.

Wish list: Holiday meal items: frozen turkeys, stuffing, potatoes,
cranberry sauce, etc, as well as food staples, soap, tp, etc.

METRO LUTHERAN MINISTRY. 3031 Holmes Street, Kansas
City, MO 64109. www.mlmkc.org 816-931-0027

Wish List: Financial support for our ministry and programs;
Volunteers for the Christmas Store and our many other ministries;
Non-perishable sack lunches for hungry students enrolled in our
Learning to Earning Program; Small appliances for Christmas
store gifts (ie., crock pots, electric skillets, toasters, etc.); king/queen
size blankets for Christmas store gifts; Food donations (for the
pantry);

MOTHER'S REFUGE. Robert Zornes, 14400 E. 42nd St., Suite
220, Independence, MO 64055. (816) 353-8070. Robert@mother-
srefuge.org. www.mothersrefuge.org.

Mothers Refuge provides a loving home for homeless, pregnant
and parenting teenagers. We are moving back to our rebuilt home
after suffering a devastating fire two years ago. Items we need that
will bless us and help us get moved back are, gift cards from gro-
cery stores, Wal-Mart, Sam's, Home Depot, Lowes, Quik-Trip and
fast-food restaurants. Please call for complete Wish List with
Christmas & personal items for our young moms and babies.

THE SALVATION ARMY Amanda Waters, Director of Com-
munity Relations. 3637 Broadway, Kansas City, MO 64111. 816-
968-0373 www.salarmymokan.org

For nearly 125 years, The Salvation Army’s Red Kettles have rep-
resented the love, hope and compassion of the Christmas season.
Your donations help change lives in our community! For more in-
formation about The Salvation Army, to volunteer or to donate
online, go to www.salarmymokan.orgor call 1-800-SAL-ARMY.

THE SHEPHERD'S WAY MINISTRIES, INC. Shirley Mc-
Neall/executive director/ founder, PO Box 1833, Lee's Summit, MO
64063. 816-525-2932. theshepherdsway@att.net. www.theshep-
herdswayministries.org

Sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ with incarcerated and raising
money for future women's home. Needs: financial donations,
property with home and 3 or more bedrooms in rural area; volun-
teers, grant writers; volunteers interested in working with women
who have been incarcerated.

THANKSGIVING MEAL BOXES AND CHRISTMAS EX-
TRAVAGANTZA. Peggy Gary Pantry Director. Life Christian Center,
1650 E. Langsford Rd., Lee's Summit, Mo. 64063. 815-525-2568.
www.lifechistian-kc.org

LCC is seeking donations of turkeys for Thanksgiving meal
boxes for the needy in our area. We are also accepting financial
donations for the purchase of new toys, clothing and gifts for par-
ents, for our Christmas Store that will be set up in our church to
help those families in need. For more information contact Peggy
Gary at Godchasers131@aol.com or at 816-738-1833.

sentative of the denomination’s
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RACE

continued from page 2

said his denomination started
engaging the issue 20 years ago,
when the former IPHC general
superintendent worked to unite
two Pentecostal denominational
fellowships, which were divided
by race, to create the Pentecostal
and Charismatic Churches of
North America, a fellowship that
continues today.

When the IPHC gathered in
Fayetteville, N.C., in 1996, de-
nominational leaders repented
of seven specific sins, including
the sin of racism. The denomi-
nation also made changes in
their leadership and departmen-
tal structure to be more repre-

diversity.

“Racial reconciliation re-
mains a major focus of our
movement,” Beacham said.

“We continue to host and en-
courage regular dialogue within
and outside the denomination
between white and African
American pastors and churches.
Needless to say we still have a
long way to go, but I am thankful
we are engaged in the process.”

Anderson said, “Sermons,
seminars and courses in
churches on racial reconciliation
are not just a response to current
events. They represent a deep ex-
pression of Christian faith — one
that was an issue in biblical times
as much as today.”
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HOMELESS
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But while the headlines in the news
and the reality on the ground seem in-
congruous to most sharp observers,
there’s no getting by one fact: food
pantries, soup kitchens and other serv-
ices our community’s poor residents
continue to stretch the resources of local
organizations. The problem seems most
critical as Thanksgiving and Christmas
approach and Kansas City prepares for
another record-breaking winter.

This year Metro Voice readers can
again do their part by answering the call
to assist with food and warm clothing
donations, finances or just a few volun-
teer hours.

Here are several of the major organi-
zations that serve Kansas City’s poor
and homeless but there are countless
others. Check with your church or area
lay clergy organization to see if there is
one that serves your community. Plus,
don’t forget the smaller rural commu-
nities that surround Kansas City in Mis-
souri and Kansas. These communities
often don’t have the resources or popu-
lation to keep their pantries well
stocked.

If you know of an organization that
isn’t listed here, let Metro Voice know so
we can help share their needs in our De-
cember issue. Also included in this issue
is a Ministry Needs Guide listing organ-
izations that serve a wide variety of at-
risk populations in the area. Our guide
serves as a Christmas “wish list” for these
organizations who have shared with us
what they need this Christmas to serve
the community.

METRO LUTHERAN MINISTRIES

Every year Metro Lutheran Ministry
(MLM) provides critical help to the
poorest of the poor in greater Kansas
City. They distribute millions of pounds
of food, hot breakfast each Saturday at
two locations and assist with emplpoy-
ment and GED assistance. Volunteers
with MLM are crucial in making
Christmas possible for thousands of
area families. Working throughout the
year, money is raised through special
events to purchase gifts through corpo-
rate and individual donations.

Through the Christmas Store, indi-
viduals give gifts to approximately 1,000
disadvantaged families brightening the
season of almost 4,000 people. The ef-
fort to give gifts, Bibles, blankets and
meals is among the largest gift giving
programs in the Kansas City area.

Each family is pre-screened to meet

low-income guidelines and is not re-
ceiving help from any other Christmas
store. One hundred of these families are
homebound and volunteers deliver
their gifts to their homes. The other 900
families are served at Immanuel
Lutheran Church on Westport Road.

A packing party is planned for Satur-
day, November 15 from 9 am to 11 am
at Metro Lutheran Ministry, 3031
Holmes, Kansas City MO). Help MLM
pack Thanksgiving and Christmas bas-
kets for needy families! The Christmas
Store will be open Dec. 6 through Dec.
13 at Immanuel Lutheran Church, 1700
Westport Road, Kansas City, Mo.

For information call 816-931-0027 or
info@mlmkc.org.

CITY UNION MISSION

Last year was a busy year for City
Union Mission (CUM). The organiza-
tion works hand-in-hand with individ-
uals, churches, schools and businesses to

make the holiday season from Thanks-
giving to New Year’s a little brighter for
low-income or homeless families and
men, nursing home residents, and Jack-
son County Jail inmates. The Mission
distributes over 37,000 new items and
about 200 food baskets during the
Christmas season.

CUM does everything they can to
share the message of hope God deliv-
ered through Christ’s birth with the
men and women in their care and
struggling families and individuals in
our community. The thousands of gifts
the community gives at Christmas are
an important part of this process, which
gives their staff, volunteers and faithful
donors many opportunities to show
homeless and hurting people of all ages
they’re worthy of love, acceptance and
respect.

Gifts a family receives: Each house-
hold receives one household Gift. Adults
receive two gifts. Teenagers receive two,
children receive three gifts and everyone
gets three stocking stuffers each.

The Mission needs your financial
help, gifts or time. The Mission asks that
all gifts be new and unwrapped to allow
staff to assign gifts to families that are
age and need appropriate. You can ei-
ther buy the gift yourself or make your
donation indicating what you are do-
nating towards in the memo/comments
field. Deliver gifts to 1700 E. 8th Street
between 8 am and 3:30 pm, Monday -
Friday. After 3:30 and on weekends gifts
need to be taken to 1310 Wabash.

Deliver food to City Union Mission's
Food Warehouse at 1020 E. 10th Street
(10th & Troost), Kansas City, Mo. For
food delivery info call 816-329-1490.
Hours are 8 to 4pm, Monday-Friday.

For more information visit
cityunionmission.org or call 816-474-
9380.

CARE OF POOR PEOPLE
In the past, Care of Poor People
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(COPP) held a “Survival” event. It’s was-
n’t a cute name to catch your attention
but an event that people counted on to,
well, survive. Care of Poor People
(COPP) is changing how it helps the
homeless this year and instead of hold-
ing one winter event, the organization
will continue to collect items for distri-
bution to the homeless all winter long.
This year, Grand Avenue Temple
Church will serve as a distribution
point.

COPP is a non-profit organization
dedicated to helping those that are
struggling in our community as well as
teaching other communities how to do
the same. Started by formerly homeless
Richard Tripp, the organization now
uses volunteers to provide people with
the basic necessities to live.

“The costs of living for food, gas, util-
ities, and housing are going up while
wages and hours are being cut,” says
Tripp. “Families are breaking under the
increasing pressures resulting in single
parents trying to raise responsible chil-
dren while also having to be away from
home so many hours working to try to
meet their physical needs in a bad econ-
omy. The elderly are fearful of how to
live with incomes that don’t increase
when all of their expenses do.”

Tripp says that these ingredients are
combining together to create a growing
population of homeless individuals and
families forced to live in cars, tents, and
in underground tunnels in an attempt
to just survive.

But while Tripp and his cadre of vol-
unteers can’t make a difference in na-
tional policy, they can make a difference
in the lives of every day individuals who
are struggling to survive.

COPP is calling Metro Voice readers
and the community at large to encour-
age their friends, family, and neighbors,
religious and social groups to get in-
volved.

They are also accepting donations of
winter survival gear including new and
used winter clothing, blankets and shoes
for men, women and children, Personal
care items including shampoo, soap, ra-
zors, toothpaste, toothbrushes, and di-
apers for babies.

Tripp’s desperate plea is to take ac-
tion. “Please don’t look away and deter-
mine ‘it’s someone else’s problem,” he
says. “Winter is approaching quickly
and someone’s life may depend on your
help”

To get involved, visit
www.coppinc.com or call Richard di-
rectly at 816-721-3291. You can also find
them on Facebook.
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SALVATION ARMY

The Salvation Army’s 2014 Red Kettle
Campaign in Kansas City kicks off Fri-
day, Nov. 7, and continues through
Christmas Eve every day except Thanks-
giving Day and Sundays. This year, vol-
unteers will be ringing bells at more
than 250 locations in the metropolitan
area.

This year there are opportunities for
to be hired as a bell ringer and you may
choose the day, time and location most
convenient to your schedule though a
minimum two-hour shift is required.
For information, g0 to
www.ringkc.com.

“Many of our paid bell ringers are
people trying to make ends meet in a
tough economy, but they also want to
do something that makes them feel like
they are making a difference,” said
Major Evie Diaz, divisional commander
of The Salvation Army in Kansas City.
“Their work will help us provide food,
clothing and shelter to people in need in
their own community throughout the
year and during the Christmas season.”

The money collected during the Red
Kettle Campaign supports a number of
Salvation Army programs in the area in-
cluding emergency rent and utility as-

sistance, homeless services, youth and
senior programs, substance abuse serv-
ices and disaster response.

“Every cent dropped into a Red Ket-
tle allows us to meet the on-going and
ever-increasing demand for the services
we provide," states Major Charles
Smith, divisional commander of The
Salvation Army in Kansas City.

Locations to serve include:

6111 East 129th St., Grandview, MO
—816-966-8300

14700 East Truman Rd., Independ-
ence, MO — 816-252-3200

6723 State Avenue, Kansas City, KS —
913-232-5400

420 East Santa Fe, Olathe, KS —913-
782-3640

3013 East 9th St., Kansas City, MO —
816-483-8484

6618 East Truman Rd., Kansas City,
MO - 816-241-6485

5306 N. Oak Trafficway, Kansas City,
MO - 816-452-5663

500 West 39th St., Kansas City, MO —
816-753-6040

The Salvation Army is also seeking
volunteer bell ringers! Sign up at
www.ringke.com to get your choice of
dates and times. There is a two-hour
minimum for each bell ringing shift.

Anyone wishing to donate to The Sal-
vation Army by credit card may call 1-
800-SAL-ARMY or g0 to
www.salarmymokan.org. Checks may

be mailed to The Salvation Army, P.O.
Box 412577, Kansas City, MO 64141.
The Salvation Army has also

launched its Online Red Kettle Cam-
paign, which allows individuals, groups
and businesses to host a “virtual red ket-
tle” on the internet and invite their fam-
ily, friends and colleagues to donate.To
sign up, go to www.onlineredkettle.org.

Kansas City Rescue Mission (KCRM)
wants to make it easy for you to reach
out to our neighbors in need. In No-
vember, KCRM and partnering
churches will continue the tradition of
providing feasts for the homeless
through their onsite nine-day Celebra-
tion of Thanks.

KCRM is also starting a new tradition
called Give and Take. Individuals may
choose to donate to one or both of two
community outreaches and Mission
volunteers will take the food you pro-
vide right to the door of someone who
needs it most.

Volunteers will deliver over 500 hot,
single-serving, turkey dinners to
poverty-stricken families, elderly and
injured on Thanksgiving Day. Three dif-
ferent volunteer units will help cook the
meals, assemble and deliver them
throughout Kansas City to families who
need a reason to give thanks. Don’t have
time to volunteer? Donate food or cash
to purchase food from the list below.

Another component of the outreach
will provide multi-meal food baskets to
families in need all over the city. In all,
the Mission anticipates feeding 2,400
needy people this Thanksgiving, despite
the challenge of working around con-
struction.

“This is just too important not to
continue,” said Executive Director Joe
Colaizzi. “Folks are counting on us. It
will be exceptionally challenging this
year, but with the help of our generous
donors and volunteers I know we can
pull it off!”

Here’s a list of items you can con-
tribute: turkeys, hams, Stove Top-type
stuffing mix, boxed instant potatoes,
packaged gravy mix, canned corn,
canned green beans, canned fruit,
canned cranberry sauce, canned yams
or sweet potatoes, brown sugar, 1-Ib.
butter in tubs or sticks, cake mixes,
canned frosting, Bisquick, brown and
serve rolls, pumpkin and fruit pies, pre-
baked, and Jello.

For more info or to volunteer contact
thanksgiving@kcrm.org or call 816-
421-7643.

Metro Voice hopes that, by working
together, our readers along with these
fine organizations can continue to make
a difference in the lives of Kansas City’s
most needy individuals. And because
these are Christian organizations,
they’re not changing physical lives only,
but changing lives for eternity.
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