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Finding shelter
Shelter for girls victimized of 

sex trafficking closer to opening

(WNS)--For millennials who grew up
attending church, having a strong Chris-
tian faith and practice today is linked to
the quality of their relationship with
their parents.

That’s a conclusion from a new online

survey of young adults between the
ages of 18 and 38 who attended church
as children or teenagers. The survey
also found that frequent church atten-
dance and homeschooling were linked
to stronger Christian beliefs and behav-
iors as adults, including believing Jesus
is divine and avoiding co-habitation.

Young adults who said their fathers
explained “biblical principles” to them
on a daily or weekly basis growing up
were significantly more likely to say
they lived by typical Christian behavior
as adults by praying, volunteering, read-
ing the Bible, and attending church fre-

by Daniel James Devine

See MILLENIAL page 23

MillennialsMillennialsMillennials
CHURchCHURchCHURchAND

Study confirms the importance of parents in fostering childrens’ adult faith

While sex trafficking continues to
increase as a social ill plaguing the
United States, the sad fact remains that
few facilities exist to restore those
women and girls who have fled the
clutches of their oppressors.

The need for shelters is increasing in
part because awareness of the problem
is growing. There has been a great
push for training among law enforce-
ment personnel as well as volunteers
in the faith community, but many of
the exploited still don't have a haven to

by John W. Kennedy

See SHELTER page 23

Prom dress
giveaway

Two Kansas City-area churches will
be offering free prom dresses this
month. Woods Chapel United
Methodist Church in Lee's Summit is
offering free prom dresses for the
11th-consecutive year, with over 3,000
gowns in its collection. Central United
Methodist Church at 5144 Oak Street
in Kansas City will also be giving away
free prom dresses at its annual Blessed
Dress event on March 27 and 28.

Rachel Upp, communications direc-
tor for Woods Chapel, says the goal of
the boutique, which will be held 

Churches to hand out
more than 4,500
gowns this year

Racks of dresses for the annual free
prom boutique at Woods Chapel
United Methodist Church, located in
Lee's Summit.

by MICHAEL GRYBOSKI 

See DRESSES page 21

Shayla and Brandon Cox, rescue
director for FREE International.



Gwen and John Haspels, second-
generation Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A.) mission co-workers who spent
more than 40 years planting churches
and doing community development
work in remote areas of Africa, have
safely returned home to Halstead, Kan.,
to continue medical treatment and re-
cuperation. They were injured Oct. 1,
2014, when their car was attacked by
armed bandits on a rural road in
Ethiopia.
After the attack, John drove Gwen

four hours to the nearest hospital in
Aman, Ethiopia. They were then trans-
ferred to a top trauma center in South
Africa, where they stayed for several
weeks. There they were joined by their
children and visited by several Presby-
terian World Mission colleagues, who
helped arrange their medical and spir-
itual care.
John, who was hit in the chest by

bullet fragments and suffered deep
graze wounds near his eye, has lost

Injured mission co-workers have safely returned home to Kansas
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sight in one eye. Gwen, who took bul-
lets to her face, was in critical condition
when they arrived at the hospital. She
has undergone several surgeries to re-
pair the damage to her face, tongue and
jaw and will require additional surger-
ies. But she remains positive about her

recovery.
The couple stopped in Ethiopia to

say goodbye to friends and colleagues
on the way back to the United States.
Michael Weller, Presbyterian World
Mission’s regional liaison for the Horn
of Africa, says the couple is greatly
loved by the people of Ethiopia. He says
more than 200 people quickly gathered
at the rural hospital in Aman to show
their support and nearly 1,000 were
present when they left the airport in

Gwen and John Haspels —World Mission photo

Addis Ababa for Johannesburg.
The Haspels and their family ask for

prayers and forgiveness for the people
who injured them. “We told them that
Jesus taught us that we should love our
enemies, and that we should forgive
them for what they did,” John wrote in
a November mission letter. “That is
what we did. The cycle of killing and
revenge needs to be broken among the
Suri. It can only be done by the heart-
changing power of the gospel of Jesus

Christ—by forgiving and being for-
given.”
Hunter Farrell, director of World

Mission, who visited the Haspels in
South Africa, says the incident was a
random act of violence. The Haspels
were not targeted. He says all World
Mission co-workers receive extensive
safety training and are linked to church
partners worldwide, who carefully
watch over them. “Our mission
coworkers are aware that safety can
never be guaranteed,” he says, “but they
are ready and willing to serve God’s
mission.”
In a recent letter, Gwen Haspels

wrote: “Please pray about the contin-
ued healing and for us to have peace of
mind. We know God is in control, and
we can trust him to undertake for us.
We just don’t know how that will look.
Pray for us to be thankful in all things
and for all who have stretched out their
hands to help us.”
The Haspels will retire from service

June 30, 2015. World Mission encour-
ages those wanting to continue work
begun by Gwen and John Haspels to
support Steve and Brenda Stelle, also
mission co-workers in Ethiopia. Finan-
cial gifts can be made online, or at 800-
728-7228 x5611.

“The cycle of
killing and revenge

needs to be 
broken among the
Suri. It can only be
done by the heart-
changing power of
the gospel of

Jesus Christ – by
forgiving and
being forgiven.”

John Haspels

by KATHY MELVIN
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JEFFERSON CITY – A group
based in Columbia, Mo., called Show-
Me Cannabis, recently received Mis-
souri Secretary of State Jason
Kander’s approval to circulate peti-
tions seeking a statewide vote in 2016
to legalize the sale and use of mari-
juana.
The petition proposes an amend-

ment to Missouri’s Constitution,
which would take effect on Jan. 1,
2017. If approved by voters, the
amendment would prohibit state
laws banning the possession or use of
marijuana, the purchase or sale of
marijuana, or the production and
distribution of marijuana by anyone
21 years of age or older.
The amendment would also ban

any state law that provides for the
seizure of property used in connec-
tion with the production, distribu-
tion, sale, or possession of marijuana.
To place this amendment on the

ballot for 2016, pro-marijuana

groups would have to gain signatures
from registered voters equal to 8 per-
cent of votes cast from six of the
state’s eight congressional districts
during the 2012 gubernatorial race.
They must submit the signatures by

May 8, 2015.
Additionally, another pro-mari-

juana group is submitting another
petition that would remove any age
restriction for the use of marijuana.
Moreover, it would protect drivers

from being charged with driving
under the influence if tested positive
for marijuana use.
Alongside these petition efforts,

Representative Brandon Ellington of
Kansas City has proposed a bill that
would amend the state constitution
by decriminalizing marijuana. The
bill’s proposal is similar to the Show-
Me Cannabis initiative. Also, Repre-
sentative Keith English of Florissant

has filed a bill that would legalize
medical marijuana.
Meanwhile, Colorado Gov. John

Hickenlooper recently admitted his
regret following the decision by Col-
orado voters to legalize marijuana.
“If I could’ve waved a wand the day

after the election, I would’ve reversed
the decision,” Hickenlooper said.
“This was a bad idea.” 

–Missouri Pathway

In a historic move not seen since the
Supreme Court ruling on Roe v. Wade,
senior Roman Catholics and evangeli-
cals in the United States have joined
forces to warn of a grave "threat" to so-
ciety––in this case the threat they see in
same-sex marriage.
In a statement to be published in the

March edition of First Things, they de-
scribe the legalisation of same-sex mar-
riage as "a graver threat" to society than
divorce or cohabitation.
"We must say, as clearly as possible,

that same-sex unions, even when sanc-
tioned by the state, are not marriages,"
the statement, titled "The Two Shall Be-
come One Flesh: Reclaiming Mar-
riage," says. 
"Christians who wish to remain

faithful to the Scriptures and Christian
tradition cannot embrace this falsifica- tion of reality, irrespective of its status

in law."
Influential Christians such as Rick

Warren, pastor of Saddleback Church,
Daniel Akin, president of Southeastern
Baptist seminary; and Timothy
George, Dean of Beeson divinity
school, are among the 30 senior Chris-
tian leaders who have endorsed the
statement, according to Baptist Press.
The statement is the work of a con-

sortium of Catholics and Protestants
formed under the banner Evangelicals
and Catholics Together, set up by the
Institute on Religion and Public Life.
The Catholics include George Weigel,
senior fellow at the Ethics and Public
Policy Center.
Timothy George said the statement,

headed: "The Two Shall Become One
Flesh", represents three years' work by
the group.
He told Baptist Press that Catholics

and evangelicals "continue to disagree
on lots and lots of issues. And the peo-
ple who drafted this statement are well
aware of those differences. We have not
smudged them or pushed them under
the rug."
The members of the consortium

"felt the complementarities of man and
woman in marriage under God" was
an issue on which evangelicals and
Catholics could present a united wit-
ness. 

"We felt we had to speak out on this
issue," he said.
The statement sets out Bible teach-

ing and concludes: "Marriage is a
unique and privileged sign of the
union of Christ with his people and of
God with his Creation - and it can only
serve as that sign when a man and a
woman are solemnly joined together in
a permanent union."
It says marriage is in crisis through-

out the Western world.
"The revolution in our marriage and

family law, already well advanced,
marches under the banners of freedom
and equality. 
But these noble ideals are here

gravely misapplied. When society sys-
tematically denies the difference be-
tween male and female in law and
custom, our fundamental dignity is di-
minished, the image of God within us
is obscured, unreality becomes legally
established, and those who refuse to
conform are regarded as irrational big-
ots," the statement says.
It says gay marriage "threatens the

common good" and "distorts the
Gospel".
"Keeping in mind the obligation to

speak the truth in love, we must find
ways to distinguish true marriage from
its distortion, and we must do so with-
out abandoning the public square," the
statement says. 
"We owe our fellow citizens a socially

engaged witness to the truth about
marriage, which, with the family, is the
unalterable foundation of a healthy,
humane society."

Evangelicals and Catholics join forces to warn of 'grave threat' to marriage

billsummary
HJR 15 -- ADULT USE OF MARIJUANA
SPONSOR: ELLINGTON

Upon voter approval, this constitutional amendment legalizes marijuana use for persons
21 years of age or older and regulates it in a manner similar to alcohol by requiring proof
of age before purchase; prohibiting the sale, distribution, or transfer to minors; prohibiting
driving under the influence of marijuana; requiring that legitimate taxpayers conduct sales
of marijuana and not criminals; and specifying that marijuana sold in Missouri must be la-
beled and subject to additional regulations to ensure customers are informed and protected. 

– http://www.house.mo.gov/billtracking/bills151/sumpdf/HJR0015I.pdf

Rick Warren, pastor of Saddleback Church, greets Pope Francis.

“When society 
systematically 
denies the 

difference between
male and female in
law and custom, our

fundamental 
dignity is 

diminished, the
image of God within
us is obscured.” 

Petitions, legislators work to legalize pot with a vote in Missouri

Colorado is reaping what it sowed–marijuana for sale on every corner.
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Graham speaks out on transgender restroom idea
CHARLOTTE, N.C. – If a city ordi-

nance is passed at the March 2 Char-
lotte City Council meeting, any
biological male will be permitted to use

a women’s public rest-
room as the new pol-
icy would rank “sexual
orientation” and “gen-
der identity” higher
than biological sex.
Restrooms in both

public and private
business in Charlotte, would be re-
quired to adhere to the proposed trans-
gender ordinance, which applies to
restaurants, stores, bars, gas stations,
parks, zoos, libraries, bowling alleys,
theaters and many other public places.
And community activists across the
nation, including Missouri and Kansas,
are planning to push for similar
changes if this one finds success.
Men who simply identify themselves

as women would be allowed to use any
public women’s bathroom – and vice
versa – without any repercussions.
“I cannot see why City Council

would even consider this,” Franklin
Graham, president of the Billy Graham
Evangelistic Association, said. “It is not
only ridiculous, it’s unsafe.
“Common sense tells us that this

would open the door, literally, to all
sorts of serious concerns including giv-
ing sexual predators access to children.
It violates every sense of privacy and
decency for people of both sexes, adults
and children.”

by World News Service

GRAHAM

“Common sense
tells us that this
would open the

door, literally, to all
sorts of serious

concerns including
giving sexual 

predators access
to children. It vio-
lates every sense
of privacy and de-
cency for people

of both sexes,
adults and 
children.”

David Benham, whose Behnam
Brothers HGTV show was pulled be-
cause of his religious beliefs, is lending
his voice to the North Carolina Values
Coalition to encourage Christians to
take a stand on this matter, where busi-
ness owners may be forced to violate
their religious convictions or risk law-
suits.
“What’s going to end up happening,

with the result of the language (of the
ordinance) is our religious liberties are
going to come under attack,” said Ben-
ham, a Charlotte resident and author
of Whatever the Cost. 
“Not only do Christians need to

stand up for what’s right, but America
needs to protect our children and our
children’s children.”
News reports say there has been op-

position within the city council to pass
the ordinance.
Republican council member Ed

Driggs believes it would give a “cover”
for sexual predators to stalk little girls.
“A lot of people worry that you might
provide a cover for bad actors,” he said
in The Christian Post. 
At-large member Michael Barnes, a

Democrat, voiced his concern about
sending his children into a public rest-
room, according to The Charlotte Ob-
server.
And it’s a concern that’s not un-

founded in other parts of the country.
At Evergreen College in Olympia,

Wash., where a similar ordinance was
passed, a 45-year-old man who identi-
fies himself as a woman was seen
naked – genitalia exposed – in the
women’s locker room by girls as young
as 6 years old (the locker room is
shared with a high school swim team
and a children’s swim academy).
Evergreen school officials stated they

were simply following state law and
can’t discriminate based on gender
identity.
“As Christians, we have to foresee

dangers,” Benham said.
To that end, Benham will be using

“God-honoring resistance” to help
speak out against the SOGI (Sexual
Orientation Gender Identity) ordi-
nance during the March 2 meeting and
will also participate in a protest outside
city council’s chambers, organized by
the North Carolina Values Coalition.
“I join David Benham and others in

opposing this ordinance and encour-
age area Christians to take a stand by
attending the March 2 peaceful protest
outside city council’s chambers the day
of the vote at 4 p.m.,” Franklin Graham
said. 
“I also urge Charlotte Christians to

voice their strong disapproval by con-
tacting the mayor and city council
members in advance, and I ask the
Charlotte City Council to vote wisely
against this proposed ordinance.
“As Christians, we are called to be

salt and light,” Benham said, standing
on the Scriptures (Proverbs 28:4). “And
we’re doing the best we can to rally the
churches to be salt and light.”

newsbriefs
Homeschool Conference
set for April

The 2015 Midwest Parent Educators
(MPE) Homeschool Conference & Curricu-
lum Fair will be held April 24-25 at the KCI
Expo Center near the airport.  The confer-
ence is designed to provide parents with in-
formation and encouragement so they can
be equipped to educate their children at
home.  Dads and moms alike will be re-
freshed and encouraged through workshop
sessions, with the convenience of a large
vendor hall for hands-on experience with
curriculum, extracurricular activities, and
other opportunities.  This year’s theme is
based on John 13:35: “By this all men will
know that you are my disciples, if you have
love for one another.”

Keynote Speaker Norm Wakefield is the
founder and executive director of The Spirit
of Elijah Ministries International (www.spir-
itofelijah.com).  A special keynote address
given by Norm Wakefield will be on Thurs-
day, April 23 on “The Transforming Power
of God’s Love in Homeschooling.”

The conference will feature Denise Mira
(www.denisemira.com) and Sonya Shafer
(www.simplycharlottemason.com), in addi-
tion to many other speakers with over 60
workshop sessions to choose from. 

For info visit www.midwesthomeschool-
ers.org/conference or call 913-599-0311.



A small Missouri town briefly became
a flashpoint of religious freedom when in-
conclusive reports hit media outlets that a
student at Bueker Middle School here was
told he was not allowed to read his Bible
during his free time.
  A seventh grader there told his parents

and WDAF-TV in Kansas City a teacher
told him he could not read the Bible at
school. However, there has not been vali-
dation of the accusation and the principal
has since made public comments assuring
the Bible and faith are welcome and have
always been welcome at his school.
  Principal Lance Tobin told

TheBlaze.com the issue has since been re-
solved, but said no one ever told the stu-
dent he could not read the Bible in school.
  “We just all agreed and we talked

about school and religion,” Tobin said of
a meeting between himself and the stu-
dent’s parents. “And I wanted to make sure
that they were comfortable understanding
that their child could have the Bible at
school and could read the Bible at school.”
  He also told TheBlaze.com there is “no

teacher involved whatsoever.”
  Federal courts have made it clear stu-

dents’ rights to free speech extend into
school, and such activity is also protected
by an amendment to the state constitution
passed in August of 2012. It guarantees
public school students “the right to free
exercise of religious expression without in-

terference” so long as such expression is
private, voluntary and not disruptive of
instructional class time.
  Last summer Missouri lawmakers

further made the point that students have
religious freedom in class. Governor Jay
Nixon signed the bill known as the Mis-
souri Student Religious Liberties Act July
2, which passed by extreme majorities of
131-16 in the House and 30-1 in the Sen-
ate.
  Under that law, students may share

their religious beliefs in homework, art-
work, and classroom presentations so long
as that expression is relevant to the subject
matter at hand. Teachers and school dis-

trict officials may not penalize a student
based on the religious content of their oral
or written assignments. Clothing, acces-
sories and jewelry with religious messages
or symbols are also protected to the same
degree as any nonreligious messages or
symbols.
  “The problem is we continue to be

dogged with intimidation by organiza-
tions like the ACLU [American Civil Lib-
erties Union] who cause public schools to
live in a world of fear, confusion and mis-
information,” said Kerry Messer, director
of the Missouri Family Network and the
Missouri Baptist Convention’s Christian
Life Commission’s legislative liaison, told
The Pathway when the bill passed the leg-
islature. “It occurs daily in Missouri.
School districts are desperately scared of
litigation that can destroy their budgets
and will simply settle even though they
would eventually win in the courts.”

Though Kansas is facing some tem-
porary budget shortfalls in the next
year or two, some around the country
still think Gov. Brownback has the
state on the right track. You wouldn’t
know that if you read the Kansas City
Star or watched the evening news. 

A recent article on Forbes' website
by Rex Sinquefield states that "The
21st-century path to state economic
prosperity, increased wages at every in-
come level, employer re-investment,
and job creation is in fact pretty
straightforward. It is not a matter of
wealth redistribution; it is a matter of
wealth creation. It is not about slicing
up a shrinking pie; it is about creating
a bigger pie through economic expan-
sion.

The pro-growth policy path is clear:
cut income taxes on small business
and their workers; broaden the sales
tax base; wipe out corporate loopholes
and cronyism that come in the form of
tax breaks for favored industries; and
provide sales tax rebates or 'pre-bates'
to low-income households. When
states grow, property
taxes and sales taxes
are multiplied by a
growing gross state
product, which in turn
increases government
revenue and its ability
to provide more social
services."

This pretty well de-
scribes the track that Brownback and
the legislature have put Kansas on with
changes made in the last couple of
years.

The Forbes article goes on to say
that "Nowhere is a working model for
reform more evident than in Kansas,
where in 2012 and 2013 Governor

Sam Brownback
boldly eliminated
small business pass-
through income
taxes and reduced in-
dividual tax rates.
Kansas’ economy is
driven by small busi-
ness, as are all states’,
and an income tax

reduction will prove to be a great cat-
alyst for attracting and growing small
business."

Brownback himself seems commit-

ted to the strategy.
“We will continue to reduce the in-

come tax burden on our families and
reward productivity," Brownback
stated recently. 

"Transitioning to consumption
taxes allows Kansans more freedom to
determine their spending and rein-
force the principle that the family
budget is more important than the
governmental budget.”

History has shown that reducing
federal income tax rates leads to
greater prosperity for all, and that the
same holds true for state tax policy.
Low- and no-income tax states out-
perform high income tax states across
all measures of economic prosperity.
The accompanying chart compares the
rate of job creation in the no-income
tax states of Texas and Florida with
California and New York, where the
state income tax rates are among the
nation’s highest.

Though the transformation may be
good for the state, Brownback had the
misfortune to be elected in the worst
possible scenario - a nationwide Great
Recession. 

Thus, the transition has been much
more difficult than it would normally
have been. States like Texas that started
the transition years ago have a leg up
on Kansas, and are already reaping the
benefits, even during the recession, as
the chart shows.

If Kansas can continue to follow
through with the transition and pros-
per in a similar fashion in coming
years, that will be Brownback's legacy.

–Lee hartman, Metro Voice News
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Highly educated still show
support of untrue ideals

A study by University of Kansas
researchers finds that far from being
more open-minded, highly educated
people are more partisan than the
population at large.
They analyzed surveys “on how

the public construed facts about
highly politicized issues that in-
cluded the 2003 Iraq War, global
warming, evolution and the 2007
Iraq troop surge,” KU says.
The researchers found that “Re-

publicans with high levels of educa-
tion tended to support statements
that were largely untrue but pro-
vided credence to the Bush admin-
istration’s justification for the 2003
Iraq war.”
Likewise, the study found “well-

educated Democrats supported in-
correct facts about the effect of the
2007 troop surge.”
Political science professor Mark

Joslyn says the highly educated are
better at rationalizing:
“If the most educated portion of

the public cannot agree on the facts,
it would appear naïve to expect con-
sensus in our representative institu-
tions” …
“Educated people possess greater

cognitive resources and tools to
counter facts incongruent with their
dispositions and indeed exercise bi-
ases that reinforce convictions.”
Unsurprisingly, they blame the

Internet and “partisan news sources
on television” for encouraging view-
ers to stick with their version of the
facts.

Kansas transition a ‘step in right direction’

“Nowhere is a
working model
for reform more 
evident than in

Kansas.” 

by Brian Koonce

A new biker’s ministry is forming in Lee’s Summit with the aim
of serving motorcycle enthusiasts from across the area that have a
passion for Christ and evangelism.

“The ministry is basically a new ‘old’ ministry,” Kenneth Starkey
told the Metro Voice.   “It is modeled after the original Christian
Motorcycle Association concept, where Christian motorcycle riders
take God’s Word out to unchristian riders.”

Starkey says the group gathers once or twice a month to discuss where they’re
going and how to present the gospel to the unchurched, especially hard-core bikers.
They are currently meeting at Lee’s Summit First Church of the Nazarene, 900 SW
Lakeview Blvd., on the second and fourth Sunday of each month at 7:00 PM.

Each individual participating will hopefully grow his or her congregation, he says,
in the process of reaching out.

For information please call Ken at 816-456-2774.

New biker group to promote word of Christ

Law clarified: Reading Bible in school O.K.
by Brian Koonce 



Members of ISIS have abducted 90
Assyrian Christians from villages in
northeast Syria, activists from the Syr-
ian Observatory for Human Rights
said.
The raids took place in the early

morning near the town of Tal Tamr,
where a Christian minority lives. Tal
Tamr is also located near Hasaka, a
city held by the Kurds. ISIS has man-
aged to take two villages from the
Kurds on Tuesday, the Syrian Obser-
vatory reports, and is the latest in a se-
ries of battles between the Kurds and
ISIS, which is trying to establish a
caliphate, or an Islamic emirate, in the
Levant region. The United States has
been helping Kurdish forces by con-
ducting air strikes against ISIS, with a
recent strike killing 14 ISIS members
on Tuesday.
There is no information on where

the abducted Assyrian Christian men,

women and children may have been
taken or what their fate may be.
ISIS has destroyed Christian

churches in Syria and Iraq and de-
manded that Christians pay taxes in
order to survive and remain in the
country. Just weeks ago ISIS beheaded
21 Egyptian Christians in Libya, set-
ting off international condemnation
and strengthening the union among
the 60 groups working to destroy ISIS
. The U.S.-led coalition includes the
countries of Australia, Bahrain, Bel-
gium, Canada, Denmark, Egypt,
France, Germany, Italy, Iraqi Kurdis-
tan, Jordan, Netherlands, Qatar, Saudi
Arabia, Turkey, the United Arab Emi-
rates and United Kingdom, and sev-
eral others.
"Everybody in this coalition con-

tributes what they can, and we're
grateful for all of that," Pentagon
spokesman Rear Adm. John Kirby told
CNN.
"We are upping the ante," Jordanian

Foreign Minister Nasser Judeh added.
"We're going after them wherever they
are, with everything that we have. But
it's not the beginning, and it's certainly
not the end."
Jordan became more involved in

fighting ISIS after a Jordanian pilot
captured by ISIS was burned alive in a
cage.
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eventbriefs
Whole Heart Girls Conference & Fashion Show 

Want something fun and exciting for your teen girls to do this spring? Teen girls in grades
6-12 are invited to the Whole Heart Teen Girls Conference and Fashion Show Saturday, April 11
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. The event is free.

Special guest will be Christian speaker Hannah Arrowood,
who will talk on how a girl’s relationship with God will affect
every area of her life. 

Arrowood seeks to help young girls set a foundation in Christ
that will enable them to have life changing confidence. She’s
eager to come alongside teens and encourage and empower
them to be the best version of themselves that they can be.

Girls can come as early as 8:30 a.m. for a social breakfast
and get signed in before the conference. Lunch will also be pro-
vided.

Classes include:
• So you want to be a Missionary

• I’ve heard it all before – How to stay interested in God when you grew up in the Church
• Exploring Vulnerability – How to be vulnerable, Why do I want to be seen, knowing I am

worthy of God’s love
• Who am I? – How to find your identity in Christ
• Here we go again – How to deal with struggles
• How to be a healthy me – Healthy body (eating and exercise)
• The science of being a teenager
More information is available at olathechristian.org.

Lawmakers
push stricter
laws on sex
trafficking 

Kansas reading roadmap boosts learning, study says

A program aimed at improving
third grade reading scores in rural
schools has shown promising results in
one Kansas district, with more students
on track to meet fourth grade reading
goals and fewer students requiring in-
tensive reading interventions, accord-
ing to a study by the University of
Kansas Center for Public Partnerships
and Research.  
The Kansas Reading Roadmap ini-

tiative, which rolled out in early 2014,
includes a summer and afterschool
reading intervention program, family
engagement initiatives, and training to
help educators analyze student data
and learn about research-based reading
programs. 
In the Pittsburg school district,

which serves about 1,400 students in
southeast Kansas, 138 students have
participated in after-school reading in-

terventions, and 172 students have
been served by the summer reading
program. 
The University of Kansas study

found that since the program was in-
troduced, the percentage of students
requiring intensive reading interven-
tion has dropped sharply. In January
2014, more than 33 percent of "stu-
dents in need," or students identified as
having deficiencies in fundamental
reading skills, required intensive inter-
vention, compared to 22 percent in fall
2014. 
The district has also seen steeper

gains in reading skills for drop in spe-
cial education enrollment
The initiative, which launched in 45

schools last year, targets rural and semi-
rural schools in Kansas. Half of all pub-
lic schools in Kansas are rural, and
more than 28 percent of students in the
state attend those schools. Nearly 40
percent of rural students qualify for

free or reduced-price lunch, according
to the Rural School and Community
Trust.
Other rural reading intervention

programs have also found some suc-
cess in improving reading skills. The
Targeted Reading Intervention pro-
gram, which is run by the National Re-
search Center for Rural Education
Support at the University of North
Carolina, provides online one-on-one

classroom support to teachers in sev-
eral states. A 2013 study found that the
program helped "struggling reader
progress more rapidly across a wide
range of reading skills."
Jackie Mader is a reporter for The

Hechinger Report, covering pre-K-12
issues from her home base in Jackson,
Miss. Join her as she discusses the latest
news, trends, and issues facing rural
schools and students.

Two Missouri lawmakers are
proposing stricter sex trafficking
laws.
U.S Representative Ann Wag-

ner joined State Representative
Elijah Haahr to testify before a
Missouri House committee
Wednesday.  
Haahr presented a bill that

would outlaw advertisements
that promote sexual activity with
a minor.  Under Missouri law,
publishing advertisements for
sexual activity with a minor is
not a crime.
Wagner has proposed a simi-

lar bill at the federal level.
“We are trying to raise aware-

ness and education on the issue
at all levels, but legislation must
evolve,” said Wagner.  
“An individual can actually

order up a little girl to their hotel
room as easily as they could a
pepperoni pizza.”

Both Haahr
and Wagner
agree that many
of these types of
advertisements
can be found on
mobile apps
and websites,
but ads can also
be seen on
printed flyers at
truck stops.
Haahr says the
$9.5 billion dol-
lar industry is a
real problem
and warns that

it’s growing in Missouri.
“Just last year, I believe there

was a mom in southeast Mis-
souri that was advertising one of
her children for sale online,” said
Haahr.  
“There’s no limit to what

they’ll do and as the dad of four
kids, obviously that is something
that concerns me greatly.”
Dozens of people testified in

support of the bill, including a
sex trafficking survivor from
mid-Missouri.  
Jessica Luebbert says she be-

came a victim when she re-
sponded to an advertisement for
a modeling job.
“I thought I was going on a

modeling trip to Maui,” said
Luebbert.  “And I was, before I
knew it, I was drugged and I was
in Maui.”
There was no opposition and

Haahr’s bill is expected to pass
smoothly through the legislature.

by Kyle Loethen

HAAHR

WAGNER

by Jackie Mader 

ISIS kidnaps 90 more Christians
as extermination continues
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newsbriefs
Colorado lawmakers reject assisted suicide bill
(WNS)--A legislative committee in Colorado voted

down a bill in February that would have legalized
assisted suicide in the state.  The sensitive topic
brought hundreds of people to the debate,
filling the Capitol’s largest hearing room
and the overflow room, according to The
Denver Post. The committee waded
through 11 hours of testimony from more
than 100 people on both sides of the
issue, finally rejecting the bill 8-5.  Four
states currently allow doctors to help pa-
tients end their lives: Montana, Oregon, Ver-
mont, and Washington. New Mexico is fighting
a court ruling that legalized assisted suicide earlier
this year in one county. Colorado’s bill was modeled after
Oregon’s law, requiring patients to get two doctors to sign off on their request to die after prov-
ing they are mentally competent to administer the life-ending medicine themselves.

Texas man vanishes, raises fears about mission trips 
(WNS)--As demonstrators continue to protest the Mexican government’s perceived botched

investigation into the disappearance of 43 students, the new disappearance of a Texas man is
raising fresh questions about security south of the U.S. border.  Elijah Hernandez, 26, an Amer-
ican citizen, traveled in November on a volunteer missions trip to Cabo San Lucas, a tourist
destination located on the southern tip of the Baja California peninsula. Hernandez spent sev-
eral weeks working with Ephesus One Congregation to build a church and was scheduled to
fly back to Dallas on Jan. 14 for his brother’s wedding.  “He never mentioned feeling unsafe,”
Hernandez’s mother, Teresa Hernandez, told me in a phone interview. “He felt very accepted
and part of the community there.”

Willke dies at 89
The voice known to millions of

Christian radio listeners in the 80s and
90s for his informative one-minute
pro-life updates has gone silent.

Dr. John Willke, an obstetrician
who helped shape the modern pro-life
movement has died at the age of 89. 

"The core of his life
was caring for people
as a husband, a father
and a doctor, and that
caring extended to his
life work for unborn
children and their
mothers," stated his

daughter Marie Meyers.
Willke quit delivering babies in the

late 1960s to oppose abortion, retiring
from his medical practice in 1988 to
devote his time to the pro-life move-
ment. He participated in protests and
congressional hearings and appeared
on national television frequently.
In a statement, Ohio Attorney Gen-

eral Mike DeWine described Willke as
a "worldwide leader in the right to life
movement."
"He will be remembered as a great

teacher and friend and stalwart leader
in giving a voice to the most vulnera-
ble in our society," DeWine said.

Maranatha teacher honored for excellence
The Kansas Association of Independ-

ent and Religious Schools (KAIRS) has
named Steve Gordon, director of bands
and senior high vocal music, at
Maranatha Christian Academy, as the
Distinguished Teacher 2015 for Christian
Schools. 
He was honored at the KAIRS Annual

Meeting in Topeka in February. 
Gordon has been an instructor at

Maranatha since 1991. 
His outstanding bands have been fea-

tured on the Mall in Washington, D.C.,
as well as in local parades, formal con-
certs and at the Kansas State Music Edu-
cators Convention. 
“In the classroom, Mr. Gordon has

created a long history of distinction in
our school’s performing arts program,”
said Ronald. D. Fritz, Ed.D., secondary
principal, Maranatha Christian Acad-

emy. “Under his
direction, the
M a r a n a t h a
bands have re-
ceived superior
ratings at the As-
sociation of
Christian School
International
music festivals in
six of the seven
years they par-
ticipated, and

has continued to perform at that level at
KSHSAA festivals since 1998.” 
Gordon has also served as district rep-

resentative for several state-level organi-
zations including the State Executive
Board of Kansas Bandmasters Associa-
tion and the Kansas Music Educators As-
sociation (KMEA). 
He also founded the Great Plains Re-

gional Honor Band and Choir for the As-
sociation of Christian Schools
International (ACSI). 
KAIRS is the state’s largest organiza-

tion representing non-public schools –
with 143 Catholic, Christian, Independ-
ent, Lutheran and Seventh-day Adventist
schools. 

While churches in the Kansas City area are often quick to cancel services after a few inches of the white stuff and TV forecasters breathlessly report
hour-by-hour, the snow whipping across Kansas or Nebraska on its way to bury State Line, New England Churches have had it much worse! Across
the Northeast, many churches have suspended services for weeks—even months in a row as record snow and cold grips that part of the country with
snow totals from February now reaching over 80 inches in many areas. Back in Kansas City, the forecast says four inches and the scroll of cancellations
begins across the television. We thought Midwestern Christians were tougher than that. Laura Ingalls Wilder would be ashamed.  (Photo: AP News)     

Mother nature takes toll on worship services in New England

WILLKE

by Dwight Widaman

GORDON

–Editor, Dwight Widaman



Christians will celebrate Easter Sun-
day April 5 to observe when Jesus
Christ resurrected from the dead. Yet
along with the sa-
cred observance
will come a more
secular American
tradition, wherein
many children will
leave out baskets
with the playful ex-
pectation that the
Easter Bunny will
come.
According to

popular lore, it is
the Easter Bunny
who provides
goodies (usually
chocolate candy or
ornate eggs) to children who leave
their baskets out the night before.
Many candy companies have taken ad-
vantage of the popular tradition and
offer Easter Bunny-themed candy for

that part of the year.
However, where did this tradition of

a bunny that gave out eggs come from?
According to the History Channel's

website, the precise origins of this
n o n - b i b l i c a l
Easter figure are
unclear but may
have roots in Ger-
man immigrant
communities of
the 18th century. 
"According to

some sources, the
Easter bunny first
arrived in America
in the 1700s with
German immi-
grants who settled
in Pennsylvania
and transported
their tradition of

an egg-laying hare called 'Osterhase' or
'Oschter Haws'," reads an entry on its
site.
"Eventually, the custom spread

across the U.S. and the fabled rabbit's

Easter morning deliveries expanded to
include chocolate and other types of
candy and gifts, while decorated bas-
kets replaced nests. Additionally, chil-
dren often left out carrots for the
bunny in case he got hungry from all
his hopping."
The concept of a bunny and eggs

likely derives from the ancient tradi-
tion of rabbits being symbols of fertil-
ity. This ancient concept can still be
seen today with such clichés as "they
reproduce like bunnies."
In an article about Easter lore, Bar-

bara Mikkelson of snopes.com cred-
ited the Easter Bunny with a Germanic
origin as well.
"The Easter Bunny is German in

origin. He shows up in 16th century
literature as a deliverer of eggs, in his
own way a springtime St. Nicholas
bent on rewarding the good," wrote
Mikkelson, adding that "Colored eggs
were left only for well-behaved good
children."
The significance of eggs came from

their symbolizing new life as well as
fertility and continuing life. Mikkelson
wrote about how Christianity adopted
the symbol.
"As Christianity spread, the egg was

adopted as a symbol of Christ's resur-
rection from the tomb (a hard casket
from which new life will emerge),"
wrote Mikkelson.
Dr. Quentin P Kinnison, assistant

professor of Contemporary Christian
Ministries at Fresno Pacific University,
told The Christian Post that the secu-
lar symbols of Easter were often used
by Christian missionaries when evan-
gelizing cultures lacking a Judeo-
Christian background.

"Hosts of international communi-
ties decorate and participate in these
traditions in their own unique ways.
The Christian Church and its ambas-
sadors throughout history have appro-
priated the symbols of the cultures
they encountered," said Kinnison.
"The use of eggs in particular has

been used to identify the essence of life
and the resurrection of Christ. By
using these known symbols within the
culture, Christian missionaries find
ways to connect and communicate the
Gospel of Jesus Christ to cultures un-
familiar with the biblical stories and
narratives."
Kinnison compared the practice to

what Paul of Tarsus did at Mars Hill as
recorded in Acts 17.  
However, Kinnison also told CP of

the caution that should be noted with
this practice.
"What becomes problematic is

when we lose the meaning of the sym-
bols and they take on new or different

cultural values that are antithetical to
the Gospel," said Kinnison.
Steve Russo, a Christian evangelist

from Ontario, Calif., and host of the
radio program "Real Answers," wrote
a column for The Baptist Press regard-
ing the issue of Christian parents and
the Easter Bunny. 
"Before we get too carried away

about holiday traditions, let's remem-
ber all the things that are such an inte-
gral part of our culture, things like
birthday cakes and even calendars and
the days of the week – all of which
have pagan roots," wrote Russo.
"It's not necessary to deprive your

children of good fiction so long as they
understand the difference between fact
and fiction. If you are careful and wise
in how you incorporate the Easter
bunny tradition, it can be fun for you
and your children and also provide a
great springboard for your family's
discussion about why we celebrate
Easter."
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Christian families need not fear the Easter Bunny

“Before we get too car-
ried away about holiday

traditions, let's 
remember all the things
that are such an integral

part of our culture,
things like birthday

cakes and even 
calendars and the days

of the week – all of which
have pagan roots.”

Steve Russo

by Michael Gryboski
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Church donates
$29,000 to

local shelter
Members of Rolling Hills

Church in Overland Park reached
deep into their pockets this holiday
season and collected nearly
$29,000 for the Christmas offering.
The beneficiary, PACES, which op-
erates an emergency shelter in
Wyandotte County, will use the
donation to help fund their cam-
paign “A Place to be Safe Because
T h e y ’ r e
Kids,” to
build a larger
and safer
home envi-
ronment for
children and
youth who
are in crisis.
PA C E S ’

current shelter only houses four
beds. This donation will assist
them in doubling their size with
the capacity to help 10 children
every day. These kids, who have
been removed from their home be-
cause of neglect and/or abuse, will
have a place to stay for the manda-
tory 72 hours before they are
placed in the foster care system. In
the past, PACES has turned down
more than 100 children, many of
those who have then had to stay
the night in the local police station.
“We are deeply appreciative of

the tremendous generosity of the
congregation of Rolling Hills Pres-
byterian Church,” says Randy Call-
strom, President and CEO of
Wyandot, Inc., parent company of
PACES. “Their donation brings us
much closer to meeting our goal to
build the new PACES shelter for
kids in crisis. As the new shelter
takes shape, their gift will have a
lasting impact on providing a place
for kids to be safe and secure.”
Since 1986, Rolling Hills Church

has been donating their largest of-
ferings at Christmas and Easter to
organizations in the Kansas City
community and around the world.
This year’s Christmas Offering
helped them reach their goal of
more than $1 million raised to
help serve those in need across the
street and across the sea.
“Over the years, the generosity

of Rolling Hills has been truly in-
spiring,” says Pastor Woody
Brown. 
“We have a strong history of

supporting children in the foster
care system and helping those who
are aging out. The work PACES is
doing for the children and youth in
our community is badly needed. I
am very thankful that our congre-
gation can contribute to make a
positive difference in the lives of
children at risk.”

Lawmaker: Don’t deny homeschoolers public school sports
A bill in the Missouri House would let

home-schooled students participate in
public high school sports and activities.
State Representative Elijah Haahr (R-

Springfield) presented HB 232 that would
allow home-schooled students with pass-
ing grades to participate in Missouri State
High School Activities Association pro-
grams.  Haahr proposed the same bill last
year, but it did not make it out of the
House.
“What this bill does is bring Missouri in

line with the majority of states in the coun-
try to allow home-school students to try
out for and potentially participate in the
athletics for their local public-schools in the
district where they live,” said Haahr.  “We
are not requiring that they participate, we
are asking that they be allowed to try out.
They would have to compete for the teams
just like any other student.”

Haahr, who was home-schooled, grew
up playing on sports teams in Springfield,
but it was through a city league, never
against public-school teams.  Haahr says
home-schooled kids drove hours just to
play on his teams in Springfield and oppor-
tunities for scholarships were rare.
“We were able to put together teams, I

didn’t feel necessarily like I was missing out,
but my friends from the rural areas obvi-
ously faced a much greater burden than I
did,” said Haahr.
12-year-old Isaiah Craft is a home-

school student in sixth grade who would
like to play football one day for Eureka high
school.
“I came today to testify because I like

football, but I don’t do the best in a class-
room because I have Tourette’s and OCD,”
said Isaiah.  “So, I just find it easier and I
enjoy it more at home.”

Isaiah’s father, Ryan Craft, also testified
in support of the bill.
“If they change the law, then he would

have potential opportunities, be able to, you
know, maybe be good enough to play in
college and get scholarship money, or be-

yond even, who knows?” said Ryan.  “But,
what is troubling is the way it is now, it’s just
the wall is there, there’s no option, and it’s
just kind of a dead end.”
MSHSAA Lobbyist Mike Lodewegen

says the association is concerned about the
standards it sets for students.
“While the bill attempts to address sev-

eral issues, it leaves open wide holes for stu-
dents that would not have to meet the very
high standards that are set by public schools
in order to participate in the privilege of
after-school activities,” said Lodewegen.
MSHSAA is a quasi-public and private

organization that receives funding from
taxpayer dollars.  Supporters of the bill ar-
gued that they pay taxes that go towards
public-schools, but their children cannot
partake in public high school sports and ac-
tivities.
The committee has not voted on the bill.

(WNS)--Thousands of friends, family, neighbors, and
strangers gathered in Prescott, Ariz., to remember Kayla
Mueller, the 26-year-old Christian aid worker killed in
Syria by the Islamic State. Mueller was working with Syr-
ian refugees at the Turkish border in August 2013 when
extremists kidnapped and imprisoned her. The U.S. gov-
ernment confirmed her death in early February.
Local church volunteers and law enforcement from

the small northern Arizona town organized Wednesday’s
candlelight vigil, at which Mueller’s dad and brother
made their first public appearance since news of her
death. 
Her brother, Eric, fought tears as he read from a letter

he had written to his sister: “You were my first friend, my
best friend, and my only sister.” He asked the crowd to
follow her example to help the suffering.
Mueller volunteered both at home and eventually

abroad, in Israel, Africa, and Turkey.
“I find God in the suffering eyes reflecting in mine,”

she once said. “If this is how you are revealed to me, this
is how I will forever seek you.”
Kathleen Day, a campus minister at Northern Arizona

University, remembered volunteering with Mueller and

other students at
the local county
jail one Advent.
She said after the
event was over,
Mueller returned
often to train fe-
male inmates in
anger manage-
ment.
“Seven years

ago, at only 19
years of age, Kayla
was already learn-
ing and teaching
about how to ex-
perience God in
the midst of

prison under the shadow of death,” Day said. 
Pastor Jon Wolfinger of Lumen Deo church in

Prescott said those grieving Mueller’s death had an op-
portunity to draw near to God.
“It’s moments like these when the darkness seems to

taunt us … we hear the words of God who says he is near
to the brokenhearted.”

Wolfinger said Mueller’s selflessness pointed to God. 
“What we admire and adore in Kayla we see in the

Lord Jesus Christ,” he said. 
“That God has shown His care for all across all nations

by sending His Son.”
The ceremony opened with a recording of the hymn

“He Who Began a Good Work in You” (a special request
from Mueller’s mom, who used to sing it to her daugh-
ter). It ended with the choir from Tri-City Prep School
(Mueller’s alma mater) singing “In His Time.”
Attendees brought canned goods to donate to two

local organizations. One of the event organizers, Cindy
Ksenzulek, lugged a box down the sidewalk after the vigil
ended. 
“This would be her favorite part,” Ksenzulek said,

pointing to the donated food. “It was an overwhelming
turnout. I can’t wait to see how many pounds.”
Katia Nyysti signed the memorial book while keeping

a close watch on her two wiggly daughters. Nyysti didn’t
know Kayla but said she wanted her daughters to learn
from her: “I want them to learn how important it really
is to care for people and to be available and present and
to listen and care. And that having divisions and creating
suffering in others doesn’t help.”

–World News Service

i moreinformation

http://www.paceswc.org/
www.thespire.org

Family, friends, and strangers gather to honor the Christian aid worker killed by ISIS
Pastor says Kayla Mueller Reflected God’s Love

MUELLER

by Maria Baer

Isaiah Craft takes media questions
after the committee hearing.
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Clay Center, Kan. – The Quran says
about Jesus, “Christ Jesus the son of
Mary was (no more than) a Messenger
of Allah, and His Word” (The Quran
4:171).  The Jehovah’s Witness New
World Translation says He was “a god”
(John 1:1). Notice the small “g”.  Rabbi
Shraqa Simmons says that, according to
Judaism, “Jews do not accept Jesus as the
messiah”.
 The existence of God is also denied

by millions.  However, world religions,
historians and most people agree in the
existence of Jesus.  Agreement gathers
around what He did calling Him a good
man, miracle-worker or powerful
teacher.  Interestingly though, when we

move from “what Jesus did” to “who He
was” division begins. 
 The main point of tension is this

statement - Jesus is the one true God in
human flesh.  Despite centuries of heated
disagreement such a statement reveals
who He really is.  It all started with Jesus
who once said about Himself, “Whoever
has seen me has seen the Father” (John
14:9), or in other words, “When you see
me, you see God.”   
 Again, most people also agree Jesus

died, but why did He?  
Those who actually conspired to put

Him to death tell us it was because He
claimed to be God.  They once accused
Him saying “you, being a man, make
yourself God” (John 11:33).  His fierce
opponents did not realize how they were
helping the world to know who He truly
was.  Jesus ultimately died because He
claimed to be God, which He did openly
for all to see and hear.  Then three days
later He rose from the dead validating
everything He spoke of.        
Why does this point of Jesus being

God matter, because it changes every-
thing.  What if an atheist who agreed in

the existence of the historical Jesus also
believed He was God?  It would change
everything.  What if a Muslim who ac-
cepted that Jesus was a great prophet also
believed He was God?  
It would change everything.  What if

a Jew who agreed that Jesus was a great
teacher also believed He was true Mes-
siah?  It would change everything.  Most
importantly though, what do you be-
lieve?  A good man cannot forgive your

sin.  Only Jesus can.  
A miracle-worker cannot remove

your guilt and shame.  Only Jesus can.  A
powerful teacher cannot redeem your life
from the pits of despair.  Only Jesus can.
Believe in Him with all your heart, soul,
mind and strength.  May Jesus be your
hope for today.                       

Clint Decker is President & Evangelist
with Great Awakenings, Inc.
cdecker@greatawakenings.org

Last month’s horrific beheading of 21
Coptic Christians in Libya showed they
were faithful unto
death. Their murder-
ers were Islamic State
(IS) members, in af-
filiation with the
main body of IS,
which is in Syria and
in Iraq.
The video shows

21 captives in orange
jumpsuits with each
captive being led by
an IS member at the
Libyan shores of the
Mediterranean Sea.
The Christians are
forced to get down on their knees, and are
then beheaded. The video ends with the
waves turning red on the beach. All of the
captors had their faces covered, to hide

their identities.
I suppose you could say this was IS's

version of the St. Valentine's Day Mas-
sacre---although we don't know when the
executions actually took place.
In the video, the leader of the Islamic

militants says to the camera: "All cru-
saders: safety for you will be only wishes,
especially if you are fighting us all together.
Therefore we will fight you all together."
He also says, "The sea you have hidden

Sheikh Osama bin Laden's body in, we
swear to Allah we will mix it with your
blood."
And he adds, looking across toward

Italy, only 500 miles away or so: "We will
conquer Rome, by Allah's permission."
Amazingly, the Obama White House

will only claim that the victims were Egyp-
tians (not naming
them as Christians),
nor will it identify the
murderers as Mus-
lims, but rather it says
that the Islamic State
"is unconstrained by
faith, sect, or ethnic-
ity."
Coptic Christians

are from Egypt, and
they trace their com-
munity back to when
St. Mark, writer of the
second Gospel, came
there and proclaimed

the gospel and was martyred there.
The word Coptic is derived from the

word Egypt, and it was the dominant re-
ligion until the forces of Islam conquered

Egypt in the 7th century.
It's fascinating to me that in Revelation,

the final book of the Bible, there is a de-
piction of the saints of God who are wait-
ing to be avenged since they have been
unjustly killed.
"How long, O Lord?" is their cry. When

will He vindicate them? The fascinating
aspect of all this is that many of them are
beheaded, which is not necessarily the
most common historical form of martyr-
dom. But it is certainly used by the radical
Muslims on many occasions.
  Of course, there was anti-Christian

persecution and martyrdom centuries be-
fore the followers of Mohammed (died
632) unleashed more persecution on the
Church.
Jesus told His disciples that they were

to be His witnesses for Him unto all the

world. The Greek word we translate as
"witness" is the word from which the word
"martyr" is derived. So many of those early
Christians, including almost all of the
apostles, were witnesses for Christ unto
death that the word came to mean, "one
who testifies unto death."
After having seen and even touched

Jesus following His resurrection from the
dead, the disciples were willing to be put
to death for their message rather than
deny what they had witnessed.
My long-time pastor, the late Dr. D.

James Kennedy spoke about how one of
the heroes of the faith that really touched
him was Polycarp, who lived in the first
and second centuries. He was a direct dis-
ciple of John, who wrote the fourth
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Coptic Christians Were Faithful Unto Death

CLINT 
DECKER 
President and
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Great
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“The word Coptic
is derived from
the word Egypt,
and it was the

dominant religion
until the forces of
Islam conquered
Egypt in the 7th

century.”

After the behedings, Coptic Christian Flooded Egypts Churches. The gov-
ernment declared seven days of national mourning in a show of support.

See COPTIC page 11
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Gospel.
Said Dr. Kennedy of this man:

"Polycarp was brought to trial when he
was eighty-six years old. He said that
as a child and through all of his life he
had followed Christ, and Christ had
never failed him. He had ever been
faithful. How could he deny Him now?
And Polycarp was martyred for his
faith and received that crown of life."
Martyrdom has been a common

occurrence for many Christians
through the centuries. In his classic
book, The Cost of Discipleship, Diet-
rich Bonhoeffer, Christian martyr of
the Nazis, said, "When Christ calls a
man, he bids him come and die." That
is, to die unto himself. Martyrdom
would be the ultimate example of that.
I pray in reference to the persecu-

tors of the Christians, e.g., the radical
Muslims, that God would redeem
them---or remove them.Meanwhile,
Christ calls His followers to be faithful,
even unto death, as were those 21
brave Coptic Christians last month.

Dr. Jerry Newcombe is a key archivist
of the D. James Kennedy Legacy Library,
a spokesman and cohost of Kennedy
Classics.

COPTIC
continued from page 10

Missouri state lawmakers deserve plau-
dits for pushing expanded speech rights
on college campuses, as
The College Fix has re-
ported.

  Should they return
for an encore, lawmak-
ers might take a gander
at the broad, vague and
sometimes illogical ha-
rassment policies that
remain on the books at
several state universi-
ties.
The rules, which the-

oretically punish ac-
tions as minor as
“offensive jokes” or
commenting on some-
one’s clothing, could
put faculty in the line of
fire as well.
The Columbia Daily

Tribune reported last
month that the Univer-
sity of Missouri Faculty
Council was recently briefed about draft
procedures for “handling cases of profes-
sors being accused of sexual discrimina-
tion under Title IX,” including a “trial-like
hearing” governed by the weak “prepon-

derance of evidence” standard.
And though the University of Mis-

souri’s Title IX coordinator quickly dis-
missed a harassment complaint against a
fraternity member in a Teletubby costume
last summer, the fact that a complaint was
brought at all shows how ambiguous the
policies can be.
For more than four years, the Univer-

sity of Central Missouri has maintained a
convoluted harassment policy that says
subjecting a member of a “protected class
to repeated criticism or verbal abuse but
not doing so to similarly situated non-

class members”
should be consid-
ered a form of ha-
rassment.
Perhaps you can

verbally abuse
someone based on
race or gender, as
long as you do it to
multiple races and
genders?

O t h e r
forms of harass-
ment at the school
include making “of-
fensive jokes,”
“name calling,”
“ridicule” and
“mockery.” The
university even
considers “offensive
objects or pictures”
as forms of harass-
ment.

Theoretically, this could subject profes-
sors to scrutiny for their curricular deci-
sions: Images of fertility statues in an art
or history class could be considered “of-
fensive pictures,” not to mention photo-

graphs of Holocaust survivors in a World
War II class.
In a judicial setting, a person needs

“standing” to bring a claim, but not at
Central Missouri: Its policy states that “the
victim does not have to be the person ha-
rassed, but can be anyone affected by the
offensive conduct.”

  Because the university includes “re-
quests for sexual favors” as sexual harass-
ment, asking someone for sex is
technically only allowed if they say “yes,”
as The Fix has previously noted.
The university did not respond to re-

quests for comments.
The University of Missouri-Columbia

also adheres to a broad and vague harass-
ment policy. Its Equity Office defines sex-

ual harassment as “unwelcome verbal or
physical conduct of a sexual nature,” in-
cluding “leering or ogling” or comment-
ing on someone’s “clothing, appearance or
sexual experience.”
Applied consistently, that would pre-

vent a chastity club from meeting on cam-
pus or even complimenting the way
someone dresses. The code also bans “sug-
gestive or insulting sounds” or “off-color
jokes or obscene gestures.”
The Equity Office, Office of Student

Conduct and Title IX Office did not re-
spond to requests for comment.
Even at Missouri State University,

which promises to judge sexual or other
harassment by the “objective standard of
a reasonable person,” the “reasonable”

standard is notably absent in other poli-
cies.
Its student handbook defines harass-

ment as anything creating a “intimidating,
hostile, or offensive learning, working, or
living environment,” and lists “unwelcome
or inappropriate” jokes or comments as
examples of sexual harassment.

Even declining to act is verboten: “Un-
willingness to train, evaluate, assist or
work with a person” is listed as an example
of sexual harassment.
Is is any wonder that students continue

to sue their universities for selective en-
forcement of inscrutable harassment
codes?

College Fix contributor Matt Lamb is a
student at Loyola University-Chicago. 
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TASK FOR LAWMAKERS: FIX CODES THAT PUNISH ‘JOKES’
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to bring a claim,

but not at Central
Missouri: Its

policy states that
‘the victim does

not have to be the
person harassed,

but can be anyone
affected by the

offensive 
conduct.’”

What does the top song of 2014 tell us?
Pharrell Williams’ ‘Happy’ is the

best-selling single of all time.
In 2013 Pharrell Williams featured

in the disco hit ‘Get Lucky’ by Daft
Punk and wrote and produced Robin
Thicke’s controversial song ‘Blurred
Lines’ which became the biggest selling
songs of the year, both selling over a
million copies.

Williams had composed the
soundtrack to ‘Despicable Me’ in 2010,
so when the sequel was being made in
2013, he was asked to contribute. Of
the three songs he wrote for the sound-
track, ‘Happy’ was the single. The song
was released with very little impact
until a 24-hour music video was made
using people dancing to the song in
different locations around the world.
Then in Williams’ words: “Boom.”

With more than 10 million global
sales, ‘Happy’ is the biggest-selling sin-
gle of all time. It was nominated for an
Academy Award for best original song,
but it was a special year for movie
soundtracks and the award went to ‘Let

it Go’ from Frozen.
‘Happy’ is incredibly infectious,

filled with optimism. The heartbeat of

the song is the celebration of a person:
“It might seem crazy what I’m

about to say Sunshine she’s here, you

can take a break I’m a hot air balloon
that could go to space With the air,
like I don’t care baby by the  way”
The luminous presence of this per-

son makes everything OK – no cir-
cumstance can deflate his mood.

There are moments we taste this
kind of joy in our lives and this song is
gift to help us celebrate these mo-
ments. But those moments of joy are
often fleeting. C S Lewis talked about
joy being a clue to the need we have for
God:

“If I find in myself desires which
nothing in this world can satisfy, the
only logical explanation is that I was
made for another world.”

The moments of joy that we expe-
rience in this life are like a breadcrumb
trail to draw us to God, the one who
promises a joy unspeakable. We are
given confidence by knowing someone
brighter than the sun, whose presence
in our lives enables us to face any situ-
ation. Now that’s something worth
being happy about.

Kris Kandiah is president of  London
School of Theology
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OPKS.  816-942-3272. 
EASTER. Sunrise Service.  Apr. 5, 6:30 a.m.  Morn-
ing Services.  8, 9:15 & 11 a.m.  Colonial Presbyterian
Church, Quivara Campus, 12501 W 137th Street,
OPKS.  816-942-3272. 
EASTER SERVICES.  Sunrise Service.  Apr. 5, 6:30
a.m.  Morning Services.  Apr. 5, 9:15 & 11:00.  Colonial
Presbyterian Church, 9500 Wornall Road, KCMO.
816-942-3272
KCCBS  LIVE AND SILENT AUCTION.  Apr. 11, 5:30
a.m.  Cowen Memorial Auditorium, 7020 W. 74th
Street, OPKS.  Benefits Kansas City College and Bible
School.   
KCCBS Home Run Weekend.  Special guests include
Darryl Motley and Willie Wilson.  $50 includes ad-
missions and dinner.  913-722-0272. 

PASSOVER SEDER WITH MARTY GOETZ. April 5,
5:30-9:30 (seating opens at 5:00 pm). Ritz Charles,
9000 W 137th St., Overland Park, KS 66221. $39 per
person plus a service fee. Sponsored by Or HaOlam
Messianic Congregation. 
ANNUAL BANQUET.April 11. The evening is a cele-
bration of saved lives and a call to action as we part-
ner together to reach more of those at risk for
choosing abortion as an answer to an unplanned
pregnancy. Guest speaker Melissa Ohden. 816-921-
5050.
DISPLAY OF HIS SPLENDOR LUNCHEON.April 15,
11:30 am. The Stanley, 25 SE 3rd St., Lee’s Summit,
MO 64063. Appreciation luncheon for Pastor’s wives
and Women’s Ministry leaders. Sponsored by If Not
For Grace Ministries.
EXTREME YARD RAKEOVER-SPRING EDITION.

April 23rd to May 3rd. We are forming 40 teams of
6-10 people each to tackle spring cleanup for JFS
Help@Home clients. This is a great project for fami-
lies, youth groups or corporate teams. Sponsored by
Jewish Family Services. 913-327-8298. 
THE ART EVENT AT KCC. April 24-25. Kansas City
Christian, 4801 W, 79th St., Prairie Village, KS 66208.
FREE Family Fun Day. April 24th 7:00-10:00 pm &
April 25th 10:00 am-5:00 pm. Artists from around
Kansas City, and beyond, will be exhibiting and selling
original works of art at this unique, intimate show.
Features live jazz from local favorite, The HymNuts,
passed appetizers from Grand St. Café, an espresso
bar, and sweet treats from McLain’s Bakery.

FINE ARTS
THE MIRACULOUS JOURNEY OF EDWARD TU-
LANE.  Through March 1.  Coterie Theatre Crown Cen-
ter, 2450 Grand Blvd., Kansas City, MO  64108.
Edward Tulane is a three-foot tall toy rabbit and de-
spite being much loved, he doesn’t love anyone but
himself. Edward the china rabbit discovers that even
a heart of the most breakable kind can learn to love,
to lose, and to love again. 816-474-6552.
BROADWAY AND BACK.Through March 29. Quality
Hill Playhouse, 303 W. 10th St., Kansas City, MO.
Songs from films that inspired or were inspired by
Broadway musicals take center stage. 816-421-1700.
CARMEN, OR DON’T CRY FOR ME MARTIN CITY.
Through May 3, Saturday Evenings at 7:30 pm & Sun-
day Matinees at 3:30 pm. Martin City Melodrama &
Vaudeville Co., 20238 W. 151st St., Olathe, KS 66061.
$10.99 to $12.99 913-642-7576.
AMERICAN SOLDIER. Through June 21. Nelson-
Atkins Museum of Art, 4525 Oak St., Kansas City, MO
64111. 816-751-1321.

FERRAN ADRIÀ: NOTES ON CREATIVITY; VISU-
ALIZING  THE MIND OF A MASTER CHEF. Through
August 2. Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art, 4525 Oak
St., Kansas City, MO 64111. ElBulli served experimen-
tal cuisine, was only open six months during the year,
and never served the same menu twice. During a
typical 40-course meal, food was often served using
specially designed tableware. 816-751-1321.
SILENT NIGHT. March 1, 2:00 pm. Kauffman Center
for the Performing Arts, 1601 Broadway Blvd.,
Kansas City, MO 64108. Enemies find friendship if
only for one day. Silent Night is a story based on real
events that took place during World War I, when the
Scottish, French and Germans came together in
agreement to ceasefire, truce and brotherhood on
Christmas Eve. 816-471-4933.
WORLD MUSIC CELEBRATION. March 5, 7:30 pm.
Bell Cultural Events Center MidAmerica Nazarene
University, 2030 College Way, Olathe, KS 66062.
FREE. MNU Marimba Ensemble and members of the
Kansas City Youth Percussion Ensemble as guest per-
formers. 913-971-3636
UNDERGROUND. March 6, 7:30 pm. Kauffman Cen-
ter for the Performing Arts, 1601 Broadway, Kansas
City, MO. $72, $35, $20. Presented by Störling Dance
Theater. For tickets call Kauffman Center 816-994-
7222 or www.storlingdance.org. 
SPRING SING CHOIR CONCERT.March 8, 3:30 pm.
Bell Cultural Events Center MidAmerica Nazarene
University, 2030 College Way, Olathe, KS 66062. Tick-
ets are $5. MNU Choirs music on the program will in-
clude sacred music, spirituals, and love songs.
913-971-3636
SONGS ACROSS THE SEA BAND CONCERT.March
12, 7:30 pm. Bell Cultural Events Center MidAmerica
Nazarene University, 2030 College Way, Olathe, KS

66062. FREE Tickets. MNU Band concert is an eclectic
array of works from over the seas, or about the seas.
913-971-3636
THE LITTLE MERMAID. March 12-22, various time
and cast. Goppert Theater Avila University, 11901
Wornall Road, Kansas City, MO 64145.
www.cytkc.org/yearataglance 
CLASSICS UNCORKED: FROM RUSSIA WITH
LOVE. March 18, 7:00 pm. Kauffman Center for the
Performing Arts, 1601 Broadway Blvd., Kansas City,
MO 64108. With its soaring melodies, pulse-pound-
ing rhythms and lush harmonies, Russian music is
the epitome of pure, unbridled emotion. 816-994-
7222.
MARY POPPINS. March 19, 20 & 21, 7:00 pm. Plaza
Heights Christian Academy, 1500 SW Clark Rd., Blue
Springs, MO 64015. Adult tickets $7, student tickets
ages 3-12th grade $5, children 2 and under free. 816-
228-0670.
WHEN NIGHT DREAMS.March 21, 11:00 am & 2:00
pm. Puppetry Art Institute, 11025 E. Winner Rd., In-
dependence, MO 64052. Magical shadow puppetry
brings to life timeless tales of the night from three
countries. 816-833-9777.
THE MERCHANT OF VENICE. March 26, 7:30 pm;
March 27 & 28, 8:00 pm; & March 29, 2:00 pm. John-
son County Community College Polsky Theatre,
12345 College Blvd., Overland Park, KS. 913-327-
8054.
IT’S A WONDERFUL LIFE PLAY. March 28, 6:30 pm.
Grace Family Fellowship, 125 N Armstrong, Pleasant
Hill, MO 64080. $5 pre-order, $6 at door, 3 and under
free. www.crosswayshows.blogspot.com 816-365-
4354.
PETER AND THE STAR CATCHER. March 31-April

CONCERTS
THE FAIR FAMILY-LIVE FROM BRANSON. March
6, 6:00-9:00 pm.  Blue Springs Assembly, 2501 NE
Duncan Road, Blue Springs, MO 64029. $20 per ticket
and includes catered meal from Hy-Vee and live per-
formance. 816-847-0200.
HERE FOR YOU TOUR. March 15, 5:30 pm. Heckart
Performing Arts Center, Smith-Cotton H.S., 2010
Tiger Pride Blvd., Sedalia, MO 65301. The Afters,
Hawk Nelson and Dan Bremnes.
THE ONE I’M RUNNING TO TOUR. March 26, 7:00
pm. Victory Ministry & Sports Complex, 3405 S. Ham-
mons Blvd., Joplin, MO 64804. 7eventh Time Down
and Cloverton.  
LOVE RAN RED TOUR.  March 27, 7:00 pm.  Inde-
pendence Events Center, 19100 East Valley View
Parkway, Independence, MO  64055.  Chris Tomlin,
Tenth Avenue North, and Rend Collective.
JIM BRADY TRIO. March 29, 5:00 pm. First Christian
Church, 2151 S. Jefferson, Kearney, MO. 816-628-5583.
THE COLLINGSWORTH FAMILY. April 10, 7 p.m.
7020 W 74th Street, Overland Park, KS 66204.
KCCBS Home Run Weekend.  $16 - $26.  Kids under 5
free.  913-722-0272.
GAITHER VOCAL BAND.  April. 11, 6 p.m.  First Bap-
tist Raytown, 10500 E. Hwy. 50, Raytown, MO.  816-
353-1994. 

SOUTHERN GOSPEL
(Call for groups)
ALPHA OMEGA CHRISTIAN MUSIC ASSOCIATION
MONTHLY MEETING, PRAYER, DEVOTION,
POTLUCK AND JAM.  FIRST FRIDAY, 7pm.  10035
E. Westport Rd., Indep., MO 64052.  
MO-KAN GOSPEL MUSIC ASSOCIATION
POTLUCK AND JAM.  FOURTH FRIDAY (except for
Nov. & Dec. when we meet on the 3rd Fri.).  Northland
Christian Church, 6120 NE 48th St., KCMO.   913-432-
0359.
PENTECOSTAL TABERNACLE CHURCH, SECOND
SATURDAY, 6pm.  341 S. 72nd St., Kansas City, KS
66111.  Praise and Worship songs of Zion.  913-334-
1009.
CGMA NW MO CHAPTER MEETING, GOSPEL
MUSIC AND POTLUCK.  SECOND SATURDAY.
Faith Assembly of God Church, South 13 Hwy, Polo,
MO.  Travel North on I-35 North, go North of Liberty
to the Polo/Lathrop Exit.  Turn right onto 116 Hwy.
Go 12 miles to 13 Hwy.  Turn left and go ¼ mile.  peg-
cla@msn.com.
MOMENT OF TRUTH BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH.
THIRD SATURDAY in January, May, September &
October, 7pm.  310 Randolph Rd, Claycomo, MO.
Gospel music sing.  816-452-4426.
RADIANT LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD.  LAST SUN-
DAY, 6:30 p.m.  Hwy. 33, Kearney, MO.  Open mike.
Gospel sing.  
GOSPEL JAMBOREE.  SECOND THURSDAY, 7 p.m.
Life Christian Center, 1650 E Langsford Road, Lee’s
Summit, MO.  816-878-4694.   
PARADISE BAPTIST CHURCH.  SECOND SUNDAY,

6 p.m.  Pot luck dinner at 5 p.m.  Paradise Missouri.
816-591-1020.

CLASSES, SEMINARS, 
CONFERENCES
FIVESTARMAN ENGAGE HUDDLE. Saturday
Weekly. Belton Assembly of God Coffee Shop, 613 N.
Scott, Belton, MO 64012. 816-322-0700. 
THE BOOK OF ACTS. March 2- April 11.  Kansas City
College and Bible School, 7016 W 74th St., Overland
Park, KS 66204.  Earn free undergraduate credit
hours (3) at Kansas City College and Bible School by
signing up for our next free class!  913-722-0272.

AVOID PROBATE. March 10, 7:00 pm. Lewis Living
Trust Center, 700 NE Langsford, Lee’s Summit, MO
64063. 816-524-3200.
PREMARITAL COUNSELING WEEKEND SEMI-
NAR. March 13-14. Heart of America Bible College,
7600 Blue Ridge Blvd., Kansas City, MO 64138. Friday
evening 6:00-9:00 pm; Saturday 9:00 am-4:00 pm.
Earn Bible College Credit. Learn how to be a certified
Counselor for those who are looking for Christian
Premarital Counseling. 816-356-6380.
PASTOR’S BRIEFING. March 17, 9:00 am-2:00 pm.
Double Tree Hotel, 2431 North Glenstone Ave, Spring-
field, MO 65803. Takeaways include a FREE copy of
our in-depth Culture Impact Team Training Manual,
a Voter Impact  Toolkit, and many other free tools
and resources you can use, includes a lunch. Spon-
sored by Family Research Council. 1-800-225-4008.
GOOD NEWS CINFERENCE.March 17-19. Faith Min-
istries Community Church, 12222 Blue Ridge Blvd.,
Grandview, MO 64030. Speakers include Allen & Jan-
ice Speegle, Dave & Bonnie Duell and more. Life

changing sessions on the goodness of God that leads
to a deeper relationship as you see and experience
the “Good News” of what Jesus has provided for us
all. 816-965-7141.
THE RESTORE CONFERENCE. March 19-22. World
Revival Church, 9900 View High Dr., Kansas City, MO
64134. Come bask in the life-renewing power of wor-
ship, anointed prophecy and the Word of God. Pre-
sented by World Revival Church.
www.worldrevivalchurch.com
DARE 2 SHARE’S 2015 STUDENT CONFERENCE –
THE FEARLESS TOUR. March 20, 6:00 pm doors
open & March 21, 8:00 am doors open.  First Baptist
Church Raytown, 10500 E. State Route 350, Kansas
City, MO  64138.  $55 until 03/06/15, $59 at door.
Speakers: Greg Stier, Zane Black, The Digital Age, Es-
teban Shedd, and Alert312.  1-866-448-0272.  

RECONCILIATION WEEKEND. March 20-22. A re-
treat where abortion wounded women and men will
experience unconditional love, grace and forgive-
ness. Contact Jama at jedlund@infg.org or 816-847-
2911.
AVOID PROBATE. March 26, 7:00 pm. Lewis Living
Trust Center, 700 NE Langsford, Lee’s Summit, MO
64063. 816-524-3200.
A GLORIOUS CHURCH 2015.March 26-29, 9:00 am.
Hilton Garden Inn, 5800 College Blvd., Overland
Park, KS 66211. This 4-day community gathering will
be a biblical exploration of all that Jesus gave Him-
self, and what we can expect via the prophet scrip-
tures that will aid in bringing us forward from today
until that day. 913-345-2661
REGIONAL PRO-LIFE STUDENT CONFERENCE.
March 28. Chaminade College Preparatory School,
425 S. Lindbergh Blvd., St. Louis, MO 63131. Speakers
include Kristan Hawkins, President, Students for Life
of America, David Bereit, Founder & Director, 40
Days for Life, and others. A one-day event providing
education, training, and open discussion with many
of the nation’s pro-life activists. www.prolifecenfer-
ence.com. 
A JOURNEY INTO DEEPER SPIRITUAL, EMO-
TIONAL, & SEXUAL ONENESS. April 8-11. Corner-
stone Church, 301 SE AA Hwy, Blue Springs, MO
64014. loveaftermarriage.org 816-228-1979.
2015 WORLDVIEW CONFERENCE. April 2. Hanni-
bal Lagrange University, Roland Fine Arts Center,
Hannibal, MO. Preserving our Religious Liberties in
a hostile world. 
JR. CHRISTIAN YOUTH IN ACTION TRAINING.
April 27, 7:00-8:30 pm. Kansas City. Local Pre-Train-
ing. Full Training May 1-2 in Warrenton, MO. 12-13 year
old (7th-8th grades). Sponsored by CEF of the Greater
Kansas City Area. 816-358-1138.
CHRISTIAN YOUTH IN ACTION.May 30, 9:00 am-
4:00 pm. Kansas City. Local Pre-Training. Full Training
June 7-20 in Hannibal, MO. 14-18 years old (9th-12th
grades). Sponsored by CEF of the Greater Kansas City
Area. 816-358-1138.
THE MAIN EVENT. July 17-18. First Baptist Church
Raytown, 10500 MO-350, Raytown, MO 64138.
Speakers include Tony Evans, Tommy Bowden, David
Akers, Darrin Patrick and more. 816-353-1994.

SPECIAL CHURCH
EVENTS
CELEBRATE PURIM WITH OR HAOLAM!March 1,
3:00-6:30 pm. Or HaOlam Messianic Congregation,
7029 W 74th St., Overland Park, KS (just east of Met-
calf). 3:00-4:30: Carnival Games, 4:30-5:00: Costume
Parade, 5:00-5:30: The Telling of Purim, 5:30-6:00:
Congregational Rejoicing and Dance, 6:00: Let’s Eat
913-383-8448.
WILLIAM JEWELL COLLEGE HANDBELL CHOIR
CONCERT. March 1, 5:00 pm. Leawood Baptist
Church, 8200 State Line Rd., Leawood, KS 66206.
Free admission, a love offering will be taken at the
concert. 913-649-0100.
OVERLAND CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS FUN FAIR.
March 5, 6:00 pm. Overland Christian Schools, 7401

Metcalf Ave., Overland Park, KS 66204. Enrollment
event featuring free food, giant inflatable’s, school
tours, activities for kids, tuition discounts, drawings,
live music from K-LOVE and an appearance by KC
Royals mascot, Slugger! 913-722-0272.
KINDERGARTEN PREVIEW. March 5, 6:15 pm.
Maranatha Christian Academy, 15000 W. 63rd St.,
Shawnee, KS 66216. For anyone with children going
into kindergarten who are interested in finding out
more about Maranatha Christian Academy. Contact
Mrs. Gingie Watt for kindergarten information. 913-
631-0637 for all inquiries.
INTO THE WOODS AUDITIONS. March 7, 10:30
a.m. Call backs on March 8, 1 p.m. The Culture House,
14808 W 117th Street, Olathe, KS  913-393-3141
PRO-LIFE ACTION DAY 2015. March 10, 9:00 am.
Jefferson City, 1st Floor Rotunda. Selinger Center
9:00 am; 1st Floor Rotunda 10:30 am; 12:00-12:30
Rally.  An opportunity to lobby your legislators for
the passage of the abortion clinic inspection bill and
other important pro-life legislation. 573-635-5110.
COFFEE CONNECT. March 11, 6:30 pm. Nations
Blend Cafe at Int’l House of Prayer University
(IHOPU), 12901 S. US Hwy. 71, Grandview, MO 64030.
An informal gather to exhort, encourage, and engage
with believers from different spheres of influence
through targeted topics, small group discussion, and
prayer ministry. 816-763-0200 ext. 2173.
LOVE’S OUTREACH COMMUNITY FOOD DISTRI-
BUTION. March 14, 10:00-11:00 am. Church on the
Rock Outreach Center, 1700 SW Market St., Lee’s
Summit, MO. Free food for families in need. Valid ID
and proof of residency needed to participate. Visit
colroc.org or call 816-246-7625 for more information.
FUNDRAISER/VARIETY SHOW. March 14, 6:30
pm. Leawood Baptist Church, 83rd and State Line
Rd., Leawood, KS 66206. Come join us for an evening
of family friendly fun as we raise funds to complete
our sound system upgrade by sharing a wide variety
of acts!! There’ll be singing and dancing, stories, and
good clean fun.
DISCOVER MCA. March 26. Maranatha Christian
Academy, 6826 Lackman Road, Shawnee, KS 66217.
It is a time for prospective parents to come and see
the school, and grade. Contact Mr. Mark Schultze 913-
631-0637 for all inquiries. 
LEE’S SUMMIT LARGEST EASTER EGG HUNT &
PAGEANT. March 29, 10:30 am. Lee’s Summit High
School Performing Arts Center, 400 SE Blue Parkway,
Lee’s Summit, MO. There will be thousands and thou-
sands of eggs and candies for the kids to hunt. Before
the big hunt, Church on the Rock will present the
beautiful, illustrated sermon. “The Whip, Hammer
and the Cross”. This drama is complete with period
costumes, theatrical lighting and beautiful music.
Visit cotroc.org for more information.
GOOD FRIDAY TENEBRAE SERVICE. Apr. 3, 6:30.
Colonial Presbyterian Church, 9500 Wornall Road,
KCMO.  816-942-3272. 
GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE. Youth Service. Apr. 3, 5
p.m.  Communion.   Apr. 3, 7 p.m.  Colonial Presbyte-
rian Church, Quivara Campus, 12501 W 137th Street,
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THE RESTORE CONFERENCE. MARCH 19-22. WORLD REVIVAL CHURCH, 9900 VIEW
HIGH DR., KANSAS CITY, MO 64134.
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15. Kauffman Center for the Performing Arts, 1601
Broadway Blvd., Kansas City, MO 64108. A wildly the-
atrical, hilarious and innovative retelling of how a
miserable orphan came to be The Boy Who Never
Grew Up. 816-944-7200.
KC SYMPHONY POPS “SINGING IN THE RAIN”.
April 10-12, 8:00 pm Friday & Saturday; 2:30 pm Sun-
day. Kauffman Center for the Performing Arts, 1601
Broadway Blvd., Kansas City, MO 64108. Get ready
to twirl your umbrella as legendary Hollywood mu-
sical “Singin’ in the Rain” is shown on a huge screen
in Helzberg Hall while your symphony performs the
soundtrack live on stage, transforming your visit into
pure movie magic. 816-471-0400.
LOOK AT THE WORLD. April 26. Nativity of Mary
Parish, Independence, MO. Presented by The Jacomo
Chorale. 816-355-0114.

FAMILY OUTINGS
CATCH ME IF YOU CAN. Through March 15. The
Barn Players, 6219 Martway, Mission, KS. Friday
evenings March 6 and 13 at 7:30 pm. Saturday
evenings March 7 and 14, at 7:30 pm. Sunday mati-
nees March 1, 8, and 15 at 2:00 pm. This high-flying
musical follows the adventures of Frank Abagnale,
Jr., a teenager who ran away from home in search
of the good life. Rated PG. 913-432-9100.
ALL SEWN UP: THE GARMENT INDUSTRY GOES

TO COURT. Through April 30. National Archives at
Kansas City, 400 W. Pershing Rd., Kansas City, MO
64108. This exhibit showcases select cases demon-
strating the variety of lawsuits that have made their
way through the legal system, seeking to provide
Federal protection for the consumer, for the com-

pany, or for the workers. 816-268-8000.
WEDNESDAY EVENINGS SQUARE DANCE LES-
SONS. March 4, 7:00 pm. Countryside Christian
Church, 1601 Nall Ave., Mission, KS. The flying
squares are looking for Youthful, highly energetic
Couples, Singles and Families for fast pace square
dance lessons.  Lessons will last 10 weeks. Dance to
modern music in a smoke free, alcohol free and fam-
ily friendly environment. 816-836-7496.
GREATER KANSAS CITY INTERNATIONAL AUTO
SHOW. March 4-8. Kansas City Convention & Enter-
tainment Facilities, 301 W 13th St., Kansas City, MO
64105.This year’s Auto Show will fill Bartle Hall with
over 500 new cars, trucks, SUV’s, crossovers, and
minivans. Imagine yourself behind the wheel of fuel-
sipping hybrids, the highest end of the luxury market
or rugged, hard-working trucks. You will be im-
pressed with the latest models and technical achieve-
ments from the best of the automotive industry.
PRESENTED BY STÖRLING DANCE THEATER.
March 5 & 6, 9:30 am (school performances); March
6 & 7, 7:30 pm (public performances.  Kauffman Cen-
ter, 1601 Broadway, Kansas City, MO  64108.  816-
994-7200.
OUT OF THE BLUE: MORPHOS IN MARCH. March
7-31, 10:00 am-4:00 pm. Powell Gardens, 1609 NW
US Hwy 50, Kingsville, MO 64061. Admission is
$10/adults, $4/children ages 5-12 and free for Friends
of Powell Gardens. Timed to coincide with spring
breaks across the area, the exhibit also will include
hands-on learning about rainforest and butterfly
conservation both locally and around the world. 816-
697-2600.
SKILLBULIDERS EDUCATION & SUPPORT FOR
WIDOWS, WIDOWERS, AND CAREGIVERS.March
10-May 19, 9:45 am coffee; 10:00 am program. The
Palmer Center, Craft Room, 218A North Pleasant, In-
dependence, MO. Co-Sponsored by Crossroads Hos-
pice, Kansas City Hospice, Independence Parks & Rec.
Call for weekly topics 816-325-6200.
SKILLBULIDERS EDUCATION & SUPPORT FOR
WIDOWS, WIDOWERS, AND CAREGIVERS.March
12-May 21, 9:45 am coffee; 10:00 am program. Tom-
ahawk Ridge Community Center, 11902 Lowell Boule-
vard, Overland Park, KS. Co-Sponsored by Crossroads
Hospice, Kansas City Hospice, and Johnson County
Parks & Rec 50+ Program. Various topics call 913-
642-6410.
28TH ANNUAL SPRING LUNCHEON & FASHION
SHOW. March 14, 12:00-2:00 pm. Bingham-Wag-
goner Estate, 313 W Pacific Ave., Independence, MO.
Tickets $25.00. Enjoy a fun filled afternoon including
lunch served with wine and a preview of the latest
spring fashions from Alissa’s as well as clothing from

the past on loan from Vintage Vogue! This event is a
fundraiser for the continued preservation and pres-
entation of the beautiful Bingham-Waggoner Estate.
816-461-3491.
SKILLBULIDERS EDUCATION & SUPPORT FOR
WIDOWS, WIDOWERS, AND CAREGIVERS.March
20-May 22, 9:30 am coffee; 9:45 am program. Platte
County Resource Center, Board Room, 11724 NW
Plaza Circle, Kansas City, MO 64153. Co-Sponsored
by Platte County Senior Fund, Crossroads Hospice,
Kansas City Hospice, and Northcare Hospice. Call for
topics 816-270-2800.
2015 WATCHMEN ON THE WALL BRIEFING. May
20-22.  Hyatt Regency Capitol Hill, Washington, D.C.
Speaker include: Lt. General (ret.) William Boykin,
Senator Ted Cruz, Ambassador Ron Dermer, Dr.
David Jeremiah, Pastor Greg Laurie, Dr. Erwin Lutzer,
Tony Perkins, and other.  www.frc.org
HBA 2015 SPRING HOME SHOW. March 20-22.
Kansas City Convention & Entertainment Facilities,
301 W 13th St., Kansas City, MO 64105. Homeowners
visit the show for the latest in ideas and inspiration
for their home.
EMINENT DOMAIN EXHIBIT. March 21-May 31.
Kansas City Public Library, Central Library, 14 W 10th
St., Kansas City, MO 64105. Roughly a four-block sec-
tion of Kansas City’s east-side Wendell Phillips neigh-
borhood no longer exists, at least as it once did.
Dozens of homes on nearly 130 parcels of land were
acquired by the city via eminent domain to make
room for a new East Patrol police station and crime

lab. Forty-three households were displaced, some
forcibly. Matt Rahner began documenting the dis-
mantling of this enclave in the predominantly African
American neighborhood in the fall of 2012, photo-
graphing residents and their homes from the time
the houses still stood until they were rubble. 816-701-
3407.
TILL WE MEET AGAIN: THE GREATEST GENERA-
TION IN WAR AND PEACE. April 4-November 1.
Harry S. Truman Library and Museum, 500 West US
Highway 24, Independence, MO 64050. Exhibition
evokes the emotions of the tumultuous year of 1945
through the letters, mementoes, and diaries of Harry
Truman on one hand, and on the other, those of av-
erage Americans. 816-268-8200.

MONTHLY MEETINGS
BUILDING BETTER MOMS. The United Methodist
Church of the Resurrection, 13720 Roe Ave., Lea-
wood, KS.  For local mothers of children in early
childhood, elementary school, middle school, high
school, and for single moms, with both day and
evening meeting times available at the Leawood
campus.  www.cor.org  913-897-0120.
WEEKLY - CHRISTIAN BUSINESS MEN’S COM-
MITTEE meets weekly in various parts of the city.
Call Jim Mathis, 913-269-6709, for time and location. 
WEEKLY – FAITH BASED 12-STEP PROGRAM OF
RECOVERY FROM COMPULSIVE OVEREATNG.
Call Overeater’s Anonymous 913-383-5933 or visit
www.kansascityoa.org for more information and to

access the schedule of various meetings in the metro
area.  
MONTHLY - MISSOURI RIGHT TO LIFE CHAP-
TERS 816-353-4113; KANSANS FOR LIFE CHAP-
TERS 913-268-8486.
2ND  & 4TH SUN. –METRO CITIZEN’S COALITION,
2:30 pm. Trails West Library, 11401 E. 23rd, Independ-
ence, MO. Free. Open to public. Rear parking & en-
trance. 816-781-6394.
3RD SUNDAY.  CANCER SUPPORT GROUP. 6:30-
8:00 pm.  Beacon Free Baptist Church, 10825 E. 79th
Street, Raytown, MO  64138.  Connect with others
who share your journey, you are not alone.  816-353-
7447. 
MONDAY - JOB TERMINATION SUPPORT
GROUP.  7PM.  Christ’s Church, 5500 W, 91st St., (91st
& Nall), OPKS.  If you’ve been laid off or terminated
and are looking for peer support please join us.  We
pray for each other and are doing readings from
“Battlefield of the Mind”.  913-648-2271.
2ND & 4TH MONDAY - MOPS, 9:30 a.m. MOPS.
First Baptist Raytown, 10500 E 350 Highway, Ray-
town, MO  Support groups for mothers of preschool-
aged children.  Offers creative activities, social events
& learning opportunities.  816-353-1994.  
2ND & 4TH MONDAY - JOB LOSS SUPPORT. 9-
10am.  Holy Cross Lutheran Church, 7851 W. 119th
St., OPKS.  913-381-1285.
TUESDAY – FEAR NOT SUPPORT GROUP. 7pm.
New Summit Presbyterian Church, 1800 NE Inde-
pendence Ave., Lee’s Summit, MO.  Christ-Centered
support group for anxiety and depression. Material
based on the Christian 12 Steps; Serenity Prayer also
Anxiety Centre “The Anxiety/Phobia Workbook” by
Edmund Bourne.  
TUESDAY – CELEBRATE RECOVERY. 7pm.  Holy
Cross Lutheran Church, 7851 W. 119th St., OPKS.
Christ centered 12-step program for anyone with ad-
dictions, compulsions, dysfunctional behaviors and
other needs.  Contact Craig Hauser, 913-449-7265.
TUESDAY - HURT, HABIT OR HANG-UP. 7pm.
Holy Cross Lutheran Church, 7851 W. 119th St., OPKS.
913-449-7265.
TUESDAY - CHRISTIAN MUSIC NIGHT. 7 - 9 pm.
Skate World, I-35 & Shawnee Mission Parkway, Mis-
sion, KS.  913-262-0711.  
1ST TUESDAY - CREATION SCIENCE ASSN. FOR
MID-AMERICA, 7 p.m., Westbrooke Church, 9777
Antioch, OPKS.  Nursery available for fee.  “Creation
Safari’s”. www.csama.org for more info. Res. req.
816-618-3610. 

PRO-LIFE ACTION DAY 2015.
JEFFERSON CITY, 9:00 AM
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IT’S A WONDERFUL LIFE PLAY, AT GRACE FAMILY FELLOWSHIP,  125 N. ARMSTRONG, PLEAS-
ANT HILL, MO 64080. $5 PRE-ORDER, $6 AT DOOR, 3 AND UNDER FREE.
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1ST & 3RD TUESDAY. - GRIEFSHARE. 7-8:30pm.
Timothy Lutheran Ministries, 425 NW RD Mize Rd.,
Blue Springs, MO.  816-228-5300. Ends March 3; be-
gins again April 7.
1ST & 3RD TUESDAY.  MOPS & MOMS NEXT.
10am.  Roanoke Baptist Church, 3950 Wyoming St.,
KCMO.  Call or email Bo Price for info.
pastor@roanokebaptist.org or 816-561-4932.
2ND TUESDAY, 6:30 p.m.  MOPS. Emmanuel Bap-
tist Church, 10100 Metcalf Ave., OPKS.  913-649-
0900.
2ND TUESDAY.  EQUIPPING BELIEVERS MID-
WEST. 7:00 pm.  Blue Spring, La Quinta Inn, 3402
NW Jefferson St., Blue Springs, MO  64015.  Free
Prayer for healing and freedom from addition, Free
training to heal the sick, evangelize the lost, set the
oppressed free.  913-488-6749.  
2ND & 4TH TUESDAY.  “WINGS OF HOPE”. Blue
Springs Christian Church, 7920 S. 7 Hwy, Blue
Springs, MO.  A Christian based ministry to provide
support for families grieving loss through miscar-
riage or infant death, because every life matters.
Email:  wingsofhope@bscc.org 816-210-4594.
2ND & 4TH TUESDAY, 9 a.m.  MOPS. Emmanuel
Baptist Church, 10100 Metcalf Ave., OPKS.  913-649-
0900
3RD TUESDAY, 12:00 pm.  LUNCH & LEARN. KC
First Church of Nazarene, 11811 State Line Rd. Kansas
City, MO 64114.  Each  session will focus on a different
geographical area or skill set.  Please bring your own
sack lunch; desserts and beverages will be provided.
816-942-9022.
TUESDAY & THURSDAY, 7:30-11:30AM. Life Perks
Coffee House, inside First Baptist Church, 125 N. Arm-
strong, Pleasant Hill, MO.  816-540-5872.
WEEKLY – LIVING FREE, CHRIST-CENTERED 12
STEP PROGRAM. Every Wednesday, Room 6, 6:30-
8:15.  Abundant Life Baptist Church, 414 SW Persels,
LS, MO.  816-554-8181.
WEEKLY WEDNESDAY – CHRISTIAN BUSINESS
CONNECTIONS NETWORK. 3:00 pm, Gusto! Coffee,
3390 SW Fascination Dr., Lee’s Summit, MO 64081
WEDNESDAY – GRIEFSHARE. 6:30pm.  Summit
Woods Baptist Church, 2501 SE Shenandoah Dr., Lee’s
Summit, MO 64063.  A ministry that assists those
who have suffered loss through the death of a loved
one.  816-525-8215.
WEDNESDAY - BREAK TIME CLUB. 9:30am-
2:30pm.  Timothy Lutheran Church, 425 NW R.D. Mize
Rd., Blue Springs, MO 64014.  Enriching environment
for older adults with mental and/or physical limita-
tion.  $10 donation.  816-228-5300.
WEDNESDAY - AL-ANON FAMILY GROUP.
11:30am-12:30pm.  601 E. Oak St., Pleasant Hill, MO
(please use North basement entrance off Myrtle
Street).  Are you troubled by someone else’s drink-
ing?
WEDNESDAY - 6:30 p.m. – CELEBRATE RECOV-
ERY at First Baptist Raytown, 100500 E. 350 Hwy.,
Raytown, MO. Please enter through the rock en-
trance. Meet in room B-116.  For info call: 816-778-
1156 or www.firstbaptistraytown.com 
WEDNESDAY – CATCH THE FIRE SOAKING
PRAYER CENTER.  7-9pm.  816-804-8283.
WEDNESDAY – DELIVERANCE – BREAKING
CURSES WORKSHOP. First Love Ministries Church,
4747 Hadley St., Overland Park.  7 p.m.  913-403-
9644.  Call Tues. – Fri. after 1 p.m.  
2ND WEDNESDAY – LEE’S SUMMIT WOMEN’S
PRAYER CONNECTION. 9 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.  In a
comfortable setting, we get to know each other bet-
ter and take time to pray (silently or audibly) for our
nation, families, Lee’s Summit Women’s Connection,
and our national organization. Call Millie Mathews
for meeting location: 816-537-9898.
2ND WEDNESDAY  COFFEE CONNECT. 6:30 pm.
IHOPU, 12901 S. US Highway, Grandview, MO 64030.
An informal gathering with believers from different
spheres of influence.  www.ihopekc.org/josephcom-
pany.  
3RD WEDNESDAY - CHRISTIAN BUSINESS CON-
NECTIONS NETWORK. 3pm.  Gusto! Coffee, 3390
SW Fascination Dr., Lee’s Summit, MO 64081.  816-
767-1100.
4TH  WEDNESDAY - SOUTH KANSAS CITY
AGLOW.  9:30 a.m.  Grandview Assembly of God
Church, 12400 Grandview Rd., Grandview, MO.  816-
761-5739.  
LAST WEDNESDAY  CHRISTIAN LEGAL SOCIETY
LUNCHEON.Noon.   Levy & Craig, 1301 Oak, KCMO.
First time guest free.  $10.  816-559-2173.
WEEKLY THURSDAY – CHRISTIAN BUSINESS
CONNECTIONS NETWORK. 11:00 am, Parkside Cof-
fee House (inside Cedar Ridge Christian Church),
8839 Lackman Rd., Lenexa, KS 66219 
THURSDAY.  6-7:30 P.M. DivorceCare and Divorce-
Care4Kids.  Help for those going through or having
gone through divorce.  Timothy Lutheran Church,
425 NW RD Mize Road, Blue Springs, MO.  816-228-
5300.
THURSDAY - HEALING SERVICES. 7 p.m.  Christian

Assembly of God Church, 17310 E 40 Hwy., Independ-
ence, MO.  Spon. by Royal Priesthood Global Min-
istries.  816-220-1914. If you need encouragement or
prayer, you are welcome!
THURSDAY.  PARENTS OF PRODIGALS.  7pm.
Pleasant Valley Baptist Church, I-35 & 291, Liberty,
MO.  Free and open to the community.  Support
group for parents of children of any age who have
strayed from God and/or family.  816-781-5959.
THURSDAY.  DEPRESSION, ANXIETY, BIPOLAR
SUPPORT GROUP. 7pm.  Pleasant Valley Baptist,
1600 N. 291 Hwy, Liberty, MO.  816-781-5959.
THURSDAY.  CELEBRATE RECOVERY MEETING.
7-9pm.  Life Church, 16111 S. Lone Elm Rd., Olathe,
KS  66062.  913-829-7511.  
THURSDAY.  REAL MEN ROCK. 7-8:30pm.  Vine-
yard Church, 9777 Antioch Rd., OPKS.  We will have
a sign with a phone # on the front door if you arrive
after 7pm. www.ourchurch.com/member/r/
REAL_Men_Rock/.  913-636-1862.
THURSDAY.  ENCOUNTER. 7:30 pm.  KC First
Church of the Nazarene, 11811 State Line Rd., Kansas
City, MO 64114.  College students and young adults
meet at KC First Church of the Nazarene for a time
of prayer, reflection, Bible study, and fellowship.  Con-
tact Pastor Audrey Landers for more information at
alanders@kcfc.org.  816-942-9022.
1ST THURSDAY - MOMS IN ACTION. Abundant
Life Baptist Church, Room 1, 414 SW Persles Rd., Lee’s
Summit, MO.  A group of encouraging Moms getting
together to grow and serve Christ.  7-9pm.  albcmom-
sinaction@gmail.com.
1ST THURSDAY -  CITYWIDE PRAYER MOVE-
MENT.  Colonial Presbyterian Church, 9500 Wornall
Rd., KCMO,  7:00 a.m.  816-217-5679.
1ST THURSDAY – HEART OF AMERICA CHRIS-
TIAN WRITERS’ NETWORK (HACWN). Evangel
Temple, 1414 E 103rd St., KCMO.  $3 members, $5
nonmembers.  Evangel Temple-816-942-1414.
1ST & 3RD THURSDAY - NEW HOPE CANCER
SUPPORT GROUP. 6:30-8:30pm.  Liberty Manor
Baptist Church, Birmingham Rd., Liberty, MO.  This
group offers a safe and confidential environment to
share your hope, struggles, and feelings of your can-
cer journey with others who understand.  816-217-
5813.
2ND THURSDAY - FIBROMYALGIA SUPPORT

GROUP MEETINGS.7:00 pm  Countryside Christian
Church, 6101 Nall Ave., Mission, KS. Contact Yvonne
info@fibrocoalition.org or call 913-384-4673.
2ND & 4TH THURSDAY MOPS. 9 a.m. - 11:15 a.m.
(Mothers of Preschoolers) Overland Park First As-
sembly of God, 7700 W 75th Street, OP, KS.  A relaxed
time of fellowship, encouragement, and support for
mothers of children from infants to kindergarten.
Childcare provided.  Brunch served.  RSVP apprec.
913-432-3281 or opagmops@gmail.com
2ND & 4TH THURSDAY - ARCHDIOCESAN
CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP, 7:30 pm at Cure
of Ars,  Vianney Center,  9401 Mission Rd, Leawood.
Fellowship follows. 913-649-2026.
3RD THURSDAY - AFTERCARE PROGRAM, Life
Group meetings.  All past participants are encour-
aged to attend for a time of fellowship.  For more in-
formation or if you would like to volunteer to help
please contact Lori, 816-847-2911.  Spon. by If Not
For GRACE Ministries.  Committed to healing after an
abortion.  
3RD THURSDAY - HEALING MASS, Council for
Charismatic Renewal, 7:30 pm, Cure of Ars Church,
Father Burak Room,  9401 Mission Rd, Leawood. 913-
649-2026.
3RD THURSDAY- NKC WOMEN’S CONNECTION.
Maple Woods Community College- Campus Center
Building.  2601 NE Barry Rd, KCMO.  6 p.m.  $10.  Free
Nursery.  By Reservation Only.  Call Judy: 816-222-
4493.                                                                                                                                                                                                   
3RD THURSDAY - GLUTEN FREE GROUP. 7pm.
Fireplace Room, Timothy Lutheran Church, 425 NW
R.D. Mize Rd., Blue Springs, MO.  816-228-5300.
3RD THURSDAY – FOOD DISTRIBUTION BY HAR-
VESTER’S. 4:00 pm.  Fort Osage Church of the
Nazarene, 19333 E. 24 Hwy, Independence, MO
64056.  816-796-5879.
4TH THURSDAY - CHRISTIAN BUSINESS CON-
NECTIONS NETWORK. 1:30pm.  Panera Bread,
151st & I-35, 20120 W. 153rd St., Olathe, KS.  913-397-
8383.
LAST THURSDAY - TRANSPLANT SUPPORT
GROUP, 6:30pm.  Osawatomie Wesleyan Church,
406 4th St., Osawatomie, KS.  For anyone who has
had an organ transplant or their family members,
anyone awaiting a transplant, anyone who has been
a donor, or anyone who is the relative a deceased

donor.  913-755-3453.
FRIDAY – CELEBRATE RECOVERY MEETINGS.
7:00 pm.  New Hope Church of the Nazarene, 4330
N. Oak Trafficway, Kansas City, MO 64116.  12 steps
program for all life’s hurts, hang-ups and habits.  
FRIDAY – BIZ2BIZ CONNECT, 8:30am.  City Union
Mission’s Chambers Room, 1100 E. 11th St., KCMO
64106.  Enter through the double glass doors on the
far right.  www.biz2bizconnect.com.  816-474-9380.
FRIDAY - REFORMERS UNANIMOUS, 7PM.  901 E.
23rd St., Indep., MO.  Faith based addictions program
(any and all addictions).  816-252-3268.
FRIDAY -  CELEBRATE RECOVERY, A CHRIST CEN-
TERED RECOVERY MINISTRY. 7 – 9 p.m.  Cross-
roads Christian Church, 5855 Renner Road, Shawnee,
KS.  Childcare prov.  913-669-2088.  
FRIDAY – 6:00 PM. CELEBRATE RECOVERY,First
Baptist Raytown, 10500 E. 350 Hwy., Raytown, MO.
Please enter through the rock entrance. Meet in
room B- 101.   For info. Call 816-778-1156 or www.first-

baptistraytown.com
FRIDAY –  CHRISTIAN MOTORCYCLIST, 7:00 PM.
Leave.  Price Chopper- 7 HWY & Shawnee Mission
PKWY.  Weather permitting.  Ride info line 913-422-
7006.  
2ND FRIDAY – FIBROMYALGIA SUPPORT GROUP
MEETING. 11:30AM-1:00PM.  Hy-Vee, 3504 Clinton
Pkwy, Lawrence, KS.  Spon. by Fibromyalgia Coalition
International.  Contact Rachel
rachelfibro@gmail.com or 785-979-5393, 11am-7pm.  
SATURDAY’S.  GRIEFSHARE MINISTRIES.  10:00 am.
KC First Church of the Nazarene, 11811 State Line Rd,
Kansas City, MO  64114.  If you’ve lost a spouse, child,
family member or friend, you have probably found
that there are not many people who understand the
deep hurt you feel.  Join GriedShare at KC First
Church of the Nazarene for weekly meetings with
other going through loss.  To register, or for informa-
tion, please call the church office at 816-942-9022.
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We've heard a lot about how far be-
hind Americans are in saving for retire-
ment, but we don't often hear many
solutions that the average family can ac-
tually afford. That's how we landed on
a $300 a month figure. It's a challenging
number, since few of us can find an
extra $300 a month without some effort
and sacrifice. But it’s doable, and it's
enough to make a real difference in your
nest egg by retirement.

1. Deal with realities, and
control your emotions
A lot of folks are debating whether or

not they'll ever be able to squeeze any-
thing out of their budgets for retirement
savings. We get it. One of the main rea-
sons people hesitate to save for retire-
ment is that they're focused on meeting
day-to-day obligations.
Christina is a mom of five kids in

Alexandria, Va. Two of her children have
special needs, so she knows what it's like
to be wary of "spending" money on re-
tirement savings. "It's been hard to save
for retirement, because I always feel like
I need to have more money in the bank

since we don't know what's coming with
the kids," she said.
"But I know that if we don't save now,

we won't be able to take care of ourselves
in the future, let alone them, if they need
it," Christina added. So she and her hus-
band have made retirement savings
their priority. They're debt-free, have an
emergency fund and watch expenses
like a hawk. They've also come to the
tough, but correct, decision to save for
their retirement instead of building up
a college fund for their children.
"We feel that the best gift we can give

our children is a strong work ethic, good
money sense and not having to care for

us when we get old," she said.

2. Refine your budget, work 
toward your goal over time
Making up your mind to put retire-

ment savings at the top of your to-do list
is just the first step. Now you actually
have to find the money. Dave Ramsey,
along with many retirement experts,
recommends you invest 15 percent of
your income just for retirement. That
can sound like a huge chunk of cash, es-
pecially if your budget is so tight it
squeaks.
When Katie quit work to stay home

with her kids, her family in Mason City,
Ill., had to learn to live on just one in-
come. After such a drastic cut, they had
to face the fact that they could not afford
to put away 15 percent of her husband's
income for retirement. But they didn't
stop investing just because they couldn't
reach the 15 percent goal.
"We were just doing as much as we

could," Katie explained. "However, each
month we were able to tweak the budget
a little more — stuff like changing his
W-4 and our cell phone package. Now,

we can afford 15 percent for retirement,
contribute to college funds and increase
our fun money!"
Judy from Spring Branch, Texas,

started her retirement savings plan
nearly 20 years ago by contributing just
three percent of her salary. Then, each
year she received a bonus, she diverted
most of it to her 401(k), and every time
she received a raise she put a third of
that into her 401(k), as well.
"It did not take long to max out my

401(k)," Judy said. "At age 51, my hus-
band and I have two kids in college with
the costs completely funded. We are at
the point of severe wealth building, and
our giving has increased significantly. It’s
a great feeling to know that I could retire
at age 60 if I choose.”

3. Let go of past regrets
This is where a lot of people get stuck.

They see saving for retirement as a
mountain that's too large to climb after
a certain point in their lives. They give
up before they even begin.
If you're overwhelmed by the

prospect of building a nest egg at the
eleventh hour, go back to the first step
and separate your realities from your
emotions. One of the best ways to do
that is to get all the facts. Where do you
really stand now, and where could you
be if you started saving with gazelle in-
tensity?

Sponsored by Ramsey Solutions. For
more information, visit www.daveram-
sey.com. 
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How do real people overcome all of  life’s challenges?
DAVE  
RAMSEY
Financial author,
radio host, television
personality

davesays



(WNS)--It takes skill and vision to lift
another predictable, feel-good sports
drama like McFarland, USA beyond lazy
templates and bumper sticker clichés.
Anybody who’s watched Cool Run-

nings or Million Dollar Arm can guess the
plot: A grinchy white coach raises athletes
out of minority underdogs, whose earnest
passion in turn enlarges his gruff heart.
Switch out bobsleds for running shoes,
and Indians for Chicanos, and you have
the storyline for McFarland, USA—a fam-
ily friendly drama (rated PG) that some-
how retains enough authenticity and
originality to inspire, thrill, and melt
hearts.
It’s 1987, and Jim White (Kevin Cost-

ner) has hit a low point. Jim has a gleam-
ing résumé as a football coach, but his

temper burned a mark so black that the
only job he procures is as a low-paid P.E.
and science teacher in McFarland—a
Latino-heavy, economically depressed
farm town in central California. Always on
the lookout, Jim soon notices that some of
his students run pretty darn fast. He re-
cruits seven runners for the town’s first
cross-country team, despite never having
had any cross-country experience. His
goal: snag some state titles, resurrect his
reputation, and hightail it out of McFar-
land.
At least, that’s the initial outsider per-

spective: As Jim first drives past muraled
mercados, almond groves, and brown-
skinned pickers, his wife and two daugh-
ters gape out the window. 
“Dad, please tell me you took the

wrong exit,” pleads his older daughter Julie
(Morgan Saylor), while her sister Jamie
(Elsie Fisher) wonders, “Are we in Mex-
ico?”
Despite the fish-out-of-water mo-

ments, Jim and his family gradually, ten-
tatively, then delightedly dive into their
new community. 
The more they interact with the locals,

the deeper the narrative shifts inward—
until soon, you’re getting an inside-out
perspective of a McFarland picker looking
out wistfully at the seemingly unattainable
American Dream.
At first portrayed as rural farmers, trou-

blemaking teenagers, and lowrider-chas-
ing gangbangers, McFarland takes shape
as fierce-loving mothers and fathers toil-
ing the fields to make ends meet, sons and
daughters torn between duty and dream,
and close-knit, proud neighbors and
friends who help throw a surprise
quinceanera for Jim’s daughter. But in-
stead of ladling syrup, director Niki Caro
dishes the whole enchilada: teen pregnan-
cies, in-and-out-of-jail uncles, street vio-
lence, and kids resigned to a future of
fruit-picking. What most moved Jim
should move the audience too: Many of
his students beat the rooster every morn-
ing to pick cabbages and oranges before
school—and never miss a day of training
while running on five hours of sleep (true
story).
Part of Costner’s magic is that he shines

without seeming to try, as if he was born

to play the tough-on-the-crust, gooey-
cheese-inside mentor. He’s awkward yet
kind when his star runner Thomas (out-
standing performance by Carlos Pratts)
weeps and totters over a bridge, militant
yet jocose during practice as he rides
alongside his team, barking orders on his
daughter’s Barbie bike. 
Yet Costner never outshines his young

supporting cast, several of them first-time
actors recruited straight from McFarland.
These novices are so lovable that you’re
biting your nails for them during races,
even if you’ve already predicted a happy
ending.
The movie has two flaws: Jim’s wife

Cheryl (Maria Bello) is woefully under-
used and forgettable, the only major com-
plaint the real Jim White said he has about
the film. Second: White’s Christian faith,

which he said was a “big, major contribu-
tor” to his work, barely scores a mention,
except for one scene in which after a close
race, all seven McFarland runners kneel to
pray and thank God in Spanish. As White
always told his students—sometimes
using the story of David and Goliath—at-
titude and gratitude can change the whole
game.
  Intentionally or not, by developing its

story around humanized individuals, Mc-
Farland, USA  provokes empathy for ille-
gal immigration without pounding
political or moral statements. Hollywood
is infamous for attempting to sway public
opinion on major issues of the day. Its
characters are no Cesar Chavez, but their
stories are effective in stirring public reac-
tion whether one regards it as propaganda
or just a feel-good movie.
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While this certainly isn’t the case
with all modern worship artists, we’ve
officially reached a point where so
many praise albums have a strikingly
similar sound.
It’s not the declarations of God’s

goodness, mercy and grace that have
grown stale, mind you. But there’s a
particular accompaniment, a comfort

zone, really—reverent but safe, con-
gregational and equally radio-
friendly—that has plagued so many
recent projects. In short, so much of
the creative imagination is lost in the
mix.
Thankfully, there are albums, like

worship leader Laura Hackett Park’s
sophomore breakthrough, that stray
from the predictable norm. Teaming

entertainment
by Sophie Lee MCFARLAND, U.S.A.

STARS:Kevin Costner, Ramiro Ro-
driguez, Carlos Pratts, Johnny Ortiz,
Rafael Martinez, Hector Duran, Sergio
Avelar, Michael Aguero, Diana Maria
DIRECTOR:Nick Caro 
RATED: PG

film411

McFARLAND, USA TAKES A FAMILIAR
MOVIE FORMULA AND MAKES IT SHINE

MOVIES, BOOKS, MUSIC & MORE!

Laura Hackett Park’s new
album is a breakthrough

See MUSIC page 21

by Christa Banister

95.3 FM  
www.Praise95FM.com



Amid snow flurries in the nation’s
capital, construction on the world’s first
museum devoted solely to the Bible
ramped up last month as demolition
began on the site near Capitol Hill.

“It’s an exciting day for us,” said Steve
Green, president of the craft store chain
Hobby Lobby, who birthed the idea for
the museum. “It’s been a dream, and it’s
becoming a reality.”

The Museum of the Bible is a $400
million project scheduled for comple-
tion in 2017 and will feature the Green
Collection, one of the world’s largest
private compilations of biblical texts and
artifacts. In February, organizers un-

veiled floor designs and electronic ren-
derings of the building, which will in-
clude five permanent floor exhibits
focused on the impact, narrative, and
history of the Bible, long-term interna-
tional libraries, and long-term interna-
tional museum galleries.

Cary Summers, the museum’s presi-
dent, said the facility will have regular
loan rotations from other libraries, so “if
you went to the museum every single
month, you’d literally see something
new every time.” 
He compared the building’s size to

the National Museum of the American
Indian and the coming National Mu-
seum of African-American History and
Culture, only in an eight-floor format.

Clark Construction and Smith
Group JJR—firms responsible for mul-
tiple Smithsonian museums and the
White House visitor’s center renova-
tion—will oversee the transformation
of what was once a historic refrigeration
warehouse and interior design show-

case. 
Firms that have managed such proj-

ects as the U.S. Holocaust Memorial
Museum and Disney’s Hollywood Stu-
dio in Orlando will handle individual
floor designs.

“They gave us no rules except for
one, and that was to create the best mu-
seum in the world,” said Brian Flegel, the
museum’s project director and senior
vice president of Clark Construction.
Green, who began acquiring items in

2009, has swiftly amassed more than
44,000 pieces, including such rare items
as Dead Sea Scrolls fragments and the
earliest known Jewish prayer book. He
told reporters his goal is to further
scholarly understanding of the Bible
and encourage individuals from all
walks of life to engage with the book,
not necessarily to convert them to
Christianity.

“Our family has had a love for the
Bible that has been passed down for
generations,” Green said, adding that he

believes the Bible is God-inspired. “We
would like to invite all people to come
and learn about the book that’s im-
pacted our world.”

The Green Collection has traveled to
five U.S. cities, including Springfield,
Mo., and three countries: Cuba, Israel,
and the Vatican, where visitors from
some 100 nations have viewed the arti-
facts. Green said there are “always holes
in any collection” and he will continue
to look for opportunities to fill them.

Organizers selected Washington,
D.C., over Dallas and New York City be-
cause “it’s the museum capital of the
world,” but they said the experience will

include more than static historical
pieces. The museum will be an interac-
tive, state-of-the-art facility, complete
with a 200-foot LED ceiling, a cafe serv-
ing foods of the Bible, and a rooftop bib-
lical garden featuring panoramic views
of the National Mall and the U.S. Capi-
tol. It also will have a ballroom and a
theater.

Summers said the museum will have
a small admission fee, but the exact
amount has not been determined. The
430,000-square-foot structure is a three-
minute walk south of the popular Na-
tional Air and Space Museum on the
National Mall.
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Demolition (above left) of an old warehouse began last month. The new
museum, (right) will be one of the most spectacular in the nation.

Celebrate Dairy Queen’s 75th Anniversary
with a FREE cone!

Monday, March 16 – FREE small vanilla cone all day.
Good at all 3 locations. Limit one per person.

1900 SW 7 Hwy in Blue Springs
(1/2 miles south of 40 Hwy)  228-1711

14420 E. 40 Hwy
(Noland Rd. in Independence) 478-8060

Dairy Queen

Family
Owned &
Operated!

11904 Shawnee Mission Parkway, Shawnee, KS  
Ph. 913-962-5151.  Come see us! 

A new museum of Biblical proportions
Construction on the

430,000-square-
foot Museum of the
Bible gets underway

by J.C. Derrick

(WNS)--Trip Lee has made a career
out of turning people’s expectations on
their heads. The hip-hop artist loves to
challenge stereotypes, both from inside
and outside the church, about what a
Christian should look like.

“The gospel is the power of God for
salvation for all who believe, not just
old, black grandmothers or not just
old, white Republican guys,” Lee said.
“I love being an example, that, hey, I’m
young, I’m a rapper, and the gospel is
the power of God for salvation even for
me.”

Lee is also an author, whose new
book, Rise: Get up and Live in God’s
Great Story, inspired his latest hip-hop
album.
“I thought about the book idea first

… and used the album then to cele-
brate those themes and explore them
in different ways,” he said.

Authors such as J.I. Packer inspired
Lee when he was in his teens. He said
he hopes Rise will change people’s per-
spectives, as well. He wants to encour-
age teens and young adults to rise
above the low expectations society
has for them.

“We can assume, ok, I’m a be-
liever in Jesus, but since I’m in
this stage of life, I’m waiting until the
next stage of life before I’m really re-
sponsible for these types of things,” Lee
said. “And what I’m trying to say in
the book, in large part, is, no. That is
not true. That is not the way God
thinks of His people. There is no class
of people of God not called to glorify
Him in every area of their lives.”

Lee sees a number of stum-
bling blocks to getting up
and living for God now,

Rapper Trip Lee calls youth to raise expectations

See TRIPP page 22



(WNS)--No single event brought down
Seattle’s Mars Hill Church and its celebrity
pastor, Mark Driscoll. However, the reve-
lation that Driscoll and the church used
nearly $250,000 in church funds to buy
one of Driscoll’s books onto The New
York Times bestseller list was a key factor.

Gaming The New York Times bestseller
list is not illegal, but Justin Taylor at Cross-
way Books called the practice “dishonor-
ing to the Lord.” Dan Busby, president of
the Evangelical Council for Financial Ac-
countability (ECFA) , calls it “unethical,”
and ECFA adopted a rule against mem-
bers in good standing engaging in it. Rick
Christian, a literary agent who founded
Alive Communications in 1989, calls such
practices “outright fraud” and says, “Let’s
quit sugar-coating bad practices, quit
looking the other way, quit justifying com-
plicit involvement because others are
doing it.” He calls for rules of conduct
“every agent, publisher, agency, church,
and ministry should sign off on.”

Pastor and author David Jeremiah
seems to disagree. According to former
employee George Hale, Jeremiah’s min-
istry, Turning Point, purchased copies of
at least three of Jeremiah’s books to push
them onto The New York Times bestseller
list. WORLD asked Jeremiah about his

book marketing prac-
tices in an interview
last year. He was
vague on the
specifics but did say:
“You can’t just
write a book and
say I’m not going
to have anything
to do with marketing. If you
don’t care enough about it to try and fig-
ure out how to get it in the hands of other
people, nobody else is going to, either.” In
the acknowledgments section of his 2012
book God Loves You, Jeremiah even cred-
its the man who got Driscoll in so much
trouble—the president of Result Source,
Kevin Small—as the “genius behind the
plan.”

Marketing has certainly been successful
for Jeremiah and Turning Point. The min-
istry has doubled in size since 2007, at a
time when—because of the Great Reces-
sion—many Christian ministries have
struggled to maintain their donor bases
and break even. 
In 2012, the ministry took in about $40

million.

Hale, who was chief financial officer of
Turning Point Ministries from July 2007
to January 2010, says the growth was the
result of many changes in the ministry, but
he says it coincided with the beginning of
the book-buying plan. Hale said each time
Jeremiah released a book, Turning Point
radio and television programs promoted
it, promising a free copy for a donation.

This is standard fare for Christian
radio. But, according to Hale, Jer-
emiah and Turning Point bought at
least some of the books not at
wholesale prices directly from the
publisher, but at full retail prices from
bookstores.
Hale says he became aware of the

book-buying scheme “shortly after I got
to Turning Point in July of 2007. David
and his son [David Michael Jeremiah,
now Turning Point’s chief operating offi-
cer and a member of the board] told me
we needed to buy a bunch of books. They
asked me to use my personal American
Express card. When I asked them how
much, they said about a quarter of a mil-
lion dollars’ worth.” Hale says he told them
he would not put that much on his card
without prepayment.

On Oct. 4, 2007, Turning Point made
two payments of $99,999.99 each to
George Hale’s credit card, both via wire
transfer. (Hale has provided WORLD with
copies of his American Express statement
showing the payments.) Hale says after he
was sure the money had cleared and
American Express had credited his ac-
count, he OK’d the ministry’s two online
purchases using his American Express
card at BarnesAndNoble.com: one for
$113,038.40 and another for $141,298.00.
(Hale’s American Express statement also
shows these purchases.)

On Oct. 29, 2007, Turning Point made
another payment to Hale’s American Ex-
press account of $50,000. Hale said that
even though he cooperated with these
transactions, he was uncomfortable with
them; but he does say one of the effects
was to “cause secular stores to stock and
sell the books.”

WORLD placed dozens of calls to
David Jeremiah and other members of the
Turning Point staff to confirm Hale’s ver-
sion of events and to give Jeremiah the op-
portunity to explain his version of events.
None of these calls was returned.

Tyndale House Publishers lists David
Jeremiah as one of its authors. Todd
Starowitz, the director of public relations
at Tyndale, refused to answer specific
questions, but he did issue this statement:
“Tyndale House Publishers does not con-
tract with anyone or any agency who at-
tempts to manipulate best seller lists.”

Jeremiah’s Turning Point Ministries
“voluntarily resigned” its membership in
the Evangelical Council for Financial Ac-
countability on Jan. 31, 2010. ECFA’s
Busby said the organization has a policy of
not giving reasons for an organization’s
resignation, but Hale said the book-buy-
ing scheme was the key reason for the res-
ignation from ECFA membership.

Hale added, “I very much admire
David Jeremiah and believe him to be one
of the best Bible teachers in the world
today. … I believe that David is blessed and
chosen by God for this purpose.” But he
believes Turning Point’s book-buying
practice is “deceptive and unethical.”

Is David Jeremiah 
another gifted pastor
who has used a dubi-
ous method to pro-

mote books?
by Warren Cole Smith

Jesus is a hot commodity. At least
three networks — CNN, National Geo-
graphic and NBC — are banking on
Christians tuning in during the holy sea-
son of Lent and on Easter Sunday to
watch their varied presentations on the
Son of God.

"FINDING JESUS"
First on deck is CNN's original series,

"Finding Jesus: Faith, Fact, Forgery,"
scheduled to air Sunday, March 1 at 8
p.m. Central.
As explained by CNN: Loved and

worshipped by billions, Jesus of
Nazareth is, unquestionably, the most fa-
mous person of the last 2,000 years. His
influence on culture, politics, education
and literature continues to this day. But
he left no physical trace. Or did he?
That's the question at the forefront of
"Finding Jesus: Faith, Fact, Forgery."
The series features the latest scientific

and archaeological research along with
a first-class panel of contributors who
will provide expert commentary and in-
vestigate the authenticity of six objects
which could shed new light on Jesus.
What are those six objects the CNN

program promises to explore? Accord-

ing to the book behind the series, Find-
ing Jesus: Faith. Fact. Forgery.: Six Holy
Objects That Tell the Remarkable Story
of the Gospels, those key items include
the supposed remains of John the Bap-
tist. The baptizer's remains were report-
edly found amid the ruins of a Bulgarian
church in 2010.
Another item to be explored, judging

by the contents of the book Finding
Jesus, is the burial box that would have
allegedly contained the bones of one of
Jesus' siblings. On one side of the os-
suary, revealed in 2002 to be in the pos-
session of an Israeli man, is the
inscription "James, son of Joseph,
brother of Jesus."
"Finding Jesus" in February for Or-

thodox Christians, and the multi-part
series will air six one-hour episodes
through Easter Sunday, April 5.

Networks vie for Christian
viewers during Holy Days

TVSPOTLIGHT
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'Finding Jesus,' 'Killing
Jesus' TV Abounds

(Clockwise) Jesus (Adam Bond),
Jesus (Juan Pablo Di Pace), and
Jesus (Haaz Sleiman).

See TV page 22

BUYING SPOT ON BESTSELLER LIST QUESTIONED
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March blows in like a lion when Chris
Tomlin comes to Kansas City with the
Love Ran Red Tour, featuring Tenth Av-
enue North and the Rend Collective.  Love
Ran Red is scheduled for March 27, 7 p.m.
at the Independence Events Center.

The highly anticipated night of wor-
ship will feature new songs from Tomlin’s
new release, Love Ran Red album along
with an array of hits from the past.  With
nine albums, 12 No. 1 radio singles, a
GRAMMY Award and eight additional
nominations, three Billboard Music
Awards, 21 Dove Awards, a platinum and
four gold albums to his credit, Chris Tom-
lin is among the most well-known and in-
fluential artists in contemporary Christian
music. Referred to by Time magazine as
“most likely the most often sung artist
anywhere,” Tomlin also has 15 of the Top
100 CCLI songs, with 4 of them being in
the top 10.
April showers will bring to Kansas City

the Gaither Vocal Band on April 11 at First
Baptist of Raytown. April 16 finds four-
time GRAMMY Award-winner Third
Day in Kansas City on his Soul On Fire
Tour. April 16, Third Day will be joining
Kansas City audiences at the Kansas City
Music Hall. Just a short month after the
release of their newest album, Lead Us

Back, the tour includes special guests Ellie
Holcomb (2014 Dove Award Winning
New Artist of the Year) and Peter Furler
(remember him?) at some dates. As of
press time, there were no confirmations
who would be performing with Third
Day in Kansas City.

Soul on Fire is also the first single
from their newest worship album. Lead
Us Back is the first worship album in over
a decade, following Offerings II (2003).
Bassist Tai Anderson says the new album
is more than just a call for fans to worship.
"LEAD US BACK is a call to worship,

not just for our audience but for the band
as well," Anderson said, "We're ready to
feel God's spirit fall afresh on all of us

again. We have a twofold hope in sharing
[the songs]. 
First, that this music will help lead us

as a group back to our original fire and
desire to worship and second, that it will
do the same for our fans who are on the
spiritual journey as well."
The tour will also feature Dove Award

Winning New Artist Ellie Holcomb.
With zero dollars spent on promotion,

they both hit No. 1 on the iTunes Chris-
tian/Gospel charts. As Sure as the Sun
(Full Heart Music) received rave reviews
for the talented singer-songwriter, who
also collaborates with her husband Drew
as part of his band, Drew Holcomb and
The Neighbors. Find out more at www.el-
lieholcomb.com.

A special VIP package will be available
for SOUL ON FIRE TOUR ticket buyers,
including a premium-seat concert ticket
and an after-show VIP experience with
THIRD DAY. 

D.C. 
JEANES 
Metro Voice 
music critic

musicscene

Spring Sprouts Great Concerts!

Chris Tomlin

Third Day

Gaither Vocal Band



up with the celebrated likes of Brown
Bannister (Amy Grant, Third Day) and
Ben Shive (Brandon Heath, Bebo Nor-
man) is always a plus, but aside from
their input, it’s the inventive, span-the-
genres approach on Love Will Have Its
Day that makes it such a welcome
change of pace.

By exploring a much broader range
than she did on her self-titled debut,
Hackett Park’s work offers quiet mo-
ments of contemplation and songs the
Church can sing together—a formida-
ble one-two punch that immediately
draws the listener in.

Perhaps the best example of her inge-
nuity is the opening track “Changes
Everything.” Featuring an array of elec-
tronic programming that’s inviting
without being distracting, the stream-
of-conscious lyrics explore how believ-
ers react to God’s continual presence. 

On one hand, it’s a bit of a haunting

proposition, that He’s always there, but
considering that He’s also a loving heav-
enly father who delights in His creation,
there’s com-
fort in
k n o w i n g
He’s with
you.

L i k e
m a n y
a r t i s t s ,
H a c k e t t
Park also
shines when
d r a w i n g
from her
own life ex-
p e r i en ce .
Whether it’s a tribute to a fellow singer
who’s battled a vocal injury in “Beautiful
Heart,” the testimony of marital com-
mitment through good times and bad
she dedicates to her husband in “Got
Something Going On” or the comfort-
ing, encouraging words of “Lift Up Your
Head” which was inspired by a friend

suffering from chronic pain, the songs
never stray from the source of true
Hope.

What’s also refreshing about
Love Will Have Its Day is that
the singer/songwriter doesn’t
just write about life’s moun-
taintop experiences. These
aren’t just those Sunday morn-
ing sounds where God’s pres-
ence feels abundant, and the
worries of everyday living feel
far away.

With songs like “Anger” and
“King Jesus” Hackett Park lets
down her guard, gets real and
expresses her heartache, long-
ing and world weariness.

Everything isn’t magically all better once
the three minutes are up—and that’s
just one of the many distinguishing
qualities about Love Will Have Its Day.
She always points to God but isn’t afraid
to be human. And that’s what makes her
music such a highlight in a very satu-
rated modern worship scene.
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MUSIC
continued from page 17

March 17-21, is to serve "young girls
in our church and throughout the
community."
"We want every girl to have a prom

experience that she will remember
forever — dressing up, finding the
perfect dress, getting beautiful shoes,
jewelry and handbags," she ex-
plained. "We think every girl deserves
this dream and we make it free so that
ALL girls have the opportunity. No
matter their size — our dresses last
year ranged in sizes from 0-32W."
Upp said that jewelry, handbags,

and shoes will also be available to
girls at the annual prom boutique,
along with dress alterations. "Basic al-
terations are available on site to en-
sure each dress fits properly. Our
volunteers love helping each girl find
their perfect dress. Some donations
are brand new."
Woods Chapel's prom boutique

garnered the attention of local media,
as Fox 4 of Kansas City noted that an
estimated 2,000 girls are expected to
attend the five-day boutique.
"We have a huge selection of beau-

tiful dresses in all sizes, styles, and
colors," Fern Truschke Stuart, Prom
Boutique committee chair, said in a
statement.
"Last year, we gave away more than

2,400 dresses to girls representing
more than 130 different area high
schools."
Regarding the work going into the

boutique, Upp said that they're still

accepting donations and that volun-
teers for the multi-day event are still
needed.
"We have a huge selection of over

3,000 dresses to choose from and do-
nations are still coming into the
church," she continued. 
"Donations include prom/formal

dresses, dress shoes, evening bags and
handbags, costume jewelry, make up
and undergarments."
Combined, both churches expect

to give away more than 4,500 dresses.

DRESSES
continued from page 1

i moreinformation
For more information, call

Woods Chapel at 
816-795-8848. 

Call Central at 816-753-1844

n sidenote
SCHEDULE
Woods Chapel United Methodist
n Tuesday, March 17: 3:00 to 7:00
p.m.
nWednesday, March 18: 3:00 to 7:00
p.m.
nThursday, March 19: 3:00 to 7:00
p.m.
nFriday, March 20: 3:00 to 7:00 p.m.
nSaturday, March 21: 9:00 a.m. to
2:00 p.m.
Central United Methodist Church 
nFriday, March 27: 3:00 to 7:00 p.m.
n Saturday, March 28: 9:00 a.m. to
3:00 p.m.
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MUSIC WORSHIP LEADER. 5 hours
($70) week. Wyandotte County Church.
More information:
larry.s.keller@gmail.com

PIANO LESSONS.  Give your child a gift
of love:  piano lessons.  Experienced
teacher 30 years.  Studio in Raytown.
Call for Valentine special!  816-356-8604

WORSHIP/SONG LEADER needed 1st
Sun of the month for approx 15 min to
lead in old tyme hymns @John Knox Care
facility.  Please call David @ 816-510-3416
or Kim @ 816-358-0020.

DAYCARE. The Sheepfold Daycare pro-
vides summer childcare Monday – Friday

7am-7pm. Limited evening and weekend
slots. Call Dorie at 913-660-3191.
http://thesheepfolddaycare.weebly.com/

FOR SALE Beautiful 4-Bedroom Home
FSBO - $224,900 / 816-830-3782. 509
Fairway Road, Belton, MO, 4 br, 3.5
baths, Family Room with custom enter-
tainment center, kitchenette. www.for-
salebyowner.com

CHRISTIAN COUNSELING SERVICES.
7029 W. 74th St., O.P., KS. For families,
couples and individuals. For appoint-
ment call Dorie 913-660-3191.
http://scofielddorie.wix.com/counseling.

AVAILABLE FOR CHURCH CHILDCARE
References available. Stay at home Mom.
816-322-3345 or 816-769-8593. 

Place your classifed ad with the Metro Voice! Call today: 816.524.4522

Looking For
Work?

Focus Workforces is hiring for
the following  positions in the

KC metro area. 
All shifts available.

Maintenance Mechanic–Up to $16
MIG and TIG Welders – Up to $14
Pickers & Packers – Up to $10.75
Production – Up to $10
Machine Operators – Up to $12

Call us today

913-268-1222
or apply at workatfocus.com

"KILLING JESUS"
  Up next, on March 29 (Palm Sunday), is National Geographic Chan-

nel's "Killing Jesus." The production is based on the bestselling book
written by Fox News' Bill O'Reilly and Martin Dugard. National Geo-
graphic has found successes in television adaptations of O'Reilly and
Dugard's two other books, Killing Kennedy and Killing Lincoln. Those
projects were the two most-watched programs in National Geographic
Channel's history.
  The network says of "Killing Jesus:” It's a story nearly the whole world

knows, with more than 2.2 billion people around the globe following
the teachings and principles of Jesus of Nazareth. But the intimate his-
torical details of his life and the political collusions that led to his brutal
demise bring intriguing context to the familiar story.
This spring, National Geographic Channel's KILLING JESUS … dives

deep inside the historical story of how Jesus' message and preachings led
to his persecution and execution by a group of conspirators who saw
him as a threat to their power.
  The "three-hour television event" airs at 7 p.m. Central in the U.S.,

and will be accessible to viewers in 171 countries and in 45 languages.
"Killing Jesus" will also air in Spanish on Nat Geo Mundo.
There are numerous notable names attached to the project, including

Kelsey Grammer (King Herod the Great), Stephen Moyer (Pontius Pi-
late), Rufus Sewell (Caiaphas), and Executive Producers Ridley Scott and
David W. Zucker.

"A.D.: THE BIBLE CONTINUES"
  Rounding out the trio of upcoming Jesus productions is "A.D.: The

Bible Continues," the latest project from executive producers and hus-
band and wife Mark Burnett and Roma Downey. "A.D." picks up where
2013's multi-part blockbuster TV production "The Bible" left off.
From NBC: The immediate aftermath of Christ's death had a massive

impact on his disciples, his mother, Mary, and key political and religious
leaders of the era, completely altering the entire world in an instant. Be-
ginning at that fateful moment of the Crucifixion and the Resurrection,
"A.D. The Bible Continues" will focus on the disciples who had to go for-
ward and spread the teachings of Christ to a world dominated by political
unrest, and the start of a whole new religion that would dramatically re-
shape the history of the world.
"A.D." premieres April 5, Easter Sunday at 8 p.m. Central.

BANKING ON JESUS
  Christian viewers have shown in recent years that they are more than

willing to tune in, and shell out cash at movie theaters, for projects based
on the Bible.
  History (previously The History Channel) found that out in 2013

when the cable network ran "The Bible" series. The five-part miniseries
brought the network record ratings (more than 100 million viewers
tuned in), was a top-seller across Blu-Ray, DVD and Digital HD formats,
and was nominated for three Primetime Emmy Awards.
Perhaps CNN, National Geographic Channel and NBC will have sim-

ilar successes. But with so many Jesus-related projects premiering in such
a short period of time and on some of their biggest holy days, some
Christians might simply choose to tune out — or turn to any of the clas-
sic Bible-inspired movies that reliably air at this time of the year ("The
Ten Commandments," "King of Kings," "The Greatest Story Ever Told").

TV
continued from page 19

including materialism, idolatry, and sex-
ual impurity. Using the book and his
songs, he hits his audience with a one-
two punch. While the book warns
clearly against pornography and sexual
promiscuity, the album dramatizes the
problem in the song, “All My Love,” with
lyrics that say, “He calls his wife and he’s
repenting in tears / And says he wants to
be committed for years and God hears!”
Rise is hitting bookshelves at a time

when racial tensions are still simmering
from last summer’s events in Ferguson,
Mo., and other racially charged conflicts
around the nation. As a Christian, Lee

hopes to address the root of that divide
with the gospel.
“Politics and laws, at the end of the

day, what they can do is they can protect
people, … but if we are going to see each
other as human beings made in the
image of God, then what really has to
happen is that hearts have to be
changed,” he said.
Some of the most powerful passages

of Lee’s book and album relate to his
personal struggles. The book itself does-
n’t spend a lot of time on racial preju-
dice, but Lee does reveal that he almost
missed his wife because she didn’t share
his skin color.
“I always assumed I’d marry a black

woman. … And I met my wife, and
what happened there was, here’s a

woman who loved God. What I see in
Scripture are the priorities: My wife was
beautiful to me, and she loved God, and
we got along well. When I look in Scrip-
ture [for] what I want in a wife, here she
is, right here,” he said.
He’s also transparent about his chal-

lenges to rise above health problems and
find time to be both a rapper and a pas-
tor.
Like any good storyteller, Lee contin-

ually circles back to the title, Rise, adding
layers of meaning each time. While he
does call readers to rise above low expec-
tations, Lee also speaks theologically
about non-Christians rising from their
spiritual deadness and pointing those
who do not believe to the one who has
already risen.

TRIPP
continued from page 18
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quently and avoiding pornography, mari-
juana use, abortion, and co-habitation.
“If you had to ask for a mixture of things

that overall are correlated with strong Chris-
tian beliefs and strong Christian orthopraxy,
you’d be looking at making sure mom and
dad developed a relationship with their teens,
… that they’re regular participants in a local
church, and they practice home-based, par-
ent-led discipleship,” said Brian Ray, the re-
searcher behind the survey and the president
of the National Home Education Research
Institute in Salem, Ore. “I don’t want to pre-
tend it’s a formula. I’m just saying, statistically,
there’s a pattern.”
The survey was an effort to shed light on a

major problem recognized by evangelicals in
America: Many millennials aren’t staying in
church. Americans aged 30 and under are less
likely to value church attendance than previ-
ous generations, and 59 percent of millennials
who grew up in church
have dropped out at some
point, according to Barna
Group. (Other research
has concluded many mil-
lennials have simply
switched churches, and
that only 18 percent drop
out permanently.)
The new survey results

are preliminary and have
not yet been published in
a peer-reviewed journal.
Ray presented the results
at the Gen2 Conference, a
Christian leadership sum-
mit in Petersburg, Ky., in
late January.
Advertised on Face-

book, websites, blogs, a
large Evangelical church,
and a secular university,
the survey gathered re-
sponses from 9,396 par-
ticipants between 2013
and 2014. Only adults
under the age of 39 who
attended church growing
up were allowed to partic-
ipate. 
While this method of

recruiting study participants is considered
“nonrandom” and may be less accurate than
making random phone calls, for example, re-
searchers sometimes use the method to un-
derstand trends in smaller segments of a large
population.
Most churched millennials who partici-

pated in the survey identified the faith of their
childhood as Protestant or Catholic, although
6 percent said they grew up as Mormons, Je-
hovah’s Witnesses, or something else. As
adults, more than 8 percent now identify
themselves as atheist or agnostic.
A large number of former homeschool

students answered the survey. About 43 per-
cent of respondents said they had been home

educated for seven years or more. Others had
used public, Christian, secular private schools,
or some combination of those. Ray used the
results to compare differences based on edu-
cational background.
For example, the more years a person spent

in public school, the more likely he or she was
later in life to lack Christian faith and behav-
ior, to lack life satisfaction, and to disagree
with parent’s beliefs.
“And these are people who were churched

while growing up,” Ray said.
Compared with those who mainly at-

tended public school, Christian school stu-
dents were 27 percent more likely to have
strong Christian beliefs as adults. Home-
schooled students were nearly three times
more likely than public school students to
have strong Christian beliefs. (For the pur-
pose of the survey, Christian beliefs included
agreeing the Bible is inspired, Jesus is divine,
Jesus rose from the dead, moral absolutes
exist, and God created biological life.)
The survey revealed differing attitudes and

behaviors regarding Chris-
tian sexual ethics. Among
homeschoolers, 16 percent
said they supported same-
sex marriage, while 29 per-
cent of those who attended
Christian school and 33
percent of those who at-
tended public school said
they supported such mar-
riages. Perhaps surpris-
ingly, those who had
attended secular private
school were the most likely
to support same-sex mar-
riage; 46 percent did so.
Churched millennials

who attended public
school were the most likely
to have cohabited with a
sexual partner later in life
(34 percent). Of others, 28
percent of private school
students, 22 percent of
Christian school students,
and 9 percent of home-
school students said they
had engaged in co-habita-
tion.
The online question-

naire also gathered information about an
issue for which little data is available: Sexual
abuse among homeschoolers. The survey
asked, “Were you ever sexually abused before
age 18?” 
Respondents who had spent the majority

of their school years in a public school or
Christian school were more than twice as
likely to answer “yes” than those who had
been homeschooled seven years or more.
The survey asked about corporal punish-

ment during childhood. Those who said their
parents spanked them “under loving control”
were more likely to have strong relationships
with their fathers today and to hold to Chris-
tian beliefs, compared with those who re-
ceived no corporal punishment.

go to once they escape their trafficked
confines. Nationwide, there are less
than 600 beds at residential treatment
facilities in which teen girls can go to
recover, according to the Polaris Proj-
ect.
"There aren't that many more shel-

ter beds in this country now than
there were 10 years ago," says Michael
Bartel, co-founder of FREE Interna-
tional, an Assemblies of God ministry
assisting human trafficking victims.
"Lots of places tried to launch but
couldn't secure funding, while others
opened briefly and then ran out of
money. Sustainability is difficult."
Bartel is determined not to make

the same mistake with FREE Interna-
tional's Oasis Services. FREE Interna-
tional is methodically gearing up to
open an 18-bed shelter in southwest
Missouri. It is poised to become one
of the nation's premier shelters,
where girls who have been commer-
cially sexually abused in Missouri and
southeast Kansas can prepare to tran-
sition safely back into society.
FREE (which stands for find, res-

cue, embrace and empower) Interna-
tional will open Oasis
as a holistic and
restorative aftercare
program specifically
to house girls ages 10
to 18 for as long as
two years.
"We don't want to

be one of those
groups that people
rally around quickly
but doesn't have the
anchor for long-term
sustainability," says
Bartel, who already
receives calls every
week about placing a girl in the safe
house.
FREE International has gained

credibility by actively collaborating
with government agencies, law en-
forcement officers, and churches in
20 states.
The majority of costs to run a shel-

ter involve employee compensation.
Bartel and Brandon Cox, rescue di-
rector for FREE International, are ex-
ploring a variety of avenues to staff
the facility.
"It is possible to create a collabora-

tive structure through mutual parties
that are invested — those who run
the program, counselors, a foster care
network," Bartel says. "We can have
multiple highly competent, proven
successful entities playing a role in
the shelter — kindred-minded min-
istry partners under one umbrella.
We have the right people who under-
stand Kingdom mentality and who
are great servants."
One of the most feasible strategies

to get Oasis open may be to recruit
existing AG U.S. missionaries who
are skilled in areas that are needed,
such as nurses, classroom teachers,
and counselors. AG missionaries
raise their own financial support;

thus the Oasis wouldn't need to gen-
erate a large payroll for around-the-
clock care that will be required.
Bartel and his wife, Denise

founded FREE International in 2007.
The ministry now has 22 team mem-
bers, all of them self-supported. Cox
and his wife, Shayla joined in July
2013 to oversee the aftercare program
for sex-trafficked survivors.
Brandon has a master's degree

from Assemblies of God Theological
Seminary and is a licensed profes-
sional counselor. Shayla, the daughter

of missionaries, and
grew up in El Sal-
vador, received her
master's at AGTS,
and is eager to work
with girls at the shel-
ter.
Brandon Cox

learned about the
long-ago trans-At-
lantic slave trade
when he toured a
slave castle in Ghana.
Outside the tourist
site, pimps offered
girls to him for sex-

ual lease for 30 minutes. When he re-
turned home to Missouri, someone
approached him to buy an 8-year-old
girl - permanently.
"The slave trade is not something

that happened 300 years ago, and it's
not just in West Africa," Cox says. "It's
in my neighborhood."
Oasis will be part of the rescue ini-

tiative of FREE International, with
the goal of restoring girls emotion-
ally, physically and spiritually. The
shelter will have classrooms, a com-
puter lab, exercise room, dining area,
reading area, kitchen, pantry, laundry
area, and an arts and crafts room.
The 13,000-square-foot building is

nearly ready to go, and it's been no
small task getting it built and
equipped. 
David and Betty Cribbs donated

the four-acre property and one-story
shell of a building in 2011. Volunteers
have donated hundreds of hours of
labor to construct interior rooms.
With a brick front exterior, it has the
appearance of a large church build-
ing.
All that's left to be done outside is

landscaping, fencing around the
property, and construction of a
garage. Eventually there will be goats,

chickens and gardens on the site.
Arlene Allen, retired director of AG

Women's Ministries, has continued
to lead fundraising efforts to furnish
the facility, which now is fully ap-
pointed with beds, dressers, tables
and other equipment.
Shelters are costly to perpetuate,

even if donors wind up indirectly
covering most of the staffing costs
through missionary giving. With util-
ities, food, clothing, health and
beauty products, art supplies, medical
and dental costs, and security protec-
tion, Oasis still might cost $750,000 a
year to operate. There are many gov-
ernment regulations involved in get-
ting a shelter up and running for
minors.
"All of this will be provided in the

context of strong spiritual guidance
and working within a local church
community of support," Cox says.
Girls who have been manipulated,

raped, beaten, forced to take drugs,
choked, and repeatedly prostituted
need much nurturing to counteract
the psychological damage inflicted
upon them.
Oasis will be working with foster

care and adoption networks. Some of
the younger girls would be adoptable
if their family of origin is unsafe.
The FBI and National Center for

Missing and Exploited Children esti-
mate between 100,000 and 300,000
children are at risk of being trafficked
for commercial sex annually in the
U.S., nearly all of them runaways and
homeless kids. Within 72 hours of
leaving home, a pimp or trafficker
has approached two-thirds of them.
"If you are a 14-year-old runaway

and living on the streets, you have
very few options for food and shel-
ter," Bartel says.
The number of teens recovered is

tough to determine as well, as not all
escapes and rescues are reported to
government agencies. H o w -
ever, since 2003, the FBI, in conjunc-
tion with the Department of Justice
and NCMEC, reports more than
3,400 children have been set free from
trafficking.
"No one organization has the lone

power to end the tragedy that is
human trafficking," Bartel says. "But
together, working with partnerships
on all levels of society, we can maxi-
mize our effectiveness toward ending
this problem."

MILLENIALS
continued from page 1

“If you had to
ask for a 
mixture of
things that 
overall are 

correlated with
strong 

Christian 
beliefs and
strong 

Christian 
orthopraxy,

you’d be looking
at making sure
mom and dad
developed a 

relationship with
their teens ”

SHELTER
continued from page 1

The Oasis Shelter nears completion

“The slave trade
is not something
that happened
300 years ago,
and it’s not just
in West Africa.

It’s in my 
neighborhood ”
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