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Men from across the region are invited to Kansas
City for worship, humor, and challenging messages
from an amazing group of pastors, leaders, high achiev-
ers - men who have been through the worst and are now
at their best. Organizers say its advice you can't ignore.
Ten speakers in two days promise to positively change the
men’s ministry of thousands of churches.

Lifeway Resource’s The Main Event conference for men
comes to Kansas City
July 17-18 at First
Baptist Church of Ray-
town. 

God is using churches
to move men to be con-
nected, discipled, chal-
lenged and transformed. It
is time to make a decision.
Will you follow Christ? Will you serve
His church? Men are being called to stand
up and declare, "It's Time." 

Scott Mills, who works with Life-
way, says it is the only event where

you'll hear from multiple business leaders, sports personalities, and top-sell-
ing pastors whose biblically sound teaching will encourage you and provide a
men's ministry strategy.

“God is using churches to move men to be connected, discipled, challenged and
transformed. It is time to make a decision,” Mills said.

Speakers include Dr. Tony Evans, Tommy Bowden, David Akers, Darrin Patrick,
Derwin Gray, Tierce Green, Mike Hamilton, Stephen Kendrick, comedian Marty Simp-
son and worship leader Stephen Miller.

Evans has served as the senior pastor of Oak Cliff Bible Fellowship for over 35
years, witnessing its growth from ten people in 1976 to over 9,000 congregants with

IT’S TIME
YOUTHFRONT 

SUPPORTERS TO GO
“OVER THE EDGE”

Fund-raiser will send
rappellers off of 13-story
Overland Park Marriott
On May 9, Youthfront will host Dare to

Drop, its craziest fund-raiser yet, say organ-
izers. The 72-year-old organization, for-
merly known as Kansas City Youth for
Christ, has partnered with Over The Edge,
a special events company specializing in ex-
treme rappelling events to bring this event
to Kansas City. The fundraiser will be held
at the Overland Park Marriott Hotel from
8 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Participants raise $1,000 each to rappel

down the 12.5 stories of the Overland Park
Marriott Hotel located at 10800 Metcalf
Ave.  “Edgers” will start from the roof of the
hotel and rappel approximately 130 feet to
the ground.  
This event has developed momentum

in the Kansas City area, including support
from Mix 93.3’s Morning Show host Teresa
Maxwell who will also “go over the edge”
to support Youthfront. The station has
partnered with Youthfront to help create
awareness of its programs and this event.

Tim Tebow recently provided words of
wisdom to the youth at Sheridan High
School in Sheridan, Wyo. for a K-Life min-
istry event where he opened up about peer
pressure.
Tebow, the 27-year-old former Heisman

Trophy winner-
t u r n ed -ESPN
football analyst,
spoke to the youth
in the K-Life min-
istry, a Christian
interdenomina-
tional ministry for
youth and their
families. Tebow
answered ques-
tions about vari-
ous topics
concerning the
youth.

One of those topics touched on peer
pressure, which Tebow had some unique
insight about. According to the Christian
athlete, giving in to peer pressure puts peo-
ple at risk of being nothing more than av-
erage.

Tim Tebow talks
to youth about 
peer pressure

“If you're
different
you at
least
have a
chance
to be

special.”
Tim Tebow

See YOUTHRFRONT page 22See TIM TEBOW page 23

Women’s conference  | PAGE 2
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Summer Camp Guide

Summer break is a time when countless parents
across the country plan for their children to attend one
of the hundreds of religious camps spread out across
the U.S. Church-sponsored, run or operated camps
can be an incredibly fulfilling and needed experience
for the vast majority of today's children and teens. Be-
fore choosing one for your child, here are a few things
you should consider and questions you should ask:

1. Doctrinal Statement, Beliefs, Values & the
Gospel Message
If the church you currently attend does not operate

or sponsor any summer camps, you will likely find

yourself researching locations on your own. Be certain
you first investigate the camp's doctrinal statements
and denominational beliefs to see that they align
closely with yours. These can typically be found on the
camp's web site. For example, if you attend a Baptist
denomination church, you would likely do well to re-
search Baptist summer camp locations in or near your
immediate city of residence before moving toward
other non-denominational camps. If the camp does
not have a website, or you feel you are still lacking in-
formation, call the direct line.

What to look for in a Christian summer camp

See QUESTIONS page 9

Find Helpful Tips in the Metro Voice Summer Camp Guide: Page 8

See MAIN EVENT page 15

by Dwight Widaman



Kansas City Area moms (and
daughters and sisters and grandmoth-
ers) will have a chance to be minis-
tered to this year at Lynda Randle’s
Woman after God’s Own Heart con-
ference held this year on Mother’s Day
weekend. 
Lynda Randle, well known as a

Gaither Homecoming artist, will fea-
ture singers and speakers well quali-
fied to minister to women in all walks
of life. Besides being a successful min-
ister of music, Randle, creator of the
event, is also a wife and mother of two.
“This event is designed to give

women a chance to be spiritually re-
vived—to recharge their batteries,”
Randle said. “There’s security in
knowing that God loves us uncondi-
tionally.” “My hope is to see women
come together as one to find purpose
and passion for living a vibrant Chris-
tian life.”

Another famous mom, Grammy
nominated Delores “Mom” Winans of

the well-known Winans family of
gospel singers will share the program
with Randle. She is a mother of 10 in-
cluding BeBe and CeCe Winans and a
grandmother of 24.
Gospel singer-songwriter and au-

thor Babbie Mason, who is also a
mother of two and wife of more than
23 years will also be sharing.
Motivational speaker Anne Beiler,

author, mother of two, and founder of
Auntie Anne’s Pretzels (located in 23
countries), will also share her testi-
mony of trials and triumphs. 
The conference will take place Fri-

day, May 8, 6pm and Saturday, May 9,
from 9am to 3pm at College Church
of the Nazarene in Olathe. Tickets are
$50 and are available at LyndaRan-
dle.com. 
For group ticket rates or other in-

foramtion, call 816-792-5353. Schol-
arships are also available.

The American Civil Liberties Union
is protesting a bill that's meant to protect
the rights of religious student groups in
Kansas.
The Kansas Senate passed a bill that

allows college groups to follow their
own religious standards when making
key decisions. 
The state house is now considering

the measure.
The bill says groups should be al-

lowed to select leaders and only allow
new members that comply with their
religious beliefs.
But the ACLU says those groups

should not receive student funds if they
turn away students who don't share
their faith or follow the same religious
teachings.
The funds come from student fees

that all students are required to con-
tribute.
Representatives of Christian student

organizations testified in April before
the Kansas House that they should be
able to set standards for belief and be-
havior without losing campus recogni-
tion and benefits.
Leaders from the Christian groups

Chi Alpha Student Ministries, the
Christian Legal Society, and Intervarsity
Christian Fellowship testified that the
loss of these benefits would make it dif-
ficult for them to continue.
Curtis Cole, Chi Alpha's administra-

tive director, said its chapter at Califor-
nia State University-Stanislaus had been
forced off campus because it refused to
include anti-discriminatory language in
its group constitution. He said other
chapters had received similar ultima-
tums.

Michael Schuttloffel, executive direc-
tor of the Kansas Catholic Conference,
testified that he believes some institu-
tions selectively enforce requirements
on religious groups in order to defund

their activities.
"The sad truth is that universities use

these policies to punish religious stu-
dents whose beliefs they do not like,"
Schuttloffel said.

Lee’s Summit resident Bill Carpenter,
has been named to the board of direc-
tors of the Rainbow Network, a non-
profit serving the poor in Nicaragua.
Started in 1995, the Rainbow Network
works in seven rural regions, including
111 communities where nearly everyone
lives in severe poverty and poor sanitary
conditions. The organization serves over
42,000 people with feeding centers,
healthcare, education, housing, and eco-
nomic development programs. It is sup-
ported by 100 local churches, 17
different denominations, and 1,000 in-
dividual families throughout the US.
  Carpenter grew up in a military

family, living in six states before gradu-
ating in 1973 from the University of
Missouri, Columbia. Carpenter spent 28
years working for AT&T and Sprint in
customer care. His non-profit work in-
cluded leadership roles supporting the
Heart of America United Way.
  A long time member of Woods

Chapel UMC in Lee’s Summit, he is a

past lay leader, district lay leader and part
of Conference Lay Leadership. He has
lead an adult Sunday school class for
over 30 years and has been in Bible
Study Fellowship leadership for 15 years.
Recently, Carpenter and his wife Pam
spent two years in Paraguay, South
America.  
  In a statement, Rainbow Network

said they look forward to working with
Carpenter and believe his work and ded-
ication to Rainbow Network will help
them change and save more lives in rural
Nicaragua.
  For more info visit, 

www.RainbowNetwork.org 
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ACLU targets religious student groups in Kansas

Carpenter named to international board

Micah Kubic,
executive 
director of
the American
Civil Liberties
Union of
Kansas.

Women’s Conference May 8-9
Lynda Randle 

Pam and Bill
Carpenter of

Lee’s Summit
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In Columbia, Mo. recently, U.S. Repre-
sentative Vicky Hartzler visited with Jef-
ferson Middle School students, Principal
Greg Caine, and Columbia, Mo. Public
Schools Nutrition Services Director Laina
Fullum.  Hart-
zler has co-
sponsored a bill
that would re-
duce federal
mandates on
school lunches.
“This is a

problem not
only statewide,
but nation-
wide,” said
Hartzler.  “Kids are not eating the food,
there’s a lot of waste, and it’s costing school
districts a lot of money, and that’s not
good.”
First Lady Michelle Obama has made

the nutrition of school lunch part of her

mission while her husband has been in of-
fice, but Hartzler thinks some of the reg-
ulations Obama has endorsed need to be
adjusted.  Hartzler said the Healthy
Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010 had good
intentions, but the program is not work-
ing. 

If social media
is any indication,
Hartzler is right as
millions of stu-
dents across the
country Tweet,
post on Facebook
or Instagram im-
ages of school
lunches that don’t
seem fit for con-
sumption.

“I think a one-size-fits-all solution
being mandated from Washington doesn’t
work in many areas, and I think it’s playing
very true here that it’s not working in these
new food guidelines for our local schools,”
said Hartzler.  “I want to enable our local

school districts to have more flexibility in
how they serve nutritious foods and I’m
hopeful that will increase the amount of
healthy foods kids will eat ultimately.”
Hartzler said many of the students

brought their own lunch, so she asked
them why.
“One of the reasons was they said it was

the way that the food looked, they didn’t
think it was very appetizing, others had
just been in a habit of doing that for a
while,” said Hartzler. “The principal
brought up a good point in that he thinks
that we should make sure that the kids
want to eat the lunch program and they
want to eat healthy foods and that should
be our goal.”
Provisions in the bill would maintain

sodium requirements and restore whole
grain requirements to 50 percent.
“The regulation to say that basically no

salt in food makes it unpalatable,” said
Hartzler.  “Requiring 100 percent of the
foods to be whole grain doesn’t really
work when you’re talking about macaroni
and cheese that looks brown.”
Hartzler is also concerned about the

mandated calorie cap schools must abide
by and wants to amend the legislation to
allow for more flexibility.  
Hartzler said the 800 calorie limit is not

enough for many junior high and high
school students growing fast or involved
in sports or show choir.
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Locations 
all over the 
KC metro! 

Find yours at: 

“World's Best Plants and Pottery!”

www.kawvalleygreenhouses.com

“If the Old Testament Law was good and holy, then why
were God’s individual laws so bizarre and cruel?”  Do you
have only weak and general answers about “holiness”?
This fresh paperback returns the Law to its ancient cultural

and economic contexts - a great resource for
parents of college students, pastors and leaders.

Introductory Price: $12.95

By Steven A. Scott

DEFENDING MOSES
“Christian Answers to Skeptics’ Claims –
Slavery, Women, and Punishments”

www.DefendingMoses.com 

Congresswoman wants more local control of school lunch

A parent tweeted this photo of her
lunch while visiting her daughter. 

by Missouri News Net Pam Tebow, mother of Heisman
Trophy winner and NFL Quarterback
Tim Tebow, will be the guest speaker
Saturday, May 30 at 7:00 p.m. at the
Ottawa Municipal Auditorium, 301 S.
Hickory Street, Ottawa, Kan.  The
event is free and open to the public;
however, seating is limited. Registra-
tion for tickets to the event is strongly
encouraged at
www.lifecarecenter.org/upcoming-
events. 
  Tebow will be the keynote speaker

for the annual fundraising event for
LifeCare Center, a Franklin County
pregnancy resource center located in
Ottawa since 1993. During the event,
she will share the on-going impact of
her decision not to abort her son. 
  “We are thrilled to have Pam share

her story with the Ottawa commu-
nity,” says LifeCare Director Leah
Wray. 
“Tim is a living example of what

happens when a mom chooses life and
of the potential that every unborn
baby has. LifeCare exists so every baby
in Franklin County has that same
chance at life.”
  Pam and her husband Bob have

been called “homeschool pioneers.”
They began homeschooling in 1982,

when “homeschool” was not yet a
word. All five of their children were
homeschooled from kindergarten
through high school. 
  The notoriety of the Tebow family

increased when their youngest son,
Tim, won the Heisman Trophy follow-
ing his sophomore football season
with the Florida Gators. Because

ESPN aired the
portion of the in-
terview with Pam
that focused on
her refusal to
abort “Timmy”
when she was ad-
vised to do so, she
has been given a
national platform

to encourage the pro-life message. In
2010, Pam and Tim were in a Super
Bowl commercial that celebrated fam-
ily and life, which, according to a
Barna survey, resulted in 5.5 million
people “having cause to rethink their
stand on abortion.”
  Also being featured at the May 30

event is the up and coming contem-
porary Christian recording artists
Eternity Focus.
For more info call 785-242-4500 or

email lcd.lifecare@att.net.

Pam Tebow to speak May 30

PAM TEBOW

Vicky Hartzler at Jefferson
Middle School.



President Obama recently ordered the opening of
the first gender-neutral White House’s restroom in
what is seen as a symbolic step to extend special accom-
modations to the transgender community in the work-
place. As lesbian, gay, bi-sexual and transgender (LGBT)
advocates lose ballot initiatives across the country they
are increasingly turning to the courts to propel their
point of view–and winning.
  The Missouri general assembly has resisted passing

a LGBT discrimination law that would provide LGBT
people with special protections such as their own rest-
rooms in schools, churches and retail establishements.
Like the rest of society, they are currently protected
from discrimination based on religion, age, gender, eth-
nicity and disability. Yet bills sponsored by Stephen
Webber, D-Columbia, in the House, and Joe Keaveny,
D-St. Louis, in the Senate, are being considered by com-
mittees in both chambers. Webber appeared on a Cen-
tral Missouri television station April 12 in an effort to
drum-up support for the bill which has stalled in the
House. 
Keaveny, along with Kyle Piccola, lobbyist for the

Missouri gay rights group PROMO, attempted to do
the same in a lengthy St. Louis Post-Dispatch article,
because the bill is unlikely to make it beyond the
Progress and Development Committee in the Senate.
Both are part of an effort by LGBT advocates hoping to
create favorable momentum in Missouri following
their victory in Indiana where many observers say they,
along with a friendly media, mischaracterized the Reli-
gious Freedom Restoration Act (RFRA) and coerced
Gov. Mike Pence into stripping-out any religious liberty

protection before he eventually
signed a neutered version of the
bill.
  Activists’ attempts to bring

similar pressure on Missouri
lawmakers does not appear to
be working in large part because
a substantial number of law-
maker’s do not feel the Webber
or Keaveny bills provide enough
religious liberty protection.
While churches and organiza-
tions, like the Missouri Baptist
Convention, would be protected, there are doubts as to
whether the bills’ provisions would extend to religious
institutions not connected to a church or to people of
faith who own businesses. The faith community sees

lawmakers acting wisely. In states that have legalized
same-sex marriage, legislatures have taken care to pro-
vide generous protections for people and institutions –
especially ones with religious connections – that con-
scientiously disagree. This is good for civic harmony
and for achieving a long-term position of mutual re-
spect.
Government endangers its own legitimacy and ex-

acerbates social conflict when it seeks to resolve moral-
legal questions on which the country is deeply divided.
Recent public polling is mixed on whether business
owners should be allowed to decline to participate in
same-sex marriages due to their religious beliefs. An
NBC News poll earlier this month found that 48 per-
cent of Americans believe businesses and business own-
ers such as florists, bakers and photographers should
be allowed to refuse to serve a homosexual wedding if

they feel it would violate
their conscience. 
A February poll by the

Associated Press showed
57 percent believing that
in states where same-sex
marriage is legal, business
owners should be allowed
to refuse service if it vio-
lates their faith. It should
be noted that in cases
where business owners re-
fused to service same-sex

marriages, they did so only because of their religious
beliefs. They did not refuse to serve homosexuals in
general.
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Whenever God is about to do something new, He will point people to Himself
through His signs to get their attention. The burning bush in the story with Moses
signaled the beginning of God’s new program. Jesus’s ministry opened with the sign
of turning water into wine. The “Church-Age” started on the day of Pentecost with
the sign of tongues. I fully believe that God has started something new in the United
States with a couple of signs before His actual season kicks into overdrive.

The Lord has been showing us these signs in the form of repetitive cycles since
January 2014. These cycles coincided with specific prayers and communications re-
garding this revival, and we believe they were in no way random occurrences. Hav-
ing been prayerful and seeking the Lord, I would like to present what I have
observed in three segments of ‘CAUSE’ and ‘EFFECT’ cycles. So here we go!
CAUSE: The Lord led me to announce that we were praying that homicides would
go down citywide in Chicago beginning January 1, 2014. To get the message out
we repeatedly ran a television ad during the months of November and December 2013.
EFFECT: On January 1, 2014, the Polar Vortex descended on the United States and much of the U.S.
became a deep freeze all winter. By the way, the term ‘Polar Vortex’ only became well known in 2014
because of its extended occurrence. By the end of January 2014, homicides in Chicagoland had fallen
by 50% compared to January of the previous year. By the end of March homicide totals in Chicagoland
had dropped to their lowest levels not seen since 1958, praise the Lord!
CAUSE: We stopped running tv ads and homicides started creeping back up in the spring. In late June
we started running a tv broadcast that lasted until the end of August. We were telling our tv audience that
God was going to give two signs that summer: (1) Homicides would plummet all summer, and (2) There
was going to be a weather pattern comparable to the Polar Vortex in the U.S. any day after July 1. (By
this time we had had understanding that the Polar Vortex was God's sign).
EFFECT: On July 15, a weather pattern comparable to the Polar Vortex hit the United States. Several
cities experienced record lows. Here is just one example of a quote from an article of August 1, 2014 by
the National Weather Service of Little Rock (ARK): “At many locations… these temperatures made for
the coolest July on record…be it average high…low or monthly temperature. Preliminary indications are
that…statewide…this has been the coldest July since 1967…and quite likely the coldest July on record.”
(http://www.city-data.com/…/2173527-cold-records-july-2014-c…). Bear in mind that Arkansas is a
southern state where warm weather is the norm. Praise the Lord, homicides uncharacteristically fell all
summer in Chicagoland. They are always at their highest during summer, every year. Kansas City did
not have even a single triple digit day all summer in 2014.
CAUSE: We stopped running our tv broadcasts at the end of August. You guessed it; homicides started

going back up again in September. But in December we were back running our tv
ads again. This time around we knew what to expect when those tv ads started air-
ing: the Polar Vortex would be back and homicides would go down. As led by the
Lord, our tv ad stated that the sun, moon, and stars would not be visible in
Chicagoland from January 1 through January 9, 2015, and that there was going to
be snow falling during that time frame. A two-day Healing Crusade would follow on
the 10th and 11th. In all, January 1st through the 11th was blocked on our calendar.
Now watch this:
EFFECT: Temperatures ran above average all of December 2014 in Chicago. But
all of a sudden things changed; the Polar Vortex descended on the U.S. on Decem-
ber 29th and temperatures plunged. On January 3rd 2015, a snow-storm rolled into
Chicago with several inches falling within just a few hours. It snowed every day
thereafter, on and off, until the 11th. In the wee hours of January 12th the Polar Vor-

tex completely receded from the U.S. In fact, there was not another day of snow in Chicagoland for the
rest of January. Therefore, the only snow that fell in Chicagoland in January is what fell within the time
frame the Lord told me it would. We praise the Lord that homicides fell in December as well.

God has appointed these two signs to get the attention of Chicago and the nation that a revival is
about to break out in the U.S.A. This revival will first break out of Chicago, and then will spread to the rest
of the U.S. and eventually to every continent. Unlike the past revivals, this revival will begin with signs. 

Since January 1 2014, the Polar Vortex has descended on the U.S. three times. Each of those times
was directly after we aired our tv ads in Chicagoland.This is the sign God is giving to the nation that He's
about to do something big.

Kansas City metro will experience God's visitation between May 8th and May 14th, 2015. His hand
will be on the city. The sky will be overcast and temperatures will plunge and winter-like weather will de-
scend on Kansas City. This will be His sign that this revival has begun. Johnson County Revival Fellow-
ship would like to invite you to our conference where I will be explaining these signs in detail. "Surely the
Lord GOD will do nothing but He reveals His secret to His servants the prophets" (Amos 3:7).

!!

THE COMING REVIVAL IS FINALLY HERE!

99440011 WWeesstt 8877tthh SStt..,, OOvveerrllaanndd PPaarrkk
77::0000 ppmm ((FFrriiddaayy,, MMaayy 1155));; 33::0000 ppmm
tthhrruu  55::0000 ppmm ((SSaattuurrddaayy,, MMaayy 1166))..

816.220.1914 • Facebook: Royal Priesthood Global Ministries

A PayPal executive is suggesting an al-
ternative system for keeping passwords for
computers and online activities, where de-
vices are injected or embedded into the
body.
The Wall Street Journal reports those

devices could include brain implants and
attachable computers.

Paypal's Jonathan
LeBlanc says new tech-
nology has taken a huge
leap forward to what he
calls true integration
with the human body.
He told the Journal that
thin silicon chips can be
embedded into the skin

for an accurate way to prove your identity.
In a presentation called "Kill All Pass-

words," LeBlanc said that the future of au-
thentication security is "going to get
creepy," InfoWars.com reports.
LeBlanc said PayPal isn't necessarily

thinking about adopting these ideas and
that it will still be some time before all of
this becomes reality.
"I can't speculate as to what PayPal will

do in the future, but we're looking at new
techniques – we do have fingerprint scan-
ning that is being worked on right now –
so we're definitely looking at the identity
field," LeBlanc told the Journal. 

Edible passwords?
'Creepy' future for

cyber security

CARLSON

Mo lawmakers to take on discrimination bills
by DON HINKLE

See LEGISLATION page 22

There are doubts as to
whether the bills’ provi-
sions would extend to 

religious institutions not
connected to a church or to

people of faith who own
businesses.



Guess who is the number one violator
of women’s rights in the world today?  Is-
rael,  violating the rights of Palestinian
women.
At least that is the view of the UN’s top

women’s rights body, the Commission on
the Status of Women (CSW).  CSW ended

its annual spring meeting by condemning
only one of the 193 UN member states for
violating women’s rights – Israel.
Not Syria, where government forces

routinely employ rape and other sexual vi-
olence and torture against women as a tac-
tic of war, where in 2014 the Assad regime
starved, tortured and killed at least 24,000
civilians, and three million people –

mostly women and children – are
refugees. 
In fact, not only is there no possibility

that the UN Commission on the Status of
Women will criticize Iran, Iran is an
elected member of CSW.  Sudan – whose
president has been indicted for genocide
and crimes against humanity – is currently
a CSW Vice-Chair.
Not Saudi Arabia, where women are

physically punished if not wearing com-
pulsory clothing, are almost entirely ex-
cluded from political life, cannot drive,
cannot travel without a male relative, re-
ceive half the inheritance of their brothers,
and where their testimony counts for half
that of a man’s.
Not Sudan, where domestic violence is

not prohibited.  There is no minimum age
for “consensual” sex.  The legal age of mar-
riage for girls is ten. Eighty-eight percent
of women under 50 have undergone fe-
male genital mutilation. And women are
denied equal rights in marriage, inheri-
tance and divorce.
Not Iran, where every woman who reg-

istered as a presidential candidate in the
last election was disqualified.  “Adultery”
is punishable by death by stoning.
Women who fight back against rapists and
kill their attackers are executed. The con-
stitution bars female judges. And women
must obtain the consent of their husbands
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newsbriefs
Bakers cleared of bias for refusing to make Bible cakes

(WNS)--Colorado officials rejected discrimi-
nation claims filed by a man who was refused
service at three bakeries because he requested
cakes that included Bible verses calling homo-
sexuality a sin, according to a decision released
in early April. Critics of the ruling argue it runs
in sharp contrast to a decision in 2014 by the
same agency, which declared a Christian baker
cannot refuse to make a cake for a gay wedding
ceremony.   Bill Jack approached three Denver-
area bakeries last spring and asked for two
cakes, both in the shape of an open Bible. He presented a drawing showing what he wanted
on each: “God hates sin—Psalm 45:7” and “Homosexuality is a detestable sin—Leviticus 18:22”
on one cake; “God loves sinners” and “While we were yet sinners Christ died for us—Romans
5:8” on the other. All three businesses—Azucar Bakery, Le Sensual Bakery, and Gateaux Pas-
tries—refused to make the cakes. Jack filed three claims of discrimination with the Colorado
Civil Rights Division (CCRD).

LifeWay abandons ‘heaven visitation resources’
(WNS)--Heaven’s not for sale, and books recounting people’s journeys there won’t be, ei-

ther—at least not at LifeWay, the bookseller and pub-
lishing house established by the Southern Baptist
Convention (SBC) in 1891. LifeWay’s Marty King told the
Baptist Press “experiential testimonies about heaven
would not be a part of our new direction.” LifeWay
stopped re-ordering the books, called “heaven visitation
resources” in LifeWay’s written statement last summer. The SBC adopted a resolution in June
that cautioned Christians not to get their beliefs about life after death from “the numerous
books and movies purporting to explain or describe the afterlife experience.” Though the res-
olution did not mention LifeWay specifically, King said the SBC’s commitment to “the sufficiency
of biblical revelation and affirming the truth about heaven and hell” informed LifeWay’s de-
liberations about whether to continue carrying the books.

Whose the largest violator of women's rights around the world? 

See ISRAEL page 7

by Anne Bayefsky

NEWS ANALYSIS:  U.N. under fire for critisizing 
Israel, not totalitarian regimes



to work outside the home.
The 2015 CSW resolution on Israel will

repeat, as it does every year, that “the Israeli
occupation remains the major obstacle for
Palestinian women with regard to their
advancement, self-reliance and integration
in the development of their society…” 
Not Palestinian men.  Not religious

edicts and traditions. Not a culture of vi-
olence. Not an educational system steeped
in rejection of peaceful coexistence and of
tolerance. 
  Instead, the fault for a UN statistic like

this one – an average of 17 percent of
Palestinian women are in the labor force
as compared to 70 percent of Palestinian
men – lies with the Jewish scapegoat. 
That fact comes from one of only nine

official documents produced by the UN
for the 2015 annual CSW meeting.  Eight
were procedural or general in nature, and
one was entitled:  “Situation of and assis-
tance to Palestinian women.”
By comparison, there was no report on

Chinese women and girls, half a billion

people without elementary civil and po-
litical rights, who still face the prospect of
forced abortion and sterilization.
There was no report on women in So-

malia, where female genital mutilation is
ubiquitous, sexual violence is rampant,
and women are systematically subordinate
to men.
There was no report on women in

Yemen, where the penal code goes easy on
the killers of women for “immodest” or

“defiant” behavior, there is no minimum
age for “marriage,” and women have no
equal rights to property, employment,
credit, pay, education, or housing.
So who is calling the shots at the Coun-

cil? 
A closer look at its members reveals

human rights luminaries like Qatar – that
bankrolls the terrorist organization

Hamas – along with China, Pakistan, Rus-
sia and Saudi Arabia.
It is impossible to add this all up and

conclude that the UN’s treatment of Israel
is anything but wildly discriminatory. In
the twisted language of UN rights, the
means is the verbiage of equality, while the
end game is prejudice.
The Obama administration has an an-

swer to this dilemma. Vote against the res-
olutions, while paying the fees to run the
bodies that adopt them. Join and legit-
imize the institution, while consoling the
delegitimized that it feels their pain.

–Anne Bayefsky is director of the Touro
Institute on Human Rights and the Holo-
caust.
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As your kids start to grow up, you’ll want to send them to
church camp. There are several reasons that church camp is a
good idea for youngsters, including;

nHelps them develop a sense of independence
nReinforces the idea that faith can be fun
nThey’ll meet new people and improve social skills
nThey’ll get a different prospective on religious and 
cultural issues
In most cases, deciding to send your child to church camp is

easy. The hard part is deciding which camp they should attend.
How Long Does The Camp Last? Look at the number of

days the church camp will be running and decide if that’s going
to be to long for your child to be away from home. Young kids
generally do best at day camps, while kids who have passed their
10th birthday can often happily stay at camp for a week or
more.
What’s the Theme? Talk to the camp director and learn ex-

actly what religious topics your child will be studying while at
church camp. 
Make sure it’s a topic you feel is important and that your

child already has a basic understanding of.
What are the Activities? You should also speak to the camp

director about the planned activities and decide if they will be
a good match for your child. 
For example, kids who don’t like to get dirty and spend time

outdoors probably won’t like a nature bible camp. Kids who

aren’t into music won’t enjoy a musical themed bible camp but
might have a blast at one where they get to make crafts all day.
Active kids will love a church camp that spends a great deal of
time using games to reinforce biblical lessons.
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IN THE
SUMMERTIME
YMCA TROUT LODGE

MEMORIAL WEEKEND
May 22-25

When summer comes, Trout Lodge is the place to be. With 
so many amazing water activities and our year-round 
activities, it’s no wonder families love Trout Lodge. You’ll 
be far away from the ordinary and right in the middle of 
the action! CANNONBALL!! 

troutlodge.org 888-FUN-YMCA

IN THE
SUMMER

ODGEOUT LMCA TRY

ates include lodging, meals R
and many activities!! Kids 5 

and under stay FREE

TIMESUMMER
ODGE

ates include lodging, meals 
and many activities!! Kids 5 

and under stay FREE

christian camp
guide
Tips for choosing the best church camp



Questions you should ask: Will the
Gospel message be presented at, in and
through the camp and its activities? Will
all children, teens and students in atten-
dance have multiple opportunities to ac-
cept Jesus Christ as their personal Lord
and Savior? Will the cross of Christ and
the work He accomplished there be
taught? Will the camp feature several guest
speakers or just one?

2. Worship Music: Styles, Formats

& Message
With today's contemporary worship

music continuing to broaden in musical
style and diversity, you would do well to
investigate this aspect of your selected
camp. It is no secret that the vast majority
of youth students, teens in particular, are
often inspired by their favorite music. For
many, music is as much of a hobby as it is
an emotional release and experience. The
camp may feature a local or nationally
known band and/or worship artist.
Questions to Ask: Is the camp con-

cerned with worshiping Christ through

the venue of music? Will the music pro-
vide an uplifting atmosphere in which my
student will feel free to participate and
worship in a way he/she deems comfort-
able? Will there be an equal balance be-
tween fun and energetic songs and slower,
reflective songs?

3. Recreational Activities
This element is a must for any summer
camp, regardless of denominational back-
ground. Students of all ages need outdoor
recreation time to burn energy and enjoy
spending time with their fellow campers.
The majority of church sponsored and
operated camps typically feature a recre-
ational coordinator and/or director who
will facilitate the games and activities
throughout the duration of the camp. Of-
tentimes games function well when they
reflect the theme of the camp.
As is always the case, safety should be

the primary concern of any and all camp
recreational coordinators. This will vary
depending upon the ages of the children
participating in the games. A game that
may be safe for a sixteen year old may not
be safe for an eight year old. Use wise judg-
ment and when in doubt, forfeit the game
for the safety of the campers.
Questions to Ask: What types of phys-

ical activities and games will my children
be participating in? What are the emer-
gency safety protocols for the camp (i.e.
nurses, first aid, etc.)? Will any of the
games require that my child bring old
and/or worn out clothing? Will any of the
games involve water and require my child
to wear a swimsuit?
Ultimately, the success of selecting a

Christian summer camp for your child
depends on several variables. The afore-
mentioned three are merely the larger of
the variables and are often the most ana-
lyzed among parents. After selecting your
camp, run it through these three criteria
and see where and how it measures up. I
guarantee you will be glad you did.

Except for a few exceptions, summer
camp is for kids, an experience that ends
with high school graduation.
For those who love it, this can be a sud-

den event, but despite having grown up,
those who really love it tend to return to
their old stomping grounds. 
College students, in particular, want to

relive their camp experience after they
turn in term papers and finals: just as
workers, not campers. 
Since college affords a nice summer

break, many people hope to fill their free
time as Christian camp counselors, but
only a few are really qualified.
We all know how integral great coun-

selors are to a great camp experience, so
we’ve identified a handful of qualities we
consider important to the job.

1) Discerning. Camp tends to be a lot
of fun, but that doesn’t guarantee every
personality will mesh well in a cabin. Kids
can put on a good face and feign excite-
ment in a crowd, but Christian camp
counselors need to be able to see how their
campers are honestly fairing. If someone
feels left out, sick or scared, counselors
have to discern those hidden feelings in
order to address them and make campers
feel welcome, better, and more at peace.
2) Empathetic. Even high school cam-

pers can get homesick, and the best Chris-
tian camp counselors will be sensitive to
and understanding about this. Their
counselor should be the primary person
campers trust, and that trust is often built
upon a caring, sensitive spirit. Even if kids
are being irrational, which they often are,

a good counselor will be mature enough
to see past that and care for them regard-
less.
3) Fun. This often defines a camp expe-

rience, so we think it should define our
counselors, too. Empathy and discern-
ment are critical, but camp isn’t just about
sitting around, discussing feelings. It’s
about enjoying the outdoors, making new
friends, experiencing God in a new, excit-
ing way, and just having a good time.
Christian camp counselors should love to
have fun as much as their campers. Excite-
ment and joy are infectious, so the more
fun a counselor can have, the more their
campers will have.
4) Experienced.Especially if they’re at-

tending camp for the first time, kids can
find the whole concept a little daunting. It
might be the first time they’ve been away
from family, their first experience with the
outdoors, or the only time they’ve been
surrounded by so many peers and so few
adults. They look to their Christian camp
counselors for direction and guidance, so
those counselors need to know the process
well themselves. The best tend to be for-
mer campers, but others can learn the
ropes quickly through orientation and ex-
ploring the campgrounds on their own.

5) Respectable. Parents send their kids
to camp for a variety of reasons, but if
they’ve chosen a Christian camp, they’re
probably hoping their kids will grow in
faith. Seeing a young adult, really living his
or her faith, can finally make Jesus become
alive. Christianity can seem like a Sunday
thing to kids, or just what their parents be-

lieve. Christian camp counselors can shat-
ter that notion by being the first young,
cool Christian that kids encounter. That’s
a respectable role. We look for counselors
who are worthy of respect, men and
women who serve as role models and
Christians who really exude the light of
Christ.
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THE QUALITIES OF GREAT CHRISTIAN CAMP COUNSELORS

QUESTIONS
continued from page 1



Blue Ridge Christian
School
Christian Albert 
Claire Avery
Sabrina Broste
Joel De Jong
Mackenzie Doss
Brandon Foster
Brianna Hopper
Marcus Johnson
Nathaniel Johnson
Charles Lenley
Jonathon Miller
Sara Moore
David Moots
Nicolas Poindexter
Eunae Shin
Rachel Wasco
Kameron Williams

Brighton Academy 
Frankie Booth
Madison Corder
Joe Dawdy
Sage Geither

Kayla Kramer
Ethan Moran
Zachary Nason
Sam Olson
Faith Ross
Angie Ruder
Jenna E. Rush
Rachel Sasse
Jared Schmidt
Carissa Zimmer

Faith Christian 
Academy
Daryn Brown
Nickel Craven
Malory Evers
Emma Gautney
Brooke Hayley
Ashlyn Hendrick
Katie Kaufmann
Olivia Langford
Josephine Slump

Grandview Christian
School
Guangli (Owen) He

Jessica Lauren Stiles
James Mickel Ward, Jr
Hongyu (Eric) Zhu

Kansas City Christian
School
Aisha Bailey
Morgan Balentine
Arthur Beck
James Bentley
Bailey Bosworth
Caleb Busch
Jacob Butler
Colleen Carroll
Derrick Cook
Elizabeth Deckert
Alyssa Elliott
Laryn Elliott
Jackson Fields
Cody Friesen
Christian Gamble
Johnny Goodwin
Rumeil Gray
Carson Gunnigle
Eric Hart

Joseph High
Katelyn Holst
Matthew Horner
Anna Isaacson
Victoria James
Jenny Jenkins
Turner Jones
Alex Kartsonis
Gabby Keiffer
Louis Kim
Elizabeth Knoettgen
Savannah Ko
Ellen Lee
Alexandra Luger
Olivia Madderom
Caroline Nichols
Luke Patchen
Samuel Riddle
Brooke Robertson
Thomas Rolston
Holly Spencer
Luke Streeter
JT Trott
William Vander Ark
Theo Young

Libby Lane Academy
John Emery
Owen Kolberg
Shaynee Lafleur
Evan Lohman
Alexis McDaniel
Nathan Nelson
Anna Pankiewicz
Jesse Renfrow
Taylor Whithrow

Lutheran High School
of Kansas City
Wassim Aly
Easton Aspegren
Abigail Benz
Elizabeth Eaton
Matthew Eaton
Rosie Hall
Dylan Hays
Hakim Hemada
Austin Hiler
Desirae Hunt
McKade Ivancic
Alieu Jallow
Joseph Kasselman
Yuki Kawabe
Hope Kunkel
Kylee Lofton
Eric Nuessle
SuHyeon Park
Michael Richardson
Alfredo Ruiz de Chavez
Martha Sanchez
Luke Schneider
Morgan Smith
Aaron Tebbenkamp
Shannon Thomas
Linh Tran
Everett (Gus) Woolsey

Maranatha Christian
Academy
Nicole Lynn Adams
Jack Wesley Allen
Christopher Jon Bergin
Caroline Jlynn Bingham
Jasmine Aubrea Brooks
Michael Jason Brown, Jr
Joseph Paul Bryden
Jace Bryan Burdette
Chloe Ruth Velen Craig
Howard Maxwell Flint
Emily Marie Francis
Alayna Christine Gab-
bert

Morgan Alyssa Grote
Lauren Danielle Harrell
Madeline Jo Hartwick
Hannah Jane Holland
Helen Kathleen Isaac
Yeeun Kim
Trey Christian Lingle
Hope Dianamaria Man-
ning
Luis Eric Matos
Andrew Michael Meyer
Devyn Noelle Moore
Taylor Alexis Morrow
Kayla Marie Raydo
Sabrina Rose Rodriguez
Rylee Eva-Lillian
Schultze-Evans
Katherine Ann Smith
Cassie Lea Stock
Seth Jacob Throckmor-
ton
Carmen Sue Tiffany
Brady Johnson West
JinHo Yoo
Jacob Vincent Zuniga

Midwest Parent 
Educators 
Samuel Beers
Justin Collins
Katelyn Cook
Caitlin Craig
Breanna D. Fox
Adam James Hastings
Emily Ann Hastings
Natalie Hensarling
Corbyn Anthony Jones 
Joshua S. Kawase
Kayla Grace Kramer
Magali Laporte
Benjamin J Lentine
Owen David Mellema
Raquel Molina
Samantha Grace Ragle 
Daniel A. Redford
Denise M. Redford
Michael Volz
Keller Joel White
Kyleigh M. Zoltek

Northland Christian
School
Joshua Alstatt
Laura Leigh Armstrong
Nathaniel Barnett
Josiah Berry

Natalie Berry
Bonar Alexandra
Nichalan Cayton
Brandon Cole
Justine Crisler
Devin Ferguson
Caleb Haney
Cameron Higbe
Wren Martin
Molly McCartney
Jacob McCubbin
Joy Randle
Matthew Rowe
Bailey Sager
Aaron Smith
Blair Strehlow
Emma Testorff
Lauren Wray

Overland Christian
Schools
Mi Bao
Austin Fritz
Jarred Hershberger
Chung Man Kim
Sky Kim
Kyle Le
Daniel Lee
HoJae Lee
Amy Lim
Max Ly
Chris Ngo
Sally Ngo
Chanwoo Park
Lina Pomazniuc
Nguyen Tran
Alex Vu
Ben Walker

Summit Christian
Academy
Alexa Armstrong
Aaron Banks
Max Bryan
David Chi
Alana Cieszykowski
Ben Clarke
Jacquelynn Collins
Andrew DeShon
Kathryn Durham
Joely Gage
Hannah Gibson
Melissa Gordon
Kaytlyn Grindstaff
Grace Gronberg
Olivia Harris

Zach Horn
Savvy Hughes
Mykyla Jones
Logan Kenepaske
Austin Kim
Jessa Kliewer
Jeanne-Marie Knapp
Alynn Li
Michael Lint
Jazmine Matthews
Paige Medlin
Hannah Nielsen
Leah Nigh
Jordan Paul
Anna Pickert
Lawrence Reilly
Madison Sallas
Belle Schooley
Samantha Shoaf
Ben Smith
McKenna Sommers
Darla Thomas
Ericka Wrobbel
Ziewei Xiang
Laura Xu
Zewen Zheng

Tri-City Christian
School
Kailey Deatherage
Tim Gann
Lisa Gardner
Conner Hill
Alli Leiker
Caleb Logan
Victoria McIntosh
Madilynn Powelson
Arrena Ralph
Ashla St. Clair
Jon Van Pelt
Garrett Wiedner

Whitefield Academy
Noah Becker
Jared Black
Becky Buckner
Zoe Carter
Josh Casemier
Krisxan Clark
Sarah Coates
Cara Dunkerley
Leah Guensche
Eilis Olgren
Anna Perry
Hannah Porteous

classical-learning@whitefieldacademy.org

Great Education
you CAN put your �nger on it!
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As graduations take place this month emo-
tions are running high for high school seniors
and college freshman.  On one hand, excitement
and anticipation are off the charts.  On the other
hand, if graduates are leaving home, gaining
tons of independence and responsibility, stress
can built.  It is this combination of mixed feel-
ings.  

Advice for 
Graduates

mythoughts

JEFF 
BAXTER
Author, 
national speaker

See ADVICE next page



Metro Voice––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––metrovoicenews.com n facebook.com/metrovoicenews––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––May 2015 • 11

Given all the high school and college
graduations in the next few weeks I
thought it would help to list the Top 10
Books for Graduates. 
Basically, these are the 10 books I think

would be most helpful to young people
starting out on life. It’s been really tough
to narrow this down, but I’ve tried to
cover theology, money, marriage, voca-
tion, technology, and apologetics.

1. Taking God At His Word: Why the
Bible Is Knowable, Necessary, and
Enough, and What That Means for You
and Me, by Kevin DeYoung.
As the Bible is the foundation of every-

thing, Kevin DeYoung has written a read-
able beginner’s guide to important
questions such as “What is the Bible?”
“How do I interpret it?” etc.

2. The Reason for God, by Tim Keller.
Many young Christians lose faith at

college because they have not been pre-
pared to defend the faith. Keller’s book
will equip students with the basics of
what they need to know about the Chris-
tian worldview and how to respond to it’s
opponents and competitors.
While Keller’s book deals with the big-

ger picture, the broad principles of apolo-
getics, Josh Macdowell’s classic, More
Than a Carpenter, will help students to
answer more specific common questions
about Christianity.

3. Thriving at College: Make Great
Friends, Keep Your Faith, and Get Ready
for the Real World!, by Alex Chediak.
Alex Chediak guides prospective col-

lege students away from their ten most
common mistakes. There’s also a com-
panion volume for parents, Preparing
Your Teens for College: Faith, Friends, Fi-
nances, and Much More
A similar book but narrower in its

scope and more popular in style is How
to Stay Christian in College.

4. The Meaning of Marriage: Facing the
Complexities of Commitment with the
Wisdom of God, by Tim Keller.
Simple yet profound look at marriage

which I wish I’d read 22 years ago. Has the
potential to revolutionize your view and
experience of marriage.
I’d also highly recommend What He

Must Be: …If He Wants to Marry My
Daughter by Voddie Baucham. Keller’s
book deals more with principles whereas
Baucham’s book is more practical. Both
are vital. Although entitled What HE

must be, it’s a good one for female readers
too, so that they know what kind of guy
to look out for.

5. Every Good Endeavor: Connecting
Your Work to God’s Work by Tim Keller.
An excellent foundation to a lifetime

of work that makes me wish I was a
teenager again. Another perfect compan-
ion volume would by God at Work (Re-
design): Your Christian Vocation in All of
Life by Gene Veith.

6. What’s Best Next: How
the Gospel Transforms the
Way You Get Things Done,
by Matt Perman.
A unique book in that it

looks at productivity, time
management, workflow,
and vocation from the
Christian perspective of
good works for the glory of
God. I can’t for the life of
me understand why

schools don’t teach this rather
than physics, chemistry, etc.
Crazy Busy: A (Mercifully)

Short Book about a (Really)
Big Problem by Kevin DeY-
oung could also save graduates
a lot of grief.
Some other excellent pro-

ductivity/organization/time
management books, though
not from a Christian perspec-

tive are: Organizing from the Inside Out:
The Foolproof System For Organizing
Your Home, Your Office and Your Life by
Julie Morgenstern. For much more on
time management, try Morgenstern’s
Time Management from the Inside Out. 

7. The Total Money Makeover: A Proven
Plan for Financial Fitness, by Dave
Ramsey.
How I wish I’d met Dave Ramsey 30

years ago. So, so important for younger
people to learn money
management from the ear-
liest age. If the graduate was
in any way interested in
business, I’d also recom-
mend Ramsey’s Entrelead-
ership: 20 Years of Practical
Business Wisdom from the
Trenches.

8. The Next Story: Life and
Faith after the Digital Ex-

plosion, by Tim Challies.
What teen doesn’t struggle with the

role of technology in their life. Tim Chal-
lies’ book will give you guidance that will
set you up for life. You’ll come back to it
again and again.

9. 18 Words: The most important words
you will ever know, by J. I. Packer.
I’d want any package of ten books for

a graduate to have a general theology
book somewhere. Packer’s is the one I
think best suited to students. 
If the student was more able, I’d rec-

ommend Everyone’s a Theologian by
R.C. Sproul. For a popular introduction
to biblical theology
I can think of none
better than Dan
Phillips’s The
Wor ld-Ti l t ing
Gospel.

10. Why We Love
the Church: In
Praise of Institu-
tions and Organ-
ized Religion, by Kevin DeYoung and
Ted Kluck.
As I know young Christians are very

tempted to church-hop, I’d want them to
read this powerful argument for commit-
ment to a local church. A fine alternative
would be Thabiti’s What Is a Healthy
Church Member?

In my book, Following Jesus into College
and Beyond, I have some quick straight-for-
ward advice at the end of a book packed with
wisdom for the journey.  Here is my quick ad-
vice with longer explanation at the end of the
book and for you today.

1. Listen more than you talk.  There is lots
more to learn.

2. Exercise.  Even if you were active in H.S.,
don't forget to walk, jog, and run for your
health.

3. Draw healthy boundaries.  Think ahead
of time where your moral and ethical bound-
aries are located.

4. Have fun. This seems easy and obvious,
but some leaving H.S. are so intense, they miss
the fun factor.

5. Stay away from drugs.  You don't want
to start down the path of using alcohol and
drugs.

6. Eat healthy.  College cafeterias are a
draw for some universities, but walk what you
eat.

7. Don't abuse your freedom.  Sometimes
graduates find all this freedom like a wide
open ocean ready to swim.  But if not pre-
pared you might drown.  Be wise.

8. Avoid procrastination. Many heading out
the door think they have time tomorrow to get
it done.  Don't wait.

9. Stay involved.  Connect with new real
loving friends.  Join clubs.  Get involved in a
church (even for 2,3 or 4 years).

10. Take Jesus with you.  Last but not least,
this is the most important.  If you know Jesus
as your Savior, don't leave him behind.  Seek
Him.  Love Him.  Know Him. And let
your relationship with Jesus overflow into the
areas already mentioned.

Enjoy the ride!  Life with Jesus is a blast!
You don't have to have it all figured out.  The
rest of your life is ready to be explored with
the God who created you.

n ADVICE
continued from previous page

 

Summit Christian Academy

1500 SW Jefferson  •  Lee’s Summit MO  64081  •  summit-christian-academy.org

Enrolling Now for 2015-2016!

Call 816-525-1480 for more 
information or a personal tour.
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Top 10 books for new grads
by David Murray



CONCERTS
PHIL AND PAM MORGAN.May 5, 7:00 pm. Outpost
Cowboy Church, 33607 Metcalf, Louisburg, KS. 913-956-
9080.
FARM HANDS GOSPEL CONCERT.May 8, 5:00 pm.
De Soto United Methodist Church, 8760 Kill Creek Rd.,
De Soto, KS 66018. The ticket price of $25.00 + $1.87
handling fee may be purchased by credit card via the
church web site: www.desotoumc.org. 913-485-6690.
FOR KING AND COUNTRY.May 13, 7:00 pm. Music
Hall Kansas City, 301 W 13th St., Kansas City, MO
THE DIXIE ECHOES.May 15, 7:00 pm. First Christian
Church, 2151 S Jefferson, Kearney, MO. 
SWEET SPIRIT & FRIENDS MUSIC OUTREACH.May
16, food at 6 pm & music at 7. Moment of Truth Bible
Baptist Church, 310 Randolph Rd., Claycomo, MO
64119. Surprise guest! 816-452-4426.
THE BEAUTIFUL OFFERINGS.May 17, 6 pm. New Life
Assembly, 801 SW 1st St., Oak Grove, MO 64075. Fea-
turing Big Daddy Weave, Jason Gray, Citizen Way and
Lauren Daigle. Tickets available at 855-223-1008.
TWIN CITY RAP FEST. May 24, 1:00-5:00 pm. Big
Eleven Lake, 1252 Waterway Dr., Kansas City, KS. Me-
morial Day weekend to the first Twin City Rapfest fea-
turing Christian rapper L-Dre from Austin TX and
Pamela from Kansas City, MO.  Sponsored by NIM-The
Church On Wheels. 816-392-0028.
TWIN CITY RAP FEST.May 25, 1:00-5:00 pm. Spring
Valley Park, 27th & Woodland, Kansas City, MO. Me-
morial Day weekend to the first Twin City Rapfest fea-

turing Christian rapper L-Dre from Austin TX and
Pamela from Kansas City, MO.  Sponsored by NIM-The
Church On Wheels. 816-392-0028.
THE MESSENGERS OF FAITH.May 31, 6:00 pm. Cal-
vary Baptist Church, 900 NW 22nd St., Blue Spring, MO
64015. 816-228-5540.
RESOUND FEST. June 12-14. Miracle Hills Ranch,

Bethany, MO 64424. Groups include: Bread of Stone,
Josh Wilson, Tina Maria Griffin, Colton Dixon, Break the
Fall, 7th Time Down, Plumb, Royal Taylor, Josh Brewer,
and For King & Country. 660-425-2277.
2015 PRAISE FEST. July 13-July 18, 6:55-9:55 pm.
Riverview Ministries, 439 N Division St., Cedar Falls, IA
50613. Six days of southern gospel music. Sponsored

by Riverview Ministries. 319-268-0787.

SOUTHERN GOSPEL
(CALL FOR GROUPS)
ALPHA OMEGA CHRISTIAN MUSIC ASSOCIATION
MONTHLY MEETING, PRAYER, DEVOTION,
POTLUCK AND JAM. FIRST FRIDAY, 7pm.  10035 E.
Westport Rd., Indep., MO 64052.  
MO-KAN GOSPEL MUSIC ASSOCIATION POTLUCK
AND JAM. FOURTH FRIDAY (except for Nov. & Dec.
when we meet on the 3rd Fri.).  Northland Christian
Church, 6120 NE 48th St., KCMO.   913-432-0359.
PENTECOSTAL TABERNACLE CHURCH. SECOND
SATURDAY, 6pm.  341 S. 72nd St., Kansas City, KS 66111.
Praise and Worship songs of Zion.  913-334-1009.
CGMA NW MO CHAPTER MEETING, GOSPEL
MUSIC AND POTLUCK. SECOND SATURDAY.  Faith
Assembly of God Church, South 13 Hwy, Polo, MO.
Travel North on I-35 North, go North of Liberty to the
Polo/Lathrop Exit.  Turn right onto 116 Hwy.  Go 12 miles
to 13 Hwy.  Turn left and go ¼ mile.  pegcla@msn.com.
MOMENT OF TRUTH BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH.
THIRD SATURDAY in January, May, September & Octo-
ber, 7pm.  310 Randolph Rd, Claycomo, MO.  Gospel
music sing.  816-452-4426.
RADIANT LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD. LAST SUNDAY,
6:30 p.m.  Hwy. 33, Kearney, MO.  Open mike.  Gospel
sing.  
GOSPEL JAMBOREE. SECOND THURSDAY, 7 p.m.  Life
Christian Center, 1650 E Langsford Road, Lee’s Summit,
MO.  816-878-4694.   
PARADISE BAPTIST CHURCH. SECOND SUNDAY, 6
p.m.  Pot luck dinner at 5 p.m.  Paradise Missouri.  816-
591-1020.

CLASSES, SEMINARS, 
CONFERENCES
LEGAL ISSUES FACING THE CHURCH.May 1, 5:00
pm. Radio station 890 AM, KGGN. Special guest
speaker Attorney James F. Freeman, III “Keeping Your
Children, Church and Organization Safe from Child Sex-
ual Abuse.” Sponsored by The My Connection Source
Radio Program. www.myconnectionsource.com 816-
673-9983.
JASON ROSE.May 2, 10:00 am. Or HaOlam Messianic
Congregation, 7029 W 74th St., Overland Park, KS.
Jason is currently working on a huge project to open
the only Messianic elementary school  in Tel Aviv. An
offering will be received with gratitude. 913-383-8448.
OPEN LEVEL CONTEMPORARY MASTERCLASS.
May 2,  2:30-4:00   Dramatic Truth Studios.  10510
Grandview Rd Kansas City, MO 64137.  $15.  With Ad
Deum soloist Whitney Dufrene.  Register at dramatic-
truth.org. 816.767.9222
MIKE KEYES.May 3, 10:30 am-6:00 pm. Church on
the Rock Outreach Center, 1700 SW Market St., Lee’s
Summit, MO 64082. Mike Keyes, Missionary to the
Philippines. 816-246-7625.
CAREER SKILLS & CONNECTIONS ACTIVITIES.May
4-May 25, 9:00 am various dates. A total of nine work-
shops will be offered ever month to meet the needs
and differing schedules of the clients we serve. This

format provides the benefit of group learning and
gives clients all the tools needed in a condensed time-
frame for a jumpstart on their job search. Please call
for topic 913-730-1449.
AVOID PROBATE.May 7, 7:00 pm. Lewis Living Trust
Center, 700 NE Langsford, Lee’s Summit, MO 64063.
816-524-3200.
WOMEN AFTER GOD’S OWN HEART. May 8, 6:00
pm & May 9, 9:00 am-3:00 pm. College Church of the
Nazarene, 2020 E. Sheridan, Olathe, KS. Speakers in-
clude: Delores “Mom” Winans, Babbie Mason, Anne
Beiler (founder of Auntie Anne’s Pretzels) and Miss
Puddin. Hosted by Lynda Randle. LYNDARANDLE.COMǀ EVENTBRITE.COM 816-792-5353.
COFFEE CONNECT.May 13, 6:30 pm. Nations Blend
Café at IHOPU, 12901 S US Hwy 71, Grandview, MO
64030. An informal gathering for executive, estab-
lished, and emerging leaders in the workplace to ex-
hort, encourage, and engage with believers from
different spheres of influence through targeted topics,
small group discussion, and prayer ministry. 816-763-
0200 ext. 2173.
AVOID PROBATE.May 19, 7:00 pm. Lewis Living Trust
Center, 700 NE Langsford, Lee’s Summit, MO 64063.
816-524-3200.
LESBIAN, GAY, BISEXUAL AND TRANSGENDER
DO’S AND DON’TS FOR THE FAITH COMMUNITY.
May 22, 5:00 pm. Radio station 890 AM, KGGN. Special
guest speaker Attorney Michael K. Whitehead. Spon-
sored by The My Connection Source Radio Program.
www.myconnectionsource.com 816-673-9983.
SUMMER ENRICHMENT CAMP, ENROLLMENT
FOR CAMP SOARING.May 26-August 7. 1st grade up
to going into 8th grade, Day and Half Day available.
Call or visit website for more information www.mca-
eagles.org 913-631-0899.
CHRISTIAN YOUTH IN ACTION TRAINING.May 30,
9:00 am-4:00 pm. Kansas City. Local Pre-Training. Full
Training June 7-20 in Hannibal, MO. 14-18 years old
(9th-12th grades). Sponsored by CEF of the Greater
Kansas City Area. 816-358-1138.
CONFRONTING THE ISSUES OF THE DAY.May 31,
1:30-5:30 pm. Lakewood Oaks Golf Club, 651 NE Saint
Andrews Circle, Lee’s Summit, MO 64064. Presented
by CWA of Missouri. 314-608-0168.
HER CHOICE TO HEAL CLASS.  June.  If Not for
Grace Ministries is holding a class for women look-
ing for peace and restoration after experiencing an
abortion. This 9-week, Bible-based class begins in
June. Please contact Jama at jedlund@infg.org for
more info. www.infg.org
CLASSICAL CONVERSATIONS' PARENT
PRACTICUM June 2-4, 9:00 AM.  Lenexa Christian
Center, 17500 W 87th Street, Lenexa  KS.  66219.
Come hear veteran homeschoolers talk about the
Classical Method and tools of inquiry in science.    3
day Practicum.  To register, go to www.ClassicalCon-
versations.com
SUMMER MUSIC CAMP. June 8-12, 9:30-11:30 am.
Leawood Baptist Church, 83rd and State Line Road,
Leawood, KS 66206. $5.00 per child, no more than
$10.00 per family (for one or both camps). Children
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entering kindergarten through entering 4th grade.
Performance during Sunday service, June 14. 913-649-
0100.
SUMMER HANDBELL CAMP. June 8-12, 9:30-11:30
am. Leawood Baptist Church, 83rd and State Line
Road, Leawood, KS 66206. $5.00 per child, no more
than $10.00 per family (for one or both camps). You
must register your attendance by June 1. Children en-
tering 5th grade through adults of all ages. Perform-
ance during Sunday service, June 14. 913-649-0100.

RECONCILIATION WEEKEND. June 12-14. A three-
day, two-night retreat where abortion wounded
women and men will experience unconditional love,
grace and forgiveness. Through the support of trained
facilitators, individuals and married couples will be
able to reconcile with God, themselves, others, and
their lost children. www.infg.org 
BE A SUPER HERO VBS. June 14-17, 6:00 pm. Blue
River Church of Christ, 221 NE Woods Chapel Road,
Lee’s Summit, MO 64064. Be sure to join us for Bible

stories, games, crafts, prizes, snacks and more during
our Vacation Bible School! Open to ages 6th grades
and under! Register on our website: www.blueriver-
cofc.org. 816-3737448.
MISSOURI RIGHT TO LIFE STATEWIDE EDUCA-
TION AND LEADERSHIP MEETING. June 20, 10:00
am. Immaculate Conception Parish, Pleus Hall, 1206
E. McCarty, Jefferson City, MO. Lunch provided with
free-will offering. Call 573-635-5310.
THE MAIN EVENT. July 17-18. First Baptist Church Ray-
town, 10500 E. 350 Hwy., Raytown, MO 64138. Speak-
ers include Tony Evans, Tommy Bowden, David Akers,
Darrin Patrick and more. 816-353-1994.

SPECIAL CHURCH EVENTS
NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER.May 7, 8:00 am. Blue
Spring Assembly, 2501 NE Duncan Rd., Blue Springs,
MO 64029. 816-225-9664.
ANNUAL GARAGE SALE.May 2, 8:00 am-2:00 pm.
Faith United Methodist Church, 1950 SW Eagles Park-
way, Grain Valley, MO. Free will donation for all items
on sale. Proceeds go to support our mission projects
throughout the year. 816-847-0008.
EVIDENCE.May 3, 11:00 am. First Baptist Church, 1416
Main St., Grandview, MO 64030. A student worship
team of Calvary Bible College will lead worship. A love
offering will be received. 816-763-2200.
MOTHER’S REFUGE OPEN HOUSE.May 3, 1:00-4:00
pm. 3721 Delridge, Independence, MO 64152. 816-353-
8070.
NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER. May 7, 11:00 am-1:30
pm. South Lawn, WWI Memorial, 100 W. 26th St.,

Kansas City, MO 64108. Bring Lawn chairs. Metro wide
unite to see God’s face in worship, prayer, petition. 816-
523-8868 or 816-941-7988.
ODESSA NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER BREAKFAST.
May 7, 6:45-7:30 am. The Crown, 7411 Outer Rd, Odessa,
MO 64076. Area pastors lead in prayer for our nation
and cities. It is a multi media event with music and
video supporting out petitions. Everyone is welcome.
Breakfast follows prayers.
OPEN HOUSE PRAYER STATIONS NATIONAL DAY
OF PRAYER.May 7, 7:00-9:00 am. Hope Alive Chris-
tian Center, 9675 W. 159th St, Overland Park, KS 66221.
A come-as-you-are walk-through pathway is prepared
(indoors) to guide you in prayer for various aspects of
our community and needs. Come as it fits your sched-
ule to pray individually or as a small group with your
family and friends. As you move through each station,
you will be inspired to pray for your family, community
and nation. Guaranteed that you will leave with a sense
of peace and hope! You are welcome to use this cre-
ative avenue! 913-486-8489.
NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER.May 7, 9:00 am-10:30
pm. South Haven Baptist Church, 16800 Bel-Ray Blvd,
Belton, MO. 816-322-0409.
NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER OBSERVANCE.May 7,
12:00-1:00 pm. De Soto Community Center, 32905 W.
84th St., De Soto, KS 66018.  913-586-5250. 
NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER.May 7, 12:15-12:45. Glad-
stone City Hall, 7010 N. Holmes, Gladstone, MO 64118.
Join us! No doubt we and our nation stand in desperate
need of prayer and the moving of God. www.anti-
ochbbc.org.
NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER SERVICE.May 7, 6:30-

7:30 pm. Redeemer Presbyterian Church, 9333 W.
159th St., Overland Park, KS 66221.  redeemer-pca.org 
NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER. May 7. For various
events check nationaldayofprayer.org or 800-444-
8828.
MOTHER’S DAY CELEBRATION.May 10, 10:30 am.
Church on the Rock Outreach Center, 1700 SW Market
St., Lee’s Summit, MO 64082. Come join us for
Mother’s Day! Bring your mom to church with you for
a great day in God’s house. 816-246-7625.
MRL-WESTERN REGION ANNUAL CARNATION
SALE. May 10. Time to order carnations for your
church or organization! To place an order or for more
info call our office 816-353-4113. Orders due by May 1.
BALLOON LAUNCH PRAYER.May 10, 9:30-11:30 am.
Hope Alive Christian Center, 9675 W. 159th St., Over-
land Park, KS 66221. This is a fun, fantastic opportunity
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for children to discover the powerful simplicity of
prayer! Each child places prayer requests on a balloon,
sending it into the heavens as a symbol of our joyful
experience of talking with our Heavenly Father who
always hears and cares for you. Parents are invited to
join their children, make it a family event! 913-486-
8489.
BABY BOTTLE PROJECT. May 11 – June 15.  Kansas
for Life will provide bottles, bulletin inserts, and a
sheet with family prayers to say each week.  Fami-
lies collect spare change to support pro life efforts.
800-928-5433. 
PLAZA HEIGHTS CHRISTIAN ACADEMY SPRING
PROGRAM AND KINDERGARTEN GRADUATION.
May 12, 6:30 pm. Plaza Heights Christian Academy,
1500 SW Clark Rd., Blue Springs, MO 64015. 816-228-
0670.
PLAZA HEIGHTS CHRISTIAN ACADEMY/LITTLE
LIONS PRESCHOOL PROGRAM AND PRE-K GRAD-
UATION. May 14, 6:30 pm. Plaza Heights Christian
Academy, 1500 SW Clark Rd., Blue Springs, MO 64015.
816-228-0670.
2015 MISSOURI RIGHT TO LIFE ED FUND-WEST-
ERN REGION GOLF TOURNAMENT.May 15. Eagles’
Landing Golf Course, Belton, MO. Free lunch, BBQ din-
ner, driving range. Gifts and Prizes! 816-763-5247.
HEART OF AMERICA BIBLE COLLEGE & THEOLOG-
ICAL SEMINARY GRADUATION.May 16, 2:00 pm.
Gregory Hills Church of God, 7020 James A Reed, In-
dependence, MO 64052. 816-356-6380.
VOLUNTEER TRAINING FOR PARDNERS AT RE-
TURNING GLORY, May 16, 9:00 am – 3:00 pm.  Re-
turning Glory,  Lone Jack, MO.  Please contact
info@returningglory.com  or Roxanne 816.223.9662
PLAZA HEIGHTS CHRISTIAN ACADEMY GRADUA-
TION CEREMONY.May 17, 6:00 pm. Plaza Heights
Christian Academy, 1500 SW Clark Rd., Blue Spring,
MO 64015. 816-228-0670.
KCCBS AND OCS COMMENCEMENT. May 22, 7:30
pm. Cowen Memorial Auditorium, 7401 Metcalf Ave.,
Overland Park, KS. 913-722-0272.
HEALING HOUSE 4TH ANNUAL SILENT AUCTION.
May 30, 6:00 pm. Camelot Ballroom, 6635 W. 151st St.,
Overland Park, KS 66223. Funds raised from this event
will be used to continue providing faith-based help and
resources to individuals in addiction recovery. 
PAM TEBOW.May 30, 7:00 pm. Ottawa Municipal Au-
ditorium, 301 Hickory Street, Ottawa, KS. Free. Annual
fundraising event for LifeCare Center. Registration for
tickets to the event is strongly encouraged at www.life-
carecenter.org/upcoming-events. 
HER CHOICE TO HEAL CLASS. This 9-week, Bible-
based class begins in June.  Spon. by If Not For Grace
Ministries.  It is for women looking for peace and
restoration after experiencing an abortion. Please con-
tact Jama at jedlund@infg.org for more info.
www.infg.org
KANSANS FOR LIFE’S GOLF FOR LIFE. June 2.
Painted Hills Golf Course, Kansas City, KS. Benefit
Kansans for Life & Grace Center Maternity Home. Call
family and friends and seek tax-deductible pledges per
18 holes of golf or solicit one-time pledge donations.
www.kfl.org.
BENEFIT SALE FOR MOTHER’S REFUGE. June 3-6.
Nativity of Mary Catholic Church, 10010 E. 40 Hwy., In-
dependence, MO 64052. Wednesday-Friday 8:00 am-
6:00 pm, Saturday 8:00 am-1:00 pm. Donations of
items to sale are welcome Monday & Tuesday, June 1
& 2, 8:00 am-6:00 pm. 816-353-8070.

OUTPACE POVERTY. June 20, 7:30 pm. Liberty Me-
morial, 100 W 26th St., Kansas City, MO 64108. Help
Catholic Charities of Kansas City-St. Joseph reduce
poverty in our community, one step at a time. Bring
the family and walk, jog, or stroll the scenic course sur-
rounding Liberty Memorial. After the walk, stay and
play on the grounds of Liberty Memorial. Music, treats,
family activities and visits from the city’s most beloved
sports mascots are part of the fun!
GENESIS SUMMER JAM AT THE BEACH.  June 20,
6 – 9 p.m.  Longview Lake Beach, 11101 Raytown Rd.,
KCMO.  $25.    Christian singles 30 – 60.  Raggae
tunes, luau, BBQ, and more.  Bring lawn chairs and
blankets.  Casual dress.  www.genesiskc.com
VITAE PRO LIFE GOLF CLASSIC.  June 29.  Shadow
Glen Golf Club, Olathe, KS.  4 person scramble,
prizes, BBQ, auction, and more.  www.vitaefounda-
tion.org. 
  
FINE ARTS
WHAT THEY DID FOR LOVE: SONGS OF MARVIN
HAMLISCH AND BURT BACHARACH. Through
May17. Quality Hill Playhouse, 303 W. 10th St., Kansas
City, MO 64105. The sounds of 1960s and 70s cinema
take center stage in this groovy cabaret tribute. 816-
421-1700. 
PHILIP HASS: THE FOUR SEASONS. Through Octo-
ber 18. Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art, Donald J. Hall
Sculpture Park and Kirkwood Hall, 4525 Oak St.,
Kansas City, MO 64111. Free. 816-751-1278.
PHOTOURIST: A MONOGRAPH. May 1, 5:30 pm.
Weinberger Fine Art, 114 Southwest Blvd, Kansas City,
MO 64108.
THE HIDING PLACE.May 1 & 2, 7:00 pm. Cowen Au-
ditorium, 74th St. at Metcalf, Overland Park, KS. Tickets:
Adults $10 Children $7. Presented by Kansas City Col-
lege & Bible School theatre department. 913-722-0272.
LOOK AT THE WORLD NATURE & NATIONS.May 2,
7:00 pm. Colonial Hills Community of Christ Church,
3539 SW 7 Hwy., Blue Springs, MO. Free will offering.
Chorale will present a concert with the theme of nature
and nations, featuring group and ensemble pieces.
Presented by The Jacomo Chorale. 816-355-0114.
BACHATHON XXXVI.May 3, 2:00-7:00 pm. Grace and
Holy Trinity Cathedral, 415 W. 13th St., Kansas City, MO
64105. Come when you can . . . Leave when you must.
DRAMATIC TRUTH BALLET THEATRE CONCERT:
TAKE IT TO THE NATIONS.May 9.  Faith Ministries
Community Church 12222 Blue Ridge Ext. Grandview.
FREE--Love Offering will be taken.  Call 816-767-9222
for more information
A YEAR WITH FROG AND TOAD.May 14-May 17. Bell

Cultural Events Center, MidAmerica Nazarene, 2030 E.
College Way, Olathe, KS 66062. May 14th-7:00 pm, May
15th-7:00 pm, May 16th-2:00 pm & 7:00 pm, May 17th-
2:00 pm. School Day Performances - May 14th-10:00
am, May 15th-10:00 am. www.cytkc.org.
DR. DOLITTLE JR.May 14-May17. Goppert Theater,
Avila University, 11901 Wornall Rd., Kansas City, MO
64145. May 14th-7:00 pm, May 15th-7:00 pm, May 16th-
2:00 pm & 7:00 pm, May 17th-2:00 pm. School Day
Performance - May 14th-10:00 am. www.cytkc.org. 
DISNEY FANTASIA LIVE IN CONCERT WITH THE
KANSAS CITY SYMPHONY. May 15-16, 7:00 pm &
May 17, 2:30 pm. Helzberg Hall, Kauffman Center, 1601
Broadway St., Kansas City, MO. Experience iconic mo-
ments and childhood favorites as you never have be-
fore. 
GODSPELL.May 21-May 24. Goppert Theater, Avila
University, 11901 Wornall Rd., Kansas City, MO 64145.
May 21st -7:00 pm, May 22nd -7:00 pm, May 23rd -2:00
pm & 7:00 pm, May 24th -1:00 pm, May 24th -4:00 pm.
www.cytkc.org
MILLION DOLLAR QUARTET.May 22-24. Starlight
Theatre, 4600 Starlight Rd, Kansas City, MO 64132.
816-363-7827.
THE MAGIC POT.May 23, 11:00 am & 2:00 pm. Pup-
petry Arts Institute, 11025 E. Winner Rd., Independ-
ence, MO 64052. 816-833-9777.
ANNIE. June 19-21. Starlight Theatre, 4600 Starlight
Rd., Kansas City, MO 64132. 816-363-7827.

FAMILY OUTINGS
THE BROOKSIDE ART ANNUAL. May 1, 5:00-9:00
pm. May 2, 10:00 am-9:00 pm, May 3, 11:00 am-5:00
pm. 63rd and Brookside, Kansas City, MO. The focus of
the show is on ART! This community loves art shows
and it consistently ranks in the top 25 shows according
to Art Source. 816-523-5553.
THE TRUMAN HERITAGE FESTIVAL. May 1, 5:00-
10:00 pm & May 2, 11:00 am-10:00 pm. Meadowmere
Park on Byars Rd., Grandview, MO 64030. Live music,
KCBS BBQ Contest begins, Parade – Theme is Patriotic!
Begins at 10:00 am on May 2. Kids activities, live music,
carnival, vendors and Armed Forces and Military Expo. 
BUCK DAY.May 2, 9:00 am-5:00 pm. Harry S. Truman
Library and Museum, 500 W. US Hwy. 24, Independ-
ence, MO 64050. $1 all day.  In honor of President Tru-
man’s birthday (May 8, 1884), admission to the Truman
Library & Museum – and other historic sites in Harry’s
hometown of Independence, MO! 816-268-8200.
NATURE CONNECTS 2: AN ALL NEW LEGO SCULP-
TURE EXHIBIT.May 2-September 7. Powell Gardens,
1609 NW US Hwy. 50, Kingsville, MO 64061. 816-697-

2600. Inspired by nature and built from more than
300,000 LEGO® bricks, this special exhibit features 27
amazing sculptures set in 14 scenes that represent the
complex and amazing network that interconnects all
living things on Earth.
SHEN YUN PERFORMING ARTS.May 5-May 7. Music
Hall, 301 W. 13th St. Suite 100, Kansas City, MO. 1-800-
745-3000.
BLUEGRASS CLUB.May 8. Pittman Road Church of
God, 4700 Pittman Rd., Kansas City, MO 64133. It is
free event for everyone with 2-3 bands and jam rooms.
816-737-1313.
NATIONAL TRAINING DAY.May 9, 10:00 am-2:00
pm: Rockin Rob, face painting, inflatable’s, crafts with
Macaroni Kids and more. 10:00 am-6:00pm: Free Train
Rides. 2:00-4:00 pm: 2-for-1 Ice Skating. Line
Creek/Frank Vaydik Park, 5940 NW Waukomis Dr.,
Kansas City, MO 64151.
MOTHER’S DAY AT THE ZOO. May 10. Kansas City
Zoo, 6800 Zoo Dr., Kansas City, MO 64132. Moms will
receive FREE admission on Mother’s Day. The treats
don’t stop there! Moms will also get a special gift while
supplies last. 816-595-1234.
FREE FIBROMYALGIA AWARENESS DAY EVENT.
May 16, 12:30-3:30 pm. Advanced Sports & Family Chi-
ropractic, 338 SW Main St., Lee’s Summit, MO. Speak-
ers include Dr. Nancy Russell, MD; Dr. Inge Wetzel, ND
and Dr. Christina Woodle, DC. Beverages and snacks
provided. 816-977-7469.
2015 WATCHMEN ON THE WALL BRIEFING. May

20-22.  Hyatt Regency Capitol Hill, Washington, D.C.
Speaker include: Lt. General (ret.) William Boykin, Sen-
ator Ted Cruz, Ambassador Ron Dermer, Dr. David Jer-
emiah, Pastor Greg Laurie, Dr. Erwin Lutzer, Tony
Perkins, and other.  www.frc.org
CELEBRATION AT THE STATION WITH KANSAS
CITY SYMPHONY.May 24, 8:00 pm. Union Station,
Pershing & Main, Kansas City, MO. Free. Patriotic fa-
vorites and blazing fireworks.
MARILLAC’S NIGHT WITH THE T-BONES! May 28,
7:00 pm. 1800 Village W. Pkwy., Kansas City, KS 66111.
May is Mental Health Awareness Month, show your
support by joining Marillac at the T-Bones game! Helps
us erase the stigma by coming out for an evening full
of fun!
GOSPEL/BLUEGRASS FESTIVAL.May 30, 12:00-5:00
pm. Downtown Excelsior Springs, MO. Farmers Market
parking lot. Join us for music and fellowship. Vendors
will also be selling from 10:00 am to 5:00 pm. visitex-
celsior@gmail.com 
FESTIVAL OF ARTS. June 27. Bonner Springs, 200
Oak, Bonner Spring, KS 66012. All day extravaganza
including fine art displays, fine crafts, demonstrations,
food vendors, live music, performance arts and art in-
structions in the kids’ creative corner. Many artists
have donated their time and effort to make this event
a success. 913-558-9669.
BREAKFAST & BLOOMS AT THE BINGHAM. June
27, 8:00 am-3:00 pm. Bingham Waggoner Estate, 313
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W Pacific Ave., Independence, MO. $25 ticket includes
breakfast, the garden tour and a tour of the Bingham
Waggoner Estate. Garden tours begin at 10:00 am. The
tour will feature private local gardens, gardens of local
businesses, a garden in South Kansas City that was
featured in Kansas City Homes & Gardens Magazine
and one in Liberty with special water features. 816-
461-3491.

MONTHLY MEETINGS
BUILDING BETTER MOMS. The United Methodist
Church of the Resurrection, 13720 Roe Ave., Leawood,
KS.  For local mothers of children in early childhood,
elementary school, middle school, high school, and for
single moms, with both day and evening meeting times
available at the Leawood campus.  www.cor.org  913-
897-0120.
WEEKLY - CHRISTIAN BUSINESS MEN’S COMMIT-
TEE. Meets weekly in various parts of the city. Call Jim
Mathis, 913-269-6709, for time and location.
WEEKLY – FAITH BASED 12-STEP PROGRAM OF
RECOVERY FROM COMPULSIVE OVEREATNG.Call
Overeater’s Anonymous 913-383-5933 or visit
www.kansascityoa.org for more information and to
access the schedule of various meetings in the metro
area.  
MONTHLY - MISSOURI RIGHT TO LIFE CHAPTERS
816-353-4113; KANSANS FOR LIFE CHAPTERS 913-
268-8486.
2ND  & 4TH SUN. –METRO CITIZEN’S COALITION.
2:30 pm. Trails West Library, 11401 E. 23rd, Independ-
ence, MO. Free. Open to public. Rear parking & en-
trance. 816-781-6394.
3RD SUNDAY.  CANCER SUPPORT GROUP. 6:30-
8:00 pm.  Beacon Free Baptist Church, 10825 E. 79th
Street, Raytown, MO  64138.  Connect with others who
share your journey, you are not alone.  816-353-7447. 
MONDAY-HEALING ROOMS MINISTRIES. 4:00-
6:00 pm. Hope City, 5101E. 24th St., Kansas City, MO.
MONDAY - JOB TERMINATION SUPPORT GROUP.
7PM.  Christ’s Church, 5500 W, 91st St., (91st & Nall),
OPKS.  If you’ve been laid off or terminated and are
looking for peer support please join us.  We pray for
each other and are doing readings from “Battlefield
of the Mind”.  913-648-2271.
2ND & 4TH MONDAY - MOPS.9:30 a.m. MOPS. First
Baptist Raytown, 10500 E 350 Highway, Raytown, MO
Support groups for mothers of preschool-aged chil-
dren.  Offers creative activities, social events & learning
opportunities.  816-353-1994.  

2ND & 4TH MONDAY - JOB LOSS SUPPORT. 9-
10am.  Holy Cross Lutheran Church, 7851 W. 119th St.,
OPKS.  913-381-1285.
TUESDAY, IF NOT FOR GRACE PRAYER. 9:30 am.
Crown Pointe Church, 5950 NE Lakewood Way, Lee’s
Summit, MO 64086. kmiller@infg.org  
TUESDAY – FEAR NOT SUPPORT GROUP. 7pm.
New Summit Presbyterian Church, 1800 NE Independ-
ence Ave., Lee’s Summit, MO.  Christ-Centered support
group for anxiety and depression. Material based on
the Christian 12 Steps; Serenity Prayer also Anxiety
Centre “The Anxiety/Phobia Workbook” by Edmund
Bourne.  
TUESDAY – CELEBRATE RECOVERY. 7pm.  Holy
Cross Lutheran Church, 7851 W. 119th St., OPKS.  Christ
centered 12-step program for anyone with a hurt,
hang-up, or addiction.  Contact Craig Hauser, 913-449-
7265.
TUESDAY - HURT, HABIT OR HANG-UP. 7pm.  Holy
Cross Lutheran Church, 7851 W. 119th St., OPKS.  913-
449-7265.
TUESDAY - CHRISTIAN MUSIC NIGHT. 7 - 9 pm.
Skate World, I-35 & Shawnee Mission Parkway, Mission,
KS.  913-262-0711.  
TUESDAY – HEARTLAND HEALING ROOMS. 7:00-
8:30 pm. Christ Triumphant Church, 401 NE Chipman
Rd., Lee’s Summit, MO. For more info. visit www.heart-
landhealingrooms.org. 
1ST TUESDAY - CREATION SCIENCE ASSN. FOR
MID-AMERICA,7 p.m., Westbrooke Church, 9777 An-
tioch, OPKS.  Nursery available for fee.  “Creation Sa-
fari’s”. www.csama.org for more info. Res. req.
816-618-3610. 
1ST & 3RD TUESDAY. - GRIEFSHARE. 7-8:30pm.
Timothy Lutheran Ministries, 425 NW RD Mize Rd., Blue
Springs, MO.  816-228-5300.
1ST & 3RD TUESDAY.  MOPS & MOMS NEXT. 10am.
Roanoke Baptist Church, 3950 Wyoming St., KCMO.
Call or email Bo Price for info. pastor@roanokebap-
tist.org or 816-561-4932.
2ND TUESDAY, 6:30 p.m.  MOPS. Emmanuel Baptist
Church, 10100 Metcalf Ave., OPKS.  913-649-0900.
2ND TUESDAY.  EQUIPPING BELIEVERS MIDWEST.
7:00 pm.  Blue Spring, La Quinta Inn, 3402 NW Jeffer-
son St., Blue Springs, MO  64015.  Free Prayer for heal-
ing and freedom from addition, Free training to heal
the sick, evangelize the lost, set the oppressed free.
913-488-6749.  
2ND & 4TH TUESDAY. “WINGS OF HOPE.” Blue

Springs Christian Church, 7920 S. 7 Hwy, Blue Springs,
MO.  A Christian based ministry to provide support for
families grieving loss through miscarriage or infant
death, because every life matters.  Email:  wing-
sofhope@bscc.org 816-210-4594.
2ND & 4TH TUESDAY,9 a.m.  MOPS.  Emmanuel Bap-
tist Church, 10100 Metcalf Ave., OPKS.  913-649-0900.
3RD TUESDAY, 12:00 pm.  LUNCH & LEARN. KC
First Church of Nazarene, 11811 State Line Rd. Kansas
City, MO 64114.  Each  session will focus on a different
geographical area or skill set.  Please bring your own
sack lunch; desserts and beverages will be provided.
816-942-9022.
TUESDAY & THURSDAY, 7:30-11:30AM. Life Perks
Coffee House, inside First Baptist Church, 125 N. Arm-
strong, Pleasant Hill, MO.  816-540-5872.
WEDNESDAY – HEALING ROOMS MINISTRIES.
1:30-3:00 pm. Hope City, 5101 E. 24th St., KCMO.
WEDNESDAY WEEKLY – LIVING FREE, CHRIST-
CENTERED 12 STEP PROGRAM. Room 6, 6:30-8:15.
Abundant Life Baptist Church, 414 SW Persels, LS, MO.
816-554-8181.
WEEKLY WEDNESDAY – CHRISTIAN BUSINESS
CONNECTIONS NETWORK. 3:00 pm, Gusto! Coffee,
3390 SW Fascination Dr., Lee’s Summit, MO 64081
WEDNESDAY – GRIEFSHARE. 6:30pm.  Summit
Woods Baptist Church, 2501 SE Shenandoah Dr., Lee’s
Summit, MO 64063.  A ministry that assists those who
have suffered loss through the death of a loved one.
816-525-8215.
WEDNESDAY - BREAK TIME CLUB. 9:30am-
2:30pm.  Timothy Lutheran Church, 425 NW R.D. Mize
Rd., Blue Springs, MO 64014.  Enriching environment
for older adults with mental and/or physical limitation.
$10 donation.  816-228-5300.
WEDNESDAY - AL-ANON FAMILY GROUP. 11:30am-
12:30pm.  601 E. Oak St., Pleasant Hill, MO (please use
North basement entrance off Myrtle Street).  Are you
troubled by someone else’s drinking?
WEDNESDAY - 6:30 p.m. – CELEBRATE RECOVERY
at First Baptist Raytown, 100500 E. 350 Hwy., Raytown,
MO. Please enter through the rock entrance. Meet in
room B-116.  For info call: 816-778-1156 or www.first-
baptistraytown.com 
WEDNESDAY – CATCH THE FIRE SOAKING

PRAYER CENTER. 7-9pm.  816-804-8283.
WEDNESDAY – DELIVERANCE – BREAKING
CURSES WORKSHOP. First Love Ministries Church,
4747 Hadley St., Overland Park.  7 p.m.  913-403-9644.
Call Tues. – Fri. after 1 p.m.  
2ND WEDNESDAY – LEE’S SUMMIT WOMEN’S
PRAYER CONNECTION. 9 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.  In a
comfortable setting, we get to know each other better
and take time to pray (silently or audibly) for our na-
tion, families, Lee’s Summit Women’s Connection, and
our national organization. Call Millie Mathews for
meeting location: 816-537-9898.
2ND WEDNESDAY  COFFEE CONNECT. 6:30 pm.
IHOPU, 12901 S. US Highway, Grandview, MO 64030.
An informal gathering with believers from different
spheres of influence.  www.ihopekc.org/josephcom-
pany.  
3RD WEDNESDAY - CHRISTIAN BUSINESS CON-
NECTIONS NETWORK. 3pm.  Gusto! Coffee, 3390 SW
Fascination Dr., Lee’s Summit, MO 64081.  816-767-
1100.
4TH  WEDNESDAY - SOUTH KANSAS CITY AGLOW.
9:30 a.m.  Grandview Assembly of God Church, 12400
Grandview Rd., Grandview, MO.  816-761-5739.  
LAST WEDNESDAY  CHRISTIAN LEGAL SOCIETY
LUNCHEON. Noon.   Levy & Craig, 1301 Oak, KCMO.
First time guest free.  $10.  816-559-2173.
THURSDAY – HEALING ROOMS MINISTRIES.4:00-
8:00 pm. Healing Rooms of Olathe, 2011 E Crossroads
Ln., Ste. 304, Olathe, KS. M-T-W by appointment.
www.healingroomsofolathe.com 913-563-2413.
WEEKLY THURSDAY – CHRISTIAN BUSINESS CON-
NECTIONS NETWORK. 11:00 am, Parkside Coffee
House (inside Cedar Ridge Christian Church), 8839
Lackman Rd., Lenexa, KS 66219 
THURSDAY.  6-7:30 P.M.  DIVORCECARE AND DI-
VORCECARE4KIDS. Help for those going through or
having gone through divorce.  Timothy Lutheran
Church, 425 NW RD Mize Road, Blue Springs, MO.  816-
228-5300.
THURSDAY - HEALING SERVICES. 7 p.m.  Christian
Assembly of God Church, 17310 E 40 Hwy., Independ-
ence, MO.  Spon. by Royal Priesthood Global Ministries.
816-220-1914. If you need encouragement or prayer,
you are welcome!

THURSDAY.  PARENTS OF PRODIGALS. 7pm.
Pleasant Valley Baptist Church, I-35 & 291, Liberty, MO.
Free and open to the community.  Support group for
parents of children of any age who have strayed from
God and/or family.  816-781-5959.
THURSDAY.  DEPRESSION, ANXIETY, BIPOLAR
SUPPORT GROUP. 7pm.  Pleasant Valley Baptist,
1600 N. 291 Hwy, Liberty, MO.  816-781-5959.
THURSDAY.  CELEBRATE RECOVERY MEETING. 7-
9pm.  Life Church, 16111 S. Lone Elm Rd., Olathe, KS
66062.  913-829-7511.  
THURSDAY.  REAL MEN ROCK. 7-8:30pm.  Vineyard
Church, 9777 Antioch Rd., OPKS.  We will have a sign
with a number on the door if you arrive after 7pm.
www.ourchurch.com/member/r/REAL_Men_Rock/.
913-636-1862.
THURSDAY.  ENCOUNTER. 7:30 pm.  KC First Church
of the Nazarene, 11811 State Line Rd., Kansas City, MO
64114.  College students and young adults meet at KC
First Church of the Nazarene for a time of prayer, re-
flection, Bible study, and fellowship.  Contact Pastor
Audrey Landers for more information at
alanders@kcfc.org.  816-942-9022.
1ST THURSDAY - MOMS IN ACTION. Abundant Life
Baptist Church, Room 1, 414 SW Persles Rd., Lee’s Sum-
mit, MO.  A group of encouraging Moms getting to-
gether to grow and serve Christ.  7-9pm.
albcmomsinaction@gmail.com.
1ST THURSDAY -  CITYWIDE PRAYER MOVEMENT.
Colonial Presbyterian Church, 9500 Wornall Rd.,
KCMO,  7:00 a.m.  816-217-5679.
1ST THURSDAY – HEART OF AMERICA CHRISTIAN
WRITERS’ NETWORK (HACWN). Evangel Temple,
1414 E 103rd St., KCMO.  $3 members, $5 nonmembers.
Evangel Temple-816-942-1414.
1ST & 3RD THURSDAY - NEW HOPE CANCER SUP-
PORT GROUP. 6:30-8:30pm.  Liberty Manor Baptist
Church, Birmingham Rd., Liberty, MO.  This group of-
fers a safe and confidential environment to share your
hope, struggles, and feelings of your cancer journey
with others who understand.  816-217-5813.
2ND THURSDAY - FIBROMYALGIA SUPPORT
GROUP MEETINGS. 7:00 pm  Countryside Christian
Church, 6101 Nall Ave., Mission, KS. Contact Yvonne
info@fibrocoalition.org or call 913-384-4673.
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Powell Gardens, Kansas City’s botanical gardenTM 
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100 plus ministries. He was a regular speaker
at Promise Keepers events.

Tommy Bowden is the former college
football coach for Clemson University
from 1999-2008. He is the son of former
Florida State Seminoles head coach
Bobby Bowden. He has been involved

with the Fellowship of Christian Athletes
for over 30 years and is a speaker for
fundraisers and conferences.

David Akers is one of the NFL's most
accomplished kickers. He played for the
Philadelphia Eagles, San Francisco 49'ers,
and the Detroit Lions. David is not only
a star on the football field, but his strong
faith in Christ has led him to actively
serve others off the field as well.

MAIN EVENT
continued from page 1



Each May, the nation recognizes the
contributions of seniors as a part of
Older Americans Month. We at Metro
Voice not only want to acknowledge
the great contributions and accom-
plishments of our senior population,
but also help provide them with infor-
mation and services to help them stay
healthy and active. 
Here are six tips for aging success-

fully:
nGet fit! It’s never too late to start

exercising and eating right. Regardless
of your past habits, caring for your
body has enormous benefits that will
help you stay active, sharpen your
memory, boost your immune system,
manage health problems, and increase
your energy.

n Engage your brain! Keep your
brain active with puzzles, reading and
doing artwork. An active brain actually

Genesis 1:16 tells us "God made two
great lights - the greater light to govern the
day and the lesser light to govern the
night."  Just as God made plants, animals
and us; He also made the sun to be our
life-force that governs our planet and
brings life to His creations.  After all, "God
is Light."  (1 John 1:5).  The sun is a reflec-
tion of the eternal essence of God.  We

need the sun, and must learn to embrace
it, not fear it.
  God designed us to absorb light.  The

absorption of sunlight triggers a cascade
of events in the body critical to our health,
including the regulation of sleep hor-
mones, liver detoxification and the well
known production of vitamin D.
  Vitamin D is a hot topic for good rea- son.  The "sunshine vitamin" is known to

reduce the risk of all major diseases, in-
cluding cancer.   Vitamin D is especially
crucial for bone development. Without
sunshine, children are at risk for develop-
ing rickets, a bone malformation disease.  
  So why all the confusion? Is the sun

friend or foe?  Why have people lived in
the sun for thousands of years without as-
tronomical rates of skin cancer that we see
today?  Why are we using more sunscreen
than ever and yet we still see increasing
rates of skin cancer?  God called His cre-
ation “good” and so it is imperative that
we trust His Word and His design and
look deeper at what is really going on.  

Two major factors to consider:
1. To absorb sunlight in a healthy way,

we must have a healthy body.  
When we eat man-made junk food,

sugar,  and synthetics found in processed
foods, your body becomes burdened with
toxins. The body will eliminate these tox-
ins in every way it can, one of them being
the largest organ of your body, the skin.
Unhealthy skin is not able to properly ab-
sorb the sun and leads to sunburn. Lath-
ering up with synthetic sunscreen can be
dangerous, as most sunscreens are filled
with toxic man-made chemicals and the
sun will bake these chemicals into your
skin.  
If we eat God-created healthy foods,

loaded with leafy greens, healthy fats and
rich in anti-oxidants, you will absorb light,
strengthen the immune system, cleanse
your blood, heal your liver, strengthen
your bones and absorb light the way God
intended from the beginning!
2. We must honor the power of God's

design.  
The sun is very powerful, so use caution

and avoid over-exposure especially if your
skin is weak from a diet high in processed
foods.  Morning sun is best, between sun-
rise and 11am.  Start with 10-15 minutes
of sunshine at first, and increase each day
until you get at least an hour.  Wear light
colored clothing and wide-brimmed hats
for protection.  Other options to assist the
skin are natural sunscreens that are co-
conut oil based and supplementing with
Astaxanthin, a powerful antioxidant
found in algae. 
Ideally we should use the summer

months to build our body’s supply of vi-
tamin D to last us through the winter.  In
the winter supplement with cod liver oil,
one of the few food sources of vitamin D.
Vitamin D3 is another natural source
from cholecalciferol, a pale yellow oil
found in sheep's wool, however the best
sources have always been the sun and cod
liver oil.  It is important to avoid Vitamin
D2, the synthetic version found in most
“fortified foods”.  
God gave us the sun to be life-giving.

Using sunscreens and sunglasses block the
essence of God from entering our body
and doing what it was designed to do.  So,
throw away the chemical sunscreens, eat
healthy foods and absorb sunlight the way
God designed you!   Your rewards will be
happiness, a stronger immune system and
long-term disease prevention.  
Thank you God for the sun…”Light is

sweet, and it pleases the eyes to see the
sun."  Ecclesiastes 11:7 

–Vaughn Lawrence is the owner of Spirit
of Health in Grandview, Mo.. Visit Spir-
itofHealthKC.com for more info.
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designed for health

VAUGHN 
LAWRENCE
Naturopath and
Herbalist, Spirit of
Health Kansas City

...know ye not that your body is the temple of
the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have

of God...

5 tips for aging
successfully

by Kevin Doel

See AGING page 20

Is the sun friend or foe?



"I was 8 years old. My dad was my only
friend. My partner," Pepper Flynt Busbee
narrates in the opening moments of Little
Boy. "I wanted to be just like him and do
everything he did. And everything we did
became a great adventure." 
Those "adventures," it turns out, were

mostly of the imaginary variety: weather-
ing the waves on the high seas; surviving
an Old West shootout before riding off
into the sunset. Against all odds, they pre-
vailed every time while enmeshed in their
tall tales. And their success depended on,
James Busbee impressed upon his earnest
son, believing they could achieve the im-
possible.
"Partner," Dad would say, "do you be-

lieve we can do this?" 
"I believe we can do this!" Pepper would

respond every time. 
And so they did. Right up until the mo-

ment Emma Busbee told them it was time
to snap out of their shared idyll and come
to dinner. 
One night at one of those interrupting

dinners, Dad's delight for his family is
tempered by an uncharacteristic and omi-
nous melancholy. Eldest son London had
tried to enlist in the army to fight in World
War II against the much-loathed Japanese.
But despite London's zeal to serve, he
learns he's flat-footed. And so James enlists
in his place as the requisite representative
from the Busbee clan.
"Why can't we stay together?" Pepper

cries. "Partner, I have to go." 
James Busbee soon finds himself in the

midst of a not-so-imaginary jungle battle
in the Philippines. And his family is left be-
hind to face battles of its own. 
Emma fights against loneliness, not to

mention the attentions of a local physi-
cian, Dr. Fox, whose inappropriate interest
isn't hard to spot. London bludgeons away
at booze, bitterness and his mechanical in-
eptitude as he tries to take over his father's
garage. And Pepper? He stands toe-to-toe
with Dr. Fox's son, Freddy, a thuggish lad
with a penchant for mocking Pepper's
small stature.
London's convinced they'll never see

their father again. But Pepper, thanks to
Dad's fortifying influence, is a true believer
in a better outcome. He knows their father
is coming home. And when he's chosen to
be a magician's assistant in a local magic
show and seemingly moves a soda bottle
through the dint of his will alone, Pepper's
already strong certitude about the power
of belief deepens and solidifies. 
Pepper's faith is further bolstered by the

small California coastal town's Catholic
priest, Father Oliver, who encourages the
"little boy" (as he's known) to keep believ-
ing, to keep praying for his father to return
to home and for the war to end. 
And believe Pepper does.
At Father Oliver's encouragement, Pep-

per sets aside both personal and corporate
aversions to the "enemy" and befriends an

aging Japanese American named
Hashimoto. (The much-despised man
lives outside town and is discriminated
against by pretty much everyone except
Father Oliver.) As Pepper gets to know
Hashimoto, he hears his story of coming
to America many decades ago. Hashimoto
considers himself an American and loves
his country, despite the ill treatment he re-
ceives. And Hashimoto and Pepper's
friendship pays relational dividends for
both of them, as each has a chance to help

and defend the other. 
That's hardly the only positive content

in the movie, but most of the rest of it has
to do with the spiritual themes that Little
Boy explores …
Being such a young and tender boy,

Pepper's belief is largely in his father and
inspired by his father. But once his father
is gone, Pepper begins to own a belief of
his own that's for his father. 
Pepper's understanding of belief takes

its next step when he hears that for those
who have faith as small as a mustard seed,
"nothing is impossible." And so, with
childlike acceptance, he goes to the store
and gets a tin of those tiny seeds, thinking
they will help him as he prays for his father
to return. (He also wonders if mustard
seeds are what give Ben Eagle his power.) 

  These are the kind of questions he
brings to Father Oliver, who seeks to help
the boy grow in his faith. The priest ex-
plains that when our prayers are answered,
it's because our petitions have moved God
to act. "It's up to Him," Father Oliver ex-

plains. "He's the Mover."
When Pepper asks, "How can I get big-

ger faith?" Father Oliver says that some be-
lievers have sought to increase their faith
by following an ancient list that includes
seven tasks: feeding the hungry, sheltering
the homeless, visiting those in prison,
clothing the naked, visiting the sick, bury-
ing the dead and befriending one's ene-
mies. He suggests that pursuing these
activities may increase Pepper's faith as he

prays for his father. 
Pepper quickly decides his must then

check off every item on the list to guaran-
tee his father's safe return from the war.
Father Oliver cautions that it will work
"only if it's God's will," of course, but Pep-
per is deaf to any downside. "Why would-
n't it be God's will to bring my dad back?"
he asks.
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JAKOB SALVATI, MICHAEL RAPAPORT AS
JAMES BUSBEE, DAVID HENRIE, KEVIN
JAMES, ABRAHAM BENRUBI , TOM
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ALEJANDRO MONTEVERDE
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LITTLE BOY: LESSONS IN LIFE AND FAITH



Hailing from Blue Springs, the band
Grandeur has been flying under the radar
for a while, writing a collection of praise
and rock with a focus on the Lord. As
mentioned last month, Metro Voice got a
chance to catch up with the band and even
had a chance to get a sampling of what’s
to come on their sophomore album, slated
for release later this year.
  With a band ranging in age from their

late-20s to their late 50s, Grandeur have a
rock style reminiscent of 70s hard rock,
but with a modern flair. Lyrically, the band
does not shy from their convictions to
share the Gospel.
“I felt like with

secular music, the
meaning wasn't
there,” Casey
G e o r g e ,
Grandeur’s drum-
mer and youngest
member, says, “I
had the drive to make music - not just to
make music, but with a meaningful mes-
sage behind it - a message that is only pres-
ent in Christian music.”
Likewise, each member of the band has

been affected by faith.
“I realized… my ability to play by ear,

write songs, and play music was meant for
God and to be used to glorify Him,” says
guitarist Jim Grohman.
“I was raised in a Christian home,”

bassist Robbie Cairns recollects, “my mom
was the church pianist; me, along with all
four of my brothers and sisters did music
as a family. When I was around 11 [I]
could feel in my heart that Jesus was tug-
ging on my heart to get to know him. Was-
n't long before I went forward to accept
Jesus as my personal savior.” 
Singer Chad Toney has a similar story,
“I was brought up with a multitude of

religious influences.  God had his hand on

me every step of the way.  I received Christ
into my heart at a young age, at a summer
backyard Bible study.”
Toney says it was the teachers at this

Bible study which influenced his decision.
“They spoke of God saving Noah and his
family because they accepted and trusted
Him to.  A very simple but profound clar-
ity in the middle of the many beliefs pre-
sented to me by then.”
Not all of their life history has been so

clear or well-defined.
“I met my dad when I was 12 years old;

I didn’t even know he was my dad,”
Grohman recalls.
“I saw him for two days, and never saw

him, again.”
“Religion always

played a big role in my
family, until I was
about 10 years old. My
parents stopped going
to church, so I did too,”
George says. “I didn't
go again ‘til I met my

wife. In efforts to spend more time with
her, I started to go to the church she went
to, which brought me closer to her as well
as God.”
“In high school I smoked my first

joint,” Cairns says, “from then on sex,

drugs, and rock ‘n’ roll were my life up
until when my wife ask me to choose be-
tween [the family] or the band.”
Cairns says he made the right decision,

leaving the band behind, but “when I did
go back to church, with my wife and kids
back then, and played in the church bands,
I was still smoking pot and drinking.”
“It wasn't until Feb 2002 when my wife

was diagnosed with stage 4 ovarian cancer;
I fell to my knees and ask God to help me.
I started going to AA and quit both drugs
and drinking cold turkey.”
God’s deliverance was a boon to Cairns,

but “then, Aug 26 of the same year, after
being married just under 25 years she
passed away in my arms. It didn't seem
real, just a nightmare I was living in.”
Cairns fell back into drugs and alcohol,

until “My two daughters told me to quit
feeling sorry for myself and get my [stuff]
together.” He continued on his roller-

coaster lifestyle, even getting remarried
and struggling with addiction. Eventually,
however, with the grace of God, “January
1, 2004, I stopped everything and have not
been drunk or high on drugs since.”
Likewise, even growing up in a single

parent home and never knowing his fa-
ther, Grohman sees God’s hand holding
him throughout his life. “[Mom] could’ve
chosen to abort me,” he says, but because
she didn’t, “look at what God’s doing in
my life!”
Grandeur’s message of loss and seeking

God’s will is prevalent in their music, lyrics
and lifestyle.
“[Our] goal for the new record was to

make a strong smooth connection from
the positive message of our lyrics to a
modern rock feel out of music,” George
says, “I wanted a medium where we can
showcase our talent, but make it evident
that we play for Him.”
“I think the greatest thing about the age

difference,” Cairns says, “[is] it makes for

Pepper's faith is clearly not sophis-
ticated or even well informed. But
Pepper's faith is pure and full of hope
even as others doubt. In that respect,
it is what Christ tells us is childlike
faith, because Pepper truly, earnestly
believes. 
I suspect that if we had a chance to

watch a boy like him actually grow up,
we'd see his mustard seed of faith get
planted deep in his heart as he ma-
tures in his knowledge of the One he's
praying to—whether his prayers are
always answered or not.
Little Boy, then, can certainly serve

as a solid (and delightfully entertain-
ing!) launching pad for discussions
about what it means to believe, and
how we navigate the specifics of why
we believe what we believe about mir-
acles and God's sustaining hand in the
midst of danger and tragedy. It also
powerfully addresses the way we
(should) treat those we think are our
enemies.
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MOVIE
continued from page 17

you’re invited to
GENESIS SUMMER JAM AT

THE BEACH
Christian Singles (ages 30-60)

$25 per person       Tickets at:      

Longview Lake Beach,11101 Raytown Rd, KCMO
Sat., June 20 at 6-9 pm

Live band playing Reggae tunes, luau, BBQ, beach volleyball & group games, 
“Island Breeze” performance. Bring lawn chairs & blankets. Casual dress.

www.genesissummerjam.eventbrite.com

Dozens of partnering churches in Greater KC area. 
For more info:  Genesiskc.com

Grandeur draws on real life for songs

D.C. Jeannes | Metro Voice

Local band has found national audience
with authentic message of grace

See GRANDEUR page 19

NOW AVAILABLE FOR SMART
PHONES AND TABLETS

www.metrovoicenews.com
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Fan Favorite is Back!
Cotton Candy Blizzard
And for the OJ fans: Try our Strawberry-Kiwi delight!

1900 SW 7 Hwy in Blue Springs
(1/2 miles south of 40 Hwy)  228-1711

14420 E. 40 Hwy
(Noland Rd. in Independence) 478-8060

Dairy Queen

Family
Owned &
Operated!

11904 Shawnee Mission Parkway, Shawnee, KS  
Ph. 913-962-5151.  Come see us! 

Taught by Dr. George Westlake Jr., Pastor Emeritus

• 26 pictures of Jesus
• The rapture of the church

• The coming world government
• The Antichrist & the false prophet

• The great tribulation & Armageddon
• The great white throne judgment

• Israel and Arabs

Wed. Nights thru June 3
7 pm - 8:30 

“Daily living of people expecting our lord”
Wednesday Family Night also Includes:
� A Place for everyone in your family 
� Nursury Age Children
� Royal Rangers for Boys, Missionettes for Girls
� Youth in the Youth Center Gym 
� Adult Singles, Men’s, Women’s, Couple’s Ministries

SShheeffffiieelldd
FFaammiillyy LLiiffee

CCeenntteerr
5700 Winner Rd. KCMO

816-241-LIFE • www.sflc.net
George Westlake III, Lead Pastor

a 70s and 80s song writing technique with
a 21st century sound. Kind of weird cool.”
As for influences, the band isn’t bashful

about their love of what some consider to
be classic rock.
“I'm old enough to remember seeing

the Beatles do their first show on The Ed
Sullivan Show,” Cairns says, 
“It was Feb 9, 1964, I was 6 years old,

hooked on being in a band and told my
mom that I wanted a guitar.” Citing Mo-
town as a hefty influence, Cairns says the
Beatles, and “also The Monkeys TV show
in the 1960's… then in the 70's Black Sab-
bath and Deep Purple were the ones for
me.”
Likewise, the band’s youngest member

was influenced by much of what came out
in the 70s and 80s.
“I've always been inspired by John Bon-

ham's playing style,” George says, “growing
up, I listened to a lot of Led Zeppelin
records. I'd practice playing drums by
playing along to them, as well as some Van
Halen...” Otherwise, “my dad was a musi-
cian (including a church band drummer),
so I always had that to look up to. Drums
just kind of came naturally to me.”
Grohman agrees, “Eddie Van Halen and

Neal Schon were my beginning influences.
Eddie was amazing to say the least, and I
loved the bluesy passion and emotion of
Neal.”
Citing a diverse array of music includ-

ing, Matthew Ward, the Eagles, Journey,
Clay Cross, and Kansas, singer Toney ulti-
mately gives his mother credit as an inspi-
ration. 
  “It was our home therapy,” he says,

“the funny thing, now, is that people love
for me to sing, but my kids ask me to be
quiet!”
  Although each member of Grandeur

has contributed pieces of the songs and
songwriting, “the band, as a whole, stitches
them together.”
  Each member of the band still grap-

ples with the foibles and joys of this world.
Robbie Cairns recently lost a grandson to
Tay-Saches disease; Casey George is the
proud father of an eleven-month old son;
Jim Grohman works at being a good hus-
band, and the father he never had, while
his grand-daughter struggles with a life
threatening genetic disorder known as
Prader Willi Syndrome; and Chad Toney’s
brother has battled ALS for a time, and
continues to struggle. 
Through all of this, however, the band

pushes on; delivering what will likely be a
successful second release, and pursuing
their mission to share God’s Love.
  Casey speaks honestly, perhaps speak-

ing for the band, when he says “I am truly
grateful and honored to share wherever
God leads me.”
  Grandeur is currently recording at

Chapman Recording and Mastering in
Kansas City, being tracked analog on 24
track 2” tape, and hopes to have the album
ready for distribution late fall and the
album will also be released on vinyl with
digital download code included. In stores
late 2015.

GRANDEUR
continued from page 18

i moreinformation
For more information, check

them out at
grandeurband.com.

In trendy New York
Times best sellers, promi-
nent atheists have recently
slandered the laws of Moses
as barbaric in punishments
and oppressive in the treat-
ment of slaves and women.
Are those assertions true?
Steve Scott, a Kansas City

CPA, has recently published
Defending Moses, written

with the aim to expose these
laws as absolutely consistent
with Jehovah's patience and
loving kindness. For those
who find reading the Old Tes-
tament confusing, it also
brings a concise summary of
Jehovah’s plan for the ancient
Hebrews.
Scott says he knew the

claims of atheists were wrong

and set out to frame the laws as a prag-
matic system given by Jehovah to his cho-

sen people. 
“This paperback

gently delivers the
reader to the everyday
ancient Hebrew expe-
rience, including the
greater Mesopotamian
betrothal and marital

customs,” Scott says.

One chapter measures these laws
against the famous Hammurabi’s Code
of the Babylonian empire, which pre-
dated the Exodus. 
Readers will find a well-written de-

fense of Moses and God’s law while also
finding encouragement for the cultural
battles we see today.
Introductory pricing is temporarily

available online at  www.Defending-
Moses.com.

Kansas City CPA defends Moses in new paperback book

SCOTT



may help to prevent cognitive decline and
memory problems. 

n Serve others! Volunteering in your
community or church is a natural way to
meet others interested in similar activities
or who share similar values. 

n Get a pet! Studies have reflected that
seniors with dogs go to the doctor less
with minor health issues and they even
have lower levels of blood pressure and

cholesterol as compared to non-pet own-
ers (source: PetPartners.org).

n Travel! A recent survey by the US
Travel Association, which compiled aca-
demic and social research, found that
those who travel – regardless of age –
claim to feel significantly more satisfied
physically, emotionally, and financially,
and retirees who travel are predominantly
more satisfied with their ability to get
things done compared to their non-trav-
eling counterparts.
Staying healthy and aging successfully

means finding new things you enjoy,
learning to adapt to change, staying phys-
ically and socially active, and feeling con-
nected to your community and loved
ones. 
Regardless of your age, have fun and

make the most of your life!

Sponsored by K-Love, For King & 

       Country is coming to Kansas City on
its You Matter Tour. Performing on
Wednesday, May 18, at the
Music Hall at Municipal
Auditorium, this would be
a great chance to see the
brothers on stage!
  Singer Lynda Randle

will be headlining the
Woman After God's Own

Heart Conference May 8 and 9 at the Col-
lege Church of the Nazarene in Olathe.

For tickets and more infor-
mation, visit
www.eventbrite.com or call
816-792-5353

Big Daddy Weave
will be in Kansas City on
their Beautiful Offerings
Tour, Sunday, May 17, as a
fund-raiser for a local KC

family hoping to bring their son home,
from China. With special guests Jason
Gray, Citizen Way and Lauren Daigle, this
will be a night of celebration and worship. 
This would be a great opportunity to

hear some great music, collectively wor-
ship our Lord and raise money for a fam-
ily desperate to bring their son home. 
For more information, please visit

Facebook and look up “A Mama and Baba
for JiaJia.”
The Kansas City Royals

will host their annual Faith
& Family Day at The K on
Saturday, July 11.  Presented
by Hobby Lobby, the event
will feature a post-game
concert by CCM artists
NewSong, as well as presen-
tations from Scott Dawson

(Safe at Home), and select players and/or
executives. The Royals will be welcoming
the Toronto Blue Jays that evening. Metro
Voice is proud to be a local media sponsor
of the event.
  Finally, it's not exactly music news, but

Pam Tebow, mother of Heisman Trophy
winner and NFL Quarterback Tim Tebow,

is scheduled to speak at the
Ottawa Municipal Audito-
rium, on Saturday, May 30,
at 7:00 p.m. 
The event is free and

open to the public; however,
seating is limited. Registra-
tion for tickets to the event

is strongly encouraged at www.lifecare-
center.org/upcoming-events. 
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D.C. 
JEANES 
Metro Voice 
music critic

musicscene

Summer music scene already heating up

AGING
continued from page 16

Tim Tebow with mom, Pam.

Lynda Randle

Newsong at the K, July 11.



Bubba Watson says no matter what
happens in his golf career, he won’t stop
tweeting about Jesus.
Watson, who won his second green

jacket after clinching the Masters title in
April 2014, thanked God after his victory
then and since.
The 34-year-old is a committed believer

who uses Twitter to tell others about his
faith. After lifting golf ’s highest prize in
Augusta, the American tweeted: “l thank
my Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”
He then quoted Bible verses and re-

sponded to abusive messages by saying he
would pray for his critics. Watson says:
“For me, it’s just showing the Light.
There’s people who want to put down
Christians. I try to tell them Jesus loves
you. It’s just a way to be strong in my

faith.”
Watson attends an hour-long Bible

study with fellow golfers each week and is
a church regular. He even attended the
group during the Masters.

He says: “For me it’s a way to get back
connected with the Bible and with God
and Jesus.
“Now you know other people you can
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Bubba Watson: Faith down to a tee

Fore!The Metro Voice golf section

by Ernest Anderson Bubba
Watson

Vitae Foundation is a national non-
profit organization which uses non-con-
frontational mass media campaigns to
reach women facing unplanned pregnan-
cies.

Vitae pioneered the use of research-
based messaging that reduces abortion
numbers and encourages a culture of life.
Vitae’s campaigns in the Kansas City
media market have included television,
radio, outdoor billboards, Internet and the
Tiger Network during MU football and bas-
ketball games (radio and television).See BUBBA page 22

Vitae Foundation is hosting the 21ST
Annual Jerry & Kaye Meiners Pro-Life
Golf Classic Monday, June 29, at the
Shadow Glen Golf Club in Olathe. 
The tournament is a 4-person scram-

ble for men and women.  Prizes include a
new 2015 Ford Focus provided by Phil
Smith of Dick Smith Ford for a hole-in-
one and a $500 prize for the chipping con-
test, provided by Greg Muraski.
Immediately following the tournament is
a complimentary dinner provided by Jack
Stack Barbecue and an auction.  Non-
golfers are invited to attend the compli-
mentary dinner and auction.  
Proceeds from this golf tournament

and auction will be used to help promote
Vitae’s mission, which includes media ef-
forts in the Greater Kansas City area.
Since January 2,272 babies have been
saved from abortion from Vitae’s collab-
orating Pregnancy Help Centers across
America. In the KC area, 495 lives have
been saved through collaboration with
area counseling centers in both Missouri
and Kansas.
“Vitae’s strategies are directing preg-

nant women in need to Pregnancy Help
Centers where they receive real help and
resources.  Take away fear and isolation
and offer practical support so women can
choose life,” Vitae’s COO/Senior Market

Director Anne Carmichael stated.  “We are
on a winning track and that means we’re
saving mothers and babies.”
To participate call Christi Aborn at

573-634-4316. Registration deadline is
Monday, June 22 with a fee of $330 per
golfer.  The charitable portion of the reg-
istration fee is $130.  Payment must be re-
ceived by Monday, June 22.  Visit
www.vitaefoundation.org/events for ad-
ditional sponsorship information and to
download registration form. 

Vitae Golf Benefit, June 29
Jerry & Kaye Meiners Classic supports pro-life work

Kansans for Life classic June 2
Kansans for Life (KFL) is hosting its annual Golf for Life at 8 AM on June 2

at the newly redesigned Painted Hills Golf Course in Kansas City, Kan. Proceeds
benefit KFL and the Grace Center Maternity Home in Wyandotte County.
Golfers recruit friends and family to pledge a tax-deductible donation amount
per hole (for 18 holes), or as a one-time, donation. Free to golf participants are
the golf, golf shirt and hat, lunch, refreshments and prizes for every golfer, with
the first prize pick going to the highest fund raiser.
  KFL proceeds benefit its educational efforts, like those that led to Kansas

being the first state in the nation to have both a comprehensive web site for
women considering abortion, and the new ban on  dismemberment abortion.
That web site, womansrighttoknow.com, showcases upon opening, the beating
heart of a 6 week tiny unborn child, clearly visible right through it's fragile skin.
The site, designed and provided by the KS Dept. of Health, also features a direc-
tory of help services and  sonogram photos and videos of nearly every day of
pregnancy. Visit KFL.org for registraiton or call 913-642-5433.



talk to, ask questions of, tell them
what you’re thinking and tell
them what’s going on in your life.
It’s about getting more in the
Word and realizing that golf is just
an avenue for Jesus to use me to
reach as many people as I can”.
Watson, who, in 2014, adopted

a one-month old baby boy named
Caleb with his wife Angie Ball,
also described his first church ex-
perience when twin girls from his
neighborhood convinced him to
attend.
“The girls asked me to go to

church,” Watson says. “And after a
few times going I realized this is
what I wanted to do. This is truth
here. And I gave myself to the
Lord.”
After he began dating Ball, the

couple decided to become Chris-
tians.
Watson was baptized with his

wife in 2004 as a student at Uni-
versity of Georgia.
“We wanted to be Christ fol-

lowers,” Watson says. “We wanted
to do the right thing. We started
turning to the Lord for our deci-
sions.”
The professional golfer, who

says he has never taken a lesson,
said he was grateful for people
around him and the opportunity
to live for Christ.
“I’ve really got a good team

around me trying to help me suc-
ceed. Not just in golf, but off the
golf course, to be alight for Jesus.
And Watson ensures his life is

surrounded by his faith. While he
admits to all kinds of music, his
favorite is Christian rapper,
Lecrae.
In an interview, he said, “Lecrae

said it the best. He doesn’t want to
be a celebrity. He doesn’t want to
be a superstar. He just wants to be
the middleman for you to see
God through him.”
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MUSIC WORSHIP LEADER. 5 hours
($70) week. Wyandotte County Church.
More information:
larry.s.keller@gmail.com

PRIVATE VIOLIN LESSONS. Beginner
and intermediate private violin lessons
available through seasoned symphonic
youth/ teen who’s been playing since she
was a toddler. $10 per lesson. 30 minute
lessons on Tuesday afternoons between
3 and 5 p.m. during the month of June.
Must have your own violin. Contact
Meyana  at 816.550.1005 to sign up or for
more information.

PIANO LESSONS.  Give your child a gift
of love:  piano lessons.  Experienced

teacher 30 years.  Studio in Raytown.
Call for Valentine special!  816-356-8604

DAYCARE. The Sheepfold Daycare pro-
vides summer childcare Monday – Friday
7am-7pm. Limited evening and weekend
slots. Call Dorie at 913-660-3191.
http://thesheepfolddaycare.weebly.com/

FOR SALE Beautiful 4-Bedroom Home
FSBO - $224,900 / 816-830-3782. 509

Fairway Road, Belton, MO, 4 br, 3.5
baths, Family Room with custom enter-
tainment center, kitchenette. www.for-
salebyowner.com
CHRISTIAN COUNSELING SERVICES.
7029 W. 74th St., O.P., KS. For families,
couples and individuals. For appoint-
ment call Dorie 913-660-3191.
http://scofielddorie.wix.com/counseling.

Place your classifed ad with the Metro Voice! Call today: 816.524.4522

Looking For
Work?

Focus Workforces is hiring for
the following  positions in the

KC metro area. 
All shifts available.

Maintenance Mechanic–Up to $16
MIG and TIG Welders – Up to $14
Pickers & Packers – Up to $10.75
Production – Up to $10
Machine Operators – Up to $12

Call us today

913-268-1222
or apply at workatfocus.com

n BUBBA
continued from page 21

Other sponsors include Schlitterbahn, Panera Bread,
UMB Bank, Scheels, and Ignition Deck.
“Youthfront is dedicated to teenagers and love work-

ing with them day in and day out,” states Michelle Clark
with the organization. “Today’s youth have so many
temptations, obstacles and influences that offer a way
to live which, too often, causes brokenness and despair.”
Eighty-six percent of students today suffer from or,

know someone who suffers from mental illness. Thirty
one percent say they suffer from extreme stress. Youth-
front works to help teenagers live on a different trajec-
tory. It works to empower youth to be leaders in our
community—to be excited about their futures and not
overwhelmed with the pressures that surround them.
Clark says Youthfront works to help change the

image of today’s teens from “lazy and disrespectful” to
“driven and energetic.” Studies show that 88% of teens
feel like they have the power to make a difference in the
world and want to see change. More importantly, they
want to be part of that change.  We believe we have to
empower students to reach their potential through un-
conditional love, mutual respect, compassion and ed-
ucation.

Money raised from this year’s Dare to Drop Kansas
City event will go to support the Youthfront Camp
West expansion project in Edgerton, Kan.  This expan-
sion will allow for an increase of 200 more campers
each summer, some of which are scholarship youth
from the Kansas City area who otherwise would not be
able to attend summer camp. 
Based in Novia Scotia, Canada, Over The Edge spe-

cializes in creating extreme events for nonprofits in the
U.S. and Canada, with emerging markets in Central
and South America.  To date, they have produced 500+
successful rappelling events with 25,000 rappellers.
Their mission is to help raise $50 million in 10 years
for nonprofits throughout North America.
There is no age limit but the weight limit is between

100-300 pounds; participants who are under 18 years
old will need a parent’s signature. Registration will re-
main open on the day of the event as long as rappelling
spots remain open. Walk-ins are welcome.  On-site
events include, music, food, and games for the kids.
For more information about the event, visit

join.youthfront.com/daretodrop.

YOUTHFRONT
continued from page 1

i moreinformation
www.youthfront.com or call

913-262-3900.

"Do I want to be average, or do I want to be spe-
cial? If everyone is going one way, am I'm gonna
make a choice to follow that?" Tebow questioned at
the event, according to The Sheridan Press. 
"Why? Because if I'm like everyone else, then I'm

average."
The athlete reflected on being young and choos-

ing to stand out from the crowd.
"For me, when I was young, even if it wasn't right,

I chose to be different because if you're different you
at least have a chance to be special. … It is OK to be
different," Tebow said. "Yeah, you might be criticized
every now and then but you're also going to be re-
spected."
He went on to warn students against having the

mentality of wanting to bypass the school week to
enjoy themselves during their weekend breaks.
“For you students at school, how many of you

wake up and say; 'I can't wait to go to school; I can't
wait to learn; I can't wait to go to practice and get
better'?" Tebow questioned. "No, you say I can't wait

until Friday, I can't wait until I get to hang out with
my friends. But you can choose to be different."
He gave students another option to stand out

from the crowd.
"When you choose to love every day, and be ex-

cited about it, and sacrifice to be the best that you
can be, people are going to look at you and say,
'Wow, that's different, that's exciting and that's con-
tagious,'" Tebow said.
Tebow recently took his brand of inspiration on

a six city speaking tour. Tebow has been vocal about
creating a humanitarian legacy and spoke to People
magazine about his goal last year.
"I hope that when I'm 90 years old, I've accom-

plished a legacy that isn't all about me. I hope it's a
legacy about the people who our foundation helps,"
Tebow previously told People magazine. "We're
about to open a hospital in the Philippines. We'll
have this hospital where we can help kids who are
hurting; healing them physically, but encouraging
them emotionally and spiritually as well."
Tebow’s mother, Pam, will speak at a free event

open to the public on May 30 (See page 4, for de-
tails).

TIM TEBOW
continued from page 1

  The Heritage Foundation’s Ryan Anderson has articulated how this
basic view of religious liberty has found a place in our civil law. James
Madison’s Memorial and Remonstrance puts the point well: “The Re-
ligion then of every man must be left to the conviction and conscience
of every man; and it is the right of every man to exercise it as these may
dictate. 
This right is in its nature an unalienable right.” Madison argued that

it is an “arrogant pretension” to believe that “the Civil Magistrate is a
competent Judge of Religious Truth.”
  Also to their credit, Missouri lawmakers are likely to pass the “Stu-

dent of Association Act” (authored by Joshua Hawley, a University of
Missouri law school professor and founder of the Missouri Liberty Proj-
ect) that would prohibit universities in the state from withholding funds
or taking any action against student religious groups based on the
group’s “religious requirements or leadership standards.” 
The bill, sponsored in the House by Rep. Elijah Haahr, R-Springfield,

passed the House March 19 on a 117-38 vote. It has passed the Senate
Judiciary Committee and is expected to pass the Senate before this year’s
session concludes. 
It is believed that if Gov. Jay Nixon vetoes the measure, there are

enough votes in both chambers to override his veto, thus passing the
law.

LEGISLATION
continued from page 5
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Clay Center, Kan. – During May, over
six million students are expected to grad-
uate from high schools, colleges and uni-
versities.
These teenagers and twenty-some-

things will reach a milestone and have a
new beginning for themselves.  If you
know of a graduate, here are a few pieces
of commencement wisdom to pass
along.       
Rejoice and celebrate your achieve-

ment.  Years have been invested to get to
this point.  Do not let it slide by without
enjoying the moment.  Celebrate!     
Resolve to never give up.  There

were challenges in reaching this day and
there will be challenges tomorrow.  Re-
searchers say that there will be over 20%
of high school students and over 40% of
college and university students who will
never reach graduation.  You did.  You

overcame.
Recall the people that helped you

make it.  No man is an island to himself.
Thank the people who helped you along
the way.  Henry Ward Beecher once said,
"Gratitude is the fairest blossom, which
springs from the soul."
Release the heartache connected

with the journey.  Your celebration may
be bittersweet.  Maybe a loved one or
close friend has passed away and their
absence is heart-wrenching.  Maybe
there is some relationship conflict suck-
ing the joy out of the air.  When you re-
ceive that diploma or degree, vow to
release the pain and step into the future.
Remember Almighty God.  A wise

King once said, “Remember also your
Creator in the days of your youth” (Ec-
clesiastes 12:1).  It is very easy to forget
God when we are young.  A sense of ad-
venture, a desire to question and the
journey towards independence can all
lead there.
Yet, He has a way of keeping us in-

check.  It is often found in those times of
adversity when our determination and
ability cannot fix the situation.
We realize we are at the mercy of time,

chance or others.  God uses these mo-
ments to teach us that we need the inter-
vention of someone outside of ourselves

– Him.
As you reach this milestone, be re-

solved to depend upon God with all your
heart.  He is real and trustworthy.  May
you become a follower of Jesus, God’s

only Son, and may He bring you hope
for today and your future.

Clint Decker is President & Evangelist
with Great Awakenings, Inc.
cdecker@greatawakenings.org

There is one thing that is universal-we
all have a mother. As I contemplated this
upcoming day of honoring mothers, I
knew some of the reasons we celebrate
mothers.  
They carried us and kept us safe for

nine months while God
formed us, and they endured
the process of birth.   They
cared for us before we could
care for ourselves.  In most
cases they created an environ-
ment where we could grow
into remarkable adults.
Unfortunately, not all of us

had a mother who created that
environment and so we either
are disappointed by the
thought of Mother’s Day or we choose to
celebrate all the moms out there who are
endeavoring to raise children.  We cele-

brate not just moms, but all women who
teach and love children.
Miss Anna Jarvis was one of those re-

markable women. She was born to Mrs.
Anna Reeves Jarvis in 1864 and was one
of 11 children.  
Her mom was noted for being a com-

munity leader, active in church and
teacher of children.  When she died, Miss
Anna recited a small prayer she had heard
her mother pray.
“I hope that someone will found a me-

morial mother’s day commemorating her
for the matchless service she renders to
humanity in every field of life.  She is en-
titled to it.”
Anna spent much of her life making

this prayer a reality.  On the second an-
niversary of her mother’s death, she had
carnations given to each mother at church
services in Grafton, West Virginia.  By the

next year it was celebrated in the city of
Philadelphia.  Through her tenacious
work, Woodrow Wilson proclaimed

Mother’s Day as a national holiday in 1914
to be held each year on the second Sunday
of May. 
Unfortunately, Miss Anna became dis-

appointed because of the com-
mercialization of the day. Her
original idea was that children
would write a heartfelt letter by
hand to honor and show love to
their mothers.  She died at age
84, never marrying or having
any children of her own.
As I read this story my heart

was so saddened that what she
most wanted never became a re-
ality for her.  I agree and hope we

can turn this around and make 2015 a
year that we use our hearts to honor and
cherish our mothers.

In this age of possibilities, use your cre-
ative talents to make a special memory
happen for your mom.  Just like many re-
lationships in life “Money can’t buy her
love!” Think with your heart and plan
ahead. If your mother is not in the picture
or has passed take this opportunity to
honor another mother who could use this
encouragement.
Remember 1 Thessalonians 5:12-13

(paraphrased)  “And now friends, we ask
you to honor those leaders (Mothers) who
work so hard for you, who have been given
the responsibility of urging and guiding
you along in your obedience.  Overwhelm
them with appreciation and love!!”
Let’s start a Mother’s Day revolution;

one that would impact every mom. May
it echo throughout the land.

myopinion
Starting a Mother’s

Day revolution

CATHY
ERICKSON  
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co-author of People
Matter blog

Money can’t buy her love

CLINT 
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hopefortoday

And now friends, we ask you to
honor those leaders (Mothers) who
work so hard for you, who have
been given the responsibility of
urging and guiding you along in
your obedience.  Overwhelm them

with appreciation and love!

Commencement wisdom

Anna Jarvis
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