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A recent study conducted by the Barna
Group has divulged where the 100 biggest
U.S. cities fall when it comes to going to
church … and avoiding it.
“Every week, nearly half of Americans at-

tend church,” Barna researchers discovered.
“Nationwide, just over two in five Ameri-
cans (42 percent) are ‘very active’ churchgo-
ers — meaning they attend church weekly.
That’s a substantial number — yet it’s only
four percentage points higher than the
number of Americans who haven’t attended
church in the past six months (38 percent)
— people Barna Group defines as ‘church-
less.’” Kansas City makes the top 50.
Many cities, however, divert from the

norm significantly.
“However, church attendance varies

widely from city to city and region to re-

See UNCHURCHED CITIES page 22

From 
Branson to 

Oceans of Fun,
Here are Some

Staycation Ideas.
Page 6

Rebuilding Joplin, one photo at a time

Where does
KC Rank?

Most unchurched
cities listed

Photo recovery project reconnects owners
with photographs lost in 2011 tornado

by Michael F. Haverluck  

May 22, 2011, is a day Anita Leyba will
never forget.
That evening, Joplin Missouri took a di-

rect hit from a mile-wide, multiple-vortex
EF5 tornado. Anita and her husband took
shelter in their apartment. She recalled
hearing the building being ripped apart
around her.
“I have never been so afraid in my life,”

she said. “I screamed, I cried, I prayed. You
could hear the timber cracking.
“It just got worse and worse and worse.”

The Leybas’ entire building was reduced
to rubble. When the storm passed, they
pulled themselves out of the debris and saw
a shadow of what was once their city. Anita
remembers the first thing she noticed: the
trees, stripped bare of branches, leaves, and
bark. She recalled the piles of rubble —
desolation for as far as she could see, in
every direction.
She paused.
“We lost eight people in our apartment

building,” she said softly.

by Ryan Schuessler 

See JOPLIN page 23

Much of Joplin was leveled by the massive
2011 twister.  An effort is underway to re-
turn lost photos to survivors.
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The best hitters in Major League Base-
ball fail two-thirds of the time. This
year’s World Series champion likely will
lose 60 games. Fans who praise the man-
ager and players when they are winning
often want them to be fired or traded
during a losing streak.

  After a lifetime in the game, Dayton
Moore, senior vice president-baseball
operations and general manager of the
Kansas City Royals, has learned to never
get too high or too low.

  “You have to be able to manage fail-
ure well if you want to be successful on
the field,” he said “Make sure you are
not motivated by praise or defeated by
criticism.”

  Moore has seen both sides of the coin
since arriving in Kansas City nine years

FAITH AND FAMILY NIGHT AT THE “K” JULY 11

Royals General Manager Dayton
Moooorree Seeeekinng Trruuee Suucccceessss

by Alan Goforth  | Metro Voice News

See ROYALS page 23

LOOKING BEYOND WINS & LOSSESLOOKING BEYOND WINS & LOSSES

FAITH AND FAMILY DAY AT THE “K” JULY 11



Evangelist Luis Palau, whose ministry is
based in Portland, Ore., has revealed that
he and his wife will be moving temporarily
to New York City ahead of a massive, and
likely historical, evangelistic and celebratory
event taking place this summer at the Big

Apple's iconic Central
Park.

"Pat and I are moving
to New York City! Please
pray! We won't be there
for good. Just through
the summer ... until the
evangelistic festival in
Central Park on July 11.

It's a big move with a lot of details to iron
out," reads a statement from Palau's organ-
ization that was emailed to supporters.
"The opportunities for presenting the
Gospel in NYC are many and seem to come
in a flash. The team decided it would be

best to respond to the invitations if Pat and
I were living in the city, available at a mo-
ment's notice."

Palau has personally preached the gospel
to more than 30 million people all over the
world since becoming a missionary with
his wife in 1962, but the popular evangelist
has never preached in New York City on
such a grand stage. When he takes to the
“Great Lawn” this summer, the 80-year-old
Argentinian, known for his simple and ac-
cented gospel presentation and precise wit,
will have joined the ranks of other influen-
tial Christian leaders who have preached to
the masses at Central Park.

Pope John Paull II and evangelist Billy
Graham both held worship services on the
55-acre open lawn, in 1995 and in 1991, re-
spectively. The New York Times reported
that then-72-year-old Graham's "crusade
of love and redemption" was attended by
an estimated 250,000 people, while the
pope, 75 at the time, welcomed "a chanting,
cheering, joyously singing biblical multi-
tude" of more than 125,000 to Mass on the
Great Lawn.

For his part, an estimated 60,000 people

are expected to join Palau on the Great
Lawn in July, along with several recording
artists, for the event called NY CityFest. The
seasoned evangelist shared at a missions
conference in 2013 that he believed God
had given him a dream about preaching the
gospel in New York City, after he had lis-
tened to a Billy Graham crusade in 1959.

New York City, considered a global city,
is home to more than 8.4 million people
representing more than 500 people groups
and 800 distinct languages across five bor-
oughs, according to the 2013 census and
NYC Church Planting. Nearly 70 percent
of New Yorkers claim some kind of reli-
gious affiliation, with Roman Catholics
acounting for 52.5 percent of all religious
New Yorkers, according to City-Data.

Palau seemed most grateful to local
Christians and partners for helping to re-
alize his dream about preaching to the

masses in New York City.
"To be able to gather together in unity,

in one of the most iconic locations in the
world, and give this gift to the city — it's a
privilege. And it wouldn't have been possi-
ble without the hard work of hundreds of
churches and thousands of individuals
right here in New York City and around the
nation," Palau said.

The evangelist also gave special credit to
minority Christians who have lent their
support to NY CityServe, the good works
compliment of NY CityFest: "Seeing
the minorities step up and lead the way in
this effort has been one of the greatest thrills
for me. Many of them see this as their op-
portunity to bless the city and nation that
has given them so much. And now, to be
able to work together to proclaim 'Good
News in the City' — what a joy!"

Palau also expressed the desire that NY

CityFest would be an event to remember.
"It is my prayer and expectation that

many people will look back on this effort
years from now and see how God used this
time of their unity and service to do some-
thing special in the lives of so many people
in New York City," he said.

Several guests will be on stage before
Palau presents his "message about the
transformative power of hope" to the
masses in July. Recording artists TobyMac,
Israel Houghton, Matt Redman, Mandisa,
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Luis Palau moves to NYC ahead of massive Central Park crusade

MBCH Children and Family Min-
istries has announced a major expansion
of its “Freedom 43:19” Human Trafficking
Rescue program to include minors –
those in state custody as well as those pri-
vately placed into the program at MBCH’s
Lowe-Frillman Campus in Bridgeton,
Mo. 

The program, in existence since De-
cember 2013, has until now focused on re-
habilitation of up to 11 girls at a time
between the ages of 18 and 24 of any race,
religion, sexual orientation, disability, and

class. This enhanced program will
provide 24-hour supervision as
well as work closely with the
clients to provide therapy, increase
knowledge of healthy living skills
and healthy relationship education.
MBCH will also work closely with local
public schools to meet educational needs
and provide other educational programs
to meet the clients’ needs. 

MBCH Children and Family Min-
istries has responded to the needs of chil-
dren, youth and families for nearly 130

years. These ministries include
therapeutic group homes, preg-
nancy services, transitional living
services, foster care case manage-
ment services, treatment foster

care, foster family and relative/kinship re-
source development programs and family
reunification services. The agency has lo-
cations in St. Louis (Bridgeton), Spring-
field, Joplin, Mt. Vernon and locally in
Kansas City and Peculiar. 

For info: www.mbch.org or call 1-800-
264-6224.

MBCH Children and Family Ministries expands human trafficking outreach

by NICOLA MENZIE

Evangelistic giant follows
in footsteps of Pope John

Paul II, Billy Graham

PALAU

“To be able to gather
together in unity, in

one of the most iconic
locations in the world,
and give this gift to
the city — it's a privi-
lege. And it wouldn't
have been possible

without the hard work
of hundreds of

churches and thou-
sands of individuals
right here in New York
City and around the

nation.”

See PALAU page 18
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Undercoverage of autism results in fine

Missouri will soon have a human -
trafficking task force.

A resolution to establish that task
force was unanimously passed by the
Missouri legislature in the recently
ended 2014-15 session. The task force
will be responsible for raising aware-

ness, providing or-
ganizations and
agencies that enforce
human trafficking
laws a central place
to share informa-
tion, and making
recommendations
for legislation to the

General Assembly.
Proponents of trafficking legislation

say the human trafficking industry gen-
erates $150-billion a year in profits
worldwide, with an estimated 21-mil-
lion victims, 5.5 million of those being
children. Kansas City is listed by the FBI
as a major trafficking hub.

State Representative Elijah Haahr (R-
Springfield) sponsored the resolution
and said the task force has not been set
up yet, but positions will be filled in the
coming weeks.

“It would be a variety of sitting rep-

Missouri to have
task force about
human trafficking 

See TRAFFICKING page 5

HAAHR

Missouri has fined a major insurance
company $4.5 million for violating state
laws regarding insurance coverage of
autism spectrum issues and for covering
elective abortions. Missouri Governor Jay
Nixon announced the $4.5 million settle-
ment with Aetna, said to be the largest fine
the state has ever doled out for insurance

law violations.
"The landmark law

requiring insurance
companies to cover
autism spectrum disor-
ders was a great victory
for many thousands of
Missouri kids and their
families," said Gov.

Nixon in a statement.
"This agreement demonstrates that we

will hold Aetna or any other insurance
company responsible to the people of this
state — particularly children with autism
disorders — to provide the coverage the law
requires."

According to the settlement, Aetna ad-
mitted that it violated state law regarding
coverage of elective abortions and coverage
of autism spectrum disorders.

At issue were two state laws on insur-
ance, one from 1983 that says elective abor-
tions must come through optional
insurance and a 2010 law that mandates
coverage for certain autism treatments.

"Aetna reported that it paid nine claims
on health insurance contracts and plans is-
sued in Missouri for elective abortions
without an optional rider for which there
is paid an additional premium," noted the

settlement.
"Aetna [also] failed to offer coverage for

the diagnosis and treatment of autism
spectrum disorders to individuals holding
certificates of coverage under policies is-
sued to trusts, associations, or discretionary
groups as required by [law]."

Rohan Hutchings, a spokesperson for
Aetna, issued a statement:

"Aetna takes its responsibilities to its
members and to compliance very seriously.
When we make mistakes we take steps to
correct our errors and have already imple-
mented resolutions," read the statement.

"We have been working closely with the
Department of Insurance to rectify this sit-
uation."

According to the governor's office, this
is not the first time that Aetna has run afoul
of coverage laws and been fined.

"In 2012, the two Aetna companies also
admitted to violating the autism mandate
and paid a $1.5 million fine under a settle-
ment agreement with the Department of
Insurance," read the statement.

"The companies were required to un-
dertake a full and complete audit to ensure
compliance with all Missouri insurance
mandates. Aetna admits it did not under-
take that full compliance audit."

NIXON

by MICHAEL GRYBOSKI 

by Kyle Loethen

Seven local youth non-profit organiza-
tions came together May 23 in a first-of-its-
kind town hall meeting to discuss a

Collective Impact–the
follow up to the My
Brother’s Keeper Initia-
tive President Obama
first announced in Feb-
ruary 2014. 

The meeting was held
at Friendship Baptist
Church in Kansas City
and brought together

High Aspirations, Arts Tech, Boys Hope
Girls Hope, Kansas City Boys Choir, Urban
Rangers, Boys Grow and Friendship Baptist
Church. The meeting was facilitated by

Henry W. Wash, executive director of High
Aspirations. High Aspirations is a Kansas
City-based not-for-profit corporation sup-
porting the social, emotional, academic and
spiritual needs of African American males
ages 8 to 18.

One desired outcome from this event
was a partnership with all male youth or-
ganizations in the Kansas City area to come
together for a day of service in one urban
neighborhood. The goal being to include a
food drop, provide haircuts to those who
need them, help area seniors with their yard
maintenance and other chores.

Henry W. Wash, director of High Aspi-
rations has been organizing this event for
some time. “In regards to what is happen-

ing in Kansas City and abroad, we need a
Collective Impact, not just one day or one
time a year but all year long. We need our
young leaders to step up to the plate. We’d
like to invite anyone who is interested to
come out and join.”

Non-profits work to prevent more “Fergusons”
Young lives are being changed in Kansas City’s urban core.

WASH

i moreinformation
Partnering Organizations Websites:

www.highaspirationskc.org
www.artstech-kc.org www.boyshope-
girlshope.org www.kcboychoir.org 

www.urckc.org
Info: contact High Aspirations at 

www.highaspirationskc.org 
or call (816) 305-3334.

Christian Singles in Kansas City are invited to
what organizers say is the event of the
Summer–Summer Jam at the Beach!  The kickoff is
Saturday, June 20 from 6-9 p.m. at Longview Lake
Beach (11101 Raytown Road, KCMO). 
Dozens of area churches are partnering with

GenesisKC for this event with a goal of uniting at
least 200 Christian singles from across the Kansas
City area so that they can meet new friends and cel-
ebrate singleness. 
Singles in their 30s, 40s & 50s are invited to the

luau which will include the live band - Three Or-
ange Whips, a performance from Impact World
Tours’ Island Breeze, sand volleyball, group games,
great BBQ, dancing and so much more. Swimming
is also available, weather permitting. 
Cost is only $25 per person, dress is casual and

everyone is asked to bring their lawn chairs and
blankets. 
Genesis is a new Christian singles networking

ministry that actively promotes various singles

groups around the city including churches that offer
Divorce Care and Grief Share. 
  Since many churches don’t have a lot of activities

for adult singles, the goal of Genesis is to come along
side churches and offer social events that will allow
singles to connect and enjoy this season of their life
together, not alone. 
Singles are among the fastest growing segment of

any church population. They represent a majority
in many church bodies and a thriving church is one
that can successfully minister to their unique needs.
Genesis is blazing a trail in this area in KC and wit-
nessing hundreds of lives being touched. Organizers
say Genesis truly is a place for singles to begin, be-
long and become. 
Ticktes are available at www.genesiskc.com or

www.genesissummerjam.eventbrite.com. 

Singles invited to ‘Summer Jam at the Beach’

Not first time Aetna has run afoul of coverage  laws



(WNS)--The United States Commis-
sion on International Religious Freedom
(USCIRF) has urged the Obama adminis-
tration to increase public pressure on for-
eign governments “perpetrating or
tolerating” severe persecution of religious
minorities around the world.

“Humanitarian crises fueled by waves of
terror, intimidation, and violence have en-
gulfed an alarming number of countries in
the year since the release of [USCIRF’s]
prior annual report last May,” the report
says. “The horrors of the past year speak
volumes about how and why religious free-
dom and the protection of the rights of
vulnerable religious communities matter.”

The report, which spans January 2014
to January 2015, is USCIRF’s 16th since
Congress created the commission in 1998
to provide independent recommendations
to the president, secretary of state, and
Congress. True to form, USCIRF called on
the State Department to dramatically in-
crease its list of “countries of particularly
concern,” or CPCs, from the current nine
to 17.

The commission drew specific attention
to five countries: Iraq, Syria, Nigeria, Cen-
tral African Republic, and Burma, where

widespread atrocities have taken place. Of
those countries, the State Department
listed only Burma, also known as Myan-

mar, as a CPC in its report last year, which
drew criticism for several omissions. The
commission also recommended adding

Pakistan (for the 14th straight year), Egypt,
Tajikistan, and Vietnam as CPCs.

The commission expressed its support
for the International Criminal Court to in-
vestigate ISIS violations in Iraq and Syria
against religious and ethnic minorities. In
those two countries, ISIS-related violence
has internally displaced some 8.5 million
persons—many of them Yazidis and Chris-
tians—plus another 3.3 million who have
fled to neighboring states.

Militant violence has displaced some 1
million persons in both Nigeria, where
Boko Haram has taken control of a large
swath of land, and Central African Repub-
lic. The report called for immediate “emer-
gency action” to address the growing
humanitarian crises.

The commission urged the administra-
tion to increase U.S. government attention
to 10 additional countries it listed as tier
two offenders: Afghanistan, Azerbaijan,
Cuba, India, Indonesia, Kazakhstan, Laos,
Malaysia, Russia, and Turkey. It also high-
lighted concerns in Bahrain, Bangladesh,
Belarus, Cyprus, Kyrgyzstan, and Sri Lanka.

The report drew attention to the Janu-
ary terrorist attacks in Paris as a warning
sign to Western nations.

Kansas pastor Steve Dighton
will be nominated for first vice
president of the Southern Bap-
tist Convention, Texas pastor
and former SBC president Jack
Graham announced May 12.

Dighton is senior pastoral
advisor at Lenexa Baptist
Church, which he founded 25
years ago and where he served

as senior pastor until this spring. 
"I have long admired Steve's

steadfast love and commitment to
preaching the Gospel and his pas-
sion for people and for leading the
church,” stated Jack Graham, pas-
tor of Prestonwood Baptist
Church in Plano, Texas.

“He is a wonderful friend to
pastors and a humble servant

leader. He is truly everything that a South-
ern Baptist pastor and leader should be." 

When Dighton founded Lenexa in
1990, the church had less than 100 mem-
bers. 

It has since grown to more than 6,000,
with three satellite campuses in Missouri
and two in Kansas. He and his wife Mary,
married for 44 years, have two children
and four grandchildren.
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Locations 
all over the 
KC metro! 

Find yours at: 

“World's Best Plants and Pottery!”

www.kawvalleygreenhouses.com

Pastor Steve Dighton nominated for leadership role

DIGHTON

Religious freedom panel: Terror, violence spreading worldwide

See PANEL page  19

by J.C. Derrick



Theology for Everyone Presentation
Dr Thomas Noble, Senior Research Fellow at

Nazarene Theologial Col-
lege, Manchester, England
will speak at Christ Church
Anglican, Overland Park,
on June 6th at 8 a.m. The
topic is his world premiere
presentation of The Gospel
and the Creed. It includes
a hot breakfast and two
40-minute talks separated

by discussion time and Q&A. Tickets are $25.
Call 913.648.2271.

New retreat center opens
Risen Lamb International Church of the

Nazarene, has opened the Risen Lamb Prayer
Room and Retreat Center, 5301 Metropolitan
Avenue, KCK. It’s is open to the public for day-
time retreats. 
All individuals or small groups seeking a

quiet, sacred space to gather, pray, meditate,
journal or read resources about prayer are wel-
come. The prayer room provides a peaceful
space for solitude or can be scheduled in ad-
vance for groups of up to eight people. Guests
seeking spiritual guidance may schedule a time
of spiritual direction with one of the pastoral
staff, and groups may inquire about scheduling
a member of the pastoral team to lead or speak
at a retreat. Support is generated from dona-
tions but is not required. 

Contact Rev. Philip Friday at
pobfriday@yahoo.com or call 913-287-9418.

KS Legislature Moves Elections To Fall
Kansas legislators have agreed to move local

elections to the fall in odd-numbered years.
Representatives

from the Senate and
House came to a
compromise in May
after each chamber
passed different ver-
sions of the same
elections reform bill earlier in the session.
Republican Rep. Mark Kahrs of Wichita says

the move would boost turnout to between 30
percent and 40 percent — more than double
the turnout in most recent local elections. The

bill also would bar general election candidates
from dropping out of the race unless experienc-
ing “severe medical hardship.”
Presidential primaries in the state also

would be canceled under the bill.
The compromise would become law once it

is approved by both full chambers and signed
by the governor.

Brownback Faces Fake Recall Petition
WIBW radio in Topeka reports that a group

of about 75 protesters held a rally in the Kansas
Capitol building calling for the recall of Gover-
nor Brownback.
Moveon.org, the discredited community or-

ganizing group that has come under fire for il-
licit campaigning across the U.S., delivered
petitions they say contained 38,000 signatures

from across the United States.
Jan Swartzendruber, Moveon.org organizer

for Kansas, told WIBW, “Enough is enough. This
is not the kind of people we are. We care for
one another and we want money spent on pub-
lic education and we want no tax breaks for
people that don’t need them. We want every-
body to pay their fair share.”
The group says the petition includes signa-

tures from across the country.
Government officials see it as a use of free

speech which is well within their rights.
“I think it’s good that you live in a country

that people have an opinion and they can ex-
press that opinion freely,” said Eileen Hawley,
Governor Brownback’s media relations director.
The petition created by Tony Piazza, is not a

legal recall of Governor Brownback.
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resentatives, senators, some members of
non-governmental organizations, and a
variety of other affiliated groups that
would have input on the best way to com-
bat the trafficking issue in Missouri,” said
Haahr.  

“The point of the task force is to meet
during the 2015 year and then to come
back and have some proposals about
what it is that the legislature can do to in
order to coordinate and take on the traf-
ficking issues in the state of Missouri.”

Haahr doesn’t want to stop there.  He
says he will continue to push for stricter
trafficking laws by proposing legislation
that would make illegal any advertise-
ments that could lead to human traffick-
ing.  

Haahr proposed a bill that would ban
such advertisements this year, but the

Senate did not take a vote on it.
“It’s not that anybody was ever op-

posed to it; it received unanimous votes
along the way,” said Haahr.  “When the
Senate had its last week where it didn’t re-
ally pass anything other than right to
work and the FRA, 152 was sitting on the
Senate calendar and it just never got past
the finish line.”

Haahr blames Senate Democrats for
filibustering after passage of a “right to
work” bill, for the human trafficking leg-
islation being left unheard on the Senate
calendar.

U.S Congresswoman Ann Wagner has
proposed a similar bill at the federal level.
“I want to compliment her on all her
work and the fact that she’s finally got that
through the U.S. House, and U.S. Senate,
and it’s on its way to the president,” said
Haahr. “Obviously, what I’m doing on the
state is just a small version of what she’s
doing on the federal level.”

TRAFFICKING
continued from page 3

localbriefs

NOBLE



“Branson was tourist country as early
as the 1890s, when people arrived by boat
on the White River,” said Jean Babcock of
the Branson Centennial Museum. “It wasn’t
easy to get to, but hunters and fishermen from
Kansas City and St. Louis had camps here.”

CHICAGO CONNECTION
However, it took a few transplants from Chicago to

put Branson on the map. The Rev. Harold Bell
Wright spent sev-
eral summers in the area
before writing his best-
selling book “The Shep-
herd of the Hills” in 1907.
The nightly performances of
the timeless story have become
the nation’s longest-running
outdoor drama.
Chicagoans Hugo and Mary Her-

schend, with sons Jack and Pete, arrived in 1946 to operate Marvel Cave.
In 1960, Silver Dollar City opened to give guests something to do while
waiting for cave tours. The park, which celebrated its 50th birthday last year,
has attracted more than 65 million guests and pumped more than $100 mil-
lion into the Missouri economy.
  Silver Dollar City received national publicity that money couldn’t buy

when five episodes of “The Beverly Hillbillies” were filmed there in 1969.
“We were well known within 300 miles,” Jack Herschend said, “but

when you got outside that range, nobody had heard of Branson. Then
we were on the No. 1-ranked television show in the nation – even
though nobody admitted they watched it. All of a sudden, we were
known all over the country. It was a great gift to us.”
Today, Silver Dollar City features 12 performance venues; 32

rides and attractions; 12 restaurants; 60 shops; and eight annual
festivals. The staff works constantly to make the park relevant to
younger generations.
“Mary Herschend gave us a great blessing,” Thomas said.

“She did her own marketing research and stayed in touch with
the customer of that day. Fast forward all these years, and we
continue to do market research. We ask people what they

Branson expects larger crowds this season than in recent years as one of the nation’s
vacation destination hotspots has seemingly recovered from a sluggish economy and
tornado that swept through the community in February, 2012. And, as Branson cele-
brates 133 years, it still centers on faith and family.

“We are very blessed that we have been able to weather the re-
cession,” said Brad Thomas, president of Silver Dollar City Attrac-
tions/Herschend Family Entertainment. “What we in Branson find
is that because we are an affordable vacation, when times get tough,
Branson is a great alterna-
tive. We are right in the mid-
dle of the country.
“If someone wants to

come and find elegant din-
ing and lodging, we have

that. But if someone wants to come to Branson
and look for affordable lodging and meals, we also
have that.”
The Branson summer schedule is packed with

festivals, shows and attractions, as well as the familiar bumper boats, T-shirt shops and
ice cream stands. Although the city has a rich tradition in mining and timber, tourism
was the area’s lifeblood even before it was incorporated.
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Popular vacation spot still going strong after 133 years
BRANSON IS BACK!

by Alan Goforth

“I am astounded when I get a
chance to visit with guests and
find people who have been here
eight or 10 times and didn’t

know there is a cave”
Jack Herschend

See BRANSON page 7

THOMAS

Silver Dollar City offers over 12 new attractions in 2015.



twitter.com/metrovoice

want to see. We find out those things we
could do better and those things people
would like to see change.”
Even with new events and attractions,

some longtime features of the park remain
hidden in plain sight.
“I am astounded when I get a chance to

visit with guests and find people who have
been here eight or 10 times and didn’t
know there is a cave,” Herschend said.
“They walk right over it and right by the
entrance and not know it’s there. I also am
amazed some people don’t know there is
a team train ride because of all the trees
and buildings.”
He has no doubt about his favorite at-

traction. “That’s a given,” he said. “It would
have to be the cave.”
Thomas has advice for visitors who

want to avoid long lines at the more pop-
ular rides and attractions.
“Silver Dollar City opens for breakfast

every morning at 8:30,” he said. “The best
tip I can give anyone is come on in, get
here at 8:30 and get your family through
the turnstiles. Then when the city opens,
you can get in line and enjoy the rides and
attractions.”

OTHER OPTIONS
The Herschend family also owns the

Showboat Branson Belle on nearby Table
Rock Lake. This features a gospel cruise
August 30 through September 6 plus two
alternating shows–Celebrate Gold and
Celebrate Blue with different performers
and show styles.
“Janice Martin is an amazing talent,

and we are excited about what she has in
store for the new show,” said Jim Moeskau,
general manager of the Branson Belle.
“Her aerial performance and mastery of
the violin, piano and vocals is a unique ex-
perience, not just in Branson, but any-
where.”
Passengers on the dinner and lunch

cruises don’t have to worry about icebergs
on the lake. However, they can learn about
one of the most famous nautical disasters
in history at the Titanic Museum. 
For visitors who want to be inspired,

the Sight and Sound Theatre is showing
an amazing production of “Jonah” which
is sure to amaze kids and adults alike. The
show will run through the end of Decem-
ber. 
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See BRANSON page 10

The Haygoods, noted as one of the most high-energy
acts in Branson, are drawing young adult audiences,
and changing how Branson is viewed.

Christian Music, Fellowship & Water
Come Together at Oceans of Fun
Worlds of Fun’s new event, Fellowship Fun Night, will fea-

ture Canadian Christian rock band, Manic Drive, on June 24
at Coconut Cove in the Oceans of Fun section of the park. The
new event’s schedule includes a Christian DJ beginning at 7:00
p.m., a performance by Manic Drive at 9:00 p.m., and an au-
tograph session following.
Fellowship Fun Night provides a great opportunity for

young Christians from the Metro area to mingle while expe-
riencing Worlds of Fun’s entertainment and thrills. To enjoy
Manic Drive’s performance and the rest of Fellowship Fun
Night, guests receive special access to Oceans of Fun’s Coconut
Cove at 7:00 p.m. after the waterpark closes to the general pub-
lic. Coconut Cove features slides and waterfalls for guests while
the best of Christian music fills the park. 

All Fellowship Fun Night guests will have the chance to re-
ceive a personally signed autograph from Manic Drive’s

Manic Drive

See Oceans of Fun page 8



St. Louis and Kansas City are traditional
destinations for families looking for great
vacations just a few hours from home.
While they offer big-city opportunity they
also offer big city prices!  Many families are
discovering southern Missouri––the
Ozarks––are a vacation gem. Missouri’s
third largest city, Springfield, is actively
marketing all that southwest Missouri has
to offer. Combined with Branson and the
area’s abundant lakes, an Ozarks vacation
will fit the needs of most any family look-
ing for value, variety and memories.

  Part big city, part hometown hospital-
ity, Springfield is a unique place, and be-
cause of it, has plenty of unique things to
do. Perfect for families, for city vacations
or outdoor getaways, or some combina-
tion of both, you’ll find everything you
can imagine, except a dull moment. And
all at affordable prices. 
There is plenty in Springfield to enter-

tain anyone - individuals and families
alike. Attractions include Bass Pro Shops
Outdoor World, Wilson’s Creek National
Battlefield, Fantastic Caverns, Springfield
Cardinals Double-A Baseball, Dickerson
Park Zoo, Discovery Center, Jordan Valley
Ice Park, “Birthplace of Route 66” and The

Stained Glass Theatre  featuring The Fore-
runner, by Ron Boutwell which runs June
4 through July 4.  It’s the story of a family
of heroes where you’ll meet John the Bap-
tist and his parents, Elizabeth and
Zacharias who sacrificed it all for their
Lord. for their Lord.
Springfield is the region’s shopping

hub, including Battlefield Mall with 170
shops and major department store an-
chors. Specialty shops, urban style bou-
tiques and antique malls abound. Bass
Pro’s flagship store has something for
everyone - whether they’re an outdoor en-
thusiast or not - boasting a variety of out-
door gear and clothing for men and
women.

But if you are looking for something
unique, the area has many interesting and
affordable attractions and activities from
zoos to trails.

Check out these great family activities in the
Ozarks region:
Air & Military Museum of the Ozarks
Baker Observatory - MSU
Battle of Carthage State Historic Site
Battle of Springfield Driving Tour
Bennett Spring State Park

Busiek State Forest and Wildlife Area
Cape Fair Marina
Civil War Library at Wilson’s Creek 
National Battlefield
Stained Glass Theater
Wild Animal Safari
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OCEANS OF FUN
continued from page 7

DON’T FORGET THE OZARKS!
by Anita Widaman

award-winning band members Michael
and Shawn Cavallo and Anthony Mor-
eino. In 2012, Manic Drive’s album Epic
(2011) received the Gospel Music Associ-
ation of Canada Covenant Awards, Hard
Rock/Alternative Album of the Year.
Manic Drive’s latest album, VIP (2014)
features the “VIP” track, which hit the top
of the Christian Billboard charts shortly
after the album’s release. 
“We are thrilled to bring Manic Drive

for guests to experience a poolside per-
formance at Worlds of Fun,” said Corpo-
rate Director of Entertainment Brent Barr,
“We are always thinking up new ways to
combine park thrills with new entertain-
ment options.” 
With purchase of a Fellowship Fun

Night ticket, guests are invited to explore
the thrills of Worlds of Fun and Oceans of
Fun before the event and check out the
new additions to the park. During the
2015 season, Worlds of Fun added Splash
Island, a 4200-square-foot interactive
water attraction to the waterpark’s many
thrills and attractions. Fellowship Fun
Night guests are also invited to guide
across the calm waters of Buccaneer Bay
at Oceans of Fun on the new giant swan
paddle boats before the poolside DJ be-
gins at 7:00p.m.
Season passholders may purchase Fun

Night tickets for $14.99 in advance. Reg-
ular event and admission tickets begin at
$24.99 per guests for groups of 15 plus.
When purchased in advance, groups re-
ceive one free ticket for every 15 admis-
sions purchased. Tickets include event
access, plus admittance to Worlds of Fun
and Oceans of Fun after 4:00 p.m.
For more information and to purchase

tickets or a Worlds of Fun season pass,
please visit worldsoffun.com. 

Stained
Glass 
Theatre
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Powell Gardens, Kansas City’s botanical gardenTM 
30 miles east of KC on Highway 50
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Branson offers countless other attrac-
tions for every taste, from the Acrobats of

China to zip lines to golf (both real and
miniature)  to a family that is drawing
younger families and young adults–The
Haygoods with their heart pounding and
theatrical performances. As Babcock from

the Centennial Museum summed it up,
“Now, of course, it’s all about entertain-
ment and tourism.”
For more information, please visit

www.branson.com.

BRANSON
continued from page 7
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Clay Center, Kan. - Tony Fadell was
the architect of something you have
probably heard of – the iPod.  Under the
direction of Apple CEO, Steve Jobs,
Fadell and his team developed the new
technology.  What was the purpose for
this industry-changing gadget?  Accord-
ing to Jobs, it was to put “1,000 songs in
your pocket.”
The God of heaven and earth is the ar-

chitect of human beings making them
male and female, and He wants to put a

purpose in every man’s heart.  God has
created men for a much higher calling
then what we observe in society.
First, there is the TV-sitcom guy.  He

is portrayed as lazy, lacking character and
more interested in being entertained
than anything else.
Then there is the work-all-the-time

guy. This type of man is viewed as a
workaholic, highly driven and finds his
personal worth tethered to his occupa-
tion.
God called it “good” when he made

the man and into the fabric of his being
He built an instinctive desire to protect,
provide and lead.  However, that is to be
carried out within the framework of two
very important commandments:  love
God and love others.
This is where men get side tracked and

draw some valid criticism. The TV-sit-
com guy thinks life is about his fun, and
the work-all-the-time guy, his career.  In

neither case is there a humble attitude of
love through service to those whom the
man has been given responsibility for. 
God has a vision for every man.  It is

discovered through Jesus, the standard
for all men.  He was the hardest working
man of His day, and during a time of cri-
sis we saw the heart of this man’s man.  It
was the moment He suffered and died
on His cross.  He willingly laid down His
life for the sake of others.  Men are called
to live the same way. Regardless if a man
is married or single, he is urged to ob-

serve the attitude of humility that spills
out of this Scripture “Husbands, love
your wives, as Christ loved the church
and gave himself up for her” (Ephesians
5:25).
Jesus has pioneered a new path for all

men.  Turn to Him and aspire to become
the kind of man He was and still is today.
May He be your hope for today and
model for genuine manhood.

Clint Decker is President & Evangelist
with Great Awakenings, Inc.
cdecker@greatawakenings.org

For nearly 22 years, I’ve had the privi-
lege of being called “Dad” and just a few
days ago, my third (of four) child gradu-
ated from high school. 
As a young dad, I was told, “The time

will fly by” and it is true. I can vividly re-
member like it was yesterday coming
home from the hospital holding each of
my children like a football in one arm and
now, my wife and I are very close to be-
coming empty nesters. 
My responsibilities as a dad will never

end in the years to come, but certainly
having them under my roof 24/7 is com-
ing to a screeching halt.
My 20-plus years as a dad has been a life

changing experience. There are countless
lessons and memories, some of which I
will cherish forever and others I would like
to forget. I have made my share of mis-
takes, and I have succeeded from time to
time as well.
A wise person once stated, “You can

learn a lot by looking.” From my perspec-
tive looking back, here is my Top 10 rec-
ommendation list for dads:
#10 Laugh Frequently: Life is too

short to be so serious. Create memorable
moments by initiating laughter in your
home. Laughter and a joyful heart is good
medicine for the soul (Proverbs 17:22). As
I look through old photo albums and
homemade videos, I’m reminded of many

humorous events over the last 20 years. As
a dad, set the atmosphere and mood of
your home where laughter is welcome. Let
me encourage you to look for opportuni-
ties to laugh at yourself and with your
family.
#9 Connect With Others: People

were never meant to walk solo in this life.
My wife and I worked hard in our home
stressing that family relationships were
priority so our kids grew up knowing we
had an expectation they would be each
other’s best friend. We also recognized the
importance of them connecting with
adults as well as kids their own age. There
are several families who became surrogate
parents to our kids and we did the same
for their children. These relationships
shaped and strengthened our kids. I’m
grateful for the power of relationships.
#8 Continue to Romance Your

Wife:Too often, shortly after being mar-
ried and having kids, many men stop pur-
suing their wife romantically. One of the
greatest gifts you can give your children is
for them to see you loving and romancing
your wife deeply. While this will take work
and effort, it will be well worth it. Children
flourish and grow when they see mom
and dad caring for each other. It is very
tough on children to see their parents
bickering, arguing and fighting. At the end
of the day, they need to know you and
mom are committed to one another both
in words and deeds.
#7 Take Advantage of Teachable

Moments: Pretty much every day there
are multiple opportunities to teach and
train your kids. One of my dear friends
told me every time he gets into the car
with one of his kids, he keeps his eyes and
ears open seeking a way to share an im-
portant life lesson. While it may take some
work, you can draw upon both positive
and negative experiences to speak life into

your kids. Let me encourage you to even
discuss difficult and messy situations with
them because the learning opportunities
are great.
#6  Cherish the Time: I will admit

there have been times when I wanted to
strangle my kids and I couldn’t wait for
them to grow up and go away. Today, I’m
singing a whole different tune. Rather
than having this attitude, I wish I would
have enjoyed more fully the simple mo-
ments of just being together. I recently was
with a dad who years ago demanded his
kids be in competitive sports during their
pre-teen and teenage years. He confided
to me, “I wish we would have taken more
vacations during those years.” He will
never be able to regain time that was lost.
#5 Let Your Children Pursue

Their Dreams and Passions: One of
the greatest things a dad can do for their
child is to help them achieve their God-
given potential. Rather than forcing your
agenda on your kid, help them discover
and develop into the unique person God
has created them to be. Many fathers live
vicariously through their children want-
ing them to excel and achieve in their in-

terest areas. Helpful dads encourage their
kids to pursue their own dreams.
#4 Speak Positive and Encourag-

ing Words: Proverbs 18:21 says, “Death
and life are in the power of the tongue.”
Our words can make or break our kids.
Before speaking, evaluate not only the
words you are about to speak but also the
tone of voice you will have in delivering
those words. I have subscribed to what is
known by many as the “Magic Ratio”
which states we need to have five positive
messages for a single negative message.
This 5:1 ratio will allow your kids to ma-
ture and develop fully.
#3 Listen Closely: There is a reason

God gave us two ears and one mouth. It is
so easy to get on our personal soap box
and start preaching a sermonette. Stephen
Covey stated in his “7 Principles of Highly
Successful People” to, “Seek to understand,
before you are understood.” The principle
here is to closely listen to your kids and
hear them out before you give your opin-
ions or thoughts. Some of the most pro-
found lessons I have learned is by closely
listening.

myopinion

ROD
HANDLEY
Founder, President of
Character that Counts

Man to man: Dad advice!

CLINT 
DECKER 
President and
Evangelist with
Great
Awakenings, Inc.

hopefortoday

What is a real man? 
See MAN TO MAN page 22



CONCERTS
THE LEFEVRE QUARTET. June 4, 7:00 pm.  First
Christian Church, 2151 S. Jefferson, Kearney, MO. 816-
628-5583.
THE GREAT ROMANCE IN CONCERT. June 6, 7:30
pm. FireEscape Coffeehouse, 126 W. Main St., Chanute,
KS 66720. $5 per person. Enjoy a night of rock and wor-
ship with The Great Romance – all ages show. Coffee
drinks, smoothies and snacks available! 620-431-6087.
AMERICAN RHAPSODY. June 7, 6:30 pm. First Baptist
Church Raytown, 10500 E. 350 Highway, Raytown, MO
64138. With Annie Moses Band, Joshua Carswell. 816-
353-1994.
RESOUND FEST. June 12-14. Miracle Hills Ranch,
Bethany, MO 64424. Groups include: Bread of Stone,
Josh Wilson, Tina Maria Griffin, Colton Dixon, Break the
Fall, 7th Time Down, Plumb, Royal Taylor, Josh Brewer,
and For King & Country. 660-425-2277.
FELLOWSHIP FUN NIGHT. June 24.  Oceans of Fun,
KCMO.   Manic Drive concert at  9 p.m.  Enjoy Ocean
and World of Fun during the day.   Christian DJ at 7 pm.
Prices at www.worldsoffun.com
THE BLACKWOOD BROTHERS QUARTET. July 10,
7:00 pm. First Christian Church, 2151 S. Jefferson, Kear-
ney, MO. 816-628-5583.
2015 PRAISE FEST. July 13-July 18, 6:55-9:55 pm.
Riverview Ministries, 439 N Division St., Cedar Falls, IA
50613. Six days of southern gospel music. Sponsored
by Riverview Ministries. 319-268-0787.
9th ANNUAL SMITHVILLE CHRISTIAN FAMILY
DAY. July 25, 10:00 am. Smithville Downtown Court-
yard Stage, 100 E. Main St., Smithville, MO 64089. Free
Event. Smithville Christian Family Day will feature 12
of the Nehemiah Fest Christian bands in a day of music,
fun and fellowship. 816-645-1982.
CASTING CROWNS. Aug. 20.  Missouri State Fair,
Sedalia, MO. 660-530-5611.  
SANCTUS REAL.August 23. Civic Center Park, 100 N.

4th St., St. Joseph, MO. Organized by Trails West. 816-
232-1912. SOUTHERN GOSPEL

(CALL FOR GROUPS)
ALPHA OMEGA CHRISTIAN MUSIC ASSOCIATION
MONTHLY MEETING, PRAYER, DEVOTION,
POTLUCK AND JAM. FIRST FRIDAY, ALPHA OMEGA
CHRISTIAN MUSIC ASSOCIATION MONTHLY MEETING,
PRAYER, DEVOTION, POTLUCK AND JAM.  FIRST FRI-
DAY, 7pm.  10035 E. Westport Rd., Indep., MO 64052.  
MO-KAN GOSPEL MUSIC ASSOCIATION POTLUCK
AND JAM. FOURTH FRIDAY (except for Nov. & Dec.
when we meet on the 3rd Fri.).  Northland Christian
Church, 6120 NE 48th St., KCMO.   913-432-0359.
PENTECOSTAL TABERNACLE CHURCH. SECOND
SATURDAY, 6pm.  341 S. 72nd St., Kansas City, KS 66111.
Praise and Worship songs of Zion.  913-334-1009.
CGMA NW MO CHAPTER MEETING, GOSPEL
MUSIC AND POTLUCK. SECOND SATURDAY.  Faith
Assembly of God Church, South 13 Hwy, Polo, MO.
Travel North on I-35 North, go North of Liberty to the
Polo/Lathrop Exit.  Turn right onto 116 Hwy.  Go 12 miles
to 13 Hwy.  Turn left and go ¼ mile.  pegcla@msn.com.
MOMENT OF TRUTH BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH.
THIRD SATURDAY in January, May, September & Octo-
ber, 7pm.  310 Randolph Rd, Claycomo, MO.  Gospel
music sing.  816-452-4426.

RADIANT LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD. LAST SUNDAY,
6:30 p.m. Hwy. 33, Kearney, MO. Open mike. Gospel
sing.  
GOSPEL JAMBOREE. SECOND THURSDAY, 7 p.m.  Life
Christian Center, 1650 E Langsford Road, Lee’s Summit,
MO.  816-878-4694.   
PARADISE BAPTIST CHURCH. SECOND SUNDAY, 6
p.m.  Pot luck dinner at 5 p.m.  Paradise Missouri.  816-
591-1020.

CLASSES, SEMINARS, 
CONFERENCES
CLASSICAL CONVERSATIONS’ PARENT PRACTI-
CUM. June 2-4, 9:00am. Lenexa Christian Center,
17500 W 87th St., Lenexa, KS 66219. 3-day free training
event for those interested in homeschooling. To regis-
ter, go to www.classicalconversations.com.
‘GET UP AND GO’ OLDER ADULT DRIVING EXPO.
June 3, 8:30 am-12:30 pm. KU Edwards Campus, Reg-
nier Hall, 12600 Quivira Rd., Overland Park, KS 66213.
Free, no registration. Keynote Speaker: Susan Cohen.
Topics include: maximizing safety through good driving
habits, understanding medical conditions that affect
driving, planning for and transitioning to ‘driving re-
tirement’. 913-327-8239.
AVOID PROBATE. June 4, 7:00 pm. Lewis Living Trust

Center, 700 NE Langsford, Lee’s Summit, MO 64063.
816-524-3200.
CHRESTEN & BRIDGETTE TOMLIN. June 7, 10:30 am
& 6:00 pm. June 8-10, 7:00 pm nightly. Church on the
Rock Outreach Center, 1700 SW Market St., Lee’s Sum-
mit, MO. They have been involved in full-time preach-
ing and music evangelism for the past 17 years.
816-246-7625.
KIDS SUMMER CAMP. June 8. Heart of America
Christian Fellowship, 7600 Blue Ride Blvd., Kansas City,
MO 64138. Morning=Academics; Afternoons Summer
Camp Activities, Ages Pre-school thru 12th grade. 816-
356-6380.
SUMMER MUSIC CAMP. June 8-12, 9:30-11:30 am.
Leawood Baptist Church, 83rd and State Line Road,
Leawood, KS 66206. $5.00 per child, no more than
$10.00 per family (for one or both camps). Children
entering kindergarten through entering 4th grade.
Performance during Sunday service, June 14. 913-649-
0100.
SUMMER HANDBELL CAMP. June 8-12, 9:30-11:30
am. Leawood Baptist Church, 83rd and State Line
Road, Leawood, KS 66206. $5.00 per child, no more
than $10.00 per family (for one or both camps). You
must register your attendance by June 1. Children en-
tering 5th grade through adults of all ages. Perform-
ance during Sunday service, June 14. 913-649-0100.
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL. June 11-14, 6:00 pm. In-
dependence First United Methodist Church, 400 W
Maple Ave., Independence, MO 64050. Vacation Bible
School for 4-10 year old children. There will also be a
Pastor led “Humor and Faith” session for Adults. 816-
863-4662.
RECONCILIATION WEEKEND. June 12-14. For women
and men struggling from the pain and loss of abortion.
Space is limited. Sponsored by If Not For Grace. Contact
Jama at jedlund@infg.org or more information 816-
847-2911. 
NAVIGATING THE LEGAL SYSTEM IN HAITI. June
13, 9:00 am-12:00 pm. Rockhurst University, Massman
Room 250, 1100 Rockhurst Rd., Kansas City, MO 64110.
Presentations include: navigating creation of new reg-
istered non-profits, navigating land/home purchases
in Haiti, navigating employment of local Haitians, and
navigating Haitian adoption laws.
EVAN LEVINE. June 13, 10:00 am. Or HaOlam Mes-
sianic Congregation, 7029 w 74th St., Overland Park,
KS. Evan is the director of HaTikva Project, which exists
to serve the needs of the poor, oppressed and needy
Jewish believers in Israel. 913-383-8448.
BE A SUPER HERO VBS. June 14-17, 6:00 pm. Blue
River Church of Christ, 221 NE Woods Chapel Road,
Lee’s Summit, MO 64064. Join us for Bible stories,
games, crafts, prizes, snacks and more during our Va-
cation Bible School! Open to ages 6th grades and
under! Register on our website: www.bluerivercofc.org.
816-3737448.
MISSOURI RIGHT TO LIFE STATEWIDE EDUCA-
TION AND LEADERSHIP MEETING. June 20, 10:00
am. Immaculate Conception Parish, Pleus Hall, 1206
E. McCarty, Jefferson City, MO. Lunch provided with
free-will offering. Call 573-635-5310.
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AMERICAN RHAPSODY. 6:30 P.M. AT FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH RAYTOWN,10500 E. 350 HIGHWAY, RAYTOWN, MO. FEATURING THE ANNIE MOSES
BAND (PICTURED) AND JOSHUA CARSWELL. FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CALL 816-353-1994.
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YOUTH DANCE INTENSIVE. June 22-26. Dramatic
Truth, 10510 Grandview Rd., Kansas City, MO.
Boys/Girls ages 8-13. Sponsored by Dramatic Truth.
816-767-9222 dramatictruth.org.
HER CHOICE TO HEAL. June 22. An abortion recovery
class. Sponsored by If Not For Grace. For more info reg-
ister for this 9-week class, contact Jama at
jedlund@infg.org or call 816-847-2911. 
AVOID PROBATE. June 23, 7:00 pm. Lewis Living
Trust Center, 700 NE Langsford, Lee’s Summit, MO
64063. 816-524-3200.
JOHN RAMIREZ. June 26, 27, 28, & 29, 7 p.m.; June
28, 11 a.m.  First Love Ministries Church, 4747 Hadley
Ave., Overland Park, KS  66203.   A former Satanic high
priest & warlock who is now saved and a Christian
Evangelist and was mentored by David Wilkerson.  913-
403-9644.  
MUSICAL BOOT CAMP. June 26, 10:00 am-4:00 pm;
June 27, 10:00 am-4:00 pm & June 28, 4:00 pm-7:00
pm (Final Practice & Pizza Party 4:00 pm-6:00 pm;
show starts at 6:00 pm.) First Baptist North Kansas
City, 2205 Iron Street, Kansas City, MO. Registration is
FREE and includes snacks and lunch Friday and Sat-
urday, pizza party Sunday evening and a Musical Boot
Camp t-shirt! Calling all recruits who have completed
Kindergarten-5th grade . . . it’s time for some singing,
acting and dancing while we PRAISE GOD TOGETHER
THIS SUMMER! Register your child(ren) by Friday, June
19. 816-842-1175. 
“YOU ARE CHOSEN” SPORTS CAMP. July 6-9, 9:30-
11:30 am. Deerbrook Covenant Church, 200 NE Tudor
Rd., Lee’s Summit, MO (for soccer). Xtreme Gymnastics,
725 NW Commerce, Lee’s Summit, MO (for gymnas-
tics). Fee of $30 due at time of registration; $40 after
May 25th. Last day to register is June 25th. Soccer (ages
6-12) or Gymnastics (ages 5-12); snack drinks, coach-
ing/instruction, inspiration and lots of fun. Thursday,
July 9th 11:30am-12:45pm celebration lunch. Spon-
sored by Deerbrook Church Kids’ Ministry. 
‘JOURNEY OFF THE MAP’ VACATION BIBLE
SCHOOL. July 13-17, 9:00 am. Pisgah Baptist Church,
112 Pisagah Dr., Excelsior Springs, MO 64024. For ages
4 years through 6th grade. Bible study, music, crafts,
recreation, refreshments. 816-630-5121.
PRINCESS TRAINING. July 17-18, 9:00 am-12:00 pm.

Dramatic Truth, 10510 Grandview Rd., Kansas City, MO.
Girls ages 3-6. Sponsored by Dramatic Truth. 816-767-
9222 dramatictruth.org.
SUMMER DANCE INTENSIVE. July 26-August 7. Dra-
matic Truth, 10510 Grandview Rd., Kansas City, MO.
Ages 12-Pro. Sponsored by Dramatic Truth. 816-767-
9222 dramatictruth.org.
THE MAIN EVENT.July 17-18. First Baptist Church Ray-
town, 10500 E. 350 Hwy., Raytown, MO 64138. Speak-
ers include Tony Evans, Tommy Bowden, David Akers,
Darrin Patrick and more. 816-353-1994.
ABOLITION SUMMIT 2015. August 6-8. Folly Theater,
300 W. 12th St., Kansas City, MO 64105. Breakout Ses-
sions Bartle Hall-North East Building, 301 W. 13th St.,
Kansas City, MO 64105 Rooms: 2104 A , 2104 B, 2105.

SPECIAL CHURCH EVENTS
THE BABY BOTTLE PROJECT. Through June 15. KFL
will provide the bottles, bulletin inserts, and sheet with
family prayers to say each week. Families collect their
spare change to support pro-life education efforts and
return bottles on Father’s Day. For info: call 1-800-928-
5433 or e-mail kflcheryl@yahoo.com.
MOTHER’S REFUGE ANNUAL BENEFT SALE!Dona-
tion drop-off, June 1 & 2, 8:00 am-6:00 pm (setup and

donation drop off). June 3-5, 8:00 am-6:00 pm & June
6, 8:00 am-1:00 pm. Nativity of Mary Catholic Church,
10010 E. 40 Hwy., Independence, MO 64052.
www.mothersrefuge.com. 
KANSANS FOR LIFE’S GOLF FOR LIFE. June 2.
Painted Hills Golf Course, Kansas City, KS. Benefit
Kansans for Life & Grace Center Maternity Home. Call
family and friends and seek tax-deductible pledges per
18 holes of golf or solicit one-time pledge donations.
www.kfl.org
BENEFIT SALE FOR MOTHER’S REFUGE. June 3-6.
Nativity of Mary Catholic Church, 10010 E. 40 Hwy., In-
dependence, MO 64052. Wednesday-Friday 8:00 am-
6:00 pm, Saturday 8:00 am-1:00 pm. 
BENEFIT FOR: CITY UNION MISSION. June 4, 5:00-
8:00 pm. Furniture Mall of Kansas, 2125 E Kansas City
Rd., Olathe, KS. All proceeds go towards City Union Mis-
sion. Ticket automatically enters attendee to win a
$500 Gift Certificate to Furniture Mall of Kansas; At-
tendees will be able to pick from additional prize items
offered by Flaxsteel Furniture, Stanton Carpet, Serta
Mattress and more. Enjoy refreshments, fresh baked
cookies, and homemade frozen custard. Live music
from Matt Hopper Jazz Trio and more. 
FUNDRAISER YARD/PORCH SALE FOR PASTOR
DOUG BROWN’S ASAIN MINISTRY. June 5, 8:00 am-
5:00 pm (or later) & June 6, 8:00 am-12:00 pm (or
later). 600 Douglas St., Lee’s Summit, MO. All proceeds
will be donated to Pastor Doug’s Asian ministry
through his non-profit organization, e3 Leadership
Group. 
LOVE’S OUTREACH COMMUNITY FOOD DISTRUU-
TION. June 13, 10:00-11:00 am. Church on the Rock
Outreach Center, 1700 SW Market St., Lee’s Summit,
MO. Free food for families in need. Valid ID and proof
of residency needed to participate. Free and open to
the public. 816-246-7625 or visit www.therockls.com
for more info.
2015 MEN OF FAITH GOLF TOURNAMENT. June 13,
1:00 pm shotgun. Sycamore Ridge Golf Course, 21731
Clubhouse Dr., Spring Hill, KS 66083. Four-Person
Scramble, $320 per team $80 per person. Proceeds to
benefit City Union Mission. www.colonicalkc.org. 
10TH ANNUAL BLOOD DRIVE. June 14, 8:00 am-
2:00 pm. Timothy Lutheran Church, Family Life Center,
425 NW RD Mize Rd, Blue Springs, MO 64014. 816-228-
5300.
GENESIS SUMMER JAM AT THE BEACH. June 20,
6:00-9:00 pm. Longview Lake Beach, 11101 Raytown
Rd, Kansas City, MO. $25 per person. Christian Singles
ages 30-60. Live band playing Reggae tunes, luau,
BBQ, beach volleyball and group games, “Island
Breeze” performance. Bring lawn chairs and blankets.

Casual dress. www.genesiskc.com. 
OUTPACE POVERTY. June 20, 7:30 pm. Liberty Me-
morial, 100 W 26th St., Kansas City, MO 64108. Help
Catholic Charities of Kansas City-St. Joseph reduce
poverty in our community, one step at a time. Bring
the family and walk, jog, or stroll the scenic course sur-
rounding Liberty Memorial. After the walk, stay and
play on the grounds of Liberty Memorial. Music, treats,
family activities and visits from the city’s most beloved
sports mascots are part of the fun! 
KCCBS/OCS SCHOLARSHIP GOLF TOURNAMENT.
June 29, 10:00 am. Golf Club at Creekmoor, 1112 E.
163rd St., Raymore, MO 64083. Sponsored by Kansas
City College and Bible School. Spend a day on the golf
course competing for a great cause! We’ll raise money
for students scholarships as we enjoy friendly compe-
tition and the great game of golf. Register as an indi-
vidual or as a team. Prizes will be awarded!
913-722-0272.
PRO-LIFE GOLF CLASSIC. June 29, 12:00 pm shotgun
start, lunch served at 11:00 am. Shadow Glen Golf Club,
Olathe, KS. Registration $330 per golfer. Sponsored by
Vitae Foundation. 573-634-4316 www.vitaefounda-
tion.org. 
BIKERS WITH A MISSION. July 11. Start Point: Worth
Harley Davidson North, End Point: The Cricket Wireless
Amphitheater. Preregistration cost $30 per rider/$25
per passenger. Dream Concert 7:00 pm. Ride perks
are: a lunch at Worth, a free evening meal and 1 con-
cert ticket per registrant. Concert at The Cricket Wire-
less Amphitheater with free and secure bike parking.

Benefits City Union Mission.
ROYAL FAITH & FAMILY DAY. July 11, 1:10 pm. The
event will feature a post-game concert by contempo-
rary Christian music band NewSong and speech from
select players and/or executives, as well as Scott Daw-
son of Safe at Home. Royals take on the Toronto Blue
Jays. 816-504-4040.
2015 COMMUNITY BACK TO SCHOOL EXTRAVA-
GANZA & HEALTH FAIR. July 25, 12:00 pm. House of
Refuge Impact Youth Center, 10816 Hillcrest Rd.,
Kansas City, MO 64134. Free school supplies, free food,
health screenings, free haircuts, games. 816-763-2500.
  
FINE ARTS
JESUS CHRIST SUPERSTAR. June 4-21. Musical The-
ater Heritage at Crown Center, 2450 Grand, Kansas City,
MO 64108. www.mthkc.com
THE WIZ. June 5-7 & June 10-13. Theater in the Park,
7710 Renner Rd., Shawnee, KS. General admission only
$8, youth $6, and children three and under may attend
for free. Sponsored by Johnson County Park & Recre-
ation. www.theatreinthepark.org/2015-season. 
CAMELOT.June 9-14. Starlight Theatre, 4600 Starlight
Rd., Kansas City, MO 64132. 816-363-7827.
RED WHITE & RHAPSODY IN BLUE. June 14, 3:30
pm. Congregation Beth Torah, 6100 W. 127th St., Over-
land Park, KS 66209. Guest soloist Reena Berger
Natenberg. Join Kinnor Philharmonic in celebrating
American music on Flag Day. Colors presented by
Kansas City Jewish War Veterans. 816-510-1056.
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KING LEAR HEART OF AMERICA SHAKESPEARE
FESTIVAL. June 16-July 5, 8:00 pm. Southmoreland
Park, 4598 Oak St., Kansas City, MO. Performances for
the deaf and hard of hearing will be Tuesday, June 23rd
and Sunday, June 28th. Tuesday-Sunday evenings;
gates will open for seating at 6:00 pm with showtime
at 8:00 pm nightly. 816-531-7728.
WEST SIDE STORY. June 19-21 & June 24-27. Theater
in the Park, 7710 Renner Rd., Shawnee, KS. General
admission only $8, youth $6, and children 3 and under
may attend for free. Sponsored by Johnson County
Park & Recreation. www.theatreinthepark.org/2015-
season. 
ANNIE. June 19-21. Starlight Theatre, 4600 Starlight
Rd., Kansas City, MO 64132. 816-363-7827.
ASSASSINS. June 25-28.  MCC-Longview, Longview
Cultural Art Center, Lee’s Summit, MO. Show about the
people who assassinated or tried to assassinate an
American President; it’s a musical with a review-style
story that won five Tony Awards. 
MONKEY’S DREAM. June 27, 11:00 am and 2:00 pm.
Puppetry Arts Institute, 11025 E. Winner Rd., Independ-
ence, MO 64052. StoneLion Puppet Theater. 816-833-
9777.
PIPPIN. June 30-July 5. Starlight Theatre, 4600
Starlight Rd., Kansas City, MO 64132. 816-363-7827.
THE SECRET GARDEN. July 3-5 & July 8-11. Theater
in the Park, 7710 Renner Rd., Shawnee, KS. General

admission only $8, youth $6, and children 3 and under
may attend for free. Sponsored by Johnson County
Park & Recreation. www.theatreinthepark.org/2015-
season.

FAMILY OUTINGS
THOMAS & FRIENDS DAY OUT WITH THOMAS.
June 5-7. Midland Railway, 1515 High St., Baldwin, KS.
866-468-7630.
VAILE MANSION 2015 STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL.
June 6, 9:00 am-4:00 pm. VAILE Mansion, 1500 N Lib-
erty St., Independence, MO 64050. 816-325-7430. 
KCMBC RIDE THE FOUNTAINS TOUR. June 14, 8:00
am-2:00 pm. Ride the Fountains is a family-friendly bi-
cycle tour starting at Liberty Memorial. You will see
many of Kansas City’s historic fountains and other
landmarks such as the impressive Union Station,
Kansas City Museum, Country Club Plaza, and scenic
Cliff Drive to name a few. Kansas City has more than
200 fountains-only Rome, Italy has more! Beneficiary,
Friends of Fountains Foundation. 816-520-2369
www.kcmbc.org. 
JOHN BROWN JAMBOREE & MUSIC FESTIVAL.
June 17-20. John Brown Park, 10th & Main, Os-
awatomie, KS 66064. Toby’s carnival open Wednesday
evening through Saturday in John Brown Park. Parade
is Thursday evening at 7:30 pm and goes west along
Main Street from 1st to 12th streets. Friday night is the

Miss Osawatomie Pageant, and Saturday has a full day
of family fun and activities. 913-755-4114.
KANSAS CITY REGIONAL QUILT FESTIVAL. June 19,
10:00 am-6:00 pm; June 20, 10:00 am-6:00 pm; June
21, 10:00 am-3:00 pm. Overland Park Convention Cen-
ter, 6000 College Blvd., Overland Park, KS. The festival
will include a large-scale show in which you will find
quilts that are not only award winning, but are also
what quilters love and have in their homes. 
25TH ANNIVERSARY JAZZ IN THE WOODS. June 19
& 30, 5:30 pm. Corporate Woods, 9401 Indian Creek
Pkwy., Overland Park, KS. Free. Raise money for local
charities. 
SUMMER DUSK CONCERT SERIES. June 20, Shay
Estes Scotty McCormick Jr. Band. July 18, Beau Bled-
soe’s Ensemble Iberica. August 15, Sol De Chiapas Mir-
imba. The Collonade at Concourse Park, St. John Ave.
& Benton Blvd., Kansas City, MO. Concerts begin at 7:00
pm. Bring a blanket or a folding chair, and if you’d like,
a picnic basket or cooler with your favorite snacks and
beverages. Sponsored by Northeast Arts KC.
FATHER’S DAY AT THE ZOO. June 21, 9:30 am.
Kansas City Zoo, 6800 Zoo Dr., Kansas City, MO 64132.
Celebrate Dad with a relaxing day at the Zoo. Dads will
receive complimentary admission on Sunday, June 21.
816-595-1234.
FESTIVAL OF ARTS. June 27. Bonner Springs, 200
Oak, Bonner Spring, KS 66012. All day extravaganza
including fine art displays, fine crafts, demonstrations,
food vendors, live music, performance arts and art in-
structions in the kids’ creative corner. Many artists
have donated their time and effort to make this event
a success. 913-558-9669.
BREAKFAST & BLOOMS AT THE BINGHAM. June
27, 8:00 am-3:00 pm. Bingham Waggoner Estate, 313
W Pacific Ave., Independence, MO. $25 ticket includes
breakfast, the garden tour and a tour of the Bingham
Waggoner Estate, to be used the day of Breakfast &
Blooms, or any day by October 31, 2015. Garden tours
begin at 10:00 am. The tour will feature 15 private local
gardens, gardens of local businesses, a garden in South
Kansas City that was featured in Kansas City Homes &
Gardens Magazine and one in Liberty with special
water features. 816-461-3491.
MAKER FAIRE. June 28, 10:00 am-6:00 pm & June
29, 10:00 am-5:00 pm. Union Station, 30 W. Pershing
Rd., Kansas City, MO 64108. The coolest inventions, in-
novators, creators, products, robots, exhibits, crafters,
artist and young Makers in the Midwest will all gather
at one place for a two-day festival of fun and creativity.
www.makerfairekc.com. 
THE ART OF THE CAR CONCOURS. June 28, 8:00 am
(early admission ticket holders enter) 10:00 am (doors
open to the general public. Kansas City Art Institute,
4415 Warwick Blvd., Kansas City, MO 64111. Benefit for
the Kansas City Art Institute scholarship. The Concours
features more than 200 vintage, classic, and special
interest vehicles. 816-802-3426.

MONTHLY MEETINGS
BUILDING BETTER MOMS. The United Methodist
Church of the Resurrection, 13720 Roe Ave., Leawood,
KS.  For local mothers of children in early childhood,
elementary school, middle school, high school, and for
single moms, with both day and evening meeting times
available at the Leawood campus.  www.cor.org  913-
897-0120.
WEEKLY - CHRISTIAN BUSINESS MEN’S COMMIT-
TEE meets weekly in various parts of the city. Call Jim
Mathis, 913-269-6709, for time and location. 

WEEKLY – FAITH BASED 12-STEP PROGRAM OF
RECOVERY FROM COMPULSIVE OVEREATNG. Call
Overeater’s Anonymous 913-383-5933 or visit
www.kansascityoa.org for more information and to
access the schedule of various meetings in the metro
area.  
MONTHLY - MISSOURI RIGHT TO LIFE CHAPTERS
816-353-4113; KANSANS FOR LIFE CHAPTERS 913-
268-8486.
2ND  & 4TH SUN. –METRO CITIZEN’S COALITION,
2:30 pm. Trails West Library, 11401 E. 23rd, Independ-
ence, MO. Free. Open to public. Rear parking & en-
trance. 816-781-6394.
3RD SUNDAY. CANCER SUPPORT GROUP. 6:30-
8:00 pm.  Beacon Free Baptist Church, 10825 E. 79th
Street, Raytown, MO  64138.  Connect with others who
share your journey, you are not alone.  816-353-7447. 
MONDAY-HEALING ROOMS MINISTRIES. 4:00-
6:00 pm. Hope City, 5101E. 24th St., Kansas City, MO.
MONDAY - JOB TERMINATION SUPPORT GROUP.
7PM.  Christ’s Church, 5500 W, 91st St., (91st & Nall),
OPKS.  If you’ve been laid off or terminated and are
looking for peer support please join us.  We pray for
each other and are doing readings from “Battlefield
of the Mind.”  913-648-2271.
2ND & 4TH MONDAY - MOPS.9:30 a.m. First Baptist
Raytown, 10500 E 350 Highway, Raytown, MO  Support
groups for mothers of preschool-aged children.  Offers
creative activities, social events & learning opportuni-
ties.  816-353-1994.  
2ND & 4TH MONDAY - JOB LOSS SUPPORT. 9-
10am.  Holy Cross Lutheran Church, 7851 W. 119th St.,
OPKS.  913-381-1285.
TUESDAY, IF NOT FOR GRACE PRAYER. 9:30 am.
Crown Pointe Church, 5950 NE Lakewood Way, Lee’s
Summit, MO 64086. kmiller@infg.org  
TUESDAY – FEAR NOT SUPPORT GROUP. 7pm.
New Summit Presbyterian Church, 1800 NE Independ-
ence Ave., Lee’s Summit, MO.  Christ-Centered support
group for anxiety and depression. Material based on
the Christian 12 Steps; Serenity Prayer also Anxiety
Centre “The Anxiety/Phobia Workbook” by Edmund
Bourne.  
TUESDAY – CELEBRATE RECOVERY. 7pm.  Holy
Cross Lutheran Church, 7851 W. 119th St., OPKS.  Christ
centered 12-step program for anyone with a hurt,

hang-up, or addiction.  Contact Craig Hauser, 913-449-
7265.
TUESDAY - HURT, HABIT OR HANG-UP. 7pm.  Holy
Cross Lutheran Church, 7851 W. 119th St., OPKS.  913-
449-7265.
TUESDAY - CHRISTIAN MUSIC NIGHT. 7 - 9 pm.
Skate World, I-35 & Shawnee Mission Parkway, Mission,
KS.  913-262-0711.  
TUESDAY – HEARTLAND HEALING ROOMS. 7:00-
8:30 pm. Christ Triumphant Church, located at 401 N.E.
Chipman Rd., Lee’s Summit, MO. www.heartlandheal-
ingrooms.org. 
1ST TUESDAY - CREATION SCIENCE ASSN. FOR
MID-AMERICA.7 p.m., Westbrooke Church, 9777 An-
tioch, OPKS.  Nursery available for fee.  “Creation Sa-
fari’s”. www.csama.org for more info. Res. req.
816-618-3610. 
1ST TUESDAY-FIBROMYALGIA SUPPORT GROUP
MEETINGS.7:00 pm., Life Springs Church, Neos Youth
Center, 206 N. Webster St., Suite 112, Spring Hill, KS.
Contact Kim: fibrohopeandhealig@yahoo.com or 337-
852-5052.
1ST & 3RD TUESDAY. - GRIEFSHARE. 7-8:30pm.
Timothy Lutheran Ministries, 425 NW RD Mize Rd., Blue
Springs, MO.  816-228-5300.
1ST & 3RD TUESDAY.  MOPS & MOMS NEXT. 10am.
Roanoke Baptist Church, 3950 Wyoming St., KCMO.
Call or email Bo Price for info. pastor@roanokebap-
tist.org or 816-561-4932.
2ND TUESDAY, MOPS.6:30 p.m., Emmanuel Baptist
Church, 10100 Metcalf Ave., OPKS.  913-649-0900.
2ND TUESDAY.  EQUIPPING BELIEVERS MIDWEST.
7:00 pm.  Blue Spring, La Quinta Inn, 3402 NW Jeffer-
son St., Blue Springs, MO  64015.  Free Prayer for heal-
ing and freedom from addition, Free training to heal
the sick, evangelize the lost, set the oppressed free.
913-488-6749.  
2ND & 4TH TUESDAY. “WINGS OF HOPE.” Blue
Springs Christian Church, 7920 S. 7 Hwy, Blue Springs,
MO.  A Christian based ministry to provide support for
families grieving loss through miscarriage or infant
death, because every life matters.  Email:  wing-
sofhope@bscc.org 816-210-4594.
2ND & 4TH TUESDAY, MOPS.9 a.m.Emmanuel Bap-
tist Church, 10100 Metcalf Ave., OPKS.  913-649-0900
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3RD TUESDAY, LUNCH & LEARN. 12:00 pm. KC First
Church of Nazarene, 11811 State Line Rd. Kansas City,
MO 64114.  Each  session will focus on a different geo-
graphical area or skill set.  Please bring your own sack
lunch; desserts and beverages will be provided.  816-
942-9022.
TUESDAY & THURSDAY, LIFE PERKS COFFEE
HOUSE.7:30-11:30AM. inside First Baptist Church, 125
N. Armstrong, Pleasant Hill, MO.  816-540-5872.
WEDNESDAY – HEALING ROOMS MINISTRIES.
1:30-3:00 pm. Hope City, 5101 E. 24th St., Kansas City,
MO.
WEDNESDAY WEEKLY – LIVING FREE, CHRIST-
CENTERED 12 STEP PROGRAM. Room 6, 6:30-8:15.
Abundant Life Baptist Church, 414 SW Persels, LS, MO.
816-554-8181.
WEEKLY WEDNESDAY – CHRISTIAN BUSINESS
CONNECTIONS NETWORK. 3:00 pm, Gusto! Coffee,
3390 SW Fascination Dr., Lee’s Summit, MO 64081
WEDNESDAY – GRIEFSHARE. 6:30pm.  Summit
Woods Baptist Church, 2501 SE Shenandoah Dr., Lee’s
Summit, MO 64063.  A ministry that assists those who
have suffered loss through the death of a loved one.
816-525-8215.
WEDNESDAY - BREAK TIME CLUB. 9:30am-
2:30pm.  Timothy Lutheran Church, 425 NW R.D. Mize
Rd., Blue Springs, MO 64014.  Enriching environment
for older adults with mental and/or physical limitation.
$10 donation.  816-228-5300.
WEDNESDAY - AL-ANON FAMILY GROUP. 11:30am-
12:30pm.  601 E. Oak St., Pleasant Hill, MO (please use
North basement entrance off Myrtle Street).  Are you
troubled by someone else’s drinking?
WEDNESDAY CELEBRATE RECOVERY.6:30 p.m. at
First Baptist Raytown, 100500 E. 350 Hwy., Raytown,
MO. Please enter through the rock entrance. Meet in
room B-116.  For info call: 816-778-1156 or www.first-
baptistraytown.com 
WEDNESDAY – CATCH THE FIRE SOAKING
PRAYER CENTER. 7-9pm.  816-804-8283.
WEDNESDAY – DELIVERANCE – BREAKING CURSES
WORKSHOP.  First Love Ministries Church, 4747 Hadley
St., Overland Park.  7 p.m.  913-403-9644.  Call Tues. –
Fri. after 1 p.m.  
2ND WEDNESDAY – LEE’S SUMMIT WOMEN’S
PRAYER CONNECTION. 9 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.  In a
comfortable setting, we get to know each other better
and take time to pray (silently or audibly) for our na-
tion, families, Lee’s Summit Women’s Connection, and
our national organization. Call Millie Mathews for
meeting location: 816-537-9898.
2ND WEDNESDAY – COFFEE CONNECT. 6:30 pm.
IHOPU, 12901 S. US Highway, Grandview, MO 64030.
An informal gathering with believers from different
spheres of influence.  www.ihopekc.org/josephcom-
pany.  
3RD WEDNESDAY - CHRISTIAN BUSINESS CON-
NECTIONS NETWORK. 3pm.  Gusto! Coffee, 3390 SW
Fascination Dr., Lee’s Summit, MO 64081.  816-767-
1100.
4TH  WEDNESDAY - SOUTH KANSAS CITY AGLOW.
9:30 a.m.  Grandview Assembly of God Church, 12400
Grandview Rd., Grandview, MO.  816-761-5739.  
LAST WEDNESDAY – CHRISTIAN LEGAL SOCIETY
LUNCHEON. Noon.   Levy & Craig, 1301 Oak, KCMO.
First time guest free.  $10.  816-559-2173.
THURSDAY – HEALING ROOMS MINISTRIES.4:00-
8:00 pm. Healing Rooms of Olathe, 2011 E Crossroads
Ln., Ste. 304, Olathe, KS. M-T-W by appointment.
www.healingroomsofolathe.com 913-563-2413.
WEEKLY THURSDAY – CHRISTIAN BUSINESS CON-
NECTIONS NETWORK. 11:00 am, Parkside Coffee
House (inside Cedar Ridge Christian Church), 8839
Lackman Rd., Lenexa, KS 66219 
THURSDAY – DIVORCECARE AND DIVORCE-
CARE4KIDS.6-7:30 P.M. Help for those going through
or having gone through divorce.  Timothy Lutheran

Church, 425 NW RD Mize Road, Blue Springs, MO.  816-
228-5300.
THURSDAY - HEALING SERVICES. 7 p.m.  Christian
Assembly of God Church, 17310 E 40 Hwy., Independ-
ence, MO.  Spon. by Royal Priesthood Global Ministries.
816-220-1914. If you need encouragement or prayer,
you are welcome!
THURSDAY.  DEPRESSION, ANXIETY, BIPOLAR
SUPPORT GROUP. 7pm.  Pleasant Valley Baptist,
1600 N. 291 Hwy, Liberty, MO.  816-781-5959.
THURSDAY –CELEBRATE RECOVERY MEETING. 7-
9pm.  Life Church, 16111 S. Lone Elm Rd., Olathe, KS
66062.  913-829-7511.  
THURSDAY –REAL MEN ROCK.7-8:30pm.  Vineyard
Church, 9777 Antioch Rd., OPKS.  We will have a sign
with a phone number on the front door if you arrive
after 7pm. For more information, visit our website at
www.ourchurch.com/member/r/REAL_Men_Rock/ or
call 913-636-1862.
THURSDAY.  ENCOUNTER. 7:30 pm.  KC First Church
of the Nazarene, 11811 State Line Rd., Kansas City, MO
64114.  College students and young adults meet at KC
First Church of the Nazarene for a time of prayer, re-
flection, Bible study, and fellowship.  Contact Pastor
Audrey Landers for more information at
alanders@kcfc.org.  816-942-9022.
1ST THURSDAY - MOMS IN ACTION.  Abundant Life
Baptist Church, Room 1, 414 SW Persles Rd., Lee’s Sum-
mit, MO.  A group of encouraging Moms getting to-
gether to grow and serve Christ.  7-9pm.
albcmomsinaction@gmail.com.
1ST THURSDAY -  CITYWIDE PRAYER MOVEMENT.
Colonial Presbyterian Church, 9500 Wornall Rd.,
KCMO,  7:00 a.m.  816-217-5679.
1ST THURSDAY – HEART OF AMERICA CHRISTIAN
WRITERS’ NETWORK (HACWN). Evangel Temple,
1414 E 103rd St., KCMO.  $3 members, $5 nonmembers.
Evangel Temple-816-942-1414.
1ST & 3RD THURSDAY - NEW HOPE CANCER SUP-
PORT GROUP. 6:30-8:30pm.  Liberty Manor Baptist
Church, Birmingham Rd., Liberty, MO.  This group of-
fers a safe and confidential environment to share your
hope, struggles, and feelings of your cancer journey
with others who understand.  816-217-5813.
2ND THURSDAY - FIBROMYALGIA SUPPORT
GROUP MEETINGS. 7:00 pm  Countryside Christian
Church, 6101 Nall Ave., Mission, KS. Contact Yvonne
info@fibrocoalition.org or call 913-384-4673.
2ND & 4TH THURSDAY MOPS. 9 a.m. - 11:15 a.m.
(Mothers of Preschoolers) Overland Park First Assem-
bly of God, 7700 W 75th Street, OP, KS.  A relaxed time
of fellowship, encouragement, and support for moth-
ers of children from infants to kindergarten.  Childcare
provided.  Brunch served.  RSVP apprec. 913-432-3281
or opagmops@gmail.com
2ND & 4TH THURSDAY - ARCHDIOCESAN CHARIS-
MATIC PRAYER GROUP. 7:30 pm at Cure of Ars,
Vianney Center,  9401 Mission Rd, Leawood. Fellowship
follows. 913-649-2026.
3RD THURSDAY - AFTERCARE PROGRAM. Life
Group meetings.  All past participants are encouraged
to attend for a time of fellowship.  For more informa-
tion or if you would like to volunteer to help please
contact Lori, 816-847-2911.  Spon. by If Not For GRACE
Ministries.  Committed to healing after an abortion.  
3RD THURSDAY - HEALING MASS. Council for
Charismatic Renewal, 7:30 pm, Cure of Ars Church, Fa-
ther Burak Room,  9401 Mission Rd, Leawood. 913-
649-2026.
3RD THURSDAY- NKC WOMEN’S CONNECTION.
Maple Woods Community College- Campus Center
Building.  2601 NE Barry Rd, KCMO.  6 p.m.  $10.  Free
Nursery.  By Reservation Only.  Call Judy: 816-222-4493.                                                                                                                                                                                                   
3RD THURSDAY - GLUTEN FREE GROUP. 7pm.
Fireplace Room, Timothy Lutheran Church, 425 NW
R.D. Mize Rd., Blue Springs, MO.  816-228-5300.
3RD THURSDAY – FOOD DISTRIBUTION BY HAR-

VESTER’S. 4:00 pm.  Fort Osage Church of the
Nazarene, 19333 E. 24 Hwy, Independence, MO  64056.
816-796-5879.
4TH THURSDAY - CHRISTIAN BUSINESS CONNEC-
TIONS NETWORK. 1:30pm.  Panera Bread, 151st & I-
35, 20120 W. 153rd St., Olathe, KS.  913-397-8383.
LAST THURSDAY - TRANSPLANT SUPPORT
GROUP. 6:30pm.  Osawatomie Wesleyan Church, 406
4th St., Osawatomie, KS.  For anyone who has had an
organ transplant or their family members, anyone
awaiting a transplant, anyone who has been a donor,
or anyone who is the relative a deceased donor.  913-
755-3453.
FRIDAY – CELEBRATE RECOVERY MEETINGS. 7:00
pm.  New Hope Church of the Nazarene, 4330 N. Oak
Trafficway, Kansas City, MO 64116.  12 steps program
for all life’s hurts, hang-ups and habits.  
FRIDAY – BIZ2BIZ CONNECT. 8:30am.  City Union
Mission’s Chambers Room, 1100 E. 11th St., KCMO
64106.  Enter through the double glass doors on the
far right.  www.biz2bizconnect.com.  816-474-9380.
FRIDAY - REFORMERS UNANIMOUS. 7PM.  901 E.
23rd St., Indep., MO.  Faith based addictions program
(any and all addictions).  816-252-3268.
FRIDAY -  CELEBRATE RECOVERY, A CHRIST CEN-
TERED RECOVERY MINISTRY. 7 – 9 p.m.  Crossroads
Christian Church, 5855 Renner Road, Shawnee, KS.
Childcare prov.  913-669-2088.  
FRIDAY – 6:00 PM. CELEBRATE RECOVERY. First
Baptist Raytown, 10500 E. 350 Hwy., Raytown, MO.
Please enter through the rock entrance. Meet in room
B- 101.   For info. Call 816-778-1156 or www.firstbap-
tistraytown.com
FRIDAY –  CHRISTIAN MOTORCYCLIST. 7:00 PM.
Leave.  Price Chopper- 7 HWY & Shawnee Mission
PKWY.  Weather permitting.  Ride info line 913-422-
7006.  
FRIDAY – 7:00 PM. CELEBRATE RECOVERY.  Pleas-
ant Valley Baptist Church, 1600 N. 291 Hwy., Liberty,
MO. For info. Call 816-781-5959 
2ND FRIDAY – FIBROMYALGIA SUPPORT GROUP
MEETING. 11:30AM-1:00PM.  Hy-Vee, 3504 Clinton
Pkwy, Lawrence, KS.  Spon. by Fibromyalgia Coalition
International.  Contact Rachel rachelfibro@gmail.com
or 785-979-5393, 11am-7pm.  
SATURDAY’S.  GRIEFSHARE MINISTRIES. 10:00
am.  KC First Church of the Nazarene, 11811 State Line
Rd, Kansas City, MO  64114.  If you’ve lost a spouse,
child, family member or friend, you have probably
found that there are not many people who understand
the deep hurt you feel.  Join GriefShare at KC First
Church of the Nazarene for weekly meetings with other

going through loss.  To register, or for more info., please
call the church office at 816-942-9022.
1ST SATURDAY – FIBROMYALGIA SUPPORT
GROUP MEETINGS. 10:30AM-11:30AM.  Woods
Chapel Methodist Church, 4725 NE Lakewood Way, 3rd
floor (south side – office entrance).  Spon. by Fi-
bromyalgia Coalition International.  Contact Mary at
mdwils47@yahoo.com or 816-220-7356.
1ST SATURDAY - KCCM SONGWRITERS GROUPS.
10AM - 1PM.  Susquehanna Baptist Church, 17800
Susquehanna Ridge, Indep., MO  64056.  No Charge.
Groups meet to critique, learn, and co-write.  Open to
all songwriters, lyricists & musicians.  816-540-4197.  
1ST SATURDAY – THE CROWN. 10:00 am. MOPS,
7411 Outer Road, Odessa, MO  64076.  We believe that
better moms make a better world.  www.mops.org 
2ND SATURDAY - KCCM SONGWRITERS GROUPS.
10AM - 1PM.  Emmanuel Baptist Church, 10100 Metcalf

Ave., OPKS.  No Charge.  Groups meet to critique, learn,
and co-write.  Open to all songwriters, lyricists & mu-
sicians.  816-540-4197.
2ND SATURDAY – SIMPLY SINGLES.7:15 pm. Timo-
thy Lutheran Ministries, Fellowship Hall, 425 NW RD
Mize Rd., Blue Springs, MO 64014. Fellowship for sin-
gles ages 35 and older.
3RD SATURDAY - CAR CARE SATURDAY. 8:30 a.m.
9634 W. 87th Street, Overland Park, KS.  913-206-4030.
Spon. Heartland Christian Fellowship.  Provides free
car care to senior citizens, single parents, and families
in need.  Vehicle donations accepted.  Call for appoint-
ment.  913-206-4030.
3RD SATURDAY  FRIENDS OF ESTER. 11 a.m. – 1
p.m. 26 N. Delaware, Butler, MO.  A time of fellowship,
worship, and teaching by Dr. Joyce Wallace.  Comp.
lunch.  mggamber@sbcglobal.net
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In honor of Father's Day this month,
let’s take a deeper look at understanding
heath, wellness, sickness and disease, espe-
cially as it relates to men.  Men hold a very
important role in God’s kingdom.  They
serve as leaders and protectors in our
homes and the world is desperate for men
to become warriors for Christ.  We need
them now more than ever.  
What can we do to help our men live

well into their 100s instead of the esti-

mated 75 years?  Our culture accepts de-
generation, pain, sickness and disease as
symptoms of aging, but God created an
amazing human body capable of much
more.  My suggestion is to look at the old-
est instruction manual on the planet.
“My son, do not despise the LORD’s

discipline, and do not resent his rebuke,
because the LORD disciplines those he
loves, as a father the son he delights in.”
(Proverbs 3:11-12)
Just as a good father instructs his son in

the ways of living a quality life, so our Fa-
ther in heaven gave us such instructions in
the Bible.  Unfortunately, very few people
follow them.   God clearly states through-
out the Bible that if we walk in His ways
and follow His commandments we will be
blessed and we will not be afflicted with
disease.  So why do we see such a dismal
state of health in our men who God de-
signed for strength and vitality?  It is be-
cause we have disconnected ourselves
from our Creator and made lifestyle
choices that have set us on a path of poor
health.  Thankfully, God is a healer and He

designed us to heal if we properly steward
our bodies. 
Let’s take a look at two major lifestyle

factors hurting the men in our life:
1. Poor Diet – We simply are not eating

food designed by God.  God fashioned us
from the dust of the earth (minerals) and
gave us fruits, vegetables, seeds, nuts,
beans, legumes and certain animals to eat.
God did not design candy bars, Coca-

Cola, pop tarts, white bread, white sugar,
Cheerios and processed foods.  For thou-
sands of years we ate God's provision, yet
now we eat man-made provision and
wonder why we are so sick.  Man-made
foods that manipulate God's original de-
sign damage the human body.  Why do
men take care of their cars better than
themselves?  Why do we change the oil, fil-
ters, spark plugs and use the best gasoline?
Because the designer of your car told you
it would last longer.  God designed you to
need quality building materials and we
cannot expect to run efficiently with them.

2. Stress and lack of sleep - We work
hard, sometimes too hard.  We used to
work on farms, growing food and provid-
ing for our family.  This was a healthy
lifestyle of hard work.  Now we over-work,
doing 12 hour days in an office behind a
desk, on a cell phone, staring at a com-
puter.  This can be stressful and not con-
ducive to good health.  We must be
intentional about getting outside, going to
bed before 10pm, exercising and resting.

How do we restore
men's health?
1.  Eat foods in God's original design.
2.  Boost testosterone with herbs such

as tongkat ali, deer antler and tribulus.  
3.  Get sunshine daily, which builds the

immune system and increases testosterone
naturally.
4.  Heal your prostate with pumpkin

oil, saw palmetto, pygeum, stinging nettles
and oregano.
5.  Move your body.
6.  Prevent and reverse colon cancer

with good nutrition, aloe vera juice, and
colon cleansing.
7.  Prevent and reverse heart disease

with magnesium, L-Arginine, systemic
enzymes, cayenne pepper, sunshine and
exercise.
8.  Reverse aging, gray hair and baldness

with minerals.  
9.  Protect with antioxidants such as as-

taxanthin, resveratrol and dark colored
berries
10.  Fear of the Lord!  Get motivated by

your zeal for God, a zeal for comfort and
convenience will destroy your health.
It’s never too late to get to work and be

intentional about your health!  Do it for
your wife, kids and future generations, but
most importantly, do it for God

–Vaughn Lawrence is a natural health
care practitioner, herbalist and owner of
Spirit of Health who lives by their motto:
“We Love God.  We Love People.  We Love
Health”. www.spiritofhealthkc.com
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designed for health

VAUGHN
LAWRENCE
Owner, Spirit of
Health

...know ye not that your body is the
temple of the Holy Ghost which is in

you, which ye have of God...



“Bound by a shared destiny, a teen
bursting with scientific curiosity and a for-
mer boy-genius inventor embark on a
mission to unearth the secrets of a place
somewhere in time and space that exists
in their collective memory.”
That’s the Internet Movie Database

summary. Sounds cool, doesn’t it?
Unfortunately, the actual movie doesn’t

live up to the coolness. It’s not a good sign
when you walk away from a movie and
the thing you remember with the most
fondness is one of the trailers before the
film. 
“Tomorrowland” was quite a surprising

disappointment considering all of the
proven talent behind the film, particularly
the director Brad Bird who has done some
exceptional pop culture masterpieces

(“Mission Impossible: Ghost Protocol,”
“The Incredibles,” “Ratatouille”). Rightly
so, the movie is being panned by movie-
goers. 
The beginning segment set in 1964 was

fantastic. But then the entire middle sec-
tion of the film — probably a good hour
of it — was a weird Disney kiddie version
of Terminator 2 where a good android
robot is trying to save a human who is
being hunted by bad android robots sent
from another dimension. Robots in the
movie are played by human actors., and,

when they’re destroyed, heads get ripped
off, crushed, torsos get impaled, blown up,
and then you see their inner metal parts.
However, the split second before the vio-
lence occurs, they are normal human be-
ings. So it might be frightening for a young
child to see what is definitely a person sud-
denly have their head ripped off. Instead
of calling it “Tomorrowland,” they should
have called it, “Terminator 2: The Kiddie
Version.”
Besides a few nice moments, the script

felt unfinished and bloated with an hour’s
worth of screen time that could’ve been
neatly summed up in five minutes. I par-
ticularly felt the way that Frank (George
Clooney) and Casey (Britt Robertson)
were written made the film a little irritat-
ing. 
This film pushed me over the edge

from hesitating ambivalence to a definite
thumbs down: its heavy-handed human-
istic sermonizing. It is a message movie for
humanism on steroids.
The first message says that the coming

together of all the best scientists, artists,
and dreamers is the only (and the ulti-
mate) salvation of humanity. But science
and art don’t address our most profound
problem: the great divorce between hu-
manity and its Creator. This divorce has
transformed our fundamental spiritual
nature in a way that goes far beyond the
power of technology — a transformation
that lies at the root of humanity’s self-de-
structive tendencies and cannot be un-
done without a restored, personal

relationship with God. 
The second message is that our culture

is too fixated on the Apocalypse. Although
the film never mentions religious people,
it shames us by implication with this in-
direct message: anyone who believes that
there will be a Biblical Apocalypse is part
of the problem, not the solution. Never
mind that the teachings in the Bible about
the Apocalypse also point to a time imme-
diately after the devastation when the
earth is renewed, when it enters a time of
unspeakable joy and recovery — and this
means that many Christians (including
myself) actually have an impossible-to-kill
optimism and hope about the future.
The film also assumes that global

warming is indeed a fact that no one
should ever, EVER, question it. Whether
you are a liberal, a conservative, Libertar-
ian, or a Independent, don’t you find it at
least a little concerning that there is so
much data that contradicts so many mod-
els of global warming pushed by the mass

media? For example: near-surface temper-
atures have not gone up for 17 years. So
what, right? So there’s a pause in warming,
who cares? Why does that matter? It mat-
ters because there are more than 70 differ-
ent prominent climate models that global
warming alarmists created, and none of
them predicted that such a pause would
happen. They predicted quite the oppo-
site. 
And, if man-made CO2 is the primary

force in warming, why did the earth begin
warming in 1850 when human CO2
emissions didn’t start to expand until
1940? Another question: Why did the
earth’s temperatures go down between
1940 and 1975 when man-made CO2
emissions were soaring? These are valid
questions. 

  “Tomorrowland” lectures us about
breaking free from greed and lust for po-
litical power by freely pursuing the solu-
tions of the scientific method and always
being curious and asking questions —
while simultaneously stating as fact a “sci-
ence” whose Hollywood adherents do not
like you questioning their claims and who
use their claims to accumulate massive
amounts of wealth and power — is, well,
slightly hypocritical. 
All of the distracting worldview issues

mentioned above combined with plot and
character writing and over-the-top
preachyness on global warming that mis-
fired made “Tomorrowland” a less-than-
stellar movie theater experience.

–Kevin Ott is a Christian author, screen-
writer, and composer.
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Christian rapper Lecrae won the Top
Christian Album award for his hit
"Anomaly" at this year's Billboard Music
Awards show in Las Vegas in May.

  "Congrats & thanks to the producers,
engineers, artists, label, distribution, fam-
ily & fans on Anomaly's Billboard
Award," Lecrae wrote on Twitter Monday
morning.

  Lecrae was also nominated for Top
Christian Artist at the Billboard Music
Awards, but lost that category to Aus-
tralia-based Hillsong United. Other
nominees for that award included Cast-
ing Crowns, MercyMe and the News-
boys.
Lecrae made headlines last year when

he topped Billboard's Top 200 chart with
the release of Anomaly, scoring the No. 1
album by selling 88,000 copies in its first
week. He also had the No. 1 album on
both the Gospel Albums and Christian
Albums charts.
He then won a Grammy in February

for Best Contemporary Christian
Song/Performance for the song "Messen-
gers," which is on Anomaly and features
the group for KING AND COUNTRY.
During his speech at the Grammys,

Lecrae praised God for his talents and
said: "Love and respect to everybody out
here because this is a celebration of gifts.
And there's so many people out here who
are gifted, but obviously you can't cele-
brate gifts without celebrating the giver
of all gifts. So I want to celebrate Jesus for

gifting us all with the gift of love and sac-
rifice," he said.
Lecrae also announced that he will re-

lease a book in 2016 titled Unashamed
that will reveal details
about his life, includ-
ing struggles with drugs,
alcoholism, bouts of depres-
sion and a suicide attempt.
The book's release will

precede the launch of
Lecrae's next album,
and will chronicle
his life story and
focus on how the
rapper has main-
tained his Christian faith
in a world that's hostile
toward the Gospel.

"As an artist my ambition is to make
honest music, and I feel the same way
about writing this book," he said. "I want
to be honest about where I've come from
and what I've learned along the way. I

want to influence culture, to help
catalyze and inspire, and help
other people find understanding.
If they find some inspiration and
some clarity for their own lives,

as they follow my jour-
ney, then I will have
succeeded."

Lecrae is currently
on The Anomaly
Tour with rapper
and fellow Reach
Records artist Andy
Mineo.

18 • June 2015 ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––metrovoicenews.com n facebook.com/metrovoicenews ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––Metro Voice 

Lecrae wins top Christian album
at Billboard Music Awards

by VINCENT FUNARO

Hezekiah Walker, Marcos Witt, and Rescate were just some of the
guests expected. Retired New York Yankees pitcher Mariano Rivera,
whose wife pastors a local church, is also expected to attend. Jour-
nalist Myrka Dellanos is listed as the emcee for the event, which is
expected to run from 4 p.m. to 10 p.m. Those unable to attend NY
CityFest in person will be able to listen in or watch via radio, tele-
vision and livestreaming.

There were also a reported 100 planned regional events leading

up to the major NY CityFest celebration. Some of those prelimi-
nary events, hinging on the involvement of more than 1,200
churches and organizations in the New York City Tri-State area,
include concerts, outreach activities, women's dinners, basketball
tournaments, and more, encompassing all five boroughs of New
York City, as well as locations in Connecticut and New Jersey.

NY CityFest is tied to NY CityServe, a service-oriented cam-
paign launched in September 2014 that has brought together
churches in New York, Connecticut and New Jersey to extend
themselves into the community to meet spiritual and physical
needs.

PALAU
continued from page 2



This historical fiction book by Sally
M. Walker is published by Harper-
Collins Publishers Inc. and written for
kids ages 6 to 8. The age range reflects
readability and not necessarily content
appropriateness.

  In 1778, Letty Wright, 8, and her
family — Pa, Ma, John and baby Sarah
— have to leave their farm because
British sol-
diers are
headed to-
ward them.
They can
hear the
guns from a
nearby bat-
tle in their
War for In-
d e p e n d -
ence. The
British sol-
diers will be
hungry and angry with colonists who
aren't loyal to England.

  Ma and Pa pack what they can in
their wagon and tie the cows behind the
wagon. There is no room for Letty's
geese. Letty had raised Solomon, the
gander, from when it was hatched. She
writes a letter to the British soldiers. She
asks them not to hurt her geese, espe-
cially Solomon, because he is her friend.

She puts the letter on the fireplace man-
tel, and then her family leaves. They do
not know if they'll see their farm again.

  The family travels quite a ways until
they reach Pa's friend's farm. They and
another family sleep in the barn until an
American soldier tells them it is OK to
go home. When they arrive home, they
see their house and barn are still stand-
ing. Dishes are broken, as are other
things, and there is a letter for Letty on
the fireplace mantel.

  The letter says that they paid a
penny for each goose they'd eaten. The
pennies are in a bag around Solomon's
neck. The gander is still alive. Although
many things on their farm are de-
stroyed, Letty is glad that they have their
house, the British soldiers had left their
area, and Solomon is alive. This story is
based on a true event that happened in
New Jersey during the Revolutionary
War.

Abe Lincoln At Last!
This historical adventure book by

Mary Pope Osborne is the 47th book in
the " Magic Tree House" series, but is a
part of the "Magic Tree House: A Merlin
Mission" book that started with book
no. 29. It is published by Random
House Children's Books, a division of

Metro Voice––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––metrovoicenews.com n facebook.com/metrovoicenews ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––June 2015 • 19

Come Try Our
Jurassic Smash Blizzard

with Peanut Butter Cookies and Cookie Dough.
Remember Dad with a special DQ ice-cream cake. He’ll love It!
1900 SW 7 Hwy in Blue Springs
(1/2 miles south of 40 Hwy)  228-1711

14420 E. 40 Hwy
(Noland Rd. in Independence) 478-8060

Dairy Queen

Family
Owned &
Operated!

11904 Shawnee Mission Parkway, Shawnee, KS  
Ph. 913-962-5151.  Come see us! 

See SUMMER  page 21

Kid friendly books for summer
“All nations should care about abuses

beyond their borders not only for human-
itarian reasons but because what goes on in
other nations rarely remains there,” said
USCIRF chair Katrina Lantos Swett. “In the
long run, there is only one permanent
guarantor of the safety, security, and sur-
vival of the persecuted and vulnerable. It is
the full recognition of religious freedom.”

The commission also recommended the
State Department update its approach to
include non-state actors operating in coun-
tries that lack the will or ability to stop
them—such as ISIS and Boko Haram. Rep.
Chris Smith, R-N.J., is taking the lead on
bipartisan congressional action to codify
such a change, along with a five-year reau-
thorization of the 1998 law that created the
commission.

Katharine Gorka, president of the
Council on Global Security, a group that
advocates for persecuted Christian minori-
ties, praised USCIRF’s nonpartisan work
and said it helps keep the U.S. government
accountable.

“The USCIRF report is very important,
and it has become even more so because
the trend in the State Department is to pro-
vide less analysis,” she said. 

“The State Department toes the line of
the government, whereas USCIRF, being
independent, can be more critical and hon-
est.”

PANEL
continued from page 4



Congratulations to GRAMMY-winner
Chris Tomlin, as his "Love Ran Red Tour"
marked his highest rated attendance in his
musical history. More than 200,000 fans
attended his tour this spring, which ran
through 36 cities. Selling out concert ven-
ues in Chicago, Seattle, Phoenix and Dal-
las. Fans also donated a whopping
(WHOPPING!) $700K to CURE Interna-
tional, offering the opportunity for the or-
ganization to give an estimated 700
life-changing surgeries for children with
disabilities.
According to their website, “CURE

serves children who, because of their dis-
abilities, are often the very last: The last to
be included; the last to be protected from
abuse. The last to be afforded dignity. And,
sometimes, even the last to be given food
in their own homes.” Tomlin and his wife,

Lauren, are also board members. “I was so
drawn to just how well they were doing
things,” Tomlin said in a recent interview,
“and how they’re really changing kids
lives.”
Owl City (a.k.a. Adam Young) will re-

lease his forthcoming full-length album,
“Mobile Orchestra,” in July.
Released on Republic Records/Capitol

CMG, this is his fifth studio album. Fans
who reorder early will be able to unlock a
download of the first single “Verge,” fea-
turing Aloe Blacc. Listeners will also re-
ceive "You're Not Alone.” featuring Britt
Nicole, which was released as a single last
year and hit No. 1 on the Christian Hot
AC/CHR chart. 
The album’s title is based on the fact

Young conceived his newest material
everywhere from airports and hotels to
tour buses. The new release will also fea-
ture some well-known artists as country
singer Jake Owen (“Back Home”) and
pop-rock artists Hanson (Unbelievable).
Orchestra is available for pre-order now
on iTunes, Google Play, and Amazon.
Audio Adrenaline’s Sound of the Saints,

has received critical acclaim, as well as de-
buting recently at no. 1 on Billboard’s Top
Christian Albums chart. The project en-
tered the Billboard 200 at #69, for the week

of May 23. The FairTrade Services release
from the two-time GRAMMY Award
winners was produced by Seth Mosley (Je-
remy Camp, FOR KING & COUNTRY)
and Joshua Silverberg (Newsboys, Michael
W. Smith). Also of note is the album’s lead
track and new CHR single, “Move,” was
recently selected as the opening theme for
“MLB Now,” which airs daily on the MLB
Network. For further information, visit
audioa.com and follow Audio Adrenaline
on Twitter @audioadrenaline.
Andy Needham Band recetly released

“Love Is the Song” May 12 via iTunes and
other digital outlets. The ep was produced
by Award-winning producers Brent Mil-
ligan (Steven Curtis Chapman) and Mitch
Dane (Jars of Clay). This marks a celebra-
tion, as well as the final recording of the
group’s decade-long career. 
“In the midst of recording Love Is the

Song, it became clear that this would be
our last album,” Needham said in a recent

interview. “God has revealed with great
clarity that my family and I are called to
invest in the local church in New England.
At the same time, God has opened amaz-
ing doors for Jonathan, Joel and Andrew
in the Nashville music community. We
will always look back on what God has
done in and through us as the Andy Need-
ham Band with gratitude.” 
Finally, upcoming concerts include

Family Force Five and Icon for Hire at
Cricket Wireless Amphitheater in July and
the KC Gospel Jubilee 2015, including 4
His Love, Gordon Mote, The Kingsmen,
The Lesters, The Williamsons, and The
Wrights, at First Baptist of Kearney, Mis-
souri. And don’t miss Faith and Family

Night at the
Royals July 11,
of which
Metro Voice is
a sponsor, fea-
turing a con-
cert by
Newsong. The
Royals face off
against the

Toronto Blue Jays at theThe K. The event
will feature post-game speeches from se-
lect players and/or executives, as well as
Scott Dawson of Safe at Home.
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Faith, family and Royals just part of the summer scene Summer
reading
picks for
adults

Whether you’re spending your
summer lounging by the pool or
out in the yard with your kids, sum-
mer is the perfect time to catch up
on some reading. Not sure what to
read? Here are nine popular Chris-
tian books you WON’T want to
leave off your summer reading list!

1. Before Amen: The Power of a Simple
Prayer by Max Lucado
Family Christian 2015 Book of

the Year, “Before Amen: The Power
of a Simple Prayer” will help you
take your prayer life from casual,
haphazard and ineffective to inces-
sant and powerful. 
Prayer doesn’t have to be intimi-

dating. Whether you struggle with
knowing what to say or remember-
ing to pray in the first place, this
book has the power to dramatically
change your prayer life starting
today.

2. The Seven Principles for Making Mar-
riage Work by John M. Gottman, Ph.D.
Marriage is hard work! Wouldn’t

it be nice if you had a simple, easy-
to-follow guide that would show
you just what you need to do to
make your marriage awesome?
Well, now you do. It’s called “The
Seven Principles for Making Mar-
riage Work,” and if you haven’t read
it already, you need to.
If there’s anyone you can trust to

give you awesome, practical mar-
riage advice that really works, it’s

by Brittany Youst

See BOOKS page 21

The Wrights
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Random House Inc.
Abe Lincoln at Last! is written for kids

ages 7 to 12 years. The age range reflects
readability and not necessarily content ap-
propriateness.
Jack and Annie have a magic tree house

that will take them anywhere in history. In
several "Magic Tree House" books prior to
this one, they've helped Teddy and Kath-
leen, young enchanters from the past.
Teddy accidentally cast a spell that turned
Merlin the magician's penguin to stone.
Jack and Annie must collect four items for
Teddy so he can break the spell. When this
story opens, they've collected two of the
needed items and are preparing to search
for number three. 
They sneak out of their house before

school and make their way to the tree
house in the woods nearby.
Teddy and Kathleen have left them a

bottle of magic potion and a book about
Abraham Lincoln. An accompanying rid-
dle says they must get a feather from Lin-
coln and give him the hope he needs to
heal his land. Using the magic potion, they
make a wish to be at the White House de-
picted on the cover of the Lincoln book.
They and the tree house land on the lawn
of the White House in 1861. They even
find themselves dressed in period clothing.
An obnoxious little boy, Tad, and his older
brother, Willie, come to investigate the tree
house. 
The boys tell Jack and Annie they can

get them in to see President Lincoln. Jack
and Annie later learn Tad and Willie are
the president's sons.
Despite Tad and Willie's best efforts,

they can't get Jack and Annie past the se-
curity and other people waiting for meet-
ings with Lincoln. Jack and Annie use the
remainder of their magic potion to wish

for a meeting alone with Lincoln. They
find themselves in a forest and run into a
boy who calls himself Sam. Sam says he
can help them find Lincoln. Then Sam's
horse kicks him in
the head and
leaves him reeling. 
Jack and Annie

get him to his log
home and into his
bed in the loft.
They learn his
mother is dead,
his father is out of
town, and his sis-
ter won't be home until late in the evening.
They try to help him by doing his chores,
such as chopping wood, milking the cow,
fetching water and making cornbread.
They fail at each task. Sam is eventually
able to recover enough to finish the chores
himself. 
When Sam learns how much Annie

and Jack enjoy writing, he gives them a
feather pen and ink he made. Just then, his
father returns from out of town with a
new wife and several new siblings for Sam.
Before the children can get Sam to tell
them about Lincoln, they're whisked back
to 1861.
On the White House lawn, they see Lin-

coln walking alone. The president looks
puzzled and confused when he sees the
kids. He says he remembers them from a
day in his childhood when they helped
him and then vanished before his eyes. 
He had played a joke on them, saying

his name was Sam. In keeping with Teddy
and Kathleen's riddle, the kids offer Lin-
coln hope. They assure him the Civil War
will end well and bring freedom for every-
one. They return home in the magic tree
house with Lincoln's feather pen, feeling
thankful for the comforts of modern life.
–These reviews were created by the staff

of Focus on the Family.

SUMMER
continued from page 19

John Gottman. Whether your marriage
is suffering or you’re doing good but you
could be better, this is one book you
won’t want to miss!

3. Your Simple Home Handbook 
by Elsie Callender
Spring cleaning season is over. Is your

house clean, organized and comfortable?
If not, then it’s time to get serious and
create a simple and relaxing home you
can really enjoy spending time in. And
with 30 straightforward yet in-depth
home projects for you to tackle this sum-
mer, Your Simple Home Handbook by
Elsie Callender will show you just what
to do.

4. The Hardest Peace: Expecting Grace in the
Midst of Life’s Hard 
by Kara Tippetts
Why does God allow suffering? Is God

still at work today? 
If you’ve ever asked yourself questions

like these, you need to read Kara Tip-
petts’ book, “The Hardest Peace: Expect-
ing Grace in the Midst of Life’s Hard.”
Recently #1 in Amazon’s Christian Living
section, Kara’s story of finding God in the
midst of a hard cancer diagnosis will
change your perspective on God and on
life. A must read for anyone who doesn’t

want to miss God at work.

5. The Christian Parenting Handbook 
by Dr. Scott Turansky and Joanne Miller, RN,
BSN
Whether your children are still very

little, almost grown or not even here yet,
one thing is for certain: You want to raise
them to be great men and women of
God. How exactly do you do that, how-
ever? 
“The Christian Parenting Handbook:

50 Heart-Based Strategies for All the
Stages of Your Child’s Life” will show you
how. Covering all ages and stages of one
very important topic, this is one book
you will want to read and refer to time
and time again!

6. The Bait of Satan: Living Free from the

Deadly Trap of Offense 
by John Bevere
Think Satan’s plan is to get you to

commit horrible crimes and be a terrible
person? 
If so, you’re likely gravely mistaken

and you’re probably setting yourself at
serious risk for falling for one of his traps.
Satan’s plans are far more sneaky than we
could ever realize. 
“The Bait of Satan: Living Free from

the Deadly Trap of Offense” will give you
the insights you need to know to avoid
the enemy and live out your Christian life
fully and abundantly!

7. Sacred Parenting: How Raising Children
Shapes Our Souls 
by Gary Thomas
While teaching our children about

Jesus is one incredibly important part of
raising children, there’s another side to
Godly parenting that many of us com-
pletely forget: the way raising our chil-
dren impacts our souls as well. 
Not your typical how-to guide, “Sa-

cred Parenting: How Raising Children
Shapes Our Souls” offers an encouraging
look at how WE change as Christian par-
ents in a great read that is sure to
strengthen your faith and encourage
your spirit.

8. Living Well, Spending Less: 12 Secrets of
the Good Life 

by Ruth Soukup
Think “the good life” means acquiring

more, more, more? 
The truth is, in our pursuit of the

American dream, too many of us have
lost sight of what really matters and are
now living the chaotic, stressful lives to
show for it.
If you ever feel overwhelmed, not

good enough, or simply incapable of
pulling yourself together, “Living Well,
Spending Less: 12 Secrets of the Good
Life” is the book for you. 
In it, Ruth offers plenty of practical

wisdom and advice that will help you
discover the TRUE good life, and not
necessarily where you expected to find it
at all!

9. The Restorer by Sharon Hinck
Are you a fan of encouraging Chris-

tian fiction? If so, then you’ll love “The
Restorer” by Sharon Hinck. In it, main
character Susan Mitchell, an ordinary
soccer mom, finds herself transported
through a portal into another world,
where she struggles to adapt to a new
culture, tackles an enemy, uncovers a
corrupt council and learns that God can
use even her in wonderful and surprising
ways.
If you’ve ever felt ordinary or not good

enough and wondered if God could use
even you, this is one compelling read you
will not want to miss!

BOOKS
continued from page 20

Hillsong UNITED has completed it
biggest album release - which included the
album cover being launched from space at
95,000 ft. The launch comes after the band
performed to 10,000 people in New York's
Central park, appeared on NBC's Today
Show and named Top Christian Artist at
the Billboard Music Awards.
Yet despite their success, not much has

changed since UNITED's first recording in
1998 - they are still primarily members of
the worship team in their local church.
Lead Joel Houston said Empires was an

"honest" album featuring "songs that seek
to listen first, and then with God's breath
speak the good news reality of Jesus and
His grace".
"Empires is the story of two worlds, this

broken and fragile world we see here and
now, and the unshakeable and mysterious
reality of the Kingdom we can't see," he ex-
plained.
"Touch the Sky" has already become a

regular part of the worship service for
many churches across the globe with the
radio single remaining at the top spot of
the iTunes Christian chart.
A recent review said UNITED "contin-

ues to stretch the boundaries of worship
music while experimenting and combin-
ing progressive sounds of EDM, Synth Pop
and Contemporary music."

Hillsong UNITED 
releases album to

rave reviews 



gion,” the nationwide study found. “Many cities outpace the overall U.S.
population when it comes to weekly church attendance; an impressive two-
thirds of America’s largest metro areas have a better-than-average proportion
of weekly churchgoers. This is particularly true in the South and the aptly
named ‘Bible Belt.’”

Extremes on both sides of the equation should not come as too much of
a surprise to most.

Here are how America’s top 10 churched cities stack up by
percentage of active (weekly) church members: 
1) Chattanooga, Tenn. ─ 63 percent
2) Baton Rouge, La. ─ 62 percent
3) Salt Lake City, Utah ─ 60 percent
4) Birmingham, Ala. ─ 60 percent
5) Augusta/Aiken, Ga. ─ 60 percent
6) Greenville/Spartanburg/Anderson, S.C./Ashville, N.C. ─ 57 percent
7) Paducah, Ky./Cape Giradeau, Mo. ─ 56 percent
8) Greensboro/High Point/Winston-Salem, N.C. ─ 55 percent
9) Myrtle Beach/Florence, S.C. ─ 55 percent
10) Montgomery/Selma, Ala. ─ 55 percent.

Least churched cities:
1) San Francisco/Oakland/San Jose, Calif. ─ 61 percent
2) Burlington, Vt./Plattsburgh, N.Y.  ─ 55 percent
3) Boston/Manchester, Mass. ─ 53 percent
4) Portland/Auburn, Maine ─ 52 percent

5) Chico/Redding, Calif. ─ 52 percent
6) Las Vegas ─ 51 percent
7) Seattle/Tacoma ─ 50 percent
8) Albany/Schenectady/Troy, N.Y. ─ 50 percent
9) Phoenix/Prescott, Ariz. ─ 49 percent
10) New York, N.Y. ─ 48 percent.

Besides identifying unchurched cities, Barna calculated the most

“dechurched” cities — ones with the highest proportion of
residents who used to regularly attend church, but have not
gone for the last six months. Across the U.S., 29 percent of
Americans are dechurched. True to form, Bay Area resi-
dents topped this list: 
1) San Francisco/Oakland/San Jose ─ 48 percent
2) Seattle/Tacoma ─ 44 percent
3) Portland/Auburn,/Maine ─ 43 percent
4) Boston/Manchester ─ 42 percent
5) Albany/Schenectady/Troy, N.Y. ─ 41 percent.

On a slightly different note, here are the five most “never
churched” cities in America — cities with the highest per-
centage of residents who have never regularly attended
church in their lifetimes: 
1) West Palm Beach/Ft. Pierce, Fla. ─ 17 percent
2) Santa Barbara/Santa Maria/San Luis Obispo, Calif. ─
16 percent
3) New York, N.Y. ─ 15 percent
4) Harlingen/Weslaco/Brownsville/McAllen, Texas ─ 15
percent

5) Chico/Redding, Calif. ─ 15 percent.
Even though San Francisco didn’t make this list, it came in a close sixth

place at 14 percent. The U.S. average for never churched adults stands at 9
percent.

100 most/least Bible-minded cities
Barna also partnered with the American Bible Society to rank America’s

100 tope media markets based on their level of Bible engagement. This meas-
ures the percentage of adults in each city/metropolitan area who proclaim
to read the Bible on a weekly basis and strongly believe that the Bible’s teach-
ings are true.

The top 10 Bible-minded cities are: 
1) Birmingham/Anniston/Tuscaloosa, Ala. ─ 51 percent
2) Chattanooga, Tenn. ─ 50 percent
3) Tri-Cities, Tenn. ─ 50 percent
4) Roanoke/:Lynchburg, Va. ─ 48 percent
5) Shreveport, La. ─ 46 percent
6) Springfield, Mo. ─ 46 percent
7) Jackson, Miss. ─ 46 percent
8) Charlotte, N.C. ─ 46 percent
9) Geensville/Spartanburg/Anderson/Ashville, S.C. ─ percent 
10) Little Rock, Pine Bluff, Ark.
Area cities on the list:
22) Wichita, Kan.
43) Kansas City, Mo./Kan.
47) St. Louis, Mo.

Here are the 10 least Bible-minded cities:  
100) Providence, R.I./New Bedford, Ma. ─ 9 percent
99) Albany/Schenectady, Troy, N.Y. ─ 10 percent
98) Boston, Mass./Manchester, N.H. ─14 percent
97) San Francisco/Oakland/San Jose ─ 15 percent
96) Cedar Rapids/Waterloo, Iowa ─ 15 percent
95) Las Vegas, Nev. ─ 15 percent
94) Hartford/New Haven, Conn. ─ 16 percent
93) Buffalo, N.Y. ─16 percent
92) Phoenix/Prescott, Ariz. ─ 17 percent
91) New York City, N.Y. ─ 17 percent.

The complete list of the 100 cities can be accessed on Barna’s website.
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MUSIC WORSHIP LEADER. 5 hours
($70) week. Wyandotte County Church.
More information:
larry.s.keller@gmail.com

PRIVATE VIOLIN LESSONS. Beginner
and intermediate private violin lessons
available through seasoned symphonic
youth/ teen who’s been playing since she
was a toddler. $10 per lesson. 30 minute
lessons on Tuesday afternoons between
3 and 5 p.m. during the month of June.
Must have your own violin. Contact
Meyana  at 816.550.1005 to sign up or for
more information.

PIANO LESSONS.  Give your child a gift
of love:  piano lessons.  Experienced

teacher 30 years.  Studio in Raytown.
Call for Valentine special!  816-356-8604

DAYCARE. The Sheepfold Daycare pro-
vides summer childcare Monday – Friday
7am-7pm. Limited evening and weekend
slots. Call Dorie at 913-660-3191.
http://thesheepfolddaycare.weebly.com/

FOR SALE Beautiful 4-Bedroom Home

FSBO - $224,900 / 816-830-3782. 509
Fairway Road, Belton, MO, 4 br, 3.5
baths, Family Room with custom enter-
tainment center, kitchenette. www.for-
salebyowner.com
CHRISTIAN COUNSELING SERVICES.
7029 W. 74th St., O.P., KS. For families,
couples and individuals. For appoint-
ment call Dorie 913-660-3191.
http://scofielddorie.wix.com/counseling.

Place your classifed ad with the Metro Voice! Call today: 816.524.4522

Looking For
Work?

Focus Workforces is hiring for
the following  positions in the

KC metro area. 
All shifts available.

Maintenance Mechanic–Up to $16
MIG and TIG Welders – Up to $14
Pickers & Packers – Up to $10.75
Production – Up to $10
Machine Operators – Up to $12

Call us today

913-268-1222
or apply at workatfocus.com

#2 Make Sure They Know They Are Loved: Scripture reminds us:
“Love covers a multitude of sins.” Make sure your kids know you love
them no matter if they succeed or fail. Your love for them is not based
on their performance. You love them unconditionally because they are
yours. While  you can certainly be demanding and at times even be tough,
it is imperative they know your love for them is unfailing. To love effec-
tively, it is also important you know their specific love language (words
of affirmation; quality time; acts of service; gift giving; and/or touch) and
to extend forgiveness regularly.
#1 Devote Yourself to Christ: Leading your family spiritually has

to be your top priority. The only way to lead as a dad is to make sure you
are personally committed to Christ. A man who is devoted to Christ and
committed to following the Scriptures, is prepared to successfully lead.
This means you strive daily to study and memorize God’s Word, pray
and actively be part of a local church or parish. Great dads have a dy-
namic, growing relationship with Christ.

Rod Handley is the Founder & President of Character that Counts, a
ministry he established 15 years ago. He and his wife Janna have been mar-
ried 23 years and they have four children (ages 21, 20, 18 and 14). For more
information, visit:   www.characterthatcounts.org )

MAN TO MAN
continued from page 11

UNCHURCHED CITIES
continued from page 1



ago. After enduring seasons where his team lost
more than 90 games, his team won the Ameri-
can League pennant in 2014 and pushed the
World Series to the bottom of the ninth inning
of the seventh game.
  Moore grew up in Wichita as a fan of the

Royals. He played college baseball at George
Mason University, where he earned a bachelor’s
degree in physical education and health, and
then a master’s degree in business administra-
tion.
He worked his way up to assistant general

manager/baseball operations for the Atlanta
Braves, perhaps the most successful organiza-
tion in baseball during his tenure. Many base-
ball insiders believed he eventually would
replace General Manager John Schuerholz
when he retired.
However, his first love for the Royals was

enough to draw him to Kansas City, even at a
time when the Braves had some the best talent
in baseball and the Royals’ cupboard was bare,
to put it mildly.
Big-market teams occasionally can spend

their way to short-term to success. That wasn’t

an option for the small-market Royals. Moore
knew the long-term solution was to draft and
develop talent in the minor leagues while taking
a few lumps at the major-league level. That ap-
proach makes sense from a baseball perspective
but doesn’t always sit well with impatient fans.
“Do things the right way, and don’t get

caught up in the wins and losses,” he said.
“From day one, we have done everything we
could to create a great environment where peo-
ple want to work. We are growing the game in
Kansas City and doing everything we can to
improve the product, from the minors to the
majors, focusing on how to get better. I have en-
joyed every day I’ve had in the game, regardless
of the success on the field.”

Moore also realized early on that forgiveness
is one of the most powerful forces in life. “Here
in Kansas City, I have learned to forgive every
day,” he said. “I don’t let criticism ruin the har-
mony. Move past that and keep leading; you
can’t quit.”
The ups and downs in baseball have been a

big help in the more important game of life.
“There are great parallels between the two,”

he said. 
“The main thing I have learned is that my

team at home, being a husband and father, is

the most important responsibility I have.”
He credits his strong faith for being able to

balance the demands between his team and his
family. Moore takes his role of being a leader, at
home and in the clubhouse, seriously. Just as
importantly, he is committed to developing
leadership throughout the organization.
“Your leaders shape your culture, so they

should be the most positive and optimistic peo-
ple in your organization,” he said. “If they can’t
lead with positivity, it will be very difficult to
manage the ups and downs of daily routine
with players. Leaders shape your culture. We
talk a lot about organizational harmony and are
committed to settling disputes very quickly. We
debate vigorously, but it is never personal.”
One key area where Moore has shown lead-

ership is the team’s annual Faith & Family Day,
which will take place following the home game
against the Toronto Blue Jays on July 11. At a
time when many Christians are criticized for
expressing their faith in public, Moore is proud
of the support from the entire Royals organi-
zation.
“The Atlanta Braves and a few other teams

have faith and family days, but it’s not the ma-
jority, that’s for sure,” he said. 
“It simply wouldn’t happen if the Glass fam-

ily (CEO David and President Dan) were not
supportive. Hobby Lobby and the Green family
also have stepped up and supported this event.”
Faith & Family Day creates a non-threaten-

ing environment centered on the universal lan-
guage of baseball.
“One of the beauties of baseball is that it is

extremely diverse and attractive to many cul-
tures and socioeconomic groups,” Moore said
“It appeals to the masses. Players on both teams
get involved, and it’s a natural way to express
their faith at the ballpark.”
He also has seen the event build unity among

area churches.
“There is a great synergy among churches

here,” he said. “Baseball is a terrific way to con-
nect families, and the team is playing a lot better
in the last couple of years. When you first do
something and have some success and value,
the more participation you have the following
year. Local pastors can see the benefit.”
Despite all of his recent success, Moore is far

from resting on his laurels. “I never go to bed
at night thinking everything is perfect.”
In baseball as in life, he never stops swinging

for the fences.
For more information about Faith & Family

day, please visit www.kcroyals.com.
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Anita and her husband were lucky to
have walked away. The Joplin tornado
killed 161 people and injured 1,150 more,
destroying miles of the city, including the
high school and hospital. It was the dead-
liest tornado since the 1940s, and the sev-
enth deadliest in recorded history. The
Leybas were in the center of the devasta-
tion, left with nothing but the clothes on
their backs.

But a church in nearby Carthage soon
helped the Leybas and hundreds of others
who lost everything in Joplin to start put-
ting their lives back together with one sim-
ple thing: photos. 

In the hours, days, weeks, months and
years after the tornado, volunteers organ-
ized by First Baptist Church in Carthage
have been collecting pictures picked up by
the storm and, in some cases, carried hun-
dreds of miles away.

Their mission: to return the nearly
40,000 photos found to the families they
belong to.

“I can’t tell you how I felt to get that pic-
ture,” Anita said as she recounted the drive
to pick up a singular picture of her grand-
son that had turned up on a farm about 20
miles away. “I was almost in tears.”

‘Like we had been bombed’
That’s the kind of story that keeps Thad

Beeler, the music minister at First Baptist,
going. He remembers the night of the tor-
nado well. He was at choir practice when
the sirens went off. Everyone moved down-
stairs but didn’t think much of it. Torna-
does are a fact of life in this part of the
country.

“That night, we had a man run in,”
Beeler recalled. “He was screaming that the
entire city of Joplin was gone.”

That’s what Debby Chattelier thought
when she and her husband emerged from
their basement, covered in mud, sewage,
and tar. Their home had been torn apart by
the wind.

“People were just walking around like
zombies,” she said. “Some people were

screaming. There was a house on fire two
blocks away.”

Chattelier recalled feeling the suction of
the storm as her husband lay on top of her,
holding on to a support beam. When she
opened her eyes, her glasses had been torn
from her face. 

The things she had in her pockets were
gone, replaced with debris. They found her
daughter’s car at the top of a tree blocks
away with massive gashes in it.

“It looked like we had been bombed,”
she said.

In the days following the tornado, stories
emerged that illustrated how horrifying the
power of the storm had been. Hospital pa-
tients had been sucked out of their beds
and out of the windows. Entire stores dis-
integrated while people huddled inside.
Some victims could never be identified.

The story of a teenager who had gradu-
ated from high school that same day par-
ticularly stands out. He and his father had
been driving home when they were caught
in the tornado. The storm took him out of
his seat belt and through the sunroof. The
boy’s father dislocated his shoulder trying
to hold on to him.

“You can’t separate Joplin from the tor-
nado,” Beeler said. “You can’t separate the
tornado from Joplin.”

Joplin’s history, in boxes
Since then, Beeler has been at the helm

of this project, which has been dubbed the
“Lost Photos of Joplin.” He’s overseen hun-
dreds of volunteers who have spent thou-
sands of hours collecting, cleaning,
cataloguing and scanning each photo
found. There are public viewings of the
photos for people to come and try to find
the images they lost, as well as a website
with every image that has been turned in.

The thousands of photos catalogued by
volunteers represent the history of this his-
toric Route 66 town, now sitting in a dozen
or so cardboard boxes.

There are lithographs of ancestors from
the 1800s, black-and-white photos from
World War II, family vacation memories,
baby photos, school pictures, big-haired
prom shots from the 1980s, Polaroids from

Christmas morning, developed film from
school plays — there are even a few that
made some of the women of the church
blush, Beeler said with a laugh.

The rest of Joplin’s photos have since
been moved from First Baptist in Carthage
to the Joplin Museum Complex, where
they will be permanently stored. Beeler
considers what his group has done a suc-
cess, even though tens of thousands of
photos remain unclaimed. He knows some
people may not even be aware of the proj-
ect, and that it may be too painful for some
to come collect photos of their lives from
before the tornado.

He knows some of the pictures are of
people who died in the storm, and will
never be claimed.

“This is where the faith-based commu-
nity needs to be involved,” Beeler said.
“There is no one who understands the cir-
cle of life better than churches...”

Three years later, the work is just getting
started, even though the Joplin project is
winding down. Beeler is working to make
sure that what his team did in Joplin can be
replicated across the country, be it in the
wake of a tornado, hurricane, earthquake
or other disaster.

“I hope no community goes through
what we’ve gone through, but I know there
will be,” he said. “This is something that af-
fects every corner of the U.S., and it’s not

just tornadoes.”
The “Lost Photos of Joplin” project has

morphed into an organization called Na-
tional Disaster Photo Rescue, and has re-
sponded to disasters in several states,
including the recent deadly outbreak of
tornadoes in Arkansas and Mississippi.

Beeler and his team are working to put
together a manual on this process that he
hopes local faith groups and civic organi-
zations can use to quickly organize an effort
similar to what his church did in Joplin at a
moment’s notice. He said it was important
that community organizations take the
lead. There have been stories of individuals

demanding money for photos they find in
the wake of disasters.

“You don’t have this kind of disaster and
not do something,” Beeler said. “It’s inher-
ently what people in the church do.”

Reaching out and giving back
Bands of volunteers organized by Na-

tional Disaster Photo Rescue, largely on so-
cial media, are responding in the wake of
disasters to collect photos. The Leybas were
a couple of the volunteers who scoured
Baxter Springs, Kan., for photos after a tor-
nado tore through that town and nearby
Quapaw, Oklahoma, in late April.

“It was hard to see,” Leyba said. “When
we drove in, I had tears in my eyes.”

Leyba said that after having been re-
united with photos of her own, she wanted
to give back, knowing how much moments
like that can mean for someone who has
lost everything.

“It’s the little bit that we could do,” she
said. “If that makes somebody happy, then
it was worth it.”

In Joplin alone, the project has returned
approximately 18,000 photos to more than
700 families at more than 60 reunification
events, where bulletin boards and binders
of returned photos are available for public
viewing.

“It’s changed people’s lives. It’s hard to
accept that in a way,” Beeler said. “The life-
changers are supposed to be the doctors,
the scientists, engineers, the government, I
guess. To see the effect this has had on peo-
ple — it is overwhelming.

“We have been able to help put back
their lives, even if it’s just a few pictures.”

Visit nationaldisasterphotorescue.org.

JOPLIN
continued from page 1

ROYALS
continued from page 1

Anita Leyba’s grandson in a
photo recovered by the “Lost
Photos of Joplin” project.

Thad Beeler, of Joplin,
looks through somem
of more than 40,000

photos found in fields,
lawns and parking lots

across SW Missouri
after the tornado 

“This is Wes Hardin, my husband
Keith’s son. This photo was taken
on Halloween, near 1991. It was
found the furthest from our
house, in a field in Bolivar, Mis-
souri. We’re so grateful to the
people who returned it. Keith only
found two photos from the ‘Lost
Photos’ project, though I had over
80 returned. ” Courtesy Robin
Hardin
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