
KATHMANDU, Nepal –Bethany Collier* kept watch
in an open field on an April midnight here, surrounded
by five companions, huddled together nearby in their
sleeping bags.
Participating in Midwestern College’s Fusion missions

program, she and her friends arrived in Kathmandu four
months earlier to multiply disciples among the women
of Nepal. They never imagined that, during their trip, a
7.8-magnitude earthquake would shake the Himalayas,
shatter cities and kill more than 4,000 people.
Yet the earthquake struck on April 25, forcing Collier
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See NEPAL EARTHQUAKE page 23

Concerts & Events | PAGE 12

Need a little
help planning
your family’s

Staycation?
PAGE 8

‘THOUGH THE MOUNTAINS  
BE SHAKEN’

Local students see 
God’s faithfulness
amid Nepal’s earthquake

Can we end slavery in our time?

Modern-day slavery is a global epi-
demic. Every year, millions of women and
girls are exploited in the commercial sex
industry. This August, a new generation
of abolitionists is being called to take a
stand. At its fourth annual Abolition
Summit, Exodus Cry will provide “free-
dom fighters” from all over the world with
the training, tools, and motivation to ef-

fectively combat commercial sex traffick-
ing and exploitation. 
Based in Kansas City, Exodus Cry is a

Christ-centered organization committed
to the abolition of commercial sexual ex-
ploitation and the restoration of victim-
ized persons. Exodus Cry’s three-day
summit will take place at the Folly Theater
in downtown Kansas City on August 6–8.
In addition to becoming equipped with

practical tools to fight sex trafficking, at-

Last year’s summit drew over 1,000 people.
The 2015 event was forced to seek larger
space in downtown Kansas City. KC to host Abolition

Summit to do just that

See ABOLITION SUMMIT page 23

Royals teaming up
with NewSong for
Faith & Family Day

The Kansas City Royals are stepping up
to the plate again this season with their an-
nual Faith & Family Day on Saturday, July
11. The event will start soon after the 1:10
p.m. game against the Toronto Blue Jays.
"These types of events are very impor-

tant," said Dayton Moore, Royals vice
president and general manager. "If we can
pour into people in a way that allows them
to walk with Christ and have a faith, it's re-
ally, really crucial."
Rod Handley, founder of Character

That Counts, agrees.
"It's a classic win-win

proposition for the local
church," he said. "I love
the fact that this event
unifies the church. We're
not competing against
each other, but we're re-
ally kingdom-centered."
Just as in the past, the

Royals are partnering with the Scott Daw-
son Evangelistic Association of Birming-
ham, Ala. Dawson will speak after several
players share their testimonies, and then
NewSong will perform. This contempo-
rary Christian group has been nominated
for eight Dove Awards and founded the
popular WinterJam Spectacular.
"The first thing we need is prayer, and

we need people to show up for counselor
training," Dawson said. "And we need
your presence here on that Saturday."
Because the event is coming up quickly,

now is the time for churches and groups
to make plans. The first thing they can do

See FAITH AND FAMILY page 23

by Alan Goforth  | Metro Voice

by Ben Hawkins

See our
Royals Guide
starting on
PAGE 3!

Selah

A 4-month-old
baby pulled
from the rubble



At the request of multiple child placing
agencies, MBCH Children and Family
Ministries, an affiliate of Missouri Baptist
Children’s Home is beginning a Treatment
Foster Care program in the Kansas City
area.  While this program has been oper-
ating successfully for over ten years in
Saint Louis and Springfield, this will be a
new opportunity for ministry in Kansas
City.

  The Treatment Foster Care Program
(TFC) was developed to take hurting chil-
dren out of residential group homes, and
place them in loving homes with someone
that has the training and support to meet
their needs. 

  Program Director for MBCH, Charles
Phillips defined the TFC Program as “the
way of the future!” Phillips went on to add
that “our TFC families view this as a min-
istry. They receive support from our staff
in their homes a minimum of once a week

and that same staff is on call for them
24/7.”

  When asked why the TFC Program is
so special, Phillips was straight forward
with a heartfelt response: “We provide the
family with as much information as is
available about the child before placement
and the family gets the final say in what
child lives in their home. This is a ministry
and much prayer and preparation is put
into each family as well as the children that
are in need of homes.” 

  “We are the only faith based agency in
Kansas City that is pushing forward with
having TFC because we believe it is vitally
important that we place kids with Chris-
tian families,” Phillips expressed. 
He went on to explain that “we believe

that God created “family;” therefore, we
believe TFC is the right thing to do for this
ministry.”

  The ultimate goal for the TFC Pro-

gram is to have a home for each client to
live in rather than constantly moving from
place to place making the children feel like
they are not wanted. In addition to this
goal, Phillips added that there is even a
bonus. “It is also a blessing in that when
children have the opportunity to move
home, or be adopted, they are more pre-
pared for the transition because they have
been living in a family environment so
they have learned some of the expected
family ‘norms’.”

  Some of the things that make this pro-
gram successful are:
Excellent training and 24/7 support for

the families providing care.  
A monthly stipend that allows one par-

ent to remain at home. 
Intense matching and pre placement

that ensures the child and family are a
good fit.
Opportunity for families to be in full-

time mission work without leaving their
own home.

  In order to determine if something is
“working,” feedback is extremely impor-
tant. Phillips mentioned that they receive
nothing but positive feedback; “Families
find it challenging but very rewarding. The
staff loves it because we are able to get kids
into homes rather than group homes or
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(WNS)--Pastor Otis Gordon of
Charleston, S.C., stood on the grass near
the U.S. Capitol on Thursday afternoon,
his eyes brimming with tears. Around him
more than 100 lawmakers and congres-
sional staffers, dressed for the business day,
bowed their heads.
And Gordon

prayed for his city in
response to the
slaughter of nine
African-Americans
at a church in
Charleston, S.C.
Sen. Tim Scott, R-
S.C., organized the
prayer vigil in
Washington. The
group met at noon
to join Gordon and Sen. James Lankford,
R-Okla., in prayer for the victims.
“God is near to the broken-hearted,

and that would match South Carolina and
all of us today,” Lankford said.

  The victims of the shooting met ear-

lier for a prayer meeting inside the historic
Emanuel African Methodist Episcopal
Church. 
Police suspect 21-year-old Dylann

Storm Roof walked into the service and
sat for an hour before opening fire. FBI
and local police apprehended him.

“A church should be one of the safest
places on the
planet,” Senate
Chaplain Barry
Black told the
group.

“And people as-
sembled to lift their
head in prayer to
hear the word of
God. And they were
brutally murdered
in the house of
God.”

Black opened the vigil by reciting an
old hymn: “Come to the mercy seat. …
Here bring your wounded hearts, here tell
your anguish; Earth has no sorrow that
Heaven cannot heal.”

“Our heart aches for our nation,” Black

said. “We pray that somehow God would
use us to end the insanity of violence that
we see.”

Gordon said he came up to Washing-
ton for Scott’s annual prayer breakfast
Wednesday. He found out what happened

in his city while he was gone when he
turned on the television that night.

His first thought was the need for
churches to pray. 
He prayed for peace for the victims’

families and for Charleston. He prayed
God’s love “would usher in a flood of
hope, of joy, and of restoration.”

“We seem to have forgotten that right-
eousness exalts a nation,” Black said. 
He told the group America needs to

seek God: “We need healing in this great
land.”

The U.S. Department of Justice is in-
vestigating the shooting as a hate-crime.  

“Anyone who would do something like
that is pure evil,” House Speaker John
Boehner, R-Ohio, said. “On behalf of the
whole House, let me say how shocked I
am at the murder of church-goers.”

President Barack Obama called for a
time of mourning and healing. The group
on the Capitol steps appealed for a time of
intense prayer.

“God heal us as a nation,” Lankford
prayed.  “We need Your help.”

Christians in Washington respond to South Carolina tragedy with prayer
by Jae Wasson

“We pray that
somehow God
would use us 

to end the insanity
of violence 
that we see 

Senate Chaplain Barry Black

Treatment Foster Care Center opens in KC

The Lopez family

See CENTER page 21
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The band NewSong has been reaching
listeners with their inspirational music
since they first formed together nearly
thirty years ago. The group began as a
nine-member church band for Morning-
side Baptist Church in Valdosta, Ga. 
Consisting now of Eddie Carswell, Billy

Goodwin, Matt Butler, Russ Lee, Jack
Pumphrey, Mark Clay, and Rico Thomas,
NewSong revolutionized live shows with
their annual, "Winter Jam Tour Spectacu-
lar" which began in 1995. The ticket-less
concert gives thousands the opportunity
to hear good music and the gospel mes-
sage. The show has become one of the
biggest annual tours in the Christian
Music industry even setting a record in
1999 for the largest attended indoor event
in the history of South Carolina.
“Being involved with Winter Jam is just

God’s design for us, and it’s among the
reasons we can still be around,” Carswell
says. “We have a front row seat to the best
concerts every year because of the amaz-
ing artists God sends out on Winter Jam.
I think being around all these folks year
after year helps us as well. It keeps us want-
ing to continue doing something relevant
and purposeful, and most importantly to
keep serving God through the mission He
gave us.”
Throughout the years, the band has re-

leased a variety of songs including: “Can’t
Keep A Good Man Down,” "Jesus To The
World (Roaring Lambs),” "Arise My
Love,” “The Christmas Shoes,” and “Swal-
low The Ocean.”
“We have spent our whole lives trying

to be artists and musicians who describe
God’s love,” says Matt. “So the impetus be-
hind the record is to use music for that
purpose—to introduce God to people
who don’t know Him.” 
The song "Swallow The Ocean," was in-

spired by a story about a man who was in
an insane asylum. Following the man's
death, a poem was found carved into the
walls of his cell, which spoke about the in-
finite love of God. “If we were to fill the
entire ocean with ink, and if we were to
take pens and try to write the love of God
across the sky, we would drain the entire
ocean dry and still not even come close to
touching the surface of God’s greatness
and the bigness of His love; that has be-
come the heartbeat of this album,” Matt
shares.
Their new album, FAITHFUL, is a

highly anticipated 13-song collection that
was recorded live, in-the-round at the
band’s home church in suburban Atlanta,
Georgia. The project is highlighted by the
title-cut "Faithful," an original worship
song co-penned by NewSong and All Sons
& Daughters. 

“‘Faithful’ is a great opportunity for us
to focus on the fact that we are alive only
because God is faithful,” Lee shares. “He
has never wavered in His devotion to us,
and He never will.”
The band also has a passion for youth,

and besides making music they encourage
discipleship and evangelism. NewSong
has partnered with World Vision, an evan-
gelical organization dedicated to working
with underprivileged children, and fami-
lies worldwide. 

In 2006, the band decided they needed
to do more and began focusing specially
on helping orphans through adoption. 
“We partnered with Holt International,

which specializes in adoption and child

NewSong is a musical force to recon with

See NEWSONG page 6

Four statues stand in the Outfield
Experience at Kauffman Stadium.
Which one is NOT one of these
statues?

a) Dick Howser
b) Frank White
c) Ewing and Muriel Kauffman
d) Hal McRae

The Royals recorded their last
triple play in 2006 against?

a) Tampa Bay
b) Minnesota
c) Detroit
d) Baltimore

Which of the following Royals was
NOT a Rookie of the Year?

a) Angel Berroa
b) Bob Hamelin
c) Johnny Damon
d) Carlos Beltran

Which Royal was the only player
to appear in all 162 games last
season?

a) Alex Gordon
b) Eric Hosmer
c) Chris Getz
d) Billy Butler

Who led the team in complete
games last season?

a) Jeremy Guthrie
b) Ervin Santana
c) James Shields
d) Wade Davis

Which of the following years was
Frank White NOT a Gold Glove 
winner?

a) 1976
b) 1977
c) 1978
d) 1979

Which team did we acquire
Alcides Escobar from?

a) Atlanta Braves
b) Milwaukee Brewers 
c) Toronto Blue Jays
d) Tampa Bay Rays

Which country was Yordano 
Ventura born in?

a) Dominican Republic
b) Honduras
c) Venezuela
d) United States

The most home runs hit by a Royal
in a single season is 36. Who was it
that set this record?

a) Jermaine Dye
b) Mike Sweeney
c) Steve Balboni
d) John Mayberry

What is the highest amount of 
wins the Royals have recorded in 
a single season?

a) 96
b) 111
c) 102
d) 92

–Answers on page 19

TRIVIA

Newsong in concert
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II Corinthians 5:18 tell us “…And God
has given us the task of reconciling people
to Him”.  The Lord has placed us, as His
followers, in strategic circles of relation-
ships at home, work, school and neigh-
borhoods we are His ambassadors.
Sharing the Gospel in today’s culture can
be a scary challenge but can also be a great
adventure.   
For the past 15 years, we have found a

unique partnership of sharing the Gospel
with professional sporting events.  Around
the country I have had the privilege of
sharing the greatest story ever told with
America’s favorite pasttime and seeing
lives changed for eternity.
The secret in the effectiveness of this

kind of outreach is not in the game or
even the event itself but with individuals
praying for friends and inviting them to
the game and event.  Without individuals
taking advantage of this ministry outreach
by inviting their friends, Safe At Home will
be a fun night of baseball and Christian
entertainment but will fall short of people
beginning or renewing their relationship

with Christ.   Many times we have friends
that would not be as open to accepting our
invitation to a more normal church serv-
ice but would be willing to come to a base-
ball game with the event to follow. 
Our goal is to see as many individuals

challenged with having a personal rela-
tionship with Christ and giving them a
chance to respond.  In the last three years
with the Royals, we have seen tens of
thousands hear how Christ loves them
and wants to walk with them through life
and thankfully hundreds have responded.
In talking with these individuals, we find
that they all have unique faith stories.  
At a recent Safe At Home with the Roy-

als one pastor wrote and told us about one
of his stories.  “Bryan was baptized this
past Sunday.  Bryan was able to share his
testimony with over 60 kids at an outreach
event that our church had.  Bryan told the

story of how he accepted Christ at the Safe
At Home.  His story impacted all the kids
in attendance.  Thank you for your service
to the Kingdom.  Bryan’s life is forever
changed.”   We love this type testimony be-
cause it shows how the ministry at the
ballpark can be multiplied into other lives
and outreach events.
Safe At Home gives churches a chance

to grow both numerically and spiritually.
We work to see that individuals who make
a commitment at the event are referred to
a local church for long-term follow up.
This helps the church grow.  Individuals
have grown spiritually because they have
seen their prayers answered by their
friends who responded to Christ.
When I have a chance to go fishing, I

want to know there are fish in the water
before I go fishing.  As an evangelist, I am

Safe at Home: A partner for the Gospel
SCOTT   
DAWSON
founder of the Scott 
Dawson Evangelistic
Association and the
Strength to Stand 
Conference movement 

mythoughts

See SAFE AT HOME page 5

OUTFIELD EXPERIENCE TABLES FOR
FAITH & FAMILY NIGHT INCLUDE:
• Character That Counts
• I am Second
• Team Jesus
• Marked Men for Christ
• NewSong Merchandise Table
• Metro Voice Christian Newspaper

SEASON-LONG FUN & VALUES
Hy-Vee Value Monday: Get $9 Hy-Vee View Level tickets for

Monday home games.

INK Student Nights & Local Music Showcase: Select Outfield
Plaza and Hy-Vee View tickets are available for youths 14 years
of age and under who are accompanied by an adult and all high
school and college students with valid IDs for only $8 on
Wednesday home games. In addition, all Student Night/Local
Music Showcases include pre-game food and beverage specials
at the Boulevard Grill concession area, as well as a pre-game
concert at the Outfield Experience stage by one of KC’s best
local acts, presented by INK Magazine. Seating is subject to
availability. More details at royals.com/studentnight.

GordoNation: Cheer on Rawlings Gold Glove winner Alex Gor-
don in his special fan section! Each Thursday home game, fans
can purchase a $30 ticket that includes a Charlie Hustle brand
“GordoNation” t-shirt and a seat in the sections closest to Alex
in left field. Get your tickets at royals.com/specialevents.

All You Can Eat Seats: For select home games, fans can pur-
chase All You Can Eat Seats located in the Loge Outfield level
(Sec. 319-325) which include unlimited ballpark fare. That
means all the hot dogs, nachos, peanuts, pretzels and soda
products you can eat for one low price! Individual and group dis-
count tickets available. Get tickets at www.royals.com/allyou-
caneat.

continued on next page
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n 1:10 P.M.
ROYALS GAME

n IMMEDIATELY
FOLLOWING GAME:

1) Welcome message from
K-LOVE

2) Special performance by 
live entertainer, Bello

3) Testimonies from select 
Royals personnel and 
message from Scott 
Dawson

4) Live concert by
contemporary Christian 
band NewSong

EVENT
ROSTER

called to be a “fisher of men” and before
presenting the Gospel at an event like Safe
At Home, I want to know there are fish in
the pond.  Please join me in prayerfully
considering how to use Safe At Home as a

tool to reach your family and friends for
Christ.  We are grateful to the Royals or-
ganization for making this event possible
and for local churches embracing this
kind of outreach in a serious way.  To-
gether we can have a great impact on our
community for the Kingdom of Christ.

SAFE AT HOME
continued from page 4

SEASON-LONG FUN & VALUES | cont.
Summer Fireworks: Following Friday night home games during

May through August, fans are invited to stay seated and watch a
spectacular fireworks show, presented by Hy-Vee & Pepsi. 

Buck Nights: Buck Nights, presented by Visit KC, are now every
Friday home game! On these nights, fans can purchase hot dogs
and peanuts for just $1 each.

Family FunDay Sundays: Every Sunday home game will feature
interactive kids entertainment, face painters and caricature or bal-
loon artists in the Outfield Experience. The Royals will also offer a
pre-game autograph opportunity with select players each Family
FunDay Sunday, subject to availability. In addition, all fans ages 14
and under can run the bases after the game for the Skippy Fun
Run (conditions permitting). For more details on Family FunDay
Sundays, please visit www.royals.com/sundays.

LIKE US!FACEBOOK.COM/METRO VOICE NEWS
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welfare around the world," he explaied.
“By that time, Holt had already placed
more than 50,000 children in loving
homes, and had done all that under the
radar. It's been a real honor to come
alongside them and tell others about them
through our tours." 
“We have an opportunity to affect this

thing called Christian music way beyond
our years, so I look at all those things as
opportunities and as part of our calling,”

Lee adds. 
“I believe all of that collectively helps

formulate who we are and what we’re
writing and what we feel like God wants
us to say. I think NewSong’s mission ex-
pands as the ministry continues and as
God opens new doors of opportunity.”
Be sure to stop by the band’s booth at

Faith and Family Day at the K and check
out their collection of great music and
merchandise.

–Provided by K-Love

NEWSONG
continued from page 3
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More than 192,000 people took to
Facebook and cast 6.2 million votes vying
to bring a $25,000 grant to their neighbor-
hoods courtesy of State Farm.
One winner is “Hand-Up For Young

Moms,” a program run by Independence
nonprofit Mother’s Refuge. The organiza-
tion is one of two maternity homes in the
Kansas City area that address the need of
homeless pregnant women, including
those under 18. 
The organization will use the $25,000

State Farm Neighborhood Assist grant to
shelter, educate, and empower pregnant
teen mothers in Jackson County. Specifi-
cally, funds will go toward food, medical
attention, prescriptions, transportation,
housing, and CPR/First Aid training.

  “State Farm is dedicated to helping
people live confidently and get to a better
state,” said Independence State Farm
Agent Chad Mitchell. 
“Through Neighborhood Assist, we are

pleased to help Mother’s Refuge provide
these young women and moms with a
safe, stable environment and with the par-
enting and financial skills they need to
benefit their families.”
Almost 4,000 submissions were re-

ceived through State Farm Neighborhood
Assist, a youth-led philanthropic program
that empowers communities to identify
issues in their neighborhoods. 
At least one cause was received from

every state. The State Farm Youth Advi-
sory Board, a group of 30 students who
are passionate about social responsibility,
reviewed the submissions and selected the
top 200 finalists based on criteria they cre-
ated. 
The public then voted to arrive at the

40 winners. 
In the four years of the program, 160

causes have received $4 million to enact
change in their communities.

Mother's Refuge wins national con-
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For many years American Christians
have celebrated Passover, Pentecost and
Thanksgiving without the understand-
ing that these holidays have deep Biblical
roots.  However, in recent years, increas-
ing numbers of believers are finding new
levels of spiritual riches as they partici-
pate in God’s appointed times in keeping
with the ways of our fathers of old.

  Few Christians are aware that the
American Thanksgiving holiday was in-
spired by the ancient Feast of Tabernacles
(or Sukkot in Hebrew).  This feast was
given to celebrate the entrance of the Is-
raelites into the Promised Land.  It is also
seen as a prophetic eight-day celebration
of the marriage feast of the lamb and the
establishment of the Millennial King-
dom.  Historically, the Feast of Taberna-
cles is a time of great thanksgiving,
feasting, celebration with music and
worship, dancing and fellowship.  In John
7, we see Jesus Himself observing this
feast.  

  In recent years, more and more
American Christians have been organiz-
ing local Sukkot gatherings in which they
spend a week camping and celebrating
with large groups of Christian families.
Kansas City believers have always had to
make long trips to get to these gatherings.
However, beginning this fall, the Kansas
City area will have its own Feast of Tab-
ernacles celebration, called SukkotKC. 

  SukkotKC will be held at the beauti-
ful Lake Paradise Resort just east of Lee’s
Summit. There will be an array of activ-
ities available for the young and not so

young.  The resort features plenty of bath
houses, five lakes stocked with fish, a
cafeteria, hundreds of campsites with full
hookups, cabins, meeting rooms, archery
range, hiking, horseshoes, miniature golf,
volleyball and a playground.  The cele-
bration will feature anointed worship,
nationally-known speakers, Hebraic
dancing, powerful times of ministry,
group discussions and joyous hours of
fellowship around camp fires. 

  Alan Lee is a lead speaker and one of
the event organizers. “Many Christians
say they feel a sense of ‘oneness’ with our
spiritual ancestors as they celebrate the
Passover meal.  Tabernacles is much the
same. Those who participate will find
their hearts being turned back to the
hearts of the Fathers of our Biblical faith,
just as Malachi 4 promised.”  

  Eva Hancock is another of

SukkotKC’s organizers.  She encourages
Kansas City Christians to participate,
saying,  “Don’t worry if you are going
alone. You’ll have tons of friends when
you leave!”  

  We asked Valerie Lee, another of the
event’s organizers, what KC-area believ-
ers should know about SukkotKC. “We
have tried to make SukkotKC into a truly
life-changing event for KC-area Chris-
tians.”  She adds, “We also want for it to
be affordable for everyone.  The cost of
camping is only $10 per night for tents
and $20 for full RV setups.  There are also
cabins and RV’s available for rental.  Who
can pass up an opportunity like that?”

  Gary Hancock, an organizer and
speaker, gives an overview of SukkotKC.
“The modern return to the Biblical roots
of Christianity is all about having a deep,
intimate walk with God through a re-
turning to the Bible. As we grow in our
understanding of the written word, His
Word shines on us and causes us to walk
closer and closer to Jesus, the Living
Word.”  He continues.  “At SukkotKC we
will encounter God in worship and min-
istry times; we will deepen our under-
standing in the teaching times and in our
fellowship times we will begin to put it
all into practice and live out what God is
doing in us.”  Hancock grins and adds, “I
hope none of your readers will miss it.
We sure won’t.”

  For info visit sukkotkc.org, and face-
book.com/sukkotkc.  Email them at
info@sukkotkc.org.
–Gary Hancock 

Tabernacles—The Feast of the Nations

newsbriefs
Congress takes up 
imprisoned Americans
(WNS)--The House of

Representatives unani-
mously passed a non-
binding resolution June
15 demanding Iran im-
mediately release three
American prisoners:
former U.S. Marine
Amir Hekmati, Wash-
ington Post reporter
Jason Rezaian, and Iranian-American pastor
Saeed Abedini.
The resolution also called for information

on any disappeared Americans in the coun-
try. The U.S. Senate passed a similar resolu-
tion last week.   Six U.S. representatives first
introduced the House resolution on April 29
to the House Foreign Affairs Committee. A
few days later, Abedini’s wife, Naghmeh, and
relatives of other Americans imprisoned in
Iran testified before the committee. Nagh-
meh Abedini pleaded with lawmakers to
save her husband before it is too late: “The
aim of the Iranian government is to break
Saeed before they have to release him.”
Four of the six representatives have con-
stituents who are related to Americans
missing or detained in Iran.

Baseball Great Mariano Rivera
Visits 'Amazing' Israel
Major League baseball great and former

New York Yankee Mariano Rivera traveled
to Israel along with his family for their first
visit to the Jewish state.
Rivera joined Israel's Tourism Minister

Yariv Leven for a firsthand look at
Jerusalem's Tower of David Museum in the

heart of the old city.
"The reason why I'm here is I wanted to

know. I read so much in the Bible, I wanted
to know the history of Israel. You know, I
read in the Bible, I wanted to see it with my
own eyes. I couldn't come when I was play-
ing baseball. So this is the time to come and
thank God for the opportunity," Rivera said.
The Tower of David houses a section of

Herod's palace, built 2,000 years ago. Part
of the museum is also likely the site of the
trial of Jesus.
The future hall of famer, who saved more

games than anyone else in Major League
history, is also a strong Christian. He told
CBN News what it means for him to be in
the Holy Land.
"Amazing. Amazing. The impression has

been something that is breathtaking. Amaz-
ing," he said. "Read about, again reading in
the Bible and walking and seeing and being
able to touch it -- can't describe it. Can't de-
scribe it. Have no words for it."
Rivera will be attending Israel's baseball

association summer tournament. The asso-
ciation hopes to build state of the art base-
ball and softball fields throughout Israel.
–CBN News

Abedini



If you’re thinking that a staycation
might be just what the doctored ordered,
here are some great tips, strategies, and
ideas from  a bona fide expert on the sub-
ject. Matt Wixon is a writer and columnist
for the Dallas Morning News and author
of the book The Great American Stayca-
tion. Here’s what Matt had to say:

How does Wixon define staycation?
Wixon defines a staycation in which the

vacationer stays at home, or near home,
while creating the environment of a tra-
ditional vacation. “Creating the environ-
ment of a traditional vacation” is the
important part. It means getting out of the
rut of your daily life. It means not plan-
ning a stay-at-home vacation that com-
bines leisure time with cleaning out the
garage, building bookshelves and a trip to
get the car repaired. In my own experi-
ences, and from the staycationers I talked
to for the book, I learned that the best
staycations come from people who treat a
staycation like a real vacation by planning
it ahead of time, taking care of as many
household projects and chores before the
staycation begins, and knowing how to
feel like your splurging even when you’re
saving money.
Wison’s top staycation activities (with

local suggestions provided by Metro
Voice):

Behind-the-scenes tours
Formal ones are available at company

museums and factories, as well as at fire
stations and police stations. But if parents
ask nicely, they can also get their kids a
tour of a movie theater projection room,

the pinsetters at a bowling alley, or other
places kids are curious about. Television
stations, radio stations, and newspaper
production facilities also offer tours. 
The Moon Marble Company in Bon-

ner Springs is a favorite of many kids.
Demonstrations of the marble-making
process are possible Monday thru Satur-
day during the summer providing a glass
artist available beginning at 10 or 10:30.
Visitors are encouraged to call ahead to
confirm that demonstrations are available
so the little ones will not be disappointed.  

Museums, observatories, planetariums
Art, science, children’s, aviation, history

… there are lots to choose from, and most
have areas dedicated to kids. My kids spent

nearly two hours at just one exhibit in-
volving golf balls rolling up and down hills
to show the science of roller coasters. A
new trend is the museum sleepover, a pro-
gram aimed at preteens and teenagers. 

       The Arabia Steamboat Museum is
called an “1856 floating Walmart!”  The
contents of the Arabia’s cargo hold can
fascinate a visitor for hours

Scenic train rides
Ranging from about 30 minutes long

to day trips, they can be a romantic idea
for adults but they also often cater to kids.
Some have pretend “train robberies” and
other shows. 
Check out Midland Railway in Baldwin

City, Kan.  Train rides feature an over-20-
mile round trip from Baldwin City via

"Norwood, Kansas" to Ottawa Junction,
Kan., traveling through scenic Eastern
Kansas farmland and woods via vintage
railway equipment.
Water parks
They’re easier to find now than they

used to be, because many cities have built
them as part of their recreation centers
and natatoriums. Community swimming
pools are another option.  
The Longview Lake Beach is a great

place to build a sand castle this summer
with the kids.   The Beach is also offering
on July 24 through Sand Cinema “Big
Hero 6.”  Grab all the kids on the block
and head to Longview Lake Beach for $5
a car!
Zoos and aquariums
Young kids love the zoo, of course, and

there are some very good aquariums
around the country. Many zoos also offer
behind-the-scenes “VIP” tours and have
special camp programs for kids.  
       Deanna Rose Children’s Farmstead is
a1900’s turn-of-the-century family farm.
The farmstead, located in Overland Park,
has vegetable and flower gardens, a one-
room country schoolhouse, an old-time
fishing pond, pony rides and more.  The
Georgia’s Chicken Run, a fun event for all
family members, is July 25, 7:30 am -
10:00 am

The next five:
• Sporting events (& stadium tours)
• Camping (as well as hiking, biking,

wilderness viewing areas, state parks).
Check out Living Waters Canoe ministry.
• Regional amusement parks
• City festivals (See page 10 for list.)
• Family fun centers (with bowling,

miniature golf, go karts, laser tag, that sort
of thing).

Especially for adults
• Sunset cruises on lakes (usually with

dinner)
• Community theater and touring

Broadway productions
• Historic home tours
• Concerts
• Staying at a local resort for a few days
• In-town bed and breakfasts

Are staycations changing? 
Camping, says Wixon, is a classic low-

cost vacation idea that has always been
popular. I think the difference now is that
we have a lot more options. We also are so
much more connected with the Internet
than even 8 years ago. It’s easier to research
the possibilities in your city that you don’t

Tips for the best ‘staycation’ ever

See STAYCATION TIPS page 22
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Founded in 2007, Grace Community
Church of Smithville, has hosted a family-
oriented community event that features a
fun-filled day of music, vendors and kid-
friendly activities.  Saturday, July 25 marks
the day for the 9th Annual Smithville
Christian Family Day.  

  Although Grace Community Church
is named as the coordinating church for
this event, several other metro area Christ-
following congregations and ministries
join in as a demonstration of community
to make this event successful.

“Christian Family Day is an opportu-
nity for believers to join together under
the common banner of Christ- regardless
of the name that appears over the church
doo,” says David Lin, worship leader at

Grace Community Church. “It’s time that
the body of Christ acted like the body, in-
stead of a bunch of scattered body parts!”
Lin also added that Smithville Christian

Family is also affectionately called the
“Nehemiah Fest Pep Rally.” The Ne-
hemiah Festival is another body-building

event that occurs each September at
nearby Smithville Lake.  Smithville Chris-
tian Family Day will feature twelve of the
region’s independent Christian artists that
will be on the schedule at Nehemiah Fest.
Smithville Christian Family Day is

scheduled from 10:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.
at the Downtown Courtyard Stage, 100 E.
Main, Smithville, MO, in Smithville’s
downtown Heritage shopping district.
Besides the full day of music, there are
FREE vending and booth opportunities
for local churches and ministries to share
information, as well as those offering mer-
chandise.  There are approximately 85
ministry, merchandise and food vendors
registered to attend this event.
The event planning team is pleased to

announce the line up for this year’s 9th
Annual Smithville Christian Family Day
will include:  Project 15:16, Alex Sons &
2819 Crew, The Wright Choice, Bearing
Armor, Joe Lewis, Whosoever Will, Jean-
nie Furst & Furst Light, The Center State,
Undergrad, Break the Fall, 9th Hour, and
will feature Lester Estelle, Sr. as the
evening’s headline act.

  For more information about
Smithville Christian Family Day, feel free
to email David Lin at nehemiah@nehemi-
ahfest.com or visit www.christianfamily-
day.org. 
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9th annual Smithville Christian Family Day lineup

MISSOURI
GEORGE WASHINGTON CARVER DAY
CELEBRATION
July 11, 2015 – 10 a.m.-3 p.m.
5646 Carver Road | Diamond, MO 64840
Phone: 417-325-4151
Celebrate the life of George Washington Carver.
The event includes:  exhibitors, storytelling; mu-
sical groups; guided tour, educational programs,
children’s activities, junior ranger station; and
other activities.

SLICED BREAD SATURDAY STREET FAIR
August 1, 2015 – 8 a.m.-1 p.m.
Downtown Chillicothe, MO on the Square
Phone: 660-646-4071
Join us for Chillicothe's newest festival.  Enjoy
family fun in Silver Moon Plaza with a DJ, live en-
tertainment, games, living history mural tours, a
bread baking contest with cash prizes, bounce
houses, vendors and face painting, all for free!
Don't miss special guests Dino & the Dinosaurs.
Local shops will be hosting sidewalk sales.

SILVER DOLLAR CITY'S SOUTHERN
GOSPEL PICNIC 
Aug. 27-Sep. 7, 2015 – Daily, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
399 Silver Dollar City Pkwy | Branson, MO 65616
Phone: 800-475-9370
Experience hundreds of performances by some
of gospel's biggest stars including: The Booth
Brothers; The Isaacs; Jeff and Sheri Easter; Tri-
umphant Quartet; and Karen Peck & New River.
Don’t miss the two-hour Southern Gospel Nights
Concert Series each evening in Echo Hollow Am-
phitheatre. Plus, feast on the flavors of southern

cooking at The House of Chicken and Fixin's, on
the City's Square. Standard admission to Silver
Dollar City is required.

15TH ANNUAL MUSIC FESTIVAL AND BACK
PORCH JAM AT WATKINS WOOLEN MILL
STATE HISTORIC SITE
Sept. 12, 2015 – Noon-5 p.m.
26600 Park Road North | Lawson, MO 64062
Phone: 816-580-3387
Bring your banjo, fiddle, guitar, harmonica or
mandolin and join the fun at the Watkins family
home. Featured songwriters and musicians will
perform original songs and folk music through-
out the day on the front porch of the house.
Everyone is invited to join the informal jam ses-
sions held on the back porch.  Come out to play
or listen! Lawn chairs and picnic lunches are al-
lowed. In case of rain, the event will be held in
the park’s visitor center. 

LEXINGTON'S 18TH ANNUAL APPLES, ARTS
AND ANTIQUES FESTIVAL
Sept. 26-27, 2015 | 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
Main Street, Lexington, MO 64067
Phone: 660-259-3082
A short drive through beautiful fall foliage and
apple orchards just east of Kansas City will bring
you to a town filled with a rich cultural heritage.
Lexington boasts more than 130 antebellum
buildings, great shopping, restaurants and
plenty of history.  Attend a great antique show,
enjoy a wonderful art show, get your fall apples
and more. The setting includes the Main Street
Antique Show, Art Show and live music. The Lex-
ington area is the largest apple producing area in
Missouri, with more than 20 varieties of apples.

Festivals abound in Missouri and Kansas
It’s easy to find one (or several) that fits your family’s multiple interests

by Anita Widaman

See FESTIVALS page 22
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(WNS)--The U.S. Supreme Court on
June 26 legalized same-sex marriage na-
tionwide in a sweeping, moralizing opinion
written by Justice Anthony Kennedy. He
delivered the ruling softly and without
much expression, but outside the court-
room, huge crowds swarmed the Supreme
Court plaza in celebration, singing the na-
tional anthem.

As anticipated since the high court first
took up the case, the ruling was 5-4, with
Kennedy joining the court’s liberals: Jus-
tices Ruth Bader Ginsburg, Stephen Breyer,
Sonia Sotomayor, and Elena Kagan. The
dissenters—Chief Justice John Roberts and
Justices Antonin Scalia, Clarence Thomas,
and Samuel Alito—each penned separate
dissents, an expression of profound frus-
tration. Scalia opened his apoplectic dis-
sent, concurring with Roberts’ dissent, by
saying, “I write separately to call attention
to this court’s threat to American democ-
racy.”

“Just who do we think we are?” Roberts
asked in the courtroom. “This is a court,
not a legislature.”

With soaring rhetoric, Kennedy de-
clared in his ruling that same-sex couples
have a fundamental right to marriage li-
censes, just as opposite-sex couples do. He
said marriage had evolved
over time, pointing to the
end of arranged marriages
and coverture, where women
were treated as a legal non-
entity after they married.

“These new insights have
strengthened, not weakened,
the institution of marriage,”
Kennedy wrote.

Then he attempted to define what mar-
riage is: “The nature of marriage is that,
through its enduring bond, two persons to-
gether can find other freedoms, such as ex-
pression, intimacy, and spirituality.” (Scalia,
in his dissent, picked out such statements
and called them “mummeries” and “the
mystical aphorisms of the fortune cookie.”)

Kennedy emphasized several times
throughout his ruling that marriage is be-
tween “two persons,” likely in response to
the questions during the oral arguments
about whether legalizing polygamy would
necessarily follow a legalization of gay mar-
riage.

Though technical legal arguments were
not central in Kennedy’s opinion, the legal
question before the court was whether state
laws defining marriage as between one
man and one woman violated the 14th
Amendment, which guarantees due
process (the right to liberty) and equal pro-
tection. Kennedy’s ruling said the state laws
violated both.

But he did not create a new “suspect
class” for sexual orientation, a legal term
that means he did not give sexual orienta-
tion the same protections as race or gender.
He confined the ruling to say that state
marriage licensing laws violated the 14th
Amendment. That means, for now, the
sweeping “fundamental rights” language is
limited to gay couples’ interactions with the
state in acquiring a marriage license.

But the language in Kennedy’s ruling
about state laws demeaning gay people
could be used in other legal scenarios. He
talked about state marriage laws that “de-

mean” the “dignity” and “nobility” of same-
sex couples.

“It will be used to vilify Americans who
are unwilling to assent to the new ortho-
doxy,” Alito wrote in his dissent. “In the
course of its opinion, the majority com-
pares traditional marriage laws to laws that
denied equal treatment for African-Amer-
icans and women. The implications of this
analogy will be exploited by those who are
determined to stamp out every vestige of
dissent.”

In referring to those who might oppose
gay marriage, Kennedy never used the
word “animus,” which could be helpful to
religious groups. He said those who oppose
gay marriage could do so “based on decent

and honor-
able reli-
gious or
philosoph-
ical prem-
ises.” But in
the next
sentence he
writes that
when such

personal beliefs are “enacted” in public pol-
icy, that “demeans or stigmatizes those
whose own liberty is then denied.”

And in a later paragraph, he attempted
to quell the dissenters’ concerns about re-
ligious liberty.

“[I]t must be emphasized that religions,
and those who adhere to religious doc-
trines, may continue to advocate with ut-
most, sincere conviction that, by divine
precepts, same-sex marriage should not be

condoned,” Kennedy wrote. “The First
Amendment ensures that religious organ-
izations and persons are given proper pro-
tection as they seek to teach the principles
that are so fulfilling and so central to their
lives and faiths, and to their own deep as-
pirations to continue the family structure
they have long revered.”

Roberts didn’t buy it.
“The majority graciously suggests that

religious believers may continue to ‘advo-
cate’ and ‘teach’ their views of marriage,”
Roberts wrote in his dissent. “The First
Amendment guarantees, however, the free-
dom to ‘exercise’ religion. Ominously, that
is not a word the majority uses. … Unfor-
tunately, people of faith can take no com-
fort in the treatment they receive from the
majority today.”

Roberts said he expects the court will
soon be asked to consider cases about how
religious exercise conflicts with the “new
right to same-sex marriage.”

Jim Campbell, an attorney with Alliance
Defending Freedom, who handles such
constitutional issues, said he expects that in
litigation between gay couples and religious
groups, each will use different language in
the Kennedy opinion. His side will point to
the paragraph on religious protections, and
“the other side will pull out the lofty lan-
guage.”

“I don’t know how much we can get out
of that paragraph,” Campbell said, referring
to Kennedy’s assertion that religious organ-
izations will still have First Amendment
protections.
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Court Ruling Still Leaves Questions Unanswered
by Emily Belz

“These new insights
have strengthened,
not weakened, the
institution of 
marriage”

Justice Anthony Kennedy

newsbriefs
Healing Now conference set
for July 30-Aug. 2
Hosted by Senior Pastors Steve and Kathy

Gray of World Revival Church in Kansas City,
people will gather to find healing and
restoration in every area of their lives at the
Healing Now Conference.
The Grays will host the Healing Now con-

ference at World Revival Church, July 30th -
August 2nd in Kansas City.  Biblical instruc-
tion and hands on training will be provided
for physical healing, along with the restora-
tion of families and relationships.  
Registration is available online at healing-

now.worldrevivalchurch.com for the day ses-
sions, which will be held at 601 NW Libby
Lane, Lees Summit MO. Evening healing
services are free and open to the public, and

will be held at
9900 View High
Drive
The Grays

are known
worldwide as
leaders in
global revival,
p e r s o n a l
restoration and

helping people encounter God's healing
power.  Steve anticipates Healing Now to be
a pivotal weekend. "Sickness has crept into
so many areas of our lives,” he shared.
“There is a revival of physical healing and
restoration of all kinds, and if people will
come, they can be healed spirit, soul and
body!” 
Other day speakers include Heather Es-

chenbaum and J.D. King, leaders with years
of experience bringing restoration to others.
The public is invited free of charge to expe-
rience life-restoring music, teaching and per-
sonal prayer during the evening meetings led
by both Steve and Kathy Gray. 
For info call (816) 763-0708.

Kurdish Win Major Battle
With ISIS
(WNS)--Kurdish forces in Syria celebrated

a major victory over Islamic State (ISIS) mil-
itants, reclaiming the strategic town of Tal
Abyad on the Turkish border. Tal Abyad has

served as a major supply route for ISIS, and
analysts say its loss could cripple the militant
group. It’s also been a gateway for fighters
joining the group to travel freely from Turkey
into ISIS-controlled areas in Syria. Reclaiming
the territory will allow Kurdish fighters to
connect several of the territories it controls,
giving the group a contiguous power base.
The Kurds, considered a terrorist group itself
in Turkey, have been fighting for independ-
ence for decades. Despite mixed support for
their fighters in the West and the Middle East,
the Kurds have shows the best ability to take
on ISIS.

Differences Suggest 
Future Conflict
(WNS)--A new study by the Cato Institute

forecasts greater conflict between the mil-
lennial generations of the United States and
the Middle East. The study shows Arab mil-
lennials have a negative view of America.
“The interactions between these two millen-
nial groups are really going to define foreign
affairs for the next 50 years,” said A. Trevor
Thrall, international affairs professor at
George Mason University, who co-authored
the study. For Americans born between 1980
and 1997, the critical period for developing a
worldview included events like 9/11 and the
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. For young
Arabs, Thrall said, their experiences with
America have been brutal, and negative
views of America will be permanent. Amer-
ican millennials surveyed were less patriotic
than any other generation, with only 32 per-
cent agreeing the United States is the great-
est country in the world. The study also
showed less than one third of young Ameri-
cans support military force intervention
when dealing with foreign conflict.

The Grays

Female Kurdish Defenders
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Clay Center, Kan. – During September
1861, President Abraham Lincoln signed
a proclamation calling for a national ob-
servance of “public humiliation, prayer
and fasting.”  Why?  Months earlier the
Union troops came under fire at Fort
Sumter, sending the teetering nation into
a bloody civil war.  Lincoln discerned the
days ahead would be long, dark and crit-
ical for the future of America.  He urged
his fellow countrymen to offer “fervent
supplications to Almighty God for the
safety and welfare of these States, His
blessings on their arms, and a speedy

restoration of peace.” The President
knew he needed power and wisdom be-
yond himself. He knew only the God of
heaven and earth could save his divided
nation. 
Lincoln’s approach to a national crisis

is much different than the modern era.
Today’s leaders respond to a crisis by urg-
ing citizens to “rebuild”, “not quit”, prom-
ising to “bring justice” and “whatever
resources are needed.”  It is a response
that trusts in the people and government
to overcome with no mention of the
need for God or the problem of evil. 
During these times it appears motiva-

tional and inspiring to urge people on-
ward reminding them of the pioneering,
self-reliant American spirit in our coun-
try’s history.  Even so, is that really our
best way to respond to tragedy, natural
disasters, war, crime, economic turmoil
and political divides?
One army faced great odds as they

lined up for battle yet they succeeded.
The reason for their success was based on

who they trusted in.  The Bible says “The
men of Judah prevailed, because they re-
lied on the Lord” (2 Chronicles 13:18).
Almighty God is the one who raises up
nations and allows them to crumble.  We
think too highly of ourselves if we believe
America’s future rests in our hands
alone.  It reveals a national arrogance.
The Scriptures say, “For God opposes the
proud but gives grace to the humble” (1
Peter 5:6).  During crises we do not need
God’s opposition, rather we need His

grace.
There is only one being who is pow-

erful enough to rescue America,
Almighty God. When our nation faces
crises may our leaders and a humble
remnant bow before the Most High with
unwavering faith and seek His interven-
tion. May God Himself be our nation’s
hope for today.

Clint Decker is President & Evangelist
with Great Awakenings, Inc.
cdecker@greatawakenings.org

Doctor: And where do you live Simon?
Simon (demon within offender patient
May Hobbes): I live in the weak and
wounded… doc.” 

-Excerpt from the movie 'Session 9'.

I often reflect on the fictional entity
Simon—in the movie above, Session 9,
when dealing with or studying violent of-
fenders and criminality. Simon was an evil
entity that attached itself to weak and
wounded individuals—eventually taking
them over entirely and compelling them
to kill. 
Let me state for the record that as a

black man and a Christian, I believe in evil
and a devil as surely as I do in Christ and
angels. Let me also be clear in this regard
people don’t need the help of dark forces
to kill. It’s already in our nature. To spiri-
tualize everything would be a mistake and
bad theology. Dylan Roof found a cause.
He thought about it, embraced it and
shocked the world. This craving for atten-
tion was simply manifested in the quickest
way to headlines— violence. I refuse to
make this solely about race. 

  It is true he hated blacks. It’s also true
he is a terrorist and evil predator who
found a cause. Dylan is just one more case
of a deviant, young lethal mind with the
means and motives to carry out his mis-

sion. Their number is increasing, and this
is much bigger than a race issue. Here’s
why. 

  Homicidal folks are able to tell us why
they chose their course action and often
do. Our current explanations don’t match
the diverse profiles of those who engage in
these binges whether here in the states or
abroad. The mentally ill Cho Seung-Hui
of Virginia Tech left us his rambling rea-

sons about the wealth and indifference of
society, and former LAPD officer Christo-
pher Dorner followed suit in a diatribe
about injustice and racism. Madman An-
ders Breivik of Norway was calling Europe
back to its racially pure heritage. Their de-
sire did not need to be unmasked; they
clearly told us why. (Although Sandy
Hook perpetrator Adam Lanza gave no
reason for his sadistic actions, but it is clear

he wanted to leave a statement and be re-
membered.)
We should also remember the Santa

Barbara Killer, Elliot Rodger and his ob-
session with women and his hatred to-
ward black males. For these offenders,
violence was the public vehicle to call at-
tention to their arrival and the twisted
views the publicized, hoping to imprint
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CONCERTS
THE BLACKWOOD BROTHERS QUARTET. July 10,
7:00 pm. First Christian Church, 2151 S. Jefferson, Kear-
ney, MO. 816-628-5583.
2015 PRAISE FEST. July 13-July 18, 6:55-9:55 pm.
Riverview Ministries, 439 N Division St., Cedar Falls, IA
50613. Six days of southern gospel music. Includes:
The Allen Family, Keepers of the Faith, Old Paths, For-
given Quartet, The Talleys and Move.  Sponsored by
Riverview Ministries. 319-268-0787.
DEREK MINOR. July 18, 7 p.m.  Concord Fortress of
Hope, 11050 West Longview Parkway, Kansas City, MO
64134.    Tickets are $15 online and at the door, for
Youth Group prices call 816-305-5575.
9th ANNUAL SMITHVILLE CHRISTIAN FAMILY
DAY. July 25, 10:00 am. Smithville Downtown Court-
yard Stage, 100 E. Main St., Smithville, MO 64089. Free
Event. Smithville Christian Family Day will feature 12
of the Nehemiah Fest Christian bands in a day of music,
fun and fellowship. 816-645-1982.
RED ROOTS. July 31, 7:00 pm. FireEscape Coffee-
house, 126  W. Main, CHANUTE, KS 66720. $10 per per-
son, all ages show. Dove Award nominated triplets,
Red Roots, will be appearing along with Matt Oliphant.
Pop, country, worship – these multi-talented ladies will
bless you as they perform and share their gifts of
music and evangelism. 620-431-5815.
THE DIPLOMATS.August 5. 7:00 pm. First Christian
Church, 2151 S. Jefferson, Kearney, MO 816-528-5583.
SELAH. August 9, 5 pm.  Lenexa Baptist Church, 15320

W 87th Street. Pkwy, Lenexa, KS.  Benefit Concert.  Gen.
Ad. $15.  lenexabaptist.com
CASTING CROWNS WITH I AM THEY. August 20.
Missouri State Fair, Sedalia, MO. 660-530-5611.
SANCTUS REAL.August 23. Civic Center Park, 100 N.
4th St., St. Joseph, MO. Organized by Trails West. 816-
232-1912.

SOUTHERN GOSPEL
(CALL FOR GROUPS)
ALPHA OMEGA CHRISTIAN MUSIC ASSOCIATION
MONTHLY MEETING, PRAYER, DEVOTION,
POTLUCK AND JAM. FIRST FRIDAY, 7pm.  10035 E.
Westport Rd., Indep., MO 64052.  
MO-KAN GOSPEL MUSIC ASSOCIATION POTLUCK
AND JAM. FOURTH FRIDAY (except for Nov. & Dec.
when we meet on the 3rd Fri.).  Northland Christian
Church, 6120 NE 48th St., KCMO.   913-432-0359.
PENTECOSTAL TABERNACLE CHURCH. SECOND
SATURDAY, 6pm.  341 S. 72nd St., Kansas City, KS 66111.
Praise and Worship songs of Zion.  913-334-1009.
CGMA NW MO CHAPTER MEETING, GOSPEL
MUSIC AND POTLUCK. SECOND SATURDAY.  Faith
Assembly of God Church, South 13 Hwy, Polo, MO.
Travel North on I-35 North, go North of Liberty to the
Polo/Lathrop Exit.  Turn right onto 116 Hwy.  Go 12
miles to 13 Hwy.  Turn left and go ¼ mile.
pegcla@msn.com.
MOMENT OF TRUTH BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH.
THIRD SATURDAY in January, May, September & Oc-
tober, 7pm.  310 Randolph Rd, Claycomo, MO.  Gospel
music sing.  816-452-4426.
RADIANT LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD. LAST SUNDAY,
6:30 p.m.  Hwy. 33, Kearney, MO.  Open mike.  Gospel
sing.  
GOSPEL JAMBOREE. SECOND THURSDAY, 7 p.m.
Life Christian Center, 1650 E Langsford Road, Lee’s
Summit, MO.  816-878-4694.   
PARADISE BAPTIST CHURCH. SECOND SUNDAY, 6
p.m.  Pot luck dinner at 5 p.m.  Paradise Missouri.  816-
591-1020.

CLASSES, SEMINARS, 
CONFERENCES
FOOD & FUN.  July 6-17 (M-F), 11:00 am. Glenwood
Park Church, 10000 E. 23rd, Independence, MO 64052.
A free lunch will be served to kids Monday through Fri-
day form 11:00-11:30 am. The kids will then enjoy var-
ious fun activities from 11:30 am-1:00 pm.
816-254-5116.
“YOU ARE CHOSEN” SPORTS CAMP. July 6-9, 9:30-
11:30 am. Deerbrook Covenant Church, 200 NE Tudor
Rd., Lee’s Summit, MO (for soccer). Xtreme Gymnastics,
725 NW Commerce, Lee’s Summit, MO (for gymnas-
tics). Fee of $30 due at time of registration; $40 after
May 25th. Last day to register is June 25th. Soccer (ages
6-12) or Gymnastics (ages 5-12); snack drinks, coach-
ing/instruction, inspiration and lots of fun. Thursday,
July 9th 11:30am-12:45pm celebration lunch. Spon-
sored by Deerbrook Church Kids’ Ministry. 
AVOID PROBATE. July 9, 7:000 pm. Lewis Living Trust
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Center, 700 NE Langsford, Lee’s Summit, MO 64063.
816-524-3200.
NATIONAL RIGHT TO LIFE CONVENTION 2015. July
9, 10, & 11. New Orleans, LA. www.nrlconvention.com.
316-687-5433.
WOMEN’S MINI RETREAT. July 11, 9:00 am. Faith

United Methodist Church, 1950 SW Eagles Pkwy, Grain
Valley, MO 64015. Guest speaker, Elaine Howlett, au-
thor of “Lazarus, Come Out.” 816-847-0008.
‘JOURNEY OFF THE MAP’ VACATION BIBLE
SCHOOL. July 13-17, 9:00 am. Pisgah Baptist Church,
112 Pisagah Dr., Excelsior Springs, MO 64024. For ages
4 years through 6th grade. Bible study, music, crafts,
recreation, refreshments. 816-630-5121.
VBS CAMP KILIMANJARO. July 13-17. Grace Christian
Fellowship Church, 7230 Quivira Rd., Shawnee, KS
66216. Welcome to Camp Kilimanjaro, where you’ll
have an epic expedition through the book of Proverbs.
913-268-6300
PRINCESS TRAINING. July 17-18, 9:00 am-12:00 pm.
Dramatic Truth, 10510 Grandview Rd., Kansas City, MO.
Girls ages 3-6. Sponsored by Dramatic Truth. 816-767-
9222 dramatictruth.org.
THE MAIN EVENT. July 17-18. First Baptist Church
Raytown, 10500 E. 350 Hwy., Raytown, MO 64138.
Speakers include Tony Evans, Tommy Bowden, David
Akers, Darrin Patrick and more. 816-353-1994.
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL. July 20-24. Timothy
Lutheran Church, 425 NW RD Mize Rd., Blues Springs,
MO. Theme: Everest, Conquering Challenges with God’s
mighty power; register at www.timothylutheran.com.
816-228-5300.
AVOID PROBATE. July 21, 7:00 pm. Lewis Living Trust
Center, 700 NE Langsford, Lee’s Summit, MO 64063.
816-524-3200.
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL.July 21-23, 6:00 am. Glen-
wood Park Church, 10000 E. 23rd, Independence, MO
64052. Vacation Bible School for kids ages 3-5th grade;
including games, snacks, songs, crafts, Bible Stories.
816-254-5116.
YOUTH REVIVAL. July 22, 2015 - July 24, 2015, 7 p.m.
House of Refuge Family Worship Center, 10816 Hillcrest

Road, Kansas City, Mo.   Come out all youth to hear an
awesome word of God!!!!!   (816) 763-2500
CHILDREN ON THE FRONTLINES CONFERENCE.
July 23-25. Christ Triumphant Church, 401 NE Chipman
Rd., Lee’s Summit, MO 64063. Speakers Carol Koch &
Becky Fischer for conference, ages 6 and up. 816-524-
6120.
TAYSIR ABU SAADA. July 25, 10:00 am. Or HaOlam
Messianic Congregation, 7029 W. 74th St., Overland
Park, KS. “Tass” was born in the Gaza Strip. Tass joined
the “Fatah Forces” (PLO under Arafat). Through a su-
pernatural encounter with Messiah Yeshua, Taysir be-
came a born again believer. 913-383-8448.
BACKSTAGE VBS. July 26-30, 5:45-8:00 pm. First Bap-
tist Church, 2205 Iron St., North Kansas City, MO 64116.
After receiving their VIP passes, children will rock out
each evening as they learn the books of the Bible, Ten
Commandments and how to be saved by grace
through faith. Each night will begin with a free family
meal followed by music crafts, games, fun and God!
Be sure to preregister your students who have com-
pleted Kindergarten-5th grade by calling the church
office. 816-842-1175.
SUMMER DANCE INTENSIVE. July 26-August 7. Dra-
matic Truth, 10510 Grandview Rd., Kansas City, MO.
Ages 12-Pro. Sponsored by Dramatic Truth. 816-767-
9222 dramatictruth.org.
CREATE-A-CAMP. July 27-31. First Baptist Raytown,
10500 E. 350 Hwy., Raytown, MO 64138. Creat-A-Camp

is a mash up of all things kids love! VBS, Fine Arts
Camp, and Sports Camp all rolled into one. We’re hav-
ing one awesome week=long camp where your kids
will get quality instruction in sports, arts, and character
development. 816-353-1994.
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL. July 27-31. Fort Osage
Church of the Nazarene, 19333 E. 24 Hwy., Independ-

ence, MO 64056. Week of Fun! Excitement! Games,
Bible Stories, etc. “God of the Underdogs” will be your
summer’s end delight before heading back to school!
Come join us! 816-796-5879.
HEALING NOW CONFERENCE. July 30 - August 2.
World Revival Church.   Day sessions, which will be held
at 601 NW Libby Lane, Lees Summit MO. Evening heal-
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ing services are free and open to the public, and will
be held at 9900 View High Drive, Kansas City, Mo.
Speakers include:  Steve Gray, Kathy Gray, Heather Es-
chenbaum and J.D. King. www.worldrevivalchurch.com
ABOLITION SUMMIT 2015.August 6-8. Folly Theater,
300 W. 12th St., Kansas City, MO 64105.  Speakers in-
clude:  Benjamin Nolot, Blaire Pilkington, Don Bresw-
ster, Kezia Hatfield and more.   Breakout Sessions
Bartle Hall-North East Building, 301 W. 13th St., Kansas
City, MO 64105 Rooms: 2104 A , 2104 B, 2105.
MBCH CHILDREN AND FAMILY MINISTRIES
TREATMENT FOSTER CARE PROGRAM INFORMA-

TION MEETINGS.Meetings are designed to provide
in person information and a forum for  questions and
answers will be held at the following dates, times, and
locations: Tuesday, August 11th, 6:30 p.m. Wornall
Road Baptist Church 400 W. Meyer Blvd., Kansas City,
MO Thursday, August 13th, 6:30 p.m. First Baptist
Church 116 W. Washington Raymore, Missouri Tuesday,
August 18th, 6:30 p.m. Noland Road Baptist Church
4505 S. Noland Road, Independence, MO.  Call Chuck
Phillips at (816) 795-8878, Charles.Phillips@mbch.org
or online at www.mbch.org 
AN EVENING OF EMPOWERMENT.August 13, 6:00-
9:30 pm. Whitefield Academy, 8929 Homes Rd.,

Kansas City, MO. No charge. Learn how to reach your
personal family, ministerial and business financial
goals in the “How Money Works” seminar. Also learn
how to speak with confidence and achieve success on
your job, in your church and when doing business in
the “Taking the Fear Out of Public Speaking” work-
shop. The host is Living Grace Fellowship Church. 
BETH MOORE LIVING PROOF LIVE SIMULCAST.
September 12, 8:00 am. Pisgah Baptist Church, 112 Pis-
gah Dr., Excelsior Spring, MO 64024. Early registration
$30 per person until July 1. After July 1, price increases
to $40. Cost includes light breakfast, lunch, the Simul-
cast, and materials. Capacity limited; register early.
Child care is not provided. 816-630-5121.

SPECIAL CHURCH EVENTS
BIKERS WITH A MISSION. July 11. Start Point: Worth
Harley Davidson North, End Point: The Cricket Wireless
Amphitheater. Preregistration cost $30 per rider/$25
per passenger. Dream Concert 7:00 pm. Ride perks
are: a lunch at Worth, a free evening meal and 1 con-
cert ticket per registrant. Concert at The Cricket Wire-
less Amphitheater with free and secure bike parking.
Benefits City Union Mission. For more information, visit
www.cityunionmission.org.
ROYAL FAITH & FAMILY DAY. July 11, 1:10 pm. The
event will feature a post-game concert by contempo-
rary Christian music band NewSong and speech from
select players and/or executives, as well as Scott Daw-
son of Safe at Home. Royals take on the Toronto Blue
Jays. 816-504-4040.
GOD’S FAMILY RANCH AND RESCUE GROUND-
BREAKING CEREMONY. July 11, 11:00 am. 781 SW
State Rt. 131 Hwy., Holden, MO 64040. Join us for fel-
lowship, food, fun and faith. For your seating comfort,
please bring lawn chair or blanket. 816-699-9133.
3 ON 3 BASKETBALL TOURNEY FUNDRAISER. July
11, 9:00 am. Liberty High School, 200 Blue Jay Dr., Lib-
erty, MO 64068. 3 on 3 registration $60 per team. LFC
is sending a team to plant churches in the country with
the lowest percentage of Christians in the world. Come
compete against the team and support the cause! All
age groups, men & women, boys and girls, 2 game
guarantee. To register for the tournament, email
3on3bball2014@gmail.com with team name, gender,
grade/age and contact information. 816-721-3496.
LOVE’S OUTREACH COMMUNITY FOOD DISTRUB-
TION. July 11, 10:00-11:00 am. Church on the Rock Out-
reach Center, 1700 SW Market St., Lee’s Summit, MO
64082. Free food for families in need. Free and open
to the public. Valid ID and proof of residency needed
to participate. 816-246-7625.
MIDWEST HEBREW FEST. July 17 – 19.  Paradise Lake
Resort, Lone Jack, MO.  Live music and workshops.  He-
brewFest.com
2015 COMMUNITY BACK TO SCHOOL EXTRAVA-
GANZA & HEALTH FAIR. July 25, 12:00 pm. House of
Refuge Impact Youth Center, 10816 Hillcrest Rd.,
Kansas City, MO 64134. Free school supplies, free food,
health screenings, free haircuts, games. 816-763-2500.
EXPLORE MARANATHA. July 28, 6:30 pm.

Maranatha S. Campus, 6826 Laccman Rd., Shawnee,
KS. Visit both campuses until 8:00 p.m.   913-631-0637.
VITAE FOUNDATION DINNER. Sept. 22, 7 p.m.  Over-
land Park Convention Center, 6000 College Blvd.,
OPKS. Speaker Matthew Kelly.    573-634-4316.  
FEAST OF TABERNACLES IN KANSAS CITY. Sept.
27 – Oct. 5.  www.sukkotkc.org
MIDWEST CHRISTIAN SINGLES BRANSON FALL
SPECTACULAR WEEKEND EVENT. October 9, 10, &
11. Clarion Hotel, 2820 West Highway 76, Branson, MO.
Weekend retreat, Friday and Saturday night dinner
dances, dance lessons, seminars, mixers, group out-
ings options which can be added such as Ziplining,
luncheon Showboat Branson Belle cruise, Hamners
Unbelievable Variety Show.
midwestchristiansingles.com
MISSOURI RIGHT TO LIFE ANNUAL BANQUET. Oc-
tober, 29, 6:00 pm. Adam’s Mark, 9103 E. 39th St.,
Kansas City, MO 64133. Tickets on sale now for $40.
Dr. Alveda King, niece of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., will
be the guest speaker at the Annual Benefit Dinner for
Missouri Right to Life. 816-353-4113.
  
FINE ARTS
A YEAR WITH FROG AND TOAD.Through August 2.
Crown Center, 2450 Grand Ave., Suite 144, Kansas City,
MO 64108. Part vaudeville, part make-believe, all
charm, A Year with Frog and Toad tells the story of a
friendship that endures, weathering all seasons. The
jazzy upbeat score bubbles with melody and wit; and
inventive, exuberant, and enchanting musical for the
whole family. 816-474-6552.
KING LEAR HEART OF AMERICA SHAKESPEARE
FESTIVAL. Through July 5, 8:00 pm. Southmoreland
Park, 4598 Oak St., Kansas City, MO. Performances for
the deaf and hard of hearing will be Tuesday, June 23rd
and Sunday, June 28th. Tuesday-Sunday evenings;
gates will open for seating at 6:00 pm with showtime
at 8:00 pm nightly. 816-531-7728.
PIPPIN. Through July 5. Starlight Theatre, 4600
Starlight Rd., Kansas City, MO 64132. 816-363-7827.
THE SECRET GARDEN. July 3-5 & July 8-11. Theater
in the Park, 7710 Renner Rd., Shawnee, KS. General
admission only $8, youth $6, and children three and
under may attend for free. Sponsored by Johnson
County Park & Recreation. For more information, visit
www.theatreinthepark.org/2015-season. 
CINDERELLA. July 7-12. Starlight Theatre, 4600
Starlight Rd., Kansas City, MO 64132. kcstarlight.com.
816-363-7827.
SHREK. July 11, 16, 18, 23, and 25, 7:30 pm & July 12,
19, and 26, 2:00 pm. White Theater, 5801 W. 115th St.,
Leawood, KS. 913-327-8054.
ANNIE WARBUCKS. July 17, 18, 19, 22, 23, 24, 25. The-
ater in the Park, 7710 Renner Rd., Shawnee, KS. Gen-
eral admission only $8, youth $6, and children three
and under may attend for free. Sponsored by Johnson
County Park & Recreation. For more information, visit
www.theatreinthepark.org/2015-season. 
MARY POPPINS. July 24-August 1. Starlight Theatre,
4600 Starlight Rd., Kansas City, MO 64132.
kcstarlight.com. 816-363-7827.
COUNTRY MOUSE/CITY MOUSE. July 25, 11:00 am
& 2:00 pm. Puppetry Arts Institute, 11025 E. Winner
Rd., Independence, MO 64052. 816-833-9777.
BYE BYE BIRDIE. July 31, August 1, 7, 8, 14, 15 and 16;
8:00 pm Friday & Saturday and 2:00 pm Sunday. Hol-
lywood Theatre, 401 Deleware St., Leavenworth, KS.
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Presented by The River City Community Player. 913-
651-0027.
BYE BYE BIRDIE.August 20-22. Paradise Park, Lee’s
Summit, MO. www.summittheatregroup.com. 816-
463-2654.

FAMILY OUTINGS
DISCOVERY AND RECOVERY: PERSERVING IRAQI
JEWISH HERITAGE. Through August 15. National
Archives, 400 W. Pershing Rd., Kansas City, MO 64108.
Free and open to the public. The exhibit details the
dramatic recovery of historic materials relating to the
Jewish community in Iraq from a flooded basement in
Saddam Hussein’s intelligence headquarters. In both
English and Arabic, the 2,000 square foot exhibit fea-
tures 23 recovered items and a “behind the scenes”
video of the fascinating yet painstaking preservation
process. 816-268-8000.
SAND TO SNOW. Through April 10, 2016. National
World War I Museum and Memorial, 100 W. 26th St.,
Kansas City, MO 64108. Illustrates the convergence of
diverse military, political, economic and social forces
of the combatant nations and neutral countries. The
faces, actions, voices and objects of the people, often
from an individual viewpoint, serve as our guides.
Their contributions and sacrifies are the central
themes. 816-888-8100.

BIG BANG 4TH OF JULY CELEBRATION. July 4, 5:30
pm-11:00 pm. Longview Lake Shelter #13. Admission
is FREE! Concessions available for purchase. Festival
foods, kids big blast carnival, skydivers, military trib-
ute, two bands and largest firework shell to be shot in
the U.S. 816-503-4800.
IMAGINE ELEVEN. Sunday nights through August 9,
6:00-8:30 pm. July 5-Liverpool; July 12-Rattle & Hum
KC; July 19-The Blackbird Review; July 26-Lyin’ Eyes;

August 2-The Elders; August 9-Soca Jukebox. Coleman
Hawkins Park/Felix Square, downtown St. Joseph, MO.
Concerts will help raise funds and awareness for The
Center, the local mental health agency offering the
broadest range of services in NW Missouri as well as
faith-based counseling, and The Center provides as-
sistance to those without insurance or other financial
options. www.thecenterlistens.org.
WEEKENDER MOVIES. July 10-August 7, 9:00 pm
(approximately). July 10-“Goonies”; July 17-“Pitch Per-
fect”; July 24-“The Blind Side”; July 31-“The Amazing
Spider-Man”; August 7-“Frozen” (Sing-A-Long). Crown
Center, 2450 Grand Blvd., Kansas City, MO 64108. Cap
off your work week with top local bands and favorite
food trucks. Shop the wares of KC artisans and finish
the evening with a movie under the stars. (Please note
pets are not permitted at the event.)
KANSAS CITY’S ROSIE THE RIVETER. July 11, 11:00
am-12:00 pm. Harry S. Truman Library and Museum,
500 W. US Hwy. 24, Independence, MO 64050. The
event will include the premiere of the new documen-
tary “We Can Do It: Stories of Rosie the Riveter.” There
will be a panel of Rosies to meet and ask questions.
The courage, patriotism, and “We Can Do It” attitude
of these women opened a world of possibilities for fu-
ture generations. 816-268-8200.
19th ANNUAL AMELIA EARHART FESTIVAL. July
17 & 18. Atchison, KS. Music, food, crafts, and children
craft.
SUMMER DUSK CONCERT SERIES. July 18 & August
15, 7:00 pm. July 18-Beau Bledsoe’s Ensemble Iberica
& August 15-Sol De Chiapas Mirimba. The Collonade at
Concourse Park, St. John Ave. & Benton Blvd., Kansas
City, MO. Bring a blanket or a folding chair, and if you’d
like, a picnic basket or cooler with your favorite snacks
and beverages. Sponsored by Northeast Arts KC.
KANSAS CITY’S BIG PICNIC THE ANNUAL DONALD

J. HALL SCULPTURE PARK CELEBRATION. July 19,
4:00-7:00 pm. 4525 Oak St., Kansas City, MO. Free giant
picnic space bring KC together for a fun-filled evening
of outdoor activities for all ages—including four-legged
friends. Pack your own picnic or grab your dinner from
an on-site food truck. 816-751-1278.
THE FESTIVAL OF BUTTERFLIES. July 31-August 2,
7-9; 9:00 am to 6:00 pm each day. Powell Gardens,
1609 NW US Hwy. 50, Kingsville, MO 64061.Festival
admission $12/adult, $10/seniors 60+. $5/children ages
5 through 12. Free/children 4 and under. Powell Gar-
den’s signature festival returns for its 19th year! See
hundreds of colorful, free-flying butterflies in the in-
door conservatory. Learn more about monarchs and
what you can do to protect them and other native
species in our two outdoor butterfly breezeways. 816-
697-2600.
HEART OF AMERICA HOT DOG FESTIVAL. August
1, 12:00 pm. Negro Leagues Baseball Museum, 1616 E.
18th St., Kansas City, MO 64108. Hosted by the Negro
Leagues Baseball Museum. 816-221-1920.
28th ANNUAL BINGHAM-WAGGONER ANTIQUE &
CRAFT FAIR. August 29, 9:00 am to 4:00 pm. Bing-
ham-Waggoner House, 313, W. Pacific, Independence,
MO 64051. Free admission. Blues, BBQ & Bucks at the
Bingham, live music, dancing, lots of great food, fun
and antique appraisals. 816-461-3491.

REGULAR MEETINGS
BUILDING BETTER MOMS. The United Methodist
Church of the Resurrection, 13720 Roe Ave., Leawood,
KS.  For local mothers of children in early childhood,
elementary school, middle school, high school, and for
single moms, with both day and evening meeting times
available at the Leawood campus.  www.cor.org  913-
897-0120.
WEEKLY - CHRISTIAN BUSINESS MEN’S COMMIT-
TEE meets weekly in various parts of the city. Call Jim
Mathis, 913-269-6709, for time and location. 
WEEKLY – FAITH BASED 12-STEP PROGRAM OF
RECOVERY FROM COMPULSIVE OVEREATNG. Call
Overeater’s Anonymous 913-383-5933 or visit
www.kansascityoa.org for more information and to
access the schedule of various meetings in the metro
area.  
MONTHLY - MISSOURI RIGHT TO LIFE CHAPTERS
816-353-4113; KANSANS FOR LIFE CHAPTERS 913-
268-8486.

2ND  & 4TH SUN. –METRO CITIZEN’S COALITION.
2:30 pm. Trails West Library, 11401 E. 23rd, Independ-
ence, MO. Free. Open to public. Rear parking & en-
trance. 816-781-6394.
3RD SUNDAY.  CANCER SUPPORT GROUP. 6:30-
8:00 pm.  Beacon Free Baptist Church, 10825 E. 79th
Street, Raytown, MO  64138.  Connect with others who
share your journey, you are not alone.  816-353-7447. 
MONDAY-HEALING ROOMS MINISTRIES. 4:00-
6:00 pm. Hope City, 5101E. 24th St., Kansas City, MO.
MONDAY - JOB TERMINATION SUPPORT GROUP.
7PM.  Christ’s Church, 5500 W, 91st St., (91st & Nall),
OPKS.  If you’ve been laid off or terminated and are
looking for peer support please join us.  We pray for
each other and are doing readings from “Battlefield
of the Mind”.  913-648-2271.
2ND & 4TH MONDAY - MOPS.9:30 a.m. MOPS. First
Baptist Raytown, 10500 E 350 Highway, Raytown, MO
Support groups for mothers of preschool-aged chil-
dren.  Offers creative activities, social events & learning
opportunities.  816-353-1994.  
2ND & 4TH MONDAY - JOB LOSS SUPPORT. 9-
10am.  Holy Cross Lutheran Church, 7851 W. 119th St.,
OPKS.  913-381-1285.
TUESDAY, IF NOT FOR GRACE PRAYER. 9:30 am.
Crown Pointe Church, 5950 NE Lakewood Way, Lee’s
Summit, MO 64086. kmiller@infg.org  
TUESDAY – FEAR NOT SUPPORT GROUP. 7pm.
New Summit Presbyterian Church, 1800 NE Independ-
ence Ave., Lee’s Summit, MO.  Christ-Centered support
group for anxiety and depression. Material based on

the Christian 12 Steps; Serenity Prayer also Anxiety
Centre “The Anxiety/Phobia Workbook” by Edmund
Bourne.  
TUESDAY – CELEBRATE RECOVERY. 7pm.  Holy
Cross Lutheran Church, 7851 W. 119th St., OPKS.  Christ
centered 12-step program for anyone with a hurt,
hang-up, or addiction.  Contact Craig Hauser, 913-449-
7265.
TUESDAY - HURT, HABIT OR HANG-UP. 7pm.  Holy
Cross Lutheran Church, 7851 W. 119th St., OPKS.  913-
449-7265.
TUESDAY - CHRISTIAN MUSIC NIGHT. 7 - 9 pm.
Skate World, I-35 & Shawnee Mission Parkway, Mission,
KS.  913-262-0711.  
TUESDAY – HEARTLAND HEALING ROOMS. 7:00-
8:30 pm. Christ Triumphant Church, 401 NE Chipman
Rd., Lee’s Summit, MO. For more information, visit
www.heartlandhealingrooms.org. 
1ST TUESDAY - CREATION SCIENCE ASSN. FOR
MID-AMERICA.7 p.m., Westbrooke Church, 9777 An-
tioch, OPKS.  Nursery available for fee.  “Creation Sa-
fari’s.” www.csama.org for more info. Res. req.
816-618-3610. 
1ST TUESDAY-FIBROMYALGIA SUPPORT GROUP
MEETINGS.7:00 pm., Life Springs Church, Neos Youth
Center, 206 N. Webster St., Suite 112, Spring Hill, KS.
Contact Kim: fibrohopeandhealing@yahoo.com or 337-
852-5052.
1ST & 3RD TUESDAY. - GRIEFSHARE. 7-8:30pm.
Timothy Lutheran Ministries, 425 NW RD Mize Rd., Blue
Springs, MO.  816-228-5300.
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THE FESTIVAL OF BUTTERFLIES. 9:00 A.M. TO 6:00 P.M. EACH DAY. POWELL
GARDENS, 1609 NW US HWY. 50, KINGSVILLE, MO 64061
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A Unique Shopping
Destination

Home of Missouri’s “Sweetest” Bakery
• 6 Stores: Primitive, General, Bakery, 

Garden, Boutique, Christmas 
• Playground for the Kids!

Just 7 1/2 miles east of
Cameron on 36 Hwy.

Hours: M to F, 7-5
Sat. 9-4

881166--228844--33555566

CCaammeerroonn
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Love Your Liver
July is hepatitis awareness month, and

in honor of this we say please, "love your
liver!"  Hepatitis simply means inflamma-
tion or enlargement of the liver.  Although
not really a helpful diagnosis in itself, hep-
atitis is an indicator of a problem with this
essential organ.

  The liver is the workhorse of the
human body.  It is the filter.  Chronic ill-

nesses often are linked to a sick, congested
liver.  When working properly, it can pro-
tect you from the dangers of this world.
However, if compromised, it can seem the
whole body is failing.  The liver is that im-
portant.  

  In today's modern world we have an
epidemic of liver problems, most of them
going undiagnosed.  The number one sur-
gery in America is gallbladder removal–a
clear sign of liver problems.  Liver symp-
toms can include but are not limited to an
intolerance to fatty foods, food sensitivi-
ties, yellowish eyes and skin; headaches be-
hind the eyes; pain under  the right rib
cage; chronic stiffness in the upper neck
and back (often with a sharp pain between
the shoulder blades); chronic fatigue; and
skin conditions including eczema; psori-
asis and chronic itching all over the body.
When your body's main filter gets
blocked, the entire system gets backed up.

  How does a liver get sick and con-
gested?  Like most heath problems in
America it comes from poor diet and
lifestyle choices.  We eat too much of the

wrong foods, more than the liver can
process, and eventually things get blocked
up.  Gallstones and liver stones develop,
bile backs up and toxins and infections
begin to build in the body.   

  If you are in generally good health,
love your liver by eating foods designed by
God (not man-made processed foods or
fried, fatty fast foods).  Eat lots of vegeta-
bles and green foods, and avoid over-eat-

ing.  Get plenty of exercise and healthy
sunshine.  Infants born with jaundice of
the liver historically were wheeled outside
into the sunshine to heal their livers!  We
need the sun for good liver heath (see
April article at metrovoicenews.com). You
also want to reconsider getting that tattoo.
People with tattoos are four times as likely
to have Hep C.

  For those who are battling chronic ill-
ness and searching for answers with issues
such as diabetes, cancer, auto-immune
diseases, chronic fatigue and fibromyalgia,
please consider getting serious about your
liver.  It could be the key to you getting
better.  Managing illness or pain with
pharmaceutical drugs doesn't solve any-
thing and makes matters worse, because
all drugs are toxic to the liver.  Why?  Phar-
maceutical drugs must be strong enough
to get past the liver's natural protective de-
fenses to get into the bloodstream, making
them all dangerous and toxic to the liver.
God's creations heal the body and have no
side effects.  

  For those wanting to be serious about
healing their livers and chronic disease,
first get serious about diet.  Avoid all fats
that are hard on your liver, including ani-
mals fats, dairy, butter and even the
healthy fats (sorry) like nuts, nut butters
and coconut oil.  Avoid all processed sug-
ars and starches.  The diet should be
mainly fruits, vegetables (lots of greens),
whole complex carbs (oatmeal, rice,
quinoa, etc.), beans and legumes; herbs;
and small portions (palm size) of quality
meats.  This will help you avoid gallblad-
der pain and take some stress off the liver.
The liver can never heal if it is stressed out!

  Beyond diet, consider coffee enemas
(yes, that's not a typo).  For those willing
to try it, they are life changing for chronic
health issues.  God wants us to have clean
temples, but most of us have all kinds of
toxins trapped in our body, especially the
liver.  There are additional tools to heal the
liver such as Chinese bitters, liver-friendly
herbs, juice cleansing and liver/gallbladder
flushes. 

  Remember that God is a healer, and
He loves your liver!  It sounds simple, but
with appropriate diet changes and a good
cleanse, you can begin the healing process
and unlock the power God has placed
within your body to heal itself.  He is ready
and waiting for you to partner with Him
on this healing journey.

–Vaughn Lawrence is a natural health
care practitioner, herbalist and owner of
Spirit of Health who lives by their motto:
“We Love God.  We Love People.  We Love
Health.  www.spiritofhealthkc.com
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BEACON BIBLE 
& BOOK STORE

517 Main Street • Belton, MO  •  816-331-8974
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9 to 6 • Sat. 9-5 • See our Facebook Page!

2016 CALENDARS 
ARE HERE!

Bible Covers and more
20% off any item with ad.

one item with coupon

A NEW KIND OF
HEALTH STORE

816-492-5648
5901 Main St., Grandview, Mo.

www.spiritofhealthkc.com

10:00am – 7:00pm Monday – Friday
10:00am – 4:00pm Saturday

Our store offers you a family friendly experience
where you can find the lowest prices on your health
supplements in Kansas City, even
comparable to the internet.  

We believe God created
all things perfectly and we
want to honor His creation,
all our products are as 
natural and close to the way
He created them.

Please join us for a cup of complimentary
tea and browse through our selection of bulk herbs,
teas, superfoods, healty snacks and whole food 
supplements.

Located one block east of Interstate 49 on Main
Street in Grandview, MO. We can’t wait to meet you!

10% Off 
ENTIRE

purchase! 
Mention this

ad.

designed for health

VAUGHN
LAWRENCE
Owner, Spiritual
Health

...know ye not that your body is the
temple of the Holy Ghost which is in

you, which ye have of God...



Family Christian Accepts Bid For Buy-Out From Existing Investors
(WNS)--The bankrupt Family Christian Stores (FCS) has auctioned its assets to the highest bidder,

which is owned by the same company that owns FCS and promises to keep its stores open. In court
documents filed in late May, the company disclosed that FC Acquisitions agreed to pay about $42 mil-
lion for the failing bookstore chain.  FCS came into Chapter 11 bankruptcy with more than $100 million
in debt. If approved by a bankruptcy judge, the auction bid would allow the country’s largest Christian
bookseller to stay open rather than liquidate its inventory.  FCS filed for bankruptcy in February, just
two years after a group of private investors bought the company and converted it to a non-profit.

What was/is the Vietnam War for you?
For many, it's a history book chapter.  For
me it was a controversial conflict that di-
vided our nation and set university cam-
puses aflame.  For my classmates, it was
variously cause for debate, protest, a call
to serve, or motivation to relocate to
Canada.
To my current barber – a former mayor

in South Vietnam – it meant fleeing home
and establishing a new life.
For many, it meant tragic injury, death,

bereavement, perhaps decades of stress,
broken relationships, shattered dreams.
Over 58,000 Americans died there.
As this nation commemorates the war's

50th anniversary, a touching new film
traces its impact on two families.  Faith of
our Fathers tells a moving (fictional) story
of two men who, in 1997, embark on a
journey to the Vietnam Veterans Memo-
rial in Washington, DC, to discover the fa-
thers they never knew.  Guided by
wartime letters from their dads – combat
companions who died in Vietnam – John
Paul George and Wayne Adams meet their
fathers and themselves.

ODD-COUPLE ODYSSEY
The film weaves 1969 combat drama

into this odd-couple odyssey from the
California burbs to rural Mississippi and
beyond.  John Paul (Downes) is a subur-

ban Christian; Wayne (White) a reclusive
country boy soured on religion.  John Paul
wonders how his father died.  Wayne's let-
ters shed clues, but he'd prefer parts of his
past remain buried.
We see humor and angst as the men

squabble, adjust, and learn of their fathers'
love for them.  Like the sons, the fathers
began divided on faith – John Paul's dad
devout, Wayne's cynical.  Friendship and
combat's grim realities focused both on
things eternal.
Baldwin plays their army sergeant.

Bure plays John Paul's fiancée.  Singer Re-
becca St. James plays a sweet, "innocent"
hitchhiker.  Si Robertson – Duck Dy-
nasty's "Uncle Si" – plays, well, himself.  

DUCK DYNASTY WISDOM
Please forgive me, but I'm one of the

few in the civilized world who just don't
get Duck Dynasty.  
I will concede this: in this movie, the

man can push beef jerky.  And as both a
person of faith and a Vietnam vet, Robert-
son contributes a personal touch to the
film's cause:  "So many young men…left

families behind who never got to know
those great guys.  This story is about…
Vietnam, but it happens in all wars, and
I'm proud to be part of a film that helps
bring peace to people." 

BRINGING PEACE
Bringing peace to troubled hearts is a

film objective.  Producers dedicated the
film "to military service men and women
and their families who have made the ul-
timate sacrifice."  They cite Jesus: "Greater
love has no one than this, that he lay down
his life for his friends."
As illustrative examples, Downes tells

of a veteran and a surviving family mem-
ber whom the film helped to process war-
related memories.  

50TH ANNIVERSARY?
A history refresher for folks like me

who might be puzzled that the war's 50th
anniversary would be happening in 2015,
since US participation preceded 1965:  A
2012 presidential proclamation declared a
13-year commemoration of the 50th an-
niversary.  
US Vietnam military involvement

evolved in the 1950s and 1960s from ad-
vice and support to direct combat.  A 2012
US Department of Defense Information

Paper argues it's impossible to fix a precise
US start date, but that a July 28, 1965, LBJ
press conference ("We will not surrender
and we will not retreat") "is probably the
strongest contender…" if one had to
choose.

  The war ended in April 1975 when
America pulled out, Saigon fell, and South
Vietnam surrendered to the North.  Alas,

it still hasn't ended for many survivors and
families.  Maybe Faith of our Fathers can
help more move toward closure.

–Rusty Wright is an author and lecturer
who has spoken on six continents.  He holds
Bachelor of Science (psychology) and Master
of Theology degrees from Duke and Oxford
universities, respectively. www.Rusty-
Wright.com 
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entertainment
by Rusty Wright RATED PG-13 (USA)  

FAITHOFOURFATHERSMOVIE.COM   
OPENS JULY 1
STARS: Stephen Baldwin, Kevin Downes,
David A.R. White, Candace Cameron 
Bure, Rebecca St. James

film411

MOVIES, BOOKS, MUSIC & MORE!

FAITH OF OUR FATHERS MOVIE FOCUSES ON VIETNAM WAR HEALING

entertainmentbriefs



What if the
worldview of two
teens, one Israeli
and one Palestin-
ian, collided after
a horrific suicide
bomb blast in
Jerusalem.  “Two
Keys” is a short
film project with
local roots that
sets to explore
that possibility
and how both
lives are changed.
Written by Kansas City screenwriter
Laura Woodworth, the film will shoot
late this summer in Kansas City and Is-
rael if it meets an Indiegogo campaign of
$75,000.
The award winning screenplay pro-

motes the concept of “one new man.”
Adi, the Israeli teen, is a Messianic Jew
growing up in Jerusalem. When her life
becomes intertwined with a young Pales-
tinian Muslim, she is challenged to see if
her faith can bring peace. Can Jew and

Gentile really be-
come one?
“Two Keys

brings a different
message than the
popular Hunger
Games and Diver-
gent films which
encourage young
people to look in-
side themselves for
strength,” says
Wo o d w o r t h .
“Faith in God can
make you strong.

Your faith can help you overcome im-
possible situations.”
Once the film’s budget is met, a na-

tionwide casting call will be posted for
talent and crew opportunities. The proj-
ect has already attracted Hollywood at-
tention.
Woodworth will direct and produce

the film with her husband and co-pro-
ducer, S. Alan Woodworth. Katina Zin-
ner, daughter of Academy
Award-winning editor Peter Zinner of

“The Godfather” will edit the film. 
Brad Wilson, manager of Academy

Award-winner Robert Duvall’s produc-
tion company for 11 years, is the execu-
tive producer, along with Casey Bond,
known for his acting in “Moneyball”
with Brad Pitt. Additionally, actor Stelio
Savante, Screen Actors Guild Award
nominee for his role in “Ugly Betty” and
winner of the American Movie Award,
will portray a Palestinian separatist. 
David Woodworth, known for his

work on the Kansas City-produced “3
Blind Saints” and award winning televi-
sion show, “The Steve and Kathy Show”
is cinematographer. Most recently an-
nounced is Integrity Music artist, musi-
cian and worship leader Dustin Smith
who is composer for the film.
“Two Keys” offers a message of hope

to young people living in Israel as well as
in Ferguson or in Baltimore. Your life
matters, no matter how impossible the
situation.
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“Two Keys” film speaks peace 

i moreinformation
For more information or to 
donate, visit Indiegogo at

http://igg.me/at/twokeysmovie. 
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It’s BACK!
Brownie Batter Blizzard
Support Children’s Miracle Network July 30: DQ Bakes - 

artisan-style sandwiches, hot desserts a la mode & Snack Melts
1900 SW 7 Hwy in Blue Springs
(1/2 miles south of 40 Hwy)  228-1711

14420 E. 40 Hwy
(Noland Rd. in Independence) 478-8060

Dairy Queen

Family
Owned &
Operated!

11904 Shawnee Mission Parkway, Shawnee, KS  
Ph. 913-962-5151.  Come see us! 

'Amazing Grace' faith-based original musical to make Broadway debut summer 2015

See AMAZING GRACE page 21

Following an acclaimed, sold-out world premiere
in Chicago, the faith-based musical Amazing Grace
with a full 31-member company has made it to
Broadway. Based on the awe-inspiring true story be-
hind the world's most beloved song, Amazing Grace
opens July 16 in Broadway's Nederlander Theatre.
The new musical features music and lyrics by

Christopher Smith and a book by Christopher
Smith and Arthur Giron, directed by Gabriel Barre
(Andrew Lippa's The Wild Party) and choreo-
graphed by Tony Award winner Christopher Gattelli
(Newsies). 

  "I knew that whatever else I had to do in my life,
I had to tell this story to the most people I possibly
could," said Smith. "What a blessing to see many
years of passion, hard-work and faith play out
through the talents of these remarkable performers,
on a renowned stage."

  A captivating tale of romance, rebellion and re-
demption, Amazing Grace follows one man whose

Answers to 
Baseball Trivia

d) Hal McRae
a) Tampa Bay
c) Johnny Damon
d) Billy Butler
a) Jeremy Guthrie
a) 1976
b) Milwaukee Brewers 
a) Dominican Republic
c) Steve Balboni
c) 102



Dre Tee has been performing and writ-
ing music since his early teens. Originally
focused on breaking into the bigtime, the
Lord had different plans for him. Metro
Voice recently got a chance to visit with this
up-and-coming rap artist. Catching up at
the great Lufti’s Fish and Soul Food, Dre
Tee filled us in on his goals and some his-
tory.
“Grandpa [was] a preacher,” Dre Tee

says, “[I] grew up in that type of environ-
ment.” 
However, even with a strong Christian

background, he says starting out as a
young artist he was attracted to the indus-
try staples of the time. 
“[I] sang about girls, sex and money,” he

continues, noting there wasn’t a whole lot
of music he knew, at the time, speaking to
his generation. His attitude, and life,

changed, however. Running into a number
of various life altering issues, Dre Tee real-
ized there was more to his life and career
than simply following a musical trend. 
“Recently, I was car-jacked at gunpoint,”

he says, recalling offering a ride to a few
people he thought were friends, “I realized
I need to live by His Word; be what He
wants me to be.”

  “I love music, but I love God more and
wanted to share that with the people. I
want them to see Christ in a different way,”
he says. He sees what’s going on in St.
Louis, Baltimore, and other places around
the country and laments the racial tension.
“I want people to live their life the right
way.” 

  “Dre Tee could be the Gospel rapper
in Kansas City,” says  Rio Bravo, Dre Tee’s
manager, “he’s that committed to what he’s
doing. Dre did a few secular songs then de-
cided to go gospel.”
Along with producer Neostar, as well as

producer and engineer Nave, Dre Tee has
continued putting out quality music for
free download. He is currently working on
his mixtape series titled "One Way 2 God".
His first release, "Dre Tee one way 2 God"
as well as "Volume 2" are available now for
free download on datpiff.com. Currently,
he is also working on a debut EP "Use Me
or Destroy Me." “I’ve been getting a lot of good re-

sponse,” Tee says, “some constructive crit-
icism.” Even some material he initially
thought wasn’t up to his standards have
become popular among listeners. “Some
songs I’ve recorded I didn’t like, but friends
would be responding real positively.”
While his music is important, he is

committed to “totally shar[ing] my testi-
mony.” And his story is gaining momen-
tum. Coast2Coat Mix Tapes, one of the
most downloaded releases online has re-
cently picked up Dre Tee’s “Understand It”
(produced by Neostar) to be released on

an upcoming volume.
Just a note: Coast2Coast Mix Tapes is

not a Christian organization, so be cau-
tious checking out what else is being of-
fered if sensitive to non-Christian (even
potentially offensive) material. Also, we’ve
had a chance to share Dre Tee’s music with
friends who are not Believers, but enjoy R
& B and rap music. They have given him
very good reviews! 
For info follow manager Rio Bravo on

Twitter, @therealriobravo, and check out
his tracks at Reverbnation.com/dretee.
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Local rapper making waves for Jesus in music industry

Every year, I usually give ten titles as
a suggested summer reading list. These
are books that either I have read, or
plan to. Most are brand new. A few,
here and there, may be a year or two
older. Either way, they are on the top
of my recommended summer reading
list. 

  So in no particular order …
n David McCullough,

The Wright Brothers.
McCullough should
probably be called Amer-
ica’s favorite historian.
Before him, for me, it was
Daniel Boorstin. I read
everything McCullough writes. In my
humble opinion, so should you.

n C.J. Sansom, Lamentation. If you
haven’t become a fan of Sansom’s
“Matthew Shardlake”
novels, then you are in for
a treat as you feast on
each and every one. For
those already on board,
you won’t want to miss
this, his latest. I know – I’ve already de-
voured it. But don’t start with this one
if you’re new to the series – go back to
the very start and begin with Dissolu-
tion.

n Conn Iggulden, War
of the Roses: Stormbird.
Historical fiction is a
weakness of mine –
meaning, I love it in al-
most every form. And Ig-
gulden is a master. I tore through his
series on Genghis Khan, then ripped
through his series on Caesar. Now he
takes on the War of the Roses. I’m so
there. Actually, was there. Already read
the first installment like devouring
dessert.

n Brennan Manning,
All Is Grace: A Ragamuf-
fin Memoir. Every now
and then I tell my soul
that I need a good stiff
dose of Manning to coun-
teract the toxic elements of my (often)
graceless thinking. Though it came out
as his last book (in 2011) before his
death in 2013, I just read this autobi-
ography, and it was another helpful
journey. But if you haven’t read any of
Manning’s books, don’t start here.
Read (at least) The Ragamuffin Gospel
first, then delve in.

n Boris Johnson, The
Churchill Factor: How
One Man Made History.
Okay, I have more biogra-
phies on Churchill in my
library than almost any-
one else. I’m not only a closet an-
glophile, but a Churchillian. So why

Not too late
to find a good
read for the
summer

by Dr. James Emery White�

See BOOKS page 21

KC-based Gospel rapper
Dre Tee



more restrictive placements. The kids even express that they are
happy with the program because it makes them feel like they are
part of a family.”

“My husband and I have been Treatment Foster Care parents
with MBCH Children and Family Ministries for the past several
years,” TFC mom, Dana Lopez says.  “We have absolutely loved
the experience of working with TFC kids and have felt tremen-
dously supported by our TFC workers and MBCH staff.”

  Lopez says she believes the program is so successful because
it puts additional supports in place to assist families as they parent
kids who struggle with difficult behaviors.   

  “Parenting older youth who are transitioning out of residen-
tial care comes with it challenges, but it is also comes with im-
mense blessings,” she stated.  “Watching our kids transform into
independent, successful, functioning young adults is extremely
rewarding and motivates us to continue on in this very important
work.”
Pam and Mike Foster agree.
“It has taught us how to truly demonstrate the character of

Christ in fostering,” stated the couple in a letter to the organiza-

tion. “Many of the TFC kids have lots of baggage and trauma and
God has entrusted us with the opportunity to demonstrate the
unconditional love, empathy, support, boundaries, and routine
they need to begin to heal.   Then they are able to make progress
towards sustaining the skills needed to mature and grow to re-
sponsible citizen.”

  The couple says the impact families make on TFC kids often
is not seen immediately, but rather as consistency is demonstrated
and trust is built, these kids begin to open up and allow for love
and acceptance. That is the truly rewarding part of TFC.

  “We have chosen to foster TFC teens.  Watching them grow,
mature, many accept Christ as their Savior, develop positive re-
lationships, become independent, make good choices after deal-
ing with the hardness, hurt, pain, neglect, trauma, that they come
from gives you the motivation to continue to serve and minister
through foster care.”

Celebrate heritage at 
Midwest Hebrew Fest
Save the dates July 17-19 on your calendar

for the Midwest Hebrew Fest at Lake Paradise
Resort in Lone Jack, Mo. 
The celebration will kick off with a Friday

evening gathering, followed by campfire fellow-
ship.  Saturday’s activities will include Sabbath
worship, Scripture reading and teaching.  The
evening’s music fest will feature area musicians
as well as Hebraic recording artist Aleeza Evans
from Joplin.  Her most recent album, Feed My
Soul, has received national attention.
The cost of the event is free, with expenses

being covered through free-will offerings.  There
are hundreds of campsites with water, power
and sewer hookups.  The charge is only $10 for
tents and $20 for RVs.
Lake Paradise Resort features plenty of bath

houses, five lakes, fishing, a swimming pool,
archery range, hiking, horseshoes, miniature
golf, volleyball and a playground. 
Go to LakeParadiseResort.com for info or for

the event go to HebrewFest.com.

Peacekeepers abusing
women/children
(WNS)--Sexual exploitation of local popula-

tions by members of United Nations peacekeep-

ing forces is “quite common but underre-
ported,” according to a draft report by a UN in-
ternal oversight office.  The report, to be
released later this month by the UN’s Office of
Internal Oversight Services (OIOS), claims that
peacekeepers routinely pay for sex with cash,
cell phones, perfume, and other items, taking
advantage of women who are struggling with
hunger and poverty or who are seeking to im-
prove their lifestyle. The OIOS draft reported
480 allegations of sexual exploitation between
2008 and 2013, one third of which involved chil-
dren under the age of 18. Liberia, Congo, South
Sudan, and Haiti accounted for the greatest
number of allegations.

Flood Victim Known for Faith
(WNS)--Alyssa Ramirez, 18, was driving

home from her
high school prom
when her vehicle
was caught in
overwhelming
and unprece-
dented flood in
Devine, Texas.
She called 911
and then called
her father, according to CNN, who told her to
stay put and that he was coming to get her.  But
in a parent’s worst nightmare, he could not save
his girl in trouble. He could not find her despite
looking with her mother until morning, accord-

ing to Fox News. She was only a couple of miles
from home. The Washington Post interviewed
Ramirez’s school district superintendent Linda
McAnelly, who said Ramirez was “always smil-
ing” and also described Ramirez as “Vivacious.
Happy. Beautiful, in and out. She had a strong
faith in God, just great ethics. A great young per-
son.”   In one of Ramirez’s last Facebook posts,
she wrote, “Faith grows through hardship. …
Even though it is never pleasant to experience
hardship, it teaches us to persevere and to cling
to God. He will never desert us.”   

Save The Children Expelled
From Pakistan
(WNS)--The Pakistani government has closed

the offices of international charity Save the Chil-
dren in its capital, Islamabad, locking the build-
ing’s gate and telling all foreign nationals to
leave the country within 15 days. Officials with
the charity say they have no idea why the gov-
ernment has taken action against them. “Save
the Children was not served any notice to this
effect. We strongly object to this action and are
raising our serious concerns at the highest lev-
els,” the organization said. “All our work is de-
signed and delivered in close collaboration with
the government ministries across the country,
and aims to strengthen public service delivery
systems in health, nutrition, education and child
welfare.” None of the charity’s 1,200 employees
in Pakistan are foreign nationals, officials said.

in my life, I had to tell this story to the
most people I possibly could," said Smith.
"What a blessing to see many years of pas-
sion, hard-work and faith play out
through the talents of these remarkable
performers, on a renowned stage."

  A captivating tale of romance, rebel-
lion and redemption, Amazing Grace fol-
lows one man whose incredible journey
ignited a historic wave of change. John
Newton (Tony Award nominee Josh
Young), a willful and musically talented
young Englishman, faces a future as un-
certain as the turning tide. Coming of age
as Britain sits atop an international empire
of slavery, he finds himself torn between
following in the footsteps of his father – a
slave trader – or embracing the more com-
passionate views of his childhood sweet-
heart (Erin Mackey). Accompanied by his
slave, Thomas (Tony Award winner Chuck
Cooper), John embarks on a perilous voy-
age on the high seas. When that journey
finds John in his darkest hour, a transfor-
mative moment of redemption inspires a
blazing anthem of hope that will finally
guide him home.
Brimming with emotion and adven-

ture, Amazing Grace is an unforgettable

musical saga that captures the spirit of his-
tory's sweetest and most powerful sound:
freedom. The film adaptation of the story
has received accolades for its emotion and
quality and starred a relatively new actor
to film–Benedict Cumberbatch.
The production premiered last October

in Chicago and was embraced by theatre
critics and played to sold-out houses. 
"A stirring musical. An epic romance.

Artfully produced on the lavish scale of Les
Mis. Amazing Grace is a soaring piece of
work full of well-crafted lyrics and char-
acter-driven melodies," says Hedy Weiss,
Chicago Sun-Times

AMAZING GRACE
continued from page 19
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read yet another? Johnson himself is an
intriguing figure, but more than any-
thing, I like the “Great Man” approach
to history. And since Churchill is, in my
estimation, the great man of the 20th
century, I’m all in for this one.

n Joseph J. Ellis, The
Quartet: Orchestrating the
American Revolution,
1783-1789. Ellis has pro-
duced some of the best
work on early American
history to date. Period. This should
prove to be a worthy addition.

n Steven Johnson, How
We Got To Now: Six Inno-
vations that Made the
Modern World. Just read
the title – how could you
resist? He was also the au-
thor of The Invention of Air (another
worthy read). I can even give you the six
innovations, as it won’t do anything but
whet your appetite: glass, cold, sound,
clean, time and light. Now how can you
not read it?

n Walter Isaacson, The Innovators:
How a Group of Hackers, Geniuses, and
Geeks Created the Digital Revolution. If
you don’t understand this aspect of re-

cent history, you won’t un-
derstand the world in
which you live. And in case
you didn’t recognize the
author, he’s the one who
wrote the bestselling biog-
raphy of Steve Jobs. In other words,
you’ll be in good hands.

n Kevin M. Kruse, One
Nation Under God: How
Corporate America In-
vented Christian America.
Hmmm…worth a read to
see what he says. And if it’s
informed. I think it will be an angle
worth noting, but not an angle worth
enshrining. But there’s no doubt his
premise has some merit, and worth
reading, if for no other reason than to
learn to pick our way carefully through
the cultural minefields.

n Grant Wacker, Amer-
ica’s Pastor: Billy Graham
and the Shaping of a Na-
tion. I respect Wacker’s
work, and the cultural tie-in
makes it even more intrigu-
ing. It may not be the definitive biogra-
phy of Billy (so far, to my thinking, that
goes to William C. Martin’s A Prophet
with Honor), but I’ll see after I read it. I
suspect I’ll really, really like it.
Ten books. An entire summer. Enjoy.

BOOKS
continued from page 20

CENTER
continued from page 2

n sidenote
"Amazing Grace the musical is the

sort of cultural triumph people have
hoped for and prayed for for years--a
sumptuous top-flight Broadway en-
tertainment with a gloriously re-
demptive storyline that will inspire
anyone and everyone. When it's over,
you'll want to shout both Bravo! and
Hallelujah!" -- Eric Metaxas, New
York Times bestselling author of
"Bonhoeffer" and "Miracles"

newsbriefs

i upcomingmeetings
Tuesday, August 11 at 6:30
Wornall Road Baptist Church, 
400 W. Meyer Blvd, Kansas City
Thursday, August 13 at 6:30
First Baptist Church, 116 S. Washington,

Raymore
Tuesday, August 18 at 6:30
Noland Road Baptist Church, 
4504 S. Noland Road, Kansas City
(816) 795-8878 or www.mbch.org 

RAMIREZ
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MUSIC WORSHIP LEADER. 5 hours
($70) week. Wyandotte County Church.
More information:
larry.s.keller@gmail.com

PRIVATE VIOLIN LESSONS. Beginner
and intermediate private violin lessons
available through seasoned symphonic
youth/ teen who’s been playing since she
was a toddler. $10 per lesson. 30 minute
lessons on Tuesday afternoons between
3 and 5 p.m. during the month of June.
Must have your own violin. Contact
Meyana  at 816.550.1005 to sign up or for
more information.

PIANO LESSONS.  Give your child a gift

of love:  piano lessons.  Experienced
teacher 30 years.  Studio in Raytown.
Call for Valentine special!  816-356-8604

DAYCARE. The Sheepfold Daycare pro-
vides summer childcare Monday – Friday
7am-7pm. Limited evening and weekend
slots. Call Dorie at 913-660-3191.
http://thesheepfolddaycare.weebly.com/

FOR SALE Beautiful 4-Bedroom Home
FSBO - $224,900 / 816-830-3782. 509
Fairway Road, Belton, MO, 4 br, 3.5
baths, Family Room with custom enter-
tainment center, kitchenette. www.for-
salebyowner.com

CHRISTIAN COUNSELING SERVICES.
7029 W. 74th St., O.P., KS. For families,
couples and individuals. For appoint-
ment call Dorie 913-660-3191.
http://scofielddorie.wix.com/counseling.

AVAILABLE FOR CHURCH CHILDCARE
References available. Stay at home Mom.
816-322-3345 or 816-769-8593. 

To place a classified in the paper, call
816-524-4522.

Place your classifed ad with the Metro Voice! Call today: 816.524.4522

their image on public consciousness into the foreseeable future.
Recognize that deviant killers feed off public spectacles of

bloodshed. They seek to engage in acts that simultaneously trau-
matize and mesmerize viewers—us, while seeking to inspire or re-
cruit those of a similar bent mind. 
As it is with all scientific inquiry, we now look for repeatable

observable phenomena that will yield answers to the spike in mass
murderers. We should use these crises as opportunities to channel
public outrage toward real solutions. The political, racial, and
emotional dialogue that leads to finger pointing about the root
causes of violence must be replaced with research driven ap-
proaches.
Social science already reveals some answers and we need to heed

the data. There are lethal minds among us that commit these types
of crimes and the majority of the participants are young, alienated,
troubled males. They are “wounded and weak” on many levels.
We should start there. We need honest analysis.
Often in crises it brings out our best and brightest, but it also

brings out all types sycophants and their hidden agendas. We have
to guard against this, or every crisis that befalls us will be hijacked
by irrational solutions. My hope is common sense and research
will prevail.

––Metro Voice Contributor Hakim Hazim is the founder of Rel-
evant Now and Cofounder of Freedom Squared. He is a nationally
recognized expert in decision analysis, criminality and security.

CHARLESTON KILLER
continued from page 11

know about, as well as the attractions and destinations within
about 100 to 150 miles. (Yes, you can travel some with a stayca-
tion.)
Wison believes the idea will fade some when the economy re-

bounds and people begin taking more traditional vacations. After
all, nothing will ever replace the traditional vacation. But he thinks
people who are afraid to try a staycation, maybe because they think
they’ll be bored or unhappy, will try it out of necessity and have a
great time. Then it will become a viable option in the future to
save.

What’s the upside to staycations? 
A staycation allows a family to save money while spending more

quality time together and helping a local economy. Avoiding the
hassle of travel is another big benefit. You’ll be in control of the
itinerary instead of an airline that is rarely on time. You won’t
worry about what luggage you need to check and whether it will
make it to your destination with you. There will be no waiting in
lines at the airport, no questions such as “have you had control of
your bag since you packed it?” and no chance you’ll be randomly
selected for a baggage inspection or body search. We’ve all heard
someone say, “I need a vacation to recover from my vacation.” The
hassle of travel is the reason.

How about a downside? 
It’s so important to treat the staycation as much like a traditional

vacation as possible. It’s a good idea to give the staycation a start
and end date and devote as much of the time in between to relax-
ing, having fun, and breaking out of a rut. For any vacation, stay-
cation or traditional, you have to unplug. Unplug from work, from
your chores, from the daily compulsion to get things done.

Final thoughts
“I love sporting events, museums, comedy clubs, concerts, even

just driving to a nearby town and exploring a little,” says Wixon,
“But with young kids, some of the simplest things create the best
staycation memories. Riding the commuter train downtown is a
huge thrill for my kids, and when the destination is the aquarium
or a museum, it becomes a staycation day they talk about for
weeks. During our last family staycation, I took my kids to the in-
door aquatic center in our city so they could try out the slides,
spray water on me and show me their swimming moves. After-
ward, we stopped at a store to get some cookies. We sat down to
eat them, and between bites of cookie, Ryan asked me this:
“Dad, don’t you think this is the best special day ever?”
That’s all it took for the best special day ever. Swimming and

cookies. That was a reminder to me of how great a staycation can
be. It might not be the vacation of a lifetime, but it’s the right va-
cation for this time in my life.”

––Edited by Anita Widaman

STAYCATION TIPS
continued from page 8

VERSAILLES OLD TYME APPLE FESTIVAL  
Oct. 3, 2015 – 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
100 E. Newton St. | Versailles, MO 65084
Phone: 573-378-4401
This award-winning festival is enjoyed by thousands of fes-
tival-goers from all over the state and beyond. This year’s
theme is Jumpin’ and Jivin’ to the 1940s.  Enjoy:  Pancake
Breakfast, Parade, 5 K’s, Car Show, Fun Zone for Kids, Craft
and Vendor Booths, Tractor & Engine Display, Pie Baking
Contest & Auction, Olde Tyme Fiddler’s Contest, “Mary Pop-
pins”, Compact Figure 8 Race and more.

KANSAS
FIESTA MEXICANA
July 14 through 18 – 4:00 pm - 10:00 pm
Our Lady of Guadalupe | 201 NE Chandler
Topeka, Kansas, 66616; email: Olg-pariah.org
Celebrate Topeka’s Mexican culture.  The first Fiesta was
held on August 17, 1933 and was a small event held within
Topeka’s Mexican barrio. Now, thousands of attendees
gather every year for five nights of traditional food, danc-
ing, a carnival and even a jalapeno eating contest!  Food
sales begin at 4 p.m. every day and continue until food is
sold out. Fill up on homemade tacos, enchiladas, tamales,
burritos and more.  Stick around and ride the merry-go-
round, the Ferris Wheel and the gator roller coaster at the
nightly carnival beginning at 6 p.m.  Make sure to stop by
the Fiesta Mercado, located in front of Our Lady of

Guadalupe Church to browse through authentic Mexican
clothing, jewelry, souvenirs and more.

TWINKIES FESTIVAL
July 16, 2016 – 9 – 12 p.m.
Flinthills Mall | 1632 Industrial, Emporia, KS 66801 
Phone: 620-342-1600
Come celebrate the sweetest comeback in the history of
EVER! 3rd Annual Hostess Twinkies Festival includes a
Twinkies eating contest, Twinkies Festival 5K, Twinkies cos-
tume contest, Twinkies recipe contest and more!

AMELIA EARHART FESTIVAL
July 17 - 18 | 200 South 10th St., Atchison, KS 66002 
Phone:  913-367-2427
The spirit of legendary aviatrix Amelia Earhart is alive and
well in Atchison! Each summer the community pulls out all
the stops in honor of its favorite daughter, complete with a
downtown music, food and crafts fair, star-filled outdoor
concert, children’s activities, carnival, awards and honors,
Earhart research and literature, music on the beautiful
Riverfront, aerobatic performances and the grandest of all
finalés — the “Concert in the Sky” fireworks show.

DODGE CITY DAYS
July 24-August 2, 2015
311 W Spruce | Dodge City, KS 67801 
Phone:  620-227-3119
Dodge City Days is a 10-day celebration in one of the coun-
try last remaining Wild West towns. With a western theme,
event highlights include the top-rated Dodge City Days
Rodeo, classic car show, arts and craft show, KidFest, pro-
fessional barbeque contest, a western parade and the

crowning of Miss Rodeo Kansas and Miss Rodeo Kansas
Princess. The festival kicks off on July 24, 2015 with the
Boot Hill Bull Fry and Bash. The Parade and Barbeque kicks
the festival into high gear on Saturday, July 25. Then hold
on to your hats, it’s a wild ride!

TALL CORN FESTIVAL 
August 7, 2015 - August 9, 2015
Rossville Main Street, Rossville, KS 66533
rossvillekansas.us
Fri 2pm-10pm, Sat 9am-10pm
In the heart of the Kaw Valley, families from across the land
gather for music, parades, and corn. Celebrated for over 80
years, the Rossville Tall Corn Festival is held on the second
weekend in August. The three day event has something for
everyone including a corn spitting contest, corn-on-the-cob
eating contest, the official judging of the tallest corn stalk,
a 5K run, Main Street Dance, and many other events. 

HILLSBORO ARTS AND CRAFTS FAIR
September 19, 2015 – 9am to 4pm
South Main St and East Grand Ave., Hillsboro, KS 67063
hillsborartsandcraftsfair.org
Each year exhibitors from across the nation are selected by
a committee of judges and invited to bring their hand-
crafted products to Hillsboro for its nationally recognized
craft show. These experts come from each coast to display
and sell their handiwork and one-of-a-kind creations. Local
food and hometown hospitality add flavor to this already
spectacular event. There's something for every palate,
everything from Hillsboro's famous smoked sausage,
zwieback and bierocks to kettle corn, roasted almonds,
fresh-squeezed lemonade and funnel cakes!

FESTIVALS
continued from page 22

Pray for our
national
leaders



tendees will be energized through a renewed
focus on the hope and healing offered through
Christ. This year’s speakers include human rights
advocates, abolitionists, and survivors whose di-
verse experiences offer unique insight into the
tragedies of exploitation and the redemptive
power of healing. 
Benjamin Nolot is the founder and CEO of

Exodus Cry. Nolot has a passion for storytelling
and was the director/producer/writer of the
award-winning documentary, Nefarious: Mer-
chant of Souls. At this year’s summit, he will talk
about a society that is becoming desensitized to
the needs of our fel-
low human beings
and the ways that
Christ teaches us to
overcome this trend
by living our lives
with empathy. 
“Jesus is deeply in

touch with Himself
and others. He is the
embodiment and
personification of empathy,” Nolot says. “This is
the essence of Christianity. To be a presence in
the world that brings freedom to the oppressed
and healing to the broken.”
Front-lines abolitionist Don Brewster will also

be providing expert insight into the fight against
exploitation. A decade ago, he and his wife quit
their jobs, sold their home, and moved to Cam-
bodia to combat the evils of child sex trafficking.

Together, they have launched restoration homes
for many rescued girls through Agape Interna-
tional Missions. Through a variety of programs,
their organization currently impacts over 10,000
people a year and has been featured in Nefarious
and The CNN Freedom Project.
Another featured speaker will be Christina

Rangel, the founder and director of Extreme
Love Anti-trafficking at Bethel Church in Red-
ding, Calif. Rangel and her team assist law en-
forcement officials with direct intervention
operations in major West Coast cities and pro-
vide support to girls who have been trafficked.
As a survivor of sex trafficking, Christina is pas-
sionate about the restoration of those who have
suffered exploitation. “I love them right where

they are at. I believe
that love never fails,
and it is transforming
their lives,” said
Rangel. 
Additional speak-

ers include Richie
Cruz, a former sex
buyer and the
founder of Porn Scar,
an organization ded-

icated to educating the public about the harms
of pornography and equipping individuals with
solutions that bring lasting freedom; Melissa Far-
ley, Ph.D., a renowned research and clinical psy-
chologist who has published extensive works on
prostitution, trafficking, and the global sex in-
dustry; Andrew Comiskey, the founder of Desert
Stream/Living Waters Ministries, an outreach
that ministers to the sexually and relationally

broken; and Kezia Hatfield, a licensed clinical
therapist with years of experience working with
sexually exploited women, who has pioneered
Exodus Cry’s restoration program.
Guests will also have opportunities to network

with fellow abolitionists and to attend breakout
sessions designed to provide practical equipping
for shifting the culture, reaching the exploited,
and bringing restoration.
In addition, the event will feature worship

artists such as Misty Edwards, Laura Hackett
Park, Jaye Thomas, Jonas Park, and Jason Upton
whose inspiring works celebrate restoration and
encourage audiences to keep the faith in the fight
for justice. 
The summit will also offer attendees the op-

portunity to experience a unique photo exhibi-
tion presented by Rebecca Bender and Girls
Education and Mentoring Service (GEMS). The
“More Than A Survivor: More Than A Story”
campaign features a series of stunning portraits
of female survivor leaders. This traveling exhibit
is designed to break down the stereotype that
sexually exploited and trafficked victims are for-
ever limited by their past abuse. Their stories in-
spire a sense of hope for the future for all victims.
To learn more about Exodus Cry’s mission

and its commitment to abolishing commercial
sexual exploitation, visit exoduscry.com.
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and her friends to sleep outdoors and take
turns keeping watch that night. During her
watch, Collier, a student at Midwestern, re-
flected on the previous day and prayed.
“That really was one of the sweetest

times of prayer that I’ve ever had,” she said,
“just believing in the truth that God is our
refuge more than I ever had before. Even
when the earth isn’t trustworthy, God is
trustworthy, always.”
Like her colleagues, Collier’s feet were

firmly planted amid disaster not only be-
cause of Fusion’s intensive training, but
more importantly because of her confi-
dence that “though the mountains be
shaken,” God remains faithful (Isaiah
54:10).

MULTIPLYING DISCIPLES
These student missionaries with the Fu-

sion program witnessed the faithfulness of
God soon after they landed in Nepal in Jan-
uary and began teaching Nepalese Chris-
tian women how to make disciples.
According to Katlyn Reese*, a Midwestern
College student and the Fusion advocate
leading the group of girls, the team’s suc-
cess hinged upon these women sharing
their faith.
At one of the first villages they visited,

nearly 12 hours from Kathmandu, Reese
doubted whether any of the women un-
derstood what they were teaching. But they
returned a month later to find a surprising
harvest.
“It turns out that many of the women

had shared with hundreds of people,” Reese
said.
According to Collier, a 17-year-old be-

liever faithfully shared the gospel with her
friends and family, and she brought three
or four new believers to the training.

“About a month after we left that village,
a whole new church had been planted,”
Collier said.

WEATHERING A DISASTER
On the mid-morning of April 25, Collier

and her friends sat around a table in their
Kathmandu apartment, chatting and pass-
ing the time. Some of their teammates had
just returned the previous evening from
villages where they trained other Nepalese
women to share their faith. So the six of
them were together that morning when an
alarm sounded and when their second-
story apartment began to shake, with cups
on the table rattling and doors slamming.
Immediately, Collier grabbed the table,

looked up at Reese and her other team
members and cried out, “Earthquake!”
“We didn’t expect that,” Collier said. “So

when I said, ‘Earthquake,’ everything we
had been told to do in an earthquake went
out the window, out of our minds, because
it was so sudden and so scary. … Finally,
we all collapsed in the hallway with our
arms over one another, and we all began
praying aloud.
“It was very, very loud,” she added. “It

sounded like a freight train or thunder, be-
cause of all the buildings shaking. And the
earth was moving.”
According to Reese, the thunder of the

earthquake continued, it seemed, for a long
time. Eventually, she alone was speaking,
confessing in her prayers that God was in
control.
“In that moment, I was pretty sure that

the apartment building was going to col-
lapse on us because we were told it would
probably happen in an earthquake,” Reese
said. “I was terrified. My voice was trem-
bling as I was speaking, but it was a pre-
cious thing because I thought, ‘I will be
with Jesus and the Father soon because of
what He has already done.’ And that was a

great thing.”
When the shaking finally stopped, the

girls stood up, grabbed their go-bags—
containing passports, cash, food and other
supplies—and went to a hotel parking lot.
They encouraged and prayed with some
Nepalese women, sharing how they could
find hope amid the disaster. But they also
planned, deciding how they should pro-
ceed until they heard from their host mis-
sionary.
That night, they slept in an open field.

Reese took the shift from 3:30 – 5:00 a.m.
“We were the only foreigners there, six

young white women in a field. Everybody
thought it would be pretty unwise just to
go to sleep in the middle of that field…, so
we just all lay down together with sleeping
bags and ground pads and had about an
hour-and-a-half shifts with each person.
“At one point, it started raining,” she

added. Fortunately for them, tents were set
up throughout the field for a Hindu festi-
val. So they were able to take cover under

the tents with a crowd of Nepalese who
were sleeping outdoors that night.
The rain had passed.
“I was just waiting for it to end so I could

go back to sleep,” she said. “I was really
tired. But I was very, very thankful that we
were keeping watch, because there were
some strange characters walking around.”
For the next few nights, the girls set up

camp in their apartment parking lot. But
unable to contribute to the recovery
process— both because the Nepalese gov-
ernment wouldn’t allow citizens to do so
and because Baptist Global Relief had not
completed their assessment of the disas-
ter—they soon returned to the United
States a week earlier than they had ex-
pected.

RETURNING HOME
Looking back on their experiences, both

Collier and Reese thanked God for the
training they received through the Fusion
program.

“The goal of Fusion is to turn Christian
adolescents into biblical adults,” Reese said.
“Christian adolescents are told what to do.
They are told how to act and things like
that. But biblical adults live according to the
Word and abide deeply with Jesus. … It is
out of the joy that we have in Jesus that we
are able to do good things and to bear good
fruit.”
She added that, because of Fusion’s

training for emergency situations like the
Nepal earthquake, the team was able to
make wise decisions even amid the chaos
of the situation.
“Overall, the thing that helped us the

most was being able to think clearly and
think well even though we were stressed
out during this time,” she said. “The train-
ing that we did in Fusion during the (fall
2014 semester) prepared us a lot for that. It
really helped.”
At the end of May, Reese, Collier and

their teammates celebrated with other Fu-
sion participants who traveled the globe to
share the gospel. The ceremony was
solemn. Members of each fusion team
wore the native dress of the country where
they had worked, and first-time Fusion
participants received a sword—reminding
them to base their lives on God’s Word and
the Spirit’s guidance.
During a formal dinner after the cere-

mony, the Fusion teams shared stories
about what God had done during the pre-
vious four months, stories of God’s faith-
fulness in redeeming men and women
around the globe.
“It was really, really wonderful,” Collier

said. “He is indeed drawing people to Him-
self all over the world.”
EDITOR’S NOTE: * denotes name

changed to protect identity.
–Ben Hawkins writes for the 

Missouri Pathway.

NEPAL EARTHQUAKE
continued from page 1

ABOLITION SUMMIT
continued from page 1

“This is the essence of
Christianity. To be a
presence in the world
that brings freedom to
the oppressed and 

healing to the broken.”
–Benjamin Nolot

i moreinformation
To learn more about the fourth 
annual Exodus Cry Abolition 

Summit or to register for the event,
visit exoduscry.com/aboltionsummit

is sign up for training to be counselors at the event.
"If you have people in your church who love to share Christ,

who love being able to pray with people, they will get a ticket
to the game as a thank you from us," Handley said.
Two training sessions are scheduled:
• Thursday July 9, from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m., at Antioch Church,

5201 Antioch Road in Overland Park.
• Friday, July 10, from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. at the Fellowship of

Christian Athletes, 8701 Leeds Road in Kansas City.
The second way to prepare is to purchase tickets. Prices

range from $11 to $35 and include both the game and post-
game events. Group sales are available for 20 or more people.
Moore has received numerous accolades since the Royals

won the American League pennant last season, but success has
not changed his priorities.
"There is no way I could do this job, no way I could be a

husband and father, and no way I could take care of my team
at home unless I had a faith walk," he said. "That's why this is
so important to me. The Glass family (CEO David and Presi-
dent Dan) is extremely supportive of Faith & Family Day. We
are very blessed to have an owner who understands that."
He has one more motivation for the event.
"The bottom line is that we have a winning record on Faith

& Family Day," Moore said, “so when they came to us again
this year, I said, ‘absolutely’.”

FAITH AND FAMILY
continued from page 1

i moreinformation
Scott Dawson Evangelistic Association

(800) 869-8738
www.safeathomeministries.org

Kansas City Royals
(816) 921-8000

www.kansascity.royals.mlb.com

The students will never
forget the images they
witnessed
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POST-GAME PROGRAM SHORTLY  FOLLOWING GAME
SATURDAY , JULY 11TH at 1:10 PM

Scott DawsonNewSong

THE KANSAS CITY ROYALS invite you to Faith & 
Family Day  at The K presented by Hobby Lobby 
on Saturday, July 11. The post-game event will 
be  hosted by Scott Dawson of Safe at Home 
with special appearances  from Royals  
players and/or executives. The event will  
conclude  with a performance by American  
contemporary band, NewSong!

*Your ticket to the game includes admission to post game events
TICKETS START  AS LOW AS $11!*

ROYALS.COM/FAITH


