
Anita and I are fortunate. Many of
the organizations we serve are volun-
teer driven. From food pantries and
shelters to women’s clinics to churches
and other non-profits, we have the
opportunity to work with a wide va-
riety of individuals who are serving
our community. We also rely on vol-
unteers for our annual Christian Ed-
ucation Expo, which we hold each
March, so we know how important
volunteers are.
That’s why we are always looking

for ways to encourage our readers and

the community at large to volunteer
in their communities. It makes our
neighborhoods, churches, schools
and cities stronger.
This year National Volunteer Week

takes place April 10 – 18. It’s dedicated
to inspiring, recognizing and encour-

THROUGH THE EYES OF A KID:
How to choose a summer camp
With spring having come early this

year, no wonder many kids’ thoughts
have already turned toward summer
and summer means camps!
There are so many different kinds of

camps out there! For example:
“Traditional” camps that
offer a little bit of every-
thing.

Academic camps
that focus on science,
math, or even cre-
ative writing.
Adventure camps

that are all about out-

door hobbies like rafting or moun-
taineering.

Arts camps that specialize in theater,
music, film, or painting.

Religious camps that focus on faith
and worship.

Sports camps that let you sharpen
your skills in tennis, soccer, or baseball

Special needs camps that are espe-
cially for kids living with an illness, such
as cancer or diabetes, or a disability.

Day camps that offer the fun of
camp without the sleepaway part. 
Every camp is unique in its own way.

See CAMP page 7

NATIONAL VOLUNTEER
WEEK IS COMING

Dwight Widaman | Metro Voice

See VOLUNTEER page 11
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Saints and
Sinners Tour

President Barack Obama's historic
trip to Cuba comes at a time of renewed
optimism in the Cuban church.
The fast-growing church is enjoying

some relaxed restrictions and is hoping
for fruitful partnerships with U.S.
churches.
Thousands of Cubans worshipped

recently in a two-night open-air rally in
Santiago, Cuba's second-largest city. The
total attendance for the Santiago loca-
tion and another in Havana was 25,000.
Even more remarkable? The Cuban

Blessing in disguise?
Why thawing U.S.

relations inspires hope
in Cuban believers

See CUBAN BELIEVERS page 22

HELP OUT
Opportunities for
volunteers
in both
Kansas and
Missouri

PAGES
10–11

by Heather Sells

A Cuban waves an American flag as
the presidential motorcade passes

Annual
Camp 
Feature
Page 7

An interview with 
Overland Park resident
and Holocaust survivor
Sonia Warshawski
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Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration
camp, where Sonia was 
imprisoned along with 

Anne Frank.

An interview with 
Overland Park resident
and Holocaust survivor
Sonia Warshawski

Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration
camp, where Sonia was 
imprisoned along with 

Anne Frank.
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Record-holding astronaut: 
'I presuppose the truth of scripture'
A man who has a front row seat to

God's creation in a way most do not
said he sees no conflict between the
Bible and science.
Astronaut Jeff Williams, the 58-year-

old who will become the American
record holder for cumulative days in
space (534), says contrary to popular
speculation, his scientific knowledge
and his Biblical knowledge meld to-
gether.
"There is a generalization that anyone

who worked for NASA, or an organiza-
tion like that, would naturally be an
atheist, but that's not true," he told the
Institute for Creation Research in an in-
terview last year.
"There are many Christians in the or-

ganization, many Christians in other
government agencies-there are Chris-
tians everywhere," Willams explained.
"The work that I do and have done

through my military career and with
NASA has been perfectly compatible
with the Scriptures, and I've lived out
my life as a Christian, and there's been
no issue there," he said.
Williams says people who find a con-

flict between the Bible and science are
those who refuse to acknowledge the

existence of God.
"If you have a presupposition that ex-

cludes the possibility of a God, that ex-
cludes the possibility of supernatural
acts, and that everything has to be ex-
plained just with natural processes, then
you've basically limited what you can let
the objective observation of science tell
you," Williams explained.
"That's where the issue comes in," he

said. "I presuppose God. And I presup-
pose the truth of the Scripture."
Williams blasted off in March for his

fourth six-month mission aboard the
International Space Station. 
The next day he posted pictures on

Twitter saying, "It is great to be back on
board @Space_Station, an amazing or-
bital outpost!"

Living to TELL

Tickets are available for $15 through Friday, April 15.
Order online at www.lifecarecenter.org/events.

LifeCare Center
of Ottawa
presents

Abortion Survivor

Melissa
Ohden
during our annual banquet

April 30, 2016
6:30 p.m.
Ottawa University
Gangwish Library
Schendel Conference Center
1001 South Cedar Street  •  Ottawa, Kansas

For more information, call

785-242-4500

As SJR 39, known as the Missouri
Religious Freedom Amendment,
makes its way through government
chambers to be placed on the Au-
gust ballot, many people inside and
out of the Christian community
wonder exactly what it says and
does. There are many misconcep-
tions. 

What does SJR 39 do?
It is entirely defensive, a shield,

not a sword. It prevents the state
and local governments from impos-
ing penalties on clergy, churches, re-
ligious organizations and some
wedding vendors which, for reli-
gious conscience reasons, wish to
not participate in a wedding involv-
ing two people of the same gender.

Who is protected?
All pastors and staff, churches,

organizations and institutions and
all church-run schools. It even pre-
vents accreditation boards, which
are non-state actors, from indirectly
allowing the state to punish reli-
gious belief about same-sex mar-
riage, which protects the state’s
Christian colleges.
The definition of “religious or-

ganization” is not limited to non-
profits. So, for example, a for-profit
Christian book seller, family coun-
seling center, crisis pregnancy center
or publishing house that holds itself
out to the public as religious is pro-
tected.

Is anyone else protected?
Yes. For-profit businesses are pro-

tected if they are closely held and
the corporation either is asked to be
a participant in a “marriage” or
wedding ceremony or provides
goods and services that reflect cre-
ative or artistic expression and are
asked to provide such goods and
service for a same-sex “marriage”
ceremony or ensuing celebration of
the “marriage.” This would generally
include bakers, photographers and
florists.

What does SJR 39 not do?
n It does not provide protection

What does the MO 
Religious Freedom
Amendment do,

and not do?

See BILL page 3

newsbriefs

Salvation Army partners
with Panera Bread

The Salvation Army of Kansas and West-
ern Missouri achieved success in its partner-
ship with Panera Bread to donate a cup of
soup for each one purchased duringf a
fundraiser. The Salvation Army food pantries
gained more than 9,500 cans of soup (over
7,500 in the KC Metro) that were distributed
on March 21, as result of Panera Bread and
its customers’ generosity. Thirty-four Panera
Bread locations across Kansas and Western
Missouri participated in the partnership.

“We are thrilled about the success this
partnership with local Panera Bread restau-
rants has created,” said Divisional Com-
mander Major Evie Diaz of The Salvation
Army of Kansas and Western Missouri. “We
want to thank our community for their im-
pact in visiting the restaurants and contribut-
ing to local citizens in need.”

To further combat hunger in communities
The Salvation Army serves, Panera Bread is
now teaming up with Hy-Vee stores in the
greater Kansas City metro and Dillons gro-
cers in Kansas to purchase more cans of soup
that will be delivered to a Salvation Army
warehouse and distributed to a number of
food pantries to feed hungry citizens in need.

“Nothing makes us happier than seeing
the community come together to support the
hungry,” said Major Diaz.

Furniture bank program
serves Area Families

What do you do with used furniture once
you’ve bought new? Put it on Craigslist? Set
it out on the curb with a “FREE” sign? Both
can be an inconvenient step on the enjoyable
journey of buying new furniture. 

“In the new economy of ‘excess capacity,’
think AirBnB and Uber, we thought it made
sense to figure out how to offer this ‘capac-
ity,’ in the form of used furniture, to serve
the community,” says Jeff Winter, who with
his wife June, ownes the Furniture Mall of
Kansas in Olathe and other locations.

The effort is
a partnership
with City Union
Mission to help
the homeless
and others try-
ing to furnish a
home once they
are off the
street. 

The concept is simple: customers can co-
ordinate with City Union Mission for free
pickup of their old furniture, helping elimi-
nate the inconvenience associated with fig-
uring out what do with their existing
furniture, while helping out those families
who can’t afford furniture of their own. 

"The Mission is so grateful to those who
have donated their used furniture, says Chief
Operations Officer, John Capp. “By providing
this furniture to less fortunate families, it al-
lows them use of what funds they do have
for other items and services, such as food
and utilities -- and in turn, to hopefully be
able to remain living independently in their
own residence. Our goal is to not only care
for the homeless in our area, but to also work
to help prevent homelessness as well.” 

For call Lonnie Murrow at 816-222-5062.

Chiefs Player partners with
teens to help Haitian orphans 

Former Kansas City Chief and cur-
rent Chiefs Ambassador Shawn Barber
is joining with high school student-led
Geaux Haiti to invite the community

to a big blow out carnival, Sunday,
April 24 from 4-6 p.m., at Colonial
Presbyterian Church, Quivira Campus,
12501 W. 137th Street, Overland Park.
All activities, games, entertainment

and food are free. Donations are appre-
ciated through contributions and dol-
lar raffle tickets. Raffle items include a

Plan upcoming 
community

fun-raising event

See HAITI page 6

Williams

JUNE & JEFF



In what some say is the first major
pushback by the American medical
community against destroying biolog-
ically-based gender identity, the Amer-
ican College of Pediatricians has
warned legislators and educators across
the nation to reject all policies that con-
dition children to accept transgen-
derism as normal, adding which
attempts to normalize a condition, that
the psychiatric community classifies as
a mental illness, is child abuse.
"The American College of

Pediatricians urges edu-
cators and legislators
to reject all policies
that condition
children to ac-
cept as normal a
life of chemical
and surgical im-
personation of
the opposite sex.
Facts — not ide-
ology — deter-
mine reality," the
o r g a n i z a t i o n
noted in a statement list-
ing an eight-point explanation
of its stance.
The American College of Pediatri-

cians, according to its website, is a na-
tional organization of pediatricians and
other healthcare professionals dedi-
cated to the health and well-being of
children.
While everyone is born with a bio-

logical sex, gender, explains the organ-
ization, is an awareness and sense of
oneself as male or female. It is a social
and psychological concept.
"No one is born with an awareness

of themselves as male or female; this

awareness develops over time and, like
all developmental processes, may be de-
railed by a child's subjective percep-
tions, relationships, and adverse
experiences from infancy forward. Peo-
ple who identify as 'feeling like the op-
posite sex' or 'somewhere in between'
do not comprise a third sex. They re-
main biological men or biological
women," the organization said.
"When an otherwise healthy biolog-

ical boy believes he is a girl, or an oth-
erwise healthy biological girl believes
she is a boy, an objective psychological

problem exists that lies in
the mind not the
body, and it should
be treated as such.
These children
suffer from
gender dys-
phoria. Gender
dysphoria, for-
merly listed as
gender identity
disorder, is a
recognized men-

tal disorder in the
most recent edition of

the Diagnostic and Sta-
tistical Manual of the

American Psychiatric Association. The
psychodynamic and social learning
theories of GD/GID have never been
disproved," it further explained.
Pointing to data from the DSM-V,

the American College of Pediatricians
said as many as 98 percent of gender
confused boys and 88 percent of gen-
der-confused girls eventually accept
their biological sex after naturally pass-
ing through puberty.
The organization has also con-

demned the use of puberty blockers,
citing dangerous side effects.

"Children who use puberty blockers
to impersonate the opposite sex will re-
quire cross-sex hormones in late ado-
lescence. Cross-sex hormones
(testosterone and estrogen) are associ-
ated with dangerous health risks in-
cluding but not limited to high blood
pressure, blood clots, stroke and can-
cer," it noted.
"Rates of suicide are 20 times greater

among adults who use cross-sex hor-
mones and undergo sex reassignment
surgery, even in Sweden, which is
among the most LGBQT affirming
countries," the organization added.
According to a 2003 study conducted

in Sweden, transsexuals who change
their gender through body mutilation
or hormone therapy have a higher sui-
cide rate than the general population.
The study, which followed 191 male-

to-female gender reassignments and
133 female-to-male gender reassign-
ments from 1973-2003, found that sui-
cide attempts and in-patient psychiatric
treatment actually increased in Sweden
among those who had a sex change.
With all this available data, it ex-

plained that teaching children to im-
personate the opposite sex through the
use of surgical and chemical means is
"child abuse."
"Conditioning children into believ-

ing a lifetime of chemical and surgical

impersonation of the opposite sex is
normal and healthful is child abuse,"
the organization said.
"Endorsing gender discordance as

normal via public education and legal
policies will confuse children and par-
ents, leading more children to present
to 'gender clinics' where they will be
given puberty-blocking drugs. This, in
turn, virtually ensures that they will
'choose' a lifetime of carcinogenic and
otherwise toxic cross-sex hormones,
and likely consider unnecessary surgical
mutilation of their healthy body parts
as young adults."
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Locations 
all over the 
KC metro! 

Find yours at: 

“World's Best Plants and Pottery!”

www.kawvalleygreenhouses.com

for individuals, corporations, or re-
ligious organizations that discrimi-
nate against individuals on the basis
of sexual orientation or gender iden-
tity.
n It does not protect any non-re-

ligious, for-profit business, unless the
business is closely held and the busi-
ness is asked to either participate in
a same-sex “marriage” or wedding
ceremony, or provides goods and
services that reflect creative or artistic
expression for the “marriage” or
wedding ceremony, or ensuing cele-
bration.
n It does not prevent state or local

government from providing a mar-
riage license or other government
entitlement to same-sex couples.
n It does not provide protection

for a healthcare facility or elder care
facility to refuse to treat a same-sex
“marriage” as valid.
n It does not provide protection

for any action that violates the U.S.
Constitution or federal law.

n BILL
continued from page 2

American College of Pediatricians:
Teaching transgenderism is child abuse

by Leonardo Blair 
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Before 1933
Studio portrait of
Zeni Farbenblum
and her son, Rudy,
in Mukachevo,
Czechoslovakia

World War I (1914–1918) devastated Europe and created new countries. The years that followed saw the
continent struggle to recover from the death or injury of tens of millions of soldiers and civilians, as well as
catastrophic damage to property and industry. In 1933, over 9 million Jews lived in Europe (1.7% of the
total population)—working and raising families in the harsh reality of the worldwide economic depression.
German Jews numbered about 500,000 or less than 1% of the national population.

1932-33
SA men with boycott signs
block the entrance to a
Jewish-owned shop. The
signs read: “Germans, 
defend yourselves against
the Jewish atrocity 
propaganda, buy only at
German shops!”

The German government passed laws dramatically 
limiting the number of Jewish students attending public
schools. Educators taught students love for Hitler, 
obedience to state authority, militarism, racism, and 
anti-Semitism. In the face of increasing persecution at
public schools, Jews in Germany turned increasingly to
private schools for their children.

1933

1933–1938
Following the appointment of Adolf Hitler
as German chancellor on January 30,
1933, the Nazi state quickly became a
regime in which citizens had no 
guaranteed basic rights.

1939–1941
Members of an Einsatzgruppe (mobile killing
squad) shoot Jewish youth. Drawing on local civilian
and police support, they followed the German army
and carried out mass shootings

A DAY TO REMEMBER AND HONOR

  
“You wouldn’t believe it. I want you to know the

history.” Her brown eyes welled. “When I went to see
our [Holocaust] museum in Washington, I must tell
you, they did a tremendous job as humanly possible,
but I see it through different eyes. But to tell you the
way it really was—people don’t even realize.” 
At the tender age of 90 and towering stature of

4’8” Sonia Warshawski is a fireball whose presence
fills her sitting room at John’s Tailoring and Alter-
ations at 95th and Nall. Although she claims she
doesn’t believe in miracles, she says that God gave
her a sixth sense and the strength of youth. 
  Born in 1925 in Mezerich, Poland, she was

barely 14 when war broke out in Europe in 1939.
Like many kids her age, she was active in sports and
loved to read. 
  When the SS took over, she watched her world

crumble around her. “It happened slowly,” she said.
“Not all at once.” 
  She remembers the graffiti on the school walls

that said in Polish, “Zabic Zyda. Kill the Jews.” 
  After the liquidation of the ghetto, Sonia, only

17, and her mother were sent to the concentration
camp, Majdanek. There her mother Rivka perished
in the gas chambers. 
  Although it’s been over 60 years ago, the pain in

her eyes is raw and current. “There’s not a day goes
by I don’t think about her.”
  Sonia was sent from Majdanek to Auschwitz-

Berkenau and, later, forced to walk from there to
Bergen-Belsen where she was ultimately liberated by
the British. She met her husband John in the dis-
placed persons camp. Immigration assigned them
to Kansas City, where they established their business
that still flourishes under her hand today. 
  “I can tell you stories days and days. More than

you will see in books.”
Through tears she describes just a few of the hor-

rors to me. Graciously and without hesitation she
answers my questions with evident sense of pur-
pose. 
Do you feel there’s too much emphasis on the
Holocaust?
“Oh my God, no! This is the whole problem al-

ready. You know why? Because it’s getting to be less
and less of us. Do you know I’m the last one to speak
about the Holocaust? As long as God gives me the
power I will speak for them. That gives me the
power.”

  “And I am going to tell you I saw rabbis killed,
their beards yanked out. Babies murdered. Yet there
are deniers. I speak to you from my heart.”
Some say we’re back in 1939. Do you worry about
anti-Semitism in America? 
  “Of course it’s something to worry about. You

have to think about it. Germany and Austria were
highly cultured. Jews were highly educated, they
could not believe even to the time they are sent to
the gas chambers this can happen. That such a high
people can be brainwashed I am not surprised.
  This is a melting pot. This is the reason you don’t

feel the anti-Semitism so much. That is why the
American Jew doesn’t realize we are under an um-
brella.
  Look at ISIS, they’re killing not only Jews but

Christians.”
If you could speak to Christians, what would you
tell them?
  “Sometimes they say we Jews are the chosen. You

know what I say to them, really?” She laughs. “You
want to change religions and be the chosen? You
want to suffer? We suffered for centuries.”
  “One time I tell a Christian woman, ‘Christ was

a Jewish rabbi.’ She look at me like she wanted to
take out my eyes. Every Sunday she goes to church.
  “I’m going to tell you, even right now, the

Church is from the Jewish root. They don’t realize
that Christ would not allow these things to happen.”
With the March of Remembrance, we want to stir
the Christians so they will never be silent again. 
  “I myself don’t openly believe in a Meshiakh.

Where was He when babies are murdered? No I
don’t believe.  
  “Yes, it was silence that killed. The pastors need

to preach against anti-Semitism.
  “Again, it’s for those who didn’t make it, these

things have to be told!” 
What would you ask the church to do now 
for the Jews in Israel?
  “We weren’t allowed to be farmers so we became

bankers, doctors. We fought anti-Semitism with cul-
ture. Einstein opened the heavens,” Sonia says with
fire in her voice. “Look at little Israel. We made the
desert bloom! It doesn’t make any difference. I am
not for giving back. If the aggressor takes territory,
where is it after the war? For example, the United
States took Texas and California. Israel is the only
one to have to give back.”
Is there anything you would like to tell the 
next generation?
  “When I go to schools and speak I tell them,

‘Read! Know the history. We are only visiting this
universe for a short time. Respect each other.’ I want
the other generation to know all that is not in the
books. If I get letters saying, ‘You changed my life’
what else can I ask?”
Do you have any parting words?
  “I will never forget. I will never forgive—forgive-

ness has borders—this has to come from someplace
else. But—I will never hate. If I hate I destroy my-
self.” 

–Rochelle Wisoff-Fields lives in Belton, Mo. She is
the author and illustrator of several books including
This, That and Sometimes the Other, Please Say Kad-
dish for Me and From Silt and Ashes. Connect with
her at wordpress.com or www.rochellewordart.com.

A SPECIAL GUIDE TO KANSAS CITY’S DAY OF REMEMBRANCE, MAY 1

I MUST TELL YOU

What is the Kansas City Day of 
Remembrance? 
The purpose of this event is to

honor Holocaust survivors and their
families in the Kansas City area. For
the first time, Kansas City will partici-
pate in this worldwide event known as
March of Remembrance in the United
States and March of Life in Europe.
We are serving the believing com-

munity of Kansas City to say to the
Holocaust survivors and their descen-
dants, “You are not forgotten. You are
not alone. We will remember and we
will not be silent for Zion’s sake.”
Pre-rally will begin at 1 pm. in the

registration area of the ballroom. We
will have the opportunity to learn
about the Holocaust and Righteous
Among the Nations. At 2:30 p.m. we
will transition outside to the courtyard
to prepare for the March of Remem-
brance. Local leaders will guide us in
prayer, including the opportunity to
make the choice from cursing to bless-
ing as described in Genesis 12: 2-4. 
March of Remembrance will begin

at 3 p.m. The walk will be 1.2 miles
with the possibility to only go half that
distance. The event will be held rain or
shine. Both the pre-rally and prayer
walk are free, however, donations will
be accepted to defray the event costs.
Evening of Remembrance, begin-

ning at 6:30 p.m., will be an experience
of a powerful expression of Holocaust
remembrance and honor. You will be

AN INTERVIEW WITH OVERLAND PARK RESIDENT AND
HOLOCAUST SURVIVOR SONIA WARSHAWSKI

by Rochelle Wisoff-Fields 

Kansas City Day
of Remembrance
Sunday, May 1
Event facts and details

by Lori (Roberts) Wilson 

See DETAILS next page

Sonia Warshawski

Auschwitz-Birkenau. Circled is the 
barrack that housed Sonia

Marches like this one in Europe will
commemorate the Holocaust

Auschwitz-Birkenau. Circled is the 
barrack that housed Sonia



It was known as the Dachau concentration camp.
From its beginning in 1933 as a forced labor camp,
the first organized and official facility in the Nazi sys-
tem of camps, until its liberation in 1945 by Allied
forces, there were more than 32,000 documented
deaths. The undocumented deaths? No one knows
the number. Decades later, the camp’s epitaph, “Never
again”, was posted on the entrance in five languages. 

A model camp
Dachau was considered by the Nazis to be the

model camp. It was not only the first of the concen-
tration camps but it was the one in which the elite
military force, the SchutzStaffel, was trained. Most
know of this group as the SS. Dachau was not offi-
cially a death camp – a smaller number of Jews lost
their lives there. Other camps, known as extermina-
tion camps, were specifically established for mass
killing. 
However, Dachau was a destination for many of

the 30,000 Jews arrested during Kristallnacht, the
night of broken glass in 1938. It was a premeditated,
state-sponsored attack throughout Nazi Germany
and Austria, resulting in the murder and suicide of
hundreds of Jews, and the destruction of more than
1,000 synagogues, 7,000 Jewish-owned businesses, as

well as hospitals, schools and homes. The death and
destruction marked the start of the Holocaust and
the Final Solution – the Nazi plan of systematic geno-
cide of the Jews.  That long November night littered
the streets with glass from shattered windows, and
the cities, towns and history itself with shattered lives.

“Work sets you free”
Dachau gradually evolved from a forced labor

camp to a death factory. The iron gate of the prison-
ers’ entrance included the motto in German: “Arbeit
macht frei,” in English: “Work sets you free.” Freedom
equaled death, quickly for some, slowly for others.
Still, some survived, of the nearly 190,000 prisoners
who entered through the iron gate.
Life survived next to death
As death multiplied around them, how did they

survive? Some wrote diaries. Some remained alive
through the sheer sacrifice of others. Some formed
study groups behind the barbed wire of their prisons.

Some drew pictures. An anonymous writer scratched
this message of hope into a wall in one of the camps:

I believe in the sun even when it’s not shining.
I believe in love even when I don’t feel it. �
I believe in God even when He is silent.

“Something happened …
… that we realized what this war was all about. We

know now why we were participating in this war,”
said James A. Rose, who served with the 42nd (Rain-
bow) Infantry Division, US Army, and helped liberate
Dachau. 

“To honor the dead, To admonish the living.”
This is the English translation of the German in-

scription, which is on the base of the statue of the Un-
known Prisoner. The statue, which was erected in
1950 in front of the Dachau crematory, was designed
by Fritz Koelle. 

“Never Forget”
“The Age of the Survivors is drawing to a close. Be-

fore long no one will be left to say, ‘I was there, I saw,
I remember what happened.’ All that will be left will
be books of literature and research, pictures and
films, and multitudinous testimony.” 

–Zvi Gill, Holocaust survivor, author 
and journalist
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By May 1945, the Germans and their collaborators had murdered six million
European Jews as part of a systematic plan of genocide—the Holocaust.
When Allied troops entered the concentration camps, they discovered piles of
corpses, bones, and human ashes—testimony to Nazi mass murder.

1942–1945
In a period marked by intense
fighting on both the eastern and
western fronts of World War II,
Nazi Germany also intensified its
pursuit of the “Final Solution.”
These years saw systematic de-
portations of millions of Jews to
increasingly efficient killing cen-
ters using poison gas. By the end
of the war in spring 1945, as the
Germans and their Axis partners
were pushed back on both fronts,
Allied troops uncovered the full
extent of crimes committed during
the Holocaust.

The Inspectorate of Concentration
Camps opens a second camp
at Auschwitz, called Auschwitz-Birkenau
or Auschwitz II.

1945
Album documenting the
liberation of the Ohrdruf
camp, a subcamp of
Buchenwald (misla-
beled as Dachau).
Ohrdruf, Germany, 

March
1942

June 25, 1948
Displaced persons (DPs) line the
decks of the General Black as it
leaves the port of Bremerhaven.
Dubbed the “Ship to Freedom” by its
passengers

“Never
again.”

moved by the beauty and elegance of
Israeli and Jewish music, a professional
Holocaust and liberation ballet and a
philharmonic string quartet. 

Who is invited to participate? 
Everyone is invited to participate in

the event. We are especially reaching
out to the believing community of
Kansas City – those who know and
understand the importance of the
Holocaust as well as the importance of
the Jewish people beginning in the Old
Testament, throughout history and
now in their place in modern times.
We also prayerfully hope that Holo-
caust survivors and their families will
feel welcome to join us. 

How to participate:
n Visit www.morkc.org.
n Register prior to Sunday, May 1.
n Encourage your family, friends,

church, youth group, Sunday School
class, Bible study group to attend as
well

n Attend the FREE Pre-rally 1-3
p.m.

n Walk in the March for Remem-
brance beginning at 3 p.m., which is
also free.

n Attend the Evening of Remem-
brance from 6:30-8:30 p.m. This event
is $25 per person, or $40 including an
event t-shirt and pre-registrations are
encouraged, as there are a limited

number of tickets and t-shirts.

Where is the event location?
The events of the day will be held at

Overland Park Convention Center,
6000 College Boulevard, Overland
Park, Kan. The center is located south
of I-435, west of Nall Avenue and east
of Metcalf Avenue.
Our keynote speaker is Elhanan

Glazer, a former member of the Knes-
set, the legislative body of Israel. Mr.
Glazer has made it his life’s work to
honor and bless Holocaust survivors
and to reach out to the Christian com-
munity to carry the torch of remem-
brance. 

Why Metro Voice has chosen to be a 
sponsor
Dwight and Anita Widaman, Metro

Voice co-publishers, are co-chairs of
the event. “We have chosen to help lead
this event,” said Dwight. “It is impor-
tant for all of us to take the lessons of
the Holocaust to break the silence of
fear, pain and shame caused by preju-
dice and indifference.” 

“Our family trip to Israel in 2015,”
added Anita, “cemented our intent to 
demonstrate to Holocaust survivors
and their descendants in the Kansas
City area, ‘You are not forgotten. You
are not alone. We will remember and
we will not be silent for Zion’s sake.’”

The reach of Metro Voice into the 
Christian community
The monthly Metro Voice has been

named the number one Christian
newspaper in North America several
times, has won numerous other jour-
nalism awards and is the number one
Christian website in Kansas City.
Dwight serves on the board of the
Evangelical Press Association, serving
350 member publications including
Christianity Today and other maga-
zines and newspapers serving tens of
millions of Chritians.
In 27 years, Metro Voice has grown

to reach more than 70,000 readers in
Missouri and Kansas in two editions
through 800 churches and 200 addi-
tional retail outlets.

Who are the other sponsors?
As of this writing, our sponsors are

Church of the Nazarene Kansas City
District, Dramatic Truth Ballet The-
atre, Love for Israel Relief Fund and
Hope for Ishmael. However, we wel-
come additional sponsors. For details,
contact Mike Schmid, 
morkc2016@gmail.com, 

OVERVIEW:
Purpose of Kansas City

Day of Remembrance 
The event will be held on Sunday,

May 1, which is near Yom HaShoah
(Day of Holocaust Remembrance).
This date was chosen as a clear
stance against anti-Semitism and

as a powerful symbol of what 
happens when people remain

silent about abuse, 
prejudice and righteousness. 

The purpose of March of 
Remembrance Kansas City is to
“honor, educate, remember and 

engage.” The March of 
Remembrance seeks to:

nHonor Holocaust survivors 
and their families

n Educate the public about the
reality of the Holocaust
n Remember the tragic 
consequences of silence

n Engage people in battling 
indifference and prejudice

by Lori (Roberts) Wilson 

Day of Remembrance and March Details & Purpose
From previous page

Ballroom A1, circled,
will host the indoor
Day of Remembrance 
activities.

Overland Park
Convention

Center
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hot air balloon ride, concert tickets,
Royals tickets, autographed Chiefs
items, a private tour of Arrowhead
Stadium, gift cards and more. One
hundred percent of all proceeds go
to educational assistance of Haitian
orphans through Parkville, Mo
based The Global Orphan Project. 
Carnival activities will delight

youngsters, teens and adults. High-
lights include over 40 carnival
games with unlimited play and a
prize won every time, Sumo
wrestling and giant hamster ball
racing from creative carnivals,
clowns, a pirate, balloon artist, face
painters, caricature artist, and food
from Chris Cakes, Twisters Frozen
Custard, Blue Chip Cookie Com-
pany, Velvet Crème Popcorn,
Nothing Bundt Cakes and food
coupons from Chick-fil-A.
Last year’s inaugural carnival

drew over 100 student and adult
volunteers from the community.
Geaux Haiti founder and Barstow
junior, Grace McGowan says,“I
don’t know who had more fun, the
volunteers or the participants.  The
volunteers were eager to hold the
carnival again.” 
Geaux Haiti already has the vol-

unteer support of the entire Avilla
University volleyball team, middle
school Hurtado scholars supported
by Rockhurst High School, and
Kohls employees through the
Kohls Associates in Action Pro-
gram. 
“Haiti is something I work on

year-round,” adds McGowan. “It’s
fulfilling to see everyone’s hard
work come to fruition.”
In just three years, student-led

Geaux Haiti has raised $20,000
through fun events with all of the
proceeds going to direct Haitian
orphan care.  Geaux Haiti teens
have collected over 500 jars of
peanut butter for orphan nutrition
and over 350 used books to start
and support libraries in orphan
run schools. McGowan has gath-
ered classmates, friends and family
and traveled to Haiti each of the
past three years with the group
personally transporting the do-
nated goods to Haitian orphans. 
This summer marks McGowan’s

fourth trip to Haiti where she will
bring an additional 400 donated
books for libraries in orphan run
schools. “It’s amazing how I ini-
tially went to Haiti to serve the
Haitian orphans and how they un-
expectedly taught me so much
about life and how to live it. It’s an
impactful trip that I’ve been fortu-
nate enough to experience year
after year. Everyone should experi-
ence a trip to Haiti. You will never
see things the same way again” said
McGowan. 

n HAITI
continued from page 2

i moreinformation

For more information visit
www.geauxhaiti.org

Joni Eareckson Tada to speak in Kansas City April 24th
On Sunday, April 24, Colonial Pres-

byterian Church, 9500 Wornall Road,
Kansas City, will be host to Joni Erick-
son Tada as she presents the Sunday
message at 9:15 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. It
was close to 30 years ago, in the early
years of her budding ministry called
Joni and Friends, when she first spoke
in Kansas City, also at Colonial.
"Joni Erickson Tada is one of the

most inspiring believers you will ever
meet," says Colonial lead pastor, Jim
West. 
In 2015 Joni and Friends opened a

new regional office in Kansas City to
raise awareness for the Greater Kansas
City disability community; build and
strengthen relationships with Christ-
honoring churches seeking to evangel-
ize, disciple and mentor individuals and

families affected by disabilities; and look
for creative ways to engage suburban
and urban Kansas City area churches in
partnering to reach those affected by
disability with the love of Christ. 
"When our ministry was just getting

started on a national level, Kansas City
was one of the first stops I made. It
started years ago when I was invited to
Kansas City to speak on Billy Graham's
crusade. That was when I had a chance
to meet many KC friends involved in
disability ministry,” Joni shares. “I am
hoping that my visit will generate even
more interest and enthusiasm for pro-
moting disability ministry and the pres-
ence of our Joni and Friends team in
Kansas City!"
She is the founder and chief executive

officer of Joni and Friends International

Disability Center, an international ad-
vocate for people with disabilities. A div-
ing accident in 1967 left Joni Eareckson,
then 17, a quadriplegic in a wheelchair.
After two years of rehabilitation, she
emerged with new skills and a fresh de-

termination to help others in similar sit-
uations. 
She founded Joni and Friends in 1979

to provide Christ-centered programs to
special-needs families, as well as training
to churches. 
Joni and Friends serves thousands of

special-needs families through Family
Retreat, and has delivered over 100,000
wheelchairs and Bibles to needy dis-
abled persons in developing nations.
Joni’s lifelong passion is to bring the
Gospel to the world’s one billion people
with disabilities. Joni survived stage 3
breast cancer in 2010, yet keeps a very
active ministry schedule. 
She and her husband, Ken, were mar-

ried in 1982 and reside in Calabasas,
Calif. You can learn more about Joni’s
ministry at www.joniandfriends.org

newsbriefs
Scottish roups fight law
giving every kid a
government guardian

(WNS)--Christian and family groups in
Scotland are making a last ditch effort to
stop implementation of a new law that
would assign a state guardian to every
child in Scotland. While supporters claim
the comprehensive legislation will stream-
line child welfare agency processes, oppo-
nents argue the plan to appoint a
government-employed “named person”
for every child violates human rights and
infringes on privacy. 

“[The law is] an insult to the fundamen-
tal human rights of mums and dads to
bring up their children the way they see
fit,” said Colin Hart, director of The Chris-
tian Institute, one of the plaintiffs in the
case. He added that there is no way for
parents to opt-out or be the named person
for their own child. The law, set to go into
effect in August, assigns a guardian—a
teacher, nurse, midwife, social worker, or
other government-employed person—to
monitor the “wellbeing” of every Scottish
child from birth to age 18.

Gary Smalley dies
Renowned Christian speaker and au-

thor Gary Smalley died March 6 following
a bout with heart complications and kid-
ney disease. He was 75. The marriage
champion, who for years was a fixture of

Focus on the Family,
and appeared on
Oprah, NBC’s Today
Show, and Fox and
Friends, leaves a
legacy of more than
60 best-sellers full of
biblical advice on rela-
tionships. Healing

marriages was Smalley’s calling. When his
son, Greg Smalley, thinks about his dad,
he recalls Isaiah 61:4: “They will rebuild
the ancient ruins and restore the places
long devastated.”

“He saw those ‘cities long devastated’
as families and became passionate about
restoring families,” Greg Smalley said. For
nearly 50 years, Smalley’s seminars,
books, and other materials helped repair
relationships by pointing people to godly
principles of love and forgiveness. His
books have sold more than 5 million
copies.

Ken and Joni

SMALLEY
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Here are two campers who had very dif-
ferent experiences with the camps they
chose:
“I went to summer camp and it

stunk!!!!! All of the people in my cabin
were soooo mean!!!!! The camp I went
to made it feel like school. I am going to
a new camp next year. Hopefully it’ll be
better.”

—Rocky, 12
“I had tons of fun! I got to make new

friends and I got to do a whole bunch of
fun activities. We played fear factor. It
was so cool. I can’t wait
until next year!”

—Ashley, 13
So how do you make

sure that your camp ex-
perience is like Ashley’s,
and not Rocky’s? The first step is to
think about what YOU want out of a
camp. Ask yourself these questions:
nDo I want to go to a day camp, or

am I ready for sleepaway camp? There’s
no rule that at a certain age, you should

be going to one or the other. A day camp
might be a great first experience that will
get you ready for sleepaway camp in fu-
ture years. It’s also a good choice if you
or your family aren’t sure you’re ready
to spend time apart, or if the cost of
camp is an issue.
nHow far away do I want to go? Are

you anxious to go to a camp that’s
halfway across the country, or would
you feel more comfortable at one that’s
just outside of town?
n How long do I want to stay? Do

you think you want a camp that lasts
two, four, or six weeks, or would four or
five nights be enough for you? Are you

ready to be away from
home for a long time, or
do you just want a short
camp experience?
nHow big do I want

my camp to be? Which
would fit you best: a big camp with lots
of cabins and hundreds of kids, or a
smaller camp with just a few dozen
campers? Do big groups mean that you
make even more friends, or are you the
type of person who gets lost in a crowd

and does better in small groups?
n How “traditional” do I want my

camp to be? Are you looking to really get
back to nature with rustic cabins and
few of the luxuries of home, or do you
want your camp to be up-to-the minute
modern with extras like cell-phone
privileges and Internet access? In other
words, how “camp-like” do you want
your camp to be? Remember: not all
camps are in the “deep woods.” Some
are close to towns, and others are on col-

lege campuses!
n What activities are important to

me? Are you determined to go canoeing,
swimming, and fishing? Then you’ll
want to look for a camp that’s on a lake
and offers those activities. Are crafts and
theater more important to you? Look
for a camp that has these programs and
don’t worry so much about a lake. If you
have a favorite camp activity that’s a
“deal-breaker” (in other words, you’d
never be happy at a camp that doesn’t

offer it), make sure the adults who are
helping you choose a camp know about
it.
nDo I want a lot of structure? Some

camps fill up the days and nights with
scheduled, structured activities, while
others allow campers more free time.
Which type of atmosphere is better for
you?
n Do I want a general camp or one

with a specialty? Are you looking for the
“classic” camp experience with lots of
different activities, or do you want to ac-
complish one thing, like losing weight,
performing in a musical, or training in
a particular sport? There will be a big
difference between “general” summer
camps and camps with a single theme
or goal.
n What can my family afford? If

there’s a camp that you desperately want
to go to but the fees are too high for your
family’s budget, it’s important to accept
that. Camps run by non-profit or com-
munity organizations may be less ex-
pensive (and just as much fun). Many
camps offer scholarships or financial aid
to deserving campers, so be sure to ex-
plore this option too!
n Talk about these questions with

n CAMP
continued from page 1

See CAMP page 9

Serious questions
kids should ask
themselves in

choosing a camp

For KIDS ONLY! How to choose a camp
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Living Waters now trains mission-minded college students
Living Waters Christian Canoe Min-

istry has been an outfitter in Central
Missouri since 2000.  A beloved section
of the Big Niangua is outfitted solely by
this camp, offering an enjoyable stretch
of spring-fed river that is unspoiled by
activities of revelers on other Ozark
rivers.  Enjoyed by scouts, church
groups, and families, the camp is one of
a kind.  In the first decade, the ministry
partnered with former Camp Cherry
Mountain and also with Windermere
for facilities.  In the past four years, the
camp has expanded from a simple take
out to a camp ground with an extraor-
dinary experience that includes tent
camping, tipis, tree houses and above
ground camping dubbed Eagle’s Nests.
This year, Living Waters announced

a new internship program to train col-
lege students to lead outdoor adventures
around the globe.  This challenge, or
stretch exercise, is called a trek.   In
global missions, there is a biblical calling
to “look upon the fields” as we make
Christ famous on the Earth.  Any be-
liever who has taken a “stretch” short
term mission trip has likely been on a

trek.  UP Global Network, founded by
former Olathe Bible Church Missions
Pastor Dr. Rex  Bonar, is partnering with
Living Waters Christian Canoe Ministry
in 2016 to launch a new initiative for in-
terns which trains the fundamentals of
Christian Outdoor Adventure Leader-
ship (Based on the Ashley Denton book
by that name).
Six to 10 college-age men and women

will be tutored by Dr. Bonar and Living
Waters co-directors, Paul and Julie
Ewing, in a paid internship that gives ex-

periential training, a share of camp
maintenance, and work in a test kitchen
where interns will be serving guests
every weekend throughout the summer.
The internship is structured to be a

stretch exercise as interns develop skills
for their lives and their calling.  The in-
terns will train in endurance, decision
making, community building, outdoor
and interpersonal skills.  After complet-
ing the internship, the intended plan is
for the graduates to be prepared to lead

Come ACT. SING. DANCE. LIVE!
with Christian Youth Theater Kansas
City. CYTKC offers summer theater
camps across the KC metro area that
are out of this world! The two themes
for their week-long musical-theater
day camps this year are “Disney from
the Inside Out” and “Muppet May-
hem!” and include half-day camps
(ages 4-5 & 5-7) and full-day camps
(ages 7-12), each offered six times
throughout the summer at various
locations.
Xtreme camps (non-musi-

cal drama camps for ages 10-
15) include “Star Wars,”
“Sherlock,” “Hunger Games,”
and “Supernatural” and are held
at our CYT Studios. Another fa-
vorite is “Camp Willy” (a Shake-

speare camp for ages 12-18), featuring
excerpts this year from Much Ado
About Nothing.
They also offer two fabulous

overnight camps, both held on the
beautiful campus of MidAmerica
Nazarene University. Middle school
overnight camp (ages 11-14) will be

Godspell, Jr., with two full-

length performances July 28 & 29 at
the Bell Center. The High School Mas-
ter Camp (ages 14-19) will learn the
classic musical, Anything Goes, with
four full-length performances July 22-
24, also at the Bell Center. 
CYT is the nation’s largest youth

theater program and is dedicated to
developing character in children and
adults through training in the arts and
by producing wholesome family enter-
tainment, all of which reflect Judeo-
Christian vales. 

Christian Youth Theater offers fun on the stage

i moreinformation

For more information
about their camps or

CYTKC in general, visit
www.CYTKC.org or call

913.681.3318 

See LIVING WATERS page 9

ind us on
acebook facebook.com/metro voice news



Having worked in camps for over 20 years, and
now with a full house of kids myself, I want to
equip parents across the country who are looking
to send their children to camp.
Summer camp is almost as American as apple

pie and baseball. Movies have tried to document
the uniqueness of this experience. Unfortunately,
I've yet to see one that came close to pinpointing
why a healthy week at summer camp is so good
for a child.
When I simply take the words "summer" and

"camp" and use them in the same sentence, my
mind quickly jumps to mosquitos, tents, canoes,
smores, and Kumbaya. Sadly, I think most picture
the same thing, which falls way short of what a
week of summer camp could be.
I realize for many with small kids, the idea of

allowing your child to camp can be scary. Over the
years, though, I have seen far too many success
stories. A child who was scared, fearful or just sim-
ply didn't want to be at camp, often turns into the
camper who loves it the most. There's a reason for
this.
If I had to narrow it down to my top five rea-

sons camp is so great for kids, here is what they
would be:

1. It's an opportunity 
to disconnect. 
Our culture is loud. I don't mean loud as in vol-

ume level. Our culture is loud in that there is all
sorts of ambient noise going on all the time. Be-
tween school, sports, homework, cell phones,
video games, Facebook -- to name a few -- kids
today can be spread so thin they are ready to

break.
When they come to camp, they turn in their cell

phones, unplug their music, and begin to breathe
deeply again. It is very fun to see kids surprised by
a sunset, or in awe at the sound of crickets at night.
Within the first two days at camp, you can begin
to see the walls of protection come crashing down.

2. It's a great place 
to be known. 
Most wouldn't admit it, but we all want to be

known. When you sleep in the same cabin with
seven or eight other campers over a period of 6
days, great friendships can be formed. These
friendships can become such a support through-
out the year as life unfolds.
The relationship with the counselor should be

the best one. I continually hear great stories of
campers opening up to their counselors and shar-
ing their souls with them. When they do, there is
such a sense of relief. They can be known, and
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n CAMP
continued from page 7

frequent treks in areas and commu-
nities where missions work is already
on the ground.  This will create com-
merce where there is a need for com-
mercial treks in an area.  There are
already expectations for treks in the
Himalayas and in Ethiopia.  It is
hoped that other missions agencies
will identify areas and opportunities
to grow the program.
Conceived as a ministry of evan-

gelism (still to this day, men in the
church are more willing to invite
unchurched men to go canoeing
than any other ministry-sponsored
event), Living Waters evolved into a
ministry of disciple making.  Now it
grows into a training ground for men
and women who will lead treks on
the mission field all over the world.
Over the years, God knit together a
tapestry of what seemed like setbacks
and faith challenges to prepare Living
Waters for much more.
Living Waters Christian Canoe

Ministry is still accepting applications
for internship positions for a limited
time.  You can learn more at
www.John738.com

n LIVING WATERS
continued from page 8

by KEVIN EAST

WHY SUMMER CAMP IS GREAT FOR KIDS

See KIDS page 20

“Have you ever: played lazer tag
in the woods, jumped off a 25

foot high ropes platform, jumped
on a "blob" in a pool, or been on
the back of horse? Most would
say no.  These experiences --
done safely -- are priceless.”

your family to decide what type of
camp you want to attend. Now all you
have to do is find it!
Here are some tips:
nCheck with friends and neighbors.

Try asking people you know about
their summer camp experiences. Have
they been to camp? What was it like?
Have they heard of anyone who had a
good or bad time at a particular camp?
Remember: just because somebody else
liked a certain camp, it doesn’t mean
you will. Try to get all the details (not
just a general “good” or “bad” rating)
so you can use your own judgment.
n Check with local organizations.

Does your community have a YMCA
or  YWCA? What about your church or
denomination or a friend’s church?
Call or visit these organizations with
your folks, and find out what they
know about good summer camp pro-
grams. 
There a tons of cool and fun camps

in Missouri and Kansas. With a little re-
search, you are sure to find one that is
perfect for you, and will make for your
best summer ever!

–PBSKids.org



A federal study shows that one in four
Americans volunteered through an or-
ganization, and three in five helped their
neighbors last year.
The annual Volunteering and Civic

Life in America research, released by the
Corporation for National and Commu-
nity Service (CNCS) and the National
Conference on Citizenship, shows that
service to others continues to be a pri-
ority for millions of Americans. 
“We are calling on Americans to vol-

unteer in their communities, and to in-
vite their friends and families to join
them,” said Wendy Spencer, CEO of the
Corporation for National and Commu-
nity Service.   “Volunteers enrich our
communities and keep our nation
strong. Service also connects us with our
neighbors and provides a chance to use
our skills for the common good.  There
are so many ways we can make a differ-

ence for those in need, during the holi-
day season and throughout the entire
year.”
This year’s report found that 62.8

million adults (25.3 percent) volun-
teered through an organization last year.
Altogether, Americans volunteered
nearly 7.96 billion hours last year, worth
an estimated $184 billion, based on the
independent sector’s estimate of the av-
erage value of a volunteer hour. The vol-
unteer rate consistently remains stable
and strong. Over the past 13 years,
Americans volunteered 104.9 billion
hours, worth an estimated $2.1 trillion.
In addition, more than 138 million

Americans (62.5 percent) also engaged
in informal volunteering in their com-
munities, helping neighbors with such
tasks as watching each other’s children,
helping with shopping, or house sitting. 
“At this time of heightened unease,

the civic health of our country and en-
gagement of our citizens is particularly
important,” said Ilir Zherka, executive
director of the National Conference on
Citizenship.
“That's why all sectors of society from

nonprofits, to our government, to busi-
nesses should redouble their efforts to
promote greater connections among
Americans. Our civic health is strongest
when people trust and help their neigh-
bors and engage with their govern-
ment.”
The research shows that overall rate

of volunteering remains strong and sta-
ble, despite a slight decrease from the
previous year, and that Americans’ com-
mitment to volunteering spans across

generations.  Key highlights of the re-
port include:
• Generation X leads volunteering

among generations. Americans aged 35-
44 had the highest volunteer rate (29.8
percent) followed by those aged 45-54
(28.5 percent). Generation X also re-
ports the highest rates of participation
in organizations among all generational
groups at 40.5 percent.

• One in five (21.7 percent) of Mil-
lennials (aged 16-32) volunteered.
Young adults aged 18-24 attending col-
lege volunteer at twice the rate (26.6
percent) of their non-college attending
peers (13.2 percent).

• Older Americans, including Baby
Boomers and members of the Silent

Generation, tend to volunteer more
hours. In 2014, the age groups with the
highest median hours among volun-
teers were ages 65-74 (81 hours) and
those 75 and older (100+ hours).

• The volunteer rate of parents with
children under age 18 is higher than the
national average at 31.6 percent. Work-
ing mothers continue to maintain the
highest rate of volunteering among all
populations at 36 percent.

• More than one-third of Americans
(36.3 percent) are involved in a school,
civic, recreational, religious, or other or-
ganization. Americans most frequently
volunteer with religious groups (34 per-
cent), followed closely by education or
youth service groups, and social or com-
munity groups.
The report also measures volunteer-

ing at the state and local level. Utah,
Idaho, Wisconsin, Minnesota, and
Kansas claim the top five state spots.
Among cities, baby boomer volun-
teerism places Kansas City in the top
five.
“Every day, volunteers of all ages are

giving their time and talents to solve
problems and make our nation
stronger,” Spencer said. “Whether tutor-
ing students or connecting veterans to
services or responding to natural disas-
ters, Americans are doing extraordinary
things to improve lives and strengthen
communities.  As they serve others, vol-
unteers help themselves by learning new
skills, increasing job prospects, and even
improving their health.”
In 2013, CNCS released Volunteering

as a Pathway to Employment, research
which found that unemployed individ-
uals who volunteer over the next year
have 27 percent higher odds of being
employed at the end of the year than
non-volunteers. Among rural vol-
unteers and volunteers without a high
school diploma, the likelihood increases
by 55 and 51 percent, respectively.
Volunteers provide critical support to

our nation's nonprofit, civic, and faith-
based organizations, offering time, skills,
and monetary support.  The Volunteer-
ing and Civic Life in America research
found that volunteers are almost twice
as likely to donate to charity as non-vol-
unteers. Nearly 80 percent of volunteers
donated to charity, compared to 40 per-
cent of non-volunteers.  Overall, half of
all citizens (50.5 percent) donated at
least $25 to charity in 2014. 
The full analysis and customizable

data sets can be found at volunteeringi-
namerica.gov.
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AMERICA MADE UP OF STRONG VOLUNTEER SPIRIT



aging people to seek out imaginative
ways to engage in their communities.
With a theme that changes yearly, the
occasion is all about showing the good
that is possible when we pull to-
gether as a nation.
A program of Points of

Light, National Volunteer
Week has grown enor-
mously since its inception
in 1974, with thousands of
volunteer projects and spe-
cial events scheduled through-
out the week.
If you are looking for a way to plug in,

or you are in a leadership position and
want to organize your church or orga-
nization’s members to get involved,
there are many ways to do so. One good
step is to develop a list of interested in-
dividuals and have them list their tal-

ents. No talent is too small! Have expe-
rience sewing? There are opportunities
in Kansas City to teach new immigrants
skills to assist them with supporting
themselves. Like to work on cars? Many
organizations plan regular outreaches
that provide simple, and free, car repair

to single moms. Enjoy reading?
School districts are looking for
volunteers to work with
young struggling readers. 
You can also just go out

and create your own op-
portunity. Help an elderly

neighbor with spring clean-
up. Offer to clean windows,

paint a fence or clean out a garage. The
opportunities are endless.
All of these ideas may seem simple.

Maybe too simple in your mind but
they are life changing to the person or
organization you are assisting.
So what are you waiting for? Let’s get

to volunteering!

n VOLUNTEER
continued from page 1
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Community engagement in KS, MO
Kansas
Overall, in Kansas in 2014 (latest figures available):
n 35.1% of residents volunteer, ranking them 5th

among the 50 states and Washington, DC.
n 732,910 volunteers
n 31.9 volunteer hours per capita
n 70.2 million hours of service
n $1.6 billion of service contributed
n 55.9% of residents donate $25 or more to charity

Civic Life in Kansas (2013 data)
n 92.8% frequently eat dinner with other members

of the household
n 87.3% frequently talk with neighbors
n 44.2% of residents participate in groups and/or

organizations
n 66.9% of residents engage in "informal volun-

teering" (for example, doing favors for neighbors)

Missouri
Overall, in Missouri in 2014 (latest figures available)::
n 30.2% of residents volunteer, ranking them 17th

among the 50 states and Washington, DC.
n 1.30 million volunteers
n 30.9 volunteer hours per capita
n 146.1 million hours of service
n $3.4 billion of service contributed
n 55.8% of residents donate $25 or more to charity

Civic Life in Missouri (2013 data)
n 96% frequently eat dinner with other members

of the household
n 87.3% frequently talk with neighbors
n 42.2% of residents participate in groups and/or

organizations
n 62.1% of residents engage in "informal volunteer-

ing" (for example, doing favors for neighbors)

Want to get involved? It’s easy!
Follow these steps to make your ex-
perience rewarding and your service
invaluable.

Where to begin?
1. Visit the websites of local serv-

ice organizations and sign up.
2. Browse opportunities for service

at area nonprofits by issue or by
when you are available.
3. Find a project that interests you.

The listing will give you plenty of de-
tails about the opportunity. 
4. When you are ready to commit

to a specific service opportunity, sign
up for the project.
5. Make note of the community

partner and feel free to contact the
organization directly so you can get
started as quickly as possible. 

Find the Right Opportunity
Make sure you find the opportunity

that suits you best!
nChoose a church, nonprofit or

school that does work you are pas-
sionate about. If you love nature con-
sider Bridging the Gap; if you are
concerned about homelessness con-
sider a shelter such as City Union
Mission, the Salvation Army or
restart.
nFind an opportunity that matches

your skills, interests, and schedule. 
nIntroduce yourself to the organi-

zation and share information such as
where you have done service or
service-learning work in the past.
nStay in contact for service

needs.

Be a Great Resource
Part of having a great community

service experience relies on your
ability to be a great resource to the
organization. These basic principles
are good to keep in mind:
nBe professional.
nHonor your commitments –

show up at the time you say you will
show up and if you need to cancel let
the organization know.
nExtend gratitude to an organiza-

tion for any training or professional
development you receive
If you are volunteering directly

with people, consistency is espe-
cially important.  

Tips to effective volunteering

i moreinformation
To get  plugged in, try

www.volunteermatch.org 
www.Pointsoflight.org



CONCERTS
YOUNG CHRISTIAN’S WEEKEND 2016. April
1-3. Silver Dollar City, Branson, MO. Groups in-
clude: The Neverclaim, Skillet, Flame, and Kut-
less. The Ultimate 3-day youth event including
live bands, powerful workshops, national speak-
ers and some of the world’s greatest thrill rides.
TIM HAWKINS LIVE. April 3, 6:30 pm. First Bap-
tist Raytown, 10500 E. 350 Hwy., Raytown, MO
64138. 816-353-1994.
HARPIST GREG BUCHANAN IN CONCERT.
April 3, 6:00 PM.  College Church of the Nazarene
2020 E. Sheridan, Olathe, Kansas.  (913) 764-4575
THE JIM BRADY TRIO. April 7, 7:00 pm. First
Baptist Church Kearney, 2151 S. Jefferson St.,
Kearney, MO 64060. 816-628-6653.

SANDI PATTY-THE FAREWELL TOUR. April 7,
7:00 pm. First Baptist Raytown, 10500 E. 350
Hwy., Raytown, MO 64138. 816-353-1994. 
BEAUTIFUL OFFERING TOUR. April 9, 7:00 pm-
10:00 pm. Smith-Cotton Jr. High School, 312 E.
Broadway, Sedalia, MO 65301. Sponsored by
Sedalia Christian Outreach. 
SWEET SPIRIT & FRIENDS MUSIC OUT-
REACH. April 16, 6:00 pm (Food) 7:00 pm
(Music). Moment of Truth Bible Baptist Church,
310 S. Randolph Rd., Claycomo, MO 64119. Come
on by, bring a friend and enjoy an evening of
great food and music. We’ll fill you up right down
to your Soul! 816-591-9303.
TIME OF MY LIFE TOUR. April 16, 7:00 p.m.
Word of Life Church, 3902 N. Riverside Road, St.

Joseph, MO 64505.  Tickets available on
iTickets.com.  Compassion International.  GA
$17.50 * VIP $30.  After April 10th:  GA $20 * VIP
$35.  Concert brought to you by Outreach Pro-
ductions, LLC. Featuring: The Afters, Chris Au-
gust, Unspoken and Special, Among The Thirsty.
A portion of the proceeds will go to the Cold
Weather Shelter for homeless men in St. Joseph
SAINTS & SINNERS TOUR 2016. April 21, 7:00
pm. Abundant Life Baptist Church, 304 Persels
Rd., Lee’s Summit, MO 64081. $15-$25. Matt
Maher, John Tibbs. 
FOCUS ON THE FAMILY: CHONDA PIERCE
WITH KARYN WILLIAMS. May 3, 7:00 pm
(doors 6:00 pm). First Baptist Church Raytown,
10500 E. 350 Hwy., Raytown, MO 64138

THE DIXIE ECHOES. May 13, 7:00 pm. First Bap-
tist Church Kearney, 2151 S. Jefferson St., Kear-
ney, MO 64060. 816-628-6653.
RESOUND FEST 2016. June 10-11. Miracle Hills
Christian Camp Grounds, 35556 W. 200th Ave.,
Bethany, MO 64424. Groups include: Building
429, Tenth Avenue North, Lauren Daigle, 7eventh
Time Down, and Stars Go Dim

SOUTHERN GOSPEL
(Call for groups)
ALPHA OMEGA CHRISTIAN MUSIC ASSOCIA-
TION MONTHLY MEETING, PRAYER, DEVO-
TION, POTLUCK AND JAM. FIRST FRIDAY, 7pm.
10035 E. Westport Rd., Indep., MO 64052.  
MO-KAN GOSPEL MUSIC ASSOCIATION
POTLUCK AND JAM. FOURTH FRIDAY (except
for Nov. & Dec. when we meet on the 3rd Fri.).
Northland Christian Church, 6120 NE 48th St.,
KCMO.   913-432-0359.
PENTECOSTAL TABERNACLE CHURCH, SEC-
OND SATURDAY, 6pm.  341 S. 72nd St., Kansas
City, KS 66111.  Praise and Worship songs of Zion.
913-334-1009.
CGMA NW MO CHAPTER MEETING, GOSPEL
MUSIC AND POTLUCK. SECOND SATURDAY.
Faith Assembly of God Church, South 13 Hwy,
Polo, MO.  Travel North on I-35 North, go North
of Liberty to the Polo/Lathrop Exit.  Turn right
onto 116 Hwy.  Go 12 miles to 13 Hwy.  Turn left
and go ¼ mile.  pegcla@msn.com.

MOMENT OF TRUTH BIBLE BAPTIST
CHURCH. THIRD SATURDAY in January, May,
September & October, 7pm.  310 Randolph Rd,
Claycomo, MO.  Gospel music sing.  816-452-
4426.
RADIANT LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD. LAST
SUNDAY, 6:30 p.m.  Hwy. 33, Kearney, MO.  Open
mike.  Gospel sing.  
GOSPEL JAMBOREE.  SECOND THURSDAY, 7
p.m.  Life Christian Center, 1650 E Langsford
Road, Lee’s Summit, MO.  816-878-4694.   
PARADISE BAPTIST CHURCH.  SECOND SUN-
DAY, 6 p.m.  Pot luck dinner at 5 p.m.  Paradise
Missouri.  816-591-1020.

CLASSES, SEMINARS, 
CONFERENCES
RECONCILIATION WEEKENDS. Early Reg. be-
gins Apr. 8.  If Not For Grace Ministries serves the
abortion wounded, deadline is April 22nd. Con-
tact If Not For Grace Ministries for details 816-
847-2911 or for more information visit infg.org.
RESTORE 2016-SMITHTON OUTPOURING
20th ANNIVERSARY CONFERENCE. Through
April 3. World Revival Church, 9900 View High
Drive, Kansas City, MO 64134. Join Pastor Steve
& Kathy Gray, along with their special guest, Dr.
Michael Brown, as World Revival Church cele-
brates the 20th anniversary of the “Smithton
Outpouring” and anticipates a new season of

SANDI PATTY –THE FAREWELL TOUR. 7:00 PM. FIRST BAPTIST RAYTOWN, 10500 E.
350 HIGHWAY, RAYTOWN, MO. FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL 816-353-1994.
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t h e even t scalendar
Kansas City’s most complete guide to the events and concerts you want to see!

FREE LISTINGS
in the Metro Voice
Calendar!
Metro Voice, PO Box 1114
Lee’s Summit, MO 64063
metrovoicecalendar@gmail.com
PLEASE NOTE: Your item must be in by
the 3rd Wednesday of each month for 
following month’s issue.Submit Your Events Online for FREE!  Visit www.metrovoicenews.com

Compiled by Anita Widaman 

Family Events, Christian Concerts, Theatre, Youth Events, Meetings, Clubs, Bible Studies, Family Fun, Speakers and More!

calendar continuned on next page
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colonialkc.org � � � ColonialKC

Colonial Presbyterian Church is proud to present for one night only...

Sunday, April 10, 6:30 p.m.
Colonial Presbyterian Church, 9500 Wornall Road, KC MO 

Tickets are $5.00 in advance at events.colonialkc.org 
$7.00 at the door (credit cards cannot be accepted at the door)

 
Acts the 3-Man Show is a full length action drama based on the powerful New Testament 

book. Armed with one of the great dramatic narratives in the Bible, three men take the 
stage to play all the roles – Peter, Paul, Stephen, Herod, Nero and dozens of others.
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global revival. In addition to Dr. Michael Brown,
other key revival leaders will be speaking such
Integrity Artist and Worship Leader Dustin Smith,
Pastor Brent Rudoski from Faith Alive Family
Church, and many others. 816-763-0708.
LIVE ON PURPOSE. April 5, 12:00-1:00 pm.
Grace Christian Fellowship Church, 7230 Quivira
Rd., Shawnee, KS. Free Lunch and Learn. Billy Kit-
tle, owner of Bros B4 Bows speaks to us on “Goal
Setting 101”. Bring your own Lunch or buy one
for $5 by RSVP. Enter at Connect Room. 
AVOID PROBATE. April 5, 7:00 pm. Lewis Living
Trust Center. 700 NE Langsford, Lee’s Summit,
MO 64063. 816-524-3200.
OUTPOUR 2016 HOLY GHOST REVIVAL.April
6-7, 7:00 pm; April 8, 7:00 pm; April 9, 10:00 am-
12:00 pm; April 10, 11:00 am. Faith Temple
Church, 1162 SW Lincoln St., Topeka, KS 66604.
Apostle Herman Murray Jr., Bishop Jack C.
Vaughn, Evg. Angela Cummings, and Dr. George
Westlake, Jr. 
JEWISH COMMUNITY TEFILAT SHALOM: A
SERVICE OF COMFORT AND PEACE. April 7,
6:30 pm. Village Shalom, 5500 W. 123rd St, Over-
land Park, KS 66209. Transitions in our lives, no
matter what kind, can be unsettling. Join us for
this service of spiritual self-care and anchor your-
self in the comfort of community and tradition,
with renewed hope for what lies ahead. 913-327-
8250.
HEALING EXPLOSION. April 8-10. Christ Tri-
umphant Church, 401 NE Chipman, Lee’s Sum-
mit, MO 64063. Registration is FREE! Offerings
will be taken. Cal & Michelle Pierce the directors
of the International Associates of Healing Rooms
will be speaking at the conference. It begins Fri-
day the 8th @ 7:00 pm, three sessions on Satur-
day and Cal will speak on Sunday @ 10:00 am.
816-331-8023, healingrooms.com
CHRISTIAN MEN’S RALLY.April 9. First Baptist
Church Leavenworth, 340 N 13th, Leavenworth,
KS 66048. Our featured speakers are Dan Erick-
son “People Maters Ministries” and Rod Handley
“Men of Integrity”. 913-683-2895.
OUTSMART THE SCAMMERS. April 12, 12:00-
1:00 pm. Grace Christian Fellowship Church, 7230
Quivira Rd., Shawnee, KS. Free Lunch and Learn.
Keith Winterhalter, Financial Advisor give us wis-
dom on protecting ourselves from theft. Bring
your own lunch or buy one for $5.
EVANGELIST JOHN RAMIREZ.  Apr. 15, 7
p.m.; Apr. 16, 7 p.m.; Apr. 17, 11 a.m. & 7 p.m.

First Love Ministries Church, 4747 Hadley Ave.,
OPKS.  Free.  No child care.
www.firstlovekc.org  913-403-9644
AVER, DAVID AND JAMIE BOSKEY.  Apr. 16,
10 a.m.  Messianic recording artists who lives
in Israel.   Leads a college aged Bible study.
HaOlam Messianic Congregation, 7029 W 74th
St, Overland Park, KS.913-383-8448
TEA-NUTRITION ON THE GO. April 19, 12:00-
1:00. Grace Christian Fellowship Church, 7230
Quivira Rd., Shawnee, KS. Karlie Vaughn from Tea
Market shares with us the fantastic health ben-
efits of tea. Bring your own lunch or buy one for
$5 by RSVP.
NATIONAL HISPANIC BRIEFING. April 19, 9:00
am-3:00 pm. Colorado Christian University, 8787
W. Alameda Ave., Lakewood, CO 80226. FREE.
www.watchmenpastors.org. 
AVOID PROBATE. April 21, 7:00 pm. Lewis Liv-
ing Trust Center. 700 NE Langsford, Lee’s Summit,
MO 64063. 816-524-3200.
MIDWEST PARENT EDUCATORS HOME-
SCHOOL CONFERENCE & CURRICULUM FAIR.
Apr. 21 – 23. Apr. 21, Keynote session 7:00pm;
April 22, Exhibit Hall 9:00 am-6:00 pm & Work-
shops 9:00 am-6:30 pm; April 23, Exhibit Hall
9:00 am-5:00 pm & Workshops 9:00 am-4:00
pm. Thursday’s Keynote Session, Emmanuel Bap-
tist Church, 10100 Metcalf Ave., Overland Park,
KS 66212. Friday & Saturday, KCI Expo Center,
11730 N. Ambassador Drive, Kansas City, MO. At-
the-door $60/family, Exhibit Hall Pass $20/fam-
ily. Speakers include: Steve & Annette
Economides, Dennis Gundersen, Bob Sjogren.
180+ vendors and 60+ workshops.
UNEXPECTED PLACES WOMEN’S CONFER-
ENCE. April 23, 8:30 am. Olathe Community Cen-
ter, 1205 E Kansas City Rd., Olathe, KS 66062. $40
includes Conference, light breakfast and lunch.
Through worship, prayer, teaching, and inspiring
stories you will …Connect with God and others,
Discover the opportunity God has for you in this
season, Receive the Lord’s power and provision
for unique purpose, Learn about the give and
take of transformation, Find inspiration and en-
couragement through the stories of women like
you. www.unexpectedplaces.me e-mail: unex-
pectedplacesteam@gmail.com 
THE LUTHERAN WOMEN’S MISSIONARY
LEAGUE MO DISTRICT KANSAS CITY SOUTH
ZONE 2016 SPRING RALLY. April 23, 9:30 am.
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, 5901 E. 135th St.,

Grandview, MO 64030. The cost is $5.00. Lunch-
eon is provided. Please call if babysitting is
needed. The 2016 Spring Rally Ingathering is
monetary donations for the Lutheran Church
Missouri Synod Disaster Response-Flood recov-
ery in Missouri and Illinois. Karen Engebretson,

organist at Peace Lutheran Church, will inspire
and entertain us with her musical gifts and cre-
ativity! Registration is at 9:00 am and opening
devotion begins at 9:30 am. 816-763-3211.
CHRISTIAN YOUTH IN ACTION 2016. April 26
(evening) at Blue Ridge Church, Kansas City, MO

(Jr. CYIA). May 6 (evening) – May 7 at CEF Head-
quarters in Warrenton, MO (Jr. CYIA). June 4 at
Blue Ridge Church, Kansas City, MO. June 12-25
at Genesis Bible Church, Hannibal, MO. Christian
Youth in Action (CYIA) is a short-term, summer

calendar continuned on next page
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RESTORE 2016 –SMITHTON OUTPOURING 20TH ANNIVERSARY CONFERENCE AT THE
WORLD REVIVAL CHURCH. FEATURING DR. MICHAEL BROWN (PICTURED).

Thursday, April 21 • 7 - 9:30 PM
Abundant Life, Lee's Summit

304 SW Persels Rd, Lees Summit, Missouri 64081

Artist Circle $25.00 • Premium General Admission $18.00 
General Admission $15.00

Seating is first come and first serve within each General Admission price level. 
$18 Premium General Admission is the Gen. Admission section closest to the stage.

Tickets online at: www.itickets.com



ministry (and mission trip) dedicated to the train-
ing and development of committed Christians
(ages 14-18) who want to be equipped to reach
children for Christ. Jr. CYIA is specialized training
for ages 12-13. www.cefonline.com/CYIA 816-358-
1138.
TAKING CARE OF ME: MANAGING STRESS
WHILS+E PROVIDING QUALITY CARE. April
27, 9:30-11:00 am. Jewish Community Campus,
5801 W. 115th St., Overland Park, KS 66211. The
course provides information t deal with stress
affiliated with being a caregiver and a plan for
how to help you take care of yourself. Sponsor
with VITAS Healthcare. 913-327-8000.
SOUTH KANSAS CITY AGLOW. April 30, 9:00
am. Grandview Assembly of God, 12400 Grand-
view Rd., Grandview MO 64030. Speaker,
Aarolyn Fraser is a women of God. She will bless
and encourage you. Come join us in Worship and
fellowship. 816-966-1033.
FIBROMYALGIA AWARENESS CONFERENCE.
April 30.  St. Joseph Medical Center. Visit www.fi-
brocoalition.org or call 913-384-4673 for further
information. The Fibromyalgia Coalition is host-
ing a one day Conference 
REV. MIKE KEYES. May 1, 10:30 am & 6:00 pm.
Church on the Rock Outreach Center, 1700 SW
Market St., Lee’s Summit, MO. Keyes is a mission-
ary/apostle to the Philippines. 816-246-7625.
WATCHMEN ON THE WALL 2016 CHAMPI-
ONING PASTORS TO TRANSFORM AMERICA.
May 25-27. Hyatt Regency on Capitol Hill, Wash-
ington, D.C. Pastors only $249, includes two
nights’ lodging and meals. Limited time to senior
pastor-space is limited. Will you impact our na-
tion for Christ? Sponsored by Family Research
Council. To register or for more information call

1-800-225-4008. 
HER CHOICE TO HEAL.  June 13.   Our next
Her Choice to Heal class starts the week of
June 13th, 2016. If Not For Grace provides
services for women, men and families strug-
gling from the effect of an abortion. Contact
Jama at 816-847-2911 or jedlund@infg.org.
For more information visit infg.org.
IT’S ONLY FOREVER! June 20 – 23.  Faith
Ministries Community Church, 12222 Blue
Ridge Ext., Grandview, Mo  64030.  816-965-
7141
CROSSROADS RODEO BIBLE CAMP - Jul. 8-
11 & 12-16, Leavenworth Co. Fairgrounds,
Tonganoxie, Ks. Grades 5-8: Jul 8-11; Grades 9-
12: Jul 12-16. Camp activities: meals & snacks,
skill building, music, Bible study, rodeo partici-

pation. Register at CrossroadsCowboy-
Church.net. Facebook: Crossroads Rodeo Bible
Camp. For info: C3RBC@yahoo.com.

SPECIAL CHURCH  
EVENTS
5K RUN TO THE CROSS. April 2, 8:00 am. Mi-
dAmerica Nazarene University, 2030 E. College
Way, Olathe, KS 66062. A fun walk/run on the
campus of MidAmerica Nazarene University. Pro-
ceeds goes to the JESUS Film Harvest Partners
ministry. 913-333-7249.
LADY LASSITER DAY. April 3, 4:00 pm. Faith
Temple Church, 1162 SW Lincoln, Topeka, KS.
Faith Temple Church family is honoring our Co-
Pastor, Lady Sandra K. Lassiter. 
MISSOURI RIGHT TO LIFE “SHOW ME LIFE”

PRO-LIFE ACTION DAY. April 5, 10:00 am Reg-
istration. Missouri State Capital, 1st Floor Ro-
tunda,  Jefferson City, MO. Come to Jefferson City
for Pro-Life Action Day to encourage your legis-
lators to pass pro-life legislation. Lobby your leg-
islators. Join the Noon Rally featuring Guest
Speaker Abby Johnson. She is the founder of
“And Then There Were None,” a ministry de-
signed to assist abortion clinic workers out of the
industry. Wear red for life! 573-635-5110.
MAKE A DIFFERENCE DAY. April 8 and 9, 8:00
am to 5:00 pm, St. Paul's Church of the Nazarene,
8500 E 80th Terrace, Kansas City, MO will give
away free clothes, coats, bedding, and shoes.
Larger household items will be offered for dona-
tions. The church is accepting contributions
Wednesdays from 7 to 8 pm. Pick up is available,
816-509-7130.
LOVE’S OUTREACH COMMUNITY FOOD DIS-
TRIBUTION.April 9, 10:00-11:00 am. Church on
the Rock Outreach Center, 1700 SW Market St.,
Lee’s Summit, MO. Free food for families in need.
Valid ID and proof of residency needed to par-
ticipate. Free and open to the public. 816-246-
7625.
LIGHT HOUSE GALA. April 9, 6:00 pm-10:00
pm. Armacost Museum, 4200 E. 135th St., Grand-
view, MO 64030. All proceeds go to support the
ministries of the LIGHT House. 816-898-1094.
HILLCREST HERO BUBBLE SOCCER TOURNA-
MENT. Apr. 9, 8:30 a.m.  Shawnee Mission East
HS, 738 N 31st Street, Kansas City, KS, 66102.  Join
us for Bumper Cars meets soccer for a 34 team,
double elimination game of Bubble Soccer. Prizes
to winners. Concessions, Kids area, Raffle prizes
valued at over $2500. Benefits us as we minister
to homeless families and youth in KC.  (816) 588-

0349.
THE GIRLS OF ATOMIC CITY: THE UNTOLD
STORY OF THE WOMEN WHO HELPED WIN
WORLD WAR II. April 9, 10:00 am. Avondale
United Methodist Church, 3101 NE Winn Rd.,
Kansas City, MO 64117. Book discussion. 816-452-
3518.
THE 7TH ANNUAL EAGLE EGG 5K
RUN/WALK. April 16, 9:00 am. Frontier Justice,
800 NE Jones Industrial Dr., Lee’s Summit, MO
64064. A Benefit for Summit Christian Academy.  
HOME RUN FOR KCC AUCTION AND BENEFIT.
April 16, 5:30 pm-10:00 pm. Kansas Christian Col-
lege Cowen Memorial Auditorium, 7020 W. 74th
St., Overland Park, KS 66204. Support the Chris-
tian education of students who are eager to build
God’s Kingdom on earth! Proceeds provide schol-
arships to KCC ad OCS. Event combines the fun
of America’s favorite pastime with passion for
see God’s will done through education! 913-722-
0272.
HOME RUN FOR KCC DINNER AND AUC-
TION.  Apr. 16, 5:30 - 9 p.m.  Cowen Memorial
Auditorium, 7020 W 74th St. OPKS.  Proceeds
for the event will go directly to student schol-
arships for Overland Christian Schools and
Kansas Christian College.  913-722-0272. 
OUR WEALTH IS OUR HEALTH 5K. April 23,
9:00 am. Jesse James Park, 3001 N Hwy 33, Kear-
ney, MO 64060. $20 for youth and $25 for adult
runners. 5K Run/Walk to benefit Northern Hills
Christian Academy’s Scholarship Fund. 816-320-
3201.
DAY OF PROTEST AGAINST PLANNED PAR-
ENTHOOD. April 23, 9:00 am-11:00 am. Planned
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For reservations call: 816-524-3200 
LewisLivingTrust.com • 700 NE Langsford Rd., Lee’s Summit

FREE 
Estate Planning

Seminar

Why Wise Families P
lan

To learn why visit ww
w.lewislivingtrust.com

Avoid Probate • Maximize Your Tax Protection 
• Preserve Family Harmony

NO COST 
NO OBLIGATION
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DO MORE OF WHAT YOU LOVE
SEASON TICKETS FOR 6 SHOWS START AT $60

kcstarlight.com  |  816.363.STAR  
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LIGHT HOUSE GALA. 6:00 P.M. TO 10:00 P.M. AT THE ARMACOST MUSEUM, 4200 E.
135TH ST., GRANDVIEW, MO. ALL PROCEEDS TO BENEFIT LIGHT HOUSE MINISTRIES.
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Parenthood-Comprehensive Health Center, 4401
W. 109th St., Overland Park, KS 66211. On April
23, #ProtestPP will conduct the first annual na-
tionwide protest at Planned Parenthood facilities
nationwide, to be held on the 4th Saturday of
April every year until the abortion chain no
longer preys upon our communities. We’ll call on
Congress and the States to cut off all government
funding to Planned Parenthood and bring
charges against all those responsible for the hor-
rific baby parts scandal. And we’ll demand that
all charges against undercover journalist David
Daleiden be dropped. For more information,
email overlandpark@protestpp.com 
A TASTE FOR LIFE. April 23. The Midland The-
atre, Kansas City, MO. Benefits Rachel House.
AUTISM AWARENESS DAY OT THE ZOO. April
24, 10:00 am – 3:00 pm. Kansas City Zoo, 6800
Zoo Dr., Kansas City, MO 64132. The Zoo will pro-
vide FREE admission to those with Autism and
reduce admission of $6 per person for those ac-
companying them at the Zoo. The day will fea-
ture quit rooms, animal presentations, crafts, &
more! kansascityzoo.org, 816-595-1234.
DECISION TOUR. April 28, 12:00 pm. Capitol
South Steps, 300 SW 10th St., Topeka, KS 66612.
Franklin Graham is traveling to hold prayer ral-
lies to preach the Gospel, and to challenge be-
lievers to take a stand and take action. He’ll be
urging Christians to vote, to live out their faith in
every part of their lives, and to pray for our na-
tion just as Nehemiah cried out to God to rebuild
the walls of Jerusalem and restore hope to His
people. 
ANNUAL BOOK SALE. April 29 & 30, 9:00 am-
3:00 pm. Avondale United Methodist Church,
3101 NE Winn Rd., Kansas City, MO 64117. 816-
452-3518.
“LIVING TO TELL” WITH MELISSA OHDEN.
April 30, 6:30 pm. Ottawa University Gangwish
Library, 1001 S. Cedar St., Ottawa, KS 66067. Tick-
ets at $15. Abortion survivor Melissa Ohden will
be the keynote speaker for LifeCare Center’s an-
nual dinner banquet. A “voice for the voiceless,”
Melissa testified on Capitol Hill during the 2015
Planned Parenthood hearings. She also founded
the Abortion Survivors Network. www.lifecare-
center.org/events, 785-242-4500. 
MARCH OF REMEMBERANCE – WALK. May 1,
1:30. Overland Park Convention Center, 6000
College Blvd., Overland Park, KS 66211. Free reg-
istration and optional $20 t-shirt purchase
www.morkc.org/register. Day of Remembrance
Activities: 1:30 pm A pre-rally, focusing on edu-
cation and remembering; 3:00 pm to 4:30 pm
The prayer March, expressing to all passers-by,
and particularly to the Holocaust survivors and
their descendants; 4:30 pm to 6:30 dinner break;

6:30 pm to 8:30 an evening of remembrance
with Israeli recording artist and band, a choreo-
graphed Holocaust ballet presentation by Dra-
matic Truth, former Knesset [Israeli Parliament]
member Elhanan Glazer, and more!
www.morkc.org 
NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER AT THE MIS-
SOURI STATE.  May 5.  -  Capitol, South Lawn,
Jefferson City.  The theme for National Day of
Prayer this year is Wake Up America!
DECISION TOUR. May 17, 12:00 pm. Capitol
South Steps, 201 W. Capitol Ave., Jefferson City,
MO 65101. Franklin Graham is traveling to hold
prayer rallies to preach the Gospel, and to chal-
lenge believers to take a stand and take action.
He’ll be urging Christians to vote, to live out their
faith in every part of their lives, and to pray for
our nation just as Nehemiah cried out to God to
rebuild the walls of Jerusalem and restore hope
to His people. 
CHURCH ON THE ROCK ANNUAL GOLF
TOURNEY. May 21, 9:00 am. Shamrock Hills Golf
Club, 3161 SW M 291 Hwy., Lee’s Summit, MO
64082. $65/person ($60/person if paid by May
13, 2016). 18 Holes of Golf, Cart, Food, Fun and
fellowship. Contact Pastor Ron Lewis 816-246-
7625.
OUTPACE POVERTY. June 18, 8:00 am. Berkley
Riverfront Park, 1298 River Front Rd., Kansas
City, MO 64120. Sponsored by Catholic Charities
of Kansas City-St. Joseph. Join us for Kansas City’s
only 5K that raises awareness and funds to re-
duce poverty in our community. 816-659-8226.

FINE ARTS
KINDERTRANSPORT. Through April 3. Jewish
Community Center, White Theatre, 5801 W. 115th

St., Leawood, KS. Imagine sending your child off
to a foreign country-alone-to save them from the
horrors of a deadly government regime? The ac-
tual Kindertransport involved 10,000 Jewish
children that were sent out of Nazi-occupied ter-
ritories to safety with foster families in Great
Britain. 913-327-8000.
SING OUT, SISTER! Through April 3, 7:30 pm
Tuesday-Saturday; 3:00 pm Sunday. Quality Hill
Playhouse, 303 W 10th St., Kansas City, MO
64105. Since the Songbook began, women com-
posers and lyricists have made significant con-
tributions to American popular song. We
celebrate these songwriters and more in this
salute to women in music. 816-421-1700.
IRVING BERLIN’S ANNE GET YOUR GUN.
Through April 24. Musical Theater Heritage at
Crown Center, 2450 Grand, Kansas City, MO
64108. 816-221-6987.
SHREK THE MUSICAL. April 7, 7:00 pm; April
8, 10:00 am & 7:00 pm; April 9, 1:00 pm & 6:00
pm. Northland Mission Auditorium, 600 NW
110th Terr., Kansas City, MO 64155. Presented by
Act One.
ACTS THE THREE MAN SHOW. April 10, 6:30
pm. Colonial Presbyterian Church, 9500 Wornall
Rd., Kansas City, MO. Tickets are $5.00 on ad-
vance at events.colonialkc.org $7.00 at the door.
Acts the 3-Man Show is a full length action drama
based on the powerful New Testament book.
Armed with one of the great dramatic narratives
in the Bible, three men take the stage to play all
the roles – Peter, Paul, Stephen, Herod, Neo and
a dozen of others.
BALLET MAGNIFICAT PRESENTS STRATA-
GEM WITH DRAMATIC TRHUTH PRESENT-
ING PASSIONATE PURSUIT. April 10, 7:00 p.m.

Bell Center, Olathe, KS. $15 (students) $20
(adults) At the Door $25. The premier Christian
ballet company in America is returning to Kansas
City in one of its most compelling, original ballets
to date.  www.dramatictruth.org
JANE EYRE. April 15, 22, 29; 7:30 pm. April 16,
23, 30; 7:30 pm. April 17, 24, May 1; 2:00 pm. The
Barn Players, 6219 Martway, Mission, KS 66202.
$18. “Jane Eyre” is the award winning musical
drama based on the classic novel by Charlotte
Bronte – the play premiered on Broadway to crit-
ics’ acclaim and received five Tony Awards, one
for “Best Musical”.
MAGICAL MOONSHINE THEATRE. April 16.
Puppetry Arts Institute, 11025 E. Winner Rd., In-
dependence, MO 64052. Show TBA, Michael &
Valerie Nelson, puppeteers. 816-833-9777.
SING! THE BRIGHT SIDE. April 30, 7:00 pm.
Outreach Restoration Branch, 723 S. Crysler, In-
dependence, MO 64052. May 1, 4:00 pm. Good
Shepherd Community of Christ, 4341 Blue Ridge
Blvd., Kansas City, MO 64133. Sponsored by Ja-
como Chorale. 816-355-0114.
NARNIA. May 12, 7:00 pm; May 13, 7:00 pm; May
14, 2:00 pm & 7:00 pm; May 15, 2:00 pm. School
Day Performances: May 12, 10:00 am; May 13,
10:00 am. Bell Cultural Events Center, MidAmer-
ica Nazarene, 2030 E College Way, Olathe, KS
66062. Sponsored by CYT. www.cytkc 
DISNEY’S BEAUTY AND THE BEAST JR.May
19, 7:00 pm; May 20, 7:00 pm; May 21, 2:00 pm
& 7:00 pm; May 22, 2:00 pm. School Day Per-
formances: May 19, 10:00 am; May 20, 10:00 am.
Goppert Theater Avila University, 11901 Wornall
Rd., Kansas City, MO 64145. Sponsored by CYT.

www.cytkc 
LES MISÉRABLES SCHOOL EDITION.May 26,
7:00 pm; May 27, 7:00 pm; May 28, 2:00 pm &
7:00 pm. May 29, 2:00 pm. Goppert Theater Avila
University, 11901 Wornall Rd., Kansas City, MO
64145. Sponsored by CYT. www.cytkc

FAMILY OUTINGS
THE WIZARD OF PAWS. Through May 7. Crown
Center, 2450 Grand Blvd., Kansas City, MO 64108.
Presented by The Martin City Melodrama’s. 913-
642-7576.
IMAGES OF THE GREAT WAR. Through Octo-
ber 8, 10:00 am-5:00 pm. National World War I
Museum and Memorial, 100 W. 26th St., Kansas
City, MO 64108. This exhibition focuses on the
art and events of the first two years of the Great
War, beginning with the invasion of Belgium and
the campaign on the Marne and concluding with
the fruitless efforts of the allies to break the
stalemate on the Somme. 816-888-8100.
SHENYUN PERFORMING ART SHOW. April 1-
3, 7:20 pm. Kauffman Center, 1601 Broadway
Blvd., Kansas City, MO 64108. 816-994-7200.
PASSPORT TO INDIA. April 3, 10:00 am-4:00
pm. Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art, 4525 Oak St.,
Kansas City, MO 64111. FREE. Enjoy Indian folk
style dance performances and more by several
talented local dance groups of children, teens,
and adults. Hands-on activities: Rangoli and
Henna design demonstrations and temporary
tattoos, yoga and Hindi writing. Explore the
South Southeast Asian Art Galleries and discuss
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are objects from the perspective of Museum
Guides, art local students and members of the
community. Be amazed at the beautiful colors
and designs in the fashion show.
BEING ROYAL – FRANK WHITE.April 4, 6:30-
8:00 pm. Central Library, 14 W. 10th St., Kansas
City, MO 64105.
KANSAS CITY FILMFEST. April 13-17. Cinemark
Palace At The Plaza, 526 Nichols Rd., Kansas City,
MO 64112. Kansas City FilmFest is a festival of ju-
ried films, seminars, panels, receptions and par-
ties. It’s collaborative, multi-day, annual cultural
event designed to celebrate the creativity and
hard work of independent filmmakers from
around the world!
EARTH DAY CELEBRATION. April, 22, 9:00 am-
5:00 pm. Powell Gardens, 1609 NW Hwy. 50,
Kingsville, MO 64061. Free admission. Explore
Kansas City’s botanical garden to gather sustain-
able gardening ideas, get tips on how to choose
plants that help the planet’s ecosystem and learn
ways to cook fresh from the garden. Arrive early
and take home a tree seedling. 816-697-2600.
CARMEN. April 23-May 1. 7:30 pm, Wednesday,
Friday and Saturday; 2:00 pm Sunday. Kauffman
Center for the Performing Arts, 1601 Broadway
Blvd., Kansas City, MO 64108. 816-471-4933.
CHALK WALK IN HISTORIC NORTHEAST. April
25 & 26, 9:00 am-5:00 pm. The  Concourse in
Kessler Park, 200 Benton Blvd., Kansas City, MO
64123. This FREE, family-friendly event in the tra-
dition of European 16th Century street painting
transforms the dull, grey concrete of the side-
walks and surface of the Concourse Park Foun-
tain into colorful and pastel.
BROOKSIDE ART ANNUAL. April 29-May 1.
5:00-9:00 pm Friday; 10:00 am-9:00 pm Satur-
day; 11:00 am-5:00 pm Sunday. Brookside Shop-
ping District, 63rd St. and Wornall Rd., Kansas
City, MO 64113. The Brookside Art Annual is
known for its festive atmosphere, hospitality,
convenience, and has become a must-attend
event for artist and art seekers alike. 816-523-
5553.

THE iMATTER EXPERIENCE. May 20, 6:30-
8:30 pm & May 21, 9:30 am-3:30 pm. UMKC Stu-
dent Union, 5100 Cherry St., Kansas City, MO.
FREE for girls and $30.00 per parent(s) accom-
panying child(ren). Sponsored by The iMatter Ex-
perience. The iMatter Experience is an interactive
event that works to provide a positive environ-
ment for girls, ages 5-14, to share and grow
through life’s experiences. This year’s iMatter Ex-
perience will “Love Louder” while discussing how
the concepts of beauty and self love play a part
in our every day interactions.

MONTHLY MEETINGS
BUILDING BETTER MOMS.  The United
Methodist Church of the Resurrection, 13720 Roe
Ave., Leawood, KS.  For local mothers of children
in early childhood, elementary school, middle
school, high school, and for single moms, with
both day and evening meeting times available at
the Leawood campus.  www.cor.org  913-897-
0120.
DIVORCECARE AND DIVORCECARE4KIDS.
6:00-7:30 pm. Timothy Lutheran Church, 425 NW

RD Mize Road, Blue Springs, MO.  Help for those
going through or having gone through divorce.
816-228-5300.
WEEKLY - CHRISTIAN BUSINESS MEN’S
COMMITTEE.Meets weekly in various parts of
the city. Call Jim Mathis, 913-269-6709, for time
and location. 
WEEKLY – FAITH BASED 12-STEP PROGRAM
OF RECOVERY FROM COMPULSIVE
OVEREATNG.  Call Overeater’s Anonymous 913-
383-5933 or visit www.kansascityoa.org for more
information and to access the schedule of vari-
ous meetings in the metro area.  
3RD SUNDAY - CANCER SUPPORT GROUP.
6:30-8:00 pm.  Beacon Free Baptist Church,
10825 E. 79th Street, Raytown, MO  64138.  Con-
nect with others who share your journey, you are

not alone.  816-353-7447.
MONDAY – HEALING ROOMS MINISTRIES.
3:00-600 pm. Healing Rooms of Olathe, 1548 E
Spruce, Olathe, KS 66061. M-T-W by appoint-
ment. www.healingroomsofolathe.com 913-563-
2413.
MONDAY - HEALING ROOMS MINISTRIES.
4:00-6:00 pm. Hope City, 5101E. 24th St., Kansas
City, MO.
2ND & 4TH MONDAY – MOPS. 9:30 a.m.
MOPS. First Baptist Raytown, 10500 E 350 High-
way, Raytown, MO  Support groups for mothers
of preschool-aged children.  Offers creative ac-
tivities, social events & learning opportunities.
816-353-1994.
TUESDAY - IF NOT FOR GRACE PRAYER. 9:30
am. Crown Pointe Church, 5950 NE Lakewood
Way, Lee’s Summit, MO 64086. kmiller@infg.org 
TUESDAY – FEAR NOT SUPPORT GROUP.
7pm. Lakeland Community Church, 913 NW Col-
bern Rd., Lee’s Summit, MO.  Christ-Centered
support group for anxiety and depression. Ma-
terial based on the Christian 12 Steps; Serenity
Prayer also Anxiety Centre “The Anxiety/Phobia
Workbook” by Edmund Bourne.
TUESDAY – CELEBRATE RECOVERY. 7pm.
Holy Cross Lutheran Church, 7851 W. 119th St.,
OPKS.  Christ centered 12-step program for any-
one with a hurt, hang-up, or addiction.  Contact
Craig Hauser, 913-449-7265.
TUESDAY – HEARTLAND HEALING ROOMS.
7:00-8:30 pm. Christ Triumphant Church, 401 NE
Chipman Rd., Lee’s Summit, MO. www.heartland-
healingrooms.org. 
1ST TUESDAY - CHRISTIAN NIGHT. 6 - 8 pm.
Skate World, I-35 & Shawnee Mission Parkway,
Mission, KS.  913-262-0711.  

1ST TUESDAY - CREATION SCIENCE ASSOCI-
ATION FOR MID-AMERICA.7 p.m., Westbrooke
Church, 9777 Antioch, Overland Park, KS. Pres-
entation followed by Q&A; Answers to your ques-
tions regarding Science and the Bible; “Creation
Safaris” (Res. Req’d); www.csama.org (includes
link to FB page) 816-246-4517.
1ST TUESDAY - FIBROMYALGIA SUPPORT
GROUP MEETINGS. 7:00 pm., Life Springs
Church, Neos Youth Center, 206 N. Webster St.,
Suite 112, Spring Hill, KS. Contact Kim: fibroho-
peandhealing@yahoo.com or 337-852-5052.
1ST & 3RD TUESDAY - GRIEFSHARE. 7-
8:30pm. Timothy Lutheran Ministries, 425 NW
RD Mize Rd., Blue Springs, MO.  816-228-5300. 
2ND TUESDAY - EQUIPPING BELIEVERS MID-
WEST. 7:00 pm.  Blue Spring, Hampton Inn, 900
NW S. Outer Rd., Blue Springs, MO  64015.  Free
Prayer for healing and freedom from addition,
Free training to heal the sick, evangelize the lost,
set the oppressed free.  913-488-6749.  
2ND & 4TH TUESDAY - “WINGS OF HOPE”.
Blue Springs Christian Church, 7920 S. 7 Hwy,
Blue Springs, MO.  A Christian based ministry to
provide support for families grieving loss
through miscarriage or infant death, because
every life matters. wingsofhope@bscc.org.
2ND & 4TH TUESDAY - MOPS. 9:00 am.  Em-
manuel Baptist Church, 10100 Metcalf Ave.,
Overland Park, KS.  913-649-0900.
3RD TUESDAY - LUNCH & LEARN. 12:00 pm.
KC First Church of Nazarene, 11811 State Line Rd.
Kansas City, MO 64114.  Each  session will focus
on a different geographical area or skill set.
Please bring your own sack lunch; desserts and
beverages will be provided.  816-942-9022.
See more events at metrovoicenews.com

BEING ROYAL – FRANK WHITE. 6:30 P.M. TO 8:00 PM. AT THE CENTRAL LIBRARY, 14
W. 10TH ST., KANSAS CITY, MO. FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL 816-701-3400.
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My Big Fat Greek Wedding first hit
theaters in 2002. Now, 14 years later, we
have finally been given a sequel that
was more than worth the wait. Fans of
the first movie will absolutely love the
sequel that revives enough of the old
jokes to give it a nostalgic feel, but sup-
plies enough fresh material to make it
original. 
My Big Fat Greek Wedding 2 is a

heartwarming, hilarious film that
made me laugh until my side hurt, but
also pause and reflect on my own fam-
ily life. In this film, Toula (Nia Varda-
los) and Ian’s (John Corbett)
grown-up daughter Paris (Elena Kam-

pouris) is struggling with a very im-
portant life decision: where to go to
college. The Portokalos family’s usual
crazy antics keep the audience laugh-
ing, but I think that Paris’ struggle will
resonate with high school and college
students. Being a college student who
moved halfway across the country and
away from my family for school, I very
much understood what Paris was

going through. Throughout the film,
she is pulled in two different directions,
wanting to move away and be an inde-
pendent woman but also wanting to
please her family and stay close to
home.
Having said that, I feel that this

movie will also resonate with mar-
ried couples. The

movie places
a lot of em-

phasis on the sacredness of marriage.
Gus Portokalos, Toula’s father, de-
scribes marriage in this way, “You walk
through life seeing your shadow as two
people.” Marriage is for better and for
worse, which Gus and his wife Maria

learn and put into practice
throughout the film. 

A third group that I be-
lieve will connect with
the characters in the
movie are empty-

nesters. Every parent ei-
ther has or will
have to go
through the
loss of their
child to
the world
as they
leave for

school and become more and more in-
dependent. It is no different for Toula
and Ian as Paris gets ready to leave for
college and they have to rediscover
what their marriage means without
adding a child to the equation. Aunt
Voula tells Toula to remember that she
was a girlfriend before she was a
mother, which is good advice for mar-
ried couples that fall into this category
and are living in a house that is empty
of kids for maybe the first time in their
married lives. I believe that no matter
what stage of life you are in, you will be
able to connect with and understand
the plights of the different characters as
they struggle to understand what being
a family really means.
While I thoroughly enjoyed this

movie and appreciated a lot of the fam-

MY BIG FAT GREEK WEDDING 2
STARS: Nia Vardalos, John Corbett,
Elena Kampouri, Michael Constantine
WRITERS:Nia Vardalos
DIRECTOR: Kirk Jones
RATED:  PG-13 

film411

Doomsday shelters are like vacations:
It sure is nice to share them with some-
one.
Howard's shelter is as cozy and com-

fortable as an apocalyptic abode can
be—a last-resort resort, if you will. It's
got a jukebox, board games and a fully
functioning kitchen. Water runs from
the faucets. The lights work. The air fil-

tration system hums quietly in the back-
ground. Howard knew the day would
come when his shelter would be the
envy of the masses. A place where people
would die—or kill—to live in.
Now, he knows, that day is here. And

while he can't say exactly what brought
on the end of the world—whether a
military attack, an alien invasion or a
natural catastrophe—there's no ques-

tion that it has come. The world outside
these walls (his walls) is dead or dying.
"As of Friday, kindness and generosity

are antiquated customs."
That's what he says.
But he couldn't leave Michelle out on

the road to die, could he? Of course not.
When he saw her there, unconscious in
her wrecked car, he had to pull her out
and take her home—even with the Four
Horsemen bearing down on him. And
so he did.
It's sad to him, then, that as he pa-

tiently explains to Michelle how he saved
her life—how she owes him, literally,
everything—she just sits on her mattress
on the floor, staring at him as if he was
the bad guy. Granted, her new bedroom
is a little rough, what with its cinder
block walls and heavy metal door that
locks from the outside. And, yes, she's
chained to the wall. But that's only tem-

porary, he tells her. For her own safety.
"What are you going to do with me?"

Michelle asks.
"I'm going to keep you alive," Howard

tells her. He throws her the key to her
shackles and walks out, shutting and
locking the heavy door behind him.
And Michelle is left to wonder which

poses the gravest danger: the world out-
side … or the world within.

Michelle and Howard have company
in this doomsday shelter: Emmett, the
young man who helped Howard build
the thing. And over the days and weeks
that follow, he and Michelle develop a
strong friendship—one that eventually
forces one of them to offer up the ulti-
mate sacrifice.

A THRILLER IN THE STYLE OF HITCHCOCK 

entertainment
by Pluggedin

10 CLOVERFIELD LANE
STARS: John Goodman, Mary Eliza-
beth Winstead, John Gallagher Jr. 
WRITERS: Josh Campbell, Matthew
Stuecken, Damien Chazelle
DIRECTOR: Dan Trachtenberg

film41110 Cloverfield Lane
has audiences
guessing on the

edge of their seats

MOVIES, BOOKS, MUSIC & MORE!

See WEDDING page 18

See CLOVERFIELD page 18

Long-awaited sequel resonates with many demographics
entertainment

by Kate Forbes
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Five-time Grammy-winning artist
Steven Curtis Chapman is synonymous
with Christian music. Chapman is a
consummate musician and poetic sto-
ryteller who continually reaches into the
lives of millions of fans around the
world with his soul-stirring songs. And
now after three decades of releasing
beloved Contemporary Christian
music, he's recorded something new…
worship songs.
Worship and Believe, which released

in March, is Chapman's first-ever wor-
ship album. The 11-track record, re-
leased by Essential Worship and
Reunion Records, has an interesting ori-
gin story. In a recent interview, Chap-
man shared all about it, his take on
worship music, and how the loss of his
daughter Maria in 2008 led to Worship
and Believe. 

On stepping into the world 
of modern worship music…
Steven Curtis Chapman: With re-

gards to corporate worship music, I love
it. I love participating in it, but I've
grown up in a little Baptist church in Pa-
ducah, Kentucky, singing the hymns,
singing those songs. Those have been
some of the ones that I've most con-
nected with…. I remember that first
wave of those corporate worship songs,
and just the power of those, and the fa-
miliarity, and everyone knows and can
sing those without having to look at the
hymnbook.
As much as I love those songs, if I was

really honest, there were times when I
would even almost feel like I don't know
if I'm getting everything that everyone
else is getting from this experience, or
from singing these songs. Am I not con-
necting with them as deeply as I should?
And it wasn't anything wrong with the
songs or anybody else. It was something
wrong with me, you know. It was like,
'am I not spiritual enough? Am I not re-
ally understanding the depth of this?' Yet
still, very much loved and loved leading
worship. It's not about me singing them
my songs, but it's just, 'let's sing this to-
gether.'

On how penning worship
songs differs from the songs
he's used to writing…
Chapman: It's really a different craft.

It's strange. I said earlier to someone, it's
almost like I'm a woodworker and I
make chairs. I've honed that craft for
years and years of making just beauti-
fully crafted, solid chairs. Then all of a
sudden, I'm in a situation of, 'hey, would
you make some cabinets for me?' And
it's like, 'well, I'm a woodworker. I have
the tools, but it's a whole different craft.'
While it's the same, it's very different.

On how daughter Maria's
death brought him to a dark
place and how faith brought
him back…
Chapman: I felt myself go into this

dark—I call it a "black hole" just of de-
spair and confusion, and grief. As I felt
myself falling into that place, I remem-
ber just taking a breath and the only

clear thought that I could have as I was
trying to grasp for... 'where's the anchor?
What am I going to hold onto right
now?' I remember just thinking, 'I have
to say and I have to declare this "Blessed
be the name of the Lord."'
'God, I am going to trust you and I'm

going to bless your name. I'm going to
worship you.' Immediately, I began to
just sing, although I really couldn't sing
and I just would whisper it. I would
think it. I would scream it sometimes,
go where nobody could hear me and lit-
erally just scream it as loud as I could
because I felt like I was screaming into a
hurricane that was just going to take me
out. I would just say, 'You give. You take
away. Blessed be the name of the Lord.'
And that song that my dear friend Matt
Redman wrote, "Blessed Be Your
Name", became just a lifeline for me. It
became an anchor.

On second guessing his
ability to write worship
songs…
Chapman: So then my insecurities

began to kind of—little voices in my
head going, 'maybe you should call the
trained professionals, the guys who do
this all the time.' And I said, 'I don't
want to mess this up. This is too impor-
tant of a project, so I'm really OK if we
need to call Matt Redman and Chris
Tomlin, these guys that are the profes-
sionals that do this regularly and lead
worship. That's who they are.' So that
began what was really about a year and
a half long journey for me of writing

While Emmett seems like a pretty
all-around good guy from the get-go,
Michelle grows during the course of
her confinement. Before she showed
up in Howard's bunker, she tended to
run away from problems; by the time
10 Cloverfield Lane wraps, she's able
to stand up—both literally and
metaphorically—to the dangers that
surround her.
Those dangers are all around and

we’re left wondering in what shape
they emerge. Is it a Biblical or human
danger? Emmett speaks of seeing
strange lights outside that, he believes,
suggest the end of the world. "Like
something you read about in the
Bible," he said. And Howard insists
that his elaborate bunker doesn't make
him crazy. "Crazy is building your ark
after the flood has already come," he
says.
Fear is the common denominator

that brought Howard, Michelle and
Emmett together in the tiny dooms-
day bunker at 10 Cloverfield Lane.
Fear drove Michelle out of her

apartment and away from her hus-
band. "We had a fight. Normal couples
fight," the man tells her over the
phone. But instead of dealing with the
aftermath and trying to correct what-

ever was wrong, she fled.
And, of course, it was the fear of a

worldwide cataclysm that inspired
Howard to build the bunker in the first
place.
10 Cloverfield Lane plays on our

fears, too—the fear of the unknown,
right along with the terror of what we
know all too well. This is a horror
movie, both intimate and sprawling in
scope. And as a horror movie, it works.
It works too well, perhaps.
And in doing so it proves two im-

portant points:
First, you don't need a lot of explicit

content to make a grip-the-armrest-
'til-your-knuckles-turn-white kind of
movie. It pulls you in because of the
way it feels more than what it shows.
There's nothing inherently problem-
atic about seeing a vat of acid or a
scratched word on a window, after all.
It's what these images suggest—what
they threaten—that digs at us.
Second, it reminds us that an enter-

tainment's problematic content isn't
always the easy-to-decipher litmus test
we might like it to be.
10 Cloverfield Lane has less actual

violent content than your average su-
perhero movie. But while I know lots
of parents who wouldn't blink at tak-
ing their 10-year-olds to see an Iron
Man movie psychological terror is an-
other story entirely.

n CLOVERFIELD
continued from page 17

ily values, I would strongly recom-
mend taking the PG-13 rating seri-
ously. My two youngest sisters are 14
and 12, and I would not take either
of them to see it. The humor is defi-
nitely geared more toward adults
than young teenagers.
Another concern that I have is

how the subject of homosexuality
was treated in the film. Toward the
end of the movie, one of the charac-
ters is revealed to be homosexual.
This is a minor addition to the film
and added nothing to the plot. In my
opinion, the writers may have in-

cluded this issue in an attempt to
cater to what is rapidly becoming a
societal norm. Seeing as it had little
to no impact on the plot, I believe it
is easily ignored and was nothing
more than a movie trying to fit in
with its modern competitors. 
Overall, I would highly recom-

mend this sequel. Whether you have
a very large, boisterous (perhaps
Greek?) family or a small, tight knit
group of relatives, this film will make
you appreciate the meaning of family
and always being there for the people
you love. 

–Review by Kate Forbes, is a college
student and Metro Voice contributing
writer.

n WEDDING
continued from page 17

CHAPMAN CALLS
FAITHFUL TO 

WORSHIP, BELIEVE

CHAPMAN CALLS
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WORSHIP, BELIEVE

by Hannah Goodwyn

See CHAPMAN page 19

S’mores Blizzards are Back!
Now you have a choice!

S'mores or Oreo S'mores!  
Come try them both.

1900 SW 7 Hwy in Blue Springs
(1/2 miles south of 40 Hwy)  228-1711

14420 E. 40 Hwy
(Noland Rd. in Independence) 478-8060

Dairy Queen

Family
Owned &
Operated!

11904 Shawnee Mission Parkway, Shawnee, KS  
Ph. 913-962-5151.  Come see us! 



"God's Not Dead 2," the sequel to the
$100 million grossing 2014 faith-based
film "God's Not Dead," hit theaters
Easter weekend, with actor David A.R.
White responding to a popular atheist's
questioning of the film's validity.
"It's an interesting thing, because, if it

wasn't real, why do they get so offended
by it?" White asked. "I don't think it
would annoy people if it wasn't true."
White, who is also the founder of

Pure Flix Entertainment, which pro-
duced "God's Not Dead 2," continued,
"At the end of 'God's Not Dead 1' and
even part two, we throw up about 50
different court cases that are dealing
with similar issues right now."
The actor-producer was responding

to popular atheist blogger Hemant
Mehta who argued that the sequel was
misleading and "full of fake Christian
persecution" in his blog.
While the first "God's Not Dead" film

dealt with an antagonistic atheist pro-
fessor, the new film will address free-
dom of religion.
"In the first one, we had a student

who was a male and we really wanted to
tell it from a female's perspective,"
stated White. "This time that the battle
moved from a college classroom to the
public square."

Starring Melissa Joan Hart, the film's
theme is introduced when she answers
a student's (Hayley Orrantia) question
about Jesus, forces the junior high-
school teacher to face an epic court case
that could end her career.
White was seemingly unfazed by crit-

ics as he focuses on the fact that people
all around the world are still being
touched by part one of the "God's Not
Dead" phenomenon.

"All of these emails and tweets and
people that have been moved over and
over and over by the movie, that they're
still watching it," he told the publica-
tion. "They're still writing in about how
this movie changes their lives or
changes someone's life that they know."
White stars in "God's Not Dead 2″ as

a corky pastor named Dave and is gear-
ing up to be the star in part three if the
film goes on to become a trilogy. In a re-
cent Facebook promotional clip titled, 
"Before you vote watch this video," fans

are given a glimpse into a scene from
the film titled "Pastor's Brunch."
The scene starts off by showing the

late Sen. Fred Thompson, who plays a
senior pastor in "God's Not Dead 2." In
the clip he reveals to a group of minis-
ters huddled around a table that they
are all being subpoenaed to submit
copies of their sermons. The news
sparks a back-and-forth among the
leaders, some of whom are concerned
about the violation of their religious
freedom by the local government's de-
mand.
Ultimately all but one, the Rev Dave,

comply to the government's order. The
scene was reminiscent of Houston’s
mayor last year calling for monitoring
of sermons of the city’s pastors.
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and re-writing, and re-writing, and
then co-writing with some of those
guys.

On his time sharing and
crying with co-song-
writer/music artist Matt
Maher…
Chapman: We sat together and

cried for about two hours, literally.
It was ugly cry hours, just telling
him the story of our grief. He is a
dad who
just really
e n t e r e d
into that
with me
and gave
me the
gift of his
tears and his sadness. He was taking
notes the whole time as I'm just
sharing the journey. We got done
and he said, 'Let me read back to
you what I heard you say.' And he
read back, 'You're standing between
hope and despair, choosing in that
moment to believe that God will
give you the faith to declare that He
was good, that He was with you
even though the depth of your pain
was so great.' He was like, 'that's the
song I would love to hear you write
and sing, and help you write.' So we
ended up writing the song, "Hal-
lelujah, You Are Good" together out
of that. It was just such a gift.

n CHAPMAN
continued from page 18

bookreview
Heavy Lifting: Grow Up,
Get a Job, Raise a Family,
and Other Manly Advice 
BY JIM GERAGHTY AND 
CAM EDWARDS
256 PAGES
REGNERY PUBLISHING, 

The days of rugged individualism and
virtuous manly men
are gone. Pajama
Boy? Say it ain’t so!

Whether you’re a
young woman seek-
ing out a boyfriend
or husband or a con-
tractor seeking out a
prospective worker,
good luck with con-
vincing most Millennial men to abandon
adolescence. This new age of man buns,
metrosexuality and meekness in men por-
tends bad news.

One can’t help but think, where have
all the real men disappeared to? Are they
mythical creatures who are just figments
of our imaginations?

Although most Millennial guys might
appear to be a lost cause, a new book sug-
gests they can be saved after all — and it
couldn’t be more timely! In Heavy Lifting:
Grow Up, Get a Job, Raise a Family and
Other Manly Advice, Jim Geraghty of Na-
tional Review and writer Cameron Ed-
wards offer some sound advice for young
men who are dispirited by our culture or
who are eager to repudiate their Peter
Pan ways.

This book is chock-full of sage advice
young guys can easily grasp and imple-
ment into their lives. Using their experi-
ences as husbands and fathers, Geraghty
and Edwards advise their charges on how
to take the initiative, or how to succeed in
the domestic sphere.

Heavy Lifting encourages young men
to become independent — to leave their
parents’ basements, to put away the video
games, to dress well, to find work, to be
assertive, and to start families. Readers
will appreciate the first-hand testimonies
and hilarious anecdotes provided by the
authors.

For example, in“Asking Her Out”, Ger-
aghty writes an important piece about
how young men should handle pursuing
women, facing rejection, and preparing
for “the right girl”. He counsels that
“There’s a sting that comes with rejection.
But it shouldn’t be crippling, and the fear
of rejection shouldn’t cripple us either.”

In the chapter entitled “Settling Down,”
Cam makes a great case for young men to
discover the beauty of settling down, say-
ing “Settling down with a wife and kids
that you love isn’t settling for less. In fact,
it could be more than you ever thought
possible.”

An intersection of the Art of Manliness
and The Good Men Project, Heavy Lifting
does an adequate job of encouraging Mil-
lennials guys to aspire to be men. Ger-
aghty and Edwards seek to improve their
younger male counterparts, and their
book certainly achieves this goal.

Heavy Lifting is a blueprint all Ameri-
cans can use to cultivate the next gener-
ation of men. Read it — and encourage the
young men in your life to read it as well.

'God's Not Dead 2' creator slams atheist claim that movie is fake
by Jeannie Law 

“It's an interesting
thing, because, if it
wasn't real, why do

they get so
offended by it?"



The Afters (Fair Trade Services),
Chris August (Word Entertainment),
Unspoken (Centricity Music), and
Among The Thirsty (BEC Recordings)
are returning to the Kansas City area
with the second leg of their TIME OF
MY LIFE TOUR, presented by Com-
passion International. 
Following the success of their 22-city

tour last fall, the artists have decided to
continue their tour and stop through
here on the way. The tour will be stop-
ping at more than 26 markets across the
country. April 16, the tour will be stop-
ping at Word of Life Church in St.
Joseph, Mo.
Metro Voice recently got a chance to

visit with The Afters’ lead singer, Josh
Havens, and chat about the TIME OF

YOUR LIFE TOUR, growing up with
tour-mate Chris August, and their
newest release, live on forever. 
“We had been on this tour since last

September, with the same lineup,”
Havens said, “we decided we needed to
keep it going for a while longer.”
Havens said the artists have all had a

good rapport with each other and re-
spect what each of them is doing. He
also said the variety of music genres has
made for a great listening experience. 
“We’re friends with all these artists,”

he continued, noting their styles are
“very diverse.” Though Among the
Thirsty are signed with BEC Record-
ings, largely known for their hard rock
and heavy metal artists, these guys per-

form a beautiful acoustic show on the
tour, which presents a lighter side to the
more upbeat and energetic perform-
ances by The Afters and Chris August. 
Havens notes his band and Chris Au-

gust go way back, all of them living and
performing in the same part of Texas.”
They often had performances together
and got to know each other on a per-
sonal level, eventually getting the same
management to represent them. 
This is the first time since their early

days they have all gotten to tour to-
gether, though it’s been something
they’ve all talked about for a long time.
As for their new record, Live On For-

ever?
“This is my favorite music,” he said

with enthusiasm, “So excited with how
it’s turned out. Fans can also see our new
music video, Glimpse of Heaven, on
Youtube.”
The TIME OF MY LIFE TOUR is

presented by Compassion International
(www.compassion.com), the world’s
leading authority in child sponsorship. 
“We partnered with [Compassion In-

ternational] to give the tour a greater
purpose,” he said, noting they have
sponsored “hundreds and hundreds of
kids” throughout the world.

Compassion International trans-
formed the fight against global poverty
by equipping the Church to develop
children out of poverty to and encour-
aging them tobecome responsible and
fulfilled Christian adults.
The tour will be stopping and per-

forming at Word of Life Church, 3902
North Riverside Road, in St. Joseph, , on
Saturday, April 16. 
For more info, please visit www.itick-

ets.com, or the band’s websites.

D.C. 
JEANES 
Metro Voice 
music critic

musicscene
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THE AFTERS, CHRIS AUGUST COMING

loved for who they are.

3. It's a new adventure to be experienced. 
Have you ever: played laser tag in the woods, jumped off

a 25 foot high ropes platform, jumped on a "blob" in a pool,
or been on the back of horse? Most would say no.  These
experiences -- done safely -- are priceless. And when a child
conquers a new adventure at camp, they quickly store it
away as a reminder of their courage.

4. It's a great way to gain confidence. 
Even high school students can be scared at the idea of

going to camp. I've talked with seniors in high school who
were homesick. However, when they get through it and re-
alize they did it, it is great to see what it does to their coun-
tenance. When a child does an activity they never thought

they would do, they walk taller, as if they've found their new
armor.
Being away from their parents, making new friends, try-

ing new activities -- these all help in the child gain confi-
dence as they grow up.

5. They just might be transformed. 
This is the main reason why I would want my child to go

to camp. I believe God speaks to us through: His creation,
His Word, and His people. When a child gets away from
home, is surrounded by God's creation, and is taught the
truth of scripture, they could be transformed. I tell the staff
of our youngest kids camp quite regularly to take care of
our future summer staff.
As a parent, I want to fill my bag full of "tools" to help me

share with my kids who Jesus is. Camp is one of the tools I
plan to use.

– By Kevin East. Boys & Girls Clubs of East Texas.

n KIDS
continued from page  9
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Summer is fast approaching, and for
many, that means summer camp.  Some
of my favorites memories were going to
camp, fishing, canoes on the lake and ex-
ploring the great outdoors.  It seems
harder and harder each generation to get
outside and explore God's amazing cre-
ations in nature.  Whether summer
camp is part of your plans or not, let's

get away from television, video games,
computers, cell phones and laptops.
God is waiting for you; outside!
  Although I promote embracing all

of God's creation, sometimes we en-
counter the not-so-pleasant aspects of
nature.  My wife jokes about how she
can't wait for God to share with her the
inspiration behind creating chiggers.

Being from Hawaii, these little creatures
are new to her in Missouri and often
make her summer miserable for at least
a few days.  We have also have the infa-
mous flies (horseflies are the worst),
mosquitoes, wasps, ticks, annoying
gnats, spiders and of course thorns, lo-
cust trees, stinging nettle and other
plants as well. 

  The chemical industry has profited
greatly from our desire to remove pests
from our daily lives.  Just think of all the
herbicides, pesticides, bug sprays and
pest control companies in our world
today.  Unfortunately these chemicals
have caused a lot of damage to the envi-
ronment and people because they are
poisonous.  If they kill plants and bugs,
they can't be good for us, either.  Thou-
sands of people have been injured and
children have even been born with de-
formities because of these chemicals
(such as DDT in the 1950s).  Many
chemicals still sold in stores today are
known carcinogens (cancer-causing
agents).  We can have a safe, healthy
summer without spraying chemicals on
our bodies.  Hopefully, we can give you
just a few tips to a cleaner, healthier sum-
mer...
1)  Bug sprays - Bug sprays have a lot

of dangerous chemicals.  Citronella es-
sential oil and candles are known to help.
Essential oils are strong insect deterrents.
There are many good natural insect re-
pellents at health food stores.  Here are
some natural alternatives that really
work.  My wife and I used the Bug Off
Balm all year last year with great results.
n Aloe Life Bug Beware - Contains

rosemary, thyme, and lemongrass in a
water base
n Smoky Hills Bug Off Balm - Con-

tains grapeseed oil, beeswax, catnip, pep-
permint, lavender, sage, rosemary,
thyme, essential oil blend of citronella,
clove, lemongrass, cajeput, eucalyptus,
cedar, lavender, peppermint, rose gera-
nium
2)  Tick Repellent - I gave this a special

category because the concern over
Lyme's disease is very real.  We want to
do anything we can to keep ticks away.  I
would encourage wearing socks and
shoes in the woods, removing all cloth-
ing after being in the woods and having
someone check you over, and repelling
them with natural herbs and oils.  We
love a product called Protect-X specifi-
cally designed to work against ticks.
n Protect-X by North American

Herb and Spice - Contains water and a
blend of wild spice oils such as oregano,
cove, sage, and bay leaf.
3)  Sunscreens - How could we talk

about summer camp without talking
about the sun?  The sun is good for us.
God designed us to absorb light and get-
ting a tan is extremely healthy.  However,
burning is bad!  Ideally, we slowly in-
crease sun exposure with no need of
sunscreens.  There are many wonderful

designed for health

VAUGHN
LAWRENCE
Owner, Spiritual
Health

...know ye not that your body is the
temple of the Holy Ghost which is in

you, which ye have of God...

Embrace God's Creation this Summer!  (But maybe not all of it)

A NEW KIND OF
HEALTH STORE

816-492-5648
5901 Main St., Grandview
www.spiritofhealthkc.com

STORE HOURS:
10 am – 7 pm Monday – Friday

10 am – 4 pm Saturday

Our store offers you a family friendly experi-
ence where you can find the lowest
prices on your health supplements in
Kansas City, even comparable to
the internet.  

We believe God created all
things perfectly and we want to
honor His creation, all our products
are as natural and close to the way 
He created them.

Please join us for a cup of complimentary tea and browse
through our selection of bulk herbs, teas, superfoods, healthy
snacks and whole food supplements.

Located one block east of Interstate 49 on Main Street in
Grandview, MO. We can’t wait to meet you!

10% Off 
ENTIRE

purchase! 
Mention  Ad.

Healing by Design Series (A-Z through every 
disease condition from a Biblical viewpoint)–
Mondays, 11am – !2 Noon. On-going
Herbal Remedies Series–Thursdays, 11am– on-going 
Tea Time with Vaughn–First Saturday of each month

See HEALTH page 22
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MAMURIC STUDIOS HAS OPENINGS for
reading, writing, math, test preparations,
French and Spanish as well as piano, voice,
guitar, and music theory. Instructor/tutor
is degreed and has 14 years of experience
and teaches in a fun and meaningful con-
text. For more info, please call/text Kath-
leen (913)206-2151 or
email:Klmamuric@yahoo.com.
INDEPENDENT BEAUTY SALES CON-

SULTANTS Cosmetics, Beauty, Skincare,
Jewelry and Apparel.  913-648-
4632http://michellebarnes.avonrepresen-
tative.com/  
PRIVATE VIOLIN LESSONS. Beginner
and intermediate private violin lessons
available through seasoned symphonic
youth/ teen who’s been playing since she
was a toddler. $10 per lesson. 30 minute
lessons on Tuesday afternoons between 3

and 5 p.m. during the month of June. Must
have your own violin. Contact Meyana  at
816.550.1005 to sign up or for more infor-
mation.
MUSIC WORSHIP LEADER. 5 hours
($70) week. Wyandotte County Church.
More information:
larry.s.keller@gmail.comhttp://thesheep-
folddaycare.weebly.com/
FOR SALEBeautiful 4-Bedroom Home FSBO

- $224,900 / 816-830-3782. 509 Fairway
Road, Belton, MO, 4 br, 3.5 baths, Family
Room with custom entertainment center,
kitchenette. www.forsalebyowner.com
CHRISTIAN COUNSELING SERVICES.
7029 W. 74th St., O.P., KS. For families,
couples and individuals. For appointment
call Dorie 913-660-3191. http://scofield-
dorie.wix.com/counseling.

Place your classified ad with Metro Voice
CALL TODAY: 816.524.4522

government allowed it.
In recent months, the government has

increased its arrests of political dissidents,
so organizer Steve Cordon, of the group
Worship 24-7, considers these events a
miracle.

"You have to do everything literally by
faith, because you're not sure if they are
going to approve or not the visas, the per-
missions for the places and anything can
happen," Cordon told CBN News.
What did happen was an outpouring

of the Spirit as people worshipped and
listened to teaching. More than 1,400
people came forward to give their lives to
Christ.

"When we see so many people giving
their lives to Jesus, that's the first and
main fruit," Cordon said.
Worship 24-7, which sponsored the

event, also distributed 30,000 Bibles --
something that is so important in a coun-
try where they are not easily found.
Cordon says believers are planning to

launch a small Christian magazine and
Christian music festival.
He's encouraged to see a new genera-

tion with new ideas for what can be ac-
complished in a country where the

Church has suffered so much for decades.
"I see that they are starting dreaming,

that there's new hope, that they are get-
ting tools, they are being empowered,"
Cordon said.
Veteran missionaries say Cuban believ-

ers are also cautiously optimistic about
working with American churches, thanks
to the easing of U.S. travel restrictions.
"They would really love to have

church-to-church partnerships where
people could come down and help them
start agricultural projects and other

micro-businesses that would allow them
not only to meet their own expenses, but
also to do the community outreach that
they're dreaming of doing," explained
Brian Stewart, director of ACTION Cuba.
Stewart and other missionaries caution

that Americans should approach Cuban
churches with great respect.
In many ways, it's the Cuban Church

that could teach the American Church -
given it's a global expert on church-plant-
ing and evangelism in the midst of ex-
treme hardship.

nCUBAN BELIEVERS
continued from page 1

natural sunscreens out there that also
work.  We used the Sun Butter and
loved it the entire time we were in
Hawaii, especially for our two little
girls.  Again, any health food store will
have many natural sunscreen options.
n Smoky Hills Farm Sun Butter -

Contains coconut oil, shea butter,
non-nano zinc oxide, beeswax
4)  Long clothing - Wearing light-

weight, cotton clothing can protect
you from insects, plants and the sun.
I don't think it will help against the
thorns however!  
Long-sleeved shirts and pants can

be comfortable in the summer if they
are lightweight.
5)  Good nutrition - The healthier

you are, the less bugs like you, specif-

ically related to your blood.  If you
seem to be a mosquito magnet, you
might want to consider working on
your health.  The more acidic your
bloodstream, the more mosquitoes
come looking for you.  Eat greens,
veggies, B-vitamins and alkalize your
blood with lemon, Braggs Apple
Cider Vinegar and baking soda for
good health and to make yourself less
desirable to bugs.  
  God truly has given us all we need

to enjoy the great outdoors.  Enjoy
your summer!  We pray it is filled with
God and nature, yet free of toxic
chemicals.  

–Vaughn Lawrence is a natural
health care practitioner, herbalist and
owner of Spirit of Health who lives by
their motto:  “We Love God.  We Love
People.  We Love Health.  www.spir-
itofhealthkc.com

n HEALTH
continued from page 21
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I recently read Joe Battaglia’s new
book, The Politically Incorrect Jesus: Liv-
ing Boldly in a Culture of Unbelief. In the
book, he methodically exposes the foun-
dation, breadth, and hypocrisy of polit-
ical correctness, while challenging
believers to respond in a Christ-like,
counter-cultural manner. 
Battaglia, a long-time media profes-

sional and president of Renaissance
Communications in Wyckoff, NJ, de-
fines political correctness, or PC, as “the
chic moral ideology of the day, advo-
cated and flushed out in the public
square by self-appointed gatekeepers of
American public opinion.”
“I was concerned about the intellec-

tual dishonesty embraced by a growing
number of people, well-meaning and
otherwise, who are attempting to mol-
lify the cultural forces and self-ap-
pointed PC police in our midst,” he said.
“Stating the truth and stating the obvi-
ous have become unacceptable, unless
you also affirm all behavior and atti-
tudes.”
Blindly going along with gatekeepers,

he said, is a form of “intellectual suicide.” 
“Political correctness asks us to ignore

the obvious and assent to positions
against our beliefs. To assent to some-
thing you intellectually reject raises an

ethical issue; and that creates a moral
issue. To cater to the prevailing mindset
is to disavow who I am and what I be-
lieve. So, even greater than intellectual
suicide, political correctness is a moral
dilemma of my being.”
In The Politically Correct Jesus,

Battaglia declares that the United States
has been in a culture war for several gen-
erations, making the point with chapters
such as “Renaming Christmas,” “The In-
digestion of Entertainment,” and “Of
Mice and Media.”
The PC notion to eliminate the idea

of absolutes has contributed to the
downfall and led to the acceptance of the
lowest common denominator, especially
in media and entertainment.
“We no longer have any sense of

shame, because we are told there is noth-
ing to be shameful of anymore,”
Battaglia writes.
Throughout his career, Battaglia has

always sought to engage culture with a
redemptive mindset. He served on the
board of the Gospel Music Association
for 19 years and has vast experience in
Christian radio, most notably as general
manager of local station WWDJ. Ren-
aissance Communications, the com-
pany he founded in 1992, has promoted
several popular, faith-based movies, in-
cluding: The Passion of the Christ, Fac-
ing the Giants, The Lion, the Witch, and
the Wardrobe, Heaven Is for Real, The
Giver, and When the Game Stands Tall. 
Although the culture war is escalating

here every day, PC police have never
seen eye-to-eye with Jesus and His rad-
ical message of seeking the kingdom of
God first, even above government. The
Romans and religious leaders were
threatened by this revolutionary rabbi,

who was not afraid to turn tables upside
down or wash someone’s feet. Hearts
and minds were being changed and
those in power were threatened.
“Jesus calls us to surrender who we

are and what we do, so God can reshape
it all to accomplish His purposes. But no
longer being in charge can be scary to
many,” writes Battaglia.
Even believers are not immune, espe-

cially when it comes to hot button issues,
or elections.
“Jesus is beyond culture, beyond tak-

ing sides,” Battaglia said. “A Christian en-
ters the political arena as a citizen, and
we definitely need those believers bring-
ing their ethics into the marketplace of
ideas. But to justify our activities by say-
ing Jesus endorses a particular position
or candidate is both to politicize and di-
lute the Gospel. Christians should never
want to hold the flag so high that people
can’t see Jesus and the cross.”
With his book, the Oakland resident

is seeking to inspire believers to live
counter-culturally in a counterfeit
world. We need to be salt and light in
our communities and lovingly find

common ground with those who op-
pose us. The goal is to get people talking
honestly and to further true dialogue in
the public square. 
“Jesus calls us to act in love and affirm

people, even in the midst of our dis-
agreements,” Battaglia said.
In a world that champions diversity,

Jesus’ message of a “narrow road” will
certainly not be accepted—but once we
find our identity in Christ, Battaglia says,
we can go out and change the world.
“Jesus’ standard overrides any culture

and clashes with a PC mindset,” he
writes. “Jesus provokes extreme re-
sponses because He asks His followers to
live counter to the culture. On any map,
He’s the fixed point. As culture moves
further from what Jesus stands for, we
stand firm because we cannot affirm
what Jesus cannot accept. Political incor-
rectness is not picking a fight; political
incorrectness is merely continuing to
stand for what we believe when the cul-
ture says to stand down.”

–Tom Campisi welcomes your com-
ments. E-mail him at Tom@Tristat-
evoice.com.

A CLARION CALL FOR COUNTER-CULTURAL FAITH 

SHARE YOUR OPINION WITH US. IT’S EASY!
dwight@metrovoicenews.com • twitter.com/metrovoice

facebook.com/metrovoicenews

myopinion

President Abraham Lincoln once
said, “Nearly all men can stand adver-
sity, but if you want to test a man's
character, give him power.”  No matter
if someone is a leading political official,
the top of a successful company, or
even a parent they all have something
in common.  Their position comes
with power.
The need for responsible manage-

ment of power is essential, because it is
in our human nature to use it for per-
sonal gain, and that is when self-pre-
serving actions are taken to assert and
retain it.  In the short term, these

moves may bring success; however, in
the long term they will bring destruc-
tion.
These scheming efforts result from

a poisonous cocktail all power-hungry
people drink. It is a potent mixture of
pride, arrogance and selfishness along
with a shot of greed.  Interestingly
though, rather than securing their po-
sition with power moves, over time, it
weakens it so what they have built will
mercilessly be ripped from their fingers
in embarrassment and shame.
Imagine if someone occupied a seat

of power from the mindset of serving
rather than receiving, humility rather
than pride, generosity rather than
greed?  What if they never operated out
of a self-preservation motive?  What if
they did what was right, good and just
even if they knew it might cost them
their position? 
There is an example of someone

who did lead that way – Jesus.  In three
years, He rose from an obscure carpen-
ter to one of the most powerful and in-

fluential figures of His day.  Today,
nearly 2,000 years later, His name is
known worldwide and the movement
He started, Christianity, numbers in
the billions of followers. 
Jesus made a startling statement that

reveals His unique style of leadership,
“For even the Son of Man [Jesus] came
not to be served but to serve, and to
give his life as a ransom for many”
(Mark 10:45). 
What would happen to our world if

people in positions of power led in the

example of Jesus?  Imagine the differ-
ence it would make.  May those with
great power exercise great responsibil-
ity.  May leaders choose to humble
themselves before the King of Kings
and Lord of Lords, calling upon Him
to change their hearts and thereby
change the culture of the family, organ-
ization or nation they lead.

–Clint Decker is President & Evangel-
ist with Great Awakenings, Inc.
cdecker@greatawakenings.org
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