
The son of a British vicar has won the
Masters Golf Tournament, but he's not
sure God had much to do with it.
Danny Willett earned the victory,

thanks in part to a major collapse by
Jordan Spieth, who had been winning
the contest.
Willett did his part, turning in a

tremendous performance with three
birdies on the last six holes. But Spieth
also blew a five-shot lead, splashing into

a three-shot deficit.
"We all go out there and try and play

good golf, and at the end of the day,
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Former slave and faith-driven aboli-
tionist who carried a pistol, Harriet
Tubman will be the face of the new
$20 bill, becoming the first woman to
appear on U.S. paper currency since
the 19th century, Treasury Secretary
Jacob Lew announced last month. The
back of the new bill will feature the

White House and an
image of President
Andrew Jackson,
whom Tubman is dis-

placing from the
front of the
bill.

Lew said
the Treas-
ury De-
partment
will unveil
the new
bill in 2020
to mark
the 100th
anniver-
sary of
the 19th
Amend-

Harriet Tubman:
Behind the face of
the new $20 bill

See TUBMAN page 22

Kansas native recounts
her experience as 

Joplin remembers and 
rises from the rubble

SEE PAGE 4

For some Christians, it's been years
since they've cracked open a Bible or
carried one to church. While most are
familiar with well-known biblical ac-
counts of Moses parting the Red Sea,
the extraordinary strength of Sam-
son, or how David conquered Go-
liath, few build upon these basic

Sunday school teachings, resulting in
what one apologist calls "biblical illit-
eracy."
In a portion of his new book

Unanswered, a volume intended to
shed light on several hot-button top-
ics that loom large within the church,
apologist and New Testament scholar
Jeremiah Johnston addresses biblical

The forgotten Bible
Many Christians know ‘just enough about the

Bible to be dangerous’
by Kevin Porter 

See BIBLE page 21

MASTERS WINNER: GOD DOESN’T
CARE ABOUT GOLF SCORES
by Benjamin Gill

See WILLETT page 22

Willett

by Onize Ohikere

Tubman

GET CAMPY!
Camps 

offer your
children

faith and
fun at the

same time.
PAGES

7–9

Much of Joplin lay in ruins on the night of May 22, 2011. Above right, 
Morgan, Liz and Logan Ratliff. Morgan survived the tornado inside the
Stained Glass Theatre while others, including a friend, died near her.

Dallas Holm

Much of Joplin lay in ruins on the night of May 22, 2011. Above right, 
Morgan, Liz and Logan Ratliff. Morgan survived the tornado inside the
Stained Glass Theatre while others, including a friend, died near her.



“God had a purpose for my life and
gave me the most amazing family,”
Tiffany Hartzler said through tears as
she shared her testimony at an anniver-
sary gala of the LIGHT House on April
9 at the Armacost Museum in Grand-
view. Tiffany, a junior at Harrisonville
High School and former LIGHT House
baby, is the adopted daughter of U.S. 
Congresswoman Vicky Hartzler. Con-
gresswoman Hartzler served as master
of Ceremonies.
Tiffany’s story, and those of others,

lent to a sense of purpose and achieve-
ment at the event. There, supporters and

staff of The LIGHT House celebrated 30
years of service to girls in need across the
Kansas City region.
“An unborn baby is not a potential

but a life with great potential,” said Pas-
tor Timothy Ek, development officer of
The LIGHT House.
Providing a safe place for young

ladies ages 12-21 to stay while pregnant,
The LIGHT House offers a full array of
services. These include parenting and
nutrition classes, Bible studies and daily
devotions, counseling and after-care
support. Services to expectant mothers
with children younger than 18 months
are also provided.
According to Ek, the house accom-

modates 10 mothers and two babies at
a time. One of the important ministries
is that of helping these young women
think about the decisions they’ve made
and to build a better future.
The LIGHT House opened its doors

on July 1, 1985. “We had 15 girls that
first day. Things got pretty hectic,” re-
membered Dr. Don Philgreen, medical
director, who has delivered the vast ma-
jority of the babies born there.
Erin Simpson, the first LIGHT House

baby, and her adoptive mother Ann
were acknowledged. Now a young
woman, Erin took the time to thank
Philgreen for bringing her safely into the
world.

Also in attendance was Vidy Metzker,
who was a vibrant as ever. Many lives
have been changed over the years
through the ministry of Youth for Christ
founded by Vidy and her late husband ,
Al. It was their vision that laid the foun-
dation for The LIGHT House.
The LIGHT House recently joined

forces with Missouri Baptist Children’s
Home. Together, their goal is to give a
healthy alternative to abortion.
“The only answer for our troubles

and woes is not another government
program,” said Russell Martin, president
of the Missouri Baptist Children’s
Home, “It is hearing and receiving the

gospel of Jesus Christ and the living life
He has called us to live.”
The Armacost Museum is where

“great automobiles of the past and pres-
ent come alive” and encompasses two
floors covering 44,000 square feet. Cars
and motorcycles dating from 1910 are
part of collection. A nonprofit organi-
zation, it hosts 24 fundraisers for chari-
table organizations each year and is not
open to the public.
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The congregation of Maywood
Baptist Church in Independence un-
derstands forgiveness, and members
have made it the center of their min-
istry.
“Maywood’s leaders chose to relate

to our changing community on its
own terms,” Pastor Bob Spradling
said. “We asked our community how
we could partner with them in what
was their own ‘felt’ needs.”
New programs were initiated to

reach the changing needs. According
to Spradling, the residential neighbor-
hoods saw an increase in rental prop-
erties, declining incomes and crime.
An entry Sunday School class was

started in 2009 by Josh Monk, who
had a significant criminal and drug
background prior to meeting Jesus.
“The class was comprised of men and
women with backgrounds similar to
his,” Spradling said. “The Gospels were
always the focal point of the lessons.”
The entry class quickly grew to 85.

Spradling reported that each quarter,
the men and women of the class were
invited to attend new classes that were
intended to take them deeper and fur-
ther in their discipleship. “Josh’s class
always took a dip in attendance, but
was quickly filled to approximately
85,” Spradling said.
In 2012, Monk began meeting with

10 to 20 men on the lawn of the
church. The men were coming
straight from work to the class, so they
decided to bring pizza, hamburgers to
grill and other meals. Spradling re-
ported that this group, that began with
10 to 20, now is 100 who meet in small

groups on Wednesdays.
Sadly, Spradling said Monk died last

November after a nine-month-long
battle with cancer. Monk left a legacy
of an Invite Team. His team served to
invite people to Jesus and to church to
become followers.
Maywood believes in indigenous

leadership. “We believe that God has
sent men and women from lives of ad-
diction and brokenness,” Spradling
said, “to reach our broken commu-
nity.”
Maywood calls the pastors of the

church “coaches,” out of a conviction
that the real superstars of the church
are the men and women who can
reach the community (Ephesians
4.11-13). The job of the coaches is to
maximize the effectiveness of the en-
tire team in their service. “When
someone from the community enters
a Sunday School class or a small
group,” Spradling said, “they meet
someone who looks like them and
who speaks a similar language.”
“God has a trophy case filled with

pictures of men and women who have
been transformed by the love and
grace of Jesus Christ,” Spradling said.
“I am blessed to witness new persons
being added to His trophy case nearly
every week.”

Maywood Baptist reaches down and out
VICKI STAMPS | The Pathway

LIGHT House celebrates 30 years
by Rochelle Wisoff-Fields

(Top) Martha Metzker Philgreen,
Dr. Don Philgreen, Erin Simpson.
(Right) Vicky, Tiffany and Lowell,
Hartzler and Vicky’s father Ted
Zellme.

“The only answer for
our troubles and

woes is not another
government 

program. It is hearing
and receiving the
gospel of Jesus

Christ.”
Russell Martin

Court approves conversion
A Malaysian court affirmed the right

of a former Muslim to convert to Christi-
anity in a landmark ruling handed down
just before Easter. Rooney Rebit converted
to Christianity in 1999 and was baptized
at age 24, according to World Watch Mon-
itor. But he was officially considered Mus-
lim due to his parents’ conversion to Islam
when he was 8. Rebit asked authorities to
legally declare him a Christian and affirm
his right to believe in Jesus. He also wanted
the National Registration Department to
change his identity card and for his state’s
religious department and Islamic Council
to officially release him from Islam, WWM
reported. All Malaysian national identity
cards list religion.
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Minnesota-based retail giant Target an-
nounced last month that transgender peo-
ple are free to use the bathrooms and
fitting rooms in their stores that match the
gender they “identify with”, not their sex.
“We believe that everyone — every

team member, every guest, and every
community — deserves to be protected
from discrimination, and treated equally.”
Consistent with this belief, Target sup-

ports the federal Equality Act, which pro-
vides protections to LGBT individuals,
and opposes action that enables discrim-
ination,” Target argued in a statement
posted on the company’s corporate web-
site.
“In our stores, we demonstrate our

commitment to an inclusive experience in
many ways. Most relevant for the conver-
sations currently under way, we welcome
transgender team
members and guests
to use the restroom or
fitting room facility
that corresponds with
their gender identity,”
the company added.
Target, which is the

second-largest retailer
only behind Walmart,
said the company felt
it necessary to “reiterate” their belief in in-
clusivity as a debate now rages in several
states, including Minnesota, over bath-
room laws.
“Recent debate around proposed laws

in several states has reignited a national
conversation around inclusivity. So earlier
this week, we reiterated with our team
members where Target stands and how
our beliefs are brought to life in how we
serve our guests,” the company said. “In-
clusivity is a core belief at Target. It’s some-
thing we celebrate.”
Molly Snyder, a Target spokeswoman,

told the Minneapolis Star Tribune that the
company restated its position due to ques-
tions it has received from both customers
and employees amid the national debate
on bathroom laws. Executives she said,
sent an e-mail to store leaders to convey
the message.
“It’s a restatement of a policy,” she said.

“It’s just us being very overt in stating it.”
The company did not explain if, or

how, it would prevent male sexual preda-
tors from entering the restrooms or dress-
ing rooms of women, under the guise
being gender conflicted. 
Only days after the Target announce-

ment, the American Family Association
(AFA) launched its #BoycottTarget peti-
tion urging followers to boycott the chain
because Target “would allow men to use
the women’s restrooms and dressing
rooms in their stores.”
The AFA petition, at www.afa.net,

proved so popular that it earned more

than 200,000 signatures in a single day,
AFA said. By press time, it surpassed half-
a-million signatures and was the fastest re-
sponse to the call for a boycott of an
American business in recent memory. 
The boycott has picked up so much

steam, so fast, that Wall Street has noticed,
with Forbesmagazine saying it is likely to
cause great  harm to the retailer at a time
when consumer are still dubious about its
infamous credit card security breach.
“Corporate America must stop bully-

ing people who disagree with the radical
left agenda to remake society into their
progressive image,” AFA President Tim
Wildmon said.
AFA insists it does not believe every

transgender person is a threat to the safety
of women and children; nonetheless, the
group noted that Target’s policy is a dan-
ger because “predators and voyeurs would
take advantage of the policy to prey on

those who are vulner-
able.”
E v a n g e l i s t

Franklin Graham
criticized rock singer
Bruce Springsteen’s
decision to cancel a
planned concert in
North Carolina over
a state law that bars
transgender people

from using women’s bathrooms and
locker rooms.
“Bruce Springsteen, a long-time gay

rights activist, has cancelled his North
Carolina concert. He says the N.C. law
�#�HB2�to prevent men from being able to
use women’s restrooms and locker rooms
is going ‘backwards instead of forwards.’ 
“Well, to be honest, we need to go back! 
“Back to God. Back to respecting and

honoring His commands. Back to com-
mon sense,” Graham wrote on his Face-
book page.
All this while a Missouri house com-

mittee again postponed a hearing on a dif-
ferent matter, protecting businesses from
being forced to participate in same-sex
wedding celebrations (see story at right). 
More than 100 companies including

Starbucks, Apple, Google, Twitter and
Facebook have signed a letter asking the
governor of North Carolina to repeal its
law, according to the Star Tribune. Pearl
Jam has also cancelled concerts in the state
in protest.
Retail industry analysts told the Trib-

une that they haven’t heard much until
now from major retailers about their own
restroom policies and Target’s move could
spark a new round of discussions.
“Target being more proactive about it

could very well open — or force — the di-
alogue,” said Carol Spieckerman, a retail
consultant. 
“Any time a retailer takes a more vocal

stance, the microphone goes in front of all
of the others.”

JEFFERSON CITY – Filling every
square-foot of the Capitol Rotunda
and with many looking on from the
balconies above, more than 300 people
swarmed Missouri’s State House in late
April in defense of religious liberty and
in support of the Senate Joint Resolu-
tion 39 (SJR 39).
Standing ovations punctuated the

rally as various leaders and lawmakers
defended SJR 39, also known as the
Missouri Religious Freedom Amend-
ment, and urged the crowd to tell their
elected leaders to pass SJR 39 without
amendments and to “Let the people
vote!”
“In a nation of free people, there will

be diversity of religious beliefs and
practices. The government is restricted
from establishing a state religion or
limiting the free exercise of religion by
its people, whether that religion is
Christian, Jewish,
Buddhist, or sec-
ular naturalism.,”
said John Yeats,
executive director
of the Missouri
Baptist Conven-
tion. “Special in-
terest groups are
seeking to under-
mine these guar-
anteed liberties
by insisting that
certain behaviors
must be cele-
brated by all, even when they are con-
trary to the sincerely held religious
beliefs of some. That’s why this bill was
written; not to deny anyone equal
rights, but to safeguard rights.” 
A vote for SJR 39 in the House

would mean the constitutional
amendment would be put to a vote of

the people, most likely the Aug. 2 state-
wide ballot. First, however, it needs to
pass two committees in the House of

Representatives,
and then a final
vote by the entire
House. SJR 39
passed the Mis-
souri Senate, 23-
9, last month. 
SJR 39 is a nar-

rowly written bill,
and – in the
words of several
at the rally – it is
“a shield, not a
sword.” It pre-
vents state and

local governments from imposing
penalties on clergy, churches, religious
organizations and some wedding ven-
dors which, for religious conscience
reasons, wish not to participate in a
wedding involving two people of the
same sex or gender.
It does not apply to any other busi-

nesses, and it protects people of all – or
no – faiths.  It does not provide protec-
tion for individuals, corporations, or
religious organizations who discrimi-
nate against individuals on the basis of
sexual orientation or gender identity. It
does not protect any non-religious, for-
profit business, unless the business is
closely held and the business is asked
either to participate in a same-sex
“marriage” or wedding ceremony or to
provide goods and services that reflect
creative or artistic expression for the
“marriage,” wedding ceremony, or en-
suing celebration. It does not prevent
state or local government from provid-
ing a marriage license or other govern-
ment entitlement to same-sex couples.

Target says women’s bathrooms open
for biologically male customers to use

by Press Services

Missouri Capitol overflows with rally in support of religious freedom bill

The Missouri State Capitol overflowed with supporters of the Missouri
Religious Freedom Amendment.

n sidenote
Those who were unable to attend the rally
can contact their representatives in the
House via the lookup tool at www.reli-
giousfreedomforall.com.

“Special interest
groups are seeking
to undermine these

guaranteed
liberties by
insisting that

certain behaviors
must be celebrated

by all.”“Corporate America 
must stop bullying people

who disagree with the 
radical left agenda to 

remake society into their 
progressive image,”

–Don Wildmon



Author's note: Like my subject in the
combination story and interview that fol-
lows, I was in Joplin, Mo., on Sunday,
May 22, 2011, where I ultimately found
myself in the path of the powerful EF5
tornado that destroyed roughly a third of
the city that day. It killed 161 people in the
process. 
I live in Leavenworth, Kan., but I

work in Oskaloosa, Kan., occupying the
editor's chair at The Oskaloosa Inde-
pendent, the second-oldest newspaper
in the state. On June 9, 2011, the two pa-
pers owned by Davis Publications Inc.,
The Independent and The Vindicator
(Valley Falls, Kan.), each carried a story
about my subject headlined "Valley Falls
native cheats death in Joplin tornado."
It was my eventual discovery of this
story while I was looking through the
back issues of The Independent one day
(I wasn’t working for the paper in 2011)
that prompted me to recently start try-
ing to locate the subject of that story,
then having found her, make the neces-
sary arrangements to interview her.
Morgan Ratliff, a 2008 graduate of

Valley Falls High School, came ever so
close to dying on May 22, 2011 when a
massive tornado rolled into Joplin late
in the afternoon and proceeded to chew
up and spit out
everything in front
of it, including the
Stained Glass The-
atre of Joplin just a
block from St.
John's Regional
Medical Center. 
"Two more feet

in either direction,
and I would be
dead," Morgan told
The Vindicator's
Marveta Davis sev-
eral days later, de-
scribing just how
near she was to
some of the many
things that came
crashing through
the floor from up-
stairs while she was
lying on her side
behind a recliner in
the basement of the building. That’s
where she landed after she dove for
cover when the air pressure suddenly
changed and the doors flew open.
When the tornado hit, Morgan had

just arrived at the theatre, where she was
a volunteer, to help take down the sets
and put away the props following the
final performance of "I Remember
Mama." As she stepped out of her
mother’s car, which had safely driven
her and the bulk of her possessions from
Deaf Missions in Council Bluffs, Iowa,
to Joplin that very day, she heard tor-
nado sirens wailing. She hurried inside,
made the front office staff and ushers
aware of the approaching storm and
urged them to get everyone down to the
basement as quickly as possible, then
headed there herself.    

A friend who also was in the theatre
when the twister slammed into it
showed up shortly afterward and aided
Morgan in emerging from the rubble
that surrounded her. She was able to
walk out of what was left of the building
on her own power, but she was in some
pain. One of her sides, the side she’d
landed on, was bruised, and she had a
gash on her left leg.
But despite the fact that she was hurt,

the far-flung car
looked like it’d
been in a terrible
accident and
she’d never see
most of her
things again,
Morgan was
among the
“lucky.” Many
were far less for-
tunate. Nearby,
two people who
had been in the
theatre lay dead, a
third would die
later and six oth-
ers were seriously
injured. One of
the three victims
she knew well
enough to call her
a friend.
In May of

2011, Morgan was a student at Ozark
Christian College in Joplin and a part-
time employee of Heart-to-Heart, a
local home health-  care agency. That’s
also the month she turned 21. Since
then she’s gone on to earn two bachelor
of arts degrees from OCC, one in psy-
chology, counseling and biblical justice
and the other in bible and deaf ministry,
both of which she received last year.
She’s currently attending John Brown
University in Siloam Springs, Ark.,
where she’s pursuing a master's degree
in counseling.

Morgan now works for a school dis-
trict in the Joplin area as a sign language
interpreter, but she still finds time to
volunteer at the theatre and is planning
to help backstage during an upcoming
production. The theatre’s new home is

a brick building a few
blocks from its former location.
Five years ago, Morgan spent her

Sunday mornings at Joplin's College
Heights Christian Church. Located just
to the northeast of Missouri Southern
State University, the church was active
in the effort to assist the needy in the
immediate aftermath of the tornado, es-
tablishing a distribution center at the
church where people could drop off
items they were donating to the cause.
These days Morgan worships at

Christ Church of Oronogo (Mo.),

which is where she did an internship in
2014 through OCC.
Morgan is the daughter of Liz Ratliff

and the late Michael Ratliff, who passed
away in early January. Her mother is the
librarian for the Valley Falls school sys-
tem but will be moving to Joplin once
the school year is over and has been
thinking about getting involved with the
theatre by helping with costumes.
Morgan also has a younger sister,

Logan, who graduated from VFHS
three years ago. Logan is 20 now and a
student at Washburn University in

Topeka.
When the tornado hit the theater,

did you think it was “all over,” and, if
not, what were your thoughts at the
time?�     
Ratliff - If you're asking if I thought I

would die in the storm, I didn't. To tell
you the truth, I didn't really understand
what was happening. I knew that it was
a tornado, but it really didn't register
that what was happening was as devas-
tating or catastrophic as it was. At the
time, all I could do was pray.�     

Former Kansan forever changed by the Joplin tornado
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See JOPLIN page 5

“Nobody knew just
how many were killed
or the extent of the
devastation at that
point, but I knew
enough from my 

experience to know
that God was there
in the midst of that
storm and that He
was going to be
teaching me

something incredible
about Himself

through all of this.”

by Rick Nichols

Above, the Ratliffs - Morgan, Liz and Logan from left to right.
The loss of husband and father Michael Ratliff earlier this

year has only strengthened the bonds among  them.
Photo by Blair Maurer. Right, the Stained Glass Theater took

a direct hit just a block from the hospital.

Five years ago this month
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Five years later, Joplin
grows after tornado

The headline for the story in the pa-
pers about the experience you had read
“Valley Falls native cheats death in
Joplin tornado.” Do you think you
cheated death and do you feel like
you're living on "borrowed time," so to
speak?  
Ratliff - I felt like those words were a

little bit heavy and didn't match the ex-
perience. I don't think I cheated death
because I understand that God has a
plan for my life. At the time, I knew
there was nothing that I did or didn't do
that contributed to my survival. No one
in the building I was in should have
made it out. I'm not living on borrowed
time. I'm living on God's time.

If you could go back to Sunday, May
22, 2011 and do that day all over again,
is there anything you would do differ-
ently?�     
Ratliff - Wow! I have definitely

thought over this exact question on
more than one occasion. There are var-
ious things that I wonder if they would
have made a difference. Part of this jour-
ney has meant that I understand that, in
the moment, I was using my best judg-
ment and doing the best I knew how
with the information I knew at the time.
I couldn't have done anything different
that day than I did. That being said, I
wouldn't do anything differently.�  

When you woke up that morning,
how would you describe the extent to
which you had faith in God going into
that day?�     
Ratliff - I had a strong faith in God. I

became a believer in 2008 and had been
walking with God for four years when
the tornado hit.�     

The following morning when you
woke up, how would you describe the
extent to which you had faith in God
going into that day?�     
Ratliff - I wish I could say I "woke up"

the next morning. I spent most of that
night wide awake, listening to the ever-
present sounds of sirens and helicopters.

My faith in God was even stronger on
May 23 than it was on May 22. Nobody
knew just how many were killed or the
extent of the devastation at that point,
but I knew enough from my experience
to know that God was there in the midst
of that storm and that He was going to
be teaching me something incredible
about Himself through all of this.� 

Overall, what has your faith journey
been like since the day of the tornado?�     
Ratliff - The summer of the tornado

was an emotional rollercoaster for
everyone (myself included). I think
what kept me grounded at all was my

n JOPLIN
continued from page 4

See JOPLIN page 22

After one of the most destructive
tornadoes in U.S. history carved a
mile-wide scar through Joplin in 2011
and killed 161 people, some thought
the southwest Missouri city would
never regain its footing.
But less than five years later, Joplin's

population has never been higher.
Major employers have moved into the
former mining city near the Okla-
homa and Kansas borders. About 250
new businesses have opened, and
most of the
roughly 500
damaged busi-
nesses have re-
built.
"I really feel

we've healed and
we're moving
forward," Mayor
Mike Seibert
said.
Beyond the

death toll, the
massive May 22, 2011, tornado — at
the top of the rating scale where
winds top out above 200 mph — in-
jured hundreds more and flattened
virtually everything in its path. About
7,500 homes were damaged or de-
stroyed.
Joplin's population of about 50,000

people dropped by 1.3 percent within
a year of the tornado. Many wrongly
expected that slide to continue; U.S.
Census Bureau figures from May
showed the city's population has risen
to 51,316.
Recovery kicked in almost imme-

diately, with help coming from state
and federal government, neighboring
towns, churches, volunteer groups
and countless strangers. Churches
and non-profit ministries rebuilt their
facilities along with business and
homes.
Gov. Jay Nixon said recently the

state's "rapid and unprecedented" re-
sponse to the tornado helped key the
swift recovery. Mercy Hospital Joplin,
blown out by the tornado, is back in
business, this time along Interstate 44
a few miles from its old site. The new
$465 million hospital was built to
withstand winds of up to 250 mph.
The high school was destroyed just

minutes after graduation ceremonies,
but Seibert credited the $222 million
push to rebuild damaged and de-

stroyed schools
with kindling
confidence. Three
months after the
twister, Joplin
High School's fall
classes started on
time, albeit in
makeshift class-
rooms in an
empty shopping
center.
B u s i n e s s e s

have taken root in Joplin with major
employers launching rebuilds or
committing to them. Others lacking
Joplin ties were so taken by the local
resolve that they opened plants:
Heartland Pet Foods Manufacturing,
for example, built a $90 million, 150-
job factory that opened last year.
Many smaller businesses also have

moved in, and about 90 percent of
tornado-damaged businesses have
opened again, Seibert said.
The growth will continue, too, with

a new campus for Kansas City Uni-
versity of Medicine and Biosciences,
which supporters say will help allevi-
ate a doctor shortage, particularly in
rural areas outside of Joplin.
Citing the level of destruction of

the twister that obliterated local land-
marks in its path, Dan King couldn't
help but be skeptical about the city's

See RECOVERY page 22
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Despite mounting persecution,
Christianity is thriving in India as hun-
dreds of Hindus and tribal animists are
embracing Jesus Christ, the Gospel Her-
ald reports.
One of the areas where conversion

and evangelistic events are taking place
is in the jungles of Kandhamal District
in eastern India, which used to be “a

hotbed of Hindu persecution of Chris-
tians,” according to the Christian Aid
Mission.
Although Hindu fanatics once used

these jungles as their killing fields for
Christian converts, they remain the sites
for evangelistic events, which a local
ministry director said have been “wildly
successful.”
So far, the director’s group has held

14 such evangelistic events since last Au-
gust, with 1,000 to 2,000 attending each
one, the Christian Aid Mission says in
its latest report.
“By God’s grace we are holding evan-

gelistic jungle camps everywhere the vi-
olence took place,” the director said. “It
is God’s doing. The violence took place
almost everywhere in Kandhamal Dis-
trict. We held a jungle camp at one vil-
lage church, and in 2008 that church
building had been attacked, broken and
set on fire, and the believers had fled to
the jungle for safety.”
The Christian ministry director, who

did not give his name for security rea-
son, said thousands of Christian con-
verts regularly gather in the jungle
camps to hear the Word of God. “They
are happy to accept Jesus as their God
and Saviour and to live for Him in the
midst of persecution,” he said.
The director said true stories about

healing and other miracles are convinc-
ing more and more Hindus and ani-
mists to abandon their old faiths and
turn to Jesus Christ instead.
For instance, there is the story of a 53-

year-old Hindu woman who put her
faith in Christ last year. She was baptised
along with her husband earlier this
month.
She said being a devout Hindu, she

previously hated Christians. However,
she was compelled to go to a Christian
church to ask for help after she was
“completely possessed by an evil spirit,”
which prompted her to embrace from
one religion to another in search of a

cure for her sickness and despondency.
She said she was eventually healed in

the name of Jesus and now she is “testi-
fying that Jesus is the true and loving
God.”
The woman said her son also con-

verted to Christianity.
“I was searching for this kind of life,

and Jesus gave it to me,” she said. “He is
the only true and loving God. I am
happy now.”
The ministry director also recounted

the story of another Hindu who had a
son with a mental illness. When a pastor
prayed for him, the young man began
recovering his sanity.
Previously, the Hindu man spent

thousands of rupees for his son’s treat-
ment, sacrificing many pigs, chickens
and goats before many Hindu gods and
goddesses. But these did not work, ac-
cording to the ministry leader.
He said they are planning to take the

Hindu’s son to a hospital to ensure his
“complete healing.”
“We are sure that through his healing,

the entire village will come to know
Christ, the Savior,” the ministry leader
said.

Joplin is now a household name, not
only in the U.S. but also around the world
for the infamous tornado that ripped
through the city five years ago this month.
In an effort to “pay it forward” and to
share what the city has learned, the com-
munity has organized a special summit to
be held this month.
Hundreds of organizations are planning

to descend on the city, not as a response
to a disaster, but to learn
how to prepare to serve
after the next one. The
Joplin Disaster Recovery
Summit will be held May 19
and 20 at the Billingsly Stu-
dent Center on the campus
of Missouri Southern State
University in Joplin.  City of-
ficials from across the Midwest who want
to fine-tune their community’s response
will also be there to learn. 
It’s a conference that chronicles the

journey from response to recovery to re-
silience with communities that continue
their recovery even today.
Panelists are coming from across the

center of the country – Minot, N.D.; Pilger,
Neb.; Cedar Rapids, Ia.; Greensburg, Kan;
Joplin; Vilonia, Arkan. and Tuscaloosa, Ala.
Each community was deeply affected by a
disaster in the last decade.
Every panel is comprised of leaders and

elected officials that have lived through
disasters in their own community. They
have real-world experience that has given
them an outlook that goes beyond any
training and are willing to share their suc-
cesses and their failures.
Breakout sessions cover topics such as

donations management, debris removal,
the factors that determine recovery re-
sources, the stress of long-term leadership,
housing solutions to maintain population
levels post-disaster, citizen engagement,

helping children post-disas-
ter, and ways to return lost
photographs and lost pets.
Leonard Marcus from

Harvard University, the con-
ference keynote speaker, ex-
plores how leaders can lead
more effectively during a
crisis as well as the phenom-

enon of Swarm Intelligence which multi-
plies recovery efforts.
The $75 registration fee is meant to

cover meals and materials. Scholarships
are available in special circumstances.
If you’re interested in seeing the

progress Joplin has made in recovery since
the 2011 tornado, there are opportunities
for guided tours and to attend other com-
memorative events.
If this conference has piqued your in-

terest, register soon as attendance is lim-
ited. For more information and to register,
www.joplinproud.com

Booming business for the Missouri
Baptist Children’s Home means that
more children are experiencing a crisis
at home, but if someone has to take care
of children in need, MBCH is happy to
be a safe, positive Christian landing
zone. Trustees for MBCH met to review
2015 and plan for the future.
The Children’s Home’s Children and

Family Ministries (CFM) saw requests
for therapeutic group homes skyrocket
in 2015, totalling 470. This is more than
double the total for 2014 of 170. Re-
quests for crisis care, pregnancy services,
and transitional living services also in-
creased. The Children’s Home’s human
trafficking rescue ministry also grew sig-
nificantly, taking in 37 adults in 2015, vs.
25 in 2014. The human trafficking min-
istry also began working with minors in
2015, rescuing six underage victims.
All told, MBCH CFM ministered to

1,255 clients through residential min-
istries, up from 869 in 2014.
CFM maintains 312 licensed foster

homes, up from 298 in 2014.
One reason for the increased demand

is MBCH’s involvement in the privati-
zation of state foster care in the north-
west region of Missouri.
However, MBCH is appealing re-

duced contracts to provide services in
St. Louis and southwest Missouri. While
the bids are under appeal, the old con-
tract has been extended through the end
of February, leaving the Children’s
Home in a lurch, said MBCH President
Russell Martin.
“What this means is that we are in a

rather awkward situation as to how to
staff in order to fulfill our obligations,
both in the short run as well as in the
long run,” he said. “If the contract award
is sustained, there is a period of three
months transitioning the cases from

one agency to another. We do not know
at this point which cases might be trans-
ferred and how each individual agency
that provides services will be impacted.
This is a logistical quagmire and adds
additional angst and confusion to the
lives of our specialists and supervisors
who already deal with families in crisis.”
Martin said he was not aware for the

reasons behind the reduced contract
awards, and said MBCH was the low
bidder.
“If MBCH does not serve these fam-

ilies, some other agency will. While it is
unfortunate if we end up losing those
cases, it is also distressing that we have
lost the opportunity to have a Christian
witness and influence with those chil-
dren and families.
In 2014, 14 children accept Christ due

to MBCH ministries.
“We have lots of challenges, but we

also have lots of opportunities to impact
the world for the cause of Christ,” Mar-
tin said. “May He find us faithful in our
work.” 

by Dwight Widaman

Hundreds of Hindus embracing Jesus amid miracles in India

A Christian minister baptizes new
Christian converts in Nagpur,
India.

DEMAND FOR MBCH SERVICES ON THE RISEJoplin Disaster Recovery Summit
wants you to be prepared
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Summer camp can be one of the most rewarding, unforgettable
experiences in a child’s life. Camp provides children with a commu-
nity of caring mentors who provide experiential education that leads
to self-respect and appreciation for life. All of the outcomes—friend-
ships, overcoming challenges, staying healthy and building charac-
ter— prepare them for bigger, brighter lives down the road. In addition
to great friendships and enduring memories, many important life skills
are learned at camp. Here are five reasons kids should go to camp:

1. To try new things. Camp pushes children out of their comfort
zone and exposes them to new activities and experiences that they
may not be familiar with. Campers get the opportunity to try out dif-
ferent things and discover new hobbies or passions. By exploring
various types of activities, children have a greater chance of finding
something that they excel at or that makes them happy.

2. To develop social skills. Camp teaches children to communicate,
to work together as part of a team and to be a leader. Leadership is
developed by asking campers to fulfill responsibilities that may not
be expected of them elsewhere, while sharing resources and atten-
tion helps foster teamwork and the desire to participate.

3. To face challenges and learn the value of hard work. Because
they feel safe at camp, youngsters are comfortable taking healthy
risks, setting personal goals and realizing their dreams. At camp, chil-
dren learn the importance of working hard to accomplish what they
want and to never give up, all in a low-stress setting.

4. To build character. On top of making new friends, campers also
develop an appreciation for the qualities required to cultivate and
strengthen these relationships. Camp provides children with the core
values of a strong, moral individual by teaching them about ethics,
honesty, caring, respect and responsibility. Parents frequently report
that after camp, their children are more kind, understand the impor-
tance of giving, are more equipped to stand up for what they know is
right, and are willing to be more responsible.

5. To foster independence. At camp, children learn the responsi-
bility of making their own decisions with the safety net of insightful
counselors and staff in a safe environment. Campers can risk finding
out what works and what doesn’t, while discovering new facets of
themselves. The camp environment provides peer support that al-
lows children to quickly overcome their need for constant parental
dependency. 

The main goal of any well-run camp program is making sure chil-
dren have the time of their lives. Summer camp is a much needed
break from the academic year where creativity, adventure, thrills,
smiles and plain old good times are the priority.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Carson Sofro is founder/director at HSBCAMPS and HSBCARES, a

nonprofit dedicated to providing basketball and educational opportuni-
ties for underprivileged youth around the world.

While we may have plans for our
lives, God can set us on a different
path—one we might have never ex-
pected. The course of one man’s life was
changed one summer in Northern
Michigan at Lake Ann Camp.
“It just kind of hit me right where I

was that the Lord had bigger plans for
my life than me just living it for myself,”
Brant Cole says.
As a high school student, Cole

dreamed of playing college sports. But
in a moment of reflection, Cole re-
sponded, “You know what, Lord, I give
it all to you.”
He was open to what God had in

store for him, and that moment at camp
was a significant turning point. 
Today Cole is a youth pastor at a

Michigan church, and he takes his stu-
dents to a camp
each summer. As
Cole brings his stu-
dents back to a
place where his
own life was
changed, he knows
what the camp en-
vironment can
offer.
“With camp,

one of the cool things about it is it allows
students to get this third-perspective

look on their life that no other experi-
ence can,” he says.

Throughout
the week, campers
have unique
learning experi-
ences that take
shape in a variety
of ways. Whether
it’s interactions
with other
campers or build-
ing friendships

with the counselors and camp staff, stu-
dents are able to look at their life in a

way they never had.
When considering the life change

that a camp or conference environment
can provide, Cole says the monetary
cost is a small price to pay.
“When you’re able to step away from

your life for a little bit and just be fo-
cused on one thing, it allows you to
commune with God in a unique way,
but also make decisions about your life
that are necessary for your spiritual life
to flourish.”
Recently, Cole had a conversation

with a student about the spiritual aspect

by Leah Hill 
THE TOP 5: 

Reasons kids should go to camp

Brant Cole with some campers and staff

See CAMP page 9

“It just kind of hit
me right where I
was that the Lord
had bigger plans for
my life than me just
living it for myself.”

Brant Cole

THE COOL THING ABOUT CAMP
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For today's tweens and teens, tech-
nology is part of the fabric of everyday
life. They're watching TV on lots of de-
vices and using smartphones and tablets
to maximum advantage -- texting, re-
searching, sharing, connecting -- and
generally causing lots of hand-wringing
among parents who don't know how
much is too much. 
While going to camp has always

seemed like a good way for kids to spend
their summers, recent studies makes
camp sound not just good but essential
for our youngsters–especially in the age
of constantly being “plugged in.”
It's not your imagination -- media

use is off the charts. Teens use an average
of nine hours of entertainment media
per day, and tweens use an average of six
hours, plus several more hours spent
using media. 
That’s well over one-third of our kids’

waking hours!
The Centers for Disease Control and

Prevention report that an American
child is six times more likely to play a
video game on any given day than ride
a bike.

What better way to unplug than a
week or two at summer camp?�Wanda
DeWaard, Section Executive for the
American Camp Association, agrees.
“Being plugged in is so isolating for

children,” DeWaard said. “And going to
camp is a great way to make sure that
they get a balanced life experience.”
In fact, one thing that most camp

programs share is the rule that tech de-
vices stay at home.
Whether it’s a theater camp, an art

camp, a soccer camp or a traditional
outdoor experience camp, most require
that cell phones and video games stay at
home or buried deep in the backpack,
only to surface when it’s time for Mom
and Dad to pick up campers.
DeWaard applauds this policy, saying,

“Cell phones encourage homesick-
ness.”�What summer camp encourages
are all the things that entertainment
media can’t provide.
DeWaard sums it up this way, “Camp

is all about experiencing life directly
rather than virtually.”

Camp a great way to unplug

Most art museum enthusiasts know
that visual art experiences are valuable
to a child’s growth and achievement,
but do we really know why? Over the
years, many studies have quantified
the benefits of fine art experiences on
a child’s development.
While we appreciate the scholarly

research, we also like to go straight to
the source for our information. For

our Top Ten Reasons to Attend a sum-
mer art camp list below, we culled fas-
cinating facts from recent studies, but
also asked for input from the TRUE
experts—kids and parents!
10. Art is motivating! Kids in art

classes can actively engage in their ex-
perience, taking risks, and developing

Great reasons to attend a summer arts camp

See REASONS page 9



of our lives. We often think of our
emotional or physical health, but we
don’t always think of the spiritual part
of ourselves.
Within student ministry, Cole con-

siders one of the biggest challenges is
getting past all the barriers and filters
students have put in place to protect
themselves.
“And rightly so,” he says. “Emotion-

ally and physiologically there are so
many things they are facing right now
that are worth having filters and bar-
riers for. When it comes to their spiri-
tual life, they also have those.”
Camp provides something valuable

that few other events can; camp allows

those barriers to come down. “When
everyone else is in the same unique en-
vironment that you are, you are kind
of all in it together,” Cole says.
But it doesn’t all have to be serious.

In fact, the activities are geared toward
building trust and removing barriers
to help students lighten up. 
“Because when a student is not hav-

ing fun,” Cole says, “they are not going
to be learning.”
Combining purposeful activities

with an element of fun can result in
campers forgetting about the worries
of life and becoming open to what
God has for them.

More at: http://thepowerofcamp.
com/the-cool-thing-about-
camp/#sthash.PMcLCsrj.dpuf
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sustained attention and perseverance.
9. Art makes you smart! Studies have

shown that kids who participate in art
experiences tend to score higher in lan-
guage arts and mathematics exams.
8. Think about it! Kids who learn to

look closely at art, using reasoning skills
to infer what they see, are able to trans-
fer those essential reasoning skills to
other fields, including science.
7. Art is good for civilization. Making

art leads to self-confidence and self-con-
trol, collaboration, empathy for others,
and care for your fellow man.
6. I can do it! Learning new things can

be challenging, and kids who are chal-
lenged to try new things develop a
strong sense of accomplishment.
5. Art is messy! Welcome the creative

disaster areas that arise when paint, clay,
tape, glue, and glitter are truly activated.
Why have the mess at home?
4. Drawing is awesome. As one kid-

experts said, “If you draw something re-

ally awesome like a dragon, you can
imagine it’s real!”
3. Freedom! Another kid-expert tells

us “the best thing about art camp is that
there’s not an exact certain way you have
to do the project. You can adjust it to
how you want it.” Individuality is en-
couraged in the arts, and kids love find-
ing their own approaches and solutions.
2. Art is for everyone. There’s no right

or wrong way to create art; art is non-

competitive, and we can all find a con-
nection between ourselves and the art
we see or make.
1. You’re student is hanging with

camp counselors who love all forms of
art, are enthusiastic, and love to share
and encourage that God-given gift and
draw it out of your camper. 

n REASONS
continued from page 8

n CAMP
continued from page 7



BLUE RIDGE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
Skyler F. Atwood
Ross M. Bousema
Tyler S. Cumberland
Jessi  A. Donahoo
Ryan P. Hudson
Madeline R. Huffman 
Nathanael J. Johnson
Samuel D. Marconett
Colby A. Petznick
DeAnna L. Stillwell 

BRIGHTON ACADEMY 
Alaric Aumann
Taylor Blubaugh
Catherine Brown
Benjamin Campbell
Lexi Carley
Trenton Davis
Talia DeGisi
Seth Nield
Theresa Olson
Joshua Potratz
Randsom Purvis
Claire Rinehart
Nicholas Schmidt
Rose Stahl
Grace Stanford
Zephan Vining
Christian Warren
Arin Whitney
Michael Wray

THE DANIEL ACADEMY
Daja Elizabeth Baker
Matthew Lincoln Capps
Jessica Marie Chaulklin
Brianne Faith Dinsmore

Margo Grace Evilsizor
Rebecca Joy Fraser
Jonathan David Hood
Sandra Makeen
Caeley Victoria Pittman
Chandler Isaiah Ramos
Robert Donovan Riley
Kirsten Elise Thiele
Mahan Gabriela Thomas
Alison Nicol Tichenor
Victoria Anne Tiesenga
Christopher Fox Wilson

EAGLE HEIGHTS CHRISTIAN
SCHOOL

Jillian Fortin
Chase Farinelli
Amelia Herbert
Paris Parker
Cheyenne Pernice-Hedrick
Alexis Plumer
Malachi Robart
Harrison Wilkes

FAITH CHRISTIAN ACADEMY 
Lillian Brink
Marcus Dougherty
Rylee Hanson
Nathan Jennings
Brittanee Marshall
Peter Marshall
CJ Rush
Madelyn Slump
Ashton Unruh
Mackenzie White
Anna Wiersma

GRANDVIEW CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
Abigail Renee Holmes
Chelsea Nyree Jackson
Wonjun Lee
Caleb Jason Murphy
Chantz Gunnar Pound
Kalia Mikael Price
Tracy Omar Sawyer
Erick E.J. Scatliffe II
Clarity Morgan Shaughnessy
Dominique Julian Young
Tyler James Zehr

HERITAGE CHRISTIAN ACADEMY
Kimberlee Araujo
Briann Bardsley
Kaylee Barr
Rachel Bishop
Rebekah Bishop
Johnny Carver
Madison Crook
Edith Earnshaw 
Kyle Fish
Mary Hershberger
Zachary Huelson
Seth Jarvis
Kayla Jones
Charlotte Kalal
Micah Kalm
Penny Miner
Madolyn Palodichuk
Brooke Reymond
Abby Schmidt
Erin Schmidt
Noah Smith
Kelly Thomas
Ryan Wetzel

KANSAS CITY CHRISTIAN
Makeilee Allen
Jacqueline Anderson
Nathan Beach
Jimmy Beatty V
Peter Beikmann
Samyu Benhur
Micah Blakely
Leighton Burnett
Kaitlyn Burns
Rose Campbell
Andrew Carnes
Connor Christians
Taylor Clevenger
Hannah Coleman
Alec Downs
Lucas Ford
Karyssa Forshey
Sarah Gromer
Briana James
Benjamin Johnson
Bryce Johnston
Claire Kim
Peter Loganbill
Kathryn McKenzie
Lucas Miller
Eden Pierce
Blase Pivovar
Andrew Schutte
Jon Swiastyn
Joshua Swiastyn
Holly Thurlow
Nate Ward

LIBBY LANE ACADEMY
Dominic DeMeo
Travaun Garrett
Alex Haywood
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Graduation
congratulations class of 2016

Aubrey Kolberg
Nichelle Nelson
Samuel Noel
Aimee Thomason
Madeline Watts
Brianna Willison

LUTHERAN HIGH SCHOOL 
Jacob Arnold
Kaitlyn Bickel
Zac Breitkreutz
Mark Buchholz
Allison Cambiano
Cole Chelton
Yen Do
Whitney Ebert
McKenna Friedel
Samuel Fritz
Evan Gottschamer
Rebekah Hinrichs
Grace Marshall
James McAllister
Angelique Meyer
Patrick Miller
Raegan Moran
Vincent Otto
Emily Patterson
Antoine Pierre
Aubrey Pohlman
Grant Richardson
Elizabeth Rodriguez
Kayla Schroeder
Josiah Schultz
Lanae Shelly
Colton Slover
Canelle Vanderford
Albert Wegener
Sean Williams
Leigha Zank
Sam Zerkel

MARANATHA CHRISTIAN 
ACADEMY

Blythe Angela Asbell
Benjamin Joel Bailey
Tabor Joel Belcher
Alana Marie Bishop
Abby Nicole Bouvier
Brooke Morgan Bowlin
Cortlyn Paige Eisele
Sara Elizabeth Elliott
Sharon Fitsum
Chase Fletcher Gourley
Andrew Vaughn Heddings
Connor Douglas Heller
Xavier Armon Henderson
Rachel Lynn Henry
Alexander James Hoehn
Jiangping Kong
Brooklyn Kate Kroening
Benjamin Wayne Kynion
Brandon Robert Laing
Andrew Byron Lynch
Natalie Grace Marmon
Elizabeth June Meyers
Xinhuan Mi
Seong-Min Moon
Jensen Lee Moore
Kyle Alan Oehrle
David Austin Peck
Jessica Carol Perry
Michael Andrey Poleleyev
Sadie Mae Prowell
Peyton Allen Schneider
Cary Duane Shiner, Jr.
John Patrick Slattery
Elizabeth Ann Smith
Grant Haden Swank
Nathanael Tesfaye Webb
Samuel Frederick Welch
YeaJun Yoon

MIDWEST PARENT EDUCATORS
Benjamin Matthew Campbell
Nathan Laurence Doyel
David James Ellison
Erika Kendall Fox
Caleb Ryan Gallardo
Cheris Joy Horsley
Holland Emily Hulse
Claire Elizabeth McClung
Joshua S. Potratz
Glenna Jeanne Vano
Avery Lee Watson
Arin Grace Whitney
Caleb Thomas Wilson

NORTHLAND CHRISTIAN 
Zach Allen
Daniel Batten
James Blanton
Madison Borden
David Bouryl
Jesse Cline
Keegan Ellis



Victoria Ferrara
Ian Fletcher
Katherine Hahn
Breann Hill
Dongam Jeong
Harris Kruse
Jacob Lammert
Tyler Littleton
Josiah Lowther
Katelynn McIntire
Rebecca Mitchell
Austin Moerer
Blake Newson
Rachel Shepherd
Ben Sprink
Markus Sturdevant
Grace Timberlake
Clayton True
Josiah Weber
Lily Wilson 
Morgan Zupan

OVERLAND CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS 
Gabe Carpenter
Donnie Clark
Sam Hurley
Rachel Kim
Payton Leonard
Dalton Linick
Keen Menefee
Gippeum (Joy) Park
Klaire Schroeder
Carissa Scofield
Randy Stivers
Quyen Tran
Lily Zamora

PLAZA HEIGHTS CHRISTIAN 
ACADEMY

Nicholas D’Angelo
Dylan Dutoit
Samantha Hatfield
Willam Huang
Amber Keasler
Amy Kim
Zachary King
James Launius
Janelle Marchman
Serena Morales
Trevor Neufeld
Rebecca Patterson
Travis Payne
Ty Sanchez
Jon Shin
Biggi Xing

SHAWNEE MISSION CHRISTIAN
SCHOOL

Ethan Arteta
Level Chamberlin
Benjamin Godoy
Jacob Harrell
Joshua Hughes
Briana Overly
Jaxson Wallace

ST. PIUS X HIGH SCHOOL 
Sarah Abney
John Adams
Todd Adams, Jr.
Dimitri Alaiwat

Charlene Badami
Luke Baker 
Erin Balint
Travis Barber
Hannah Bateman
Brendan Bauer
Peter Boos
Madison Bowman
Joseph Brancato 
Amelia Bresette
Andrew Cangelosi, Jr.
Gabrielle Chirpich
Trevor Michael Cissell
Sophia Louisa Cobos
Jackson Alexander Cook
Alexis Nicole Cox
Jacob Daniel Cummings 
Austin Craig Dass
Joey DeFabio
Teresa Marie Deters
Alexander Jordan Diaz
Patrick Michael Doherty
Zachary David Elling
Grant Rodman Feagles
Nicholas Joseph Ferrara
Rachel Patria Fox
Cori Grace Fricke
Sydney Alaina Garcia
William Harvey Gerstner
Jessica Marbella Giokas
Victoria Ann Haggerty
Meghan Leigh Hayden
Andrea Michelle Hill
Devin Roberto Huennerkopf
Claire Ginette Jackson
Madeline Christine Johannes
Gabriel Michael Jury

Molly Kathleen Kiely
Daniel John Kremer
Hā Thanh Luu  
Lucas Gerard Lynch
Silvia Helen Machauf
Allison Nicole Malott
Samuel John Martino
Lydia Susan Masnado
Ian Richard McElroy 
Alayna Danielle McGary
Shannon Elizabeth McIlhenney
Clare Marie McKellar
Emma Lynne Meinking
Austin Michael Mendez
Jordan Joseph Michalek
Linh Thu Bailey Nguyen
Joseph Hunter Niblock
Savanna Veronica Ott
Alexandria Marie Palmentere
Charles James Parrish
Henry Gordon Philip
Katherine Claire Pileggi
Kaitlyn Nicole Pittala
Madeline Olivia Platt
David Charles Ringel
Luis Abraham Rizek-Forner
Luke Daniel Ross 
Sydney Jane Routh 
Hannah Rose Rudkin
Thomas Michael Ryan 
Niccolo Martin Salazar 
Zachary Manuel Salinas 
Estevan Sanchez 
Benjamin Stanley Schmidt 
Rachel Dianne Serrano 
Caitlin Ann Sirchia 
Jessica Lyn Stafford 

Serena Virginia Stoetzer 
Morgan Alyssa Storm 
Gina Marie Tarantola 
Jacob Jonathon Taylor 
Matthew Todd Taylor 
Abigail Frances Tomes 
Anne Marie Tomes 
Maria Isabel Torres 
Jacob Benjamin VanWinkle 
Perrin Robert Yates

SUMMIT CHRISTIAN ACADEMY
Maddi Agatone
Jacob Bennett
Dylan Burgess
Tanner Butler
Sierra Cason
Madison Chandler
Phoebe Choi
Susan Choung
Caleb Dean
Shelby Dyer
Jason Fields
Zach Gensky
Hannah Glidewell
Trey Glidewell
Heather Gordon
Harrison Gregg
Emma Griggs
Mady Harmon
Carolyn Herrera
Luke Hoffman
Jacob Hoke
Brock Johnson
Tannor Kraus
John Lawson
Zachary McEwen

Josiah Nielsen
Zoe Oppriecht
Ross Parke
Marresa Ross
Micah Ruiz Esparza
Alec Rush
Ben Sells
Keeli Shearer
Kathleen Sherwood
Payton Shippy
Brooke Spies
Elizabeth Stratton
Robbie Suhr
Hailey Trimmer
Vince Vandermark
Karen Weber
Lexi Westlake
Molly Williams
Anna Wright
Sara Young

WHITEFIELD ACADEMY
Alyse Berger
Reagan Dugan
Dylan Dykstra
Justin Dykstra
Katherine Estep
Emilee French
Jack Kapple
JT Richardson
Josiah Rodriguez
Ambrose Sauter
Marissa Spain
Ashlyn Thalmann
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CONCERTS
FOCUS ON THE FAMILY: CHONDA
PIERCE WITH KARYN WILLIAMS.May 3,
7:00 pm (doors 6:00 pm). First Baptist
Church Raytown, 10500 E. 350 Hwy., Ray-
town, MO 64138
C. DAVID SMART. May 6. Homer’s Coffee
House, 7126 W. 80th St., OPKS.
HAMEL FAMILY REUNION CONCERT.
May 13, 7:00 pm. Blue Springs Assembly,
2501 NE Duncan Rd., Blue Springs, MO
64029. The Hamel family, Shorty, Dea,
Kevin and Kim, traveled the country years
ago singing southern gospel! They will
once again entertain with amazing vocals
and  instruments. 816-224-5620.
THE DIXIE ECHOES. May 13, 7 p.m. First
Baptist Church Kearney, 2151 S. Jefferson
St., Kearney, MO 64060. 816-628-6653.
DALLAS HOLM.  May 20, 6:30 p.m.
Grandview Assembly of God, 12400
Grandview Rd, Grandview, MO 64030.
Freewill offering.   (816)966.1033
MARK LOWRY.   June 4, 2016, 7:00 Pm.
Heckart Performing Arts Center, Smith-
Cotton H.S, 2010 Tiger Pride Boulevard,
Sedalia, MO 65301.  618-780-7870
RESOUND FEST 2016. June 10-11. Miracle
Hills Christian Camp Grounds, 35556 W.
200th Ave., Bethany, MO 64424. Groups
include: Building 429, Tenth Avenue North,
Lauren Daigle, 7eventh Time Down, and
Stars Go Dim.

SOUTHERN GOSPEL
(Call for groups)
ALPHA OMEGA CHRISTIAN MUSIC AS-
SOCIATION MONTHLY MEETING,
PRAYER, DEVOTION, POTLUCK AND
JAM. FIRST FRIDAY, 7pm.  10035 E. West-
port Rd., Indep., MO 64052.  
MO-KAN GOSPEL MUSIC ASSOCIATION
POTLUCK AND JAM. FOURTH FRIDAY
(except for Nov. & Dec. when we meet on
the 3rd Fri.).  Northland Christian Church,
6120 NE 48th St., KCMO.   913-432-0359.
PENTECOSTAL TABERNACLE CHURCH.
SECOND SATURDAY, 6pm.  341 S. 72nd St.,

Kansas City, KS 66111.  Praise and Worship
songs of Zion.  913-334-1009.
CGMA NW MO CHAPTER MEETING,
GOSPEL MUSIC AND POTLUCK.  SECOND
SATURDAY.  Faith Assembly of God Church,
South 13 Hwy, Polo, MO.  Travel North on I-
35 North, go North of Liberty to the
Polo/Lathrop Exit.  Turn right onto 116
Hwy.  Go 12 miles to 13 Hwy.  Turn left and
go ¼ mile.  pegcla@msn.com.
MOMENT OF TRUTH BIBLE BAPTIST
CHURCH. THIRD SATURDAY in January,
May, September & October, 7pm.  310 Ran-
dolph Rd, Claycomo, MO.  Gospel music
sing.  816-452-4426.
RADIANT LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD.
LAST SUNDAY, 6:30 p.m.  Hwy. 33, Kearney,
MO.  Open mike.  Gospel sing.  
GOSPEL JAMBOREE. SECOND THURS-
DAY, 7 p.m.  Life Christian Center, 1650 E
Langsford Road, Lee’s Summit, MO.  816-
878-4694.   

PARADISE BAPTIST CHURCH. SECOND
SUNDAY, 6 p.m.  Pot luck dinner at 5 p.m.
Paradise Missouri.  816-591-1020.

CLASSES, SEMINARS, 
CONFERENCES
27TH ANNUAL WINNING WOMEN’S
CONFERENCE. Through May1, Faith Tem-
ple Church, 1162 SW Lincoln St., Topeka,
KS. Guest speaker Evang. Bernice Pirtle.
785-235-1834.
REV. MIKE KEYES. May 1, 10:30 am &
6:00 pm. Church on the Rock Outreach
Center, 1700 SW Market St., Lee’s Summit,
MO. Keyes is a missionary/apostle to the
Philippines. Free and open to the public.
Free-will offering taken. 816-246-7625.
BECOMING ADULT, BECOMING CHRIS-
TIAN. May 1-29. Avondale United
Methodist Church, 3101 NE Winn Rd.,
Kansas City, MO 64117. We’ll review how

Christian faith develops. Each stage of
faith development identifies how faith
grows in our relationship to others. It re-
minds us how Christian education is an im-
portant mission of the church.
816-452-3518.
AVOID PROBATE. May 3, 7:00 pm. Lewis
Living Trust Center. 700 NE Langsford,
Lee’s Summit, MO 64063. 816-524-3200.
CHRISTIANYOUTH INACTION2016.
May 6 (evening) – May 7 at CEF Headquar-
ters in Warrenton, MO (Jr. CYIA). June 4 at
Blue Ridge Church, Kansas City, MO. June
12-25 at Genesis Bible Church, Hannibal,
MO. Christian Youth in Action (CYIA) is a
short-term, summer ministry (and mission
trip) dedicated to the training and develop-
ment of committed Christians (ages 14-18)
who want to be equipped to reach children
for Christ. Jr. CYIA is specialized training
for ages 12-13. www.cefonline.com/CYIA
816-358-1138.

KEEP YOUR LOVE ON WITH DANNY
SILK. May 17, 7:00 pm. World Revival
Church, 9900 View High Dr., Kansas City,
MO 64134. $10. Keep Your Love On reveals
the higher, Jesus-focused standard defined
by mature love- love that stays ‘on’ no
matter what. Danny Silk’s practical exam-
ples and poignant stories will leave you
with the power to draw healthy bound-
aries, communicate in love, and ultimately
protect your connections so you can love
against all odds.
DISCOVERY BIBLE STORYING WORK-
SHOP. May 20-21, 6:30 pm. Liberty Chris-
tian Fellowship, 1815 W. Liberty Dr., Liberty,
MO 64068. Sponsored by Fulfilled Min-
istries. Discovery Bible Storying for Obedi-
ence based Discipleship. This session is
initial training for people who are new to
the idea of using oral Bible Storying as a
means of discipleship. DNA-21 will intro-
duce the premises it is based on and pro-
vide a session of Discovery Bible Storying
within a small group context. 816-721-
3496.
MEN’S FELLOWSHIP PRAYER  BREAK-
FAST. May 21, 8:00 am. Denny Restaurant
I-70 Hwy and Blue Ridge Cut-off (across
from the Royal’s Stadium. Open to the
public, order from their menu.
WATCHMEN ON THE WALL 2016 CHAM-
PIONING PASTORS TO TRANSFORM
AMERICA. May 25-27. Hyatt Regency on
Capitol Hill, Washington, D.C. Pastors only
$249, includes two nights’ lodging and
meals. Limited time to senior pastor-space
is limited. Will you impact our nation for
Christ? Sponsored by Family Research
Council. To register or for more informa-
tion call 1-800-225-4008. 
HER CHOICE TO HEAL. Starts the week of
June 13th 2016. If Not For Grace provides
services for women, men and families
struggling from the effect of an abortion.
Contact Jama at 816-847-2911 or
jedlund@infg,org. For more information
visit infg.org. 
IF NOT FOR GRACE RECONCILIATION
WEEKEND. June 3-5. A three-day, two-

RESOUND FEST 2016. MIRACLE HILLS CHRISTIAN CAMP GROUNDS, 35556 W. 200TH AVE., BETHANY, MO 64424. GROUPS INCLUDE
BUILDING 429, TENTH AVENUE NORTH (PICTURED), LAUREN DAIGLE, 7EVENTH TIME DOWN AND STARS GO DIM.
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night retreat held at a beautiful bed and
breakfast, where abortion wounded
women and men will experience uncondi-
tional love, grace and forgiveness. Through
the support of trained facilitators, individ-
uals and married couples will be able to
reconcile with God, themselves, others,
and their lost children.
VBS: “DOWN ON THE FARM” June 13-16,
9:00-11:45 am. Holy Lutheran Church, 7851
W. 119th St., Overland Park, KS. Ages 4
(must be four by Sept. 1, 2016) through 6th
grade. Registration information is avail-
able online at https://holycross-elca.nm-
secure.com/vbs2016 or you can email
AmyViets@Holycross-elca.org. 
FIERCE MENS CONFERENCE. June 18,
9:00 am. World Revival Church, 9900
View High Dr., Kansas City, MO 64134.
Guest speakers include: Cliff Graham and
Mike Alsteil (Know the Covering Min-
istries), Dustin Smith (Integrity
Artist/Songwriter), Steve Gray (Senior Pas-
tor of World Revival). There will also a spe-
cial evening of worship and warfare
featuring Dustin Smith, Ben Woodward
and Eric Nuzum Thomason starting at 7:00
pm. Don’t miss this powerful weekend
gathering with like-minded men from
around the world! 
IT’S ONLY FOREVER. June 20-23. Faith
Ministries Community Church, 12222 Blue
Ridge Ext, Grandview, MO 64030. Register
at FMIN.ORG/EVENTS. 
NATIONAL PRAYER SUMMIT. July 14-July
17, 8:00 am. Sheraton Pentagon City, 900
S. Orme St., Atlington, VA 22204. Speakers
include: Dutch Sheets, Bishop Harry Jack-
son, Lea Carawan, Dr. David Butts, Shirley
Dobson, Dave Kubal, Jason Hershey, Pierre
Bynum, Lisa Crump and many others. 800-
444-8828.

SPECIAL CHURCH  
EVENTS
MARCH OF REMEMBERANCE KANSAS
CITY. May 1. Overland Park Convention
Center, 6000 College Blvd., Overland Park,
KS 66211. Free registration and optional

$20 t-shirt purchase www.morkc.org/reg-
ister. Day of Remembrance Activities: 1:30
pm A pre-rally, focusing on education and
remembering; 3:00 pm to 4:30 pm The
prayer March, expressing to all passers-by,
and particularly to the Holocaust survivors
and their descendants, “You are not for-
gotten, You are not alone. We will remem-
ber and we will not be silent for Zion’s
sake.”; 4:30 pm to 6:30 dinner break; 6:30
pm to 8:30 An evening of Remembrance
with Israeli recording artist and band, a
choreographed Holocaust ballet presenta-
tion by Dramatic Truth, former Knesset [Is-
raeli Parliament] member Elhanan Glazer,
and more! www.morkc.org/register.
NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER. May 4, 7:00
pm. Church on the Rock, 1700 SW Market
St., Lee’s Summit, MO 64082.
NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER.May 5, 7:00
am, fellowship/light breakfast; 7:30 am,
worship and prayer. Colonial Presbyterian
Church, 95th and Wornall Rd., Kansas City,
MO 64114.
NATIONAL DAY OF PRAY. May 5, 7:00 to
8:30 am. Platte City United Methodist
Church, 14040 State Hwy N., Platte City,
MO 64079.
NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER. May 5,
12:00-1:00 pm. Johnson County Court-
house Gazebo, S. Kansas St. at E. Santa Fe
St., Olathe, KS 66061.
NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER. May 5,
12:00-1:00 pm. Lee’s Summit City Hall
Patio, 220 SE Green St., Lee’s Summit, MO
64063.
NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER.May 5, 7:00
pm. Northland Kansas City, Harmony Vine-
yard, 600 NE 46th St., Kansas City, MO
64116.
NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER. May 5, 9:00
am. Hope Alive Christian Center, 9675 W.
195th, Overland Park, KS. Open House
Prayer Stations. Prayer stations reflecting
the 7 main spheres shaping our culture,
set up with visual aides and guides in the
church building. Live worship and prayer
all day. Participation involves coming.
NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER – DOWN-

TOWN KANSAS CITY PRAYER GATHER-
INGS & SERVICES. May 5, 7:00 am. Grand
Avenue Temple United Methodist Church,
Kansas City, MO. Please join us anytime be-
tween 7:00 am & 1:00 pm to bless and
pray for our nation and community
through: self-paced, interactive prayer ac-
tivities, intercessory prayer stations,
prayer services from 11:45 am-12:30 pm.
NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER AT MIS-
SOURI STATE CAPITAL. May 5. Jefferson
City, South Lawn. The theme for National
Day of Prayer this year is Wake Up Amer-
ica! 
FAITH IN ACTION PRAYER BREAKFAST
2016. May 5, 7:30 am. Hilton Garden Inn,
19677 E. Jackson Dr, Independence, MO
64057. Sponsored by Truman Heritage
Habitat For Humanity. National Day of
Prayer-Wayne Geiger guest speaker, Cal-
vary Bible College’s “Evidence” Musical
Performance too! Tickets: www.truman-
habitsat.org/ prayerbreakfast.html. 816-
679-1761.
ANNUAL MOTHER’ DAY CARNATION
SALE. May 8. Sponsored by MO Right to
Life-Western Region. Carnations on sale at
your local church to honor mother’s on
this special day. Check with your church to
make sure they are participating. 816-353-
4113.
FREE FAMILY PICTURES. May 8, 8:50
am. First Baptist Raytown, 10500 E. 350
Hwy., Raytown, MO 64138. We want to
take your family pictures on Mother’s Day,
while your family is all dressed up for
mom. We will have mini photography stud-
ies set up in the lobbies outside the Wor-
ship Center with photographers ready to
take your free family picture. The studios
will be open from 8:45 am-12:45 pm. A few

days later you will be able to download
your pictures from our website and make
as many copies as you like. 
MOTHER’S DAY RECOGNITION. May 8,
10:30 am. Church on the Rock Outreach
Center, 1700 SW Market St., Lee’s Summit,
MO. Special gift for every mom in atten-
dance that day. Free and open to the pub-
lic. Call 816-246-7625 or visit therockls.com
for more information.
13TH ANNUAL SPRING GOLF TOURNA-
MENT. May 13, 12:00 pm. Eagles’ Landing,
4200 Bong Ave., Former Richards Gebaur
Air Base-South 71-49 Hwy. Exit 155th St.,
Belton, MO 64012. Sponsored by Missouri
Right to Life-Western Region. Registration
noon-four person scramble. Shot gun
start. 10,000 Hole in one Prize. Putting
contest-every hole. Free box lunch by
Grandma’s Office Catering. Dinner and
Awards ceremony at 5:30 pm. 816-353-
4113.
AVONDALE UMC’S “DAY OF SERVICE”.
May 14. Avondale United Methodist

Church, 3101 NE Winn Rd., Kansas City, MO
64117. A committee appointed by the
Church Council has selected 12 projects for
2016. Sign up sheets are available at the
church or contact Elizabeth Boman, Com-
mittee Chair. 816-452-3518.
DECISION TOUR. May 17, 12:00 pm. Capi-
tol South Steps, 201 W. Capitol Ave., Jeffer-
son City, MO 65101. Franklin Graham is
traveling to hold prayer rallies to preach
the Gospel, and to challenge believers to
take a stand and take action. He’ll be urg-
ing Christians to vote, to live out their faith
in every part of their lives, and to pray for
our nation just as Nehemiah cried out to
God to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem and
restore hope to His people. 
ADVENTURES IN LEARNING PHIL &
PAM MORGAN. May 20, 11:00 am. Liberty
United Methodist Church, 1001 Sunset
Ave., Liberty, MO. 816-781-4554.
CHURCH ON THE ROCK ANNUAL GOLF
TOURNEY. May 21, 9:00 am. Shamrock
Hills Golf Club, 3161 SW M 291 Hwy., Lee’s
Summit, MO 64082. $65/person ($60/per-
son if paid by May 13, 2016). 18 Holes of
Golf, Cart, Food, Fun and fellowship. Con-
tact Pastor Ron Lewis 816-246-7625.
HEART OF AMERICA BIBLE COLLEGE
AND THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY GRADU-
ATION. May 21, 2:00 pm. Gregory Hills
Church of God, 7020 James A. Reed Rd.,
Kansas City, MO 64138.
MEMORIAL DAY WEEK TRAIL RIDE.
May 31-June 5. Golden Hills Trail Rides &
Resort, 19546 Golden Drive, Raymondville,
MO 65555. Sponsored by Heartland Chris-
tian Cowboys Cowgirls Gathering. Come for
one day or join us for the entire week. Visit
www.heartlandcowboygathering.com  or
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call 417-457-6222, for information.
HEART OF AMERICA MINISTRIES NOW
ENROLLING FOR SUMMER CAMP PRO-
GRAM. June 1-July 29. Mornings Summer
School, Afternoons Summer Camp activi-
ties. To enroll or for a free packet of infor-
mation call: 816-356-6380.
30 YEAR CHURCH ANNIVERSARY. June
5, 10:30 am. Church on the Rock Outreach
Center, 1700 SW Market St., Lee’s Summit,
MO. Free and open to the public. Dr.
George Westlake, Jr., special guest speaker.
Call 816-246-7625 or visit therockls.com for
more information. 
AVONDALE BOOK CLUB. June 11, 10:00
am. Avondale United Methodist Church,
3101 NE Winn Rd., Kansas City, MO 64117.
Discuss The Kindness Diaries: One Man’s
Quest to Ignite Goodwill and Transform
Lives Around the World by Leon Logo-
thetis. 816-452-3518.
IF NOT FOR GRACE VOLUNTEER ORIEN-
TATION. June 11, 9:00-10:30 am.
info@infg.org. 
MOTHER’S REFUGE DONATION DROP-
OFF & SET-UP. June 13-14, 8:00 am-6:00
pm. Nativity of Mary Catholic Church,
10010 E. 40 Hwy., Independence, MO. Vol-
unteers & Donations needed. Anything EX-
CEPT used car seats & cribs (due to state
regulations) and please no out of date TV’s
and computers. Donations can be dropped
off at the church on the drop off
dates/times listed. All donated items are
eligible for tax receipts. For more informa-

tion or to volunteer, susan@mother-
srefuge.org or 816-353-8070.
MOTHER’S REFUGE BENEFIT SALE.
June 15-17, 8:00 am-6:00 pm & June 18,
8:00 am-1:00 pm. Nativity of Mary Catholic
Church, 10010 E. 40 Hwy., Independence,
MO. . For more information or to volunteer,
susan@mothersrefuge.org or 816-353-
8070.
OUTPACE POVERTY. June 18, 8:00 am.
Berkley Riverfront Park, 1298 River Front
Rd., Kansas City, MO 64120. Sponsored by
Catholic Charities of Kansas City-St.
Joseph. Join us for Kansas City’s only 5K
that raises awareness and funds to reduce
poverty in our community. 816-659-8226.

FINE ARTS
AN ANONYMOUS ART. Through Septem-
ber 4. The Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art,
4525 Oak St., Kansas City, MO 64111. 816-
751-1321.
JANE EYRE. Through May 1. The Barn
Players, 6219 Martway, Mission, KS 66202.
$18, PG. “Jane Eyre” is the award winning
musical drama based o the classic novel by
Charlotte Bronte – the play premiered on
Broadway to critics’ acclaim and received
five Tony Awards, one for “Best Musical”.
THE WIZARD OF PAWS. Through May 7.
The Martin City Melodrama & Vaudeville

Co., 2450 Grand, Kansas City, MO. 913-642-
7576.
THE LIFE AND TIMES OF THE THREE
LITTLE PIGS. Through May 14. Union Sta-
tion, 30 W. Pershing Rd., Kansas City, MO
64108. This is a robust and hilarious musi-
cal treatment of the English fairy tale
about the three little pigs facing the threat
of the big bad wolf. 816-460-2020.
SING! THE BRIGHT SIDE. May 1, 4:00
pm. Good Shepherd Community of Christ,
4341 Blue Ridge Blvd., Kansas City, MO
64133. Sponsored by Jacomo Chorale. A
free concert.
NARNIA. May 12, 7:00 pm; May 13, 7:00
pm; May 14, 2:00 pm & 7:00 pm; May 15,
2:00 pm. School Day Performances: May
12, 10:00 am; May 13, 10:00 am. Bell Cul-
tural Events Center, MidAmerica Nazarene,
2030 E College Way, Olathe, KS 66062.
Sponsored by CYT. www.cytkc 
LEGEND OF SLEEPY HOLLOW.May 14.
Puppetry Arts Institute, 11025 E. Winner
Rd., Independence, MO 64052. 816-833-
9777.
DISNEY’S BEAUTY AND THE BEAST JR.
May 19, 7:00 pm; May 20, 7:00 pm; May 21,
2:00 pm & 7:00 pm; May 22, 2:00 pm.
School Day Performances: May 19, 10:00
am; May 20, 10:00 am. Goppert Theater
Avila University, 11901 Wornall Rd., Kansas
City, MO 64145. Sponsored by CYT.
www.cytkc 
MATILDA THE MUSICAL.May 24-27, 8:00
pm. Starlight Theatre, 4600 Starlight Rd.,

Kansas City, MO 64132. Matilda The Musi-
cal is the story of an extraordinary girl
who, armed with a vivid imagination and
sharp mind, dares to take a stand and
changer her own destiny. Based on the
beloved novel by Roald Dahl, who also au-
thored Charlie and the Chocolate Factory
and James and the Giant Peach. 816-363-
7827.
LES MISÉRABLES SCHOOL EDITION.
May 26, 7:00 pm; May 27, 7:00 pm; May 28,
2:00 pm & 7:00 pm. May 29, 2:00 pm. Gop-
pert Theater Avila University, 11901 Wor-
nall Rd., Kansas City, MO 64145. Sponsored
by CYT. www.cytkc 
BIG RIVER. June 2-26. Musical Theater
Heritage At Crown Center, 2450 Grand,
Kansas City, MO 64108. 816-221-6987.

FAMILY OUTINGS
MIDWEST TEA FESTIVAL.May 7, 10:00
am-5:00 pm. Ararat Shrine Auditorium,
1500 Ararat Dr., Kansas City, MO. $12. It is a
day all about tea. Tea preparation, tea cul-
ture and history and of course, tons of tea
tastings! 
GO PROJECT FAMILY 5K. May 7, 9:00 am
start time. English Landing Park, Parkville,
MO. GO Project, is connecting the local
Church and State to meet the needs of chil-
dren in the foster care system and at-risk
families. Sponsored by The Global Orphan
Project.
MARBLE DAY.May 7, 9:30 am-2:00 pm.
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Moon Marble Company, 600 E. Front St.,
Bonner Springs, KS 66012. Lots of free ac-
tivities and entertainment including a mar-
ble tournament, cake walk and old
fashioned games. This is a fun event for
the whole family. 913-441-1432.
POWELL GARDENS SPRING PLANT
SALE. May 7-8. Powell Gardens, 1609 NW
Hwy. 50, Kingsville, MO 64061. Our only
plant sale of the year features hundreds of
varieties of herbs, perennials for sun and
shade, annuals and tropical’s and more all
carefully selected by our talented horticul-
ture staff. They’re ready to answer your
questions and help you with your pur-
chases. For more information, please call
816-697-2600.
MOTHER’S DAY KC ZOO. May 8, 10:00
am-4:00 pm. Kansas City Zoo, 6800 Zoo
Dr., Kansas City, MO 64132. Celebrate mom
with a relaxing day at the Kansas City Zoo.
Moms will receive FREE admission on
Mother’s Day. Bring Mom to the Zoo for a
wild time with her cubs. 816-595-1234.
BOWLING FOR CHILDREN OF INCAR-
CERATED PARENTS. May 14, 12:00 pm.
Premier Bowling, 11400 E. 350 Hwy., Ray-
town, MO 64138. Cost $20 per person. 3
hours of unlimited bowling. Children of In-
carcerated Parents helps children whose
parent(s) are incarcerated with counseling,
school supplies, visitation, and so much
more. 816-517-9504.
NORTHEAST ARTS KC PRESENTS SUM-
MER DUSK 2016. May 21, 7:00 p.m. to
9:00 p.m. Concourse Park in the Colon-
nade Building, St. John and Gladstone Blvd
(John F. Kennedy Memorial). Free Sunset
Concert Series. Bring lawn chairs, blankets
and cooler! Family Friendly. northeastart-
skc.org 
MEMORIAL ARCHITECTUAL TOUR.May
21-22. National World War I Museum and
Memorial, 100 W. 26th St., Kansas City, MO
64108. May is a month for memorials and
for getting outside. There is no better way
to enjoy the weather than a brief outdoor
walking tour. Learn about the many ele-
ments architectural and symbolic ele-
ments that make up the National World
War I Museum and Memorial. Free with
RSVP. 816-888-8100.
CELEBRATION AT THE STATION. May 29,
8:00-10:00 pm. Union Station, 30 W. Per-
shing Rd., Kansas City, MO 64108. Pre-

sented by the Kansas City Symphony. Mov-
ing and patriotic concert. Kansas City’s
largest fireworks display. Blankets and
lawn chairs welcome. 816-471-0400.
OLD SHAWNEE DAYS. June 2-5, 6:00-
10:00. Shawnee Town, 11501 W 57th St.,
Shawnee, KS. Free. Join friends and neigh-
bors for a weekend of fun and entertain-
ment the whole family can enjoy with
music, a carnival, contests, games, parade,
crafts, shopping, food and so much more.
913-631-6545.
HOSPITAL HILL RUN. June 3, 7:00 pm.
UMKC School of Medicine 5K & June 4,
7:00 am. Half Marathon and 10K. Crown
Center, 2450 Grand Blvd., Kansas City, MO
64108. Hospital Hill Run has helped raise
hundreds of thousands of dollars for local
charities. 816-274-8444. 
VITAE PRO LIFE GOLF CLASSIC.  July 18.
Shadow Glen Golf Club.  Olathe, KS.  573-
634-4316.  

MONTHLY MEETINGS
BUILDING BETTER MOMS. The United
Methodist Church of the Resurrection,
13720 Roe Ave., Leawood, KS.  For local
mothers of children in early childhood, ele-
mentary school, middle school, high
school, and for single moms, with both day
and evening meeting times available at the
Leawood campus.  www.cor.org  913-897-
0120.
DIVORCECARE & DIVORCECARE4KIDS.
6:00-7:30 pm. Timothy Lutheran Church,

425 NW RD Mize Road, Blue Springs, MO.
Help for those going through or having
gone through divorce. 816-228-5300.
WEEKLY - CHRISTIAN BUSINESS MEN’S
COMMITTEE.Meets weekly in various
parts of the city. Call Jim Mathis, 913-269-
6709, for time and location. 
WEEKLY – FAITH BASED 12-STEP PRO-
GRAM OF RECOVERY FROM COMPUL-
SIVE OVEREATNG. Call Overeater’s
Anonymous 913-383-5933 or visit
www.kansascityoa.org for more informa-
tion and to access the schedule of various
meetings in the metro area.  
MONTHLY - MISSOURI RIGHT TO LIFE
CHAPTERS 816-353-4113.
3RD SUNDAY - CANCER SUPPORT
GROUP.  6:30-8:00 pm.  Beacon Free Bap-
tist Church, 10825 E. 79th Street, Raytown,
MO  64138.  Connect with others who
share your journey, you are not alone.  816-
353-7447.
MONDAY – MOMS AND TOTS COMMU-
NITY. 10:00-11:00 am. Holy Cross Lutheran
Church, 7851 W. 119th St., Overland Park,
KS. A different activity each week – story
time, play time, Mom’s bible studies and
fellowship, or special outing. A great way
to connect with other moms and young
children. Contact amyviets@holycross-
elca.org for more info.
MONDAY – HEALING ROOMS MIN-
ISTRIES. 3:00-6:00 pm. Healing Rooms of
Olathe, 1548 E Spruce, Olathe, KS 66061.
M-T-W by appointment. www.healingroom-

sofolathe.com 913-563-2413.
MONDAY - HEALING ROOMS MIN-
ISTRIES. 4:00-6:00 pm. Hope City, 5101E.
24th St., Kansas City, MO.
2ND & 4TH MONDAY – MOPS. 9:30 a.m.
MOPS. First Baptist Raytown, 10500 E 350
Highway, Raytown, MO  Support groups for
mothers of preschool-aged children.  Of-
fers creative activities, social events &
learning opportunities.  816-353-1994.
TUESDAY - IF NOT FOR GRACE PRAYER.
9:30 am. Crown Pointe Church, 5950 NE
Lakewood Way, Lee’s Summit, MO 64086.
kmiller@infg.org 
FREE LUNCH AND LEARN ON TUES-
DAYS, 7230 Quivira Rd, Shawnee, 12:00-
1:00.  Bring cards for networking and
bring your own lunch or enjoy one of our
for a $5 donation. Speakers:   May 3, au-
thor Rich Maxwell, The History of Mar-

bles; May 7, Judy Bond, Selling with Savvy;
May 17, Billy Kittle, Relational Selling; May
21 TBA; May 31, Mike Deathe, Business
Success.   Rsvp to
lunchandlearn@gcfc.net.
TUESDAY – FEAR NOT SUPPORT
GROUP. 7:00 pm. Lakeland Community
Church, 913 NW Colbern Rd., Lee’s Summit,
MO.  Christ-Centered support group for
anxiety and depression. Material based on
the Christian 12 Steps; Serenity Prayer also
Anxiety Centre “The Anxiety/Phobia Work-
book” by Edmund Bourne.
TUESDAY – CELEBRATE RECOVERY.
7:00 pm.  Holy Cross Lutheran Church,
7851 W. 119th St., Overland Park, KS. This
12-step Christ centered program. Drop in
any Tuesday! Contact Craig Hauser, 913-
449-7265 for more info.
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8:30pm. Timothy Lutheran Ministries, 425
NW RD Mize Rd., Blue Springs, MO.  816-
228-5300. 
2ND TUESDAY - EQUIPPING BELIEVERS
MIDWEST. 7:00 pm.  Blue Spring, Hamp-
ton Inn, 900 NW S. Outer Rd., Blue Springs,
MO  64015.  Free Prayer for healing and
freedom from addition, Free training to
heal the sick, evangelize the lost, set the
oppressed free.  913-488-6749.  
2ND & 4TH TUESDAY - “WINGS OF
HOPE”.  Blue Springs Christian Church,
7920 S. 7 Hwy, Blue Springs, MO.  A Chris-
tian based ministry to provide support for
families grieving loss through miscarriage
or infant death, because every life matters.
Email:  wingsofhope@bscc.org.
2ND & 4TH TUESDAY - MOPS. 9:00 am.
Emmanuel Baptist Church, 10100 Metcalf
Ave., Overland Park, KS.  913-649-0900.
3RD TUESDAY - LUNCH & LEARN. 12:00
pm. KC First Church of Nazarene, 11811
State Line Rd. Kansas City, MO 64114.  Each
session will focus on a different geographi-
cal area or skill set.  Please bring your own
sack lunch; desserts and beverages will be
provided.  816-942-9022.
WEDNESDAY – HEALING ROOMS MIN-
ISTRIES. 1:30-3:00 pm. Hope City, 5101 E.
24th St., Kansas City, MO.
WEDNESDAY WEEKLY – LIVING FREE,
CHRIST-CENTERED 12 STEP PROGRAM.
Front Modular , 6:30-8:00.  Abundant Life
Baptist Church, 414 SW Persels, LS, MO.
816-554-8181.
WEEKLY WEDNESDAY – CHRISTIAN

BUSINESS CONNECTIONS NETWORK.
3:00 pm, Gusto! Coffee, 3390 SW Fascina-
tion Dr., Lee’s Summit, MO 64081. 816-767-
1100.
WEDNESDAY - BREAK TIME CLUB.
9:30am-1:30pm.  Timothy Lutheran
Church, 425 NW R.D. Mize Rd., Blue
Springs, MO 64014.  Enriching environ-
ment for older adults with mental and/or
physical limitation. 816-228-5300.
WEDNESDAY - AL-ANON FAMILY
GROUP. 11:30am-12:30pm. First Presbyte-
rian Church, 601 E. Oak St., Pleasant Hill,
MO (please use North basement entrance
off Myrtle Street). Are you troubled by
someone else’s drinking? 816-540-6179
WEDNESDAY – CELEBRATE RECOVERY.
6:30 pm. First Baptist Raytown, 100500 E.
350 Hwy., Raytown, MO. Please enter
through the rock entrance. Meet in room
B-116.  For info call: 816-778-1156 or
www.firstbaptistraytown.com
WEDNESDAY – CATCH THE FIRE SOAK-
ING PRAYER CENTER. 7-9pm. 816-804-
8283.
WEDNESDAY – DELIVERANCE – BREAK-
ING CURSES WORKSHOP. 7:00 pm. First
Love Ministries Church, 4747 Hadley St.,
Overland Park, KS. 913-403-9644. Call
Tues. – Fri. after 1 p.m.  
2ND WEDNESDAY – LEE’S SUMMIT
WOMEN’S PRAYER CONNECTION. 9:00
–10:30 am.  In a comfortable setting, we
get to know each other better and take
time to pray (silently or audibly) for our na-
tion, families, Lee’s Summit Women’s Con-
nection, and our national organization. Call
Millie Mathews for meeting location: 816-
537-9898.
2ND WEDNESDAY - COFFEE CONNECT.
6:30 pm. IHOPU, 12901 S. US Highway,
Grandview, MO 64030.  An informal gath-
ering with believers from different spheres
of influence.  www.ihopekc.org/joseph-
company. (816) 763-0243
4TH  WEDNESDAY - SOUTH KANSAS
CITY AGLOW. 9:30 a.m.  Grandview As-
sembly of God Church, 12400 Grandview
Rd., Grandview, MO. Contact Mary Boston
816-804-5166.
LAST WEDNESDAY - CHRISTIAN LEGAL
SOCIETY LUNCHEON. 12:00 pm. Levy &
Craig, 1301 Oak, Kansas City, MO. First time
guest free. $10. 816-559-2173.
WEEKLY WEDNESDAY - FREEDOM
CLASSES. 6:30-8:00pm. Pleasant Valley
Baptist, 1600 N. 291 Hwy, Liberty, MO.
Meet in the west wing. 816-781-5959. 
WEDNESDAY – FREE INDEED ADDIC-
TION RECOVERY. 6:00 pm. First Baptist
Raytown, 10500 E. 350 Hwy., Raytown,
MO. Please enter through the rock en-
trance. Meet in room B-222. For informa-
tion call 816-778-1156 or
www.firstbaptistraytown.com.
THURSDAY – HEALING ROOMS MIN-
ISTRIES. 2:00-8:30 pm. Healing Rooms of
Olathe, 1548 E Spruce, Olathe, KS 66061.
M-T-W by appointment. www.healingroom-
sofolathe.com 913-563-2413.
THURSDAY - CELEBRATE RECOVERY
MEETING. 7:00-9:00pm. Life Church,
16111 S. Lone Elm Rd., Olathe, KS  66062.
913-829-7511.
1ST THURSDAY – HEART OF AMERICA
CHRISTIAN WRITERS’ NETWORK
(HACWN). Evangel Temple, 1414 E 103rd
St., KCMO. $3 members, $5 nonmembers.
816-942-1414.
2ND THURSDAY – HOMESCHOOLING

101. 7:00 pm. Country Meadows Baptist
Church, 4901 S. Lee’s Summit Rd., Kansas
City, MO 64136. Families for Home Educa-
tion offers this free class for families con-
sidering home education in Missouri. MO
law and record-keeping requirements are
presented, as well as curriculum ideas and
area homeschooling activities. 877-696-
6343.
2ND THURSDAY – FIBROMYALGIA SUP-
PORT GROUP MEETINGS. 6:00 pm.
Awaken Whole Life Center 7th Floor, 1901
NW Blue Parkway, Unity Village, MO. Con-
tact Jennifer at stayingstrong-
together@gmail.com or 816-977-7469.
2ND THURSDAY - FIBROMYALGIA SUP-
PORT GROUP MEETINGS. 7:00 pm.
Countryside Christian Church, 6101 Nall
Ave., Mission, KS. Contact Yvonne info@fi-
brocoalition.org or call 913-384-4673.
2ND & 4TH THURSDAY - MOPS. 9:00-
11:15 am. (Mothers of Preschoolers) Over-
land Park First Assembly of God, 7700 W
75th Street, OP, KS. A relaxed time of fel-
lowship, encouragement, and support for
mothers of children from infants to kinder-
garten.  Childcare provided.  Brunch
served.  RSVP appreciated. 913-432-3281 or
opagmops@gmail.com
2ND & 4TH THURSDAY - ARCHDIOCE-
SAN CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP.
7:30 pm. Catholic Life Center, Cure of Ars
Parish, 9360 Mission Rd, Leawood, KS. Fel-
lowship follows. 913-649-2026.
3RD THURSDAY - GLUTEN FREE
GROUP. 7pm. Timothy Lutheran Church,
Fireplace Room, 425 NW R.D. Mize Rd.,
Blue Springs, MO. 816-228-5300.
3RD THURSDAY – FOOD DISTRIBU-
TION BY HARVESTER’S. 4:00 pm. Fort
Osage  Church of the Nazarene, 19333 E.
24 Hwy, Independence, MO 64056. 816-
796-5879.
FRIDAY – CELEBRATE RECOVERY
MEETINGS. 7:00 pm. New Hope Church
of the Nazarene, 4330 N. Oak Trafficway,
Kansas City, MO 64116. 12 steps program
for all life’s hurts, hang-ups and habits.
816-452-8442.
FRIDAY - REFORMERS UNANIMOUS.
7PM. Fellowship Baptist Church, 901 E.
23rd St., Independence, MO. Faith based
addictions program (any and all addic-
tions). 816-252-3268.
2ND FRIDAY – FIBROMYALGIA SUP-
PORT GROUP MEETING. 3:00-4:30 pm.
Lawrence Public Library, 707 Vermont St.,
meeting room C., Lawrence, KS. Contact:
Rachel at rachelfibro@gmail.com. 785-
979-5393. (11:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.)  
2ND AND 4TH FRIDAY – MOPS. 9:30
am. Grace Christian Fellowship Church,
7230 Quivira Rd., Shawnee, KS 66216.
Support group for Moms of preschool
aged children. Offers creative activities,
social events and learning opportunities.
913-268-6300.
LAST FRIDAY - TEEN CLUB FOR THOSE
WITH DISABILITIES. 10:00 am-2:00 pm.
Timothy Lutheran Church, 425 NW RD
Mize Rd., Blue Springs, MO. 816-228-5300.
2ND SATURDAY – MOPS. The Crown 10:00
am – 12:00 pm. 7411 Outer Road, Odessa,
MO  64076. We believe that better moms
make a better world. www.mops.org 816-
230-7788.
2ND SATURDAY – SIMPLY SINGLES.
7:15 pm. Timothy Lutheran Ministries, Fel-
lowship Hall, 425 NW RD Mize Rd., Blue
Springs, MO 64014. Fellowship for singles
ages 35 and older. 816-228-5300.
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TUESDAY – HEARTLAND HEALING
ROOMS. 7:00-8:30 pm. Christ Triumphant
Church, 401 NE Chipman Rd., Lee’s Sum-
mit, MO. www.heartlandhealingrooms.org. 
1ST TUESDAY - CHRISTIAN NIGHT. 6 - 8
pm.  Skate World, I-35 & Shawnee Mission
Parkway, Mission, KS.  913-262-0711.  
1ST TUESDAY - CREATION SCIENCE AS-
SOCIATION FOR MID-AMERICA. 7 p.m.,
Westbrooke Church, 9777 Antioch, Over-

land Park, KS. Presentation followed by

Q&A; Answers to your questions regarding
Science and the Bible; “Creation Safaris”
(Res. Req’d); www.csama.org (includes link
to FB page) 816-246-4517.
1ST TUESDAY - FIBROMYALGIA SUP-
PORT GROUP MEETINGS. 7:00 pm., Life
Springs Church, Neos Youth Center, 206 N.
Webster St., Suite 112, Spring Hill, KS. Con-
tact Kim: fibrohopeand-
healing@yahoo.com or 337-852-5052.

1ST & 3RD TUESDAY - GRIEFSHARE. 7-



Evangelist Nick Hall, referred to by some as
the “Billy Graham of the next generation,” is
calling on one million people to gather in
Washington, DC this July for prayer and wor-
ship.
  “What would it look like, on one day, to

rally the entire nation together, not around

what we’re against — and that’s often what
we get known for — but rallying people
around what we’re for, and around the
change that Jesus offers?” Hall said during an
interview with “Fox & Friends”.
  Called Together 2016, the event will take

place at the National Mall on July 16 and is

aimed at gathering people to make a change.
Prominent names in the Christian commu-
nity such as evangelist Luis Palau, Rev. Samuel
Rodriguez, and Pastor Ronnie Floyd will at-
tend, along with performers Lecrae, Hillsong
United, Kari Jobe, among others. Observers
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You're never going to be fed very well
in a prison camp. And when you've
been captured by an army that can't
even feed its own men … well, you can
be pretty sure they're not going to save
the prime rib for you.
New Yorker Joseph Hoover and his

Unionist pal, Robert, were captured by
Confederates during the Battle of the
Wilderness—one of the bloodiest con-
frontations in the
Civil War. They
survived four
months in the An-
dersonville prison
camp, where
13,000 men even-
tually died. Finally
transferred to the
Florence Stockade
in South Carolina, they quickly realize
it's not much better. And even though
the Confederacy seems to be wheezing
its last by the fall of 1864, Joseph and
Robert know the war could go on for
months, maybe years yet. There's no
guarantee they'll survive to the end.
But a new pal, Tom Ryan, has an idea.

See, the Florence Stockade isn't much of
a stockade yet. In fact, it looks more like
a really crowded campsite—albeit one

where you'll be shot if you're seen trying
to leave. Still, the lack of walls gives Tom
a bit of hope. What if they could make a
dash for it. And so they do. It works out

well … for two of
them.
They're not the

only folks who
long to escape
Southern captivity,
of course. Indeed,
it seems these
Northern white
soldiers may yet

find help below the Mason-Dixon
Line—not in the camps of the Confed-
eracy or the sprawling antebellum man-
sions built by King Cotton, but in the
modest shacks and hovels of African
slaves.
Moviegoers are reminded of the evils

of slavery and what was, in the end, at
stake during the Civil War. Joseph feels
that he and his comrades are fighting for
a righteous cause, and he insists to Tom

that if they ever get back to the North,
both should return to the army and
continue campaigning for that cause.
"The Union cannot stand until all men
are free," he says. "And it cannot hold to-
gether unless each one of us does our
part." Much of that conviction of vari-
ous characters rests on their faith.
Throughout the movie, faith is an en-

during element. 
During their stay in the Florence

Stockade hospital, a nurse comes to
comfort a dying man. With Joseph lying
nearby, she tells the delirious solder that
she's a "woman of faith," and walks him
through the Sinner's Prayer so that he
might go to heaven should he die that
evening. And as the two pray, Joseph
silently mouths the words along with
them—becoming, it's suggested, a
Christian himself.
God's influence, love and sovereignty

are also acknowledged throughout the
rest of the film. When a family takes
Tom and Joseph in, Joseph says,
"Thanks be to God, and to you"—even
though one of the slaves, speaking in an
accent reminiscent of the stereotypical
slaves from Gone With the Wind, calls
them "Yankee demons." When Tom lies
about who he is and where he came
from, he's reprimanded with, "It's a ter-
rible sin to tell such a lie."
When a calamity befalls the trio,

Joseph suggests that "the Lord works in
His own ways." "How is this the Lord's

way?" Jim asks aloud in his own mo-
ment of personal agony. And yet God
does seem to use the tragedy as a catalyst
to send Jim on his sacrificial path. "We
all got a purpose," Jim says.
When Joseph asks Jim why he'd

bother to help them escape, Jim at first
says that it just seemed like the "Christ-
ian thing to do." But then he goes deeper
with his explanation. "Y'all been cap-
tives," he tells Joseph. "I've been in
chains before. I know what that is. It
ain't nothing that no man should en-
dure."
Union Bound is based on the real-life

diaries of Joseph Hoover, and it is deter-
mined to remind viewers that slavery is
indeed a terrible evil. "Those who deny
freedom to others," Abraham Lincoln
wrote, "deserve it not for themselves;
and, under a just God, cannot long re-
tain it." Subtly, the film, which por-
trays many of the darkest brutalities of

civil war, suggests that a just God is in-
deed at work, even in the midst of hor-
ror and hardship. It tells us that the
better angels of our natures (another
phrase from Lincoln) stem from a deep,
abiding faith: As Jim said, the "Christian
thing to do."
Of course, we all know that it's not so

simple as that—not now and not then.
While Christianity was the cornerstone
of the abolitionist movement, a great
many people also used the Bible to jus-
tify slavery.
But that is the beauty of a story, isn't

it? We can tell the stories that should be
told, to remind us how we—as Chris-
tians, as people—should act and treat
others. 
And Union Bound, in spite of some

cinematic missteps, tells us that even in
our own imperfections we still have the
ability to tell a story—a truth—worth
telling.

UNION BOUND      
STARS: Randy Wayne, Drew Seeley,
Isaac C. Singleton Jr.   
WRITERS: John Errington
DIRECTOR: Harvey Lowry
RATED:  PG-13 

film411entertainment
by Pluggedin

MOVIES, BOOKS, MUSIC & MORE!

Union Bound explores brutality of war and spiritual questions

“God's influence,
love and sover-
eignty are also 
acknowledged

throughout the rest
of the film.”

One million Christians to gather on National Mall July 16

See RESET page 19

NICK HALL
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The Moses Quilt and Harriet Tubman
[Editor’s Note: with the Department

of the Treasury’s decision last month to
honor Harriet Tubman on the $20 bill,
we revisit a column exploring the his-
tory and faith of this amazing woman].
I first heard of Harriet Tubman while

studying American history in grammar
school. From that point on the terms
“Harriet Tubman” and “Underground
Railroad” were synonymous. Also, from
that point on, Harriet Tubman became
one of my all-time favorite heroines. So
when I first considered writing a fiction
series based on the lives of women in
American history whose great faith and
courage made a difference, it was no
surprise that Ms. Tubman’s name rose
to the top of my list.
What was a surprise was discovering

how very little I knew about her beyond
the basics of her escape from slavery and
her subsequent involvement in leading
hundreds of others to freedom as well.
It turns out that was just the tip of the
proverbial iceberg. This lady had a mul-
titude of fascinating—and often dan-
gerous—experiences during her lifetime
and was involved in all sorts of causes.
Because she was known as the “Moses
of her people” and because each of the
three stories in “Quilt Series” is told
against the backdrop of a quilt, with var-
ious patches in the quilt representing
different times or events in the historical
character’s life, the first book was titled
The Moses Quilt.
Mimi, the elderly woman in the book

who owns the Moses quilt, relays Har-
riet Tubman’s life to her great-grand-
daughter and her boyfriend through the
quilt’s patches. The first patch depicted
a tiny cradle and represented Harriet’s
birth and very early childhood. But as
Mimi explained to her enthralled listen-
ers, there was no cradle for little Harriet
when she first entered the world. Born
in Madison, Maryland, in 1820 (some
records say 1821 or 1822), Harriet was
one of what is believed to have been a
dozen siblings. The family lived in a tiny,
windowless, dirt-floored cabin on the
Brodas plantation, where slave children

were put to work when they weren’t
much more than toddlers. 
Harriet’s owners were especially bru-

tal, and she learned at a very young age
about beatings and humiliation and
never enough to eat. But her parents,
Harriet ("Rit") Green and Ben Ross,
were godly people. Though illiterate and
penniless, they made it a point to teach
their children the Scriptures from mem-
ory and to model to them a loving and
forgiving life. As a result, Harriet grew
up feeling pity, rather than hatred,
for her masters, despite the fact
that she never had anything
close to a normal childhood.
Knowing Harriet was a

strong Christian helps me
understand how she could
have been so brave and
courageous throughout her
life. 
As Mimi explained to her

listeners, “If you want to under-
stand this courageous woman,
then you first have to under-
stand her great faith. There
was no compromise
when it came to
her belief in
God. From the
earliest age,
she was
forced into a
life that
d e -
manded
c o m -
p l e t e
t r u s t
in the

Almighty if she were to survive. She un-
derstood that, and she practiced it daily.
Combine that faith with a deep-seated
desire to be free and to see her people
free, and you’ll get a glimpse of how one
solitary woman—uneducated and
without a dime to her name—accom-
plished so much for so many.”
The next patch in the Moses quilt that

represented a major turning point in
Harriet’s life was that of a two-pound
weight. Harriet was thirteen years old
and bone weary from working in the
fields all day when she noticed a slave
named Jim took what he thought was a
chance to escape and raced for freedom.
But Harriet wasn’t the only one who saw
Jim leave; the overseer spotted him too
and took off after him.
Harriet’s heart pounded at the

thought of what would happen to Jim
if the overseer caught him. Believing she
could outrun the overseer and having a

pretty good hunch of where
the slave was headed,

she took off in an
attempt to warn
him before it
was too late.
Unfortunately

she didn’t make it.
The two men were

already facing off
when she arrived.
When the overseer

saw Harriet, he told
her to help

him hold
J i m

while he whipped him. Harriet refused
and instead stood between the two men
so Jim would have a chance to escape.
The overseer was so mad that he picked
up a piece of lead and hurled it at her,
hitting her in the forehead and knock-
ing her out. Her skull was fractured, and
though she eventually recovered, the
dent in her forehead was a permanent
reminder of the price she had paid in
her first attempt to help free a slave. 
The next patch was of a bird behind

bars. And that’s how Harriet felt, even as
she came to realize that if she escaped,
she would have to leave her beloved
husband behind. He informed her in no
certain terms that he wasn’t willing to
take such a risk and that if he found out
she was going to try it, he would report
her to the master. Harriet was heartbro-
ken, and yet her yearning for freedom
and her commitment to fulfill what she
believed God had called her to do
pushed her onward.
Finally, one warm summer evening in

1849, Harriet wrapped a meager
amount of food in a bandana and pre-
pared to slip away during the night with
her two brothers. They didn’t even tell
their parents for fear of word leaking
out. But the trip was so dangerous and
difficult that it wasn’t long before Har-
riet’s brothers turned back but she
prayed and pressed on, believing God to
lead her every step of the way. And so
He did. She made her first Underground
Railroad contact early on in her trip and
soon received assistance and direction
along the way. Exhausted and nearly
starved, she finally stepped across the
Pennsylvania line and knew that she was
free.
Though Underground Railroad con-
nections helped her find a place to live
and a job as a cook and cleaning
woman and seamstress, her heart
yearned for those she had left be-
hind, still caught in the darkness
and evil of slavery. She knew
she could never rest until she
did whatever she could to
help them escape.

The next patch on the quilt showed a
gold coin, representing the continued
cost of financing Harriet’s nineteen trips
back and forth to the South to lead out
many slaves, including her elderly par-
ents. 
Nearly every dime she earned work-

ing, combined with donations from
sympathetic abolitionists, went to cover
the cost of her dangerous trips. But Har-
riet never swerved from her mission,
and she never lost one slave along the
way.
When she died of pneumonia in

1913, she left behind a legacy of faith
and courage—and peacemaking—that
was epitomized in the final patch on the
Moses quilt, a dove with an olive branch
in its beak. Harriet Tubman, who gave
so much and suffered so terribly, lived
and died as a woman of peace, who
longed to bring people together through
unconditional love and forgiveness,
even as she carried out some of the most
daring rescue ventures of all time.
I have indeed learned much from this

great woman of faith and courage, this
“Moses of her people.”

Kathi Macias is the multi award-win-
ning author of 40 books (including The
Moses Quilt), including the 2011 Golden
Scrolls Novel of the Year, Red Ink.

She lives in Southern California with
her husband, Al. 

www.kathimacias.com

mythoughts

KATHI 
MACIAS
Author



You have so much you want to tell
your graduating senior—whether a
child, grandchild, or friend. Although
you’ve spent years sharing the wisdom
you’ve gleaned from life, somehow that
doesn’t seem to be nearly enough.
There’s always something else you
meant to say, some piece of advice you
forgot to mention, some story from
your past that could definitely help.
Instead of loading them down with

everything you think they’ll need, some-
times it’s better to supply them with
solid books that can shape them over
the long run. But which ones should
you choose? 
None of these recommendations

matter if there’s no solid foundation in
Scripture. But if that’s there, then here
are seven books to give your graduate to
help them in their journey.

Every Young Man’s/
Woman’s Battle 
by Stephen Arterburn, Fred
Stoeker, and Shannon Ethridge
Sex. Every graduate will face an on-

slaught from the world when it comes
to sex. Porn is more
common on the Inter-
net than cat memes.
Smartphone apps en-
courage hooking up
with a simple swipe, and
temptations have be-
come nearly constant.
In fact, the battle they face will likely
only grow more intense. They need
help, and the Every Man’s Battle series
gives them the weapons to overcome.
Both Every Young Man’s Battle and
Every Young Woman’s Battle tackle this
topic in a way that will stick with them.

The Reason for God: Belief in
the Age of Skepticism 
by Tim Keller
Considered by many an instant clas-

sic, The Reason for God
by Pastor Tim Keller
often appears on lists of
the best Christian books
of all time. There’s a
good reason for that.
This well-reasoned vol-
ume has become the go-
to book for answering the skeptics of

our day. With his firm grasp of Scrip-
ture, Keller will provide your graduate
with a new trust in God’s unfailing
Word.

Crazy Love: Overwhelmed 
by a Relentless God by Francis
Chan
Millions of Christians have re-

sponded to the passion-
ate appeal Francis Chan
unleashed on the world
in the form of Crazy
Love. This book has be-
come fodder for small
group studies and
awakened many to the
need to do more in their
love for God than just “trying not to
cuss.” Easy to read, but impossible to put
down, Chan’s short book will charge
your graduate up to pursue a wild love
for Jesus.

Clout: Discover and Unleash
Your God-Given Influence 
by Jenni Catron
Every teen and young adult longs to

be significant, to do something that
matters. That’s why it’s often so hard for
many to “settle down”
into one decisive career
choice or major—and
why they often doubt
their influence. In
Clout, Jenni Catron ex-
amines the life of Jesus
to see exactly what His
Philippians 2 leadership
looks like. She wants us, as Christians, to
follow His example in unleashing our
“clout” and using our gifts to impact the
world.

Radical: Taking Back Your
Faith from the American
Dream 
by David Platt
Pastor David Platt has become widely

known for his multi-hour sermons dur-
ing special “secret church” events. But

his fire for sharing the gospel is the true
engine that drives him, and you can see
that in his best-selling book Radical.
Most grads take the
comforts of home for
granted—secur ity,
money, convenience.
But this book will chal-
lenge them to see be-
yond the world to what
it truly means to take up
their crosses and follow Jesus.

Kingdom Calling: 
Vocational Stewardship 
for the Common Good 
by Amy Sherman
Too often, Christians make a distinc-

tion between “holy
work” and “secular
work.” Some jobs, the
argument goes, have a
Kingdom impact, and
some don’t. But Jesus
never presented voca-
tion as an impediment
to sharing the gospel—
He worked through fishermen, tax col-
lectors, soldiers, and doctors. In
Kingdom Calling, Amy Sherman shows
how any job can be a launching pad for
advancing the Kingdom. Plus, there’s
practical advice on how it works in daily
life.

(The Cost of) Discipleship 
by Dietrich Bonhoeffer
Thanks to recent bi-

ographies, Bonhoeffer’s
stature among Chris-
tians has risen once
again. And that’s a good
thing because his classic
work Discipleship (also
called The Cost of Dis-
cipleship) is a must-read for any be-
liever. Although the core of the book is
a study of the Sermon on the Mount,
the true power of this work is its insight-
ful (and sometimes devastating) expla-
nation of what it means to follow
Jesus—no matter the cost.
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Seven essential  books to give your graduate

Metro Voice
Needs YOU!
We need a volunteer to 

collect, organize and edit
church and 

community news briefs
each month.

We also need someone to
man our booth at concerts
and other events. (We can
provide you with tickets to

concerts during the year for
your help).

Help us be Kansas City’s
Community 

Christian newspaper! 
Email us for more 

information!
dwight@metrovoicenews.com 

say this could be the largest gathering of Christians ever in the nation’s
capitol.
  “Moments of historic change are often marked by historic gatherings,

and so, for us, we really believe that this is a time to shift the nation back
to what matters,” he said.
  In light of people’s negative views on faith, especially with the political

disagreements, Hall said that they are looking at “resetting the message,”
as Jesus changes everything.
  “We can still unite, regardless of our differences, and we really believe

that Jesus is the one that can bring us together,” he said.
  With regard to politics and current events that have been happening,

he said, “There has to be a leader that rises above, and we think Jesus is
that leader. Regardless of, really, religion or background, Jesus offers us an
example of friendship, of leadership, of character, of integrity.”
  Hall is part of the National Association of Evangelicals leadership team

and on the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association student advisory team.
He is the founder of PULSE, “a prayer and evangelism movement on mis-
sion to empower the Church and awaken culture to the reality of Jesus,”
although it wasn’t what he initially set out to do. According the
PULSE website, he wanted to share the hope of Jesus, which subsequently
resulted in the establishment of the movement in order to continue
spreading the good word. They reach out to the new generation by hold-
ing more than 150 live events annually.
  Together 2016 is free for anyone who wishes to join. More information

is available at Reset2016.com

n RESET
continued from page 17



Celebrating the 25th anniversary of
her hit song "Baby, Baby," Amy Grant
has joined pop artist Tori Kelly to re-
record a new version of her single, stat-
ing “we needed to give some new juice
to this old song."
"There's a pop artist that I love that

wasn't even alive 25 years ago,” Grant
said in an interview. An American Idol
alum, Tori Kelly has garnered quite a bit
of attention playing numerous televised
appearances and getting nominated for

Best New Artist at the 58th Grammy
Awards.
The newest version of “Baby, Baby”

was released April 29.
Speaking of new artists, Joel Vaughn

has released his debut album, Kinetic,
just last month. Recently signed to
DREAM Records, Vaughn’s premier
also includes two remixes by Chris
Howland and David Thulin. Kinetic was
co-written by Joel Vaughn, David
Thulin and Jonathan Thulin, with
David Thulin producing the album. Joel
has garnered quite a bit of attention
after his track, "In This World" was

remixed by Unikron and shown on
YoutTube, which has gotten him 12 mil-
lion views worldwide.
"I loved making this new album.

Writing with "The Thulins" [Jonathan
Thulin and David Thulin] was a blast.”
Joel's first single, "Wide Awake," has

gotten into the top 30 on the Billboard
Christian Hot AC / CHR chart in a few
weeks here in the states and was the

most added song on Christian radio in
Australia's TCM Chart. For more infor-
mation, visit Joelvaughnmusic.com.
BEC Recordings' All Things New pre-

miered a new music video last month
today for their new radio single "Be-
lieve." Off of their current album The
Good News, All Things New had offered
previews of the video before releasing
the finished product. Written to encour-
age Believers in times of trial, the song
is based on the scripture in Mark 9. Lead
singer Garrett Hornbuckle says the song
is reminder of God’s grace and strength.
“[God] can remind us to rest in the

promises of who He is and who He says
we are. We are children of God. We do
not have to live in our past anymore, we
can live in the new life and the freedom

that God has given us." 
All Things New has been travelling in

support of the Way-FM For Kids tour /
The Unashamed tour with Building 429
and special guest Colton Dixon.
Sisters Lauren and Brooke DeLeary,

known as the Christian pop/rock duo
LoveCollide,  haved released their soph-
omore project, RESONATE. "RES-
ONATE - A Ripple To A Wave," their
first of a two CD collection, was released
April 29th.   
"The mission with our music has al-

ways been to awaken a movement and
to ignite a wildfire passion for Jesus in
the hearts of this generation and those
to come,” the sisters said, “we believe our
life is a ministry and our music is simply
the vehicle God is using for His King-
dom… We had so many songs we
wanted to include in this project that it
was getting difficult to narrow down our
selection. After much prayer and reflec-
tion, we decided to make this project a
journey for our fans and listeners; a
lifestyle to embrace, rather than just a
single CD release. We decided to split
the full project into two separate 8 song
CDs. They will be 6 months apart with
music videos and devotionals for each
song released every month before the
release of the second CD, RESONATE:
A Spark into a Flame next fall.”

D.C. 
JEANES 
Metro Voice 
music critic

musicscene
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Television host Bill Maher is calling
for taxes for religion, equating it to al-
cohol and cigarettes.
“If we levy taxes — sin taxes, they

call them — on things that are bad to
get people to stop doing them, why in
Heaven’s name don’t we tax religion? A
sexist, homophobic, magic act that’s
been used to justify everything from
genital mutilation to genocide. You
want to raise the tax on tobacco so kids
don’t get cancer? Okay, but let’s put one
on Sunday school so they don’t get stu-
pid,” Maher said in a report by Chris-

tian Daily.
Maher, a known

atheist, has been vocal
about his perception
of religion as harmful
to society. He
lamented that reli-
gious groups and in-

stitutions in the U.S. have properties
amounting to $600 billion and are ex-
empt from taxes.
The television host also tagged reli-

gion as the cause of conflict in society,
and linked it to child sex abuse and the

terrorist acts of the Islamic State and
Boko Haram and child sex abuse.
“Americans are losing their religion

because they’re catching on that reli-
gions do much more harm than good.
Who enabled child sex abuse for cen-
turies? What’s the common thread be-
tween ISIS, al-Qaeda, Boko Haram,
and most other terrorist groups in the
world? Who’s behind the new law in
Mississippi that says Mississippi now
cannot, among other things, force a
baker to bake for a gay wedding?” he
ranted. 

Atheist Bill Maher calls for tax on religion; blames religion for evils in society

MAHER



illiteracy and Christians who know "just
enough about the Bible to be danger-
ous."
"The Bible can be stripped down,

vandalized, added to, taken away
[from], and 95 percent of people in the
church would not even know you were
doing it because they simply do not
know the Bible," Johnston says.
"We have the most educated Chris-

tians of all time — the smartest believers
of all time in our churches, and yet they
are the most biblically illiterate. They
know little to nothing about the mes-
sage in the Bible."
Biblical illiteracy is a needless trend in

the U.S., it seems, since the Good Book
is so widely available. In fact, 88 percent
of American households own at least
one Bible, according to a 2015 study by
Barna Group. But here's the catch: one
in four adults say they never read it.
Millennials have fallen even farther

from the faith tree. "Millennials are the
first unchurched generation in Amer-
ica," Johnston said. The unchurched,
also referred to as the "nones," account
for 46 million Americans, according to
Johnston's book.
"When you add that poisonous mix-

ture with biblical illiteracy, we're one
generation away from an all-out heresy
or schism in the Church," he said.
So why does the best-selling book of

all time appear to be losing traction with
so many Christians? There might be a
number of reasons, beginning with the
person standing behind the pulpit.
Johnston recalls a visit to a well-

known Atlanta megachurch to attend a
conference, and a pastor made a shock-
ing comment about the Bible before a
room of 4,000 other church leaders.
Johnston was in disbelief about what he
had heard, writing, "I would not have
believed it had I not been present when
these words were spoken."
Johnston quoted the pastor as saying,

"I do not preach the Bible verse-by-
verse, because that is boring." The pas-
tor's remarks left him feeling deflated.
The author noted in his book, "I left dis-
heartened. The subtle message was that
if you want to grow your church, be-
come more like Disney and downplay
the Bible."
Even one of the nation's most well-

known megachurch pastors, Lakewood
Church Pastor Joel Osteen, has been ac-
cused of dumbing down the Bible.
Osteen recently came under fire for

his tendency to avoid preaching about
hell. The pastor believes that by not
preaching "hellfire and brimstone" mes-
sages, he's giving believers a break. 
"Most people are beaten down enough
by life," he said. "They already feel guilty
enough."
But watering down the Bible would

be a mistake, since believers sincerely
want to be challenged, said Johnston.
"People want to be challenged. They

want to know more about why they be-
lieve that Jesus is the only way, and why
they live their life for Christ," the Bible
scholar says. "We need to quit dumbing
it down. We need to quit insulting the
intelligence of our church. We need to
stop it because the church wants to be

challenged to have a thinking faith. A
holistic faith."
Johnston added that when some tel-

evangelists reference the Bible during
sermons, it is often in short fragments,
void of context, and usually the text is
visually displayed for churchgoers so
they don't have to have a Bible, let alone
open one — making many Christians
all the more removed from the Word of
God. So removed that they might begin
to lose their appreciation for it, taking
the sacred volume for granted, forget-
ting that its preservation throughout the
centuries came with a heavy price.
"Christians don't appreciate how they

even have the Bible sitting on their laps
— an amazing tale of heroism and
bloodshed. … When you think about
for 300 years these Christians were will-
ing to die with their biblical manuscripts
rather than turn them over. Today we
think we're doing God a favor to barely
crack the Bible."
That observation is especially true for

some American Christians, whose ap-
preciation for the Gospel is waning due
to an un-nurtured relationship with
Christ, while other Christians around
the globe cling to their faith amid per-
secution for their religious convictions.
In China, for example, the Commu-

nist Party launched a campaign in 2014
to demolish the crosses of Protestant
and Roman Catholic churches in the

Zhejiang province, claiming they were
in violation of zoning restrictions on
building heights. It is alleged, however,
that the real objective of the effort is to
discourage the rise of Christianity in the
country. Chinese Christians rail against
the destruction of their crosses, often re-
sulting in them being beaten, bloodied
and imprisoned.
Those abuses, however, are relatively

mild compared to the atrocities com-
mitted daily against countless Christians
in many Middle Eastern and Asian
countries. The murder, rape and abduc-
tion of Christians in Syria, Iraq,
Afghanistan, and Pakistan at the hands
of the Islamic State and other terror

groups has recently been declared by the
U.S. government as genocide.
While many American Christians

don't read the Bible as often as they
should, some non-believers, ironically,
don't hesitate to put the sacred text to
good use, Johnston said. Archaeologists
are primary among them. They see the
Bible's value and veracity, and put it to
work.
"If you don't use the Gospels, the ar-

chaeologists will in Israel. These archae-

ologists, by and large many of them are
atheists, but they are quite willing to use
the Gospels and the book of Acts at their
archaeological digs, and that's signifi-
cant because these digs are very expen-
sive," he said. "They better have that spot
right when they're digging in the
ground with stratigraphy. And what
sources are they using? Matthew, Mark,
Luke, John and Acts. I think that's a
powerful apologetic for the Gospels."
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VOICE LESSONS IN OVERLAND PARK
Strengthen and bring out the color of
YOUR voice. Debora is a vocal coach de-
veloping voices of all genres and vocal po-
sitions such as choir, worship leading,
theatre, fronting bands and soloing.
www.findingyourpotential.com or 913-735-
3497
CHURCH SECRETARYneeded, part-time,
independent Baptist church near NKC
Hospital, call 452-7144 or go to avon-
dalebc.org for application.

GUITAR LESSONS FOR THE LEARNING
DISABLED.  Experienced and successful
teacher.  For more information go to:
http://www.happynoise.com
MAMURIC STUDIOS HAS OPENINGS for
reading, writing, math, test preparations,
French and Spanish as well as piano, voice,
guitar, and music theory. Instructor/tutor
is degreed and has 14 years of experience
and teaches in a fun and meaningful con-
text. For more info, please call/text Kath-
leen (913)206-2151 or
email:Klmamuric@yahoo.com.

INDEPENDENT BEAUTY SALES CON-
SULTANTS Cosmetics, Beauty, Skincare,
Jewelry and Apparel.  913-648-
4632http://michellebarnes.avonrepresen-
tative.com/  
PRIVATE VIOLIN LESSONS. Beginner
and intermediate private violin lessons
available through seasoned symphonic
youth/ teen who’s been playing since she
was a toddler. $10 per lesson. 30 minute
lessons on Tuesday afternoons between 3
and 5 p.m. during the month of June. Must
have your own violin. Contact Meyana  at

816.550.1005 to sign up or for more infor-
mation.
VOLUNTEERS WANTED:Are you looking for a
way to get involved in your community?
We have the perfect answer! Metro Voice
seeks volunteers in several areas including
a writer that can organize and compile
community church news, a booth atten-
dant to represent us at concerts and
events (we provide the tickets for you and
a guest) and someone to help us make
phone contact with Christian-owned busi-
nesses. If interested call 816-524-4522.

Place your classified ad with Metro Voice
CALL TODAY: 816.524.4522

faith. In my emotional highs and lows I
knew that God was constant. That's a
lesson that I will carry with me forever.
I am learning about God just as much
now as I was in 2011. I hope that process
never ends.�     

In the story, Marveta wrote that
your mother said Joplin is probably
the most religious town in the world.
Do you think that is true, and, if so, in
what ways have you felt loved and
comforted by your fellow brothers and
sisters in Christ?�     
Ratliff - I wouldn't say that Joplin is

the most religious town. There are lots
of places that are extremely religious.
When people describe a person or loca-
tion as "religious" it doesn't necessarily
imply that they are Christian. Joplin has
a strong faith community of Christ-fol-
lowers. There are many kinds of
churches in Joplin, a classic town in the
Bible Belt, U.S.A., and certainly more
than in Valley Falls, Kansas. I have felt
loved and comforted by my brothers
and sisters in Christ as we shared our
stories together, cried together, laughed
together, loved each other as best as we
could, when they took me in, when we
stood by each other as we adjusted to
our "new normal", as we shared the
rough times and the times when we
overcame, as they came from all over to
help us clean-up, rebuild, and recover,
and as we stuck by each other and as we
still continue to walk with each other.
The biblical metaphor for family be-
came much more than a metaphor.
That summer it became a reality.�   

If there was one thing you could say
to the people of Joplin, what would you
tell them at this time?�   
Ratliff - Joplin was put on the map by

a tornado that made history. It stayed on
the map because of how God touched
the hearts of the many who came in
contact with you. There are not many
things that I can say with certainty that
would speak for all the people of Joplin.

Here's one thing I can say with great cer-
tainty: People of Joplin, God is not fin-
ished with our story!�     

Aside from the obvious physical dif-
ferences, in what ways has Joplin
changed - for the better or the worse -
since May 22, 2011?�     
Ratliff - I think that, because Joplin is

a college town, the changes are many
and constant. People come and go.
What I think has changed for the people
who were and are here is that we know
on an experiential level that people are
what matter. Things are just things.�

Has the experience you had changed
the way you approach life and if so,
how?
Ratliff - Absolutely! The tornado

changed how I approach life! I would
say that the tornado changed how I ap-
proach life because it has shaped the way
I view life. Life is precious and life is
fleeting. The tornado made both of
those concepts more real to me than
they ever had been in the past. My life is
lived much more intentionally and pur-
posefully now. Not that I lived without
intention and purpose prior to the tor-
nado, but it has most definitely shaped
the amount of fervency and attention
that I pay towards being intentional and
purposeful every day. Life is short. The
tornado taught me to think eternal. I no
longer live "in the moment" I live "for
eternity". 

rebound.
"It was like looking at a 747 at the

end of a runway and thinking there's
no way something that big would ever
get off the ground," recalled the 73-
year-old pastor, the Joplin Area Min-
isterial Alliance secretary who moved
to Joplin from California in 1992.
But King says such doubt vaporized

within an hour, after seeing survivors
— many in shock and injured —
emerging from flattened properties
with chain saws to clear roads for
emergency responders.
"Right away," he said, "I knew we'd

be OK."
 –By Jim Salter and Jim Suhr

n JOPLIN
continued from page 6

n RECOVERY
continued from page 6

ment, which granted women the right
to vote.
“Harriet Tubman was a woman of

faith who wasn’t afraid to act on her
beliefs to fight for justice,” said
Kristina Arriaga, executive director of
the Becket Fund for Religious Liberty,
in a written statement. “Her incredi-
ble moral and physical courage is an
example to all Americans, as is her
willingness to act on her Christian
faith.”
Tubman was born a slave in Mary-

land in the 19th century. In 1848, she

escaped to Philadelphia but was not
content with only her freedom. Con-
sidered the Moses of her time, she
made 19 trips to the South through
the Underground Railroad network
and escorted more than 300 slaves to
freedom over 10 years. Her willful
personality propelled her through the
perilous journey: She often had to
draw her pistol on nervous slaves who
wanted to turn back. But Tubman’s
faith in God served as her strength,
and she never lost a slave during the
countless trips she made. A lesser
known fact about Tubman was that
she considered herself a Republican–
the party of President Lincoln whom

she admired, even though she was de-
nied the vote.

“I always told God,” Tubman said,
“I’m going to hold steady on to you,
and you’ve got to see me through.” 
During the Civil War, Tubman

worked for the Union as a nurse,
cook, and spy. She earned the distinc-
tion of being the first woman to lead a
military expedition, directing the
army on a raid to free 700 slaves in
1863. After the war, she continued to
serve the elderly and poor and re-
mained a prominent advocate for ed-
ucation and the right for freed slaves
and women to vote.

n TUBMAN
continued from page 1

someone has got to win the golf tour-
nament," Willett said. "And fortunately
enough, today was my day."
Willett is from Sheffield, England.

The British website Premier.org.uk re-
ports Willet's father is a retired vicar in
the Church of England.
While Willett has spoken in the past

about his faith, he distanced it from
golf in an interview with Daily Express.

"I am a Christian - I was brought up
in a Christian family - but a lot of the
Americans take it slightly over the top
at times," Willett said. "I think He has
bigger things to deal with than whether
I shoot 65 or not..."
But his father, the retired Rev.

Stephen Willett, told Premier's News
Hour he thinks God is blessing his son.
"I believe very seriously in the favor

of God and that's what's happening,"
he said. "In the last two years he's
played out of his socks, and I think God

is honoring him for being an honor-
able man."
For Willett, this is a career-changing

victory that almost never got started.
His first child was due, and he didn't
plan to come to the Masters.
But perhaps by divine intervention,

Zachariah James Willett came early, on
March 30. That allowed the new dad to
rebook his ticket to Augusta, so he
could play and win the green jacket

n WILLETT
continued from page 1

Ratliff, days after losing all her be-
longings, volunteers sorting clothes
for others. Photo: Neosho Daily News
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The words "religious liberty" don't
mean what they once did to many peo-
ple, especially if big business has its way.
You've seen those ridiculous "Coexist"

bumper stickers, right? You know, the
ones where the word is spelled out using
religious symbols from Christianity,
Islam, Paganism, Gay rights, Judaism,
and so on?
I call it ridiculous because, as some-

one once wrote: "The C wants to kill the
E, X, T, and the O. The O offers peaceful
non-resistance, which will be ineffective
if real trouble breaks out. The E feels like
it's been oppressed, making it intolerant
of the C, the X, and the T. The I and the
S are numerically irrelevant, but are just
necessary to spell out the word. And the
sticker is mostly directed at the T (or the
Christian), who ironically poses no
threat whatsoever to any of the others."
In other words, the "Coexist" bumper

sticker slogan assumes that each ideol-
ogy be emptied of its actual conviction
if its to work. And according to Colson
Center board member Jennifer Mar-
shall, that's what big business is currently
trying to sell to the American people.
In a piece for Religion News Service,

Marshall says the recent controversies

over religious freedom amount to a test
of whether those who so loudly pro-
claim the need for coexistence are pre-
pared to live by it.
Exhibit A is the new

Mississippi law that en-
sures that churches and
other religious groups
aren't punished for de-
clining to participate in
weddings against their
convictions, or for set-
ting personnel and
housing policies based
on their deeply held be-
liefs.
Further, this law al-

lows private businesses
and schools to set their
own policies for bath-
rooms, showers, and
locker rooms. In that sense, the law
models peaceful coexistence on very
contentious social issues.
But one corporation, IBM, is claiming

that, "(T)his legislation will permit dis-

crimination against people based on
their marital status, sexual orientation,
or gender identity or expression."

Not so, according to
Jennifer Marshall. The
law protects those with
religious scruples from
being discriminated
against.
"What the new law

does," she points out, "is
to prevent discrimina-
tion by ensuring the
government will not
force people to violate
their consciences in
very specific contexts
spelled out by the law."
For example, the law

guarantees everyone
legally eligible for a

marriage license gets one, while allowing
clerks with religious objections to opt
out of directly issuing marriage licenses.
That way, there will be no courthouse
showdowns like the one involving Ken-

tucky county clerk Kim Davis last year.
"Mississippi's policy shows that we

can coexist," Marshall says. "Why would
big business oppose that?"
That's a good question given the

number of times large corporate entities
have entered these hot debates just in the
last few years. Think of all of the corpo-
rate-led attacks and blackmail against
common-sense religious freedom legis-
lation in Arizona, Indiana, Georgia,
North Carolina, and now Mississippi.
And then think of the bakers, florists,
and photographers in places such as
New Mexico, Colorado and Washington
State who have been forced to choose
between their beliefs and ruinous fines
forcing them out of business. They were
not allowed to co-exist, at least not with-
out compromising their convictions.
As Jennifer Marshall points out, true

advocates of cultural coexistence seek
conscience protections for all, not just
those who adhere to the vision of the
sexual revolution.
Citing a poll that says 63 percent of

state residents support the law, Jennifer
writes, "Citizens in Mississippi and else-
where are looking for solutions that de-
fuse cultural tension over issues of sexual
orientation and gender identity . . . The
corporate establishment's campaign
against these common sense policies
disregards all that. Citizens would do
well to see through the big business
marketing blitz against religious liberty.
This corporate messaging puts neither
the common good nor constitutional
principle first."
No, it certainly doesn't.
– Originally posted at breakpoint.org.
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Clay Center, Kansas – Among the
many nations of the world there are
many that do not allow women to
drive, own property or even vote. Not
to mention the global multi-billion
dollar sex trafficking industry that traf-
fics women 98 percent of the time.
Despite where the world still is in its

treatment of women, it has taken a
tremendous leap forward in the last
100 years. In America, their place and
value is nothing like it was in 1850.
However, long before the establish-
ment of the women’s suffrage move-
ment they had a powerful advocate in
the first century - Jesus. Here are five
ways in which He gave value and pur-

pose to all women.
Defense. Jesus had celebrity status

easily gathering crowds in the thou-
sands around Him. They hung on His
every word. Through His platform of
influence He defended women when
society tried to demean and dismiss
them.
Challenging the status quo. Jesus

put His life and reputation on the line
challenging the unjust ways in which
women were treated during His day.
Though knowingly opposing cultural
rules He became a voice for the voice-
less.
Equality. Jesus demonstrated that

women were as equally valuable as
men. He saw no difference in a man’s
worth over a woman’s. Both were cre-
ated and loved by God.
Compassion. Jesus showed kind-

ness toward women of all ranks in so-
ciety - upper, middle and lower classes.
He offered peace, hope and freedom to
all women who would choose to be-
lieve in Him with all their heart. 
Accountability. Even though Jesus

offered promise to women, He also

called them to repentance. He realized
true freedom is not just found in
changing laws or cultural ideals. He of-
fered liberation of the soul through
forgiveness of sin. When women are
delivered from sin they receive a new
mind and heart and a new future that
lasts for eternity.
Jesus and those who follow His ex-

ample offer a message to women
around the world. Those in abusive re-
lationships, oppressive cultures and
feeling on the fringe of society, can find
worth in Christ. While publicly stand-

ing against one woman’s accusers Jesus
said to her “‘Woman, where are they?
Has no one condemned you?’ She said,
‘No one, Lord.’ And Jesus said, ‘Neither
do I condemn you; go, and from now
on sin no more’” (John 8:10-11). As
Jesus championed this lady’s worth, He
calls upon all men everywhere to
honor the God-given value that
women inherently posses.

–Clint Decker is President & Evangel-
ist with Great Awakenings, Inc.
cdecker@greatawakenings.org
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Jesus & the value of a woman

“True advocates
of cultural

coexistence
seek

conscience
protections

for all, not just
those who

adhere to the 
vision of the

sexual
revolution”
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