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Every human being matters, and we ought to act
accordingly

The media often use the label “anti-abortion” to
describe pro-life advocates. It’s true that we oppose
abortion—and infanticide, euthanasia and embryo-
destructive research. But we are only against those
things because we are for something else.

What we are for
What are we for? We are for the proposition that

human life is good, that it is worth living, that it
deserves respect and protection. We are for the
proposition that every human being has an equal
worth and dignity—that every human being has a
right to live.

The pro-life position rejects all attempts to divide
humanity into those who have rights and those who
don’t. Our society now recognizes that past discrim-
ination on the basis of race, gender, ethnicity and
social status was deeply unjust. 

We recognize that the worth of a human being
does not depend on such characteristics.

Nor, however, does the worth of a human being
depend on age, size, ability, dependency, stage of
development or the desires and decisions of others.
The big are not more valuable than the small. The
strong do not have more rights than the weak. The
independent do not matter more than the vulnera-
ble and needy.

No, we have value and a right to life simply
because we are human—not because of what we can
do, but because of what (the kind of being) we are.
That’s why everyone matters. Everyone counts.

What we oppose
It is because we support equal human dignity that

we oppose the intentional killing of innocent
human beings. And that means we oppose abortion,
infanticide, euthanasia and embryo-destructive
research.

Pro-lifers oppose abortion because it takes the life
of a human being before he or she is born. The sci-
entific facts of embryology and developmental biol-
ogy make clear that the unborn (the human embryo
or fetus) is a distinct and living human organism, a
full-fledged (though immature) member of the

species Homo sapiens. Each of us was once an
embryo and a fetus, just as we were once infants,
toddlers and adolescents.

And all human beings, at all stages, have a right to
life, whether or not they are “wanted” or “conve-
nient.”

We oppose euthanasia and assisted suicide
because killing is never the answer to the difficulties
of life. All human beings should receive our compas-
sion and care, irrespective of disease, disability or
perceived “quality of life.”

We oppose embryonic stem cell research (but not

adult or non-embry-
onic stem cell
research) and human
cloning because they
require the destruc-
tion of human
embryos. Human
embryos are human
beings in the embry-
onic phase of life. 

And all human
beings, regardless of
appearance or loca-
tion (e.g., a petri
dish), ought to be
treated with respect
and not as mere raw
material to use for the
hypothetical benefit
of others.

Living our conviction
But being pro-life is about more than just holding

an ethical position. To be truly pro-life means to live
and act accordingly.

It means treating other people with dignity and
respect—even those with whom we disagree. 

It means helping pregnant women in need and
those who suffer from illness or disability.

It means recognizing the moral gravity and scale
of abortion—the premier injustice and leading
cause of death in American society today—and tak-
ing action to save lives. Educating ourselves, talking
to others, persuading them. 

Supporting pro-life educational and legislative

efforts through organizations in your community.
Being pro-life, ultimately, is about loving others,

especially the most vulnerable. 
It is about loving our neighbors as we love our-

selves. 
Helping the pregnant teen, the young single mom

and supporting adoption and foster care and the
families committed to those efforts. 

And love isn’t just a feeling. It is a commitment.
–Mr. Stark is communications associate for

Minnesota Citizens Concerned for Life (MCCL),
National Right to Life’s state affiliate.

“Being pro-life is about
more than just holding
an ethical position. 
To be truly pro-life

means to live and act
accordingly.”
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What does it mean to be pro-life?
by Paul Stark

In 2015, Kansas was the first state to ban dismemberment
abortions before a Kansas judge stopped it, claiming such a
law isn’t allowed under the KS constitution. On Jan. 22, the
annual Kansans For Life Rally and March will celebrate life
and demonstrate to help change the Kansas judicial nomi-
nation process to the federal model, in an effort to save those
and other babies from liberal Kansas judges.

The agenda for the event is as follows:
8:30 AM REGISTRATION - Location this year for regis-
tration/donuts/exhibit booths, as well as workshops, will
be in the downstairs Capitol’s Visitor Center inside the
North Entrance, NOT, as before, on the first floor rotun-
da. Enjoy donuts, visit booths, drop off donated baby
items, pick up legislator room lists, etc. 

9:00 - NOON LOBBY - Take a tour, watch KS House in
action, and other activities to be announced. Info at reg-
istration. 

9:00 - 10:00 WORKSHOPS - Location: Rooms 3 & 4
North, Capitol Visitor’s Ctr., basement level, North
Capitol Entrance. 

10:00 - 11:00 WORKSHOPS REPEATED 
11:00 - 12:30 CATHOLIC MASS - Location: Topeka

Performing Arts Center Auditorium (TPAC) 
11:30 - 2:30 LUNCH - Available early for those not going

to Mass; later for those who are. Free will offering.
Suggested $5. 

12:30 - 12:45 MARCH FROM TPAC TO SOUTH CAPI-
TOL STEPS LED BY THE KANSAS KNIGHTS OF
COLUMBUS 

12:45 - 1:15 RALLY FOR LIFE on the south Capitol steps
featuring: Kansas Lt. Gov. Jeff Colyer, introduction of
pro-life legislators, and more. 

1:30 - 2:30 PM WORKSHOPS - Titles and locations will
be the same as those in the morning. 

2:30 - 3:30 PM WORKSHOPS REPEATED
To enter the Capitol, enter on the North side only. There

is a drive-way for drop offs. Metered parking on the street is
available. Under the capitol there is a two hour maximum.
Other options are the Crosby Parking Garage, 8th Ave
between Kansas & Jackson; Centre City Parking Garage, 9th
& Kansas Avenue; Park-N-Shop, on  Quincy between 6th &
7th; Coronado Parking Garage, on Quincy between 9th &
10th. 

For late-breaking information and updates go to the
Kansans for Life Facebook page; KFL web site - www.kfl.org;
or Twitter: @kansansforlife. 

Emergency Numbers for KFL Personnel are(785) 383-
8636 and (913) 406-4446.

Rally and March For Life to be held in Topeka January 22
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“Why are they doing this to us?” I
will never forget when an individual
with several disabilities posed this
question to me. At that time in
October 2013, I was working as a
direct support professional in a 12-
bed adult foster-care home. She
asked me this because she had been
watching the news and heard that
the federal government was cutting
food assistance benefits, which she
and her housemates used to put food
on the table. I was frustrated and dis-
appointed  about the situation with
her.

I didn’t know how to respond to
her question. Do I tell her politicians
think she can live without the $10
per month that they are cutting? Do
I tell her the government is increas-
ingly failing her? Looking back now,
I don’t think I ever gave her a satis-
factory answer. I will forever remem-
ber asking myself, “What are we
doing to them?”

While pro-life advocates are right
to plead with people to “choose life”,
some make the mistake of not
answering the question that the slo-
gan begs, “...and then what?” What
happens after a mother who is scared
to bring a child into the world gives
birth? Will she have the necessary
support to help her and her child
flourish, or will her life and her
child’s lives be excruciatingly diffi-
cult? 

Does being pro-life mean more
than being pro-birth?

In a survey by the Guttmacher
Institute, a sizeable percentage of
women who sought an abortion
responded that they did so because

of possible problems affecting the

health of the fetus. These potential
health problems could be many
types of diagnoses, from cystic fibro-
sis to mental retardation to Down
syndrome. In fact, it has been esti-
mated that between 60 percent and
90 percent of prenatal Downs syn-
drome diagnoses result in abortion.

Some of the individuals I loved the
most in my direct support position
had Down. Their affection for others
was infectious; I can’t even count the
number of requests for hugs I
received. Their smiles were adorable
and made each workday brighter.

Their comments were hilarious and
kept me on my toes. Yet, between 60
percnet and 90 percent of prenatal
Down syndrome diagnoses result in
abortion. Imagine what the world
would be like with more people who

have Down? But, as with everything
in this present life, there are costs...

From a potential parent’s perspec-
tive, if I’m being honest, if I knew my
child was going to have a disability
that would cause them to struggle
throughout their rest of their life,
that they would have a shortened
lifespan, that they would be bullied
at school because they were differ-
ent...would I be eager to bring them
into the world?

And how would I pay for their
medical care? Would I be able to
keep a job and care for them? What if
taking care of them was too much
for me and I had to place them in a
home with people who have similar
needs? Could I trust other people to
look after my child? I imagine these
are all questions parents who receive
prenatal diagnoses for their children
ask themselves. Without community
support, these parents’ lives would
change drastically. Fortunately, a sys-
tem exists to assist individuals with
disabilities and their families, which
has the possibility to ease these pres-
sures...but unfortunately, it is a sys-
tem that is continually wearing thin.

As I look around from my current
administrative position, the same
smiling faces and infectious laughs
give me a renewed sense of purpose
every day. However, at the same
time, I see just how difficult it is to
keep a non-profit afloat in the midst
of ongoing government funding
cuts, ever-changing standards, and
high staff turnover rates due to
imbalances between compensation
and responsibilities.

A field that has so much potential
to make a positive difference in peo-
ple’s lives is becoming increasingly
inadequate. And it’s not because the
caregivers don’t care, but because we
are still pushing individuals with dis-
abilities to the margins by directing
our attention elsewhere. 

The question “What are we doing
to them?” still echoes in my head two
years later.

So what does pro-life mean to me?
To me, being pro-life is about

more than being pro-birth.
It means seeing the possibilities

for the entirety of each person’s life,
from conception to death.

It means focussing on the individ-
ual and empowering her to be the
best, most whole version of herself.

It means seeing the potential in
every human being, from the
unborn fetus to the developmentally
disabled child or adult.

It means treating each person with
dignity and respect because God has
created us all in his image.

It means including and enfolding
all people, regardless of ability or any
other characteristic, into the life of
the community.

It means creating and sustaining
just, adequately funded systems that
provide support for and allow all
people to flourish and be valued.

Admittedly, this is a lofty goal in a
world marred by sin, but as Christ’s

“What are we doing to them?”

onpoint

Chris
Eakin

Areas of expertise:
• Marriage & Relationships
• Depression • Addictions
• Anxiety • Grief-Loss
• Adoption • Foster Care

COUNSELING
YOU CAN TRUST

From Heart to Home
Infant Adoption Program

877-581-5437    www.kcsl.org

For over 120 years, adoption has been a core 
service throughout KCSL’s history. Let us help 

fulfill your dream of having a child. 

An adoption agency you can trust.

followers we are called to build God’s
kingdom here while we wait for him
to make all things new and set all
things right. If we say we are pro-life,
we must be consistently pro-life--
from conception to life’s final breath.
We must follow our values and
assume responsibility to care for,
provide support for, and ensure the
flourishing of all human beings.
What more can we do for both the

unborn and the marginalized to
show that we are truly pro-life, not
only pro-birth?

– Originally from Kansas, Chris is
an administrative professional work-
ing for a West Michigan non-profit
that serves adults with intellectual
and developmental disabilities.
Reprinted with permission from
dojustice.crcna.org.
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2015 was another year of accom-
plishment as Kansas became the first
state in the nation to enact the
Unborn Child Protection from
Dismemberment Abortion Act.  

The act bans a brutally inhumane
procedure in which the unborn child
is torn apart, piece by piece, with
sharp metal tools while still inside the
mother. Over 800 precious, innocent
unborn children were destroyed with
this method in Kansas in 2014. With
overwhelming support from Kansans,
Gov. Sam Brownback signed the Act
in April and restaged the bill signing in
4 Kansas locations with big crowds in
attendance.

However—and not unexpectedly--
Johnson County abortionists chal-
lenged the law
and secured a
legal injunction
preventing the
ban from yet
going into effect.
The extremist rul-
ing came from a
Topeka district
judge, Larry
Hendricks, who
adopted the abortion attorneys’ novel
claims that a state right to abortion—
broader than the right to abortion cre-
ated by the U.S. Supreme Court in
Roe v. Wade—was secretly residing in
the 1859 Kansas Constitution!

Attorney General Derek Schmidt
filed an appeal of that decision, and
the Kansas Court of Appeals will rule
on the matter on an expedited basis

For Kansans, the potential that a
liberal-leaning appellate court and the
state Supreme Court might actually
uphold the absurd notion of a state
right to abortion cannot be understat-

ed. If upheld, EVERY state pro-life-
protective law would be overturned
and Kansans would be forced to PAY
for abortions. Much prayer is needed!

More Pro-Life news in 2015
• Kansas abortionist Kris Neuhaus

continues to battle the 2012 revoca-
tion of her medical license from the

state Board of
Healing Arts,
which called
her “incapable
of successful
rehabilitation.”
Neuhaus’ sole
income for
years was rub-
ber-stamping
approvals for

late-term abortions for Wichita abor-
tionist George Tiller. Her second
appeal sits in the Topeka court of
Judge Franklin Theis, who unbeliev-
ably allowed her first appeal.
Abortions are now banned in Kansas
at 22 weeks gestation due to the
proven pain-capability of the unborn
child at that age. 

• Gov. Brownback announced an
investigation into the disposition of
fetal remains at Kansas abortion clin-
ics. A national scandal of trafficking in
baby body parts was revealed by the
undercover videos released from July-

October by the Center for Medical
Progress.

Several Congressional investigative
hearings are under way and the U.S.
Senate defunded Planned Parenthood
for the first time ever. Pro-life legisla-
tion in Kansas will follow up the
results of that investigation, including
a law that makes permanent a court-
upheld state budget provision effec-
tively disqualifying Planned
Parenthood from federal Title X
health grants 

• Attorney General Schmidt issued
an opinion against a medical form
targeting the elderly and chronically ill
that is being heavily pushed by the
Kansas City Center for Practical
Bioethics. 

The opinion was requested by
Rep. John Rubin (R-Shawnee) and
verifies that in two distinct areas
the “T-POPP” form contravenes
current statutes that protect
patients! Legislative hearings on
this threat are planned to alert

Kansans about this “T-POPP” doc-
ument on special pink paper that
“nudges” denial of life saving treat-
ment.

As one can see from this brief

update, liberal courts harm pro-life
interests.  Kansans for Life has priori-
tized reform of the Judicial
Nomination Process. For more, see
www.kfl.org.

Kansas Pro-Life sees legislative success in 2015, looks to more in 2016

onpoint

Kathy 
Ostrowski
Kansans for Life 
Legislative Director 

Gov. Sam Brownback at ceremonial signing of historic ban on dismem-
berment method abortions with bill sponsor, Sen. Garrett Love (R-
Montezuma), standing directly behind.

“Over 800 precious,
innocent unborn 
children were

destroyed with this
method in Kansas 

in 2014.”

The March for Life 2016 is fast
approaching, and the March For Life
Education & Defense Fund is pleased to
announce that Super Bowl champ and
pro-life advocate Matt Birk will speak at
this year’s March for Life Rally on the
National Mall January 22.

As a Center for the Baltimore Ravens,
Birk is a 15 year veteran of the National
Football League.  He was recognized as
the 2011 NFL Walter Payton Man of the
Year, which acknowledges off the field
contributions to the community as well
as on the field accomplishments. Named
to the Pro Bowl six times, Birk’scareer
culminated in February of 2013 in a
Super Bowl win for the Baltimore
Ravens.

Following the Raven’s victory, Birk
chose not to participate in the White
House Super Bowl celebratory meeting
with President Obama because of the
president’s support for Planned
Parenthood, a decision that received sig-
nificant media coverage. Birk and his
wife, Adrianna, are both actively involved
in the pro-life movement, including with
their local pregnancy center and past par-

ticipation in pro-life marches.  The cou-
ple have six children and currently live in
Greenwich, Conn.

The March for Life in Washington,
D.C., began as a small demonstration on
January 22, 1974, the first anniversary of
the now-infamous Supreme Court deci-
sions in Roe v. Wade and Doe v. Bolton
and rapidly grew to be the largest pro-life
event in the world.  The peaceful demon-
stration that has followed on this somber
anniversary every year since is a witness
to the truth concerning the greatest
human rights violation of our time,
abortion.

NFL Player Will Headline March
for Life in Washington D.C.
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43rd Anniversary of Roe vs. Wade: 60 million U.S. Abortions 

Rally, Learn, Pray & March for Life!  
Topeka, Kansas Friday, Jan. 22 
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save those and other babies from liberal Kansas judges! 
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We all know that when it
comes to TV monitors, bigger is
always better.  A bigger monitor
also can be lifesaving, especially
if it vividly reveals the little arms,
legs and heartbeat of a preborn
baby in the womb of an uncer-
tain new mom considering abor-
tion.

Recently, our volunteer nurse
sonographer saw a young
woman's heart change before her
eyes, due to a newly donated and
installed 27-inch monitor in our
Grandview ultrasound room. In
her words:

“The patient thought she was
13 weeks pregnant, but accord-
ing to the ultrasound, was actu-
ally 15 weeks into her pregnancy.
I clearly could see a change of
heart as I was doing the ultra-
sound.  

Previously our patients had a
very small ultrasound machine
screen to look at and had a hard-
er time seeing everything.  With
the larger screen the baby's arms,
legs and heartbeat were all so
much more vivid and clear to
see.  The young woman smiled as
she watched the large image of
her baby and I could see her
growing excitement about
becoming a mom. 

I asked her what her decision
would be now that she had seen
her baby, and she said she was
now deciding to parent! I have
never experienced so quick a
change in a patient's decision as I
did with this girl.  I thank God
for this new larger screen.”

The big screen literally saved a
baby's life, thanks to the generos-
ity of someone who saw a need
and donated funds, a faithful
staff member who installed the
monitor and a volunteer nurse
who lovingly performed the
ultrasound.  Everyone plays a
part in saving lives at The
Women's Clinic of Kansas City. 

Contact The Women’s Clinic
today at 816-836-9000 or visit
www.twcfriends.com for ways
you can help save lives!

New Monitor
for The

Women’s Clinic
Makes Big 
Difference

The National Pro-Life Religious
Council will honor Kansans and
Gov. Sam Brownback on Jan. 22
with the National Pro-Life
Recognition Award for the enact-
ment of the “Unborn Child
Protection from Dismemberment
Abortion Act.”

The presentation is part of the
annual events at the Washington,
D.C. March for Life, marking the
tragic 1973 U.S. Supreme Court
Roe v Wade ruling that legalized
abortion and the destruction of an
estimated 58 million unborn chil-
dren.

Fr. Frank Pavone, head of Priests
for Life and president of the NPR
Council, has announced that Gov.
Brownback will be a guest of
honor at the prayer gathering at
Constitution Hall, 1776 D Street
NW, in Washington, D.C., opening
with a Catholic Mass at 7:30 a.m.,
and followed by an interdenomi-
national service from 8:30 to 10:30
a.m. The event is free and open to
the public, with no tickets
required.

Members of the NPR Council
Host committee include represen-
tatives from the National Right to
Life Committee, Family Research
Council, Alliance Defending
Freedom, Bott Radio Network, and
other pro-life groups.

Gov. Brownback released this
statement:

“As Governor of Kansas I have
signed 15 Right to Life bills reaf-
firming our commitment that life
at all stages is sacred and valuable.
I appreciate the efforts of the
National Pro-life Religious
Council, Priests for Life and their
allied organizations in recognizing
the people of Kansas and their
elected officials at the National
Prayer Service. Kansas has enacted
legislation protecting unborn chil-
dren from dismemberment abor-
tions, and I encourage other states
to do the same. I ask you, therefore,
to join me at this prayer service, so
that the action we have taken in
Kansas can be an encouragement
to similar efforts throughout this

great land.”
The historic

“Unborn Child
Protection from
Dismemberment
Abortion Act”  pro-
hibits a gruesome
method in which
the abortionist tears
apart a living, well-
formed, unborn
child– piece by
piece –with sharp
metal clamps and
scissors.

The draft legisla-
tion for the
“Unborn Child
Protection from
Dismemberment
Abortion Act” was
developed by
Kansans for Life
with the National
Right to Life Committee; Sen.
Garrett Love (R-Montezuma) was
lead sponsor. Public support for
the bill was overwhelming and cer-
emonial bill signings by Gov.
Brownback were held in four
Kansas cities.

• The Act is currently
blocked in Kansas by a temporary
injunction, awaiting a ruling from
the State Court of Appeals.

• Oklahoma passed the Act
and it is under injunction in feder-
al court.

• The Act is being consid-
ered in several other state legisla-
tures and has been filed in the U.S.
House of Representatives.

The “Unborn Child Protection
from Dismemberment Abortion
Act” was crafted to be upheld by
the U.S. Supreme Court, with the
same reasoning they cited for
upholding a ban on partial-birth
method abortions in 2007
(emphasis added):

“[W]hen it has a rational basis to
act, and it does not impose an
undue burden, the State may use
its regulatory power to bar certain
procedures and substitute others,
all in furtherance of its legitimate
interests in regulating the medical

profession in order to promote
respect for life, including life of the

unborn.” [Gonzales v Carhart, 550
U.S. at 158]

Adopt Kansas Kids works to connect foster and approved adoptive families with children throughout Kansas who 
need adoption. This service is provided by the Kansas Children’s Service League through a contract with the 

Kansas Department for Children and Families (DCF).

www.adoptKSkids.org      877-457-5430 

Every child deserves a loving, caring home.  A family they can call their own. 
A place where they belong. With people who will be there for them always.

Pro-Life Award to Kansas & Gov. Brownback on Jan. 22

2015 Rally for Life at the State Capitol in Topeka


