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C O L L E G E  G U I D E

Faculty
       Research and antidotal stories
continue to prove that faculty are
amongst the top influencers in the
university experience for college stu-
dents. No matter if you're attending a
rural liberal arts college, a suburban
community college or even an urban
university--- professors weld tremen-
dous influence in the minds of
undergraduates. They are intellectu-
ally gifted individuals who hold
advanced academic degrees, have a
protected platform for expressing
their viewpoints, and hold the weight
of evaluating students' academic
progress. All this
means that students
tend to hold them in
high regard and are
influenced greatly by
them. Faculty who are
believers in Christ
bring to the university
a biblical framework
through which they
live, teach, research,
publish and serve the
community.
Gratefully, there are
Christian faculty at
most colleges and
universities in the
country. However, it's

a powerful thing at a Christian uni-
versity to have ALL believers in
Christ fulfilling their calling in a con-
text of faith-based higher education.
The Christian colleges assure that a
consistent faith understanding is
nourished in the hearts and minds of
college students. Over the course of
four years that has considerable influ-
ence in their development.

Curriculum
       The courses you take in college
aren't random ideas thrown together
without considerable thought and
planning. There is a logic undergird-

ing the majors offered and
the classes selected by fac-
ulty to be offered to stu-
dents. At a Christian insti-
tution your courses are
rigorous from a content
aspect but also in that
you're challenged to con-
sider biblical principles
that bring into play ethics
and morality--- all the
while contextualizing
them and comparing
them with other philo-
sophical viewpoints. That
brings into a student's
experience a challenge
that causes most to

unpack their faith--- and in the con-
text of a supportive community, re-
pack their faith. Research shows that
faith changes considerably during the
college years in a positive direction at
Christian universities while at other
types of colleges and universities it
suffers. In fact, the majority of
Christian students at non-Christian
universities will step away from their
faith during those years. Given all the
choices and decisions students have
during those four years that are long-
lasting--- it is important to be in the
right environment. For most

Christian students the best place for
them is a Christian university--- in
large part because of the curriculum.

Finances
       It's a well known fact that higher
education is pricey, especially at pri-
vate colleges and for those from out
of state studying at public universi-
ties.
       Christian colleges are committed
to their mission to a degree that they
do significant fundraising to help
provide financial assistance to stu-
dents to help meet the cost of educa-

tion. The scholarships and grants
coupled with federal and state aid
help bring the out-of-pocket cost to
manageable levels for many families.
Look beyond the published price and
realize that's not what most students
end up paying to the university. The
investment is still significant, but so
are the results in the type of student
that graduates from a Christian uni-
versity.

A Culture of Care
       While not all Christian colleges
are the same--- they do have a com-
mon goal of having a culture of care
for students that provides a support
environment in which to learn and
grow. That doesn't mean your mom
is standing over you watching your
every move. It's living in a communi-
ty that supports you and upholds you
in the tough times and celebrates
your good times. Not all college types
are able to fulfill that as well as
Christian universities. Other colleges
don't share a faith distinctive that for-
tifies students' experiences. Modern
media provides constant examples of
negative behaviors and outcomes
that cause great heartache and in
some cases, change the course of life.

Top 11 reasons why students should
consider a Christian college today

By Tara Ryan Walker

       It’s pretty common to hear people talk about
their college years as life-changing experiences.
College is a time when people go out on their
own for the first time and take big steps in figur-
ing out who they are. That was the case for me.
       When I graduated from Missouri’s Hannibal-
LaGrange College, I was a very different person
from who I was when I first stepped foot on cam-
pus. Most of the major changes in my life are
because of the specific opportunities I found at a
Christian college.
       There were many differences between the
pre-college Tara and the post-college Tara. Here
are three of them:

Understanding the Word
       When I started college, I was a “baby
Christian.” My Bible knowledge was very limited.
I’d tried to read the Bible but I just didn’t get it. I
thought the Old Testament was especially confus-
ing. I didn’t understand all those laws, rituals and
sacrifices. I didn’t see how any of it applied to me.
       Because I didn’t get the Bible, I had no inter-
est in even trying. However, Old Testament was a
required general education course at Hannibal-
LaGrange. I never would have taken this class on

my own, but it opened my eyes. I began to see
that God instituted the laws and rituals to show
people his holiness.
       Other courses made God’s Word come alive
in ways I never would have discovered on my
own. As an upperclassman, I took classes in ana-

lytical Bible studies and used tools like Bible dic-
tionaries and commentaries. My professors chal-
lenged me to go beyond the surface and look for
the deeper meaning of a passage. And the amaz-
ing thing: I learned how!
       The post-college Tara enjoyed reading God’s

Word—and God gave me a hunger to read more.
Now, when I experience trials or need direction
from God, I know where to look for guidance
and how to view Scripture’s meaning. I under-
stand how the Bible connects with my daily life.
It’s not an old book of hard-to-understand
ideas—it’s a living light.

A Bigger Worldview
       The pre-college Tara was pretty sheltered. I
grew up in a rural Illinois farming community
where I didn’t interact with people of different
backgrounds, worldviews, ethnicities or beliefs.
Everybody was pretty similar and I was comfort-
able in this “bubble.” That all changed the day I
started college.
       Never before had I been surrounded by peo-
ple from so many different backgrounds. I stud-
ied algebra with a student from Zimbabwe. In lit-
erature class, one of my friends was from
Panama. I met other students from the
Caribbean, Canada and almost every state in the
U.S. We had different experiences, different views
of the world and, yes, different accents.
       I could have experienced this diversity at a
public university, but at a Christian school there

CHRISTIAN COLLEGE CHANGED MY LIFE

n See REASONS on page 19

College sparked my spiritual journey and led me to a place of deeper faith

n See CHANGED LIFE on page 24
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      College-bound students and
those already on campus have an
important date to mark on their cal-
endars next fall: October 1.
      That’s when you can begin filing
the paperwork needed to get finan-
cial aid for the 2018-2019 academic
year. The Free Application for
Federal Student Aid—FAFSA—is
used to determine how much aid
you’ll get in the form of loans,
grants, work-study programs, and
scholarships from the federal govern-
ment as well as states, colleges, and
even scholarship-granting organiza-
tions.
      Until this year, the application
wasn’t available until January 1. The
new date gives students more time to
fill out the form, and makes it easier
for those heading to college for the
first time next fall to factor in cost as
they choose schools to apply to.
      “Choosing a college is about
social fit, academic fit, and financial
fit. This lets students and their fami-
lies think about the financial aspect
at the beginning of the process,” says
Abigail Seldin, vice president of
innovation and product manage-
ment for nonprofit education com-
pany ECMC, which offers a free col-
lege-cost search tool called College
Abacus. 

How to Get an Earlier
Estimate of College Costs
      Depending on whether you file
online or on paper, you’ll get a
Student Aid Report (SAR) from the
Department of Education three days
to three weeks after submitting your
FAFSA paperwork. The SAR tells
you whether you qualify for federal

need-based aid such as federal Pell
Grants and work-study programs.
Your FAFSA is also submitted for
you to the schools you list on the
application.
      The SAR won’t tell you how
much financial aid, in the form of
grants and scholarships, you’ll get
from the colleges you want to attend.
Schools use the FAFSA info to see
what government aid you qualify for,
but it’s the college that determines
your total aid package. The amount
can vary significantly by college;
some may have their own funds to
use for financial aid. “Every school
has its own financial aid formula,”
says Seldin.
      But you can use the SAR infor-
mation to get a more precise picture
of just how much a school will cost
before you apply to it. Every school
has a net price calculator (NPC),
which will tell you what the school
costs after subtracting expected
grants and scholarships. Go to your
school’s website to use their NPC or
to a site like College Abacus, which
compares results of NPCs from
about 5,000 schools.

What the Changes 
Mean for You
      In addition to the FAFSA appli-
cation date moving up, there are sev-
eral other changes this year that you
should know about.
      You’ll use the previous year’s tax
return. Previously, you had to enter
tax information from your prior
year’s tax filing. That meant that if
you wanted to apply when the
FAFSA first became available, in
January, you had to estimate impor-

tant financial information, such as
your income and assets, and then
later update it when you filed your
return. Now you can use tax infor-
mation from two years prior to the
academic year in which you plan to
attend school. So if you’re applying
for financial aid for
the 2017-2018
school year, you
can now use 2015
tax data. 
      Likewise, next
year when applying
for 2018-2019 aid
you will begin by
using 2016 returns. 
      For parents of seniors this year
who will be applying there are ques-
tions. What if you want to use 2016
tax information because you think
it’ll benefit you? You can’t. Even if
your income was lower in 2016 than
in 2015, you still need to provide
2015 tax information. But you can
contact the financial aid offices at the
schools you plan to apply to and let

them know your situation has
changed.
      You must apply again. If you
filed your most recent FAFSA using
your 2015 tax data, don’t assume you
won’t have to file again this year or
even that you’ll get the same finan-

cial aid offer. You
have to file a
FAFSA every year
to get financial
aid, and it
behooves you to
do it. Factors used
to calculate your
aid, including
your year in

school, family income, and cost of
attendance, could change each year.
Use the IRS data retrieval tool
offered online to directly import
your tax information. That’ll speed
up the FAFSA completion process
and reduce errors.
      School deadlines may be differ-
ent. Traditionally, colleges sent out
financial aid offer letters in March or

April. The Department of Education
sent a letter last month encouraging
schools not to change their priority
deadline (that’s the date by which
you must file your FAFSA to be con-
sidered for the most money). But 77
percent of schools surveyed by
Cegment, which makes college
enrollment software, say they will
send aid award letters earlier. A few
schools are also moving up deadlines
for college admission, so check both
aid and admission deadlines with
each school you are targeting. What
if you don’t know what schools you
want to apply to yet? You only need
to list one school to complete the
paperwork. But it’s better to include
every school you’re considering, even
if you haven’t applied or been
accepted yet, according to the
Department of Education, which is
providing guidance about the
changes on its blog. Doing so will
hold your place in line for financial
aid in case you end up applying to
that school. You can always add
schools later.
      One thing that’s as true this year
as last: You should file the FAFSA as
soon as possible. Some states, col-
leges, and scholarship programs give
out money on a first-come, first-
served basis. Even some federal aid,
such as on-campus work study, is
based on when you apply.
      With the FAFSA’s release three
months earlier this year, aid money
may be depleted faster than in the
past, making it more important than
ever to file your FAFSA as soon as
the application is available in
October, says Seldin.

FAFSA is not a magic trick if you understand changes

Understanding
the new 

rules 
is essential.

JEREMY WEBER
       College financial aid officers say perspiration is the best
indicator of scholarship awards.
      The hunt for college money takes sweat. Students who
are willing to work hard will have a much better chance at pay-
ing for school. This hard work can take the shape of caffeine-
aided internet searches for scholarships, writing endless
amounts of letters to apply for potential ones, or working long
hours in summer and winter in order to pay for fall and spring
school fees.
       The hard work begins in high school with classroom per-
formance. The qualifications for scholarships can vary tremen-
dously but the standard prerequisites are a high GPA, high
class rank and involvement in extracurricular activities.
Working hard in classes is really working hard for college
cash.
       Above all else, the student needs to be the best student
they can be.  Estimates are that about 85 percent of scholar-
ships are based on grades, class rank and test scores. One
example cited is Sarah, a high school senior from a small
town whose strong grades, test scores and school participa-
tion netted her $25,000 in scholarships.

Other ways to work smarter not harder:
n Be consistent. Students who are consistent in their search-
es are the ones who receive the most scholarships. Directors
recommend that students schedule a set time every week to
look for scholarships.
n Have a strategy. Target scholarships that other students
might avoid, such as ones that require a writing sample.

n Fine tune your abilities. Director’s also reccommend stu-
dents work hard at developing their writing ability because it
counts at essay time. Take advantage of any creative writing
courses or even college-level writing classes.
nAsk lots of questions. Willingness to admit ignorance, ask
questions and be a continuous learner are valuable skills to
acquire in the financial aid process. Ask the school you want
to attend how their students pay for college. You would be sur-
prised how many students don't take advantage of this.
       When it comes to the financial aid search, you want to be
ready, prepared and moving on opportunities as soon you
become a senior. Even former college students recommend
that you start preparing at the end of your junior year by
researching what scholarships will be available during your
senior year of high school. Don't put it off. And don't assume
your need will take care of itself.

Sweat, not luck, finds the money for college

      Don’t get pulled in by rumors that
just aren’t true. Here are five common
myths about financial aid—read on to
separate fact from fiction.

Myth: Members of the “middle class”
have a big disadvantage when it
comes to paying for college.
Truth: While students from middle-
class families might miss out on some
need-based funding like Pell Grants,
they’re usually at an advantage when
it comes to scholarships, based on
the academic and athletic resources
they had in high school. And financial
aid awards depend on a lot more than
income. Family size, assets and num-
ber of kids in college are just a few
factors that go into the equation.

Myth: Schools offer freshman finan-
cial incentives, then drop aid from
year to year.
Truth: Colleges often offer a little
extra to help students get a foot in the
door. But the amount of loans stu-
dents can take out goes up every

year. Plus, returning students have a
good chance at winning scholarships
and awards based on their success
on campus—academic, artistic, ath-
letic or leadership-related.

Myth: It’s better not to work during the
school year and summer, because
you’ll receive a better financial aid
package.
Truth: You have to weigh your losses
against your gains. Maybe your sum-
mer income will keep you from quali-
fying for a $1,000 Pell Grant. But your
job might earn you $2,000-$5,000
instead. So is skipping out on the job
a good idea? No, it’s bad steward-
ship.

Myth: If a student declares herself
independent (so her parents can’t
claim her on her taxes), she’ll get a
fantastic financial aid package.
Truth: Unless you’re over 23 years
old, a veteran, married, a parent, in
graduate school, or an orphan or

Don’t Be Fooled by
Financial Aid Myths

n See MYTHS on page 24
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       Kansas Christian College, formerly
Kansas City College and Bible School,
has been sending out Christian leaders
since 1938. Accredited with ABHE we
are conveniently at the corner of 74th
and Metcalf in Overland Park, Kansas.
The family-filled suburban atmos-
phere provides a comfortable place to
learn and grow. 
       KCC has expanded our academic
programs to accommodate learning
on campus during traditional school
hours, on campus in evenings and
weekends, and online anytime.
Whether you know your calling and
wish to pursue an undergraduate
degree in pastoral or youth ministry,
worship leadership, performance

music, or business leadership or you
want to take advantage of an athletic
or creative arts program and pursuing
general studies, there’s a place for you
at Kansas Christian College. 
       Come for the classes and stay for
the teamwork! You’ll find an outlet for
your creativity before finishing your
education. With an expanding athlet-
ics program and the beginning of our
creative arts programs, you have an
opportunity to join other students in
chasing those dreams right now!
       Check us out online
(www.kansaschristian.edu), on our
Facebook page, by phone
(913.722.0272), or email Dave Pedotto
at dave.pedotto@kansaschristian.edu .

Kansas Christian College

       Concordia University, Nebraska is
a place where you can find your call-
ing and be equipped to answer it. The
foundation of our Christ-centered,
Lutheran university is evident in the
community who gathers to worship
together, the classmates who genuinely
support each other in successes and
challenges and the professor who cares
about every aspect of your well-being. 
       The variety of programs and qual-
ity of the academics allow you to
explore your passions and choose a
course of study that you are confident
about pursuing. Professors integrate
Christ, service to others and practical
skill building opportunities within
academic content and provide experi-
ential opportunities to put the Christ-

centered culture and knowledge
gained in the classroom into practice
in the real world. 
       You’ll be surrounded by students,
professors and a community who will
help you discover who you are, and
what you want to be. At Concordia,
you can make a bigger impact than
you ever imagined. 
       Whoever you are at your core,
whatever your passion is, you can put
it into practice at Concordia. This is
the place where you can be yourself,
share your opinions, find your way—
with the loving support of a commu-
nity who cares about your
success. And that’s what makes
Concordia feel like home. 

Concordia University
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       At Cedarville University, we take
our mission statement very seriously:
“Cedarville University is a Christ-cen-
tered learning community equipping
students for lifelong leadership and
service through an education marked
by excellence and grounded in biblical

truth.” Not only do our professors
integrate a biblical worldview into
every course, but all students complete
a Bible minor as a part of their aca-
demic program, regardless of their
major. Always among our students’
favorites, Bible classes prepare them to
think about their vocation in light of
God’s Word and to find their place in

His mission. Our Bible minor, along
with daily chapel and intentional disci-
pleship, transforms students’ lives as
they apply Scripture to their everyday
life and boldly live out God’s call.
       Add in challenging academics in
more than 100 accredited programs of

study, includ-
ing high-
demand pro-
fessional and
health sci-
ences offer-
ings; intern-
ship and
study abroad
opportuni-
ties; and top
rankings at
national aca-
demic com-
petitions, and
Cedarville
quickly rises
to the top of
the list of the

nation’s best colleges. Giving students
the opportunity to sit under sound
Bible teaching and challenging them
with highly regarded academic pro-
grams sets Cedarville University apart. 
       Visit us to see the difference a rig-
orous academic program delivered in
an authentic Christian community can
make!

Cedarville University

JBU at a Glance

Interdenominational. JBU has
never been affiliated with any
denomination but has always
sought to put Christ Over All. We
respect each other’s different wor-
ship styles and learn from each
other’s different views, but our
mission to be Christ-centered and

God-honoring has remained rock
solid. 

39 Majors. JBU offers 39 different
academic majors, including
Engineering, Graphic Design,
Family and Human Services,
Business, Nursing, Early
Childhood Education, Biology,
Construction Management,
Photography, and Psychology.

The great outdoors. If you are

into rock climbing, kayaking,
mountain biking, (we have a
brand new trail on campus),
camping, hiking or other outdoor
activities, then this corner of the
Ozarks is a great place to be.

An economic powerhouse.
Northwest Arkansas is home to
Fortune 1 company Walmart,

Tyson
Foods, and
J.B. Hunt.
Over 1500
suppliers,
from Disney
to Procter
and Gamble,
also have
operations
in Northwest
Arkansas.
Our stu-
dents have

great opportunities here.

Affordable? Yes! Last year over $14
million in scholarships and grants
was awarded to our students. Our
graduation rate is high, our aver-
age load debt is low, and 96% of
our recent graduates were working
or pursuing their next degree
within 6 months of graduation
(based on a 90% survey return
rate, 2014)! 

John Brown University
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Heartland Christian
College

       One of the toughest questions
people face is, “What am I supposed to
do with my life?” What you do with
your life is more than just where you
go to school and what your future
career is. Our desire at Heartland
Christian College is to help you get a
firm foundation for your future. 
       A concentrated time to deepen
your personal relationship with Jesus
Christ and to study His Word is the
best way to prepare for life. As a two-
year Bible College that is accredited
through the Association of Biblical
Higher Education and recognized by
the US Department of Education,
HCC offers an Associate Degree in
Biblical Studies. With our affordable

tuition and part-time work opportu-
nities, you can graduate debt free. 
       Located in the beautiful country-
side of northeast Missouri, HCC offer
an opportunity to focus on God and
become the person He created you to
BE, so you can DO what He has called
you to do. 
       There is no better way than to set
aside a couple of years to focus on
God, mature, and grow spiritually. We
see this in the lives of the Disciples,
Paul, Samuel, and so many of the most
impactful people the church has seen.
God has a plan for you. Be ready!
Heartland Christian College…helping
you “Prepare for Life!”

       Southwest Baptist University is a
leader among private universities in
the Midwest in integrating Christ-cen-
tered academic pur-
suits with compre-
hensive professional
programs at an
affordable price.
Faculty and staff cre-
ate a caring, academ-
ic community to
prepare students as
servant leaders in a
global society.
       SBU’s southwest
Missouri campus in
Bolivar, Mo., is home to about 1,500
undergraduate students with a stu-
dent-teacher ratio of 15:1 — and fac-
ulty who care about their students.
SBU students have achieved success in
regional, state and national academic
competitions, and graduates are serv-
ing in all levels of government and
have had successful careers with major
corporations.
       Additionally, SBU has been named
one of America’s 100 Best College
Buys since 1996 and America’s Best
Christian Colleges since 1997.
       While providing a quality educa-
tion in the classroom is the

University’s top priority, SBU expands
education beyond academics, with
more than 45 student organizations

that span a broad range of interests
and passions.
       SBU also provides opportunities
for spiritual growth. The University’s
Center for Global Connections
encourages students to strengthen
their faith through chapel services,
small groups, mission team participa-
tion and community service. More
than 300 students participate annually
in mission projects around the world.
Many SBU graduates have been cho-
sen to pastor churches, lead worship
and serve as missionaries.
       For more information,
visit www.SBUniv.edu.

Southwest Baptist
University



Metro Voice –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– metrovoicenews.com –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 2017   •   7 

       Oral Roberts
University is a world-
renowned, interdenomi-
national Christian uni-
versity that builds Spirit-
empowered leaders
through its unique
Whole Person approach
to education, developing
students spiritually, aca-
demically and physically.
Learn more at
oru.edu/rfi. 
       Located in the beau-
tiful and fun-filled city of
Tulsa, Oklahoma, ORU’s
magnificent 263-acre
campus is a “home away
from home” for its com-
munity of students from
every U.S. state and 85+
different nations. ORU’s
qualified, Christ-centered professors
develop one-on-one mentoring rela-
tionships with students, and with
ORU’s network of institutional and
relational support, every student can
smoothly transition to college life. 
       ORU’s unique Whole Person
Education is accessible for students of
all walks of life—from the high school
senior to the adult who’s ready to
advance their career. Undergraduate
students can pursue 130+ majors and
minors that span every interest, and

graduate students can pursue a mas-
ter’s or doctoral degree in Business,
Education or Theology & Ministry.
Flexible online and modular programs
are offered to work around your
schedule. High school student can
earn college credit through ORU’s
Advantage Program, an affordable
100% online dual-enrollment pro-
gram with courses developed, facilitat-
ed and taught by experienced ORU
professors. 
       Learn more at advantage.oru.edu.

In addition, ORU is committed to
awarding up to $25,000,000 in scholar-
ships and grants this next academic
year through its premier Quest Whole
Person Scholarship Program and
countless other opportunities! Learn
more at finaid.oru.edu. 
       At ORU, students experience life-
changing classes, NCAA Division I
athletics, 25+ clubs, leadership devel-
opment opportunities, global mis-
sions, internships and more! Visit
oru.edu/rfi for more information.

Oral Roberts University



Save Time and
Money with Early
College courses
from Northwestern!
       Start your college
experience early! The
Early College pro-
gram at University of
Northwestern – St.
Paul can save you,
and your parents,
thousands of dollars
on future college
tuition. 
       Northwestern
offers more than 80
online courses dur-
ing the school year as
well as throughout
the summer! You will
have the opportunity
to earn an associate’s
degree, get started on a bachelor’s
degree and even accelerate your path
to a master’s degree. 

What are Early College students 
saying? 
“I chose the Early College program at
University of Northwestern because it
was flexible and it fit into my schedule

really well. I’m further along in my
education and I’ll be able to graduate
earlier than I would have before. It’s an
incredible experience that prepares you
for the workload of college.”

–Jake N., Early College student
       Connect with us in Kansas City!
Northwestern will be at the Midwest
Christian Education & College Expo
on Saturday, March 4.

       Visit unwsp.edu/kansascity to learn
more about this event, and Early
College opportunities. 

CONTACT US
800.827.6827 
3003 Snelling Avenue N. 
St. Paul, MN 55113-1598 
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University of 
Northwestern–St. Paul
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William Woods
University

       For the past seven years, U.S. News
has ranked William Woods University
as one of the top 100 regional univer-
sities in the Midwest. Founded in
1870, the campus is headquartered on
200 scenic acres in Fulton, Mo. It is a
coeducational, independent, profes-
sions-oriented, liberal arts-based insti-
tution, with a strong Disciples of
Christ heritage. 

       It is also affordable, with 100 per-
cent of students offered financial aid.
Through the innovative LEAD pro-
gram, nearly all undergraduates receive
a $5,000 scholarship for participating
in campus events. There are over 50
student-run organizations and 15 var-
sity-level sports teams. It is also an

official Military Friendly School, work-
ing closely with military and veteran
students.

Stand-Out Programs
       Our 13:1 student-teacher ratio
means lots of academic attention. And
with over 70 majors (from Business to
Biology), you’ll be able to find the
right path to a future career. Unique
undergraduate programs include an

American Sign
Language program,
an internationally
recognized equestri-
an program, and a
criminal justice pro-
gram. There are also
two five-year pro-
grams, where stu-
dents graduate in
five years with a
bachelor’s and either
an MBA or M.Ed. 

Why Students Choose The Woods
       “I feel blessed to be part of this
community. It’s a close family, where
you get to know everyone, and it pre-
pares you for the future.” ~Megan T.
‘20   

Tabor College

       When choosing a college it comes
down to what you get while you’re
there, and what happens after you
graduate. Both of those things are
important to look at, and here at
Tabor College, they come together to
give us an unbeatable value.
       As a student at Tabor College
you’ll find value in a personal educa-
tion, passionate faculty, committed
students, and an engaged community
built around our shared faith in
Christ. Your years here are going to be
fun, productive, and transformative. 
Our graduates have less debt than the
national average. Many of our majors,
have a 98-100% job placement rate

after graduation. 
       Tabor College is located in
Hillsboro, KS. Offering 29 majors, 17
athletic teams, 19 student organiza-
tions, as well as the performing arts
you are bound to find your place here
at Tabor College. We invite you to
come experience Tabor for yourself
through one of our may visit options.
Begin exploring Tabor at tabor.edu. 
Tabor College Admissions
       Preparing people for a life of
learning, work and service for Christ
and His kingdom.
       Email: admissions@tabor.edu
Phone: 620-947-3121
Website: tabor.edu
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       Founded in
1949, Grand
Canyon University
serves as Arizona’s
private Christian
university where
students Find Their
Purpose. Today, our
rapidly expanding
campus has grown
with more than
17,000 traditional
students who can
choose from over
200 academic pro-
grams, featuring
innovative STEM programs. Our gen-
erous, renewable scholarship opportu-
nities, along with options to graduate
early, help make a private education
affordable. 
       Our vibrant campus becomes a
safe home away from home, offering
clubs and organizations, Life Groups,
club sports, community service and
mission trips for students to get
involved. Supportive resources are also
available, including the GCU Learning
Lounge, Career IMPACT Center, stu-
dent services counselors and more.
       In our state-of-the-art GCU Arena
and Stadium, game days to cheer on
our DI sports teams are electric.
Brand-new facilities include on-cam-
pus residence halls, popular eateries, a
world-class Worship Arts recording

studio and newly built engineering
building—in addition to our new
enterprises—the GCU Golf Course,
GCU Hotel and Canyon 49 Grill. 
       Our university also serves as a pre-
mier online institution with evening
cohorts and over 150 flexible online
programs for more than 60,000 stu-
dents. 
       At GCU, opportunity abounds,
from excelling in academics to making
a local and global difference. If you
seek a transformative, impactful and
hands-on educational experience, learn
more at gcu.edu
       For more information about our
graduation rates, the median debt of
students who completed the program
and other important information,
please visit our website at 
gcu.edu/disclosures.

Grand Canyon University

Evangel University
       “Evangel has
allowed me to
follow my pas-
sions and desires
more than I ever
thought possi-
ble.”
       Senior Chris
Groh’s words
reflect the experi-
ence of thou-
sands of Evangel
University stu-
dents who dis-
cover their call-
ings during their
time there.
For Groh,
Evangel has been
the catalyst for realizing his calling to
serve developing countries through
sustainable agriculture. 
       “By offering anything from clean
water to new skills to a more sustain-
able life, I’m able to point to God as
the ultimate provider,” Groh says. 
       At Evangel, Groh is not alone in
his desire to make a difference.
Students across the country are drawn
to the university’s Christ-centered
approach and commitment to global
service.
       Through theology, business, sci-
ence, music, education, the arts and
many others, Evangel prepares stu-
dents for careers of impact. In addi-

tion, because Assemblies of God
Theological Seminary is embedded in
EU, students can pursue ministry
degrees from the undergraduate to
doctoral levels seamlessly. 
       Whether you’re pursuing ministry
or feel called to a career outside the
church, Evangel’s vibrant faculty and
programs will prepare you in an envi-
ronment that integrates faith and
learning. 
       “I’ll forever be grateful to Evangel
for the life-changing opportunities
and experiences it has given me.
They’ve made all the difference,” says
Groh.
       To learn more, visit evangel.edu or
call 800.EVANGEL.
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Education with a Christian Purpose

       Since 1907, faith has been at the
heart of Olivet Nazarene University’s
superior academics, nationally com-
petitive athletics, thriving social atmos-

phere and countless ministry opportu-
nities. Home to more than 4,900 stu-
dents (2,900 undergraduate), Olivet’s
275-acre, park-like campus is located
in Bourbonnais, Illinois, just 50 miles
south of Chicago’s Loop.
       Olivet offers more than 120 under-
graduate areas of study and holds the

accreditation of the nations’ top associ-
ations. Seasoned faculty members
challenge each student, believing that
Christians can increase their impact on
the world through excellences in schol-
arship, thought and communication.

       Students also study off-campus
within the United States in cities that
include Los Angeles, California; and
Washington, D.C. Study-abroad loca-
tions include Australia, China, Costa
Rica, England, Egypt, India, Latin
America, Uganda, Spain and Japan.
       Olivet is about more than just

classrooms and books, offering count-
less opportunities for spiritual and per-
sonal growth.
       Olivetians can be found participat-
ing in campus events, working out,
swimming or climbing the rock wall in

the state-of-the-art
recreation center, gath-
ering at a campus cof-
feehouse or visiting
Chicago.

Students partici-
pate in nearly 100
clubs, organizations,
athletic teams and
music ensembles in
addition to an exten-
sive intramural pro-
gram. Through chapel,
students worship as a
community and are
exposed to some of the
world’s most respected
leaders and speakers. 

Olivet is competi-
tively priced for private
colleges nationwide.

Approximately 99 percent of students
receive a total of more than $110 mil-
lion in federal and state aid and insti-
tutional scholarships.
       To experience the Olivet difference
firsthand, call 800-648-1463 or visit
www.olivet.edu to schedule a personal-
ized campus visit.

Olivet Nazarene University
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Lindenwood University

       Founded in 1827, Lindenwood is a
dynamic four-year liberal arts institu-
tion dedicated to excellence in higher
education. Our historic 500-acre cam-
pus is situated in the heart of St.
Charles, Mo., a growing community of
more than 65,000 just west of St.
Louis.
       We offer 131 degree programs to
about 16,000 students a year through
values-centered programs that lead to
development of the whole person. Our
faculty, staff, and administration are

committed to an integrative liberal
arts curriculum that focuses on the
talents, interests, and future of our stu-
dents. Lindenwood is accredited by the
Higher Learning Commission.
       Lindenwood is an independent
institution firmly rooted in Judeo-
Christian values. Those values include
belief in an ordered, purposeful uni-
verse, the dignity of work, the worth
and integrity of the individual, the
obligations and privileges of citizen-
ship, and the primacy of truth.

Metro Voice thanks our Media
Partners for their help in 

promoting the 
Midwest Christian Education Expo

Bott Radio Network

Celebrating 28 years as 
Christian Education’s 

Partner in Kansas City and Beyond.
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LeTourneau University
       LeTourneau
University is a
Christ-centered,
interdenominational
university offering
more than 90 under-
graduate and gradu-
ate programs in
Aviation &
Aeronautical Science,
Engineering &
Engineering
Technology,
Education, Business
& Technology, Arts & Sciences,
Psychology & Counseling, Nursing,
and Theology & Vocation. LETU’s
more than 2,700 students represent
nearly all 50 states, more than 35
countries and 52 different denomina-
tional groups. In addition to residen-
tial programs at the main campus in
Longview, Texas, more than 1,200 stu-
dents are enrolled in online programs,
as well as hybrid programs in Dallas
and Houston. 
       LeTourneau is also a member of
the American Southwest Conference,
NCAA Division III, with 6 men’s and 
7 women’s varsity athletic programs.
Founded in 1946 by Christian 
businessman and inventor, R.G.
LeTourneau, LETU has a heritage of
producing ingenious graduates that

make a global impact. Hands-on work
in campus labs, mission trips aimed at
solving real problems in developing
nations, elaborate design projects, and
a competitive athletic spirit all com-
bine to form the DNA of LETU stu-
dents. As one of them, you’ll live and
learn in an environment that nurtures
creative thinking and innovative solu-
tions. 
       Earn a return on your investment
in a private Christian university:
According to Payscale.com, LETU
ranks among the nation’s top
Christian institutions for alumni start-
ing salaries, and over 90% of our
recent graduates have jobs in their
chosen fields. Learn more, and sched-
ule a campus visit:
www.letu.edu/kansascity

Midland University
       At Midland University, we inspire
students to learn and lead in the world
with purpose.
       That means offering opportunities
to pursue passions in 31 varsity-level
sports, in a robust and growing per-
forming arts program, or while study-
ing in one of 30-plus academic pro-
grams. You can continue to play
sports, stand out on stage, excel in the
classroom and reach your full poten-
tial.
       Founded in 1883, Midland

University is a private liberal arts col-
lege located just minutes from Omaha
in Fremont, Nebraska. Nearly 1,400
students from across the map attend
Midland, and almost 60 percent of
those reside on campus, creating a

lively campus community.
       With strong roots in the Lutheran
tradition, Midland University provides
you opportunities to explore and grow
your faith. A growing number of stu-
dents are involved in Campus
Ministry activities, from weekly chapel
gatherings and Bible studies to
Fellowship of Christian Athletes meet-
ings and mission-based trips across
the United States. 
       Midland University offers a close-
knit feeling with professors who know

you by name and pro-
fessional advisors who
care about your per-
sonal and academic
success. The average
classroom size is 18,
so professors can pro-
vide hands-on, one-
on-one learning.
Midland’s 4-Year
Graduation
Guarantee assures
students meeting
basic requirements
will graduate within

four years. That means moving on to
pursue your passions with less college
debt.
       Learn more about what Midland
University has to offer at
www.MidlandU.edu.
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       Josiah Murphy got a close look at
Union University when his sister Beth
was a student, so he was well aware of
the benefits Union offered. 
       “What I noticed about Union was
the people,” Josiah said. 
       Beth Murphy graduated from
Union in 2014 with a nursing degree.
Josiah saw Union’s Christian commu-
nity in action during Beth’s junior
year, when she battled a lengthy sick-
ness.  
       Her professors helped her com-
plete assignments. One professor even
told her she would come and dictate a
test if it meant Beth could stay at
Union.
       “The school worked really closely
with my family and helped keep watch

over her – even allowed my family to
come and stay on campus for free
while she was in the hospital,” Josiah
said. “It’s like a family here.”
       Now a junior business major,
Josiah has experienced the same type
of family atmosphere, especially with
his brother Ted, a Union sophomore,
joining him on campus.
       “The types of students this place
attracts are the type of people who are
fun to hang out with, but they also
hold you accountable and are not
afraid to ask you hard questions or tell
you hard things to hear,” he said. “It’s
definitely been a challenging and
growing experience.”
       Learn More at uu.edu or call
800-33-UNION

Union University

       What do you want to do—teach
at-risk youth? Or run an online news-
paper? Practice ministry and medi-
cine? Run a social-
ly-responsible
start-up? Or bring
clean water to for-
gotten villages?

What sparks your
curiosity?
       With more
than 40 accredited
degree programs,
MBU prepares
graduates to excel
in hundreds of
exciting fields,
with a progressive
education that’s grounded in knowl-
edge and guided by faith. Our aca-
demic rigor means a lot of different
things, but it always means that your
degree is highly valued. Whichever
academic study you decide to pursue,
one thing is certain: you’ll be prepared
for the challenges that await.
       Students can pursue studies on
our vibrant St. Louis main campus,
with state-of-the-art facilities, includ-
ing new student housing and an
extensive Sports and Recreation

Complex.
       Missouri Baptist University is a
unique Christian environment. From

the Perk coffeehouse to classrooms to
the residence halls to the playing fields,
we are committed to assessing every
aspect of life according to the love of
God in Christ.
       From the beginning, we’ll chal-
lenge you to dig deep and discover
your God-given passions.
       Become a leader prepared for a life
of service and success. You will find
your light at a college as unique as
your dreams.
       It’s time to Shine On.

Missouri Baptist
University
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       God has given Carver Baptist Bible
College, Institute, and Theological
Seminary a vision for raising up and
training dynamic and effective
Christian leaders for urban America
since 1942. Carver exists to bring the
powerful life and society-changing
Gospel to the inner city.  Carver spe-
cializes in the training of pastors, mis-
sionaries, and lay workers for ministry
in local churches and other areas of
ministry God may lead them to serve,
especially for minority communities in
America.  The School provides a rele-
vant biblical, theological education
which emphasizes discipleship and
preparation for ministry in contempo-
rary cultures.
       Carver is distinctive in that it offers

three levels of education (College,
Seminary and Certificate programs).
These programs are designed for those
who desire to respond to God’s call to
ministry by better preparing them-
selves to serve Christ effectively.  The
School places a high priority on the
practical training of those who will
minister in the trenches of urban
America in various capacities. Carver
is committed to equipping students
with an excellent, Christ-centered,
Bible-focused education at an afford-
able price so that they may fulfill His
great commission.  We invite you to
learn more about Carver by visiting
carverbiblecollegekc.org or calling
(816) 333-1577.

Carver Baptist Bible
College, Institute &

Theological Seminary

What makes Sterling College
“Discernibly Different”?

Faith. At Sterling College, you are sur-
rounded by creative and thoughtful
leaders in a world desperate for ser-
vant leadership. You have the opportu-
nity to grow spiritually through

exploring your faith, attending weekly
chapel services, joining a Bible study
with your peers, or traveling domesti-
cally or internationally through mis-
sions. Developing your identity in
Christ is what we are all about.
Academics. Sterling College will chal-
lenge you academically in an environ-
ment that is enthusiastically Christian.

Benefit from the personal relationships
you will build with your professors,
coaches and directors as you fill your
resume and learn from their work-
place experience. 
Community. You can feel the differ-
ence in community as you interact on
campus. This is a place where you can

develop life-
long friend-
ships in a
Christ-cen-
tered environ-
ment. Get to
know others
by living in
community
with them,
sharing life’s
challenges 
and growing
together in
faith.

Personal Campus Visit & Preview
Weekends
       Preview Sterling with a campus
tour, experience chapel, eat in our
cafeteria, visit a class, and meet with
professors, directors and coaches. We
would love to host you for a personal
visit or preview weekend so that you
receive the full Sterling experience.

Sterling College
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       MidAmerica Nazarene
University is a Christian
university in Kansas City.
At MNU you’ll find out-
standing 40+ majors and
minors that offer out-
standing academic quality.
You will be challenged by
highly-qualified, respected
faculty in a community
that cares about you and
is focused on serving
other. As a MNU gradu-
ate, you will be prepared
for the workplace or grad-
uate school – socially, spir-
itually and intellectually. 

Prepared? We mean it:
       Caitlin Weinck, a 2013
graphic design major,
interned for the KC Chiefs
and now works in design
for the Oakland Raiders. 
       Grace Wallace, a 2015 music per-
formance graduate, is now in grad
school at the University of Missouri
Kansas City Conservatory. Grace sang
in her first opera last fall performing at
UMKC and at Kansas City’s Kauffman
Center for the Performing Arts. 
       Justin Vargas, another 2015 gradu-
ate, played football as a linebacker for
the Pioneers and found a community

he loved. Now he is in the Executive
Team Leader management program at
Target, supervising up to 50 employ-
ees. 
       Teanna Sunberg is an MNU alum
who is working with Middle Eastern
refugees in Hungary. Showing Christ’s
love is a tangible result of finding her
calling at MNU.  
       Want to get a head start? Earn high
school and college credit now through

MNU’s Concurrent Enrollment pro-
gram. Classes meet on-campus, so
you’ll get to see what it’s like to be a
Pioneer and be a part of our exciting
community. You’ll meet our incredible
professors and take classes taught from
a Christian perspective. 
       We want YOU to be a Pioneer! To
apply, or for more info, visit
www.mnu.edu. 

MidAmerica Nazarene University
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       When it comes to
challenging decisions,
picking a college is
definitely right up
there. To have an ideal
college experience, you
must balance the need
for rigorous academics
with finding a place
where you can grow
and have fun. 
       Located in
“Collegetown, USA,”
Columbia College
truly appeals to every
taste. Columbia
College is a private,
four-year liberal arts
and sciences institu-
tion, where there is
always the opportuni-
ty for individual atten-
tion. And with downtown Columbia
just steps away, there are boundless
opportunities for you to explore cul-
ture, sports and the outdoors. 
       Columbia College was founded in
1851 as Christian Female College by
three Disciples of Christ preachers. We
are a nonsectarian school welcoming
all students, but maintain a covenant
with the church. 
       At Columbia College,you will find
a place to challenge yourself academi-
cally. But you’ll also find an unforget-

table atmosphere. Consider this – after
his inauguration ceremony in October,
new college president Scott
Dalrymple’s first order of business
involved scouting his competition at
the President’s Inauguration Video
Game Challenge. In an effort to get to
know his students, the president host-
ed a video game tournament (featur-
ing Madden 15), where students faced
off for a chance to play the president
in a championship round. In front of a
live audience. With a year of free text-

books and pizza on the line. 
       And there’s so much to get
involved in at Columbia College. With
more than 40 different clubs and
organizations, a top-of-the-line fitness
center and 15 varsity teams participat-
ing in NAIA Division 1 competition,
you’ll always have an opportunity to
have fun and show your school spirit.
       To schedule a campus visit or to
receive more information, go to
www.ccis.edu or call (800) 231-2391.

Columbia College
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       At Central Christian College of
Kansas, we are dedicated to educating
men and women of  character by pro-
viding a Christ-Centered Education
for Character to any person desiring to
become a faithful steward of mind,
heart, body, and soul for the purpose
of impacting the world for Jesus
Christ.
       Central Christian – which was
established in 1884 – is a small, four-
year private college located in the
friendly town of McPherson, Kansas –
conveniently nestled between some of
Kansas’ largest cities.   
       Central Christian’s atmosphere,
small-class sizes, personal education,
outreach and missions-minded focus,
spiritually-emphasized campus life,

more than 40 areas of study and 17
competitive sports programs, makes it
a great place for you to find your fit
and achieve your educational goals.
       Central Christian offers Associates
and Bachelors degrees through pro-
grams in Business, Communications,
Education, English, Fine Arts, Liberal
Studies, Ministry & Theology,
Psychology, Science & Math, Social
Sciences, Sports, and Science & Health
       Let Central’s friendly admissions
counselors help you find your fit by
scheduling a visit to our beautiful cam-
pus! 
       Visit midwest.centralchristian.edu
to learn more or give Admissions call
at (620) 241-0723 ext. 188.

Central Christian College
of Kansas
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       Today’s Christian college students
and graduates will face challenges that
previous generations could not have
imagined. Boyce is in a position to
train students from a convictional
worldview, regardless of what the
world demands of them. Boyce
College’s faculty bring expertise and

engagement to the classroom and lead
a variety of organizations, like the
Council on Biblical Manhood and
Womanhood, the Association of
Certified Biblical Counselors, and the
new Center for Gospel and Culture.
       In addition to a traditional on
campus experience, at Boyce College
students can access a rigorous academ-
ic experience from a variety of formats
such as online, dual enrollment, and
more.
       An important aspect for all of
Boyce’s degree programs and formats
is community, which is not just the

context for the curriculum, but part of
the curriculum itself.

Bachelor of Arts 
• Biblical & Theological Studies 
• Biblical & Theological Studies–
Seminary Track 
• Christian Worldview & Apologetics

• Expository
Preaching &
Church Leadership

Associate of Arts 
• Biblical &
Theological Studies

Bachelor of Science
in Biblical Studies
• Biblical
Counseling 

• Youth & Family Ministry 
• Church Leadership 
• Worship and Music Studies 
• Worship and Pastoral Studies 
• Global Studies

Bachelor of Science 
• Philosophy, Politics, & Economics
• Business Administration 
• Teacher Education 
• Humanities 

Certificates 
• Worldview Studies 
• ESL/ENL

Boyce College

After Hours
      Some say that college comes to
life after midnight! There's no doubt
that's true. Christian colleges and
universities offer many activities,
clubs, sports, music groups and out-
reach, just to name a few. However,
besides those traditional extracurric-
ular activities, there's spontaneous
fun that happens in residence halls at
Christian universities that helps stu-
dents to blow off steam. Runs to the
coffee shop, game-playing,
filming/editing videos, and watching
old movies are just the beginning of
what students do besides study for
their upcoming classes. These are
what make for some great memories
during college.

Iron Sharpens Iron
      We are shaped and molded in
part by the company we keep. In
Proverbs 27:17 it says, "As iron
sharpens iron, so one man sharpens
another," That's certainly true during
the college years. The Christian col-
lege experience provides encourage-
ment, as well as challenges that over
time helps student mature in Christ.
In the rough and stormy seas of life
it's an incredible privilege to be in an
atmosphere that places students with
some remarkable role models in fac-
ulty and staff, who will forge greater
levels of godliness and character.

They truly are committed to college's
students.

Satisfaction levels 
      Christian higher education insti-
tutions consistently outscore other
classifications of four-year colleges
and universities in regard to student
satisfaction. In aspects such as aca-
demic rigor, quality of library
resources, responsiveness of campus
personnel, and whether students
think the cost is worth the price,
Christian colleges excel. 
      The result---Christ-centered col-
leges have grown tremendously over
the past twenty years. What makes
the difference? Christian colleges are
serious about delivering quality edu-
cation and positive student life expe-
riences and hire people who under-
stand the missional nature of the
institution. Campus personnel care
deeply about students and invest a
lot of time in-class and out-of-class
serving their current and future
needs. The focus yields high place-
ment rates into careers, and graduate
schools/seminaries.

Kingdom Focus
      The Christian colleges and uni-
versities share a common goal of
building up the Kingdom.
Irregardless of what corner of the
country the school is located, its size,
and its number of National Merit
Scholar's---the work of God has pri-
macy in these schools. And don't be
quick to dismiss this key distinctive

because other types of colleges don’t
pretend to get it. Sure, there are some
Christians within those public
schools that are followers of Christ
and are shining His light in their
universities, but that faith influence is
not pervasive. A campus united
because of Christ holds significant
value, both in the present and the
future. Through the efforts of stu-
dents and alumni--- they are impact-
ing the world for Christ. Their train-
ing coupled with their passion and
calling is a powerful force for God's
work to be accomplished.

Safety
      All college and university cam-
puses are committed to safety and
Christian institutions are no excep-
tion. They exist because of students
and are dedicated to them being able
to enjoy college without concern for
their well-being. However, blogs on
the web consistently prove out that
there are dangers at college, especial-
ly those that are not Christian. Many
of those dangers result from alcohol-
related usage during the college years
and Christian students are not
immune from the influence. Just
check with the universities you're
considering and see how overt the
issues are by viewing their crime sta-
tistics. In addition to Christian stu-
dents being challenged in their
morals---- there's also intellectual
danger. Some professors at non-
Christian schools seek to question
and destroy the faith of young peo-

ple. While not every professor has
that agenda, it is a factor to consider.
And it's not like if you go to a
Christian college you're not going to
be challenged. You will be pushed to
defend your positions, but in a man-
ner to build up your faith - not tear
it apart.

Innovation
      Creativity and ingenuity mark
the Christian campuses around the
country. On all levels, the campus
community is energized by making
the college experience as insightful,
stimulating, and relevant as possible.
The world in which we live is con-
stantly changing and Christian stu-
dents are well-prepared to embrace
the opportunities awaiting them
upon graduation. Both the "head"
and the "heart" are exercised at the
Christian colleges and universities.

Outreach Focus
      There are many opportunities to
engage in ministry while a student at
a Christian college or university.
Outreach through tutoring in local
schools, counseling in local clinics,
teaching Bible in after school pro-
grams, and ministering to the home-
less are just a few opportunities.
Additionally, students are encour-
aged to go on mission's trips on
Spring break and summer vacation. 

–By Dr. Tom Shaw
The Christian Connector
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BOYCE COLLEGE
2825 Lexington Road
Louisville, KY 40280
502-897-4201
E-MAIL:  admissions@sbts.edu
WEBSITE:  boycecollege.com
NUMBER OF STUDENTS:  1200
RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION:  Southern Baptist
ESTABLISHED:  1974
ACCREDITATION:  Southern Association of
Colleges and Schools, Association of
Theological Schools
MAJORS AND DEGREES:  Bachelor of Arts in
Biblical & Theological Studies, Biblical &
Theological Studies Seminary Track, Christian
Worldview and Apologetics, Expository
Preaching and Pastoral Leadership; Associate of
Arts in Biblical and Theological Studies; Bachelor
of Science in Biblical Studies in Biblical
Counseling, Church Ministry Youth & Family
Ministry, Christian Leadership, Worship & Music
Studies, Worship & Pastoral Studies, Global
Studies; Bachelor of Science in Business
Administration, Teacher Education, Humanities,
Philosophy-Politics-Economics; Certificates in
Worldview Studies Certificate, Seminary Wives
Institute, English as a Second/New Language
Certificate.
STRENGTHS OF COLLEGE:  Boyce College
was founded upon the Bible college structure in
order to train students in biblical studies and the-
ological disciplines. It is designed to prepare per-
sons who sense the need to be equipped for a
variety of God called ministries. Boyce seeks to
innovate the world of theological education by
making it more convictional, rigorous and acces-
sible. This vision for theological education that is
biblically orthodox, academically challenging and
widely attainable, though articulated over 150
years ago lives on through the leadership of R.
Albert Mohler Jr., president of Southern
Seminary
TUITION:  $329.00 per credit hour for Southern
Baptist students; $658.00 per credit hour for non-
Southern Baptist students. No out of state tuition.
FINANCIAL AID:  Southern Baptist student
enrolled at Boyce receives a 50% discount in
tuition. There are over 12 institutional scholar-
ships available to students plus resources for
outside scholarships.

CALVARY UNIVERSITY
15800 Calvary Rd.
Kansas City, MO 64147
816-322-0110
E-MAIL:  admissions@calvary.edu
WEBSITE:  calvary.edu
ADMISSIONS CONTACT:  Tania Edwards,
Director of Admissions
NUMBER OF STUDENTS:  325
RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION:  Non-Denominational
ESTABLISHED:  1932
ACCREDITATION:  Higher Learning
Commission, 230 S LaSalle St, Suite 7-500,
Chicago, IL 60604-1413 and Association for
Biblical Higher Education 5850 T.G. Lee Blvd.,
Suite 130, Orlando, FL 32822.
MAJORS AND DEGREES:  Undergraduate:
Advanced Biblical Studies, Biblical Counseling,
Business Administration, Children’s Ministry,
Education - Elementary, Education - Secondary,
History, Intercultural Ministry, Music Education K-

12, Music Performance and Pedagogy, Worship
Arts and Youth Ministry, Worship Arts, Pastoral
Ministry, Theater Arts, Youth Ministry.
Graduate/Seminary: M.S. Education, M.S.
Organizational Development, M.S. Worship Arts,
M.A. Bible and Theology, M.A. Biblical
Counseling, M.Div. Pastoral Ministry.   
STRENGTHS OF COLLEGE:  Calvary University
provides a close-knit community of Christians
who are being prepared to live and serve in the
church and the world according to a Biblical
worldview. In addition to the degree program,
students are also able to participate in activities
such as intercollegiate sports, music groups,
drama, Christian ministry, and service projects.
SPECIAL PROGRAMS:  Study and Work
Program
TUITION:  $16,000 per year
FINANCIAL AID:  Study and Work Program,
Scholarships, Federal financial aid

CARVER BAPTIST BIBLE 
COLLEGE, INSTITUTE & 
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
7203 Paseo Blvd.
Kansas City, MO 64132
816-333-1577
E-MAIL:  admissions@carverbiblecollegekc.org
WEBSITE:  www.carverbiblecollegekc.org
ADMISSIONS CONTACT:  Dr. Lorraine
Randolph
NUMBER OF STUDENTS:  70
RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION:  Independent Baptist
ESTABLISHED:  1942
ACCREDITATION:  Applicant status with the
Association for Biblical Higher Education
MAJORS AND DEGREES:  Master of Christian
Ministry, Bachelors of Arts/Science in 6 concen-
trations (Biblical Counseling, Biblical Studies,
Christian Education, Missions, Pulpit Ministries,
and Urban Ministries), Associate of Arts in
Biblical Studies
STRENGTHS OF COLLEGE:  Affordable quality
education, experienced caring faculty, emphasis
on discipleship learning, and urban ministry
focus 
SPECIAL PROGRAMS:  Certificate Programs
(includes Apples of Gold Teacher Refresher
Program) offered through the Institute designed
for the believer who wishes to serve as a better
equipped worker in his or her local church but
does not wish to do the work required to earn a
college level degree. These courses do not
require a high school diploma or equivalent.
TUITION:  2015-2016 Academic Year: Seminary
- $150.00 per credit hour, College - $75.00 per
credit hour, Certificate - $35.00 per course
FINANCIAL AID:  Institutional scholarships and
financial aid

CEDARVILLE UNIVERSITY
251 North Main St.
Cedarville, OH 45314
1-800-CEDARVILLE (233-2784)
E-MAIL:  admissions@cedarville.edu
WEBSITE:  www.cedarville.edu
ADMISSIONS CONTACT:  Rachel Gusler
NUMBER OF STUDENTS:  3,760
RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION:  Baptist
ESTABLISHED:  1887
ACCREDITATION:  Higher Learning
Commission; Accreditation Board for

Engineering and Technology (ABET);
Accreditation Council for Pharmacy Education
(ACPE) (CU is currently in candidate status with
ACPE);  Association of Collegiate Business
Schools and Programs (ACBSP); Commission
on Accreditation of Athletic Training Education
(CAATE); Commission on Collegiate Nursing
Education (CCNE); Council of Social Work
Education (CSWE); National Association of
Schools of Music (NASM); National Council
for the Accreditation of Teacher Education
(NCATE); 
MAJORS AND DEGREES:  The five majors
enrolling the most undergraduate students
are the following: Nursing, Mechanical
Engineering, Early Childhood Education,
Pharmaceutical Sciences, and Psychology.  The
five largest departments or schools are the fol-
lowing: Engineering and Computer Science,
Nursing, Business Administration, Science and
Mathematics and Education.
STRENGTHS OF COLLEGE:  3,760 students
fired up about His purpose for their lives in more
than 100 programs of study. 97% of our grads
are employed or in grad school within six months
of completing their degree. Yellow Jackets play
hard and go for the win with 16 intercollegiate
sports in NCAA Division II. 150 local and global
ministries give you ample opportunity to live out
the Great Commission while earning your
degree. 26/1190 are our average ACT/SAT
scores, and 3.65 is the average unweighted
GPA out of high school.
TUITION:  (2017-2018): $28,956
FINANCIAL AID:  Last year, nearly 100 percent
of freshmen students received financial aid, with
packages averaging close to $19,000.

CENTRAL CHRISTIAN 
COLLEGE OF KANSAS
1200 S. Main St. 
McPherson, KS 67460
620-241-0723 ext. 523
E-MAIL:  victoria.tuszynski@centralchristian.edu
WEBSITE: www.centralchristian.edu
ADMISSIONS CONTACT: Victoria Tuszynski
NUMBER OF STUDENTS: 350 on-campus
RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION: Free Methodist
ESTABLISHED: 1884
ACCREDITATION:  Higher Learning
Commission
MAJORS AND DEGREES: Associates and
Bachelors degrees in more than 40 different pro-
grams including Aviation, Business,
Communications, Education, English, Fine Arts,
Liberal Studies, Ministry & Theology,
Psychology, Science & Math, Social Sciences,
Sports, Science & Health
STRENGTHS OF COLLEGE:  Christian atmos-
phere, small-class sizes, personal education,
outreach and missions minded, Biblical world-
view in every class, spiritually-emphasized cam-
pus life, competitive sports, Contemporary Music
program, Worship Arts programs, beautiful cam-
pus & facilities in safe and quiet community, and
leadership development opportunities.
SPECIAL PROGRAMS:  Risk Management and
Insurance: This is a very unique program. We
partner with Farmer’s Alliance to provide a
degree in insurance. Few schools in Kansas
have a degree in insurance, and it provides
many job opportunities upon graduation.

TUITION: $33,980
FINANCIAL AID:  98% of students receive schol-
arships. The average scholarship per student is
$15,396, that’s an average total of $61,584 over
four years!

CENTRAL CHRISTIAN 
COLLEGE OF THE BIBLE
911 E Urbandale Dr.
Moberly, MO 65270
888.263.3900 x144
E-MAIL:  findmore@cccb.edu
WEBSITE:  www.cccb.edu
ADMISSIONS CONTACT:  Dylan Hayes,
Admissions Counselor
NUMBER OF STUDENTS: 222
RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION:  Christian
Church/Church of Christ
ESTABLISHED:  1957
ACCREDITATION:  Association of Biblical
Higher Education (ABHE), Candidacy-Higher
Learning Commission (HLC)
MAJORS AND DEGREES:  Bachelor of Arts,
Bachelor of Science, Bachelor of Religious
Studies, Associate of Arts, Associate of Science,
and Certificate of Biblical Knowledge; BA and BS
Degree Majors: Biblical Research (BA only),
Christian Counseling, Christian Education,
Christian Ministries, Cross-Cultural Ministry,
Preaching Ministry, and Youth and Family
Ministry; BRS Degree Majors: Vocational and
Ministry; Associate of Arts or Science options:
General Studies or Bible and Ministry; Certificate
of Biblical Knowledge: One year certificate deliv-
ered on-site or completely online, 4-year online
Bachelor of Science.
STRENGTHS OF COLLEGE:  Central Christian
College of the Bible is a place where you will
find: Affordable quality education - Ministry
focused programs - Biblical teaching - Variety of
programs & certificates - Discipleship opportuni-
ties - Extracurricular activities - Inter-collegiate
sports - Personal faculty & staff - Great facilities -
Beautiful campus - Leadership development -
Life mentors - Safe campus & community -
Transfer options - Networks with churches &
organizations   
SPECIAL PROGRAMS:  Expanded degree and
certificate options through co-op programs in a
variety of fields including business and educa-
tion, honors program, and online education
TUITION:  First 100 students to meet Central’s
admittance criteria receive a Full-Tuition
Scholarship for four years valued at 100% of
tuition costs. 
FINANCIAL AID:  Full-tuition scholarships, feder-
al financial aid, supporting church scholarship,
and honors program benefits

C O L L E G E  D I R E C T O R Y
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COLUMBIA COLLEGE
1001 Rogers Street
Columbia, MO 65216
800-231-2391
WEBSITE:  www.ccis.edu
ADMISSIONS CONTACT:
admissions@ccis.edu
NUMBER OF STUDENTS:  895
RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION:  Disciples of Christ
ESTABLISHED:  1851
ACCREDITATION:  Higher Learning
Commission
MAJORS AND DEGREES:  Columbia College
offers a wide variety of programs. For a com-
plete list of programs, please visit this link:
http://www.ccis.edu/degrees/all.asp 
SPECIAL PROGRAMS: Forensic Science,
Criminal Justice emphasis, Daystar Education
program, Associates in Nursing
TUITION: 2015-2016 Academic Year
Tuition:$10,468/semester; $20,936/year 
FINANCIAL AID:  Average package amount
$14,981

CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY,
NEBRASKA
800 N Columbia
Seward, NE 68434
402-643-7233
E-MAIL:  admiss@cune.edu
WEBSITE:  www.cune.edu
ADMISSIONS CONTACT:  Chelsea Sernett
NUMBER OF STUDENTS:  1,200 undergraduate
students – More than 2,300 including graduate
students  
RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION:  The Lutheran
Church—Missouri Synod
ESTABLISHED:  1894
ACCREDITATION:  The Higher Learning
Commission; National Council for the
Accreditation of Teacher Education; National
Association of Schools of Music; International
Assembly for Collegiate Business Education
MAJORS AND DEGREES:  More than 70 under-
graduate, graduate and professional programs
STRENGTHS OF COLLEGE:  Concordia offers
professional and liberal arts programs in an
excellent academic and Christ-centered commu-
nity that equips men and women for lives of
learning, service and leadership in the church
and world.
SPECIAL PROGRAMS:  Global missions and
study abroad opportunities along with five foreign
languages offered – Hebrew, Greek, Mandarin,
Spanish, and American Sign Language.
Specialized church work and art programs such
as Ecclesiastical Art and Art Therapy. The only
music therapy program in the state of Nebraska.
TUITION:  $30,400. Total cost with room &
board, fees and tuition is approximately $39,000.
FINANCIAL AID:  100% of Concordia’s incoming
undergraduate students receive some type of
financial aid. Concordia administers a broad
array of financial aid from institutional, federal,
state and private programs. Both need- and non-
need-based financial aid options are available to
families to help manage their financial obliga-
tions. Non-need-based opportunities include aca-
demic merit scholarships and talent scholarships
for music, theatre, forensics, art and athletics.

EVANGEL UNIVERSITY
1111 N. Glenstone Avenue
Springfield, MO 65802
800-EVANGEL 
E-MAIL:  admissions@evangel.edu 
WEBSITE:  www.evangel.edu
ADMISSIONS CONTACT:  Patricia Hansen 
NUMBER OF STUDENTS:  2,000
RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION:  Assemblies of God
ESTABLISHED:  1955
ACCREDITATION:  North Central Association of
College and Schools, National Council for
Accreditation of Teacher Education, National
Association of Schools of Music, Council on
Social Work Education, Higher Learning
Commission
MAJORS AND DEGREES:  We offer more than
100 academic programs in the following depart-
ments: Behavioral Sciences, Business,
Communication, Education, Humanities,
Kinesiology, Music, Science & Technology, and
Theology & Church Ministries
STRENGTHS OF COLLEGE:  Strong academ-
ics, integration of faith in learning, community,
opportunities to engage in cross-cultural experi-
ences, and ministry opportunities
SPECIAL PROGRAMS:  Top 5: Psychology,
Biblical Studies, Elementary Education,
Management, Biology
TUITION:  $21,500
FINANCIAL AID:  97% of students receive finan-
cial aid. Average scholarship/grants per student
is $11,047. More than $34 million awarded in
Financial Aid each year.

FRIENDS UNIVERSTIY
2100 W. University Ave
Wichita, KS 67213
316-295-5100
E-MAIL:  admissions@friends.edu
WEBSITE:  www.friends.edu
ADMISSIONS CONTACT:  Brandon Pierce
NUMBER OF STUDENTS:  2,000
RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION:  Non-Denominational
ESTABLISHED:  1898
ACCREDITATION: Higher Learning Commission
and a member of the North Central Association
MAJORS AND DEGREES:  We offer 60 areas of
study within our 6 academic divisions of
Business and Information Technology,
Education, Fine Arts, Religion and Humanities,
Natural Science and Math, and Social and
Behavioral Sciences.
STRENGTHS OF COLLEGE:  Friends
University, a Christian University of Quaker her-
itage, equips students to honor God and serve
others by integrating their intellectual, spiritual
and professional lives.  
SPECIAL PROGRAMS:  Christian Spiritual
Formation, Ballet, Health Science, and Zoo
Science
TUITION:  $27,150
FINANCIAL AID:  Institutional Scholarships and
Grants, State and Federal Scholarships, Grants
and Loans.

GRAND CANYON UNIVERSITY
3300 W. Camleback Rd.
Phoenix, AZ 85017
855-428-7884
E-MAIL:  CampusAdmissions@gcu.edu
WEBSITE:  gcu.edu
ADMISSIONS CONTACT:  Andrew Westrick
NUMBER OF STUDENTS:  15,473
RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION:  Christian
ESTABLISHED:  1949
ACCREDITATION: Regionally accredited by the
Higher Learning Commission. (800-621-7440;
http://hlcommission.org/)
MAJORS AND DEGREES:  More than 190 aca-
demic programs
STRENGTHS OF COLLEGE:  STEM focused.
New programs in engineering and technology.
TUITION:  $16,500
FINANCIAL AID:  Average student paid $8,300
in tuition after scholarship. Go to
gcu.edu/CampusScholarships for information
about GCU institutional aid.

HANNIBAL-LAGRANGE 
UNIVERSITY
2800 Palmyra Rd. 
Hannibal, Missouri 63401
573-221-3675
EMAIL:  ashley.neeley@hlg.edu
WEBSITE:  www.hlg.edu
ADMISSIONS CONTACT:  Ashley Neeley
NUMBER OF STUDENTS:  1,200
RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION: Southern Baptist
ESTABLISHED:  1858 
ACCREDITATION:  Higher Learning
Commission
MAJORS AND DEGREES:  35 majors on the
baccalaureate level; additional pre-professional
programs on the associate level.
STRENGTHS OF COLLEGE:  Small class size:
14 to 1 student to professor ration; very hands-
on in every degree program.
SPECIAL PROGRAMS: Honors program
TUITION:  $20,610
FINANCIAL AID:  98% of our students receive
financial aid

HEART OF AMERICA BIBLE 
COLLEGE AND THEOLOGICAL 
SEMINARY
7600 Blue Ridge Blvd.
Kansas City, MO 64138
816-356-6380
E-MAIL:  mccarrollcc01@gmail.com
WEBSITE:  www.heartofamericaministries.com
ADMISSIONS CONTACT:  Dr. Carroll C.
McCarroll
NUMBER OF STUDENTS:  100+
RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION:  Non-denominational
ESTABLISHED:  1983
ACCREDITATION:  The International
Association of Bible Colleges and Seminaries
MAJORS AND DEGREES:  Pastoral Theology;
Scriptural Psychology; Church Administration;
Christian Education
STRENGTHS OF COLLEGE:  Residential,
Online, Correspondence.  Non-traditional
SPECIAL PROGRAMS:  Associate; Bachelor;
Master and Doctoral Degree Programs in all our
Major courses of study.
TUITION:  Resident Students $50.00 per Credit
Hour; Correspondent $55.00 per Credit Hour.
Course material averages $60.00 per course.
FINANCIAL AID:  must apply

HEARTLAND CHRISTIAN 
COLLEGE
500 New Creation Rd.
Newark, MO 63458
660-284-4800
E-MAIL:  registrar@heartlandcollege.org
WEBSITE:  www.heartlandcollege.org
ADMISSIONS CONTACT:  Judi Barton
NUMBER OF STUDENTS:  15
RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION:  Non-denominational
ESTABLISHED:  1992
ACCREDITATION:  Accredited through the
Association of Biblical Higher Education
MAJORS AND DEGREES:  Associate in Biblical
Studies
STRENGTHS OF COLLEGE:  Inexpensive,
small student-teacher ratio, discipleship based,
location encourages study
SPECIAL PROGRAMS:  Missions, Worship Arts,
Christian Education
TUITION:  $498 per semester. Room and Board
is $750 per semester.
FINANCIAL AID: Government Aid is not 
accepted

JOHN BROWN UNIVERSITY
2000 West University St.
Siloam Springs, AR 72761
1-877-JBU-INFO
E-MAIL:  jbuinfo@jbu.edu
WEBSITE:  www.jbu.edu
ADMISSIONS CONTACT:  Christa Blackstone
NUMBER OF STUDENTS:  1,350
Undergraduate
RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION:  Inter-denominational
ESTABLISHED:  1919
ACCREDITATION:  Higher Learning
Commission of the North Central Association of
Colleges and Schools; Council for the
Accreditation of Educator Preparation (CAEP);
Engineering Accreditation Commission of ABET;
American Council for Construction Education
(ACCE); Accreditation Council for Business
Schools & Programs (ACBSP)
MAJORS AND DEGREES:  39 majors and over
40 minors
STRENGTHS OF COLLEGE:  JBU is Arkansas’
top ranked regional university according to U.S.
News & World Report Best Colleges ranking
2017. JBU’s largest programs include
Engineering, Nursing, Graphic Design, Family
and Human Services, and Elementary
Education.
SPECIAL PROGRAMS:  Engineering, nursing,
construction management, graphic design, digital
cinema, honors program
TUITION:  $12,109/semester, $24,218/year
(2016-2017)
FINANCIAL AID: Last year JBU awarded over
$13 million in scholarships and grants to assist
90% of our full-time students. Before you say
you can’t afford it, contact us to see what we can
do for you, at www.jbu.edu/Financial_Aid or 1-
877-JBU-INFO.
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KANSAS CHRISTIAN 
COLLEGE
7401 Metcalf Ave.
Overland Park, KS 66204
913-722-0272
E-MAIL:  dave.pedotto@kansaschristian.edu
WEBSITE:  www.kansaschristian.edu
ADMISSIONS CONTACT:  Dave Pedotto
NUMBER OF STUDENTS:  130
RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION:  Church of God
Holiness
ESTABLISHED:  1938
ACCREDITATION:  Accredited with ABHE    
MAJORS AND DEGREES:  Biblical Studies,
Business Leadership, Ministry Leadership,
General Studies, Pastoral and Youth Ministries,
Teacher Education, Performance Music, Worship
Leadership
STRENGTHS OF COLLEGE:  Small   campus   
and   classes!      Benefits   include   more   opportunity   
for   one-on-one contact   and   collaboration   with   
professors,    careful   evaluation   of   work,    a   
stronger   sense   of   community,    Professor   staff-
as opposed   to   teaching   assistants   and   a   chance   
for   adviser   to   know   students   well.    
SPECIAL PROGRAMS:  Men’s and Women’s
Basketball, Vocal and Music Groups, Ministry
Organization.
TUITION:  On Campus Tuition: $275.00 per
credit hour; Online Tuition:  $255. 00 per credit
hour. 
FINANCIAL AID:  Approved   by   the   US   
Department   of   Education   to   distribute   Pell   Grants   
and   Direct   Student Loans  

LETOURNEAU UNIVERSITY
2100 South Mobberly Ave.
Longview, TX 75607
816-718-2018
E-MAIL:  kathyheim@Letu.edu
WEBSITE:  www.letu.edu
ADMISSIONS CONTACT:  Kathy Heim,
Regional Ad. Rep.
NUMBER OF STUDENTS:  2,796
RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION:  Interdenominational
ESTABLISHED:  1946
ACCREDITATION:  Southern Association of
Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges
(SACSCOC); Accreditation Board for
Engineering and Technology (ABET);
International Assembly for Collegiate Business
Education (IACBE); Texas State Board for
Educator Certification (SBEC)
MAJORS AND DEGREES:  Aviation &
Aeronautical Science, Engineering & Engineering
Technology, Education, Business & Technology,
Arts & Sciences, Psychology & Counseling,
Nursing, and Theology & Vocation. See full list at
www.letu.edu/majors
STRENGTHS OF COLLEGE:  Innovative, hands-
on learning; professors as personal mentors;
faith & work focus; heritage of excellence in
STEM education
SPECIAL PROGRAMS:  Materials Joining
Engineering, Remotely Piloted Aircraft, Mission
Aviation, Marriage & Family Therapy
TUITION: $28,480
FINANCIAL AID:  91% of LETU students receive
some form of financial aid. Learn more:
www.letu.edu/finaid 

LIBERTY UNIVERSITY
1971 University Blvd.
Lynchburg, VA 24515
800-543-5317
E-MAIL:  admissions@liberty.edu
WEBSITE:  www.libertyu.com
NUMBER OF STUDENTS:  over 15,000
RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION:  Christian, non-
denominational
ESTABLISHED:  1971
ACCREDITATION:  Southern Association of
College and Schools Commission on Colleges
MAJORS AND DEGREES:  Liberty has over 210
undergraduate residential programs; top majors
include Nursing, Biomedical Sciences, Business,
Religion, Education, Engineering, Psychology,
Cinematic Arts, and Music.
STRENGTHS OF COLLEGE:  Liberty is the
world’s largest Christian university, providing all
the opportunities of a big-school atmosphere still
grounded on a solid Christian foundation. We
boast the highest level of accreditation, Division I
athletics, and a range of over 100 student-led
clubs and organizations
SPECIAL PROGRAMS:  In addition to the
degrees available, Liberty also offers flight atten-
dant training, aviation maintenance certificates,
and technical studies in carpentry, electrical,
HVAC, plumbing, and welding. Perhaps one of
Liberty’s most unique programs is LU Send
NOW, the initiative that allows trained students to
be a part of the University’s quick response team
for urgent disaster and humanitarian needs.
Students are fully-funded and trained prior to the
semester, and are excused from classes should
a crisis arise in which the team is needed. Since
its founding in 2015, LU Send NOW teams have
already responded to the water crisis in Flint,
Michigan, major storm damage in Albany,
Georgia, tornado aftermath in Appomattox,
Virginia, and participated in refugee outreach in
Greece.
TUITION:  $22,880/year, with room and board
costs ranging between $9,000-11,500/year.
FINANCIAL AID:  96% of students receive some
form of Financial Aid. Scholarships are awarded
based on merit and need, with one of our most
popular scholarships, the Academic Achievement
award, ranging from $1,500/year to full tuition.

LINDENWOOD UNIVERSITY
209 South KingsHighway St.
St. Charles, MO 63301
636-949-4949
E-MAIL:  admissions@lindenwood.edu
WEBSITE:  lindenwood.edu
ADMISSIONS CONTACT:  Jon Bedenikovic/314-
288-4767/jbedenikovic@lindenwood.edu
NUMBER OF STUDENTS:  15000
RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION:  Founded
Presbyterian and now has Presbyterian vales
ESTABLISHED:  1827
ACCREDITATION:  Higher Learning
Commission, Council for High Education, Athletic
Training, Business, Business and
Entrepreneurship, Education, Nursing, Social
Work, Teacher Education
MAJORS AND DEGREES:  Over 100 degrees
offered between the Schools of Business,
Education, Arts, Health Sciences, Humanities,
and Sciences
STRENGTHS OF COLLEGE:  Smaller Class
Sizes, Student involvement, Professor/Student
Connection, Rich History, Debt Free
SPECIAL PROGRAMS:  Game Design &
Criminal Justice

TUITION:  16143
FINANCIAL AID:  99% of students, academic,
athletic, character

MIDAMERICA NAZARENE 
UNIVERSITY
2030 E. College Way
Olathe, KS 66062
913-971-3380
E-MAIL:  admissions@mnu.edu
WEBSITE:  www.mnu.edu
ADMISSIONS CONTACT:  Derry Ebert,
Associate Vice President
NUMBER OF STUDENTS:  1,880
RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION:  Church of the
Nazarene
ESTABLISHED:  1966
ACCREDITATION:  Higher Learning
Commission of the North Central Association
MAJORS AND DEGREES:  Accounting, Athletic
Training, Bible and Theology, Biology, Biology
Education, Business Administration, Business
Psychology, Chemistry, Children & Family
Ministry, Corporate Communication, Criminal
Justice, Elementary Education, English, English
Language Arts Education, Forensic Biology,
Forensic Chemistry, Graphic Design, History,
History & Government/Social Studies Education,
Intercultural Studies, Kinesiology, Marketing,
Mathematics, Mathematics Education, Middle
Level Mathematics Education, Middle Level
Science Education, Ministry, Multimedia, Music,
Music Education, Nursing, Organizational
Leadership, Physical Education, Physics,
Psychology, Recreation & Leisure Studies,
Sociology, Speech/Theatre Education, Sports
Management, Youth & Family Ministry
STRENGTHS OF COLLEGE:  Well-known and
prestigious School of Nursing & Health Sciences
and School of Education, servant leadership
mindset, strong sense of community, “Go Global”
international and domestic mission trip initiatives
and annual “Passion to Serve” projects; graduate
degree programs in Nursing, Business,
Education, and Counseling.
SPECIAL PROGRAMS:  Pre-Professional
Programs including Chiropractic, Dentistry,
Engineering, Law, Medical Technology,
Medicine, Occupational Therapy, Pharmacy, and
Physical Therapy; Honors Program; Diversity
Awareness; Theatrical Productions; General
Studies Major; Army and Air Force ROTC
Programs; Study Abroad Programs including
MNU Europe.
TUITION:   $27,650. Total direct costs including
comprehensive tuition and Room & Board total
approximately $35,550.
FINANCIAL AID:  Academic Scholarship & Grant
program, Athletic Scholarships, Fine &
Performing Arts Scholarships, Federal and State
Financial Aid.

MIDLAND UNIVERSITY
900 N Clarkson
Fremont, NE 68025
402-941-6503
E-MAIL:  admissions@midlandu.edu
WEBSITE:  www.midlandu.edu
ADMISSIONS CONTACT:  Emily Packard,
Director of Admissions
NUMBER OF STUDENTS:  1,400
RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION:  Lutheran
ESTABLISHED:  1883
ACCREDITATION:  Higher Learning
Commission
MAJORS AND DEGREES:  Midland University

offers a variety of 30+ programs for Bachelor and
Master Degrees.  Please check out our full listing
at http://www.midlandu.edu/majors.
STRENGTHS OF COLLEGE:  Midland University
offers a unique 4-year Graduation Guarantee to
undergraduate students and fields 31 varsity
sports, the largest athletic department in
Nebraska.
SPECIAL PROGRAMS:  31 Varsity Sports, 250+
Performing Arts opportunities, and our largest
population of students centered around Human
Performance, Nursing, Criminal Justice, and
Education.
TUITION:  $31,070
FINANCIAL AID:  One of the most generous ath-
letic, art, and academic institutional scholarships
in Nebraska.  Federal and state grants and
loans.

MIDWESTERN COLLEGE
5001 North Oak Trafficway
Kansas City, MO 64118
(816) 414-3700
EMAIL:  admissions@mbts.edu
WEBSITE:  www.midwesterncollege.com
ADMISSIONS CONTACT:  Hayden Summerhill
(hsummerhill@mbts.edu)
NUMBER OF STUDENTS:  350
RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION:  Southern Baptist
ESTABLISHED:  1957
ACCREDITATION:  Higher Learning
Commission
MAJORS AND DEGREES:  Christian Ministry,
Biblical Studies, Intercultural Studies, Music,
Business, Counseling Psychology, Humanities,
Divinity
STRENGTHS OF COLLEGE:  Biblical teaching,
Missions emphasis, close relationships between
faculty and students
SPECIAL PROGRAMS:  (1) The Fusion program
allows students to get extended missions experi-
ence during the first year of a 4-year Bachelor of
Arts degree. For the first six months of this pro-
gram, students are immersed in biblical study,
cultural training, and language learning. Then, for
the next six months, teams of students are sent
overseas to serve alongside full-time missionar-
ies in some of the world’s most unreached
nations. (2) Accelerate is an opportunity for
especially gifted and aspiring students called into
ministry to receive both a Bachelor of Arts and
Master of Divinity degree in just 5 years. This
program enables cohorts of elite students to
receive special mentorship and study opportuni-
ties with world-renowned faculty from Midwestern
Seminary and College.
TUITION:  On-Campus: $270/credit hour
(Southern Baptist students), $425/credit hour
(non-SBC students). Online: $315/credit hour
(Southern Baptist students), $350/credit hour
(non-SBC students).
FINANCIAL AID:  Students are eligible for feder-
al financial aid, institutional scholarships, and
church match scholarships.

MISSOURI BAPTIST 
UNIVERSITY
One College Park Drive
St. Louis, MO 63141
314-392-2290
E-MAIL:  tachickb@mobap.edu
WEBSITE:  www.mobap.edu
ADMISSIONS CONTACT:  Brian Tachick
NUMBER OF STUDENTS:  1,200
RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION:  Southern Baptist
ESTABLISHED:  1964
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ACCREDITATION:  Higher Learning
Commission      
MAJORS AND DEGREES:  40+ majors &
minors.  Departments: Business,
Communication, Education, Fine Arts, Health &
Sports Sciences, Language Arts, Ministry &
Service, Natural Sciences, Social Services.
STRENGTHS OF COLLEGE:  Honors Program,
Volleyball Program, Ministry & Service
Department    
SPECIAL PROGRAMS:  Biotechnology,
Chemistry with emphasis in Forensic Science,
Worship Arts Technology  
TUITION:  $35,000 tuition & room/board;
$23,000 for tuition only
FINANCIAL AID:  $12,000 average financial aid
assistance

NORTHWESTERN COLLEGE
101 7th Street SW
Orange City, Iowa 51041
712-707-7000
E-MAIL:  admissions@nwciowa.edu
WEBSITE:  www.nwciowa.edu
ADMISSIONS CONTACT:  Natalie Wheeler
NUMBER OF STUDENTS:  1,260
RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION:  Reformed Church in
America
ESTABLISHED:  1882
ACCREDITATION:  Higher Learning
Commission
MAJORS AND DEGREES:  40+ Majors,16 Pre-
professional programs, 7 Career concentrations;
Degrees awarded: B.A., B.S.N., B.A.A.T, M.Ed.
STRENGTHS OF COLLEGE:  A Christian aca-
demic community engaging students in coura-
geous and faithful learning and living that
empowers them to follow Christ and pursue
God’s redeeming work in the world. 96% of
NWC graduates are employed or enrolled in
grad school within six months of graduation.
SPECIAL PROGRAMS:  Top 10: Business,
Elementary Education, Kinesiology, Biology,
Nursing, Psychology, Sociology/Criminal Justice,
Mathematics, Spanish/Translation and
Interpretation, English.
TUITION:  $29,300 (2016-2017 year)
FINANCIAL AID:  The average aid per student is
$21,715 with 99% of full-time students receiving
aid.

OLIVET NAZARENE 
UNIVERSITY
One University Ave.
Bourbonnais, IL 60914
1-800-648-1463
E-MAIL:  admissions@olivet.edu
WEBSITE:  www.olivet.edu
ADMISSIONS CONTACT:
admissions@olivet.edu
NUMBER OF STUDENTS:  4,700 (2,900 tradi-
tional undergraduate)
RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION:  Nazarene
ESTABLISHED:  1907
ACCREDITATION:  The Higher Learning
Commission (HLC) and several others
MAJORS AND DEGREES:  Over 120 under-
graduate areas of study  
STRENGTHS OF COLLEGE:  Strong sense of
community, fun campus traditions and great
Faculty and Staff who strive to be relational.
SPECIAL PROGRAMS:  Engineering, Nursing,
Special Education, Dietetics, Actuarial Science
TUITION:  $33,950
FINANCIAL AID:  99% of students granted
assistance

ORAL ROBERTS UNIVERSITY
7777 South Lewis Avenue 
Tulsa, OK 74171
918.495.6518 or 800.678.8876
E-MAIL:  admissions@oru.edu
WEBSITE:  oru.edu/admissions 
ADMISSIONS CONTACT:  Alison Vujnovic
NUMBER OF STUDENTS:  3,852 students from
90 different countries and every U.S. state.
RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION:  Interdenominational
ESTABLISHED:  1963
ACCREDITATION:  Higher Learning
Commission (HLC)
MAJORS AND DEGREES:  ORU offers 130+
undergraduate majors and minors spread across
six unique colleges and covering every academic
interest. Students pursue degrees from ORU s
College of Arts & Cultural Studies, College of
Business, College of Education, College of
Nursing, College of Science & Engineering and
College of Theology & Ministry. ORU also offers
12 Masters degrees.
STRENGTHS OF COLLEGE:  Oral Roberts
University is a world-renowned Christian univer-
sity committed to building Spirit-empowered
leaders who will impact every area of society,
from businesses, hospitals, schools, churches,
athletics, media, the arts, government and more!
Graduates launch from ORU prepared to suc-
ceed because of ORU s unique Whole Person
Education, which transforms students spiritually,
academically and physically! In addition, ORU
students are challenged to Make no little plans
here, a phrase coined by ORU s Founder, Oral
Roberts, and one that remains central to the
DNA of the university bearing his name.
SPECIAL PROGRAMS:  Quest Whole Person
Scholarship Program awards up to $20,000/year.
Advantage Program a 100% online dual-enroll-
ment program for high school students.
TUITION:  2016/2017 Academic Year undergrad-
uate tuition, $25,800; room and board varies
based on tiered plans offered.
FINANCIAL AID:  ORU is committed to awarding
up to $25,000,000 in scholarships and grants
this academic year through Quest Whole Person
Scholarships up to $20,000/year; Academic
Scholarships $5,000-$13,000/year; Fellows
Honors Program Scholarships up to
$20,000/year; NCAA Division I Athletic
Scholarships; Legacy Scholarships $3,000/year;
Talent Scholarships; and more!

SOUTHWEST BAPTIST 
UNIVERSITY
1600 University Ave.
Bolivar, MO 65613
800-526-5859
E-MAIL:  admissions@SBUniv.edu
WEBSITE:  www.SBUniv.edu
ADMISSIONS CONTACT:  Christopher
Kimberling
NUMBER OF STUDENTS:  3,700 (1,500 under-
graduate on main campus in Bolivar)
RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION:  Southern Baptist
ESTABLISHED:  1878
ACCREDITATION:  Higher Learning
Commission
MAJORS AND DEGREES:  More than 80 areas
of study, including associates, bachelors, mas-
ters, specialist and doctoral degrees. See com-
plete list at www.SBUniv.edu/academics
STRENGTHS OF COLLEGE:  Small class sizes;
15:1 student-to-faculty ratio; Christ-centered, car-
ing academic community; one of America’s Best

Colleges Buys and one of America’s Best
Christian Colleges
SPECIAL PROGRAMS:  University Success
Center to help freshmen with college transition;
Dutile Honors Program to challenge, enrich and
support exceptional students who are interested
in academic, social and personal growth; premier
academic programs include biology (and pre-
med), business administration, Christian ministry,
computer science, education, intercultural stud-
ies (missions), music, physical therapy and
social work
TUITION:  $22,400 per year (2017-18)
FINANCIAL AID:  $23.5 million awarded annually
in scholarships and grants; 98% of our students
receive financial aid, with a $23,000 average
financial aid package per student. Academic
scholarships, $8,500-$14,500; Performance
scholarships, $500+; Athletic scholarships,
$500+; Church-related scholarships: up to
$2,000. Federal and state grants, loans and work
study available.

STERLING COLLEGE
125 W. Cooper
Sterling, KS  67579
620-278-2173
E-MAIL: admissions@sterling.edu
WEBSITE: www.sterling.edu
ADMISSIONS CONTACT: Dennis Dutton
NUMBER OF STUDENTS:  600-700
RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION: Non-Denominational
ESTABLISHED: 1887
ACCREDITATION: Higher Learning Commission
MAJORS AND DEGREES: We offer more than
90 programs of study to help you discover and
embrace your passion and calling in life. For a
complete list, visit
www.sterling.edu/acadmics/majors
STRENGTHS OF COLLEGE: At Sterling College
you will discover so much more about who you
are and where you want to go in your life. Your
challenging education is filled with a supportive
community that will help you discover your
dreams. The student faculty ration is 14:1. 92%
of Sterling graduates are employed or in grad
schools 6 months after graduation! We promise
you a Christ-centered experience filled with a lot
of adventures!
SPECIAL PROGRAMS: Athletic Training, Biblical
Studies, Criminal Justice, Art & Design and
Business
TUITION:   $23,985 per year for 12-17 credit
hours per semester. (Housing/Meal Plan $7866)
FINANCIAL AID: Yes. 100% of students receive
scholarship-academic, athletic or activity. Yellow
Ribbon Institution.

TABOR COLLEGE
400 S Jefferson
Hillsboro, KS 67063
620-947-3121
E-MAIL:  admissions@tabor.edu
WEBSITE:  tabor.edu
ADMISSIONS CONTACT:  Kelly Dugger
NUMBER OF STUDENTS:  550
RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION:  Mennonite Brethren
ESTABLISHED:  1908
ACCREDITATION:  Yes
MAJORS AND DEGREES:  At Tabor College,
we have 26 bachelor’s level programs—repre-
senting a host of concentrations and
emphases—one associate of arts program and
one graduate program. * Denotes a concentra-
tion within a major; – Denotes Licensure:  Art &
Design, Majors, Graphic Design, Studio Art,

Minors, Graphic Design, Painting, Athletic
Training, Major, Athletic Training, Bible, Religion
& Philosophy, Majors, Biblical and Religious
Studies, Christian Ministry, *Christian leadership
concentration, *Youth ministry concentration,
*Mission concentration, Minors, Christian
Leadership, Mission, Philosophy, Youth Ministry,
Business, Graduate
STRENGTHS OF COLLEGE:  The core values
that influence the mission and vision of Tabor
College include a commitment to being Christ-
centered in all aspects of life, a passion for
learning, the promotion of service to others, and
meaningful involvement in college and communi-
ty activities.  
SPECIAL PROGRAMS:  Presidential Leadership
Program, Honors Program, Department
Scholarships, International Study Abroad
options.
TUITION:  $26,300
FINANCIAL AID:  Tabor College offers student
aid to nearly 100 percent of the student body.
Academic, Performance and Department
Scholarships available for qualifying students.

UNION UNIVERSITY
1050 Union University Drive
Jackson, TN 38305
1.800.33.UNION 
E-MAIL:  admissions@uu.edu 
WEBSITE:  www.uu.edu
ADMISSIONS CONTACT:  Robbie Graves,
Assistant Vice President for Undergraduate
Admissions
NUMBER OF STUDENTS:  3,464
RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION:  Southern Baptist
ESTABLISHED:  1823
ACCREDITATION:  Commission on Colleges of
the Southern Association of Colleges and
Schools. For more information, visit
www.uu.edu/about.
MAJORS AND DEGREES:  Over 100 programs
of study are available. For a complete list visit
www.uu.edu/academics/programsofstudy.
STRENGTHS OF COLLEGE:  Union University
is committed to integrating top-tier academics
and Christian faith. Faculty members are
authors, scholars and national speakers who
invest in students through classroom teaching
and mentoring. The student faculty ration is 10:1.
Union graduates have been accepted to some of
the world’s top graduate schools. Others
advance to positions of leadership in ministry,
missions and professional careers. Each resi-
dential student at Union has a private bedroom
and access to in-suite kitchen and laundry.
SPECIAL PROGRAMS:  State-of-the-art labs
and simulation environments; undergraduate
research emphasis; Global Opportunities trips;
study abroad; nationally honored community
service.
TUITION:  $30,480 per year for 12-16 credit
hours per semester
FINANCIAL AID:  Yes. 100% of incoming fresh-
men receive financial aid.
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UNIVERSITY OF 
NORTHWESTERN – ST. PAUL
3003 Snelling Ave N.
St. Paul, MN 55113
651-631-5111
E-MAIL:  sjmattson@unwsp.edu
WEBSITE:  www.unwsp.edu
ADMISSIONS CONTACT:  Steve Mattson,
Admission Counselor
NUMBER OF STUDENTS:  1800 Undergraduate
Students
RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION:  Non-denominational
ESTABLISHED:  1902
ACCREDITATION:  Higher Learning
Commission; Incorporated under the laws of the
state of Minnesota as a College of the Bible, Arts
and Sciences, and Professional Education;
Approved by the Minnesota Board of Teaching to
offer programs leading to teacher licensure;  A
member of the American Association of Colleges
for Teacher Education (AACTE) and the

Minnesota Association of Colleges for Teacher
Education (MACTE);  Approved by the State of
Minnesota Department of Veterans Affairs for the
training of veterans as well as survivors and
dependents of veterans;  An accredited institu-
tional member of the National Association of
Schools of Music;  A member of the Upper
Midwest Athletic Conference (UMAC), National
Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA–DIII) and
the National Christian College Athletic
Association (NCCAA);  A member of the Council
for Christian Colleges & Universities;  A member
of the Council of Independent Colleges;  A mem-
ber of the North American Coalition for Christian
Admissions Professionals and endorses the
NACCAP principles of good practice;  A member
of the American Council on Education,
Association of Governing Boards, Council for
Advancement and Support of Education and the
National Association of Independent Colleges
and Universities;  A charter member of the
Evangelical Council for Financial Accountability;

A charter member of the Association of Christian
Schools International;  Member of the National
Association of Evangelicals;  
STRENGTHS OF COLLEGE:  Pre-requisite to
have a faith in Christ. Over 75 majors that are
passionately taught from a Christ-centered
worldview. Elite professional placement.
Automatic double major (2nd major being Bible).
SPECIAL PROGRAMS: Engineering, Business,
Ministry/Bible, Education, Nursing, Pre-Med,
Communication, Art, Fine Art/Music/Theatre,
Psychology
TUITION:  $29,000
FINANCIAL AID:  100% of our students receive
a scholarship and some type of gift aid.

WILLIAM WOODS UNIVERSITY
One University Ave
Fulton, MO 65251
800.995.3159
E-MAIL:  Admissions@WilliamWoods.edu
WEBSITE:  http://www.williamwoods.edu/

ADMISSIONS CONTACT:  Stephen Merriott,
Stephen.Merriott@williamwoods.edu NUMBER
OF STUDENTS:  2,076
RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION:  Disciples of Christ
ESTABLISHED:  1870
ACCREDITATION:  Higher Learning
Commission
MAJORS AND DEGREES:  A.A., B.A., B.S.,
B.F.A., B.AS. B.S.W., M.B.A., M.H.A., M.Ed.,
Ed.S., Ed.D.
STRENGTHS OF COLLEGE:  Business,
American Sign Language, equestrian, biology,
pre-vet, criminal justice
SPECIAL PROGRAMS:  5-year BA and
MBA/MEd
TUITION:  $22,230
FINANCIAL AID:  $16,874: average financial aid
package offered to freshmen (100 percent of stu-
dents receive financial aid)

was a difference: These people shared my faith. This realization was awesome, but
it also challenged me. I had to let go of any preconceived notions or misunder-
standings about cultures. I had to understand that not all Christians have the
same political views or the same interpretation of Scripture and doctrine. For the
first time, I really understood 1 Corinthians 12:12-13: “The body is a unit, though
it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one
body. So it is with Christ. For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body—
whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to
drink” (NIV).
       The post-college Tara had a better—and wider—understanding of the world.
After just four years, my view of the world was a little broader and my under-
standing of Christianity a whole lot bigger.

Everyday Faith
       Before college, I had faith in Christ, but I didn’t live it. I didn’t make my deci-
sions based on what God wanted. My music and TV programs didn’t honor God.
People wouldn’t know I was a Christian by the words coming out of my mouth.
And my attitude toward
friends or teachers was
rarely Christlike. The pre-
college Tara didn’t under-
stand that God wanted
every part of my life—all
the time.
       When I got to college, I
noticed something different
about my classmates. They
weren’t perfect, but they
lived out their faith in ways
I didn’t. My roommate
spent time with God every
day and talked about giving her daily life over to God. I didn’t get it. But she invit-
ed me to a weekly Bible study that changed everything. By studying and sharing
with the other girls in the group, I made a real commitment to let God have con-
trol of every area of my life—what I watched and listened to, my words, and my
overall attitude.
       This experience taught me that God created us for community. Before arriv-
ing on campus, I had no idea that Christian fellowship and support was impor-
tant. In high school, I went to my parents’ church but I could never call it home. I
didn’t have many Christian friends. But at Hannibal-LaGrange, I found the value
of friends who could encourage me and push me to read my Bible or get up early
for church. It was exciting to be able to share with friends in the dorm or in class
about the new truths I was learning.
       My Bible study helped mature my faith. Soon, though, I discovered I was
hungry for the preaching of God’s Word, too. My new friends and I visited differ-
ent churches until we found one we felt God calling us to. During my four years
in college—and attending that church—God helped me see the need to live for
him everyday, gave me strong models of how to do it, and surrounded me with
people who’d keep me accountable.
       Those four years set a pattern for how I try to honor God everyday. Now, I
understand God is calling me to give him every part of my life. No, I am not per-
fect. But, I can say I didn’t leave college the same as when I started. God used the
school, its professors and students to help me become a whole new Tara—one
who is more like him.

ward of the court, you cannot be con-
sidered “independent” by the govern-
ment, even if you cut Mom and Dad out
of the equation. As far as taxes and
federal money are concerned, you’re
still a dependent.
Myth: Billions of unclaimed scholarship

dollars are just waiting to be won.
Truth: Unclaimed scholarships go
unclaimed for a reason—they’re only
offered to a red-headed, left-handed
cricket player from Maine, for instance.
Many scams use the “billions of dollars”
line to rope parents and students into
paying big money to scholarship-finding
services. The experts concur: Anyone
claiming he’ll lead you to the billion-dol-

lar treasure chest is just trying to claim
a few of your dollars for himself.

–Financial aid experts from the 
following schools helped us bust
these myths: Olivet Nazarene
University in Bourbonnais, Illinois;
Calvary University in Kansas City,
Missouri; and Dallas Baptist
University in Dallas, Texas.
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