
God and Donald
Trump author says

president has
potential for greatness
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Evangelicals and others should give
President Donald Trump a chance, es-
pecially given his warm reception of

evangelical Christians,
says the author of a
new book examining
the spiritual side of the
controversial com-
mander-in-chief.
Charisma Media

founder and CEO
Stephen E. Strang, whose book God and
Donald Trumpwas released last month,
says that one goal he had with his book
was to encourage people to "give
Trump a chance."
"There's some people that just,

they're against every single thing he
does or says. He says that today's Mon-
day, they say 'no he's lying, because its
Tuesday in Australia,'" said Strang.
"I would hope that people would

stand back, look at what's happening
with the economy, look at what's hap-
pening internationally."

See STRANG page 23
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A year into the
age of Trump

Metro Voice has announced a new
service for readers: a free, once-a-week
breaking news email service. The goal is
to increase the reach of the paper by pro-
viding the latest news relevant to Chris-
tians and in a timely and convenient way.
Readers can sign up by visiting

www.metrovoicenews.com.
The weekly email will contain break-

ing news and opinion, artist interviews,
new concert announcements, movie and
book reviews, sports, health, and more.  
In January, Metro Voice will become

the nation’s oldest independent Chris-
tain newspaper at 29 years.  It’s published
by Dwight and Anita Widaman.

By Michael Gryboski

By Christy Heitger-Ewing
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METRO VOICE TO
BEGIN WEEKLY
E-NEWSLETTER

ChristmasHow

Defeated Evil
As I sat down to prepare for this column, I began thinking

about Christmas and the end of the year.  I pondered some of
the recent news headlines like the Texas church mass shooting,
a potential war with a nuclear weaponized North Korea and
the ever-growing po-
litical divisions.  I won-
dered, “With all this,
how can we move into
a joyous Christmas
season?” 
 Then as I began

reading the Christmas
story from the Bible, a
light came on.  When I
dug beneath the sur-
face, I saw how history
has much in common with our day.    
The ruthless King Herod, who had been given the title King

of the Jews by the Roman Senate, ruled over Israel during the
time of Jesus’ birth.  One day, a large entourage of esteemed,
well educated, eastern wise men entered his city after a long
journey.  When they arrived they began asking, “Where is he
who has been born king of the Jews?  For we saw his star when

CLINT 
DECKER 
President and
Evangelist 
with Great
Awakenings, Inc.

hopefortoday

See CLINT DECKER page 5

Three years ago, Debbie Buchholz,
senior pastor of Deaf International
Community Church in Olathe, met
Guman, a deaf refugee in his 30s who
had a limp and cerebral palsy.
“When I first met Guman, he would

simply sit and stare,” she recalls. “He had
suffered terribly in the refugee camps
and had no formal schooling and no
language. He would try to express him-
self by pointing and grunting, but it was
frustrating trying to communicate in
that way.”
Buchholz soon learned that Guman

wasn’t the only deaf refugee who needed
help. So she started a class to teach this

Olathe church embraces deaf refugees

Recent refugees find a home at the Deaf Inernational Community
Church in Olathe. Above, members pose with volunteers. See REFUGEES page 23
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(WNS)--A Colorado research profes-
sor has proposed a hypothesis to explain
the unprecedented rates of depression
and anxiety in the post-millennial gen-
eration: dwindling social cues.
Scott Stanley, a researcher at the Uni-

versity of Denver and a fellow at the In-
stitute for Family Studies, said decreases

in the reliability of information about
relationships (for example, an emoji re-
sponse to a heartfelt question) may be
exacerbating mental and emotional is-
sues in today’s teens and young adults.
Ambiguity leads to neurosis, accord-

ing to Stanley. Ivan Pavlov found that
when dogs could not discriminate be-
tween stimuli, they had a mental break-
down. Stanley argues today’s young
people are left in the same state, asking
questions like, “Why didn’t she ‘like’ my
post?” and “How did all my friends end
up getting together tonight without me
knowing about it?” 
Stanley is not alone in his conclu-

sions. San Diego State University psy-
chologist Jean Twenge recently wrote in
an editorial in The Atlantic: “It’s not an
exaggeration to describe iGen [those
born between 1995 and 2012] as being
on the brink of the worst mental-health
crisis in decades.” 
Twenge also blames the smartphone.

Instead of voices, young people get am-
biguous cartoon images. Instead of di-
rect communication, young people are
left to interpret a friend’s Instagram

post. 
“The arrival of the smartphone has

radically changed every aspect of
teenagers’ lives, from the nature of their
social interactions to their mental
health,” Twenge said. “There is com-
pelling evidence that the devices we’ve
placed in young people’s hands are hav-
ing profound effects on their lives—and
making them seriously unhappy.”

Missouri Attorney General Josh
Hawley’s office has issued a subpoena to
internet giant Google in connection
with an investigation into the company’s
business practices. During a news con-
ference, Hawley says he wants to know
if Google is breaking Missouri law by
the way its collecting, using, and releas-
ing information about its users and their
online activities. He says the company
will be held accountable, and Missouri
is not giving Google a free pass.
“It is a very strong concern that we

have potentially in Google a company
that is gathering all sorts of personal

confidential information and then using
that personal confidential information
for profit,” says Hawley. “We want to
make sure that Google is not misappro-
priating it, that they are informing con-
sumers about what they are collecting,
that they are using the personal data that
they do collect in a lawful manner and
that consumers have the option to opt
out of any collection that may violate
their privacy.”
Hawley, a Republican, is also ques-

tioning Google’s alleged practice of
“scraping” of online content from com-
peting websites.
“This misappropriation hurts busi-

ness, and it threatens to drive Google’s

competitors out of
the market, which in
turn deprives con-
sumers of innova-
tion and valuable
services,” he says.
Hawley’s investi-

gation also aims to
learn if the company
is breaking the law by
leveraging what he
calls Google’s “near-
monopoly” power in
the search engine
market to stifle competition. He says
“substantial evidence” suggests the com-
pany might manipulate search results to

list Google-affili-
ated websites
higher in search re-
sults.
In addition to

online users’ loca-
tion, device infor-
mation, cookie
data, online
queries, and web-
site history, Hawley
says it is estimated
that Google has ac-
cess to 70 percent

of all card transactions in the United
States. He says most people don’t realize
that Google builds individual user pro-

files of those who use the company’s
services.
Google spokesperson Patrick Leni-

han has released the following statement
to Missourinet:
“We have not yet received the sub-

poena; however, we have strong privacy
protections in place for our users and
continue to operate in a highly compet-
itive and dynamic environment.”
In June, the European Union issued

Google a record $2.7 billion antitrust
fine. In July, the Electronic Privacy In-
formation Center filed a complaint with
the Federal Trade Commission regard-
ing a Google program that tracks con-
sumer behavior.

Artificial Intelligence (AI)is already
disrupting employment, recreation, the
economy--and now religion.
A former Google executive is so in-

spired by artificial intelligence, that he's
creating its first church. Anthony
Levandowski says AI should be seen as
a God, because it's smarter than any
human being. 
"It's not a god in the sense that it

makes lightning or causes hurricanes.
But if there is something a billion times
smarter than the smartest human, what
else are you going to call it?"
Levandowski told Wired.
According to paperwork filed with

the IRS, this new church, called "Way of
the Future," will focus on: "the realiza-

tion, acceptance, and worship of a God-
head based on Artificial Intelligence de-
veloped through computer hardware
and software."
It goes on to say the church will try to

"develop and promote the realization of
a Godhead based on artificial intelli-
gence and through understanding and
worship of the Godhead, contribute to
the betterment of society."
"The idea needs to spread before the

technology," he insists. "The church is
how we spread the word, the gospel. If
you believe (in it), start a conversation
with someone else and help them un-
derstand the same things," Levandowski
said.
Levandowski believes that this church

will help smooth the way as machine in-
telligence begins to take over.

"If you had a child you knew was
going to be gifted, how would you want
to raise it?" he asks. "We're in the process
of raising a god. So let's make sure we
think through the right way to do that.
It's a tremendous opportunity."
He hopes his church will facilitate re-

search about AI but also inform the
public so that AI is not seen as silly or
scary.
In contrast to established churches,

Levandowski says his AI God is tangible. 
"This time you will be able to talk to

God, literally, and know that it's listen-
ing," he told Wired.
In response to questions about

whether his efforts will be seen as blas-
phemous, Levandowski said that some
people will likely be upset, but that's
what happens when people pursue,

"radical ideas."
Levandowski says that like other reli-

gions, WOTF will eventually have a

gospel (called The Manual), a liturgy,
and probably a physical place of wor-
ship.
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Missouri is not giving Google a ‘free pass’ as state attorney subpoenas company
By Alisa Nelson

By Caitlin Burke

“We want to make
sure that Google 
is not misappropri-
ating it, that they
are informing 
consumers about
what they are 
collecting.”

–Josh Hawley

Former Google exec says AI is 'God,' creates new religion

STUDY LINKS NEUROSIS AND SMARTPHONES IN TEENAGERS
By Michael Foust

The importance of moms
WNS)--A politically liberal psychoanalyst

whose research led to traditional conclu-
sions got the cold
shoulder from main-
stream media when
she released her book
Being There: Why Pri-
oritizing Motherhood
in the First Three
Years Matters. “I
couldn’t get on NPR,”
Erica Komisar told The Wall Street Journal.
“I was rejected wholesale—particularly in
New York—by the liberal press.” 

The book makes the case, backed by
neuroscience and psychology, that “moth-
ers are biologically necessary for babies.”
Komisar insists she isn’t trying to set women
back 50 years, but says the needs of chil-
dren are being lost when women believe
they can have it all—high-pressure jobs, big
salaries, and babies—at the same time.

newsbriefs
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Museum of the Bible opens as a celebration of Scripture

When visitors to Washington, D.C., tour the capital’s
historic museums and monuments in the future,
they’ll have more than just American history to learn.
They’ll also have the opportunity to explore the history
of the best-selling book of all time – the Bible. 
The $500 million, 430,000-square-foot Museum of

the Bible opened Nov. 17 in the heart of the nation’s
capital, within walking distance for visitors and just
two blocks from the National Mall and National Air
and Space Museum and three blocks from the Capitol
building.   
With cutting-edge technology spread out across

eight floors, it is the largest museum in the world ded-
icated to the history, narrative and impact of Scripture.
It will open seven years after a Museum of the Bible

non-profit was established and five years after the site
was purchased. It formerly was the Washington Design
Center. Construction began in December 2014. 
The museum’s founder is Hobby Lobby president

Steve Green, who said public opinion surveys were
conducted to determine if people would visit the mu-
seum. 
“The question was: If we built it, would they come?

The answer was overwhelmingly yes -- if it was done
well and done right,” Green said. “[The survey] also
showed that it would be best attended in Washington,
D.C. … That is where museum-goers go. To be right
there with all the museums would be the best place for
us to be.”
Each visitor to the museum will receive a hand-held

tablet known as a “Digital Guide,” which will take ad-
vantage of 500 wireless access points to give guests a
one-of-a kind personalized guide. It can adjust the tour
when a guest deviates from the pre-planned tour and
even can re-route a tour when certain rooms are
packed with visitors. The Digital Guide has three age

levels: adults and teens; 9-12, and 8-and- under.
The museum will be a “celebration of the Bible” to

be enjoyed by all people – Christians and non-Chris-
tians alike, Green said. 
Forming the core of the museum’s eight floors are

three permanent exhibits: 
�“History of the Bible”: Visitors will follow the hum-

ble origins of the Bible and learn how it became the
most widely read text in history.
�“Narratives of the Bible”: Visitors will discover the

stories of Scripture, from Genesis to the New Testa-
ment.
�“Impact of the Bible”: Visitors will learn how the

Bible has impacted history and modern-day life, in-
cluding science, government and the arts.
“The average person has no clue the degree that this

book has impacted their life,” Green said. “We want to
show that, whether it be in science or art or literature
or government or compassion ministries.” 
A restaurant serving foods of the Bible will reside

on the top floor. The museum also will house a 500-

seat performance arts theater. 
Green said his passion for the Bible came from his

father, Hobby Lobby founder David Green. 
“God has blessed us tremendously, and we do strive

to operate our business according to biblical princi-
ples,” Steve Green said. “[My love for Scripture] goes
back to the love that our family has passed down to us
– my parents and my parents’ parents, and it goes even
further back than that. It’s a love for God’s Word. …
We want to celebrate and highlight this Book, and en-
courage all people to engage with it. That is the bot-
tom-line goal for the Bible museum.
“… The way I look at it, we have the best material

of any museum in the country. We have a book that
has changed our world like nothing else has.”

–Michael Foust is an award-winning freelance
writer. He blogs at www.michaelfoust.com.

i moreinformation
www.museumofthebible.org.

By Michael Foust Harrisonville police
offering training for
churches following
Texas shooting

The Harrisonville, Mo. police de-
partment is offering free training to
churches in the area Dec. 7 at 7 p.m. at
the police department, 205 N Lexing-
ton St.

Department leaders said they de-
cided to do this following the Suther-
land Springs, Texas Church shooting.
26 people were killed in that incident.

Harrisonville officers will do active
shooter response training with local
clergy and church affiliates.  

If your church is interested in send-
ing volunteers to the free course, con-
tact Detective Sheppard at
CSheppard@Harrisonville.com with
the number of attendees. 

They ask you only send a few repre-
sentatives, so they can have enough
space for as many churches as possi-
ble. 

newsbriefs



Dr. Rachel Fish is out to educate
Americans about Israel.
She appeared on CBN News recently

to talk about her new book, "Essential
Israel."
Most Americans have formed their

views about Israel and the tumultuous
Middle East based on what they see or

read in the mainstream
media, she says, which
provides a limited per-
spective at best and a
completely skewed per-
spective at worst.
Fish, associate director

of the Schusterman Center for Israel

Studies at Brandeis University, recently
explained why it's so important for
Americans to understand Israel's im-
portance in the region and the world.
"America is deeply invested in the re-

gion of the Middle East and within that
region we know that Israel is a very se-
rious and important ally and friend to
the United States," Fish told CBN News.
"It is really important for Americans to
understand that Israel is really the only
democracy in the region at this time."
One place where this positive per-

spective of Israel is almost never heard is on American college campuses. There, anti-Israel and anti-Jewish sen-
timents are on the rise.
"What we find on the campus cli-

mate particularly is the hard left and the
hard right are deeply entrenched in
their positions and it's the vast majority
in the middle, that 80 percent, who re-
ally need the educational and founda-
tional knowledge about Israel," Fish
explained.
Fish, along with her colleagues at the

Schusterman Center, are helping edu-
cate that 80 percent by creating "Essen-
tial Israel," a compilation of essays that
explore modern-day Zionism, Jewry,
and the Israeli-Arab conflict.
"We worked with a group of experts

who are Israel Studies faculty members
and a handful of practitioners in all dif-
ferent types of communities in order to
develop materials that are accessible
and digestible to audiences beyond the
academy," she said.
Fish believes if Americans want to

continue seeing a strong relationship
between Israel and the U.S., it's time for
individuals to step up to the plate.
"America has a vested interest in

what happens in that region for security
purposes, in terms of international re-
lations, and oil production. All of these
components matter to the world stage
and so Americans must take initiative
and absolutely be engaged in this con-
versation," said Fish.
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North Korea: Where getting caught with a Bible means a death sentence
WASHINGTON — North Korea is

widely known as the most oppressive
place on earth for Christians. It's a place
where believers practice their faith in se-
cret. North Koreans cannot even own a
Bible or speak the name of Jesus in pub-
lic.
Possessing a Bible could get you 15

years of hard labor in a prison camp, or
worse.
Vernon Brewer, President of World

Help, knows that well. He spends his
days smuggling Bibles into the hermit
kingdom.

Why They Risk Death to 
Own a Bible
"If they get caught with a Bible, it's a

death sentence. Yet they are willing to
risk their lives every day to get God's
word into the hands of a North Korea
Christian, that has never even held a
Bible. Let alone owned one. That's how
precious it is to them. It is really good
news," Brewer said. 
Brewer believes of the some 300,000

Christians there, about 70,000 wither
away in brutal prison camps because
they were caught practicing their faith. 
Brewer and his team just returned

from the DMZ, where they worked to
share the word of God by smuggling
Bibles across the border.

"Much of the work we do to share
the gospel, it's very secret. But I can tell
you this: we are distributing Bibles be-
cause that is the greatest need. We have
a goal to distribute 100-thousand Bibles
as soon as possible," Brewer told CBN
News.

Smuggled Bibles 
change lives
They're also smuggling computers

that include a Bible college curriculum
for training church planters and future
pastors.
"I was in the North Korea military in

Pyongyang and worked in communica-
tions monitoring radio stations. I first
heard about God on the radio," says
Paul, a 26-year-old defector.
Paul says he discovered there was a

God, who had a son, Jesus, who died for

his sins. Coincidentally, his family had
planned to leave North Korea during
that time. So he left with his father,
mother, sister, and brother.
They fled to the mountains of China,

where they were cold, desperate and
hungry.
Eventually other defectors took them

to an underground church and for three
months, he learned more about Jesus.
Paul says, "Because I was in the mili-

tary, I knew if I was caught I would be
killed. Police did catch us in Laos while
trying to make it to Thailand and then
to South Korea. We were put in prison
for processing, but by God's grace we
were all sent to South Korea."
Others have not been as fortunate.
Another man, who had to get out

after accidentally revealing to friends
that he believed Jesus was his Savior. 
He tried and failed many times.

The man said, "I was beaten, tortured
to the point of death, splashed with
freezing water. My hands and feet were
fitted with a lock because I was known
as the man who escaped."

North Koreans question
their leader
The defectors say change is taking

place because people are starving and
questioning their survival in North
Korea. They say some also question the
actions of their leader, but do so quietly.
One defector said, "People are very

unsatisfied with Kim Jong Un. They
have nothing. I pray for the people of
North Korea."
Many still have family members

across the border suffering under the
Kim regime.

God's Plan for North Korea
Brewer said, "This is all on God's

agenda. This is all part of God's plan and
this is on God's time, to see North Korea
come to Jesus Christ." 
Which is why Brewer and his team

remain committed and will continue to
pray for change in North Korea.

By Erik Rosales

‘Essential Israel’ Professor aims to educate America on the truth about the Jewish State

FISH

Jerusalem has snow
and a new light rail



What’s Christmas without the birth of
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ? He is the
true meaning behind the reason we celebrate
this special occasion. Now you can read the
biblical account yourself. 

The Birth of Jesus Foretold
In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s preg-

nancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to
Nazareth, a village in Galilee, to a virgin
named Mary. She was engaged to be mar-
ried to a man named Joseph, a descendant
of King David. Gabriel appeared to her and
said, “Greetings, favored woman! The Lord
is with you!”
Confused and disturbed, Mary tried to

think what the angel could mean. Don’t be
frightened, Mary,” the angel told her, “for
God has decided to bless you! You will be-
come pregnant and have a son, and you are
to name him Jesus. He will be very great
and will be called the Son of the Most High.
And the Lord God will give him the throne
of his ancestor David. And he will reign
over Israel forever; his Kingdom will never
end!”
Mary asked the angel, “But how can I

have a baby? I am a virgin.”
The angel replied, “The Holy Spirit will

come upon you, and the power of the Most
High will overshadow you. So the baby
born to you will be holy, and he will be
called the Son of God. What’s more, your
relative Elizabeth has become pregnant in
her old age! People used to say she was bar-
ren, but she’s already in her sixth month.
For nothing is impossible with God.”
Mary responded, “I am the Lord’s ser-

vant, and I am willing to accept whatever
he wants. May everything you have said
come true.” And then the angel left.

Mary Visits Elizabeth
A few days later Mary hurried to the hill

country of Judea, to the town where
Zechariah lived. She entered the house and
greeted Elizabeth. At the sound of Mary’s
greeting, Elizabeth’s child leaped within her,
filling with the Holy Spirit.
Elizabeth gave a glad cry and exclaimed

to Mary, “You are blessed by God above all
other women, and your child is blessed.

What an honor this is, that the mother of
my Lord should visit me! When you came
in and greeted me, my baby jumped for joy
the instant I heard your voice! You are
blessed, because you believed that the Lord
would do what he said.”

The Magnificat: Mary’s Song
of Praise
Mary responded, “Oh, how I praise the

Lord. �How I rejoice in God my Savior!�For
he took notice of his lowly servant girl,
�And now generation after generation�will
call me blessed.�For he, the Mighty One, is
holy, and he has done great things for me.
�His mercy goes on from generation to
generation, To all who fear him.�His
mighty arm does tremendous things!
�How he scatters the proud and haughty
ones! �He has taken princes from their
thrones�and exalted the lowly.�He has sat-
isfied the hungry with good things�and sent
the rich away with empty hands.�And how
he has helped his servant Israel! �He has not
forgotten his promise to be merciful.�For
he promised our ancestors — Abraham
and his children —�to be merciful to them
forever.”
Mary stayed with Elizabeth about three

months and then went back to her own
home.

The Birth of Jesus
At that time the Roman emperor, Au-

gustus, decreed that a census should be

taken throughout the Roman Empire.
(This was the first census taken when
Quirinius was governor of Syria.) All re-
turned to their own towns to register for
this census. And because Joseph was a de-
scendant of King David, he had to go to
Bethlehem in Judea, David’s ancient home.
He traveled there from the village of
Nazareth in Galilee. He took with him
Mary, his fiance, who was obviously preg-
nant by this time.
And while they were there, the time

came for her baby to be born. She gave
birth to her first child, a son. She wrapped
him snugly in strips of cloth and laid him
in a manger, because there was no room
for them in the village inn.

The Shepherds and Angels
  That night some shepherds were in the

fields outside the village, guarding their
flocks of sheep. Suddenly, an angel of the
Lord appeared among them, and the radi-
ance of the Lord’s glory surrounded them.
They were terribly frightened, but the angel
reassured them. “Don’t be afraid!” he said.
“I bring you good news of great joy for
everyone! The Savior — yes, the Messiah,
the Lord — has been born tonight in Beth-
lehem, the city of David! And this is how
you will recognize him: You will find a baby
lying in a manger, wrapped snugly in strips
of cloth!”
Suddenly, the angel was joined by a vast

host of others praising God:

“Glory to God in the highest
heaven,�And peace on earth to all whom
God favors.”
When the angels had returned to

heaven, the shepherds said to each other,
“Come on, let’s go to Bethlehem!” Let’s see
this wonderful thing that has happened,
which the Lord has told us about.”
  They ran to the village and found

Mary and Joseph. And there was the baby,
lying in the manger. Then the shepherds
told everyone what had happened and
what the angel had said to them about this
child.
All who heard the shepherds’ story were

astonished, but Mary quietly treasured
these things in her heart and thought about
them often. The shepherds went back to
their fields and flocks, glorifying and prais-
ing God for what the angels had told them,
and because they had seen the child, just as
the angel had said.

Jesus is Presented in the Temple
  Eight days later, when the baby was cir-

cumcised, he was named Jesus, the name
given him by the angel even before he was
conceived.
Then it was time for the purification of-

fering, as required by the law of Moses after
the birth of a child; so his parents took him
to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord.
The law of the Lord says, “If a woman’s first
child is a boy, he must be dedicated to the
Lord.” So they offered a sacrifice according
to what was required in the law of the Lord.
When Jesus’ parents had fulfilled all the

requirements of the law of the Lord, they
returned home to Nazareth in Galilee.
There the child grew up healthy and strong.
He was filled with wisdom beyond his
years, and God placed his special favor
upon him.
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it rose and have come to worship him”
(Matthew 2:2).  Unknown to them,
Herod already held the title, King of
the Jews, so all Israel became troubled
by their questioning.  Herod immedi-
ately became protective of his position,
and determined to strike down his
rival, employing a gruesome tactic.  He
knew baby Jesus could be no more
than 2 years old, and learned from the
wise men, He was from the area of
Bethlehem.  Therefore, he mobilized
his soldiers to kill any child under 2 liv-
ing there.  Jesus was spared, when
Joseph and Mary took Him and fled
toward Egypt for protection. 

History’s first Christmas was filled
with darkness and despair, but also
tremendous hope.  
Jesus was born a few miles from

Herod’s palace.  It was intentional.
God sent His Son to be born in the
presence of evil’s most
notorious figure, King
Herod, and boldly an-
nounced His coming.
Right on evil’s doorstep
God came and firmly
planted a flag of victory
in the form of an empty cross, that His
Son one day would die on.    
Repeatedly, Herod and other emis-

saries of evil have tried to vanquish
what is good; time after time they have
always failed.  In this spiritual battle be-

tween good and evil light bursts
through the darkness, love smothers
hate and forgiveness cuts down the legs
of bitterness. 
No matter the news headlines or po-

litical spins this Christmas, there is
hope waiting for you in
Jesus’ manger.  That
hope can become yours
when you decide to
turn your back on the
wrong things you have
done, and when you are

ready to give up trying to be a good
person in your own power.  Call upon
Jesus.  Ask Him to make you good, by
making you a new person and giving
you a new heart.  Then in Him, you
will find a new beginning.

CLINT DECKER
continued from page 1

Always remember the true reason for the season

––Taken from The Book of Luke, 
chapters 1:26-2:40.



Would we shop, and pay any price for
gifts we knew half would face rejection?
Of course not! But Someone else did.
The unfolding of God’s perfect plan

lay before Him: His Son, Jesus, the
Christ in a manager, His mother and
earthly father watching, the angels
singing, and shepherds worshiping; A
culmination of four hundred years in
the planning.  
But in the beginning, “God said, “Let

Us make man in Our image, according
to our likeness – male and female He
created them, and saw it was good”
(Genesis 1:26, NKJV). But those in the
flawless garden sinned, and were ban-
ished.
God never intended His gift of free

will for abusive gain, or rebellion. After
centuries of sinning from His people,
God’s voice grew silent for the next four
hundred years. 

During the silence, the Pharisees,
Sadducees, synagogues, Roman Empire
and governors, plus the family of Herod,
were guided into place. 
In His mercy, He’d prepared the stage

for the next chapter for His dearly loved
people.
“Are you ready, My Son?”
“Yes, Father.”
And the overture of grace began.

Now, the night of fulfillment, spun be-
fore Heaven. God’s greatest gift to
mankind humbly slept where the live-
stock lived: “She laid Him in a manger,
because there was no room for them in
the inn” (Luke 2:7, NKJV).
But the staging had another scene,

thirty years later: the gift of righteous,
redemption.
The Son of God, the Jewel of Heaven,

no longer worshiped by shepherds, now
beaten, rejected, and condemned for sin:
The Savior hung on a criminal’s cross;
An unfathomable price opened the

door to God’s forgiving arms: “This is
how much God loved the world: He
gave His Son, His one, and only Son. So
that no one would be destroyed. By be-
lieving in Him one can have a whole
and lasting life” (John 3:16, The Mes-
sage).

“It’s over,” He cried.
And the Father asked, “Spirit, are You

ready?”
“Yes, Lord.”
When Christ retuned to Heaven, the

gift of the Holy Spirit, the mouthpiece
of our Lord, entered the hearts of believ-
ers, to live there forever until Eternity
becomes our home: “The Father will
give you another Helper, that He may
abide with you forever” (John 14:16).
Our one-dimensional gift buying

looks poultry compared to God’s mag-
nificent, multilayered, strategic, concise
plan. Our gifts are for one season. God’s
gifts aren’t finished!
The bells should toll; the choirs

should rejoice in song, our hearts
should swell. 
To think what God brought forth

during those four-hundred years of si-
lence, try to IMAGINE what He’s un-
dertaking for us in these past
two-thousand years, for the FINAL
GIFT celebration of Christ returning to
rule forever! 
“And they will see the Son of Man

coming on the clouds of heaven with
power and great glory” (Matthew
24:30). And, “I saw a new heaven and a
new earth, for the first two had passed
away” (Revelation 21:1).
Hallelujah! Are you ready? If not, get

on board. Praise God, there’s time. He’s
waiting to place your name on a pack-
age. 
“Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I

have called you by your name” (Isaiah
43:1). 
Merry Christmas.

If someone described how you cele-
brate Christmas, what would they say?
Every year about this time, I ask myself
this question. If I’m fortunate, most will
say, “She celebrates a Christian Christ-
mas.” 
How has this happened? Well, it has

been intentional—thanks to a Thursday
morning tea at Brenda Poinsett’s home.
After serving hot cider stirred with a

cinnamon stick, Brenda posed the ques-
tion, “How is Christmas in your home
different from any other house on your
block?”
Then she announced that if a Chris-

tian Christmas is going to be celebrated,
someone must plan it. In those years,
one could find very limited Christian
Christmas décor—now there is a
plethora. Still, the activities of celebrat-

ing together have me remembering this
generation.
What guidelines has my family fol-

lowed to celebrate a Christian Christ-
mas at home?

n The nativity scene takes center
stage. Our first was from a nursing
home craft shop. It was what we could
afford. Today, you will find one in every
room.

n The activity of ‘unwrapping the
manger scene’ is a favorite. As someone
reads the story from Luke 2, each person
unwraps his piece and places it. We
never change the placement---one year
all pieces circled the baby Jesus—beau-
tiful.

n The tree must tell The Message.
What used to be one large tree has be-
come a narrow Adirondack tree in every
room—one a mission tree, one a Scrip-
ture tree (where each family member

wrote their five favorite verses on deco-
rations,) one a chrismons tree, one an
angel tree—all with Christian themes.

n Intentional conversations—pray-

ing for those from whom Christmas
greetings are received. Sharing how dec-
orations everywhere are telling His
story—lights represent the star, the very

first decoration; wreaths announce the
never-ending love of our Lord.

n Long shopping lines are meant for
praying—for those in line and the one
the gift is for.

n The kitchen calendar advertises
important church celebrations—chil-
dren’s program, Christmas Eve service.

n Lighting the advent wreath—four
candles, a circle of greenery, plus the
white Christ candle in the center. No
one told me this has to be reserved for
church.

It’s time to start thinking—“How will
Christmas in my home be different
from other houses on my block?” Even
though Brenda Poinsett has long ago
moved from Kansas City, don’t you
think I should say ‘thank you’ for that
cinnamon tea and her wonderful cele-
brate a Christian Christmas ideas?
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Our thoughts are rapidly turning towards Christmas. For the last 7 years, our church family has sought to bring
the blessing of the Christmas story to life by recreating a Living Nativity. Our Living Nativity drive through proclaimed
prophecy of the Messiah’s birth, gave living visuals of many New Testament scenes, included live animals and the
Jerusalem market, but the focal point was always the birth of Jesus, the Savior of the world, and why each person
needs a personal relationship with Him. 

While the Living Nativity was hard work, and sometimes in undesirable weather, our church family considered it
a privilege to offer a quality visual of the real meaning of Christmas to our community, and really the Kansas City 
metropolitan area at large. Over the 7 years of this ministry we estimate that over 10,000 people experienced 
Christmas in a unique way, both seeing and hearing the gospel. Our prayer has been that families and friends would
talk about Jesus and each one’s need for a relationship with him in the car on the way home. 

Through circumstances, the Lord has made it apparent that the Living Nativity phase of our Christmas ministry
has come to an end, at least for now. We thank everyone who sacrificed to make this a tremendously successful 
ministry. We especially thank the many people who were willing to patiently wait in line to drive through the 
dramatization of the first Christmas experience. The exciting thing for all of us to remember is that we can have a
real, personal, living experience with the resurrected Christ every day of our lives. 

If you are interested in discovering more about why Jesus, God in the flesh, would come to earth as a baby, or
would like to talk with someone about other ministries our church offers, call me, Pastor Jerry, at 816 529-9203.

God’s best for you this 2017 Christmas season. 
From our Lone Jack Baptist Family 

Living 
Nativity 
News

Memories of celebrating a Christian Christmas
By Zeta Combs Davidson                                                                                 

By Sharon L. Reidenbach                                                                              

THE FATHER OF GIFTS



Dear Chuck,
There seems to be an unending

amount of "crazy" in the world. How
can I keep my money, time and heart
peaceful during the holidays?
Thanks,
Holiday Jitters

Dear Holiday Jitters,
My pastor describes this as the time

of year when "... we all experience the fa-
miliar unnerving sense that we're ap-
proaching the brink – something akin
to the clack-clack-clack-clack ascent of
the rollercoaster when couples instinc-
tively grasp each other's hands and ex-
change nervous looks that
communicate, 'Here we go!' We just
hang on and hold our collective breath
because we're in for quite a ride!
"The next season will almost certainly

be a jostling, frenzied blur of parties and
baking and travel and pumpkin
spice...and obscene amounts of food
until (as the last strains of Auld Lang
Syne fade), we all coast back into the sta-
tion and exhale – sometime about mid-
January."
So, like you asked, we all need to con-

sider ... how do we, in fact, experience
peace during the upcoming Christmas
season? 
Can we find peace in being still, rel-

ishing the precious moments of the sea-
son, in quiet anticipation of each day?
Yes, we can.
Christmas is a time to pause, ponder,

and praise the gift of our Lord and Sav-

ior, Jesus Christ. 
Rather than succumbing to the un-

wanted burden of financial and social
obligations, we must intentionally seek
stillness to hear the voice of God and
find strength to sacri-
ficially serve and share
His love with others.
Much of our loss of
peace comes with the
financial pressures we
feel when the empha-
sis of the season is on
buying gifts.
Overspending is the

opposite of how
Christians should cel-
ebrate. It creates stress
and robs us of the abil-
ity to save and give
generously to our
churches and those in
need. 
Likewise, time,

must be stewarded as
carefully as money.
The older I get, the
faster it seems to fly.
Don't squander it on
worthless endeavors –
but seek ways to grow
in faith, reduce dis-
tractions, and serve others.
This requires intentional planning.

Just as Jesus had to get away from the
crowds, so must we, to renew the heart,
mind, and body. 
He tells us to come to Him when

weary and heavy laden, and He will give
us rest. (Matthew 11:28)
We're to "Cast all your anxiety on

Him because He cares for you." (1 Peter
5:7) He, who silenced the storm and

hushed the sea is more
than capable of calming
our anxious hearts. We
can be still, and know that
He is God. (Psalm 46:10)
For He satisfies the long-
ing soul, and the hungry
soul He fills with good
things. (Psalm 107:9)
With complete de-

pendence upon our
mighty God, we can say
"No" to the demands of
the world and joyfully
celebrate the birth of Him
who fills us with His
peace. 
Let's honor Christ this

Christmas season with
sincere and humble
hearts and experience the
peace that He gives.

Budget
n Don't overspend.

There's often beauty in
simplicity. Scale back and

emphasize meaningful gifts vs. expen-
sive gifts.

n Search thrift shops for ornaments
and decor. Cut your own holly, magno-
lia or pine branches. Stud oranges or ap-
ples with cloves.

n Seek experiences that don't cost
much by attending concerts, parades,
seeing Christmas lights, playing board
games, working puzzles, telling stories
and reading Christmas books. Experi-
ence God's handiwork walking, hiking,
playing with the children outside,
watching the sunrise or observing the
stars at night.

n Bake Christmas cookies. Drink hot
chocolate or coffee with candy canes.

n Sing Christmas carols and open
your home to the lonely.

n Be creative and focused. Make
cards by hand. 
Use your talents to draw, build, carve,

write, photograph, record, paint or sew
something that your loved one will re-
member because of your labor of love.

Be Brave
n Say "No" to activities that aren't

necessary or conducive to the good of
your family.

n Don't compare — it causes pride,
envy or despair.

n Unplug! Turn off the phones, TVs
and laptops.

n Sleep in and don't feel bad about
it! Have fun! Laugh and create happy
memories.

n Make a gift theme for the season at
your home such as food, photos, hand-
made, retro, etc. Challenge everyone to
be creative and frugal.

Be Disciplined
n Plan and keep a calendar of what

you want to do.
n Prepare daily advent readings, sing

carols every day, phone and write letters
to loved ones.

n Cook, shop and wrap ahead. Pre-
pare a few extra gifts — just in case.

n Give out of your abundance: dec-
orations, clothes, time, talents, and
money.

n Fill your home with relaxing
sounds and smells that bring peace.
Start a family journal to record your
blessings. Gratitude brings content-
ment.
Pick the music that brings your focus

back to Christ and His peace. My wife
finds peace and joy in the words from
the Sovereign Grace song, He Who is
Mighty:
"Now my soul magnifies the Lord, I

rejoice in the God Who saves, I will trust
His unfailing love, I will sing His praises
all my days." 
Thank you for the honest question. I

hope these tips help you escape the
madness of the season and truly enjoy
your celebration this Christmas. 
And if you're looking for a practical

tool to help you stay focused on Christ
this Christmas and in the year ahead, I'd
encourage you to enroll in Crown's on-
line MoneyLife Personal Finance Study.
The 7 week course is focused on being
faithful stewards of all we have, no mat-
ter how much or how little. You can
learn more here! 

Chuck Bentley is CEO of Crown Fi-
nancial Ministries, the largest Christian
financial ministry in the world, founded
by the late Larry Burkett. 
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“The next season
will almost 
certainly be a
jostling, frenzied
blur of parties
and baking and
travel and 

pumpkin spice
...and obscene
amounts of food
until (as the last
strains of Auld
Lang Syne fade),
we all coast back
into the station
and exhale –
sometime about
mid-January.”

A N D  L O R D ’ S  S U P P E R

J O I N  

R E D  B R I DG E
BA P T I S T  C H U RCH

Sunday, December 24, 9 p.m.

4901 E. Red Bridge Rd. • Kansas City, MO 
816-761-1194

www.redbridgebaptist.org

Financial questions weigh on minds of many people



To celebrate Christmas in America,
we cut down pine trees and firs, deco-
rate our homes with colorful lights and
red ribbons, and exchange carefully
wrapped gifts among friends and fam-
ily. Although Christmas is a trademark
holiday for Americans, countries all
around the world celebrate Christmas
and have traditions of their own. From
roller skating to church to oscillating
back and forth on a swing set, people all
around the world have embraced the
spirit of Christmas and made traditions
and customs of their own. Read on to
discover some unique holiday customs
practiced around the globe.

China

Though a Communist and an offi-
cially atheist state, Christmas is a widely
celebrated holiday in China (though not
an official one). While most Westerners
at least recognize Christmas as a reli-
gious holiday, the Chinese instead prefer

to treat Christmas more of an informal
holiday that is often associated with ro-
mance. For this reason, young couples
may go out for a night of ice skating or
watching a movie to celebrate the joyous
occasion.
The Chinese exchange cellophane-

wrapped apples. Because the words
“Christmas Eve” (píng’�n yè) and “ap-
ples” (pínggu) are relatively similar,
many Chinese give each other cello-
phane-wrapped, colored apples with in-
scriptions like, “Merry X-Mass” written
across them.
Santa Claus are often seen playing the

saxophone. For reasons widely un-
known, Santa Claus in China is often
seen portrayed jamming on the saxo-
phone. Some believe it is because
Christmas is associated with Western
culture and the saxophone is of western
origin; thus, Santa Claus plays the sax in
China. Others believe that it has to do
with the fact that Bill Clinton played
“Heartbreak Hotel” on the tenor sax on
“The Arsenio Hall Show” shortly after
Deng Xiaoping opened some southern
cities in China to the world in 1992. To
date, there is not yet a clear consensus
on the origin/reason of this portrayal of
Santa Claus.

Japan
You know sometimes, with the

Japanese you can never tell what’s com-
ing and neither can you begin to have
logical explanations about why they do

the things they do. Every Christmas, the
Japanese have a longstanding tradition
of heading to their neighborhood KFC
and pigging out on buckets of fried
chicken. What started as a brilliant mar-
keting campaign by the American fran-
chise turned out to be a yearly ritual
passed down from generation to gener-
ation. KFC sells over 240,000 barrels of
chicken on Christmas day

Egypt

According to Egypt’s Census data, 5.3
percent of Egypt’s population is Coptic
Christian. This people group is the
largest supporter of Christmas in Egypt.

However, much like China, the holiday
is becoming increasingly commercial-
ized.
Christmas is celebrated on January 7

in the Coptic faith. As done in America,
on Christmas Eve Christians go to
church for a special service. For Christ-
mas Day, Egyptians gather for a night of
feasting with family and friends.
Coptic Christians observe 43 days of

fasting. During the 43 days before
Christmas (Advent), Coptic Christians
abstain from eating meat, poultry, dairy
and other animal products. Increasingly
though, people are opting only to fast
the last week of Advent.

Iraq
According to the CIA Factbook,

Christians constitute 3 percent of the
Iraqi population; with 97 percent of
Iraqis belong to the Muslim faith. Nev-
ertheless, Gulf News states that even
since the American-led invasion of Iraq
in 2003, Iraq declared Christmas an of-
ficial holiday in 2008.
On Christmas Eve, Iraqis burn

wreaths of dried thorns. It is tradition
on Christmas Eve for the children of the
family to read the Christmas story from
Arabic Bibles while family members
light candles and listen. A f t e r -
ward, dried thorns are burned and if the
pile disintegrates into all ash, then it is
deemed an indicator of good fortune.
The family members then proceed to
hop over the ash and make wish as they

do so.
During Christmas Day service, mem-

bers engage in the “touch of peace.” The
process of the touch of peace is done
during the church service and is initi-
ated by the bishop. By placing one hand
on a member, the member is then sup-
posed to bless another member by
touching him/her and the process is
continued until everyone has been
physically blessed.

Spain
With 94 percent of Spain’s popula-

tion claiming to be Catholic, according
to the CIA Factbook, Christmas is a
widely celebrated and religious holiday
in Spain. The joyous occasion is often
celebrated with dance, music, and tra-
dition inspired by biblical events and
Catholic culture.
Spaniards partake in fire leaping. In

honor of the winter solstice, men and
women are often seen jumping over
bonfires, or “hogueras” in Spanish, in a
symbolic effort to ward of illness. This
custom is mostly observed in the cities
of Granada and Jaen.
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See TRADITIONS page 10

Many different traditions celebrated around the world
By Cresonia Hsieh                                                                          
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Plenty of ways to celebrate Christmas without breaking the bank

Christmas changed - a lot - when my
husband and I had children. The first
few years, we wanted to make sure our
daughter (now almost 8) had the very
best of everything. 
Thankfully, now that she’s old

enough to understand we can start im-
parting the importance of charity and
giving back. 
We want to be careful with teaching

our children the reasons we celebrate
Christmas and how our church cele-
brates the message of Christmas all year
– not just December 25. We want to
make sure our daughter and our son
understand that Christmas is not just
about the presents under the tree. It’s a
time to celebrate family and a way for us
to share our many blessings with those
less fortunate. 
Last years we started a new tradition

- 24 days of Christmas. We scheduled a
daily holiday-themed activity. They
ranged from craft projects and special
dinners to helping others. 
One of my favorite activities last year,

was “pay it forward,” I bought a $5 gift
card to McDonalds and told my daugh-
ter she had to give it to a member of her
cheerleading team she’d never spoken
to. We put it in a Christmas card, and we
made a new friend. 
Another activity I personally enjoyed

was in conjuction with my work. We
purchased duffel bags and filled them
with necessities for children in need.
Every department in my company filled

a duffel bag, and many families (my
own included) filled bags on their own.
I let my daughter pick out the items that
would go in the bag from our family
and took the chance to explain to her
how many children - maybe even some
in her own school - don’t have the

money for things like shampoo and
toothpaste. 
We conclued the 24 days with Christ-

mas memories, in which we each wrote
our favorite memory of  the season and
put them in a box to look at for years to
come. I’m excited to open the box this

year and see what stood out to us last
year. 
We’re continuing our new tradition

this year. Some of the activities will be
the same, but I’ve found a few new ones. 
They’re all fairly simple and either

free or inexpensive. But the most im-
portant part is it requires us to turn the
television and the elctronic devices off
and just be in the moment -together.

Here are a few activities
on our list:

Popcorn Garland– Make garland for
one of the trees out of popcorn. This
was an activity I remember doing with
my mom and something I think my
daughter will love doing as she sneaks a
few kernels here and there.

Christmas Crafts – We have a few
days of various Christmas crafts. Every-
thing from ornaments to homemade
gifts and our own wrapping paper. 

Random Act of Kindness – My
daughter will get to do something nice
for someone she doesn’t know. We’ll lay
out the parameters for her while teach-
ing her again that we should always seek
to do for others. I’m eagar to see if she
makes another new friend.

Christmas Karaoke – My husband
and I love Christmas music and will lis-
ten to it in our cars for weeks. So a night
of singing Christmas songs is right up
our alley.

Red and Green Dinner– Our supper
this night will be all red and green foods
– on our red dishes. 

Scavenger Hunt – Our kids will have
a list of Christmas-oriented items to
find. 

Christmas Volleyball - We’re going
to get red and green balloons and just
spend an evening batting them around
the house.

“Snowball” fight – By snowball, I
mean marshmallows. My kids love
marshmallows so this should prove to
be fun. 

Gingerbread House – We’ll get a kit
to make our traditional gingerbread
house. This year, our kit is a mini village,
and comes with four separate buildings. 
Hot Cocoa for Breakfast – Our

daughter loves hot chocolate and will be
over the moon at the prospect of having
it for breakfast.

Bobbing for candy canes - we’ll use
candy canes to hook and pick up other
candy canes, without using our hands. 

Cookies – Baking is an important
part of Christmas, and we always have
fun making cookies

Christmas Memories – Each of our
Christmas activities will be in a box that
on Christmas Eve we will fill with our
new memories. Each of us will write our
favorite memory from the holiday sea-
son so we can revisit them in years to
come as we add more each year.
Christmas in the park and  a game

night are definite musts. Our daughter
loves going to Christmas in the park,
and I cannot wait until my son is old
enough to appreciate it. 
Merry Christmas from our family to

yours. 

Crafts - such as Santa faces made with your hands - help bring the family to-
gether and provide a lasting memory of the holidays. 

By Stephanie Boothe                                                                          



People swing to complement Christ-
mastime music. During the Christmas
season, swings fill up the town square so
that young children can swing to the
beat of the music. The tradition dates
back to ancient myth that swinging
higher would encourage the sun to
“swing” higher and higher in the sky
too.

Venezuela
Christmas in Venezuela is similar to

Christmas in America, in that Venezue-
lans also have Christmas trees, Santa

Claus (or in their case, a Papá Noel), and
gifts to be exchanged. However, unlike
Christmas in America, the holiday in
Venezuela possess many quirks of its
own.
Venezuelans roller-skate or skate-

board to church.
In Caracas, it is common in the days

leading up to Christmas to attend Early
Morning Mass (“Misa de Aguinaldo”).
However in the country’s capital, rather
than driving or walking to church,
Venezuelans often roller-skate to
church. In order to perpetuate this tra-
dition, the Venezuelan government
closes down many roads on Sunday just
so people can roller-skate to church.
Venezuelan children tie a piece of

string around their big toe the night be-
fore Sunday service. 
Although the origins of this tradition

are largely unknown, the custom is that
on the night before mass leading to
Christmas, Venezuelan children tie a
long piece of string to their toe and then
leave the other end out the window. 
If a roller skater on his way to church

sees the string hanging out the window,
it is his job to pull the dangling string.
Whatever your family’s unique tradi-

tions are, enjoy making Christmas your
own … roller skates optional!

The Bible provides a very clear ac-
count of the birth of our Lord in
human form. Interesting physical ev-
idence also supports the validity of
this birth that changed the world.
However, few connect coins to this
event.  Archaeology unearthed a coin
minted in 6 AD with an imprint that
records an astronomical event very
much like the one the Bible tells.  
The data begin with researchers

and astronomers who frequently con-
firm that some astrological event did
occur in the sky at the time Jesus was
born. Dr. Michael Molnar, an as-
tronomer and a physicist, has written
a well-researched book, “The Star of
Bethlehem: The Legacy of the Magi”.
Molnar supports a well-researched
theory that the Star of Bethlehem was
an alignment of Jupiter along with
other planets to produce a brighter,
more noticeable occurrence. Astron-
omy models indicate that such an
alignment of Jupiter occurred in what
we now call the year 6 BC. Most schol-
ars believe that Jesus was born within
two years of the death of King Herod
the Great, which most historians now
set at 4 BC. 
One needs to keep in mind that as-

trology was a major religion through-
out the world at that time. Kings,
princes and merchants planned their
lives around astrology. Some believed
that the special star occurrence was a
comet, which was considered a bad
omen in those days. Jupiter, on the
other hand, was considered a regal
planet or star and was a sign for roy-
alty. Further, Jupiter appeared within
the constellation Aries, which at the
time was considered the symbol of
Judea.
The research of Dr. Molnar docu-

ments how Jupiter would be visible
only during daylight hours, which
would explain why Herod did not
know of the existence of the star. Ac-
cording to research by coin expert Dr.
Cartwright,  other planets would have
aligned with Jupiter to create a
brighter image in the sky. Also com-
pelling is the creation of astronomy
models indicating that this special star
was visible from Syria, but it would
not have been visible from Jerusalem
because of how it appeared low on the
horizon. The Magi would have been
experts in astrology at the time. They
focused on tracking all heavenly bod-
ies and would not have missed this
unusual appearance. Molnar’s re-
search agrees with the 6 BC dating,

which would keep the birth of our
Lord within the window of time in
which the alignment would have oc-
curred.
Another historical piece to this

often-debated subject involves a coin.
A Roman coin was minted in Antioch
Syria in 6 AD. This primitive stamped
coin depicted the ram of Aries looking
over his shoulder at a star.  At the time
of this minting, Antioch had a large
Jewish population, many of whom
would later convert to Christianity.
Because this coin first appeared in year
six, it provides significant evidence to
the disputed star appearance sur-
rounding the birth of Jesus.  Addition-
ally, archaeology documents that
more coins were minted after the year
30. The theory behind this minting, a
theory I agree with, is that Antioch be-
lievers struck these coins to commem-
orate the birth, crucifixion, and
resurrection of our Lord.
At the time of the birth of Jesus, ce-

lestial events in the sky garnered ex-
ceptional attention. As Christians who
study these events from a biblical per-
spective, we believe that the star was a
literal marker for the Magi to follow
that enabled them to find the birth-
place of Jesus. The coin provides phys-
ical evidence that a major event
occurred in the heavens, significant
enough to be documented on a coin
issued after the birth of our Lord and
before his ministry began on earth.
This demonstrates the magnitude of
the event. The coin depicts a star, but
not just any star.  According to astro-
nomical research, it is a star that ap-
peared at the correct time and place to
be the Star of Bethlehem.
It makes sense that new believers in

Christ after the crucifixion would have
been aware of the earlier coins and
understood their significance. They
would have wanted to create addi-
tional coins to commemorate how the
heavens acknowledged our Lord’s ar-
rival.
It has amazed many over the years

how archaeology has consistently val-
idated the accounts in scripture. This
coin is another piece of physical evi-
dence that verifies the Biblical account
of the birth of Christ and the star that
accompanied this turning point in
history. 
As you celebrate Christmas this

year, take time to ponder the value of
a coin that pointed to a star that led
the Magi to find Jesus.  It is reason to
sing with David, “the heavens declare
the glory of God!” (Psalm 19:1, NIV)
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The Christmas coins
Photo courtesy T.B Cartwright collection.

By Steve Marr

TRADITIONS
continued from page 8

Wherever Americans stand on Christmas debates about
Starbucks cups and billboards encouraging people to skip
church, it would be hard to disagree that Christmas is still a
big part of many people’s lives this time of year.
Just in time for the season, here are two facts about Christ-

mas in America and how people celebrate:
1. About nine-in-ten Americans (92%) and nearly all

Christians (96%) say they celebrate Christmas, according to
a Pew Research Center survey. This is no surprise, but what
might be more unexpected is that a big majority (81%) of
non-Christians in the U.S. also celebrate Christmas. This in-
cludes 87% of people with no religion and even about three-

quarters of Asian-American Buddhists (76%) and Hindus
(73%). Roughly a third of U.S. Jews (32%) – many of whom

See POLL page 11

Poll reveals power of Christmas



Christmas can be a very stressful
time. It is a frenzied season full of expec-
tations and obligations. Decorations
need to be put up, baking has to be
done, presents have to be purchased and
relatives must be visited. It is quite pos-
sible that in a season where you should
experience peace and joy you may miss
out on all of it. Here are ten steps you
can take to manage your stress this
Christmas season.

1. Establish your priorities
This is the time when we celebrate the

birth of the Savior of the world. What-
ever else may beckon for your attention
the most important thing is the spiri-
tual. Luke 2:10-11 tells us, "But the angel
said, 'Don't be afraid! I have good news
for you, which will make everyone
happy. This very day in King David's
hometown a Savior was born for you.
He is Christ the Lord.'" 
Because of Jesus our imperfection

can be replaced with Christ's perfection,
we can be forgiven and begin a relation-
ship with God. We can know inner
peace, joy greater than mere happiness
and learn to love others as Christ loves
us.
We can have hope knowing God has

a purpose and plan for our lives. All of
this is because Jesus was born.

2. Have realistic 
expectations
We all want the season to be filled

with happiness but the reality is it may
not be possible. There are factors be-
yond our control that can negatively
impact any Christmas celebration. Job
loss, health issues, family problems do
not disappear because it is Christmas.
Be prepared that things may not turn
out exactly the way you want or expect.

3. Keep spending
under control
Establishing a budget for Christmas

is crucial to managing stress. Knowing
how much you can afford and sticking
to your budget will make your holiday
a whole lot better. Spend only what you
have saved for buying presents, and
avoid using credit cards. In the end
Christmas is about relationships and
memories, not material things.

4. Guard against 
perfectionism
Even people who are not perfection-

ists can get wrapped up in wanting
everything to be perfect at Christmas.
Much like a wedding, if you are not
careful you can get so stressed out over
every detail that you miss out on enjoy-
ing the celebration. Striving for perfec-
tion in your gift giving, decorations and
events can leave you frustrated and ex-
hausted.

5. Ask For Help
If you feel overwhelmed with all that

you have to do ask others to help you.
Being a martyr will not make your hol-
iday better. Let the people who care
about you know that your stress level is
too high and ask for their assistance to
get everything done.

6. Practice moderation 
in activities
You simply cannot attend every party

or event. You need to say "no" to those
activities that you can't fit into your

schedule. There must be enough time
for relaxation and rest. Don't overdo
anything (even the good stuff) and re-
alize that you can't do everything.

7. Maintain your perspective
The reality is that the Christmas sea-

son lasts a fairly short time and then life
returns to normal. The extra stress you
are experiencing is not unending and
will pass sooner than you realize. Cer-
tain challenging situations brought on
by family or finances will only be for this
brief season and then life returns to nor-
mal.

8. Continue healthy habits
Your schedule can get pretty jumbled

during the holidays. It is easy to let cer-
tain positive habits slip away. Exercising
is a proven stress reducer and should be
done consistently throughout the
Christmas season. Getting enough sleep
is crucial to looking and feeling your
best. As tempting as it is, don't overdue
it with too much eating or drinking.

9. Have some fun
Make sure to have time for the things

you truly enjoy at Christmas. Do the fun
stuff this season provides. Whether that
is a favorite holiday movie, special tree
lighting, feeding the homeless or trip to
the city. Those activities should be high-
lights of your Christmas season.

10. Remember the reason
After all the parties, shopping and

events Christmas is the celebration of

the birth of Jesus. His teachings and His
example are what we should follow.
Showing God's love to others, serving
those in need and giving gifts is what
Christmas really is. Wrap up your
Christmas season at a Christmas Eve
service and you will truly experience a
less stressful Christmas.
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By Rick McDaniel

have non-Jewish spouses – said in a
2013 survey that they had a Christ-
mas tree in their homes during the
most recent holiday season. Among
Americans overall, about half (51%)
say they celebrate Christmas as more
of a religious holiday, while roughly
a third (32%) say it is more of a cul-
tural holiday to them personally.

2. Americans largely believe that
elements of the traditional Christ-
mas story reflect actual historical
events. More than seven-in-ten
(73%) say that Jesus was born to a
virgin and 81% believe he was laid
in a manger. And similar shares say
that wise men, guided by a star,
brought Jesus gifts of gold, frankin-
cense and myrrh (75%) and that an
angel of the Lord appeared to shep-
herds to announce the birth of Jesus
(74%). Nearly two-thirds of U.S.
adults (65%) believe that all four of
these things actually happened,
while 14% say none of them hap-
pened.

POLL
continued from page 10
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Late night comedy shows are no
longer funny. They've turned into crude
political attacks. There is nothing funny
about watching a solid hour of the left
spewing out hate speech against every-
thing they disagree with. There are no
conservative major late-night comedy
hosts.
People tune in to comedy shows to es-

cape the endless political infighting.
They want humor, not biting partisan-
ship. Conservatives especially don't want
to be subjected to nonstop attacks. Hate
speech is defined by the Merriam-Web-
ster dictionary as "speech expressing ha-
tred of a particular group of people."
Late night comedy has evolved into ha-
tred toward conservatives.
Stephen Colbert is the most partisan

of today's big three late-night comedi-
ans. He took over "The Late Show,"
which was originally hosted by David
Letterman from 1993 until 2015. Under
Letterman, there was a semblance of

balance between political jokes aimed at
the right and the left, and much of the
show wasn't political. The replacement
of Letterman with Colbert changed all
of that. CBS gave him nearly full control
over the show. With an annoying, smug
demeanor, Colbert turned the show into
incessant, savage attacks on the right. As
a result, only 17 percent of his viewers
identify as Republicans.
Colbert's show isn't just partisan but

downright disgusting. In May, Colbert
made a crude sexual joke about Presi-

dent Trump and Russian President
Vladimir Putin. Even those on the left
accused it of being homophobic. In Sep-
tember, Colbert made a Nazi salute in
reference to the president. This is offen-
sive to Jews who suffered from the real
Holocaust.
Colbert says things that are flat-out

false. During a September show, he
claimed that Trump "didn't meet a sin-
gle storm victim, see an inch of rain or
get near a flooded street" while survey-
ing Hurricane Harvey damage. In real-

ity, plenty of Americans watched footage
on TV of Trump meeting with victims
in shelters and elsewhere. In fact, ironi-
cally, the left wrongly condemned Mela-
nia Trump for wearing heels while
touring the damage.
Colbert is a hypocritical liberal. He

has a staff of 19 that write his material
for him. Only two are women and 17 are
white men. Yet he is one of the first co-
medians who will attack others for being
sexist or racist.
What happened is "The Late Show"

basically became the left-leaning, parti-
san "The Daily Show" reincarnated as
late-night comedy. Colbert got his start
on the latter as a regular guest when it
was hosted by Jon Stewart. Meanwhile,
"The Daily Show" continues on with a
new lefty host, Trevor Noah. "The Daily
Show" is very clever; it is a left-wing po-
litical show masquerading as comedy.
Under Noah, it has become even more
vicious against the right than under
Stewart.
"Jimmy Kimmel Live!" debuted on

ABC in 2003, becoming a second major
late-night comedy show. After Trump
took office, Kimmel's attacks on conser-
vatives increased. While talking about
his son's health condition during a show,
Kimmel went on a rant against oppo-
nents of Obamacare, cruelly implying
that if they had their way, his son would-
n't have been eligible for health insur-
ance to cover his urgent heart operation.
A day after the Las Vegas massacre,

Kimmel exploded in a rant against Re-
publicans. As a result, a media outlet
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Celebrating the King of the Jews

viewpoint

“With an annoying, smug demeanor,
Colbert turned the show into

incessant, savage attacks on the right.
As a result, only 17 percent of

his viewers identify as Republicans.”

Ignoring the advice of
Johnny Carson, today’s
comedians peddle hate

I grew up a nice Jewish boy in
Brooklyn, N.Y. When late December
arrived it brought some interesting
challenges. Why? My family owned a
toy store! I knew little about Christmas,
but what I knew was that it was “all
hands on deck”!
Christmas was a celebrant and fran-

tic time with exciting expectations for
the “others,” but not for Jews. To me,
whatever Christmas was, one thing I
knew was that it was not Jewish. Be-
sides, we celebrated Hanukkah. So, the
fact that my father owned a toy store
was a win-win for “them” and me!
Unknown to many is that gift giving

on Hanukkah is an essentially Ameri-

can invention. So many Christians and
too few Jews placed cultural pressure to
accommodate the new Jewish immi-
grants and their kids from being left
out. So, Hanukkah assimilated itself
seemingly into the “Jewish” Christmas. 
For too many Christians therefore,

Hanukkah has as much meaning as
Christmas has conversely for Jews. Yet
little known by both communities is
the historical connection that makes
one not possible without the other.
In 168 B.C.E., a Syrian Seleucid king

name Antiochus Epiphanes IV sub-
sumed and decimated Jewish life in the
land of Israel.
Most noted was the des-

ecration of Jewish worship
and the Holy Temple by re-
placing it with the worship
of pagan idols, including
the killing of a pig on the
altar.
This event came to be

infamously known as the
“Abomination of Desola-
tion.” The story continues through the
heroic efforts of Judah Macabbee re-

sulting in the rededication of Jewish
worship through military victory and
ritual cleansing three years to the day,
the “25th Day” (any coincidence) of the

Hebrew month of Kislev.
Hanukkah is the Hebrew
word translated “dedica-
tion.” It is remembered
yearly by the lighting of the
Menorah, commemorative
of the original rekindling
and the story of how with
just enough oil for one day
it remained lit for eight days

until additional oil could be prepared.
The prophet Malachi prophesied

250 years earlier that the “Lord would
suddenly come to His Temple.” Did he
come when under Zechariah, 150 years
before him, the Temple was rebuilt as
he spoke of a priest named “Joshua”
(3:8-9) who would be the agency for
the forgiveness of sins in a single day,
speaking of the anticipated Messianic
age ('Branch' is a reference to the seed
of David) as a Day of Atonement?
No. Did he come to His Temple at

the conclusion of the Temple's rededi-
cation eventually known as Hanukkah?
No.
Neither experienced the witness of

JERRY
FELDMAN 
Leader of the 
Messianic
congregation of 
Adat Yeshua

myopinion

See HANUKKAH on page 21

See COMEDIANS on page 21

“Yeshua
[Jesus]
celebrated
Hanukkah
in John
10:22”



CHRISTMAS AND 
HANUKKAH
LIBERTY LIGHT SHOW. Various times and
dates.   Synchronized with live musicians, Dec 1,
2, 3 and 8, 9, 10 with 15-minute shows beginning
at 6:00 pm, 6:45 pm, 7:30 pm, 8:15 pm, 9:00 pm.
Automated shows without the live musicians will
run through 11 PM starting on December 11
through December 24.1600 North 291 Highway,
Liberty, MO 64068.   816.781.5959
REZOUND HANDBELL ENSEMBLE CHRISTMAS
CONCERT.December 1, 7:00 pm. Avondale
United Methodist Church, 3101 NE Winn Road,
Kansas City, MO 64117. Free Concert.
SOUNDS OF CHRISTMAS. Dec. 1, 7:30.  Calvary
University, Liberty Chapel, 15790 Elmwood Ave.,
KMCO.  $10 adults.  Music Department.  813-322-
0110.
CHILDREN’S CHOIR CHRISTMAS MUSICAL.
December 2, 7:00 pm. Pisgah Baptist Church, 112
Pisgah Drive, Excelsior Springs, MO 64024. “The
Best Christmas Present”. 816-630-5121.
ROAD TO BETHLEHEM – A LIVE DRIVE-THRU
NATIVITY EXPERIENCE.December 2 & 3, 6:00
pm. South Summit Christian Church, 1121 SW
Hook Road, Lee’s Summit, MO 64082. From the
warmth of your car, drive down the road to Beth-
lehem and enjoy live scenes that tell the Christ-
mas story. We are collecting canned food
donations for Lee’s Summit Social Services and
monetary donations for Special Olympics Lee’s
Summit during the event. 816-246-4400.
CHRISTMAS CANTATA.December 3, 10:00 pm.
Pisgah Baptist Church, 112 Pisgah Drive, Excelsior
Springs, MO 64024. Adult Choir presents the
Christmas Cantata, “The Greatest Story Ever
Told”. 816-630-5121.
HOLIDAY AT THE HILL.December 3, 10:30 am.
Hillside Christian Church, 900 NE Vivion Rd.,
Kansas City, MO 64118. Hillside Singers present-
ing, “And It Came To Pass, Emmanuel!” 816-453-
2623.
THE CHRISTMAS DREAM TEAM PARADE (AN
ALMOST CANCELLED CHRISTMAS) MUSICAL.
December 3, 10:00 am. Fort Osage Church of
Nazarene, 19333 E. 24 Hwy., Independence, MO
64056. All are invited to find meaning in the
Christmas season! 816-796-5879.
BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE.December 4, 7:00
pm. Hillside Christian Church, 900 NE Vivion Rd.,
Kansas City, MO 64118. A time of reflection & re-
membrance for people suffering grief or anxiety

during the holidays. Through prayer, song and
scripture, we will learn that God knows our pain,
and that we are loved. 816-453-2623.
ANNUAL ADVENT LESSONS AND CAROLS.De-
cember 7, 7:30 pm. The Cathedral of the Immacu-
late Conception, 416 W. 12th St., Kansas City, MO
64105. Free will donations appreciated. Come
enjoy a concert of beautiful choral music and
hymns of the Advent season. 816-842-0416 ext.
119.
CHRISTMAS AT LENEXA BAPTIST CHURCH.
December 9, 1:00 pm & 5:00 pm. December 10,
5:00 pm. Lenexa Baptist Church, 15320 W. 87th St.
Pkwy., Lenexa, KS 66227. Free to the public,
dessert buffet included, childcare provided 3yrs &
under.
DINNER THEATER. December 9, 6:30 PM.
Church on the Rock Outreach Center, 1700 SW
Market St., Lee's Summit, MODinner Theater pres-
entation for the whole family. Call for information
about tickets.  (816) 246-7625
CONTEMPORARY CHRISTMAS CONCERT.De-
cember 10, 4:30 pm. Woods Chapel Church Blue
Springs, 3609 SW State Route 7, Blue Springs, MO
64014. Join the Woods Chapel Praise Band as we
celebrate the Christmas season with some mod-
ern flair! 816-795-8848.

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM. Dec. 10,
10:45. Northland Cathedral, 101 NW 99th St.,
Kansas City, MO  816-455-2555
CHRISTMAS MEMORIES.December 10, 6:30
pm. Paola Community Center, 905 E Wea St.,
Paola, KS; December 15, 7:00 pm. First Baptist
Church, 2 NE Douglas, Lee’s Summit, MO; Decem-
ber 16, 6:30 pm. Susquehanna Baptist Church,
17800 Susquehanna Ridge, Independence, MO;
December 17, 4:00 pm.  www.PhilandPamMor-
gan.com
CHRISTMAS MUSICAL.December 10, 6:00 pm.
Timothy Lutheran Ministries (SC) South Campus,

301 E. Wyatt Rd., Blue Springs, MO 64014. Jingle
Bell Beach/Wonder and Glory. 816-228-5300.
A DASH OF CHRISTMAS.December 15, 7:00 pm.
One Spirit United Methodist Church, 7900 Blue
Ridge Blvd., Raytown, MO 64138. Concert featur-
ing a variety of music styles, dance, drama and
poetry! Featuring guest choir, Spirit Singers, from
Raytown Middle School and Special Guest Emcee,
Bruce Marston! 816-353-0890.
THE FOOLISH WISEMAN. Dec. 15 & 16, 7:30
PM.  First Baptist Church of North Kansas City,
2205 Iron St.m North Kansas City, MO.   The story
of Ogion, the little known fourth wiseman. A
funny and touching story of his journey.  (816)
863-9298
CHRISTMAS MEMORIES WITH PHIL & PAM
MORGAN.December 16, 6:30 pm. Susquehanna
Baptist Church, 17800 Susquehanna Ridge, Inde-
pendence, MO. 
FELLOWSHIP FAMILY CHRISTMAS. Dec. 17,
6pm. Fellowship Greenwood, 1601 W Main St
Greenwood, MO 64034.  816.984.8300
SOUNDS OF THE SEASON. Dec. 17, 3 & 6 p.m.
Northland Cathedral, 101 NW 99th St., Kansas
City, MO  816-455-2555.
CHRISTMAS AT EVANGEL.December 17; 9:00
am, 11:00 am and 6:00 pm. Evangel Church, 1414
E. 103rd Street, Kansas City, MO 64131. Celebrate
the joy of Christmas with the Evangel Worship
Choir & Orchestra! 816-942-1414.
CELEBRATE HANUKKAH.December 17, 3:30
pm-6:30 pm. Or HaOlam, 9898 W. 95th St., Over-
land Park, KS. 
2017 CHRISTMAS PROGRAM. December 17,
2017, 10:40 am.  Heart of America Christian Fel-
lowship, 7600 Blue Ridge Blvd, Kansas City, Mo.
Annual Christmas program emphasizing the birth
of our lord Jesus Christ, and his glorious ministry.
(816) 356-6380
CHRISTMAS PLAY - "FINDING CHRISTMAS"

December 17,  10:30 AM and 6 p.m. Church On The
Rock Outreach Center, 1700 SW Market St., Lee's
Summit, MO.  This is a play about a girl who learns
about the true meaning of Christmas from an en-
counter with Santa Claus.  Admission is free.  (816)
246-7625
CHRISTMAS CANTATA.December 17, 6:00 pm.
Woods Chapel United Methodist Church, 4725
Northeast Lakewood Way, Lee’s Summit, MO
64064. 816-795-8848.
THE LONGEST NIGHT SERVICE.December 21,
7:00 pm. Woods Chapel United Methodist Church,
4725 Northeast Lakewood Way, Lee’s Summit, MO
64064. This is a service of remembrance and
hope for those who find rejoicing difficult this
year. 816-795-8848. 
THE LONGEST NIGHT.December 21, 6:00 pm.
Leawood Baptist Church, 8200 State Line Road,
Leawood, KS 66206. A service of hope for families
of murder victims in the KC area. 913-649-0100.
FREE TOY & FOOD GIVEAWAY.December 23,
10:00 am. Wisdom Assembly Family Church, 11225
Colorado Avenue, Kansas City, MO 64131. We will
be giving away free food packs & kids’ toys to
families. Your child must be present to get free
toys. A day of awesome music and giveaways!
Everyone’s invited! 913-203-5293.
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES. December 23, 5:30
pm. December 24; 9:00 am, 10:30 am, 2:00 pm,
4:00 pm. The Summit Church, 3381 NW Chipman
Rd., Lee’s Summit, MO 64081. 816-524-4966. 
CORNERSTONE CHRISTMAS EVE.  December
24, 9 a.m., 11 a.m., 5 p.m.  Cornerstone, 301 SE AA
Hwy Blue Springs MO 64014.  816.228.1979
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES. Dec. 24, 9, 1030,
330 and 5. Fellowship Greenwood, 1601 W Main
St., Greenwood, MO 64034.  816.984.8300
CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICES.
December 24. Sanctuary: 9:30 am, 11:00 am, 4:00
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pm, 5:30 pm, 7:00 pm, and 11:00 pm. Worship
Center: 11:00 am and 4:00 pm. Woods Chapel
United Methodist Church, 4725 Northeast Lake-
wood Way, Lee’s Summit, MO 64064. Not able to
join us in person? Join us online at
www.livestream.com/woodschapel! 816-795-
8848.
CANDLELIGHT SERVICE.December 24, 5:00
pm. Oakwood Baptist Church, 7600 Lee’s Summit
Rd., Kansas City, MO 64139. Everyone is welcome.
816-373-4733. 
CANDLE LIGHT SERVICE.December 24, 9:00
pm. Red Bridge Baptist Church, 4901 E. Red
Bridge Rd., Kansas City, MO. 816-761-1194.
CHRISTMAS EVE MORNING.December 24,
10:00 am. Lone Jack Baptist Church, 202 S.
Bynum Rd., Lone Jack, MO 64070. 816-697-2464.

CHRISTMAS EVE EVENING.December 24, 6:00
pm. Lone Jack Baptist Church, 202 S. Bynum Rd.,
Lone Jack, MO 64070. 816-697-2464.
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE.December 24, 6:30
pm. Hillside Christian Church, 900 NE Vivion Rd.,
Kansas City, MO 64118. Through carol and can-
dles, prayers and the word, we celebrate the birth
of Jesus, and the incarnation of God’s love re-
newed in the world. 816-453-2623.
CHRISTMAS EVE CELEBRATION SERVICES.
December 24, 5:30 pm Candlelight Services, 7:30
pm Candlelight Service, 11:00 pm Candlelight
Services w/ Holy Communion. Timothy Lutheran
Ministries North Campus, 425 N.W. R.D. Mize Rd.,
Blue Springs, MO 64014. 816-228-5300.
CHRISTMAS EVE CELBRATION SERVICES.De-
cember  24; 4:00 pm Candlelight Service and

6:00 pm Candlelight Services w/ Holy Commun-
ion. Timothy Lutheran Ministries (SC) South Cam-
pus, 301 E. Wyatt Rd., Blue Springs, MO 64014.
816-228-5300.
LEAWOOD BAPTIST CHURCH CHRISTMAS EVE
SERVICE.December 24, 5:00 pm. Leawood Bap-
tist Church, 8200 State Line Road, Leawood, KS
66206. 913-649-0100.
CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE.De-
cember 24, 6:00 pm. Fort Osage Church of the
Nazarene, 19333 E. 24 Hwy., Independence, MO
64056. Come join us for a celebration of the birth
of Christ on Christmas Eve with a candlelight serv-
ice! 816-796-5879.
CHRISTMAS SUNDAY. Dec. 24, 8, 9:15, 10:45.
Candlelight Service 6 p.m. Northland Cathedral,
101 NW 99th St., Kansas City, MO  816-455-2555. 
CHRISTMAS DAY.December 25, 9:45 am. Timo-
thy Lutheran Ministries (NC) North Campus, 425
N.W. R.D. Mize Rd., Blue Springs, MO 64014. With
Holy Communion. 816-228-5300.
NEW YEARS EVE.December 31, 6:00 pm-12:00
am. Calvary Baptist Church, 900 NW 22nd St.,
Blue Springs, MO 64015. Refreshments at 8:00
pm and Gospel singing. 816-228-5540.

CONCERTS
DAVID SMART.December 1, 7:30 pm. Homer’s
Coffee House, 7126 W. 80th St. Overland Park, KS
66204. 913-381-6022.
CHRISTMAS IS COMING TOUR.December 1,
7:00 pm. Parkade Baptist Church, 2102 N. Garth
Ave., Columbia, MO 65202. Featuring: Jason Gray,
Chris August, and Hannah Kerr. 618-780-7870.

THE COLLINGSWORTH FAMILY IN CONCERT.
December 10, 6:00 pm. College Church of the
Nazarene, 2020 E. Sheridan, Olathe, KS 66061.
Free admission, an offering will taken. 913-764-
4575.
ERNIE HAASE & SIGNATURE SOUND. January
27, 7:30 pm. Missouri Theater, 715 Edmond St., St.
Joseph, MO 64501. 816-291-1225.
HITS DEEP TOUR. February 23, 7:00 pm. Sprint
Center, 1407 Grand Boulevard, Kansas City, MO
64106. Featuring: Toby Mac, Danny Gokey, Man-
disa, Ryan Stevenson, and Finding Favour. 

SOUTHERN GOSPEL 
(Call for groups)
SWEET SPIRIT & FRIENDS.Will not be having

music outreach for November and December, see
you in January 2018.
ALPHA OMEGA CHRISTIAN MUSIC ASSOCIA-
TION MONTHLY MEETING, PRAYER, DEVO-
TION, POTLUCK AND JAM. FIRST FRIDAY, 7pm.
10035 E. Westport Rd., Indep., MO 64052.  
MO-KAN GOSPEL MUSIC ASSOCIATION
POTLUCK AND JAM. FOURTH FRIDAY (except
for Nov. & Dec. when we meet on the 3rd Fri.).
Northland Christian Church, 6120 NE 48th St.,
KCMO.   913-432-0359.
LIVE CHRISTIAN MUSIC VENUE. THIRD FRIDAY,
7:00 pm. Bent Knee Cowboy, 13415 S. 142nd St.,
Bonner Springs, KS. 913-927-4567.
PENTECOSTAL TABERNACLE CHURCH. SEC-
OND SATURDAY, 6pm.  341 S. 72nd St., Kansas City,
KS 66111.  Praise and Worship songs of Zion.  913-
334-1009.
CGMA NW MO CHAPTER MEETING, GOSPEL
MUSIC AND POTLUCK. SECOND SATURDAY.
Faith Assembly of God Church, South 13 Hwy,
Polo, MO.  Travel North on I-35 North, go North of
Liberty to the Polo/Lathrop Exit.  Turn right onto
116 Hwy.  Go 12 miles to 13 Hwy.  Turn left and go
¼ mile.  pegcla@msn.com.
RADIANT LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD. LAST SUN-
DAY, 6:30 p.m.  Hwy. 33, Kearney, MO.  Open mike.
Gospel sing.  
PARADISE BAPTIST CHURCH. SECOND SUN-
DAY, 6 p.m.  Pot luck dinner at 5 p.m.  Paradise
Missouri.  816-591-1020.

CLASSES, SEMINARS,
CONFERENCES
HER CHOICE TO HEAL AND RECONCILIATION
WEEKEND.Are you struggling emotionally and
spiritually after having an abortion? If Not For
Grace Ministries is here to help. We offer a grace-
filled journey for healing and restoration which in-
cludes Her Choice to Heal Class and Reconciliation
Weekend. For more information contact Jama at
jedlund@infg.org.
GOOD NEWS CLUB TEAM ORIENTATION
TRAINING.December 2, 9:00 am-4:00 pm (8:30
am registration begins). HOPE Church, 2648 N.
18th St., Kansas City, KS. Cost $6 pay at door.
Lunch is provided, and materials are available for
purchase. 816-358-1138.
“AVOID PROBATE” SEMINARS.December 5,
7:00 pm. Lewis Living Trust Center, 700 NE Langs-
ford, Lee’s Summit, MO 64063. 816-524-3200.
MIDWEST REGIONAL FELLOWSHIP/MICA
CONFERENCE “BETTER TOGETHER.”Decem-
ber 8, 7:00 pm (Night Service). December 9, 9:00
am (Workshop). December 10, 3:30 pm (Musical).
Victory Temple Christian Life Center, 3301 E. 12th
St., Kansas City, MO. Location for event except for
Banquet. Host: Bishop Keith Tribitt Sr. and Pastor
LaTonya Tribitt.816-241-4434.
“BETTER TOGETHER” MIDWEST REGIONAL
FELLOWSHIP/MICA BANQUET & AWARD CER-
EMONY.December 9, 6:00 pm. Embassy Suites,
7640 NW Tiffany Springs Parkway, Kansas City,
MO 64153. 816-719-6291.
VOLUNTEER ORIENTATION.December 14, 1:00
pm-3:00 pm. Crown Pointe Church, 5950 NE Lake-
wood Way, Lee’s Summit, MO 64064. INFG brings
His message of hope and healing to the abortion
wounded. vgregg@infg.org 
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“AVOID PROBATE” SEMINARS.December 21,
7:00 pm. Lewis Living Trust Center, 700 NE Langs-
ford, Lee’s Summit, MO 64063. 816-524-3200.
HEALING HEARTS THROUGH HOPE. January
11, 2018 through February 15, 2018; 6:00 pm-7:30
pm (Thursdays). Faith Baptist Church, 1460 Langs-
ford Rd., Lee’s Summit, MO 64063. There is no
charge for the group but preregistration is re-
quested. 816-308-1158.
MOUNTAIN TOP MARRIAGES’ “ROMANTIC
GETAWAY.” Jan. 14 & 15, 2018 .  Chateau Avalon,
701 Village West Parkway., KC, KS.  Teaching in the
conference room from 1 - 4pm  on Sunday and
Mon from 12noon -4pm.   $152.00 per couple for
the complete package!   Call Travers @913-780-
3423.   $75.00 paid in advance with reservation.
No cancellations after December 31, 2016.  (make
deposit check to MTM)   Balance due:  Dec. 31 –
mail: 3945 Michener Dr. CO SP, CO 80907
NAMI FAMILY-TO-FAMILY COURSE. January 15,
6:30 pm-9:00 pm (Mondays). Jewish Community
Campus, 5801 W. 115th St., Overland Park, KS
66211. A free 11-week course for family and
friends of those struggling with mental illness.
913-744-1672
EARN A CERTIFICATE IN BIBLE. January 16,
2017, 6:00 PM.  Heart of America Bible College,
7600 Blue Ridge Blvd., Kansas City, Mo. Earn A
Bible College Degree from Associate, Bachelor,
Master And/Or Doctorate.  Or just take a class to
refresh.  (816) 356-6380.
GOOD NEWS CLUB TEAM ORIENTATION
TRAINING. January 20, 9:00 am-4:00 pm (8:30
am registration begins). Mt. Sinai Missionary Bap-
tist Church, 3634 Brooklyn, Kansas City, MO. Cost
$6 pay at door. Lunch is provided, and materials
are available for purchase. 816-358-1138.
20TH MIDWEST CHRISTIAN K-12 EDUCATION
& COLLEGE EXPO. February 24, 9:30 am-2:00
pm. Colonial Presbyterian Church, 9500 Wornall,
Kansas City, MO. FREE SEMINARS! 50 Christian
Colleges from 15 States! 25 K-12 Schools from

Metro KC area. MO & KS Homeschool Organiza-
tions. Finances. 816-524-4522.
ARISE 2018 WOMEN’S CONFERENCE.April 5-8,
10:00 am. World Revival Church, 9900 View High
Drive, Kansas City, MO 64134. Featuring Kathy
Gray and Tammy Trent. 816-763-0708.

SPECIAL CHURCH
EVENTS
WORHSIP WITH DANIEL BRYMER.December
3 & 10, 6:00 pm-7:30 pm. Hillcrest Covenant, 88th
St. & Nall Avenue, Prairie Village, KS. 913-341-1059.
FOOD PANTRY.December 5, 3:30 pm-6:00 pm.
Faith Baptist Church, 1460 Langsford Road, Lee’s
Summit, MO 64063.
MOTHER’S REFUGE FUNDRAISER. GET YOUR
PICTURE MADE WITH SANTA OR GRINCH.
Dec. 7 & 14th   6:00 to 8:00 p.m.  Cable Dahmer,
11911 E. 40 Hwy., Independence, Mo  64055.
Fundraiser for Mother's Refuge. 816-353-8070
ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT DAY. December
9, 2017, 10:00 AM Blue Hills Church of the
Nazarene, 10306 Blue Ridge Blvd, Kansas City,
MO.  Local vendors will be on site offering a vari-
ety of products and services to help simplify your
holiday shopping which will support family,
friends and the community!  (816) 785-1508
OPEN HOUSE AT MOTHER'S REFUGE’S COOK-
IES & COCOA. Dec. 10th -- 2:00 p.m. to 5 p.m.

Dec. 12th -- 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. Mother’s Refuge,
3721 Delridgem Independence, MO 64052.  816-
353-8070
FUNDRAISER FOR MOTHER’S REFUGE. Dec.
14th  4:00 p.m. to 12:00 p.m.  Wingstop, 11825 E.
40 Hwy Suite C, Independence, MO  64055.  15%
of your check will go to Mother's Refuge.  816-353-
WINGS

WASHINGTON D.C. MARCH FOR LIFE BUS
DEPOT. January 17-20. Depart Sedalia January 17
return January 20. One night stay in DC on Janu-
ary 18. Fare includes: bus, hotel room, metro bus
pass, driver tips: 1 person room $425, 4 person
room $270/person. Carol Turner 660-620-1590.
MISSOURI LIFE CARAVAN. January 18, 19, 20. All
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bus boarding begin at approximately 7:30 am. Old
Cathedral (Basilica of St. Louis, King) where a brief
Prayer Rally will be held. $190 per passenger
(meals not included; bring extra spending
money). The Annual Bus trip to Washington, DC
for the 45th Annual National March for Life. Mis-
souri Right to Life (Reservations and Bus Informa-
tion) 314-434-4900.
JOIN THE PRAYER VIGIL FOR THE UNBORN
AND FOR THE MARCHERS IN WASHINGTION
DC. January 19, 12:00 pm-1:00 pm. Davis Plaza,
400 E. 9th St., Kansas City, MO or Catholic Center,
20 W. 9th St., Kansas City, MO. With free parking
at 10:30 am for those who would like to process
up 9th Street to the Federal Courthouse.
LIFE RALLY. January 22, 12:00 pm. Topeka, KS.

Contact kfllawrence@gmail.com  or www.kfl.org
OPENING RALLY THE SPRING 2018, 40 DAYS
OF LIFE! February 14, 9:00 am. Center for
Women’s Health Abortion Facility, 4840 College
Blvd., Overland Park, KS. Bill Velker with Life In-
ternational will be speaking. Rally will be held on
the public sidewalk outside the facility. 
20TH MIDWEST CHRISTIAN K-12 EDUCATION
& COLLEGE EXPO. February 24, 9:30 am-2:00
pm. Colonial Presbyterian Church, 9500 Wornall,
Kansas City, MO. FREE SEMINARS! 50 Christian
Colleges from 15 States! 25 K-12 Schools from
Metro KC area. MO & KS Homeschool Organiza-
tions. Finances. 816-524-4522.
DISCOVER MARANATHA CHRISTIAN ACAD-
EMY.March 1, 6:00 pm. Maranatha Christian

Academy Gym Campus, 15000 W. 63rd Street,
Shawnee, KS 66216. For families that would like to
learn  more about Christian education and
Maranatha Christian Academy. 913-631-0637.
NATIONAL RIGHT TO LIFE CONCENTION. June
28, 29, 30. Overland Park, KS. nrlconvention.com
www.nrlc.org

FINE ARTS
THROUGH THE EYES OF PICASSO. Through
April 8. The Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art, 4525
Oak St., Kansas City, MO 64111. 816-751-1278.
A CHRISTMAS CAROL. Through December 24.
Kansas City Repertory Theatre, 4949 Cherry St.,
Kansas City, MO 64110. kcrep.org 816-235-2700
A CHRISTMAS BETTE. Through December 30,
7:30 pm. Martin City Melodrama and Vaudeville
Co., 702 Blue Ridge, Grandview, MO. The old tradi-
tional “A Christmas Carol” is being performed,
when the aging star of stage and screen, Bette
Davis, decides to make her comeback in the mid-
dle of the production. 913-642-7576.
THE SARAH PLAY.December 2, 7:30 pm & De-
cember 3, 2:00 pm. Jewish Community Center,
White Theatre, 5801 W. 115 St., Overland Park, KS
66211. Spon. by the In(Heir)itance Project. 913-
327-8000. 
LES MISERABLES.December 5-10. Kansas City

Music Hall, 13th & Central, Kansas City, MO. 
HOLLY JOLLY CHRISTMAS.December 9 & 16.
Puppetry Arts Institute, 11025 E. Winner Rd., Inde-
pendence, MO 64052. www.hazwlle.org 816-833-
9777. 
A THRILL OF HOPE.December 15, 7:00 pm. Mis-
sion Woods Community of Christ, 2800 NW Dun-
can Rd., Blue Springs, MO 64015. Sponsored by
Jacomo Chorale.
A THRILL OF HOPE.December 16, 7:00 pm. Col-
bern Road Community of Christ, 27507 E. Colbern
Rds., Lee’s Summit, MO 64063.Sponsored by Ja-
como Chorale.
THE MYSTERY OF CHRISTMAS.December 15-17.
Goppert Theater, Avila University, 11901 Wornall
Rd., Kansas City, MO. Presented by Dramatic Truth
Ballet Theatre. dramatictruth.org.
SHENYUN PERFORMING ART SHOW.Decem-
ber 22 & 23, 7:30 pm. Music Hall, 301 W. 13th St.,
Kansas City, MO 64105. 913-360-9602. 800-745-
3000.

FAMILY OUTINGS
I’LL BE HOME FOR CHRISTMAS. Through De-
cember 30.  Bingham-Waggoner Estate, 313 W.
Pacific Ave., Independence, MO. $6 for adults, $3
for youth 6-16. Closed December 23, 24 and 25.
Twilight Tour Dec. 3. 816-461-3491. 

A CHARLIE BROWN CHRISTMAS. Through De-
cember 31. The Coterie Theatre, 2450 Grand Blvd.,
Kansas City, MO 64108. 816-474-6552.
CHRISTMAS IN THE PARK. Through December
31, 5:00 pm. Frank White Jr., Softball Complex,
3901 SW Longview Park Drive, Lee’s Summit, MO
64081. FREE. 300,000 lights, 175 animated fig-
ures and splashes of Christmas color. 
CHRISTMAS ON THE RIVER.December 1, 6:00
pm-10:00 pm. Main Street, Parkville, MO. Free.
Join us for live entertainment including the Park
Hill School District 1000-voice children’s choir,
Santa Claus, fun things to see and do, delicious
dining and treats, plus our famous holiday fire-
works. 816-505-2227.
HOLIDAY MARKETPLACE.December 2, 10:00
am-1:00 pm. Roeland Park Community Center,
4850 Rosewood Drive, Roeland Park, KS. Spon-
sored by Johnson County Park & Recreation. It is
meant primarily to provide a special holiday shop-
ping experience for youngsters ages two to about
nine years old. Participants will find an array of
items priced at $10 or less, meant as potential
gifts for family and friends. 913-826-3161.
TWILIGHT TOUR.December 3, 4:00 pm-7:00
pm. Bingham-Waggoner Estate, 313 W. Pacific
Ave., Independence, MO. $6 for adults, $3 for
youth 6-16. 816-461-3491.
CHRISTMAS WITH AMY GRANT AND
MICHAEL W. SMITH.December 8, 7:30 pm.
Sprint Center, 1407 Grand Blvd, KCMO 64106. 
MEET THE EXPERTS: CHRISTMAS CRECHES.
December 10, 2:00 pm-3:00 pm. Toy and Minia-
ture Museum, 5235 Oak St, Kansas City, MO 64112.
Enjoy special displays of Christmas crèches from
the Bud and Jun Koupal Collection. 816-235-8000.
TROMBONE CHRISTMAS CONCERT.December
16, 11:00 am-12:00 pm. Union Station, Grand Hall,
30 W. Pershing Rd., Kansas City, MO 64108. 816-
460-2020.

MONTHLY MEETINGS
BUILDING BETTER MOMS. The United
Methodist Church of the Resurrection, 13720 Roe
Ave., Leawood, KS.  For local mothers of children
in early childhood, elementary school, middle
school, high school, and for single moms, with
both day and evening meeting times available at
the Leawood campus.  www.cor.org  913-897-
0120.
WEEKLY - CHRISTIAN BUSINESS MEN’S COM-
MITTEE.Meets weekly in various parts of the
city. Call Jim Mathis, 913-269-6709, for time and
location. 

16 • December 2017 ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––metrovoicenews.com n facebook.com/metrovoicenews –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– Metro Voice 

CHRISTMAS WITH AMY GRANT AND MICHAEL W. SMITH. 7:30 P.M. SPRINT CENTER,
1407 GRAND BLVD, KANSAS CITY, MO

DEC.

8

For full list of 
events visit

metrovoicenews.com



If you’re looking for a heart-warming
book with a heaping helping of Christ-
mas, check out Thirty Days to Glory by
Kathy Nickerson. Kathy lives in rural
Missouri but sold her
book to her publisher
when she attended a
Heart of America
Christian Writers
N e t w o r k
(www.HACWN.org)
conference several
years ago.
Besides being an

author, speaker, and
grandmother of 14,
Kathy SAYS that she’s
an eternal optimist because she has a
deep faith in the God who made Light

to shine from darkness. Kathy’s articles
have appeared in several magazines and
she is the author of three novels, includ-
ing Thirty Days to Glory, which won the
Christian Small Publisher Book of the
Year award for fiction. 

Q:What is Thirty Days to Glory about?
A:This is the story of Catherine Ben-

son, an elderly widow who wants to do
one great thing be-
fore she dies. And
about Elmer Grigsby,
a WWII vet who just
wants to stay seri-
ously drunk and slip
out of the world un-
noticed. Inside their
stories are universal
questions about pur-
pose, destiny, rela-
tionships, and the
things that ultimately

matter in life. Plus some quirky friends,
a few difficult relatives, and a cat.

Q:What led you to write Thirty Days to
Glory? 
A: I actually drew Elmer Grigsby’s

name in a prayer challenge like Cather-
ine’s. (Although I’ve changed his name.)
He stuck with me for years, and I won-
dered if my prayers had made any dif-
ference. Then I met a sweet lady in the
nursing home who felt her life was use-
less. My husband reminded her the
most important thing she could do was
pray. The story grew from there.

Q:What was the hardest thing about
writing the book?  
A: Honestly, I was surprised by the

emotions I encountered with the char-
acters. They feel almost as real as my
family sometimes. I’ve read and revised
the book about a zillion times, but some
places still make me laugh. Or cry.

Q: Do you hear from readers about Thirty
Days to Glory?

In the dozen so years since The Pas-
sion of The Christ sparked the modern
faith-based film wave, there have been
dozens of Christian movies at the box
office.
We’ve seen movies about police and

firefighters (Fireproof, Courageous),
movies about glimpses of the afterlife
(Miracles From Heaven, Heaven Is For
Real), movies about football and surfing
(Woodlawn, Soul Surfer), and movies
about kidnappings and murders (Cap-
tive, End of the Spear). 
We’ve even had a couple of comedies

(Mom’s Night Out, The Resurrection of
Gavin Stone).
But there has been a shortage of ani-

mated films geared toward children –
the last wide one being “The Pirates
Who Don't Do Anything: A VeggieTales
Movie”, which was released in 2008. 
That changed Nov. 17, when Sony’s

Affirm Films released The Star, which
follows a donkey named Bo (voiced by
Steven Yeun), a dove named Dave (Kee-

gan-Michael Key), a sheep named Ruth
(Aidy Bryant) and a host of other ani-
mals as they accompany Mary and
Joseph from
Nazareth to Bethle-
hem and experience
the nativity story.
An embargo pre-

vents me from say-
ing too much about
The Star, but I am
free to say this: It’s
very good, and it’s
genuinely funny – for both children and
parents. 
Also, it’s much better than the trailer.

It will have you and your children
laughing as the animals witness the
greatest story ever told.    
DeVon Franklin, who was once

named one of the “most influential
Christians under 40 by Beliefnet, serves
as the executive producer, while Acad-
emy Award nominee Timothy Reckart
is the director.  
Faith-based animated films at the box

office are rare. In fact, among the Top 50
grossing Christian films of all time, only
three – The Pirates Who Don’t Do Any-
thing (2008), Jonah: A Veggie Tales

Movie (2002) and The Prince of Egypt
(1998) – were animated.
Ash Greyson, the founder of Ribbow

Media, told the
Metro Voice News
that the dearth of
animated faith films
can be attributed to
a lack of funds. 
“The last few an-

imated faith films
have not done very
well,” Greyson said.

“They are expensive to produce, and I
suspect that is why we haven’t seen
many. Most people of faith have no is-
sues with Pixar or Disney, so you can’t
just pitch a faith animated movie as an
alternative to Hollywood. 
“I think this is a space where Holly-

wood can win. Look at what The Prince
of Egypt did.”
Released in 1998, The Prince of Egypt

opened in second place and stayed in
the Top 10 for six weeks. It finished with
a total gross of $101 million.   
Time will tell whether The Star ap-

proaches those numbers. But Christian
families at least have another option at
the box office. 
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‘The Star’ breaks faith-based animated drought

MOVIES, STREAMING, BOOKS,
MUSIC, INTERVIEWS & MORE!

streaming New this month:
movienews Netflix

White Christmas (1954, unrated)
– This musical-comedy about a pair of
singing-and-dancing men won an
Oscar (Best Song) and stars Bing
Crosby, Danny Kaye and Rosemary
Clooney. 

Also playing: Lots of Hallmark-type
romantic Christmas specials. Just type
“Christmas” into Netflix. Enjoy!

Amazon Prime 

Charlie Brown's Christmas Tales
(2002, unrated) – This isn’t the Charlie
Brown Christmas that we all love, but
for 20 minutes of entertainment with
Snoopy, it’s not bad. Just don’t expect
a Gospel message. Animated. 

I Want a Dog for Christmas, Charlie
Brown (2003, unrated) – Ever heard of
Snoopy’s brother Spike? He’s featured
in this one – and he’s hilarious. Ani-
mated.  

If You Give A Mouse A Christmas
Cookie (2016, unrated) – Based on the
popular series of children’s books, this
cartoon likely will have your kids cack-
ling in the floor. Animated. 

Christmas with the Kranks
(2004, PG).
In this com-
edy, a family
decides to
skip Christ-
mas and go
on a cruise.
It doesn’t go
well. Star-
ring Tim Allen and Dan Aykroyd. Rated
PG for brief language and suggestive
content.

Also playing: Lots of old Christmas
cartoons that haven’t played on televi-
sion in several decades. Search for
“Christmas cartoons.” Additionally, The
Mayflower Voyagers – a classic Peanuts
cartoon about the Pilgrims and their
faith – is also on Amazon Prime. It’s
never too late to teach history!  

Hulu
Christmas with the Kranks

(2004, PG). See above. Otherwise, it’s
a slow month for Christmas
classics/family-friendly entertainment
on Hulu.  

Note: The 1965 classic A Charlie
Brown Christmas is not available on
any of the major streaming services.
But it often is available on YouTube.  

by Michael Foust

By Michael Foust
 He’s the meanest creature on

the planet, but perhaps that’s to
be expected. After all, his heart
is “two sizes too small.” 
 He enjoys sending nasty let-

ters to the people in the next
town. He gets jollies out of steal-
ing presents. He even eats
glass. 
 The Grinch – who lives on an

intimidating mountain overlook-
ing the kind people of Whoville --
just may be the most unlovable
“thing” ever made. But not
everyone agrees.
 Little Cindy Lou Who – a

bright-eyed young girl from
Whoville – believes the Grinch is
capable of good. She even
claims he saved her life! 
 So, when the townspeople

push back against Cindy Lou’s
claims about the Grinch, she
launches an investigation. What
she finds is shocking: Long ago,
a younger Grinch was (heavily)
bullied by the kids of Whoville.
He subsequently left town and
climbed up the mountain, and
the people haven’t heard from
him since. Perhaps that’s why
he is so mean. And maybe if
someone is kind to him, he will
return the favor.
 It’s all part of Dr. Seuss' How

the Grinch Stole Christmas
(PG), the highest-grossing film

See GRINCH page 18
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‘How the Grinch
Stole Christmas’
tops streaming
this month

localauthor

An interview with the author of Thirty Days to Glory

by Jeanette Gardner Littleton



A: Responses have been amazing and
humbling. One teenager told me a scene
with Catherine’s nativity set made her
realize she needed to read the Bible for
herself, not just rely on what people had
told her. A reader admitted she had
never felt permission to pray because
she isn’t part of organized religion; now
she prays every morning. Another
woman who read the book helped her
alcoholic brother find a treatment cen-
ter instead of slamming the door in his
face because he suddenly reminded her

of Elmer Grigsby. There’s even a lady
who said she can’t slip in the side door
of the church anymore.
She has to walk up the
front steps like Catherine.
Those things stay with me
when I’m working on the
next book. 

Q: Are you currently work-
ing on any other projects? 
A: Several. Some of the

other characters in the
book demanded stories of
their own. Bess Caldwell stars in Rose
Hill Cottage, which is available now.

Madge is about to save the day in a story
due out next year, and that one has led

to a sequel I’m writing.

Q:Anything else you
would like to add?
A; I’d love to connect

with your readers through
my website at
www.kathynick.com.
From there, they can find
me on social media. And I
hope readers will be in-
spired to take some action

after reading Thirty Days to Glory. I
hope they will mend a relationship, find

a friend, or leap toward that One Great
Thing, as the book says, whether it is as
simple as a prayer or as grand as an ex-
otic adventure.

Kathy’s book is available from online
retailers, such as Amazon.com and Bar-
nesandNoble.com, or your bookstore
can order it from the publisher at Cross-
Rivermedia.com.

Jeanette Gardner Littleton is a writer
and editor in Kansas City and co-directs
the Heart of America Christian Writers
Network (www.HACWN.org).
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of 2000 and one of the top
choices for Christmas-
themed streaming selections
in December. It is playing on
Netflix. 
 This delightful and mostly

family-friendly film was di-
rected by Ron Howard and
stars Jim Carrey as the
Grinch. Is also won an
Oscar (Best Makeup).  
 Although purists of Dr.

Seuss’ books might be trou-
bled by some of the addi-
tions, it nevertheless
maintains messages on
kindness and redemption.
The bullying angle gives it a
timely 20th-century lesson. It
does contain a few scary
parts that might trouble
young children, and one or
two inappropriate scenes. 
 

Among other
Christmas-themed
selections this
month:
 White Christmas (1954,

unrated) – This musical-
comedy about a pair of
singing-and-dancing men
won an Oscar (Best Song)
and stars Bing Crosby,
Danny Kaye and Rosemary
Clooney. 

n GRINCH
continued from page 17

n AUTHOR
continued from page 17

Tis the Season to Read…
Did you realize that some of
the classic Christmas movies
started as books? Here are
some movies you might
be familiar with and the
book authors:

n The Miracle on 34th
Street by Valentine
Davies (released with the
movie)
n Rudolph the Red-
Nosed Reindeer by
Robert L. May 

n The Year Without A Santa
Claus by Phyllis Mcginley
n The Littlest Angel by
Charles Tazewell

n A Christmas Story -
book: In God We Trust; All
Others Pay Cash by Jean
Shepherd
n Cricket On The Hearth
by Charles Dickens
n A Christmas Carol by
Charles Dickens
n The House Without A
Christmas Tree  by Gail

Rock

n Christmas With The Kranks
– book: Skipping Christ-
mas by John Grisham
n The Christmas Wish by
Richard Siddoway
n The Best Christmas
Pageant Ever by Barbara
Robinson
n Die Hard – book: Nothing
Lasts Forever by Roderick
Thorp
n It’s A Wonderful Life –
book/story: The Greatest
Gift – Philip Van Doren Stern
n The Bishop’s Wife by Robert

Nathan
n The Gift Of The Magi
(story) by O. Henry
n Mickey’s Once Upon A
Christmas – book/story
The Gift of the Magi by O.
Henry

n Polar Express by Chris Van
Allsburg
n The Nutcracker –
book: The Nutcracker and
the Mouse King by E.T.A.
Hoffman

n Meet Me in St. Louis by
Sally Benson



O Holy Night remains one of the
world’s most beloved Christmas carols.
But in 1847 it started with a French
poem written by Placide Cappeau, a
wine merchant, mayor of the town, and
an occasional poet, who had been asked
by a parish priest to write a poem for
Christmas mass. In a dusty coach trav-
eling down a bumpy road to France’s
capital city, Cappeau considered the
priest’s request. Using the gospel of Luke
as his guide, Cappeau imagined wit-
nessing the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem.
Thoughts of being present on the

blessed night inspired him. By the time
he arrived in Paris, “Cantique de Noel”
had been completed.
Cappeau decided that his “Cantique

de Noel” was not just a poem, but a song
in need of a master musician’s hand.
Not musically inclined, the poet turned
to one of his friends, Adolphe Charles
Adams, for help, when he arrived in
Paris. Adolphe Adam composed the
music for the poem. Unitarian minister
John Sullivan Dwight, editor of
Dwight’s Journal of Music, created a

singing edition based on Cappeau’s
French text in 1855. In both the French
original and in the two familiar English
versions of the carol, the text reflects on
the birth of Jesus and of mankind’s re-
demption.
On December 24, 1906, Reginald

Fessenden, a Canadian inventor, broad-
cast the first AM radio program, which
included him playing “O Holy Night”
on the violin and singing the final verse.
The carol therefore was one of the first
pieces of music to be broadcast on
radio.

On December 24, 1906,
Reginald Fessenden, a
Canadian inventor, 
broadcast the first AM
radio program, which
included him playing 
“O Holy Night”. 
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“O HOLY NIGHT” (“CANTIQUE DE
NOËL”) WRITTEN BY CAPPEAU 

hymnhistory
by Cedric Austin

Other books of interest…

Long-Expected Jesus: An Advent Devotional
A Kansas City publishing company, The Foundry Pub-
lishing (formerly Nazarene Publishing House), has re-
cently released this devotional book which offers a

reading for each day from the first
Sunday in Advent until Christmas
day. Some authors offer warm per-
sonal experience, others teach us a
bit of Bible background. Every day

features a key scripture reading, with more scriptures
for those who want to immerse themselves deeper in
God’s Word. The book also includes weekly discussion

questions and family time prompts. This can be used
for personal devotions, for a family, in a small group,
or even in a church service—it’s created to be easily
adaptable. It’s available for individual or bulk pur-
chases through bookstores or at 1-800-877-0700.

Birth of the Chosen One
Each of the 54 pages in this 8” x 11” book is a delight
to the eyes and ears. Foremost, of course, is the story.
This is the story of Christ’s birth told in the voice of
the First Nations Version of the Bible, which is being
created by author Terry Wildman and a council of Na-
tive American and First Nations people, with support
from Wycliffe and OneBook.ca. If the story of the na-

tivity has grown old to you, this will
give you fresh insight. Each page is
also a treat to the eyes, thanks to
the wonderful illustrations by Ra-
mone Romero, an artist of indige-
nous descent. Even if you’re not First
Nations or Native American, reading

this book to your family each year along with your
normal scripture version would be a great tradition to
start. This is available through Amazon.com or
http://www.firstnationsversion.com/birth-of-the-cho-
sen-one/ You can find samples on their website or on
their Facebook page.
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Seasons Greetings, Everyone!
As I mentioned in my last column,

Christmas is our fam-
ily’s favorite season of
all. Over the last several
years we have waited
until Thanksgiving
night to begin putting
up Christmas decora-
tions. This year, we could not wait so we
put them up a week before. That is how
excited we were. We are creating our
own holiday traditions as we celebrate
the gift that keeps on giving, our Lord
and Savior, Jesus. I hope you all have an
amazing Christmas with family and
friends.

December New Releases

Project 86 - Sheep Among Wolves -
Independent
Crossing Worship - This Is Life - In-

dependent
Brooke Robertson - Have My Heart

EP - Independent

Decade The Halls, 
Vol 1 by Tenth Avenue North
Most of us have heard of Tenth Av-

enue North. Some of their greatest hits
are; By Your side, Love Is Here, You Are
More and I Have This Hope just to

name a few.
Now to add to
our list of fa-
vorite Christ-
mas tunes,
they have re-
leased a
C h r i s t m a s
album for our

listening and memory’s pleasure. It’s fair
to say that Tenth Avenue North had fun
creating their Christmas release this
year. The clear creative approach to this

album was spot on. In their 10-track
Christmas album, they explore the
styles and genres of music over the last
100 years, with each song encompassing
a different decade. I would encourage
you to get this
album and
have fun with
your family
trying to figure
out which
decade each
song is from.
This is defi-
nitely one of
the most mu-
sically absorb-
ing Christmas
releases I have
seen in a long
time, and I’m
thankful for!
You can check out Tenth Avenue
North’s music on all digital media out-
lets.

Lauren Daigle - Behold: A
Christmas Collection
Lauren Daigle led worship at her

church, became an American Idol con-
tender and
sang on an
EP a local
band was
recording. It
was that gig
that led to
an invita-
tion from
Centricity

Music to attend a retreat in Washington
State. When the lead singer of the band
had an emergency appendectomy,
Daigle stepped in and immediately im-
pressed label execs that encouraged her
to come to Nashville. Produced by Paul
Mabury (Brooke Fraser, Hillsong, One
Sonic Society), Daigle’s How Can It Be
is a compelling collection of songs that
celebrate God’s faithfulness with a sense
of wonder and awe. Atlanta-based

Daigle now delivers Behold, her first
Christmas album and second LP for the
Centricity label. Co-produced by Paul
Mabury and Jason Ingram, the album
offers soft jazz arrangements of a variety
of holiday standards from "O Holy
Night" to "Have Yourself a Merry Little
Christmas." Inspired by the jazz sounds
of her hometown of New Orleans, Be-
hold also includes a new song "Light of
the World," which was written by
Mabury and Ingram. You can find Lau-
ren Daigle’s music on all digital media
outlets.

Matt Redman - 
These Christmas Lights
It’s been a while since a top worship

artist has released a full-length album of
original Christmas music, and Matt
Redman’s Christmas album has been a
long, process involving a songwriting
retreat to Israel where he walked paths

and roads
that are so
familiar to
us in the
Christmas
story. Red-
man ex-
plains: “I
don’t just

want to just tell a story, I want to make
sure that we put ourselves in the story
too.” Not only do these songs make
great Christmas listening but Matt Red-
man’s Christmas album brings some
new life to familiar carols with songs
and original choruses for use in Christ-
mas worship services as well. “One of
my main aims during the adventure of
writing these songs was to not just tell
the old story, but to invite ourselves into
it. Some of the very best worship songs
move from a place of re-enactment to a
stage of realisation – in other words, not
just recounting what happened, but ac-
tually placing ourselves inside the story
and singing of what that means for you
and me, here and now.” You can find
Redman’s music on all digital media
outlets.

musicscene

The most wonderful time of the year

Cedric Austin

“This is
definitey
one of the
most 
musiclly
absorbing
Christmas 
releases I
have seen
in a long
time. ”
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CONVENIENT HELP IN YOUR HOME
IN EXCHANGE FOR ROOM RENTRe-
sponsible, female writer seeks a quiet
place in exchange for help. That help
could be running errands, cooking,
cleaning, typing, filing, computer/phone
work, marketing, writing, editing, etc.
Has a business, medical, and nursing
background. Would like to provide assis-
tance for 8 to 12 hours per week de-

pending on space provided. Due to aller-
gies, requests smoke and cat free.
Prefers single-family residence with a
female, couple, or family. No single
males please. References available.
Susan (650) 930-0406
PIANO, VOICE, GUITAR, AND MUSIC
THEORY LESSONS AVAILABLE. In-
structor teaches in a fun and meaning-
ful context. For more info. please call

Kathleen 913-206-2151 or email Klma-
muric@yahoo.com
WANTED: Prayer partners for monthly
Prayer for America meeting. 2nd Mon-
day at 10:30 am, Room 309. Pleasant
Valley Baptist Church, 1600 N 291 Hwy,
Liberty MO (I-35 & 291 Hwy)
NAT'L FEDERATED REPUBLICAN
WOMEN.  2nd Wednesday, 12:00 PM.
Summit Grill, 4835 NE Lakewood Way,

Lee's Summit, MO. We meet monthly to
be informed by elected officials & con-
servative leaders.   (816) 810-2521
DO YOU HAVE ANY:  high blood pres-
sure, diabetes, high cholesterol, joint
pain, IBS, Lupas, migraine headaches or
nerve pain.  I can help.  You can get free
sample of product to see if it helps.  Call
Blenda Dominick 816-518-2647.  Thanks

Place your classified ad with Metro Voice
CALL TODAY: 816.524.4522

the Spirit presence of God.
In the Gospel of Luke (1:67-80)

we read about another Zechariah
who prophecies identically of what
is to come. Filled with the Spirit, he
declares the salvation of the Lord is
coming and already in motion with
the announcement of his son in the
spirit of Elijah, Messiah's herald. He
is coming, the Messiah, the seed of
David, the one who forgives sins
and reveals the light of God.
So it was. Simeon held these

prophecies in his hands officiating
at a Pidyan Haben (the redemption
ceremony) 30 days after the birth of
a first-born son. 
Which son? He was the one that

was anticipated (Lk 1:31-33). Yes,
“his name shall be 'Jesus' for he shall
redeem his people”. His Hebrew
name is “Yeshua”, a form of the
name Yehoshua, or “Joshua”. The
Lord fulfills His promises to
Zechariah and Malachi. 
It should be noted that Yeshua

celebrates Hanukkah in John
10:22ff., or didn't you notice! Per-
haps Hanukkah is a Christian holi-
day?
If it were not for Hanukkah, there

would have been no Temple for the
Lord to return. If it were not for
Chanukah, there would be no re-
vealing of the light of the world.
Historically, if it were not for
Chanukah, there would be no
Christmas!
If it were not for the Jewish Mes-

siah there would be no salvation for
the Gentiles. Christmas celebrates
Israel's Messiah “a light for salvation
to the Gentiles and for glory to your
people Israel.” Apparently Christ-
mas is a Jewish holiday. Well, it
should be! Tell your kids when they
get their “toys” this year!
This “Christmas” perhaps we

need to ask once again, “Where is
the one who has been born “King of
the Jews”?

HANUKKAH
continued from page 12

asked Kimmel if the days of apolitical
late night comedians are over. Kimmel
responded, "Maybe we'll never go back.
Maybe the days of fun are over" —
brazenly admitting the comedic aspect
of late night comedy has been taken out.
He criticized Trump, "Everything Don-
ald Trump is doing and undoing is bad,
bad, bad, bad, and it seems so obvious,
and it's happening anyway."

Kimmel doesn't care that he's losing
Republican viewers. During an inter-
view with CBS last month, he said, "if
they're so turned off by my opinion on
health care and gun violence then I don't
know, I probably wouldn't want to have
a conversation with them anyway. Not
good riddance, but riddance."
Jimmy Fallon, who replaced Jay Leno

on "The Tonight Show," has kept that
show a little classier. When asked by
NBC's "Sunday Today" why he features
less Trump bashing than the other two

late night shows, he responded, "It's just
not what I do, I think it would be weird
for me to start doing it now. ... A lot of
[his] stuff is hard to make a joke about.
It's just too serious."
Previous late night-comedy hosts

were never this partisan. Johnny Carson
wisely told Barbara Walters in 1984, "I
think one of the dangers if you are a co-
median, which basically I am, is that if
you start to take yourself too seriously
and start to comment on social issues,
your sense of humor suffers some-

where."
Today's comedians are turning com-

edy into partisan talk shows. We don't
need anymore — especially on the left,
where there is a glut of them due to the
left-leaning slant of almost all news net-
works. These new late night comedians
aren't funny–they're downright rude.
Considering a large proportion of the
population that watches late night com-
edy are conservative, they are making a
big mistake.

COMEDIANS
continued from page 12

Refocusing on 
religious 
discrimination
(WNS)--Christians could soon have a

friend in the Education Department’s
Office of Civil Rights, a welcome change
from the previous administration. Pres-
ident Donald Trump nominated Ken-
neth Marcus to head the office, a post
he held during the George W. Bush ad-
ministration. Under President Barack
Obama, the Office of Civil Rights (OCR)
pushed pro-LGBT policies, most notably
expanding the
definition of
“sex” in Title
IX protections
to include
gender iden-
tity. Under
that guidance,
schools re-
ceiving federal
funds had to
open traditionally single-sex facilities,
like restrooms and locker rooms, to stu-
dents of the opposite sex. Education
Secretary Betsy DeVos rescinded that
policy shortly after taking over the de-
partment. If confirmed by the Senate,
Marcus likely will pursue discrimination
as zealously as his predecessor, but his
focus will be on groups the Obama ad-
ministration ignored.

newsbriefs

MARCUS



Don’t let winter
curb your exercise
Many people who spend the bulk

of the year happily jogging, biking
and hiking outdoors begin to curb
their activity at the first sign of frost.
But even if you workout indoors
during winter months, it pays to find
some snowy activities that can bring
you outside. Not only do most win-
tertime sports slaughter calories, the
double whammy of physical exercise
and sun exposure helps improve
mood, boost the immune system and
may even play a hand in preventing
long-term chronic illness.
  Exercise, whether indoors or out,

boosts serotonin levels — the brain
hormone associated with improved
mood, the absence of which is related
to depression. But that’s not all: im-
proved blood circulation from mod-
erate exercise can also jump-start the
immune system. In fact, a study from
the American Journal of Medicine
found that older women who walked
for 30 minutes each day for an entire
year reported half the number of sea-
sonal colds as did women who didn’t
exercise during the same period. Re-
searchers theorized that the increased
circulation of infection-fighting
white blood cells helped the active

Regardless of whether you manu-
ally file your own taxes from home,
use an online filing system, or work
with a tax preparer or accountant to
file your taxes, organization is key!
December is a great time to prepare
for 2018 tax season! 
  Collect all your tax documents in

one designated folder/binder/box/
drawer. You may also want to consider

storing these important documents in
a safe. Keep your personal and busi-
ness documents separate. Make pho-
tocopies of all your paper tax
documents as well. Another trick is to
use your smartphone to take pictures
of tax documents or relevant receipts
(i.e., a charitable donation receipt
from Goodwill) and then e-mail
yourself these pictures. Store and cat-
egorize these pictures in a password-
protected secure folder, Dropbox-like
storage program, or a secure cloud-
based online storage system. 

  In the January Metro Voice we’ll
continue on this topic, discuss in fur-
ther detail the best tech tools to help
keep you organized and get ahead for
the 2018 tax season.

As the end of the year approaches, people tend to look for
ways to cut their taxes by making charitable contributions and
putting more cash in tax-deferred retirement plans. It’s also a
great time to consider a smart estate-planning move: helping
your elderly parents inventory their possessions through a
“four boxes” system.
  A family inventory will not only tidy up their home, it can

help your mom and dad get their financial house in order, too.

What Estate Planning Is Really About
  Estate planning is about much more than wills and trusts.

It is also about preserving and understanding the life of a per-
son, in part through his or her possessions.
  There’s no question that cleaning house can be a tricky

project, especially if there is no move or downsize to prompt
it.
  Your elderly parents may question your motives, so make

it clear that the exercise is not about contemplating their
deaths or trying to get their assets. It’s about hearing the stories
and memories that go along with the possessions they’ve col-
lected over a lifetime, so you won’t have to play a guessing
game later about what is valuable, emotionally and financially.

The 4 Boxes Inventory System
Here’s how the “four boxes” organizing approach works:
Put four boxes in each room of your parent’s house:
1) “Keep Until I Die” For items with sentimental value, such

as family heirlooms, personal letters, wedding china and photo

albums.
2) “Appraise

and Sell” For
unwanted items
of value.
3) “Keep with

Me” For unsen-
timental items,
such as furni-
ture and art.
4) “Garage

Sale/Donate” For unwanted items.
Then, go room by room with your parents, sorting their

possessions.
For bigger items that won’t fit in boxes — like furniture, pi-

anos and workout equipment — consider putting pictures of
them on index cards and then dropping the cards in the ap-
propriate boxes.

My Mother and the 4 Boxes
  I went through this exercise with my mother two years ago

when, at age 89, she realized it was time to downsize from two
homes to one. The 10-hour drive between her places in
Delaware and South Carolina had become too much.
  In addition to dealing with the logistics involved in mov-

ing everything to her South Carolina home, we reviewed key
financial information, including her will, power of attorney,
living will, beneficiaries, retirement savings, budget and her
new cost of living. Then, we inventoried her possessions.
  Using the four boxes approach, it was amazing to unleash

the stories behind her acquisitions.

Having a life full of purpose is im-
portant for any age but especially
essential for a healthy lifestyle for
the Over 50s.  Having meaning and
joy in life and sensing your purpose
in God’s plan is crucial. 

As we age, many significant
events are likely to occur, which dra-
matically influence our life. Your life
WILL change and you will gradually
lose things that previously occupied
your time and gave your life pur-
pose. For example, you may change
jobs or retire. Your children might
head off to college or work, marry
and may move away and you may
become grandparents. You may also
experience physical changes too
which are signs to you that you’re
getting older.

  Now it’s time to focus on your-
self and those things that are im-
portant to you but also find where
you can serve in a new way and
make a difference for your church
or community. Rekindle those unful-
filled dreams. Later life can be a
time of exciting new adventures if
you let it.

  Reconnecting with your life pur-
pose and passions, your special gift-
ings in the Lord, and setting
important goals will empower you

thecaregiver
healthyliving

50+Lifestyles A Guide to Enjoying Life in the Best Years
Health • Finances • Events • Travel • & More!

moneymatters

Find a purpose

THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS FOR MAKING THIS SPECIAL GUIDE POSSIBLE.   CHECK BACK EACH MONTH FOR NEW TIPS.

Solar Power for Your 
Home and Church

816-874-7094

Nola Wood
Independent Health & Life 

Insurance Broker
816.761.9828 nola.wood@sbcglobal.net

Business owners/self employed/
individual health insurance 

Email, call or Facebook! Dental, vision,
or life insurance quote

FOUR BOXES HELP ESTATE PLANNING

Sponsor this spot 
for just $19 per month 

when you run 
12 issues.

Get organized for tax season - now

See EXERCISE page 23

See CAREGIVER on page 23
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group retain their health throughout
the year.
  Sun exposure also helps, in small

doses. We often neglect time spent in
daylight during the winter months,
but the sun’s rays also work to boost
our mood and immunity. Y o u
only need 15 minutes of sun expo-
sure per day to get a sufficient
amount of vitamin D, which im-
proves immune system health and
helps the body properly absorb cal-
cium, building strong bones (the Na-
tional Osteoporosis recommends
400 to 800 IU of vitamin D for adults
under age 50 — and 800 to 1,000 IU
for those over 50 — as a central part
of its prevention strategy). 

  What’s more, sun exposure is as-
sociated with other hormones (de-
spite its name, vitamin D is actually
a prohormone, not a vitamin):
dopamine and serotonin. Sunlight
stimulates the same neurotransmit-
ters as anti-
depressants
do and is
especially
valuable for
the four to
six percent
of the U.S.
population
who suffer
from Seasonal Affective Disorder or
SAD — a season-specific episode of
depression-like symptoms. The
added time in the sunlight even helps
improve sleep, by regulating the
body’s melatonin production, which

controls its circadian rhythm. Just be
sure to wear adequate sun protec-
tion, including sunscreen and sun-
glasses; not only are winter rays
strong enough to burn, their reflec-
tion in white snow actually com-

pounds the
s t rength ,
p u t t i n g
snowbirds
at even
greater risk
of damage. 

N o n e
of this
sounds like

an improvement over the balmy jogs
and swims of summer, but it turns
out that from a weight management
and fitness standpoint, there are few
exercises more effective than regular
walks or jogs in the winter sun.

EXERCISE
continued from page 22

  “Tell me about this piece,” I would
say to her, sparking tales about how
she got certain pieces and the role each
one played in her life.  Without going
through this process, I would have
missed out on hearing the stories that
will now become part of my family’s
legacy.
  The final step was selling my

mother’s home. The proceeds from

the sale helped supplement her retire-
ment income, providing comfort that
— at nearly 90 years old — her cash
flow would continue.
I encourage you to consider how a

four boxes inventory might be helpful
to your family. The process can actu-
ally be a bonding experience and help
prompt a re-assessment of savings
during the later years of a parent’s re-
tirement.

– Holly Kylen is a financial advisor
with ING Financial Partners.

CAREGIVER
continued from page 22

Strang says that he believed Trump
"has the makings to be a great leader"
and "a great president," then added the
caveat that he still has to "definitely
grow into the job."
"But I believe that God raises up peo-

ple in times of crisis, and I believe our
country is in a time of crisis," said
Strang, who believed that Trump
seemed fit for the job due to his appar-
ent ability to be unphased by the "on-
slaught" of criticism he gets.

An unexpected candidate
In his book, Strang noted the gradual

rising support for Trump among evan-
gelical leaders, saying that during the
Republican primary he had originally
endorsed Senator Ted Cruz of Texas.
"I supported [Cruz] up until the day

he dropped out," ex-
plained Strang, noting
that once Sen. Cruz
dropped out he "immedi-
ately endorsed Trump."
"I was not a Trump sup-

porter to start with. My
image of him was, you
know, what I picked up in
the media. I rather expected,
as a lot of evangelical leaders
did, that his campaign would
implode at some point."
Strang said that his support for

Trump came in part because "some
Christian leaders that I respected were
meeting with him, they were praying
with him."

A flawed, yet changing president
Strang referenced the Rev. Franklin

Graham when speaking about his ulti-
mate conclusion that evangelical voters
had no better option when it came to
the 2016 general election.
"Like Franklin Graham said, we're

not electing a pastor-in-chief, we're
electing a commander-in-chief," said
Strang, noting that many past presi-
dents were "absolutely imperfect."
Strang believed that a decade ago

"Trump cleaned up his act" and has
been "certainly moving in our direc-
tion" when it comes to both public pol-
icy and personal practices.
"He seems to have changed a lot. He

enjoys being around Christians, he en-
joys being prayed for," continued
Strang.
Strang felt that "beyond the fact that

somebody might not like his latest
tweet," Trump "has matured"
and "is acting more presiden-
tial."
In his book, Strang em-

phasized the notion of God
raising up specific people to
do His will and mentioned
that it was possible that de-
spite his flaws, Trump was
being chosen to do impor-
tant things.
"I believe that there was

a spiritual aspect to this
election," noted Strang. "I felt that the
story needed to be put on the record
and the secular books written about the
election don't go into the spiritual as-
pect at all."
"I tried not to be too dogmatic in the

book, to say it's this way or the highway.

I put in some disclaimers about, you
know, we don't know yet how it's going
to end with Trump, but what I did was
I tried to connect dots."
Other Republican candidates were

"too nice" to be able to "stand to the on-
slaught that is happening against
Trump now," argued Strang, who felt
they would have "just folded."

A welcoming leader
When it came to evangelical out-

reach by the Trump Administration,
Strang echoed the sentiments of other
conservative Christian leaders that the
president has given evangelicals un-
precedented access to the White House.
As with others, Strang believed that

this access and influence was even
greater than times when devout evan-
gelicals like George W. Bush or Jimmy
Carter were in office.
Strang says that he felt a part of it was

seen in the personality of Trump, con-
trasting his experience of interviewing
Bush with his interviewing Trump.
"I had the opportunity to interview

George W. Bush once with six other
Christian journalists. And, there was
nothing really wrong with the inter-
view, but, it seemed to me that he
would have rather been somewhere
else," recalled Strang.
"Contrast that to my interview with

Trump, which I write about in the
book, in which for the ten minutes I
had with him he was absolutely fo-
cused, he was respectful, he gave me
good answers, he showed a nice side of
himself that I wasn't really expecting."
Strang felt past presidents, including

Carter and Bush, "were never really

comfortable with the evangelical com-
munity. They would woo the votes and
then kind of go on their way."
"His faith advisory board is still very

strong, it's not just something he did
during the election," said Strang, who
in his book detailed many policy efforts
appealing to Christians.
Strang also referenced an event fea-

turing dozens of evangelical leaders at
the White House in which the president
appeared to go beyond mere formality
in welcoming them.

"People who were there said they ex-
pected Trump to say something nice
and then leave, but he sat there the
whole evening, because he seemed to
enjoy it, he seemed to be comfortable
with it," explained Strang.

God and Donald Trump includes a
foreword written by former Arkansas
Governor Mike Huckabee and was
published Nov. 7 by FrontLine, which
is an imprint of Charisma House Book
Group.
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STRANG
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A group of evangelical leaders lay hands
on President Donald Trump and pray
over him at a White House Oval Office

meeting on Monday, July 10, 2017.

community American Sign Lan-
guage, English, and basic life skills—
an ambition that is no easy feat.
“Experts say that if you’re not ex-

posed to language by age 7, the lan-
guage center in your brain is closed,”
says Buchholz. “Some of these guys
are in their 40s and 50s, but we can’t
give up. No matter what science or
statistics say, language is everything.
Language is freedom.”
The average deaf church draws be-

tween 20 to 25 members. Deaf Inter-
national Community Church,
however, averages 80 attendees on
Sunday mornings and has 130 mem-
bers, making it one of the largest deaf
churches in the world.
Buchholz also is the co-founder of

Deaf International, an organization
that includes a community of Chris-
tians who promote human rights for
deaf people around the world. Their
largest project is the Deaf Refugee
Center, which currently serves over 52
refugees and their families. Though
Buchholz and her team of volunteers
help refugees navigate the citizenship
process, their first priority is making
sure their students learn to commu-
nicate their most rudimentary needs.
“We needed to make sure they

could tell us if they were hungry or in
pain. We needed to teach them how
to recite their name and address in

case they got lost,” says Buchholz, not-
ing that they even tackle common-
sense issues such as looking out for
cars before crossing the street.
The Deaf Refugee Center supplies

the refugees and their families with
hygiene products and would like to
eventually provide clothes, household
furnishings and mattresses.
“We have had terrible issues with

bed bugs because if they see a free
mattress, they grab it, not under-
standing that it’s likely infested,” says
Buchholz, noting it all goes back to
the importance of language acquisi-
tion.
One day a week, Buchholz holds

formal instruction for the deaf
refugees on reading and writing Eng-
lish. On Sundays, they practice their
socialization and signing skills at
church. In addition, one day a week
Buchholz takes them to run errands.
After years of patient work with

Buchholz, Guman no longer sits and
stares. Though he may not construct
perfect grammatical sentences, he
now can share his stories. And that
makes Buchholz wildly proud.
“These people come from a culture

where they think being deaf is a curse
and makes them less than,” says Buch-
holz. “We are here to build them up as
much as possible. Each of them has
dreams, but they had to push those
dreams aside long ago. I want them to
start dreaming again.”

– Christy Heitger-Ewing writes for 
Outreach magazine.

REFUGEES
continued from page 1

There are few 
exercises more 

effective than regular
walks or jogs 
in the winter sun
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