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Adoptive father of 6 wows America’s
Got Talent judges
When Michael Ketterer walked on

stage to audition for America’s Got
Talent, he had no idea what would hap-
pen next.
The pediatric nurse and part-time

worship leader blew the audience away
with a soulful rendition of “To Love
Somebody” by Bee Gees.
Executive producer and judge Simon

Cowell was so impressed by Letterer’s
performance and obvious talent, he
gave him the coveted golden buzzer —
which will send him straight to the live
shows for a chance to win $1 million.
“That was like — that’s like the

dream right?” Ketterer said in an inter-
view. “Simon Cowell is just a great guy
and so for him to tell me that I did a
great job and hit the golden buzzer and
to give me that hug, it meant the world.”
But it wasn’t the money Letterer was

thinking about when he received a
standing ovation on the talent show. He
was thinking about his six young chil-
dren, most of whom he and his wife
Ivey adopted.
“I’d love to get a house for my fami-

ly,” he explained. “I want to get a house
that’s really handicap accessible for my
son.”
His son Rodgrigo has cerebral palsy, a

result of severe physical abuse as a child.
He, like his other siblings, got a new

chance at life when the Ketterers took
him in.
Ketterer and his wife decided to

adopt after she nearly died while giving
birth to their daughter.
“We weren’t going to go through that

again,” he shared.
It wasn’t long before their little girl

began to have dreams of three young
boys.
“After two years of those repetitive

dreams we started to pay attention,”
Ketterer said.
Pay attention they did. The couple

decided to adopt five children and their
lives have never been the same since.
“Because we said ‘yes’ to adopting,

we’ve been able to be front row to so
many miraculous things that have
taken place,” Ketterer said.
Those miracles include their son

Rodrigo, whose cerebral palsy was sup-
posed to leave him blind, mute, and
unable to form relationships.
Today he can see, eat, love, and is

even learning to walk.
“I want people to look at me and see

my family and be inspired and become
a healthy foster family, or in some way
give a part of their lives to these kids,”
Ketterer said.
He also wants to raise awareness

about pediatric mental health, his spe-
cialty as a nurse.
“There’s still such a huge stigma

around that,” he explained. “Mental
health is not always the same and a lot
of time the parents are the ones who get
blamed.”
Ketterer hopes his story will inspire

fathers everywhere to love their chil-
dren, even if it means sacrificing some
of their dreams. For him, it was sacrific-
ing his dream of pursuing music full-
time.
“When my children came into my

life I had to learn what it looked like to
lay that down..to lay my own dreams
down,” he shared.
Yet, Ketterer believes it’s critical for

children to watch their fathers work
hard to achieve their dreams, even if
that dream looks different than before.
“That will only inspire your own

children…They’ll say, ‘If my dad is
doing it then why can’t I?'”
It’s a message that rings true for

Ketterer and his children today.
The soft-spoken singer has been

practicing regularly for his big day on
the live stage.
When he gets there, he plans on just

being himself regardless of what they
see as his talent.
“When you’re real and honest…

thats not a scary thing,” Ketterer said.

–By Emily Jones

Adoptive father of 6 wows America’s Got Talent judges

Adopt Kansas Kids works to connect foster and approved adoptive families with children throughout Kansas who 
need adoption. This service is provided by the Kansas Children’s Service League through a contract with the 

Kansas Department for Children and Families (DCF).

l www.adoptKSkids.org      l 877-457-5430     

Every child deserves a loving, caring home.  A family they can call their own. 
A place where they belong. With people who will be there for them always.

Too often we think that the mis-
sion field in some far off country.
We forget about the need happen-
ing in our backyards.  Children,
through no fault of their own, con-
tinue to be caught in the crossfire
of a broken world, left absent of
any parents or rel-
atives able to take
care of them.
Across Kansas
and Missouri, the
need for loving,
stable homes and families has
never been greater or more criti-
cal. 
As of September 2017, there

were more than 6,500 kids on both
sides of the state line in the KC
metro area in Foster Care with
thousands less available foster
homes.  Only a few lucky ones are
able to find the family and commu-
nity of support they need from indi-
vidual foster parents, ministries
like Show-Me, or other similar
organizations. Here, they are fed,
housed, educated and given loving
environments in which to thrive–
things that most of us take for

granted. That’s why coming along
side these organizations is crucial.
Without new foster parents or

additional resources for organiza-
tions like Show-Me, many of these
kids’ childhoods will be spent
bouncing from place to place try-

ing to find the help
they so desper-
ately need. In their
mission at Show-
Me, the Whitefield
kids learn one of

the most important lessons: as
Christians, we are ALL called to
missions – to reflect God’s love to
those around us.  But, missions
can simply be doing the ordinary
things we do for ourselves – like
cooking a meal, sharing our
resources, planting flowers, or
watching a child – to help others.
God does not require a unique skill
set, only a willing heart.  Right
now, there are hurting children in
our neighborhoods who need
someone they can trust to show
them Christ’s love through a family.  

Is that someone, YOU?

The Mission Field in OUR
Own Neighborhoods

74.2M children in US
427,910 in Foster Care
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My name is Stacey Cowan and my hus-
band’s name is Jerry. We have 12 kids all
together, (his, mine and those we have
adopted.) 
Right now, we only have 7 of them that

still live at home. Paul is 15 (Jerry’s son),
then Marshall 14, Alexus 10, Hailey 7,
MaKayla 7, Chance 5 and Hayden 2 1/2
(who are all adopted.) Marshall, Alexus
and Hailey are all half siblings. They are
Jerry’s sister’s children. MayKayla, Chance
and Hayden are also half siblings. 
We adopted Chance first in Feb. of

2016. With Marshall, Alexus and Hailey
being adopted in June of 2016. MaKayla
and Hayden were just adopted this
month.
It all started when we originally had

Marshall and Alexus in 2010, back when
they first were placed in foster care. We
weren’t foster parents at that time as they
were just in family placement with us.
Once they got reintegrated with their
mom, we kicked around the idea of taking
the MAPP classes and becoming foster
parents. 
We really liked the aspect of being able

to help kids until they could return to
their homes. We knew we could offer
them love, structure and the stability they
need. So we signed up with TFI, took the
classes and became a licensed foster home
December of 2011. We got our very first
foster kids (a brother and sister) the same
day we got our foster care license, which
just happened to be two days before
Christmas. S
o I called my two grown daughters,

gave them some money, and sent them
shopping for Christmas gifts!!! We never
had planned on adopting when we started
this journey, it just kind of happened.
When you have a child placed in your
home for months/years they become a
part of your family and your heart. You
love them like your own. When they don’t

end up getting reintegrated back to their
bio family, for us it was only natural to
adopt them.
I believe adoption has made our family

stronger and closer in ways. It takes the
entire family, extended family as well to
make it all work. We are lucky in that our
ENTIRE family has embraced each and
every one of the kids with open arms into
our family. 
I feel as if we have an even stronger

family bond then we did before. We can
definitely say adoption is very near and
dear to us. We now have 6 beautiful kids
that we love with all our heart that we
wouldn’t have, had we not adopted them.
Through adoption kids that may not have
had a family and home of their own, now
do. We couldn’t even imagine our life
without them in it.
In the end, everyone is great! We had

the kids in placement with us for such a
long time that them being adopted isn’t
much different than what it was before, at
least not for them. For us we know that
they are now officially forever our chil-
dren. When MaKayla found out we finally
had a court date to finalize the adoptions
she was so excited, jumping up and down
with a huge smile on her face!
We have heard so many of our

friends/family say they would love to
adopt or do foster care, but say they not
sure they would be good at it. ANYONE
that has a love for children can foster or
adopt. We aren’t perfect parents. 
We make mistakes and do the wrong

thing at times. But that is no different
than it is with any other family. It has been
a blessing for us and I wouldn’t change it
for anything in the world. We love every
single one of our 12 kids, bio, step or
adopted makes no difference!

– AdoptKansasKids.org
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A firefighter who was praying for a
third child with his wife had his prayers
answered when he was allowed to adopt a
baby girl he delivered during an emer-
gency call.
Now, six years after Marc Hadden of

Myrtle Beach, S.C., helped deliver the
baby he and his wife, Rebecca, say she
continues to be a blessing in their lives.
"I will never forget that day. It was a day

when a lot of things came full circle,"
Hadden told CNN.
A call had been made about a woman

who was experiencing severe abdominal
pain. When they got to the scene they
realized the woman was in labor and she
gave birth in the back of the ambulance.
"It was a pretty serious call for us," he

told Today. "We got her on some oxygen,
started some IVs, and literally as we were
getting ready to leave the parking lot in
the ambulance my partner said, 'We're
about to deliver a baby right here.' We had
no time to prepare. Before we could do
anything — we hadn't even cut her
clothes — Gracie came right out.
Immediately she was handed to me."
"We went from caring for one patient

to two: the woman and the baby," he told
CNN.
While he was at the hospital on Nov.

14, 2011, the day Grace was born, Hadden
learned the woman who gave birth may
have been homeless and she wanted to
give the child up for adoption.
Hadden told doctors he would like to

be baby Grace's father, and when he told

his wife about the newborn her response
was: "Can we keep her?"
It was perfect timing. The Haddens,

who had two sons at the time, were look-
ing to adopt a third child because they
were unable to have more children.
"We had prayed about it for so long,"

the firefighter said. "We wanted to adopt
because we were unable to have more
kids. We always dreamed of adopting a
little girl."
Two days after her birth, Hadden and

his wife took her home from the hospital.
In March 2012 they were given full cus-
tody of the child they now affectionately

call Gracie.
"To see my wife's face light up when we

brought Gracie home. I can't even begin
to tell you. ..." Hadden told CNN.
Gracie, who is now 6, is a budding

gymnast and soccer player. Her older
brothers Will, 15, and Parker, 13, made
her a part of the family from the moment
their parents brought her home.
Her family has already told her about

the story of her birth and they plan to
make sure she fully understands how she
came into their lives as she grows older.
"She knows the entire story, but we

know we'll have to reinforce it as she
becomes older and becomes more cog-
nizant of everything around her,"
Hadden told CNN.
"She's a special person," he said. "We

know it and she knows it."
The Myrtle Beach Fire Department

named Hadden Firefighter of the Year in
2011 when Gracie was born. At 48, he is
now retired from the department and
works on a volunteer basis.
"Every day I look forward to waking

her up, getting her ready for school, then
picking her up later on," said Hadden. "I
am living the best days of my life. She
contributed to all of our lives."

Firefighter adopt baby he delivered on emergency call
By Leonardo Blair


