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MARRIAGE
Isn’t For You
by Seth Adam Smith

Having been married only a year
and a half, I’ve recently come to the
conclusion that marriage isn’t for me.
Now before you start making assumptions, keep reading.
I met my wife in high school when we
were 15 years old. We were friends for ten
years until…until we decided no longer
wanted to be just friends. :) I strongly recommend that best friends fall in love.
Good times will be had by all.

See our
Christmas
Guide!
PAGE 8

Transformation sought for troubled area Atheist Christmas?

MANY WORK TO REVIVE CITYÊS MOST UNHEALTHY NEIGHBORHOOD

Nevertheless, falling in love with my
best friend did not prevent me from having certain fears and anxieties about getting married. The nearer Kim and I
approached the decision to marry, the
more I was filled with a paralyzing fear.
Was I ready? Was I making the right

n Please see MARRIAGE page 2

The highest crime rate in the city, the
highest child-in-need-of-care reporting in
the county, arson-burnt homes, rampant
crime and the sound of gunfire – these are
among the challenges facing Sally Zellers
as she heads up the Neighborhood
Empowerment and Transformation
Reach (Net Reach) ministry sponsored by
the Topeka Rescue Mission. The ministry
is housed in the former East Avondale
School building in the Hi-Crest area. The
ministry was located there precisely
because of the above-mentioned problems.
The effort is among the latest initiatives
to target the Hi-Crest neighborhood, an
area bounded roughly by S.E. 29th, S.E.
37th, S.E. Adams and S. Kansas Avenue.
City leaders have said for some time that

The former East Avondale School is ground zero
for the neighborhood transformation effort

Hi-Crest has a disproportionate rate of
poverty and crime. There is a 92% poverty rate for children in the area. The
Avondale East Elementary School, 455
S.E. Golf Park, which was closed at the end
of the 2011-2012 academic year, has
become ground zero in efforts to address
the needs of the area.

The former school building is also home
to several other local social service agencies,
and they are trying to make a difference in
the quality of life for those in the Hi-Crest
area. There are also gathering areas in the
building for boys and girls of all ages.

n Please see TRANSFORMATION page 3

It’s beginning to look a lot like
Christmas, and it’s not just Christians
turning December into a festive month
of themed décor, gift giving and mailboxes packed with greeting cards.
A new study by LifeWay Research
reveals that nine in 10 Americans (91
percent) personally celebrate Christmas
and those aren’t all self-identified
Christians. A majority of agnostics or
those claiming no preference (89 percent), individuals claiming other religions (62 percent), and even atheists (55
percent) celebrate Christmas along with
97 percent of Christians.
Nearly half of all households attend
special church services on Christmas Eve
or Christmas, including 2 percent of
atheists, 9 percent of agnostics , and 22
percent of those claiming other religions.
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Still the one….

Affordable Care Act:
The President’s Big Fix
Scott Day

Last week, President Obama apologized
to the nation and offered to “fix” the problem of canceled policies by allowing State
Insurance Commissioners and health
insurance carriers to
have the option of not
having to terminate
these plans. He said,
“The Affordable Care
Act would NOT be
the cause of these canc e l l a t i o n s .”
Again...this is not
Day
100% accurate.
A little background information...the
ACA was passed on March 23, 2010. The
law allowed for plans purchased prior to
this date to be considered as a “grandfathered” plan. Plans purchased after this
date are considered as “non-grandfathered” plans. “Grandfathered” plans are
not required to meet the new ACA
requirements...specifically the Essential
Health Benefits (EHB) requirements. Now
in the summer of 2010...two things were
announced by Health & Human Services
(HHS) and the IRS. HHS announced the
requirements of maintaining your “grandfather” status and the IRS in the Federal
Register announced they were expecting
over 7 million individual policies to be
cancelled and that 66% of small employer
groups would terminate.
The “grandfather” status regulations are
so restrictive that it is very hard for individuals and small groups to maintain the status. If you changed your copay by more
than $5, if you raised your deductible by
$200 or more, if employers increased the
premium sharing with employees by 5%,
and etc. These changes would cause you to
lose your “grandfather” status and now
your plan will have to conform to the new
EHB requirements when it renews in
2014. So if you made any changes...most
common is to raise your deductible at
renewal...you probably already lost your
“grandfather” status and your plan is now
non-compliant and is required by the ACA
to be terminated.
Now some carriers changed your plans

without your even knowing it at your first
renewal in 2011. They made the switch
and terminated the grandfather
plans...prepping to make the move to the
new ACA requirements which require
them to accept all applications without
asking any health questions. But there are
still
“grandfathered”
plans
in
existence...but because of the restrictive
rules on maintaining your “grandfathered” status...these plans have become
very expensive (you can’t raise your
deductible very much or change your
copays) and they are being terminated by
customers due to cost.
Remember...any plan purchased after
March 23, 2010 is already not “grandfathered” and never complied with the
ACA...these plans have always been targeted to be terminated. I became aware of
this situation at least two years ago. It has
been common knowledge in the insurance
industry...and the recent announcements
of over 5 million cancellations has not
been a surprise to anyone...we knew the
cancellations were coming...and so did the
government.
So what is happening in KS and the
nation with these cancellations? In KS,
there were approximately 9,500 terminations by BCBS of KS. These would be policies that either never met “grandfather”
status or they had lost their “grandfather”
status. These plans were required by the
ACA to be terminated because they did
not meet the EHB requirements under the
law. BCBS was only complying with the
law.
Insurance Commissioner Sandy
Praeger elected to allow BCBS the option
of not terminating the policies if they
wanted to. BCBS recently announced that
they will not terminate these policies...they
will keep them on the “books” for one
more year. The President put the
Insurance Commissioner and BCBS in the
situation of taking all the “blame” if they
didn’t allow the policies to continue. This
was not an acceptable risk.
This move costs BCBS...they have to
stop and reverse these terminations, send
out new letters explaining what is happening, suddenly go through a renewal

process...as their plans renew on January 1.
PLUS, they have to continue with the
enrollments required under ACA...no easy
task...and it costs money to do all this.
BCBS expected these 9500 policies to end
and then to enroll in new ACA plans...now
they are not. This will affect premium rates
next year. The premium rates that were
produced for 2014 were in part based on
this assumption...and now these people
are not purchasing these plans.
Why are other states allowing the terminations to take place? Pure and
simple...they cannot afford to due to their
large number of cancellations. California
had 1 million of the terminations by themselves. Colorado had 250,000 cancellations. Allowing these policies to be reinstated would be devastating to the new
ACA plans. Adverse selection (enrolling
too many high claim patients) would
cause the new plans to skyrocket next year.
They need the canceled policyholders to
move into the new ACA plans.
This issue will continue into next year.
BCBS will have to terminate the policies
again next year. Coventry’s block of business renews next December 2014...they
will have to terminate all their plans at that
time to comply with the law. So we will see
many more terminations in KS next year.
This is not a surprise.
Network update from last month’s article...St. Francis Hospital in Topeka has
been included in the BCBS of KS SELECT
network. This is good news for Topekan’s
as I had written that they could unwittingly lose their hospital if they chose the
SELECT network...this is not an issue now.
The Out of Network issue is now a nonissue with the SELECT network. The
Coventry POS network...still doesn’t cover
Stormont-Vail Hospital. Coventry’s PPO
network does cover both hospitals in
Topeka.

About the author...Scott Day is coowner of Day Insurance Solutions, LLC, a
Topeka health insurance agency. He serves
as Commissioner on the Kansas State
Employees Health Care Commission and
also serves as the President of the Kansas
Association of Health Underwriters.

Sandra J. Miburn, the Hutchinson News/

Pat Peschka is 90, but she still works at the Lifestyles desk as a news clerk at the
Hutchinson News in Hutchinson, Kan. She writes up church notes, wedding, engagement and anniversary announcements and 80th birthday announcements

MARRIAGE

continued from page 1

choice? Was Kim the right person to
marry? Would she make me happy?
Then, one fateful night, I shared these
thoughts and concerns with my dad.
Perhaps each of us have moments in
our lives when it feels like time slows down
or the air becomes still and everything
around us seems to draw in, marking that
moment as one we will never forget.
My dad giving his response to my concerns was such a moment for me. With a
knowing smile he said, “Seth, you’re being
totally selfish. So I’m going to make this
really simple: marriage isn’t for you. You
don’t marry to make yourself happy, you
marry to make someone else happy. More
than that, your marriage isn’t for yourself,
you’re marrying for a family. Not just for
the in-laws and all of that nonsense, but
for your future children. Who do you
want to help you raisethem? Who do you
want to influence them? Marriage isn’t for
you. It’s not about you. Marriage is about
the person you married.”
It was in that very moment that I knew
that Kim was the right person to marry. I
realized that I wanted to make her happy;
to see her smile every day, to make her
laugh every day. I wanted to be a part of
her family, and my family wanted her to
be a part of ours. And thinking back on all
the times I had seen her play with my

nieces, I knew that she was the one with
whom I wanted to build our own family.
My father’s advice was both shocking
and revelatory. It went against the grain of
today’s “Walmart philosophy”, which is if
it doesn’t make you happy, you can take it
back and get a new one.
No, a true marriage (and true love) is
never about you. It’s about the person you
love—their wants, their needs, their
hopes, and their dreams. Selfishness
demands, “What’s in it for me?”, while
Love asks, “What can I give?”
Some time ago, my wife showed me
what it means to love selflessly. For many
months, my heart had been hardening
with a mixture of fear and resentment.
Then, after the pressure had built up to
where neither of us could stand it, emotions erupted. I was callous. I was selfish.
But instead of matching my selfishness,
Kim did something beyond wonderful—
she showed an outpouring of love. Laying
aside all of the pain and aguish I had
caused her, she lovingly took me in her
arms and soothed my soul.
I realized that I had forgotten my dad’s
advice. While Kim’s side of the marriage
had been to love me, my side of the marriage had become all about me. This awful
realization brought me to tears, and I
promised my wife that I would try to be
better.
To all who are reading this article—
married, almost married, single, or even
the sworn bachelor or bachelorette—I
want you to know that marriage isn’t for
you. No true relationship of love is for
you. Love is about the person you love.
And, paradoxically, the more you truly
love that person, the more love you
receive. And not just from your significant
other, but from their friends and their
family and thousands of others you never
would have met had your love remained
self-centered.
Truly, love and marriage isn’t for you.
It’s for others.
This post originally appeared on
ForwardWalking.com, a website dedicated to helping people move forward
in life.

Marriage is about family.
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Sally Zellers heads up NetReach

continued from page 1

Barry Feaker, executive director of the
Topeka Rescue Mission, says he is “tired of
running out of room” at the mission. And
while there are plans under way once
again to expand, he also wants to do more
to address the homeless problem at its
roots. NetReach is the vehicle he is working through to do just that.
Feaker talks about the “four pillars” that
people need in their life: 1) Safety, 2)
Love/Acceptance/Trust, 3) a Life Purpose
and 4) a sense of belonging, or community. These are the areas NetReach will focus
on.
Other organizations from outside the
area have been helping as well, including
Faith Family Life Centre, Fellowship Bible
Church, Topeka Storm, the Safe Streets
Halloween event

Coalition, Community Resources Council
and Let’s Help, in addition to congrega-

tions in the area.
Ministry workers have been going door
to door, meeting and talking with the residents, trying to find out what help is
needed, and looking for new ways to meet
those needs.
They are also trying to build a sense of
community among residents there, with
initiatives such as Saturday evening community meals. Now that the weather is
colder, the meals have moved indoors to
the old school gym. Other activities have
included talent shows, concerts and
Halloween events.
“Getting to know area residents and
gaining their trust is key,” said Zellers, “so
that they know we are there for the long
haul, and that we really want to help.”
There are many homeless in the area,

Zellers said, although some actually have a
roof over their head. Many, however, do
without electricity and/or running water.
Other families consist of teenagers raising
other children in unsanitary conditions,
and many have serious problems like cancer or drug addiction. A sizeable number
have little or no English language skills.
Though the problems seem overwhelming, there are dozens and dozens of
folks pitching in to help change things. If it
can be done here, they say, then it can be
duplicated in other areas as well.
There are many ways to get involved:
monthly task force meetings, neighborhood dinners, sports camps,"Doxazo”
youth & children’s camps, first aid stations,

Doxazo
camp

computer training, mentoring, painting,
landscaping and many more. Donations
of physical items as well as monetary are
needed.
For more information and to find out
how you can help, call Zellers at 783-2535
or email szellers@netreachtopeka.org.

Senate Dems urge Obama to approve Keystone XL pipeline
by Michal Bastach

The Daily Caller — President Obama
boasted last week that the U.S. now produces more oil domestically than it
imports, partly crediting his administration’s policies aimed at lowering the country’s reliance on foreign oil. While this was
welcome news to many in his party, Obama
was still hit by Senate Democrats for failing
to approve the Keystone XL pipeline.
“Unfortunately it doesn’t appear that
anyone from the administration has ever
gone up to see the oil sands and so I would
challenge the administration to go up and
see the oil sands,” said North Dakota
Democratic Sen. Heidi Heitkamp in a
video by the Pro-Keystone group Oil Sands
Fact Check. “Go up and see what’s happening and go up and think about the potential of an energy independent North
America.”
“It just makes sense,” added West
Virginia Democratic Sen. Joe Manchin.
“First of all, our friendliest nation Canada
has oil. They’re going to produce it and
they’re going to sell it. And I’d rather buy it
from my friends than my enemies. So this
is more of a security thing.”
Keystone’s approval has been in limbo
for more than five years. It has been heavily
opposed by environmentalists who argue
that the project would contribute to global
warming and that oil spills threaten the
environment in the pipeline’s path.
The pipeline would bring 830,000 barrels of oil per day from the tar sands oil field
in Alberta, Canada to Texas refineries on
the Gulf Coast. Pipeline proponents argue
that the project would create jobs and move
the U.S. toward greater energy independence.
“This is a bipartisan effort by all of us,”
said Alaska Senator Mark Begich, a
Democrat. “There’s no question — this is
about jobs for America; about jobs that will
not only will happen during construction
season but throughout the period of time
afterwards when it’s refined and utilized in
our markets.”

Earlier this summer, Obama said that he
would only approve the pipeline if it did
not significantly add to U.S. carbon dioxide
emissions — which his own State
Department said it wouldn’t.
Environmentalists have funded studies
that show the pipeline would raise U.S. carbon emissions and, therefore, fails Obama’s
climate test. One study by the Sierra Club
argues that tar sands oil is the world’s “dirtiest” source of oil in terms of carbon emissions.
“Keystone XL is a climate disaster. The
president set a tough climate test for the
pipeline, which it clearly fails to pass. There
is no wiggle room here, Mr. President,” said
Michael Brune, the club’s executive director.
However, this report runs up against an
earlier analysis from the State Department
which found that the pipeline would not

To Judge a Book by Its Cover…

3

MISS KANSAS COMMENTS ON LEAKED EMAIL
Theresa Marie Vail

Circulating every news outlet is the
leaked email from Colonel Lynette
Arnhart, suggesting that the Army use
“average-looking” women in its marketing
efforts. Colonel Arnhart was in charge of
gender-integration studies and how best
to integrate women into combat roles.
From her email she is quoted as saying, “In
general, ugly women are perceived as
competent while pretty women are perceived as having used their looks to get
ahead.” She goes on to say, “It might
behoove us to select
more average looking
women for our comms
strategy.”
In the days following
this leaked email, Col.
Arnhart received severe
backlash for her words.
My question is, why?
What her critics fail to see
is that she was only
speaking the truth; the
truth about our society as
a whole. Does it make it
right that the Army actually curtails its marketing
to this? Of course not,
and I’m as disappointed
as anybody. BUT, the
truth is, she’s right. Our
society sees “pretty”
women in high positions
and assumes she’s slept her way to the top
or used her looks in some facet. When are
“attractive” women ever known for their
brain?
Why do these stereotypes still exist?

Because our society allows it! They have
been ingrained in our youth, our media
and, as is the case now, our advertising.
Instead of bashing Col. Arnhart, what we
need to be doing is changing HOW
women are perceived and eradicating the
stereotypes we’re held under.
Now, onto the problem at hand; why
does it even matter what a woman looks
like?! I am not here to stand up for “pretty” women or “average-looking” women. I
am here to stand up for ALL women. We
are talking about combat here. War does
not care what you look like. The Army
wants to say we’re all
green but that email seriously undermines any
effort to provide equal
treatment to women.
What it’s doing is driving
that wedge between men
and women further and
further. Not only that,
but it’s also separating us
as women. It’s causing us
to think that there actually is a hierarchy within
our own gender. “Pretty
vs. Ugly?” Come on! Give
us more credit. We are
intellects, we are creative,
we are strong.
All we want is to be
recognized for our qualifications and skill set. We
want a fair shot of proving what we can bring to the table. Give us
that.
Theresa Marie Vail, Miss Kansas 2013,
regularly speaks out on her website,
www.missoutdoorgirl.com. She is cur-

significantly add to carbon emissions as tar
sands oil will be extracted and brought to
market regardless of whether or not the
pipeline is approved.
“A more energy independent nation is
going to be a more secure nation. I’m
proud to be here with both of my colleagues on the Republican and Democrat
side — having a common sense approach
for a problem that should have been solved
many years ago,” Manchin added.

COUNSELING
YOU CAN TRUST

Areas of expertise:
• marriage & relationships
• Depression • Addictions
• Anxiety
• Grief-loss
• Adoption
• Foster Care
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Christmas Music Matters

by John Potter | Military Chaplain

I heard something as I walked in the
store. I could not believe it. The door
shut behind me and I just stood there listening to the music. It was the third of
November in Salina, Kansas. The lady at
the counter looked at me, smiled and
asked if I needed anything. ”How long have
you been playing
Christmas music in the
store?” I asked. “Since the
first of the month,” she
shared. ”Isn’t it beautiful!
Christmas is just around
the corner now.” We
both smiled and nodded
in agreement.
While one might expect retailers and
restaurants to play the typical songs about
snowmen, reindeer, bells jingling, shiny
wrapping paper, or enjoying a snow laden
landscape this music was different. This
music was even different from most radio
stations. This music described a holy
night when our Savior was born. A night
when angels proclaimed the birth of our
King. A night when the thrill of hope
arrives and a weary world rejoices. A new
and glorious night that transformed the
world because He has finally arrived. The
night that delivered Jesus, the Christ, the
promised redeemer of the world.
The music itself didn’t stop me in my
tracks. It was the message of the music. It
seemed to transform the entire store into
a happy and joyful place. People couldn’t
help but smile at each other, customers
and employees alike. The store was transformed into a glorious place where peo-

ple were happy and at peace. Each person
reminded of God’s gift to us.
In my state of surprise or perhaps
shock, I also took in what was not happening in the store. No one was complaining
about “religious” music being played on a
store sound system. No one was offended
with the message. No one organized a sit
in or demonstration. No
one organized a letter
writing campaign to the
head office as a protest.
Instead, you saw people
everywhere who expected to hear Christmas
music. People heard the
music and the message.
We were in turn blessed,
renewed, and changed.
The music was a gift.
Christmas music matters. It is more
than an assortment of notes and chords.
It is a tremendous reminder of truth. It
shares and teaches the promise of
Scripture. It is a form of worship in that
we can use music to offer prayer and
praise to God. It transforms people. It
allows heavenly changes to take place in
our hearts, minds, and souls when the gift
is received.
Joy and singing do not always come
easily. Many can only focus on dark days
and personal struggles. As we enter the
Advent season, let us hear the songs of
promise and respond to the heavenly gift
of Jesus. Since God has faithfully delivered the Messiah, we too have reason to
sing and rejoice. May we continue to lift
up our voices and share in the heavenly
chorus that proclaimed the birth of our
Savior.

Chaplain’s Corner

Uncommon
Prayers

Fred S.
Hollomon
Chaplain Emeritus
Kansas Senate
Prayers like this may be found in my Book of Uncommon
Prayers at Christian Book and Gift Store, Book Boutique
at the Library, Wolfe’s Camera Shop, the State Capital,
and my Web site, fsh-kschap.org

Heavenly Father,
Heavenly Father,
When my brother and I were very young
Christmas was our favorite day.
A Christmas tree surrounded by toys
Caused us to play all day.
One Christmas day I remember well
When a bicycle caught my eye.
It was brand new and I was filled with
joy
but, it also made me cry.

With tears of joy I rode that bike
To school and back each day.
But as the years went by I learned
Christmas was a day to pray.
We must thank God He sent his Son
To pay the penalty for our sins.
And Christmas is our Lord’s birthday
And by faith we are His friends!!
I Pray in the Name of Jesus Christ
AMEN

Coming Soon to Topeka: A New Perspective

Are you ready to be ruined for the ordinary? Get ready to discover God’s heart for
the nations. Get ready to catch the vision of
all nations worshipping God. Get ready to
uncover your role in the Greatest Story for
all peoples.

“I'm enthusiastic about Perspectives
because my life and our church are devoted to spreading a passion for the supremacy of God in all things for the joy of all peoples through Jesus Christ. God means to
be known and enjoyed by every tribe
tongue and nation (Rev. 5:9). Perspectives
has been essential in mobilizing hundreds
of lay people in our church to be World
Christians.” - Rev. John Piper, Senior
Pastor, Bethlehem Baptist Church,
Minneapolis MN, Author
Perspectives on the World Christian
Movement is a 15 week class that has a
long and singular track record in the business of opening students' eyes to the Bible,
world history, international culture, and
God's purpose for it all in a way that no
other course can offer. A new speaker is
featured every week made up of professors, missionaries, ministry experts and
pastors from all over the US, in addition to
local missions experts and pastors.
Who should take Perspectives?
The short answer is anyone who wants
a closer walk with the Lord, who is serious
about gaining a deeper understanding of
His ultimate purpose in the world. It's for
anyone who wants to learn how to strategically invest their lives in seeing God glorified; for anyone who wants to gain
insight and direction that will help them to
impact their generation.

“There is nothing like it. Fifteen weeks
of the Biblical, Historical, Cultural and
Strategic perspectives of missions to let
you know where, how and why you can
play a part in the biggest thing God is
doing....and has ever done!” - Todd
Ahrend - Traveling Team International
As you go through the Perspectives
course, you will be amazed and challenged
as you explore the Biblical, Historical,
Cultural, and Strategic aspects of missions.
But it is not just for those who have a heart
for missions; this is for any and all follow-

i

moreinformation

PERSPECTIVES SPRING
CLASSES – Jan. 21-May 13,
Tuesdays, 6:30-9:30pm,
Northland Christian Church,
3102 NW Topeka Blvd. A New
Speaker every week for 15
weeks. Register at www.perspectives.org >Find a class

ers of Jesus, who want to see Jesus worshipped, here in Topeka, and to the ends of
the earth. It is for believers who want to
catch the vision God has designed from the
beginning. It is for you, as you seek to know
what your role is in history.
Perspectives classes in Topeka will be
held at Northland Christian church. Class
begins January 21, 2014 and ends May 13,
2014. Each Tuesday night at 6:30-9:30pm,
an experienced and dynamic speaker will
lead class members on a journey to the
heart of God. Each week they will explore

exciting articles that provide a wealth of
knowledge and experience that will supplement the speaker’s lesson. Cost covers
materials and speakers and is a one-time
fee that allows you to attend the class again
if you like, for free.
You can register now, online, at
www.perspectives.org. There you can also
find early discounts and limited-time
scholarships. You will also find more
detailed information about the Topeka
class and learn about the impact
Perspectives is having on the world.
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THE GREATEST GIFT
by Jessica S. Hosman

The frigid Kansas air can nearly take
your breath away during this time of year
and the winds show no mercy to anyone
caught in their midst. I never realized
what a refuge and gift the tall hills of
Pennsylvania were, until I moved to the
Midwest. Here, we have fierce tornadic
winds to look forward to in the spring,
summer and fall; and icy chilling gusts to
look forward to in the winter. Regardless
of my lack of appreciation for Kansas
weather patterns, I am grateful for the
refuge of “home” I do daily have from its
effects.
Similar to the fierce Kansas winds,
storms of life can seem to hit us from
every direction at times as well. We may
find for a short season that everything
seems to be going well when, all of a sudden, the winds come from nowhere and
nearly knock us to the ground. They can
come in the form of sickness, financial
uncertainty, or broken relationships and
the list goes on. When the gusts become
fierce, where is our refuge? Where is our
peace?
Christmas is marked in many ways by
the exchange of gifts between loved ones.
Often we spend days and weeks looking
for” just the right gift” that will bring a
smile to its recipient’s face. The whole concept of gift exchange during this time of
year derived from the gift that God gave to
us in Jesus Christ. When He decided to
give the world the gift of His Son, I just
know He did so with the intention of

bringing a smile to
our faces.
Jesus’ name,
Emmanuel,
means “God with
us”. When we
embrace the gift of
Jessica Hosman
Jesus, we receive
the assurance of knowing we are never
alone, but that God Himself is with us. We
also find that we no longer have to carry
the burdens that pile down on us by ourselves and that we have a refuge we can
turn to regardless of how fierce the winds
may blow. When we face a storm and no
one around us seems to understand, we
have One we can go to who does. All we
have to do is call out His name. And as we
do, the same person who brought joy and
vitality to the lonely hearts of isolated
shepherds so many years ago will bring
new life and hope directly to us. The
storms we face today take on many different forms but, because of God’s great gift,
we don’t have to walk through any of
them alone.
Whatever gifts you receive this
Christmas season, may the gift of Jesus
Christ be the one that receives your tightest embrace. May you remember Him in
the storms and know that regardless of
how fierce the battling winds may seem,
they won’t overtake you when you’re
walking with Him. I pray you experience
His love and joy in a new way this season
and experience the refuge of His peace
through the year ahead.

Kansans like idea of Amtrak, but few ride
by Travis Perry

Kansas Watchdog — Here’s a headscratcher: according to the results of a
recent survey, Western Kansans and
Eastern Coloradans really like the thought
behind Amtrak and government-supported passenger railway.
They’re just not actually willing to use it.
The survey, which polled 400 Colorado
residents and 200 Kansas residents,
revealed that 70 percent support the continued use of federal funds to keep Amtrak
chugging through the region. Ironically, 88
percent of those polled hadn’t hopped on
an Amtrak train in the past two years.
A further 70 percent hadn’t even heard
of the Southwest Chief, Amtrak’s passenger
line bisecting the state with daily service
between Chicago and Los Angeles.
Amtrak ridership in Kansas has seen a
steady 12 percent uptick in the last three
years, bumping from 44,081 in 2010 to
49,498 in 2012. While the statistic is
encouraging for proponents of rail transportation, it doesn’t do much to bolster
arguments for increased public funding.
In January alone, Wichita MidContinent Airport saw 50,859 passengers
depart for destinations outside the
Sunflower State. Through the entirety of
last year, Wichita Mid-Continent saw more
than 752,000 passengers depart from the
Kansas airport. While Kansas City
International is outside state borders, it’s
no secret it remains a major transportation
hub for Kansans and Missourians alike.
Numbers don’t lie: it seems even under
the gaze of the Transportation Safety
Administration, Kansans would rather fly
than plot a path via rail.
Amtrak is seeking funding from state
governments to repair track along the
Soutwest Chief line. Without repairs, it
may shut down the line in 2016.
Amtrak has proposed the three states on

the route — Kansas, Colorado and New
Mexico — pitch in financially to help
Amtrak and Burlington Northern Santa Fe
Railroad, which owns the track, upgrade
the rails and pay for annual maintenance.
The estimated $100 million upgrade proposal, however, has gotten little traction at
the Statehouse since introduction last year.
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WHICH COMPANIES MADE THE NAUGHTY LIST THIS CHRISTMAS?
by Dwight Widaman

Each year companies spend billions of
advertising dollars luring customers into
their stores during the Christmas season.
For many, they willingly acknowledge the
“reason for the season” by using the term
“Christmas” in their ads. Others admit
they want your money, but not your
world-view and go to extravagant lengths
to advertise sales without the slightest
mention of the holiday.
For many shoppers, this may not matter. But for others who sense that the holiday is becoming ONLY about sales, seeing an ad that at least mentions the word
Christmas means that, just maybe, the
true sense of the season won’t be lost on
the public.
What companies have been good and

which ones naughty on this year’s
“Christmas” advertising list? Based on
current advertising, below is a list of
companies that avoid, ban, or use
the term "Christmas" in their advertising. The American Family
Association (AFA) compiled a list of
companies based on how they use the
holiday. Some unashamedly use the
word “Christmas” in their ads, while others profit from the holiday and use the
colors, sights and sounds yet refuse to
acknowledge the name in their advertisements.
AFA reviewed up to four areas to
determine if a company was "Christmasfriendly" in their advertising: print media
(newspaper inserts), broadcast media
(radio/television), website and/or personal visits to the store. If a company's ad

has references to items associated
with Christmas (trees, wreaths, lights,
etc.), it was considered as an
attempt to reach "Christmas"
shoppers.
If a company has items associated
with Christmas, but did not use the
word "Christmas," then the company
is considered as censoring "Christmas."
One reason for this distinction is that
some companies want to benefit and
profit from the goodwill that the
Christmas season generates, but refuse to
acknowledge where that goodwill originates — Christmas. Many see this as the
height of hypocrisy as these companies
ignore the elephant in the room while
benefitting from it—the religious holiday that provides their corporations with
the majority of their profits each year.

AFA's 2013 listing of top retailers and how they recognize Christmas
Companies in All CAPS and bold enthusiastically acknowledge Christmas
Companies For "Christmas"
ACE Hardware
Amazon.com
Banana Republic
Bass Pro Shops
Bed Bath & Beyond
BELK
Big Lots
Books-A-Million
Cabella's
Costco
Dick's Sporting Goods
Dillards
Dollar General
Dollar Tree
Gap Stores
H.E.B. Stores
Hallmark
Hancock Fabrics
HOBBY LOBBY
Home Shopping Network
JC Penney
JoAnn Fabrics & Crafts
Kmart
Kohl's
Kroger

LOWE’S
L.L. Bean
Macy's
Marshals
Meijer
Menard's
Michael's Stores
Neiman Marcus
Nordstrom
Office Max
Old Navy
Pier One Imports
ProFlowers.com
QVC.com
Rite Aid
Sam's Club
SEARS
Target
TJ Maxx
Toys R Us
WAL-MART
Zappos.com
Companies marginal on
"Christmas"
1-800-Flowers.com

Best Buy
Bath & Body Works
Cooking.com
CVS Pharmacy
Hy-Vee Stores
Safeway
Starbucks
True Value
Walgreens
Whole Foods
Companies AGAINST
"Christmas"
Barnes & Noble
Family Dollar
Foot Locker
Limited Brands
Maurice's
Office Depot
Petsmart
Radio Shack
Staples
Victoria's Secret
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viewpoint

Finally we have arrived at our favorite time
of the year as a family...Christmas time! We
wait all year to get out those lights and decorations that mark the beginning of
Christmas for us. We love the sights. We love
the smells. We love the tastes. We love the
sharing with family and friends. But most
importantly, we love the reason for the season, and His name is Jesus Christ.
I would like our meditation this
Christmas season to lead us back, by faith, to
Bethlehem, and in the company of the shepherd's gaze upon the one wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger who was
to be called Immanuel, God with
us. "Therefore the Lord himself will give you
a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and
bear a son, and shall call his name
Immanuel" Isaiah 7:14.
Should we not bow low before this baby
who was God incarnate? God became man
to be with us in our nature. He walked where
we walk. He was tempted like we are tempted. He knew the pain of hunger, thirst and
loneliness. The One who knew no sin
became sin for us. He desired so much to be
with us so He could do for us what we could
never do for ourselves. He took our condemnation. He took our punishment. He took
our crown of thorns. He took our nine-inch
nails. He took our cross. He took our grave.
Being with us meant He was going to have to
take what we deserved and He did it because
of the joy set before Him...you and me.
Immanuel is with you, right now, right
where this finds you.
Lonely in your singleness...Jesus is with
you!

with Jesus.
The only thing that got us through was in
knowing that Jesus was with us. Immanuel
Marriage problems...Jesus is with you!
Difficulties at the office...Jesus is with you! was with us in our pain. Immanuel was with
us in our sorrow. Immanuel was with us
Prodigal children...Jesus is with you!
while we were in our valley of the shadow
Broken friendship...Jesus is with you!
and walked with us every step of the way. It
Financial challenges...Jesus is with you!
is my prayer that this name of our Lord,
Sickness and disease...Jesus is with you!
Experience has taught me that God will Immanuel, God with us, would be a source
use difficulties in life as the means to reac- of great comfort and joy to you this
Christmas season,
quaint us with fresh
regardless of where
realities of His grace.
this
finds
you.
Perhaps you are
Remember,
as
Jesus
is
remembering somewith you, you are with
one close to you who
Him...in His victory
has passed through
over sin, death and the
the valley of the shadgrave.
ow of death and this
Merry Christmas to
time of year brings
ISAIAH 7:14
you and yours. "For
back painful memories of great loss. It was Christmas day 1995 unto you is born this day in the city of David
around 4 p.m., just as we were sitting down a Savior, who is Christ the Lord." He is with
to dinner, when we received the call from the you now and will be with you forever more.
Veteran's Hospital in Miami that my father This is grace for your race. NEVER FORhad taken his last breath. Kim and I had GET THAT ... AMEN!
For more information on Tommy, please
gone to see him that morning and in only a
few short hours, he was gone into glory to be visit www.tommyboland.com.

“Behold, the virgin shall
conceive and bear a son,
and shall call his name
Immanuel”

“Why do so many women show so
much cleavage in church”
I read your article at a friends house and
thought it was great! Thank you! More
people need to read it. You hit the nail on
the head with that one.
In Christ,
Annie Shain

Waiting on Fair Tax
When family, friends and neighbors are
signing up for unemployment and food
stamps, or your kids or grandchildren can't
find a meaningful job after college, it's
hard to swallow government claims about
the economy improving. There's a reason
for why it's hard to believe things are getting better. For the middle class and poor,
the economy is not improving. After adjusting for inflation, today's median income for
family households is the same as in 1980.
Since the 1970's the median income for
men working full time has remained stagnant. Last year 1.7million Americans used
government help to stay above the poverty
level. (New York Times Lowrey 9/17/13)
The FairTaxHR25 would end the shell
game of, "Under Which 'Fixed' Income Tax
Plan Do You Get The Best Results?" End the
income tax. Under the FairTax in the first
year 13.3 million more jobs would be created and wages would increase 10%. (Tuerck
"Economic Effects of the FairTax)
For nine years FairTaxHR25 has sat in the
House Ways and Means Committee. Call
Rep. Jenkins, member of HWM, (202-2256601 twitter.com/RepLynnJenkins) and
demand FairTaxHR25 be brought to the citizens. It is our families - not the powerful
members of Congress - who are suffering.
Beverly Martin

THE LIGHT OF CHRISTMAS
CLINT
DECKER

President and
Evangelist with
Great
Awakenings,
Inc.

hopefortoday

One of my highlights each Christmas
is putting up the tree and trimming it out
with lights and decorations. We start at
the bottom and wind our way upwards
finishing it off with the angel at the top.
Then the drum rolls for the big test –
plugging it in. When it all works and the
tree lights up, it is a beautiful sight. Often
I will sit in the living room with just the
tree lights on gazing at their beauty.
The tradition of Christmas lights goes
back hundreds of years. Have you ever

heard
of
the
word,
“Weihnachtspyramide”? I cannot pronounce it, but it is the German word for
Christmas Pyramid. In the late Middle
Ages the people in the Erzgebirge (Ore
Mountains) of Germany set up a wooden pyramid in their homes at Christmas
time. It was decorated with many things
then lit up with candles. As time moved
on this pyramid merged with the evergreen tree to become the modern
Christmas tree.
Today the majority of people see
Christmas lights as simple decoration
absent the history of where the tradition
came from. Why did these early
Germans put candles on their pyramids?
They did it to teach their families about
the real meaning of Christmas – to celebrate Jesus’ birth as the light of the world.
During the time of Jesus’ birth (4-8
B.C.), the world was dark, filled with
much evil. Hope was scarce. Then in the
midst of it all a great light came from the
heavens where God sent His Only Son to

earth. Then He hung a bright star in the
sky above his birthplace announcing to
the world that hope had come. Jesus
once said of Himself, “I have come into
the world as light, so that whoever
believes in me may not remain in darkness” (John 12:46).
From Jesus’ birth, death, burial and
resurrection His light never dimmed,
shining brightly always. To some His
light was praised as it guided them out of
darkness into a living hope. To others
His light was offensive exposing their evil
deeds and corrupt ways.

The greatest gifts you can give this
Christmas season are two-fold. One, give
yourself wholly to Jesus, letting His light
dwell in you. Secondly, give yourself to
others letting them see the light of Christ
within you. This Christmas may the
Light of the world be your hope for
today.
Clint Decker is President & Evangelist
with Great Awakenings, Inc. Since 1990,
he has reached over two million people
with his message of hope. Contact him at
cdecker@greatawakenings.org or call toll
free 877-433-3220.
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To strain at gnats and
swallow camels
The Christmas season is upon us with all
the insanity that accompanies it. But adding
to its insanity is our fellow Christians, who
use it as a time to moan and wail and
spread theories about a 'war on Christmas.'
It makes the admonition of Linus to Charlie
Brown even more relevant.
"Charlie Brown, you are the only one I
know who can take a wonderful time like
Christmas and turn it into a problem. Lucy
was right about you. Of all the Charlie
Browns in the world, you're the Charlie
Browniest!"
It is even more evident the times I face
the insanity as a cashier in a local retail
store, and one day an intense couple came
through my line and said "Are you allowed to
say Merry Christmas?" I said "Sure I am."
THEN SAY IT!!!" he screamed.
I was tempted to say "Bah, Humbug!" I
felt for that couple. They were told that God's
Kingdom would somehow collapse in ruin if
one tired, overworked cashier in a store in
Topeka, Kansas failed to say "Merry
Christmas." I fail to find anywhere in the
Bible where Jesus says "Make sure to say
"Merry Christmas!" All I find is something
about "straining at gnats and swallowing
camels." (Matthew 23:24)
After all, if one must be picky and legalistic
about it, the only thing about the Christmas
observance that isn't pagan in origin is Santa
Claus, which comes by derivation from St.
Nicholas, (AD 270-343) a real live bishop who
was known for his generosity.
And it is somewhat ironic. There are
Christians all over the world who are taking
their lives in their hands if it is known if they
are followers of Jesus Christ, and we silly
Americans are worried that people say
"Merry Christmas." Somehow it pales to
insignificance in comparison.
While we celebrate the anticipation of the
Advent season, we should be compassionate to people scurrying around, trying to have
a merry Christmas or happy holiday, (even
that word holiday is short for "Holy Day."
They couldn't keep God out if they try!) and
yet by their weary, hassled expression, you
see there is no merriment left. It is time to
drop this other nonsense and share the hope
we have in the season – a time when hope
is desperately needed; a time when despair
is around, and suicides peak. We need to
speak of the hope that the Advent season is
all about.
Linus got it, when Charlie Brown
screamed in despair "Does anybody know
what Christmas is all about??"
He said "Sure, Charlie Brown."
10 ‘But the angel said to them, “Don’t be
afraid, for look, I proclaim to you good news
of great joy that will be for all the people: 11
Today a Savior, who is Messiah the Lord,
was born for you in the city of David. 12 This
will be the sign for you: You will find a baby
wrapped snugly in cloth and lying in a feeding trough.”
13 Suddenly there was a multitude of the
heavenly host with the angel, praising God
and saying: 14 Glory to God in the highest
heaven, and peace on earth to people He
favors!’ (Luke 2:10-14 HCSB))
"That's what Christmas is all about,
Charlie Brown."
That's the hope we should be sharing, the
good news in a season that has become bad
news. We shouldn't be adding to the bad
news, but sharing the good news!
Marc Drayer, Topeka

Obama Did Right Not Saying "Under God"
by Gary DeMar

Conservatives are upset that when
President Obama read the Gettysburg
Address for Ken Burns he did not include
the phrase “under God.” Actually, I’m glad
Mr. Burns had President Obama read the
original written address and not a later
edited version. More about this in a
moment.
God was not in the Battle of Gettysburg
or the Civil War, and America is not
“under God” today since a nation is
known by its “fruit” and not by its confession alone:
“Beware of the false prophets, who
come to you in sheep's clothing, but
inwardly are ravenous wolves. You will
know them by their fruits. Grapes are not
gathered from thorn bushes nor figs from
thistles, are they? So every good tree bears
good fruit, but the bad tree bears bad fruit.
A good tree cannot produce bad fruit, nor
can a bad tree produce good fruit. Every
tree that does not bear good fruit is cut
down and thrown into the fire. So then,
you will know them by their fruits” (Matt.
7:16–20).
So tell me, what type of “fruit” is our
Congress growing? Good or bad?
In one sense, every nation is “under
God” in that God is the judge of every
nation. To be “under God” once meant to
be under God’s moral scrutiny. Those who
signed the Declaration of Independence
appealed “to the Supreme Judge of the
world for the rectitude of [their] intentions.” The word “rectitude” means morally right behavior. The founders called on
God to judge whether what they were
doing was right or wrong. God, not man,
was the ultimate judge.
Even today, God is our Judge whether
we acknowledge it or not, but this is not
the way most people understand and use
the phrase “under God” today. The phrase
is generally used to mean that God is on
our side and blesses us no matter what we
do as a nation. It’s a mantra for approval.
But let’s be honest, in terms of America’s
laws and policies, God has been rejected as
our nation’s “Supreme Judge.” Yes, we can
find examples of government pronouncements that we are “one nation under God”
and “In God We Trust,” but is it really so?
Does America really trust God? America
trusts its own version of god, and in most
cases it’s the State. Even people who believe
in God have become willing wards of the
State. (“Where your treasure is, there your
heart will be also”: Matt. 6:21.) For the
majority of Americans, they prefer free
stuff from the State, money that is stolen
from some citizens and given to others.
That’s not rectitude.
Recently, the Ohio Supreme Court
ruled 4-3 supporting the “firing of an Ohio
science teacher [John Freshwater] for
insubordination because he refused to
remove ‘religious materials’ from his class-

www.tradebank.com

room, including posters of President
George Bush and Colin Powell praying.”
This is just one example of removing
every vestige of God from every American
governmental institution.
How does this decision square with the
Congressional Prayer Room stained glass
window that shows George Washington
kneeling in prayer? “Surrounding him are
the words from Psalm 16:1, ‘Preserve me,
O God, for in thee do I put my trust.’
Above him are the words from Lincoln’s
Gettysburg address: ‘This Nation Under
God.’” There's even a United States postage
stamp depicting President Washington in
prayer.
Not only are we not a nation under
God’s favor, but we are a nation that has
made it a point to disavow the religious
past that made America great. "Do not be
deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever
a man sows, this he will also reap" (Gal.
6:7).
What if John Freshwater had a copy of
the Washington in prayer stained glass
window hanging in his classroom? Would
this have been a violation of the new
national religious purge?
What about the Liberty Window that
depicts a specific prayer event in America’s
founding?
“At its initial meeting in September
1774 Congress invited the Reverend Jacob
Duché (1738–1798), rector of Christ
Church, Philadelphia, to open its sessions
with prayer. Duché ministered to Congress
in an unofficial capacity until he was elected the body's first chaplain on July 9, 1776.
. . . Pictured here in the bottom stainedglass panel is the first prayer in Congress,
delivered by Duché. The top part of this
extraordinary stained glass window
depicts the role of churchmen in compelling King John to sign the Magna Carta
in 1215.”
You can see how absolutely anti-religious and unhistorical the schools and
courts have become. Generation after generation of school-age children are having
their memories wiped clean of anything
related to America’s rich Christian heritage.
Now back to “under God” in the
Gettysburg Address. “Under God” was not
in Lincoln’s written version of the Address,
and it was that version that Ken Burns
wanted President Obama to read.
By all accounts, however, witnesses testified that Lincoln used the phrase “under
God” when he delivered the speech. “[A]t
least three reporters telegraphed the text of
Lincoln's speech on the day the Address
was given with the words ‘under God’
included.”
The Lincoln Memorial includes “under
God” in its engraved replication of the
Gettysburg Address.
Even with all of this background, the
fact remains that America, in its official
capacity as a government, does not
acknowledge that it is “under God.”

Choosing Jesus Christ in Schools
by Cordell Fischer

Train a child in the way he should go,
and when he is old he will not turn from
it (Proverbs 22:6 NIV). But there is a
problem in our society today. As parents,
we may be teaching our children the values and teachings of Jesus, but what happens when the community teaches something different forty hours a week for
twelve years? How well does it work for
our children to have two foundations to
build on? Are we taking it by faith that
since we are Christian, our kids automatically become Christian or maybe God
meant for us to guard our children’s heart
by teaching them in holy environments
where the community and peers can help
to reinforce those values for these scriptures to ‘work’. Are you willing to gamble
your kid’s relationship with Jesus by competing with secularism?
I get it…private school is too expensive and you have no choice. There is
homeschool right? Not all mothers can
do that and it is beneficial not only
socially but academically when professionals teach in a community environment. Do only the rich get the blessings
of Jesus? Where is the community of the
Church to help reinforce our values?
Why are we settling for one hour a week
of teaching the things that really count,
especially when those values are attacked
as soon as they walk out the door of
Sunday school?
Parents ought to have the power to
fulfill their responsibility to God and to
our kids by teaching them the Truth.
Parents ought to have the power to hold
schools and teachers accountable for performance or the lack thereof. Our kids
MUST learn morals from Jesus! Sound
too good to be true? It isn’t. There is a
grassroots movement initiated by
Kansans to push legislation whose impact
would allow for all these things to come to
pass. It’s called Kansas Educational
Freedom Movement or KEF.
How will KEF allow for all these benefits? KEF legislation would allow the tax
money to follow the children. Let’s say the
public school system is teaching your
child about evolution, failing your kids
academically, or you just simply don’t like
the teacher. With KEF, you will be able to
pull your child out of that environment
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and into a new one. When you choose to
enroll your student into a private school,
they get the same tax dollars that went to
the public school. We also are trying for
homeschool reimbursement so parents
will get benefits of their tax money as well.
If passed, KEF is a fair plain where all
socio-economic classes, not just the rich,
can choose how their kids are raised. It is a
fair plan that prevents you from having to
pay taxes for education that you’re not
using because you’re paying either tuition
for private school or for homeschool
materials. You need to be in charge as
guardians over your kid’s future, not the
government and you need to be empowered to do so. If KEF gets passed, you will
have that power. You can hold the schools
financially accountable. This will put the
focus of schools where it ought to be; on
the performance of the kids. It will also
fulfill the demands of the parents’ cultural
and religious values and cut through not
only the thick and complicated bureaucracy, but attempts at indoctrination and
atheism with one fell swoop.
So what’s stopping it? Well, there are
those who oppose such a movement. The
implications if private schools take off
could seriously threaten the public school
system if they fail to offer a competitive
service to our kids like the private sector
can. Teachers Unions are opposed as well
to such action for obvious reasons. What
we need is simple. One email! Go to
www.kefmovement.com and click on the
link to email your senator. You can also
encourage those around you to do the
same. Help KEF by spreading awareness.
If you want to help further you can follow
the links on our website.
Our kids are worth five minutes to
send an email to revolutionize our state’s
education system. One where free enterprise instead of complacency reigns. One
where you can choose to have Jesus Christ
reign in our children’s future. One last
thought, “And if someone gives even a cup
of cold water to one of the least of these
little ones because he is my disciple, he will
certainly not lose his reward” (Matthew
10:42). If giving a cold cup of water to the
least of these has such a reward, imagine if
you put some effort in to secure children’s
opportunities for everlasting life!
Cordell Fischer is a Kansan and
Marketing Manager for KEF.

Christmas Memories
& Gift Guide
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Christians reclaim Christmas
Three weeks and two days before
Christmas, and the heated discussion
among my children is not about which
video games they want for Christmas
but whose turn it is to light the candle at
family Advent. It's the first week of
Advent season, the observance of the
four weeks preceding Christmas, a tradition started in the Middle Ages.
Advent spans denominations and traditions. In fact, billions of people, including Baptists, Lutherans, Presbyterians

and Catholics, find Advent a way to
return Christmas to its spiritual roots
while creating family memories built on
Christ rather than the latest movie.
More than any other activity, Advent
can restore Jesus to the center of the
Christmas celebration, because on each
Advent day the birth of Jesus is read,
sung and talked about. The whole family can participate and find the observance meaningful. The props are simple
and inexpensive.

The memories and training will last a
lifetime. Although the common tenets of
observing Advent are shared by many
churches, each family can add its own
flavor. The following will get you started.
Advent starts on the fourth Sunday
before Christmas. Because Christmas
falls on different days each year, Advent
can last 22 to 28 days. For 2013 Advent
begins on Sunday, Dec. 1. Chances are
you are reading this after that date, but it
is never too late to begin Advent. Just
pick a day to begin and then catch up the
following Sunday. You’ll be blessed by
your faithfulness, regardless of tardiness.
Let your family know that this year you
are going to start a new tradition to celebrate Jesus' birthday. Whenever you can
with children, refer to Christmas as
Jesus' birthday. Decide which time of the
day will work best for your Advent time.

CHRISTMAS EVE

Conclude the Advent season by lighting all four candles and placing an additional white candle in the center in its
own holder. Have a birthday party for
Jesus complete with cake, the Happy
Birthday song, candles and presents of
nonmaterial gifts such as singing, readings, a play and prayers that each family
member brings to share with others.

† An Advent wreath, which can be
purchased at most Christian bookstores
or made of fire-safe materials or a log
with holes for candles.
† Four candles, three purple and one
rose, and an additional white candle for
Christmas Eve. A box of four Advent
candles can be purchased at many card
stores or Christian bookstores.
† A Bible for readings and, for
younger children, a selection of children's Christmas stories that focus on
the birth of Jesus.

WHAT YOU NEED

† An Advent calendar, available where
cards are sold, with 24 windows to open
each day in December or a paper chain
of 24 red and green links to mark the
number of days until Jesus' birthday.
This is great if you have young children
who love opening a window each day.
† Christmas carol books.

OPTIONAL ITEMS:

BEGIN THE CELEBRATION

On the first day, begin with either a
prayer or a Christmas carol.
Light the first purple candle, known
as the prophecy candle. The liturgical
color purple is a sign of penance and
longing as we wait for the birth of Jesus.
With the lighting, talk about Jesus being
the light of the world. Read the Advent
scripture of the day. Conclude by singing
or praying. Have one child blow out the
candle.
Light the same candle each day of the
first week. Follow with the reading,
Christmas carols or other meaningful
activities. On the second Sunday light
two purple candles, both of which are
relit each night. The second candle is
known as the Bethlehem candle.
The third week light the two purple
candles and then a rose candle, or shepherd candle. Rose is a sign of joy and
hope that He is coming.
Light the last candle, known as the
angel candle, on the fourth Sunday. All
four candles are lit each night that week
to symbolize the growing brightness of
Jesus' coming.

Gift ates
tific
Cer ilable!
Ava

Consider doing a nativity play with simple costumes. As you prepare to open
gifts explain how we give gifts as a
reminder of how much God gave us in
Jesus.
Long after the new toys are banished
to the back of the closet and the decorations stored away for another year, the
memories of the four weeks of Advent
will remain.
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Christmas
THE STORY OF

From Luke 2:1-20 New King
James Version

And it came to pass in those
days that a decree went out
from Caesar Augustus that all
the world should be registered.
This census first took place
while Quirinius was governing Syria. So all went
to be registered,
everyone
to his
own city.
Joseph
also went
up from
Galilee, out
of the city
of
Nazareth,
into Judea,
to the
city of
David, which is called
Bethlehem, because he was of
the house and lineage of David,
to be registered with Mary, his
betrothed wife, who was with
child.
So it was, that while they
were there, the days were completed for her to be delivered.
And she brought forth her
firstborn Son, and wrapped
Him in swaddling cloths, and
laid Him in a manger, because
there was no room for them in
the inn.
Now there were in the same
country shepherds living out in
the fields, keeping watch over
their flock by night. And
behold, an angel of the Lord
stood before them, and the
glory of the Lord shone around
them, and they were greatly
afraid.
Then the angel said to them,
“Do not be afraid, for behold, I
bring you good tidings of great
joy which will be to all people.
For there is born to you this
day in the city of David a
Savior, who is Christ the Lord.
And this will be the sign to
you:
You will find a Babe
wrapped in swaddling cloths,
lying in a manger.”
And suddenly there was with
the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host praising God and
saying:
“ Glory to God in the highest,
And on earth peace, goodwill
toward men!”
So it was, when the angels
had gone away from them into
heaven, that the shepherds said
to one another, “Let us now go
to Bethlehem and see this thing
that has come to pass, which
the Lord has made known to
us.”

And they came with haste
and found Mary and Joseph,
and the Babe lying in a manger.
Now when they had seen Him,
they made widely known the
saying which was told them
concerning this Child.
And all those who heard it
marveled at those things
which were told them
by the shepherds.
But Mary
kept all
these
things and
pondered
them in
her heart.
Then the
shepherds
returned,
glorifying
and
praising God for all the things
that they had heard and seen,
as it was told them.

READERS SHARE FAVORITE MEMORIES
Remembering Christmas

Until I was in my mid-20s, my family
and I would travel from Northern
Virginia up to Massachusetts and New
Hampshire for Christmas every year. I
have fond memories of getting up before
sunrise and climbing in our van, wrapped
in blankets, and heading to Delaware to
meet our cousins, aunt and uncle, and
embark on our annual journey. We would
sleep, but once we got just outside New
York City, there was always a competition
to see who could see Lady Liberty on the
skyline; like a tiny green gem in the distance with her torch held high overhead.
When Kristie and I first got married,
she graciously offered up our first
Christmas together to go up Northeast to
see my side of the family. Both of my parents are from Massachusetts, originally,
and both of their families still live within
an hour of each other up there (and yes,
just for reference, I am a big Red Sox fan…
sorry). All of the Jeanes’ family, and it’s a
big family, would squeeze into my aunt
and uncle’s townhouse and we would
spend the whole day together. Evidence of
the Divine can be provided just by the fact
that we all survived together for so long
every year!
I remember my brothers and I waking
up one Christmas morning (probably

1981) and finding a great big display of the
Star Wars Millennium Falcon space ship
toy, with Luke Skywalker, Han Solo,
Chewbacca and Lando Calrissian figures
inside, all surrounded by Darth Vader and

his Storm Troopers. I can only imagine
the looks on our young faces, but that was
a holiday event I will never forget.
However, as I grow (and mature, mind

n Continued on next page
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Christmas Memories continued...
you), I have also grown to appreciate my
beautiful and compassionate wife, as well
as the amazing gifts that my children
(both biological and ones we hope to welcome into our home) are and have been. I
also increasingly realize that the birthday
we celebrate this time of year ultimately
leads to the greatest tragedy, and eventual
triumph, that we could ever imagine.
Every Christmas night I like to go outside and look to sky and thank our
Heavenly Father for all that He has done
for us, including the greatest Gift many in
this world have yet to discover.
– D.C. Jeanes

And all through the house...

Here is a story not many will find emotionally moving, but will find humorus. A
bit of history, my mom hates mice and is

scared of them. As can be the case in winter just before Christmas I knew one of the
critters had gotten in our house. I had set
several mouse traps...I want that thing
dead ASAP. Well, just to be an obnoxious
son I put two in the bathroom my mom
used just to set the mood that we had a
mouse. I went off to bed and my mom
went to use the bathroom to get ready for
bed, and I hear down the hall, "Mike, this
isn't funny, Mike this is just gross, Mike
did you do this? MIKE COME HERE.
Mike?" I got up and went down the hall
and both mouse traps went off and had
mice! Sure it was gross, but I never
laughed so hard on Christmas Eve.
Okay here is another. We had a friend at
church that was diagnosed with Skin
Cancer and told he would not make it to
Christmas. I was in charge of our Church’s

Christmas Eve Service. He was going
strong through the first part of December
and I couldn't help but think of him and
how he was actually going to be there for
Christmas Eve Service...one last time.
Pretty emotional to realize and convey as I
prepared. There he was sitting up front in
his usual seat on Christmas Eve. What a
blessing. To look at him and say, you were
not suppose to be here with us this year,
what a blessing. As he would say, "It was
really neat!" The theme was born that man
no more may die. The following Easter
morning he fell unresponsive and went to
be with Jesus a couple of days later. So cool
to know Christmas is a time we can celebrate death because of the coming of a
Savior!
–Mike Siebert

Christmas Eve At Grandma And
Grandpa's
House
My favorite Christmas memory was
when the whole family (mom, dad, brother, aunts, uncles and cousins) would go to
my Grandma and Grandpa's house on
Christmas Eve and have a nice big supper,
and then we would sing Christmas songs
and Grandpa tell the Christmas Story of
Mary, Joseph and Jesus and then we would
exchange presents. That is my favorite
Christmas memory.
–Pastor Bo Price

A December Birthday Story

Gift Certificates Available!

Sitting by her bedside, watching and
waiting, I knew my Mother’s departure
from this world would be very soon. It
was our favorite time of year, the
Christmas season, December 20, 2010.
Selfishly, I pleaded with God to take her
that evening, because the next day was my
son’s birthday. I did not want to associate
the sadness of Mom’s death with the joy of
celebrating his birthday in years to come.
Mom had been suffering for more than
a year with colon cancer that had spread to
her liver and lungs. During her illness, I
had traveled from my home in the
Midwest, 1,500 miles away, to the East
Coast, several times to be with her and to
help with her care. Although we only saw
each other once a year after I married and
moved away 40 years ago, we remained
very close and I loved her deeply. Just a
few days before her passing, my brothers
and I were going through some old pictures and documents.
Mom saved everything, and we discovered many interesting things as we sorted
through her treasures. One of my discoveries was a sealed envelope with my son’s
childhood name, “Jimmy,” on it. I put it
away so that I could give it to him later. He
is a minister and my dad had asked him to
conduct Mom’s funeral service.
On December 20, I had phoned my
husband and son, to tell them to make
plans to join me for the time was very
near. My Mother slipped peacefully away
into the arms of Jesus the next morning …
on my son’s 37th birthday. He arrived
that afternoon, and I gave him the envelope with his name on it. As he opened
and read it, a big smile appeared on his
face. The envelope contained a child’s
birthday card …. Probably at least 30 years
old . Mom always had good intentions
but sometimes misplaced or forgot where
she put things. Her “mistake” all those
years ago turned out to be such a treasure
and gift to all of us….for on the inside of
the card, in her handwriting, it read,
“Jimmy, I won’t get to see you today, but
I look forward to seeing you in the future.
Happy Birth day! Love, Nana”

There was a Scripture printed inside the
card that read:
“In the presence of the Lord is fullness
of Joy!” Psalm 16:11
So it wasn’t a mistake at all! The Lord
directed all her steps as He promised …
and loved each of us enough to hide that
card for many years so that it could bring
comfort to us when He took her home
during the Christmas season.
Jim shared this story at her funeral. He
showed the card and read her message.
So, in a way, Mom spoke at her own funeral, comforting us with hope of seeing her
in the future and letting us know that she
was now indeed experiencing the fullness

of joy in the presence of the Lord.
I am glad God said, “No” to my prayer
the night before she died. I am glad He
can be trusted with every detail of our
lives… and of our death. His “No” turned
into such joy and blessing, not only for me
but for many others. Our family will celebrate the Christmas season and Jim’s
birthday now with the reminder of the
child’s birthday card she left for us. I am
glad that our Father’s ways are so much
higher than mine. I am grateful for His
perfect timing. Just as He ordered all my
Mother’s steps, He planned all her
days…and she lived every one of them.
–Linda Hight
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New Product Line
Crafted in Kansas

Ed

Are you looking for a unique shopping experience highlighting an
impressive selection for nearly anyone on your gift list? The Eclective
is your answer with one of a kind yet affordable gifts and art made by
local artisans. Renee Johnson and Hope Myers, of SS Design
Concepts, will be revealing a new stainless steel Nativity product line
during NOTO's Candlelight Christmas event on December 5th from
5p.m.-8:30 p.m. One-hundred percent of proceeds from the nativity
products will be donated to the Topeka Rescue Mission.
The Eclective is located at 900 North Kansas Avenue in the heart of
the NOTO Arts District. Hours are Wednesday-Saturday 11 a.m. - 4
p.m. and 9 a.m. - 9 p.m. on First Fridays. The store is open by appointment and offers private parties. Enjoy the
NOTO experience during Topeka's First
Friday artwalk every month. There is
always live entertainment, tons of food
and beverages available for the entire family!
The Eclective serves as artist studios
and a showroom for SS Design Concepts,
owned by serial entrepreneur Neal
Spencer. SS Design Concepts was born
after Neal hired Renee upon the completion of redesigning his office. They set out
to bring new dimensions of light into play
through artistic embellishment of high
quality stainless steel. Years later, their artisans create licensed collegiate products
and many functional decor products.
Renee, the Director of Design, coordinates
custom projects.
Popkess
For more information call 785-2150820 or visit www.the-eclective.com or
www.ssdesignconcepts.com.
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thrift stores have Many new & like-new gift items!
Shop these stores and you
could win a 51” Plasma TV
from
!
A number of thrift stores have
joined forces with Metro Voice to
help you save money and maybe
even win a new 51” Big Screen
Plasma TV as a Christmas present!

!

All
you have to do is
visit one of the thrift stores and
pick up a Punch Card - then have
it punched at all of the participating stores. Other prizes will
include restaurant meal certificates.
This promotion runs through
December 14th. Winners will be
contacted December 16th.

Stop in and get your punchcard
today before it’s too late! Win a
Big Screen TV for Christmas from
Metro Voice!

Participating Thrift Stores:
Following is a list of the thrift
stores participating in the contest.
You can get Punchcards at any of
them, just look for the box like the
one in the picture below!
1. Bargain Barn
21st & Gage • 215-8187
2. God’s Storehouse
2111 SW Chelsea • 608-6743
3. Boyles Joyland Flea Market
29th & Adams • 266-5401
4. Rescue Mission Thrift Store
1312 N. Kansas Ave. • 235-9094
5. Sunflower Flea Market
5816 SW Topeka Blvd. • 554-2192
(Store closing Nov. 30 - punch not
needed to complete punchcard!)
6. The Catch-All Flea Market
1929 S. Kansas Ave. • 215-6355
7. Topeka’s Treasure Chest
420-C SE 29th St. • 215-6618

calendar
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the events

The Area’s Most Complete guide to the Events and Concerts You Want to See!

Church, 4530 Hiawatha Place. For info: 286-0601
CANDLELIGHT CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP SERVICE –
Dec. 24, 8 pm, New Hope Church, 2915 SW 8th St.
Bring your family & join our church family for a special
night of worship.
CANDLELIGHT CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE – Dec. 24,
5:30 & 7pm, First Southern Baptist Church, 19th &
Gage. 272-0443. fsbctopeka.org.
“CASTING CALL” – Dec. 24, 6pm, Maranatha Baptist
Fellowship, 4935 SW Burlingame A Christmas Dramedy
Play, followed by a Candlelight Service & singing of
Christmas Carols. For info call 816-237-6646
CHRISTMAS CANDLELIGHT COMMUNION - Dec. 24, 57pm, Family Life Church of the Nazarene, 1211 NW
46th. A family ‘drop in’ - open house style Christmas
Candlelight Communion on Christmas Eve. Your family
will spend about 20 minutes at 5 different stations in
theme baskets, and sales of crafts, baked goods and
the program; “Overcoming the Odds, He’s our Savior”
candy. For info: 272-3676.
building up to communion with your family. For quesWANAMAKER WOODS COOKIE WALK – Dec. 7, 8-11am. tions 286-1889.
3501 Wanamaker Rd. Homemade cookies $5 per
CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE – Dec. 24,
pound. For info: 845-3122
Rolling Hills Christian Church, 4530 Hiawatha Place.
ST. LUCIA BREAKFAST AND BAZAAR – Dec. 7, 8amFor info: 286-0601
12pm. Brookwood Covenant Church, 3601 SW 33rd St.
EPIPHANY
CELEBRATION! - Jan. 5, 4pm. Fellowship
Traditional Swedish breakfast, live music, gift boutique,
Hall at Kansas Avenue United Methodist Church, 1029
bake sale, and the crowning and retelling of the St.
Lucia legend. $5 adults, $2.50 children. For info: 2723770 or 272-1144
A SLIGHT CHANGE OF PLANS – Dec. 7-8, 7pm.
Northern Hills Baptist Church drama players present a
play by local playwright Kevin Stone. 920 NW 6nd St.
Dinner available at 6pm with a donation and reservations. The play is free and no RSVP required. For info &
dinner reservations: 246-0260
CHRISTMAS EVENTS at Seaman Congregational
Church, 2036 NW Taylor, 354-8777.
Dec. 8 - Bell Choir will perform at 10:30am Worship
Service
Dec. 15 - Lighthouse Day School Childrens Christmas
program at 10:30am Worship Service
Dec. 15 - Youth Christmas Party, 4-6pm, call 215-1673
for info
ROAD TO BETHLEHEM.- Dec. 13-15, Dec. 13, 6:30 –
8:30pm; Dec. 14 & 15 5:30 – 8:30 pm, Grace
Community Church, 310 E 8th St, Overbrook, KS. A fun,
free, live outdoor theatre adventure family event that
allows the visitors to experience the Gospel like no
other experience. Guided 45 minute tours, live animals,
Action Packed Family Fun. Refreshments provided at
the end of your journey. For info:
www.gccinoverbrook.com
PEGGY’S PROMISE HOLIDAY SHOPPING EVENT –
Dec.14, 9am-3pm, Crossroads Wesleyan Church, 2121
S.W. Harrison. Vender booth spaces (6-foot table)
available for $25. Registration funds go directly to
Peggy’s Promise, a nonprofit organization that raises
funds to help families financially during a loved one’s
medical crisis. Info:
Event.Register@peggyspromise.org.
CHRISTMAS CANTATA – Dec. 22, Rolling Hills Christian

FREE LISTINGS! E-mail your events to: Voice@cox.net; mail to
Metro Voice, P.O. 5724, Topeka, KS 66605; or fax to 785-235-3340

CONCERTS

CHRISTMAS IN THE CITY – Topeka Acappella Unlimited,
Sweet Adelines. Free Christmas shows December 2, 3,
10 & 11, 6:30pm each night. Dec. 2 at Seaman
Congregational, 2036 NW Tyler; Dec. 3 at Lowman
UMC, 4000 SW Drury Ln; Dec. 10 at St. David’s
Episcopal, 17th & Gage; Dec. 11 at Grace Point Church,
5400 SW Huntoon. Free will offerings. For info: 2673428 or www.acappellaunlimited.com
MANNHEIM STEAMROLLER CHRISTMAS – Dec. 10, 8
and 10pm. TPAC. $24.40. For info: 234-2787
CHRISTMAS WITH THE WRIGHTS – Dec. 14, 6:30pm,
Big Springs UMC. For info: 289-8905
CHRISTMAS WITH THE WRIGHTS – Dec. 15, 10:30am,
Oakland UMC, 801 Chester. For info: 289-8905
OAK RIDGE BOYS – Dec 17, 7:30-10pm. Topeka
Performing Arts Center, 214 SE 8th. The Oak Ridge
Boys 40th Anniversary Tour AND Christmas Show!
Tickets $44.50, $34.50 T
CHRISTMAS WITH THE WRIGHTS – Dec. 22, 6pm,
Lakeview Church of the Nazarene, 2835 SE Croco Rd.
For info: 289-8905
JIM BRICKMAN – Dec. 31, 7:30pm, TPAC

SPECIAL CHURCH EVENTS

HARVESTER'S PROGRAM FOR SENIOR CITIZENS every second Saturday, takes place at Christian Lord
Ministries, 2421 SE California. Call 266-4979.
ALL U CAN EAT SOUP SUPPER – Dec. 5, 4:30-7pm,
New Hope Church, 2915 SW 8th St. Chili & Vegetable
soup served with dessert & drink. Freewill offering.
WHAT: SPEAK UP, SPEAK OUT POETRY NIGHT – Dec. 6,
7-9pm, World Cup Expresso Cafe 1501 Sw 21st.
Sponsored by Daddy's Girls Inc. The theme for this
event is "If I could just then..." Featuring local author
LaVonne Meadows. For info: Daddy's Girls Inc. at 9690491.
CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON AND BAZAAR – Dec. 6,
10:30am-2pm, St. John’s Lutheran Church, 901 S.W.
Fillmore. Luncheon begins at 11 a.m. Features homemade crafts, baked goods/sweet shop and cookie walk
sold by the pound. Lunch tickets: $7 for adults, $3 for
children younger than 12.
ANNUAL CHRISTMAS BAZAAR & LUNCHEON – Dec. 7,
9am-1pm, Crestview UMC, 2245 SW Eveningside Dr.
Lunch served 11:0 to 1:00. Cost of the chili or soup
lunch is $6. Bazaar includes a silent auction with

N Kansas Ave, A moving reenactment of the wise
men's arrival at the manger, music, and readings. A
number of beautiful Nativities on display and an allchocolate buffet.

SEMINARS & CONFERENCES

CHRISTIAN PRINCIPLES FOR FINANCIAL PLANNING –
Dec. 5, 5:15-6:30pm, Bank of America Bldg, 3rd floor,
Forum Room, 534 S Kansas Ave. Hosted and presented
by Jim Hanna, Ameriprise Financial. Free seminar. RSVP
by Dec. 2 to 357-6278 or
margaret.k.telthoust@ampf.com
2013 HEALTH CARE REFORM WORKSHOP - Dec. 17,
6–8pm, , T&SC Public Library, Marvin Auditorium.
Keynote Speaker: Scott Day, Owner, Day Insurance
Solutions, Inc., President, Kansas Assoc. of Health
Underwriters; Kansas State Employees Health Care
Commission. Free to the public. For info: Bob Faught
806-7806 or bfaught@srsii.org
ONETHING 2013 YOUNG ADULT CONFERENCE. Dec.
28-31. Kansas City Convention Center. Spon. by
International House of Prayer. Speakers include: Mike
Bickle, Francis Chan, Allen Hood, Misty Edwards, Matt
Redman, Jesus Culture & Banning Liebscher.

n CALENDAR CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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FAMILY-FRIENDLY EVENTS

NOTO MARKET ON FIRST FRIDAYS – NOTO arts district. Enjoy arts, antiques, fine crafts, and flea market
items.
ELEPHANT TRAINING – Fridays at 11am, Topeka Zoo,
635 SW Gage. For info: 438-9909.
GIRAFFE FEEDING – Every Sat. 11am. Topeka Zoo, 635
SW Gage. For info: 438-9909.
AMERICANA MUSIC ACADEMY COMMUNITY ACOUSTIC
JAM, 3 to 5 p.m. Saturdays, lower level, Potwin
Presbyterian Church, 400 S.W. Washburn. 259-3110.
BONE DAY – Every Sunday, 1:30pm. Topeka Zoo, 635
SW Gage. The big cats wait all week for this! Come
watch them enjoy their bones! For info: 438-9909
KANSAS AVENUE MARKET – 10-5 Wednesdays,
Thursdays & Fridays; also second Saturday of each
month, 10am-3pm; and during First Friday Art Walk,
628 S Kansas Ave. Multiple vendors, entertainment,
refreshments.
KCP&L PLAZA LIGHTS. Now through Jan. 12, 5pm –
3am. countryclubplaza.com
PUBLIC SKATING – Nov. 30, 12:30pm; Dec. 1, 4pm,
Kansas Expocentre. For info: 235-1986
SMALL BUSINESS SATURDAY – Nov. 30, all over
Topeka. Shop smart this holiday season and find great
deals on unique gifts by shopping local small businesses. It’s a great way to support your community
and miss the chaos of large department stores.
MIRACLE ON KANSAS AVENUE TREE LIGHTING AND
PARADE – Nov. 30, 5-8pm. 6th and Kansas Ave.
2013 MIRACLE ON KANSAS AVENUE RESCUE RUN –
Nov. 30, 4:20pm. MKA Invitational 5k run. Traditional
Rescue Run 5k run and 1.5 miles walk at 5pm. For
info: trmonline.org/rescuerun
CHRISTMAS VESPERS – Dec. 1, 2pm. Kansas
Territorial Capital Museum, 609 E Woodson,
Lecompton, KS. For info: 887-6148
SANTA ARRIVES – Dec 1, 1:15pm on the Union Pacific
Train. Bring the family & get your photo taken with
Santa! The Station will be providing cookies and
cocoa, holiday crafts, and mini-hand car rides.
Amazing Christopher will be here twisting balloons for
the kids, Children 12 & under is FREE! Adults &
Seniors are $3 each
FESTIVAL OF TREES – Dec. 5-8, 9am-4pm, except
Dec. 8 11am-2pm Features trees & wreaths beautifully
decorated by talented designers. Enjoy performers
from local schools and groups. Holiday décor and gifts
for sale. Tickets $5, seniors $3, 12 & under free.
RONALD MCDONALD HOUSE COOKIE WALK – Dec. 6,
9am-8pm. Ronald McDonald House, 825 SW
Buchanan

BALLET MIDWEST PRESENTS THE NUTCRACKER –
Dec. 6, 8pm; Dec. 7, 2pm & 8pm; Dec. 8, 2pm. Topeka
Performing Arts Center. Tickets $16 Adult, $14 Senior,
$8 Youth 18 & under, $40 Family 4-pack
PICS WITH ST. NIC – Saturday, December 7, 9am 11am, at Journey Church, 2727 Wanamaker Dr. Free
pictures, free cookies and fun!
DISNEY ON ICE – Dec. 5-6, 7pm. Dec. 7, 11am, 3pm &
7pm. Dec. 8, 1pm. Kansas Expocentre. Your favorite
Disney characters come to life during the show that’s
full of music, lights & laughter. ticketmaster.com
COAT DISTRIBUTION – Dec. 7, 9am-3pm. The
Salvation Army will distribute coats at 1320 SE 6th St.
233-9648 or leeann_burkett@usc.salvationarmy.org
ADOPTION INFORMATION MEETING – Dec.12, 6 7:30pm. We will be talking about adoption both international and domestic, the home study process, Safe
Families and (un)adopted ministries. Lifeline
Children’s Services of Kansas, 4745 NW Hunter’s Ridge
Circle, Suite C Office: 785.783.4577
HOLIDAY ENTERTAINING WITH DIY FOOD BARS - Dec.
12, 6-8pm. HyVee, 29th & Wanamaker. A big trend for
holiday entertaining is to serve a do-it-yourself food
bar. Learn how to plan both simple and elaborate food
bars including a crostini bar, mashed potato bar,
brunch bar, dessert bar and more! Recipes and generous tastings included. Registration is required. $20 per
person. Register at Customer Service or call 272-1763.
RED STOCKING BREAKFAST – Dec. 14, 7:30-10:30am,
Carlos OKelly’s Mexican Café, 3425 S. Kansas Ave.
Cost: $18 Fund Raiser: A Benefit for the Kansas
Children’s Service League
PUBLIC SKATING – Dec. 14, 12:30pm; Dec. 15, 4pm,
Kansas Expocentre. For info: 235-1986
KIDS IN THE KITCHEN - Dec. 17, 6- 7:15 p.m., HyVee,
29th & Wanamaker. Join us to read, “The Sweet Smell
of Christmas.” We will create delicious dishes using
Christmas smells including peppermint, gingerbread,
hot cocoa, orange & pine. Kids get to make a hot
cocoa gift jar to take home and eat two healthy
recipes. Registration required. $10 child. Register at
Customer Service or call 272-1763
KIDS CLOSET WINTER SALE – Dec. 19-21, Thu & Fri
10am-9pm; Sat 8-5, at Sunrise Optimist Club, 720 NE
50th St., across from Seaman High. For consignment
info, etc. call 271-8680.
KANSAS BALLET PRESENTS THE NUTCRACKER LIVE
ORCHESTRA – Dec. 21, 7pm & Dec. 22, 1pm. Topeka
Performing Arts Center, 214 SE 8th, Topeka. Tickets
$18.00 Adult, $14 Senior, $10 Youth 12 and under.
SECRET HOLIDAY LAB – Dec 21 & 23, 11am & 2pm.
Kansas Children’s Discovery Center, 783-8300. $5 The
Top Secret Holiday Lab will be open for children to create one-of-a-kind gifts for a special person.
HARLEM GLOBETROTTERS GAME – Dec. 24, 7-9:30pm.
Kansas Expocentre. Now in their 88th consecutive sea-

son of touring the world, the Harlem Globetrotters
showcase a captivating assortment of trick shots,
high-flying dunks and ball-handling wizardry combined
with a side-splitting array of comedy guaranteed to
entertain both the young and young-at-heart.
PUBLIC SKATING – Dec. 28, 12:30pm; Dec. 15, 4pm,
Kansas Expocentre. For info: 235-1986

FAMILY-FRIENDLY DESTINATIONS
BROWN V. BOARD NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE – Daily,
9am–5pm, 1515 SE Monroe. Located in the former allblack Monroe School. Free admission. For info: 3544273 or www.nps.gov/brvb/.
CEDAR CREST, official residence of the KS Governor
¬– Mon., 1pm-3pm, with tours on the half hour, 1 SW
Cedar Crest Rd. Free adm. For info: 296-3636.
COMBAT AIR MUSEUM – Mon.-Sat., 9:30am-4:30pm;
Sun. noon–4:30pm, Hanger 602, Forbes Field. For info:
862-3303 or combatairmusem.org.
CURTIS HOUSE MUSEUM – Every Sat., 11am-3pm; by
appointment other times, 1101 SW Topeka Blvd. Former
mansion of Charles Curtis, 31st Vice President of the
US, and the only one of American Indian heritage.
Cost $5. For info: 357-1371 or 597-5380.
CONSTITUTION HALL – Wed.-Sat., 9am-5pm; Sun., 15pm, National Landmark, Kansas State Historic Site,
Civil War History: Famous Lecompton Constitution, 319
Elmore, Lecompton. For info: 887-6520 or
consthall@kshs.org; or kshs.org/constitution_hall.
GREAT OVERLAND STATION – Railroad museum, education center, veterans memorial and more. 701 N.
Kansas Avenue. Tue-Sat 10am-4pm; Sun 1-4pm.
Closed on Sundays in Jan. & Feb. Adm: $4 adults, $3
seniors,$2 children age 3-12. For info: 232-5533 or
greatoverlandstation.com.
HISTORIC RITCHIE HOUSE – Tour the oldest remaining
home in Topeka (built 1856-57). 1116 Madison.
Admission free. 10am-2pm; weaving demonstrations,
games, food & more.
HOLLEY MILITARY MUSEUM – Downtown Ramada Inn.
Featuring 5 galleries, named after world leaders.
Featuring World War II artifacts, Air Force One exhibit,
Kansas War Heroes, Space, Vietnam & more. Cost:
Free. 10am-8pm daily.
KANSAS NATIONAL GUARD MUSEUM – Forbes Field.
For hours & info: 862-1020.
KANSAS MUSEUM OF HISTORY - 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Tuesday - Saturday, 1 - 5 p.m. Sunday. 6425 SW 6th
Avenue. 785-272-8681, kshs.org/museum
KANSAS STATE CAPITOL – Mon.-Fri., 8am–5pm, SW
10th & Jackson St. Tours provided. For info: 296-3966
or www.kshs.org/capitol.
OLD PRAIRIE TOWN – 1st & Clay. Open Mon.-Sat.,
10am-4pm; Sun. 12-4pm. Daily guided tours: M-F
10am, 12 & 2pm; Sat. & Sun. 12 & 2pm. 368-2441.
ROEBKE HOUSE MUSEUM – 216 New York, Holton. For
info: 364-4991.
TERRITORIAL CAPITAL MUSEUM – Wed.-Sat., 11am4pm; Sun., 1-5pm, National Register Site, 3 floors of
Civil War and Victorian Artifacts, President
Eisenhower's parents’ marriage site: 640 E. Woodson
Ave., Lecompton. For info: 887-6148 or lanemuseum@aol.com or lecomptonkansas.com.
TOPEKA/SHAWNEE COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY – 1515
SW 10th St. Mon.-Fri., 9am-9pm, Sat., 9am-6pm, Sun.,
12-9pm. For info: 580-4400.
TOPEKA ZOO – Gage Blvd. between 6th & 10th St. Zoo
hours 9am-5pm. Birthday Parties available -- choose
from two separate party packages; parties last two
hours. For info: 368-9180 or topekazoo.com.

FINE ART

FIRST FRIDAY ART WALK – 1st Friday of every month
at various Topeka galleries. Downtown businesses
open late, including Hazel Hill, Kansas Avenue Market
& The Merchant. For info: artsconnecttopeka.org.
"ART WALK AT THE T.V. UP/DOWN GALLERY!" – First
Friday of every month, TV Up Down Gallery, 909 ½ S.
Kansas Ave. "Art, Music, and More!"
BEACH MUSEUM OF ART – 701 Beach Lane, Kansas
State University, Manhattan. For info: 532-7718.
BEAUCHAMP’S ART GALLERY – 3113 SW Huntoon. For
info: Bob Swain, 233-0300 or
beauchampsart@cox.net.
THE ECLECTIVE: ECLECTIC ART SHOWROOM & STUDIOS – 900 N. Kansas in the NOTO Arts District.
MULVANE ART MUSEUM – at Washburn University.
Free admission, open to the public. For info: 670-1124.
MANHATTAN ARTS CENTER – 1520 Poyntz Ave.,
Manhattan. 785-537-4420. Gallery Hours: M - F10am5pm, Sat 1-4pm.
SIGNS OF LIFE GALLERY – 722 Massachusetts St.,
Lawrence. 830-8030 or SignsofLifeGallery.com.
SOUTHWIND GALLERY – 3074 SW 29th Street, Topeka.
Kansas 150 Art Exhibit – 150 original paintings and
fine art photography. KTWU Lights-Camera Auction
Reception, featuring “Master’s Paintings.” 273-5994
STRECKER-NELSON GALLERY – 406 1/2 Poyntz,
Manhattan. For info: 537-2099.
THE UPSTAGE GALLERY – 720 SW Jackson (Historic
Jayhawk Theatre). Open for 1st Fri. Artwalk 5-8pm.
TOPEKA ART GUILD & GALLERY – Wed.-Sat., 11am-

5pm, Fairlawn Plaza. 273-7646 or topekaartguild.org.

MEETINGS & CLASSES

WOMEN’S CONNECTION MERRY CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON – Dec. 5, 11:30am, Capitol Plaza Hotel 1717 SW
Topeka Blvd. Entertainment includes music, gift wrapping demonstration, Inspirational message. $14
including lunch. RSVP: Ann at 266-1522 or Jeanie at
233-1387.
SATURDAY WOMEN’S CONNECTION “CHRISTMAS
BRUNCH” – Dec. 7, 10am, T&SC Public Library, 1515
SW 10th Ave. Event Cost including meal: $13. RSVPs:
Arlene, 233-0701 or email: leidacloud@cox.net.
Business Feature: Ruth Puegot, owner of Flowers &
Gifts, ETC, in Fleming Place, with holiday gift ideas,
gift wrapping, & floral arrangements. Music: Gene &
Nancy Riggs with Christmas songs. Speaker: Sandy
Badgett of Shawnee, KS, popular speaker & author will
speak on “Finding hope at Christmas” even in the
midst of the unexpected journeys of life.”
C5 FREE Christmas Luncheon: Dec. 12, 11:30-1,
Ramada West, 605 Fairlawn - A casual & fun Holiday
Mixer presented by C5 & Kansas Koyotes, and it’s all
at NO CHARGE! Featuring appearances by Koyotes
players and cheer team members, plus holiday music
by Heritage Christian School and more! No charge for
luncheon but YOU MUST RSVP! Prizes to be given
away, including Koyotes Season Tickets! Open to the
public – come find out more about C5 businesses &
organizations and network/fellowship with others. For
RSVPs & info: info@C5Alive.org.
HOME GROUP STARTING FOR PASTOR CHUCK BALDWIN'S LIBERTY FELLOWSHIP – For further information
please contact Clark Sann at topkshg@gmail.com. A
meeting time will be established to suit interested participants.
PERSPECTIVES ON THE WORLD CHRISTIAN MOVEMENT - Jan 21-May 13, Topeka Spring Class: Tuesdays,
6:30-9:30pm, Northland Christian Church, 3102 NW
Topeka Blvd. A New Speaker every week for 15 weeks.
College credit option. Register today at www.perspectives.org >Find a class – Topeka.
BIBLE STUDY ON THE BOOK OF ESTHER - 6pm Sunday
evenings, Cornerstone Community Church, 7620 SW
21st. For info: 478-2929
DEAF WORSHIP SERVICE – 3rd Sun., 3pm, Faith
Lutheran Church, 17th & Gage. Also, every Sun.
9:30am service is interpreted.
FAMILY EXPERIENCE (FX) – Every Sun., 6:01pm,
Fairlawn Church of Nazarene, 730 Fairlawn Rd. A time
of high intensity, action packed, skit mania, worship
music all centered around the word of God for 45 minutes. A free family worship event. For info: Emily Moore,
272-6322 or fxthelawn@gmail.com.
LADIES' SMALL GROUP – Every Sun., 6pm, Bethel
Baptist Church, 4011 N. Kansas Ave. Studying the book

of Esther, using the DVD series "It's Tough Being a
Woman" by Beth Moore. All welcome. Info: 286-0467.
CHRISTIANS FOR LIFE – 2nd Mon., 7pm-prayer, 8pmshort business meeting, Community Church, 1819 SW
21st. A pro-life educational ministry. 286-3432 .
THE FORCE (Students Taking Action) – 1st Mon. & 3rd
Tue., 6:30-8pm, Safe Streets, 2209 SW 29th St. A
group that's committed to being alcohol & drug free.
Associate with like-minded peers, plan activities & get
involved in the community. All youth ages 12-18 are
invited. For info: 266-4606.
HEARTLAND HEALTHY NEIGHBORHOODS – 2nd Mon.,
11:45am-1pm. Promoting neighborhood well-being by
mobilizing people, ideas & resources. 233-1365.
POINT MAN AND HOME FRONT OF SHAWNEE CO - 1st,
3rd & 5th Tues. of each month, 6-8pm, Topeka Bible
Church, 1101 SW Mulvane, Potluck dinner begins at
6:10 PM. A Bible study and support group for military &
veterans and their wives, moms and sisters. Interested
in joining or volunteering? Contact David or Jacque
Ankenman at 249-8359 or 221-1739.
TOPEKA LINCOLN CLUB – 1st Tue. of month, 7pm,
Topeka Public Library. Discussing our greatest
President, Abraham Lincoln, and his times. The public
is welcome. For info, contact Kirk Nystrom 235-6977.
CONCERNED WOMEN FOR AMERICA (CWA) – 3rd Tue.,
10am-12noon, Northland Christian Church, 3102 NW
Topeka Blvd. 224-7126 or cwatopeka@giantcomm.net.
NAMI TOPEKA – Every 2nd Tue., 6:45pm, lower level of
Valeo, 330 SW Oakley. If door is locked, call 608-1317
to get in. The 1st hour is often a discussion of an
important topic or video. The 2nd hour is usually a
support talk time, with separate consumer & family
groups. For info: 608-1317.
OUR LADY OF THE FAITHFUL – Every 1st Tues., 6:30pm
Mass followed by Dinner, Most Pure Heart of Mary
Catholic Church. A Catholic group for those in their 2030s. For info: Michelle Ann 580-3071 or ourladyofthefaithful@gmail.com. All events are also posted on
Facebook at "Ourladyof theFaithful."
SUNRISE OPTIMIST CLUB – Every Tue., 6:30am,
Sunrise Optimist Complex, 720 NW 50th St. For info:
Gary, 246-1291.
O.W.L.S. (Older Wise Loving Saints) - meets the second
Tuesday of the month. Location varies and can be
found at www.faithfamilylife.com
S.W.A.G. (Spiritual Warriors Anointed by God) youth
group - Wed at 7:00 p.m. 3710 NW Topeka Blvd.
AWANA – Every Wed., 6-8pm, First Southern Baptist
Church, 1912 SW Gage Blvd. Bible based program for
children & youth ages 3-HS. For info: 272-0443.
AWANA – Every Wed., 6:30pm, Bethel Baptist Church,
4011 N. Kansas Ave. Bible based program for children
& youth ages 3-HS. For info: 286-0467.
AWANA – Every Wed., 6:30-8pm, Auburn Christian
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Church. Bible based program for children & youth ages
3-HS. For info: 256-2515.
MACHINE EMBROIDERY CLUB – 1st Wed.,
9am–2:30pm, Our Savior's Lutheran Church, 2021 SW
29th Street (south doors). To teach each other, enjoy
fellowship & complete projects. Call Anne 271-1567.
SAFE STREETS MEETING – 1st Wed., 11:45am, Golf
Park Blvd, 2 blocks west of Adams. Info: 266-4606.
STUDENT IMPACT – Every Wed., 6–8pm, First Southern
Baptist, 1912 SW Gage Blvd. Youth games, teaching,
worship, small groups. For info: 272-0443.
TGIW: “TEACHING GOD’S INFINITE WISDOM” MEN’S
STUDY – Every Wed., 6:15am, Backyard Burgers in
Lawrence. Affiliated with CharacterCounts.com. David
Scheib, 865-5258 or dvscheib@sunflower.com.
BIBLE STUDY - every Thur. 1pm-3pm in the Prayer Rm
at Faith Family Life Centre, 3710 NW Topeka Blvd.
BIBLES AND BOOTS: Chapter of Cowboys for Christ
Fellowship – 3rd Thurs., 7:30pm, Wamego. Call for

location. All welcome, no membership dues, livestock
ownership not required. Fellowship & fun! Doug Palmer,
Pres. 410-9097, or Dave Boyd, V.P. 364-2779.
CHRISTIAN CHALLENGE – Every Thurs. 7–9pm, First
Southern Baptist, 1912 SW Gage Blvd. Worship for college students.
FULL GOSPEL BUSINESSMEN’S FELLOWSHIP – 3rd
Thurs., 6pm meal, 7pm meeting, Coyote Canyon,
Huntoon & Wanamaker. Kirk Nystrom, 235-6977.
iMOM – 1st & 3rd Thurs., 9-11:30am, Topeka Bible
Church Fellowship Hall, 1135 SW College. For all moms,
helping them to be intentional! For info: 234-5545.
NAMI WASHBURN – 4th Thurs., 6-8pm, Spirit Building
Room, University United Methodist Church, 1621 SW
College Ave. NAMI is a student-run, student-led organization that provides mental health support, education, & advocacy in the Washburn University setting. A
support group is also available during this time.
OPERATION BACKPACK – 1st Thurs., 6pm, Lyman

Learning Center, Lyman and N. Kansas Ave. Volunteers
gather to assemble Weekend Snack Sacks for lowincome students. Sponsored by Topeka North
Outreach. For info: 286-1370.
SINGLES BIBLE STUDY – 2nd & 4th Thurs., 7pm,
Heartland Worship Center Church of God, 1401 NW
Harrison. For info: 232-5503.
TOPEKA GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY – 4th Thurs., 7pm,
Topeka Shawnee County Public Library, 1515 SW 10th
St. No program in Nov. or Dec. Promotes & stimulates
the education, knowledge & interest of the membership & the public in family history, genealogical records
& research. For info: 233-5762 or tgstopeka.org.
AGLOW INTERNATIONAL TOPEKA – A Kingdom focused
ministry for men & women. Meeting once a month at
the Ramada Inn, 420 E 6th Street. Call 230-4441 or
email topekaaglow@hotmail for dates/times.
KINGDOM ADVISORS BREAKFAST STUDY MEETING –
Every 2nd Fri., 7:15am, Perkins Restaurant, 1720 SW
Wanamaker Rd. Financial Planners, Accountants,
Attorney’s & Insurance Agents invited to attend. kingdomadvisors.org or Jim Hanna, 357-6278, ext.19.
TOPEKA (Downtown) OPTIMIST CLUB – Every Fri.,
noon, Top of the Tower. Serving the youth of Topeka.
Anyone welcome. 272-1099 or fostern60@yahoo.com.
VIP LUNCHEON FOR SENIORS – Every Fri., Noon, North
Topeka Baptist Church, 123 NW Gordon. FREE lunch
with Christian fellowship, devotions & entertainment
provided by Topeka North Outreach. For Info: 286-1370.
A GOOD YARN CLUB – 2nd & 4th Sat., 9-11am,
Wanamaker Rd Baptist Church, 2700 SW Wanamaker.
Doing Good for Others: Knitting & Crocheting for Local
Charities, free yarn, needles, hooks & patterns. All are
welcome. Info: Debby, 215-4889, ddhenrikson@cox.net
BIBLE QUIZZING – 1st Sat. Learn God's Word & have
fun doing it with area Christian youth ages 9-19. New
teams forming now for this year's season of quizzing.
YFC/YEA style quizzing & rules. For info: 913-593-6427
or biblequizzer.org.
MONTHLY SCORE MEETING – 1st Sat., 8-9:30am,
Comfort Suites, 6213 SW 10th. Small business owners
are invited to attend monthly Breakfast Roundtable
discussions with members of SCORE (Service Corps of
Retired Executives). For info: 234-3049.
FREE ENGLISH CLASSES – Every Sat. 9-10:30am,
Central Congregational Church, 1248 SW Buchannan.
For info: 235-2376.
RUSSIAN HOUSE OF PRAYER – Every Sat., 4pm,
Williamstown Assembly of God, 1225 Oak St.,
Perry/Williamstown. For info: 597-5228.
SINGLES PLAY CARDS – 1st Sat., 6pm, St. Peter’s
UMC, NW 35th & Hwy 75; 3rd Sat., 6pm, Countryside
UMC, 3221 SW Burlingame Rd. Christian singles 18 &
over. Bring a snack or 2-liter soda & join the fun.
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MOVIES, BOOKS, MUSIC & MORE!

‘CATCHING FIRE’ A LESSON IN SELFLESSNESS
moviereview
by Justin Sarachik

Katniss Everdeen and
Peeta Mellark both won. Or
so they thought. They were
declared victors of the
Hunger Games—the highest
achievement someone from
one of Panem's 12 outlying
districts could ever hope for.
They became instant national
celebrities. The Capitol,
they're promised, will take
care of them for the rest of
their lives.
But it is the hollowest
of victories and the most
excruciating of celebrations, they soon find.
They have been forced to
kill for their crowns, and
the pain and guilt of the
blood on their hands eats at
them. And every so often,
they're trotted out for the
cameras like 4-H cattle,
propaganda tools for the
Capitol.
They may have walked out of
the arena, but the Capitol took
their lives from them all the
same.
And now President Snow
wants even more. Some viewed
their wining strategy as an act of
defiance—a finger in the eye of
the Capitol. Rebellion is brewing,
and Snow, Panem's oppressor in
chief, feels there's only one way to
quell it: Bring Katniss to heel or

eliminate her for good.
Thus, Snow abruptly announces a
change for the upcoming 75th Hunger
Games––for the first time ever, former
victors—those supposedly safe for life—
will return to the arena to kill again.
Panem's Hunger Games is predicated on one central trait we humans all
share: a will to live. For three-quarters of
a century, the Games has played on that
inborn instinct of its
contestants, and
often its victors are
those

with the most honed survival skills. They and more important than any one perare the ones who are the most ruthless, son, they say.
The premise and plot of The Hunger
the ones who will do anything—lie,
Games can recall for some the Church's
cheat, kill—to make it out alive.
"Nobody decent ever wins the earliest martyrs—those who took part in
Games," Katniss admits. Good souls, like another bloody spectacle on the floor of
Peeta, are often the first to be slaugh- the Roman Colosseum. Sure, those early
Christians never marched their way
tered.
toward outright
But what if that
rebellion.
They
instinct
was
were just trying to
shrugged off, like a
be true to their
coat? What if tribSTARS: Jennifer Lawrence, Josh
God. But their
utes decided to not
courage and sacrikill one another? To Hutcherson, Liam Hemsworth, Woody
fice arguably paved
work together? As Harrelson, Lenny Kravitz, Donald
the way for huge
this game com- Sutherland, Philip Seymour Hoffman,
change within the
mences,
that's Elizabeth Banks, Stanley Tucci, Sam
Roman world. A
exactly what hap- Claflin, Toby Jones, Jena Malone
century or two later,
pens. These honed RATING: PG-13
the entire Empire—
killers—many of
them, anyway—fight not one another, a land that shares some commonalities
but the common enemy that oppresses with fictional Panem—became a
them, and sometimes sacrifice them- Christian one. Panem is a horrible place,
and lots of horrible things go on in this
selves in the process.
Peeta is the first to offer himself for story about it. But it's a dystopian counanother. He makes Haymitch promise try that serves as a backdrop for both
that he'll help Katniss survive at the sacrifice and heroism. None of our
expense of his own life. And Katniss, not favorite characters want to live in Panem
even 45 minutes later, begs Haymitch to any more than we would. But in such
make the exact same promise to her. circumstances, it's not about regretting
Then, as the "game" trundles on, we see the times in which we live. To quote
tribute after tribute standing firm in the Gandalf the Grey, it's about deciding
gap and dying in others' stead—usually "what to do with the time that is given to
dying for Katniss and Peeta. They know us." Time is indeed a huge element in
that Katniss has become a symbol of The Hunger Games: Catching Fire. We
resistance. And if Panem will ever be free see that everyone—and not just the tribof tyranny, she will have to survive and utes—is living on borrowed amounts of
it. Few outside the Capitol can really be
escape.
Such sacrifice is not seen in just the sure they'll survive to the next sunrise.
arena. Everywhere people sacrifice their And as each hour's danger gives way to
own safety and risk life and limb to sup- the next, the movie becomes a study of
port Panem's burgeoning rebellion: what people will do with the next few
What's happening in Panem is bigger moments that they do know they have.

film411

Book on persecution opens eyes and hearts
It has been an astonishing last 12
months for books on the persecution of
Christians when there has been such
silence on the issue for so long.
First came ‘Christianophobia: A
Faith Under Attack’ in late 2012; then
the more simply titled, ‘Persecuted: the
Global Assault on Christians’ in March
of 2013; and last month the latest and
longest of the titles so far: ‘The Global
War on Christians: Dispatches from the
Front Lines of Anti-Christian
Persecution’.
Of the three, two are written by
journalists with little history of reporting on the religious liberty arena –
Rupert Short writing Christianophobia
and John L Allen Jr., penning the latest
book – as opposed to the battle hardened trio of Paul Marshall, Leila Gilbert
and Nina Shea.
This is not always a fault of course,
as they bring a bug-eyed enthusiasm to
exposing statistics and trends that others
in the field may have grown accustomed
to tolerating, but what is fascinating is
how similarly all three books read – they
are all essentially journalistic briefings
and round-ups of countries and regions

where persecution of Christians is rife.
Of the three, it is Allen’s that stands
out as the most comprehensive and well
written, showing a nodding acquaintance with a far wider range of source
material than the two previous books,
and bringing a deep knowledge of
Roman Catholic sources into play,
which is most welcome.
Allen uses numbers from the Center
for the Study of Global Christianity that
claim the number of Christian martyrs
runs at 100,000 per year. Like most
authors in the field he starts with outrage at the unreported nature of the
story of Christian persecution: “Why
isn’t the whole world abuzz with outrage
over the grotesque violations of human
rights at Me’eter [Eritrea]?” he asks.
Marshalling the evidence, he is bold
to call the global persecution of
Christians a ‘war’: “What other word are
we supposed to use? We’re talking about
a massive, worldwide pattern of violence
and oppression directed against a specific group of people, often explicitly
understood by its perpetrators as part of
a broader cultural and spiritual struggle”.
He then speculates helpfully as to

why this global ‘war’ on Christians is so
underreported. The world at large fails
to see the story because, following
French philosopher and former government official Regis Debray’s analysis, the
victims are too Christian to excite the
Left and too foreign to interest the
Right.
As for the silence of Western

Filling a Void in
Christian Cinema
Christian Newswire – The founders of
United Christian Films ("UCF") are on a
quest to change the landscape of Christian
films by making movies that target
Hollywood's largest demographic.
"There are a lot of good Christian
movies out there, but at the end of the day
they typically don't appeal to today's
youth," says Dennis Ward, VP of Creative
Services. "We've had so many kids tell us
that today's Christian movies don't speak
to the issues they are facing or even entertain them. Our mission is to change that."
The challenge is not an easy one
because it is not something that the industry supports; however, other artists have
found a way.
"Christian music has successfully
crossed over," states Brad Perkins, VP of
Operations. "Artists like Skillet, tobyMac,
NeedToBreathe, and others have shown
that Christian music is extremely appealing to the youth as well as non-believers.
We want to do that with movies."
One way to do this is making movies
that appeal to younger audiences. The
company's first planned feature,
Missionary Men, is a hilarious comedy
about four teenagers who try to drive
from Kansas City to Peru in an attempt to
spread the Gospel, and is meant to target
younger audiences.
"Our research indicates the number
one genre of film among younger adults is
comedy and overwhelmingly people were
more likely to see a movie with recognizable talent," says John Struhar, VP Of
Investor Relations. "By combining these
aspects, we have shot at appealing to
young audiences."
For more information about United
Christian Films, visit www.unitedchristianfilms.com.

Could a new focus on the persecuted millions usher us
into a time of renewed Christian missionary ferment…?
Churches, Allen puts it down to most
Christians having “no personal experience of persecution” and also a tendency to interpret Christianity in purely
pietistic terms, or even “good cause
fatigue”.
The first part of the book is an excellent round up of recent persecution
incidents and trends, region by region.
He covers Africa, Asia, Latin America,
the Middle East, and Eastern Europe
with a sure-footed and balanced
overview.
Allen tackles five myths about
Christian persecution that lead to the
whole phenomenon being downplayed.
Myth #1 is “…that Christians are at
risk only where they’re a minority”.
Myth #2 is “…that no one saw it coming”. Myth #3 is “…that it’s all about
Islam”. The final two myths may be the
most important, however, in delaying a
groundswell of effective outrage at the
extent of anti-Christian persecution.
One is the myth that “…it’s only persecution if the motives are religious.”
Denial strategies are in place such that
whenever someone experiences persecution, either “they were too aggressive,”

or “it’s probably all exaggerated,” or
most significantly, “they were not hurt
from a religious motive.” The final myth
is “…that anti-Christian persecution is a
political issue”.
Allen’s final section is a round up,
perhaps somewhat optimistic in tone, of
the significance and future role the
whole issue could have in terms of politics and church life. Allen expects the
persecution of Christians to be a “signature concern” among policy makers in
the 21st century.
It is perhaps appropriate that Allen
largely ends with the spiritual implications of global persecution, a subject
that is talked too little about. Could a
new focus on the persecuted millions
usher us into a time of renewed
Christian missionary ferment, as the
sharper edges of Christ’s concern are
shown in bold and attractive relief by
the growing hostility?
The book is kind in its tone and its
treatment of its sources, refusing to pin
the cause of the persecuted to one patch
of ideological terrain. For that reason
alone, one hopes the book will be a great
success.

Winter jam coming to Kansas City
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It’s already here again, isn’t it? The
weather changes dramatically (at least in the Midwest), but not as drastically
as the displays at the stores.
I mean, one minute we’re
buying candy corn and
pumpkin scented candles,
but the next we’re rushing
to grab anything pine or
apple spice. We are in the
middle of raking leaves
while advertisers are
encouraging us to purchase snow shovels.
Fortunately, we know what this season is truly about, and I’m hopeful we
can make a point of remembering as the
stress of the marketing campaigns
increase in speed and the plans for celebration reach a boiling point. I do love
this time of year, but have to admit that I
get distracted, even in my forties, by the
pomp that comes with it.
Okay, enough of my own pomp…

here’s the music news for December and
the New Year!
The Winter Jam will be coming to
Kansas City on January 31.
Continuing in bringing
excellent musical acts and
for a very affordable $10,
the performers for 2014 will
include Lecrae, PLUMB,
Newsboys, Tenth Avenue
North, Thousand Foot
Krutch and American Idol
alum Colton Dixon to
name a few. This would be a
great opportunity for fans
of a whole variety of music to enjoy.
Guest speaker and founder of the student
ministry PULSE, Nick Hall will present
challenges to both the leadership attending the concert as well as the youth. For
more information, please visit
jamtour.com/home.
Another American Idol artist will
also be performing on tour this
Christmas season. As mentioned previously, Angie Miller will be performing
with multi-platinum and award-winning
artist Michael W. Smith on his Christmas

Tour. Continuing the holiday tradition,
Smith will be performing with the Dallas
Symphony Orchestra for two nights,
Dec. 9 and 10, and Third Day has
announced they will be on tour with
Smith on the Dec 5, 6 and 7 dates (Fargo,
ND, Sioux Falls, SD, St. Paul, Minn.,
respectively). Though the tour will not be
coming directly to this area, fans can
catch the concert in Salina, KS. Please
visit MichaelWSmith.com for more
information
Many multi-award winning artists,
including Michael W. Smith and the
Newsboys have contributed to a new collection of songs, “My Hope,” dedicated to
the ministry of Billy Graham. The
album, titled after Billy Graham’s new
evangelical special of the same title, will
also feature artists including Israel
Houghton, Kari Jobe, Matthew West,
Tommy Coomes Band, Nichole
Nordeman, TobyMac, Darlene Zschech,
Amy Grant and Lacey Sturm.
“This is such a great project,” Michael
W. Smith commented, “everyone has
come together out of our tremendous
love and respect for Billy Graham. The
impact he has had on all of us and the
impact he has had on eternity is immeasurable.”
Lastly, let us celebrate the Blessed Gift
that God offered us over twenty centuries
ago. Thank you, and please have a wonderful Christmas and New Year!

Fox News' Highly Reluctant Jesus Follower
by Kirsten Powers

Just seven years ago, if someone had told
me that I'd be writing for Christianity
Todaymagazine about how I came to
believe in God, I would have laughed out
loud. If there was one thing in which I was
completely secure, it was that I would never
adhere to any religion—especially to evangelical Christianity, which I held in particular contempt.
I grew up in the Episcopal Church in
Alaska, but my belief was superficial and
flimsy. It was borrowed from my archaeologist father, who was so brilliant he taught
himself to speak and read Russian. When I
encountered doubt, I would fall back on
the fact that he believed.
Leaning on my father's faith got me
through high school. But by college it wasn't enough, especially because as I grew
older he began to confide in me his own
doubts. What little faith I had couldn't
withstand this revelation. From my early
20s on, I would waver between atheism
and agnosticism, never coming close to
considering that God could be real.
After college I worked as an appointee in
the Clinton administration from 1992 to
1998. The White House surrounded me
with intellectual people who, if they had any
deep faith in God, never expressed it. Later,
when I moved to New York, where I worked
in Democratic politics, my world became
aggressively secular. Everyone I knew was
politically left-leaning, and my group of
friends was overwhelmingly atheist.
I sometimes hear Christians talk about
how terrible life must be for atheists. But
our lives were not terrible. Life actually
seemed pretty wonderful, filled with
opportunity and good conversation and
privilege. I know now that it was not as
wonderful as it could have been. But you
don't know what you don't know. How

Then he said the
magic words for a liberal: "Do you think
you could keep an
open mind about it?"
Well, of course. "I'm
very open-minded!"
Even though I wasn't
at all. I derided
Christians as antiintellectual bigots who
were too weak to face
the reality that there is
PHOTO BY SCOTT SUCHMAN
no rhyme or reason to
could I have missed something I didn't the world. I had found this man's church
think existed?
attendance an oddity to overlook, not a
point in his favor.
Very Open-Minded
As he talked, I grew conflicted. On the
To the extent that I encountered one hand, I was creeped out. On the other
Christians, it was in the news cycle. And hand, I had enormous respect for him. He
inevitably they were saying something is smart, educated, and intellectually curiabout gay people or feminists. I didn't feel ous. I remember thinking,What if this is
I was missing much. So when I began dat- true, and I'm not even willing to consider it?
ing a man who was into Jesus, I was not
A few weeks later I went to church with
looking for God. In fact, the week before I him. I was so clueless about Christianity
met him, a friend had asked me if I had any that I didn't know that some Presbyterians
deal breakers in dating. My response: "Just were evangelicals. So when we arrived at
nobody who is religious."
the Upper East Side service of Redeemer
A few months into our relationship, my Presbyterian Church, I was shocked and
boyfriend called to say he had something repelled by what I saw. I was used to the
important to talk to me about. I remember high-church liturgy of my youth. We were
exactly where I was sitting in my West meeting in an auditorium with a band
Village apartment when he said, "Do you playing what I later learned was "praise
believe Jesus is your Savior?" My stomach music." I thought, How am I going to tell
sank. I started to panic. Oh no, was my first him I can never come back?
thought. He's crazy.
But then the pastor preached. I was fasWhen I answered no, he asked, "Do you cinated. I had never heard a pastor talk
think you could ever believe it?" He about the things he did. Tim Keller's serexplained that he was at a point in life mon was intellectually rigorous, weaving
when he wanted to get married and felt in art and history and philosophy. I decidthat I could be that person, but he couldn't ed to come back to hear him again. Soon,
marry a non-Christian. I said I didn't want hearing Keller speak on Sunday became
to mislead him—that I would never the highlight of my week. I thought of it as
believe in Jesus.
just an interesting lecture—not really

An interactive experience is available
to travelers on The Road To Bethlehem

Grace Community Church (GCC),
Overbrook, Ks, will present the Second
Annual The Road to Bethlehem live outdoor theatre production this month. The
production allows visitors to step back in
time to relive the excitement of the city of
Bethlehem on the night Jesus was born,
feeling the excitement of that first
Christmas as they interact with costumed
characters and live animals.

What people may expect when they
arrive at the event:

• Someone will greet them upon their
arrival at the east door of the Church, and
let them know quickly that a tax collector
will soon confront them, and that a Roman
Soldier may try to harass them
before they begin their outdoor
journey on The Road to
Bethlehem.
• Visitors will be
formed into groups of
10–12 with their guides to
lead them along The Road to
Bethlehem.
• On this outdoor journey the first
stop will be the Synagogue where the
Rabbi’s read the scrolls from the Old
Testament book of Isaiah 9 regarding the
prophesy that the King will soon be born.
• As they travel along the way they will
meet among the travelers on the roads,
both the young Joseph and his wife, and
then they will meet some shepherds and

will be surprised by some heavenly host.
• The interaction of the traveler is
heightened at the gate of the Little Town of
Bethlehem where they are met by Roman
Soldiers and intermingle with the townspeople and see the town vendors.
• They then come upon the two Inns
and meet the Innkeeper and his wife; then
they journey to the stable and meet Joseph
and Mary and the baby Jesus (a live baby).
• Upon leaving the stable, the visitor will
come upon the Wise Men and interact
with them
• At the end of the journey, they come
upon the Cross.
• A pastor or elder will be available to
answer any questions, as the visitor is then
welcomed to go inside the welcome center for a hot drink.
They can be shuttled to the
parking area for their safe
return.
The production is for all
ages. Transportation along
the outdoor journey is available
to those who may have difficulty walking. The event takes place Friday,
December 13th, from 6:30 to 8:30 pm, and
Saturday and Sunday, December 14th &
15th, from 5:30 to 8:30 pm. Grace
Community Church is located at 310 E.
Eighth Street in Overbrook. For more
information call GCC at (785) 665-7117 or
visit www.gccincoverbook.com.

church. I just tolerated the rest of it in later, I was lost. I suddenly felt God everyorder to hear him. Any person who is where and it was terrifying. More imporfamiliar with Keller's preaching knows that tant, it was unwelcome. It felt like an invahe usually brings Jesus in at the end of the sion. I started to fear I was going crazy.
I didn't know what to do, so I spoke
sermon to tie his points together. For the
first few months, I left feeling frustrated: with writer Eric Metaxas, whom I had met
Why did he have to ruin a perfectly good through my boyfriend and who had talked
with me quite a bit about God. "You need
talk with this Jesus nonsense?
Each week, Keller made the case for to be in a Bible study," he said. "And Kathy
Christianity. He also made the case against Keller's Bible study is the one you need to
atheism and agnosticism. He expertly be in." I didn't like the sound of that, but I
exposed the intellectual weaknesses of a was desperate. My whole world was
purely secular worldview. I came to realize imploding. How was I going to tell my
that even if Christianity wasn't the real family or friends about what had happened? Nobody would understand. I didthing, neither was atheism.
I began to read the Bible. My boyfriend n't understand. (It says a lot about the famwould pray with me for God to reveal ily in which I grew up that one of my most
pressing concerns was that
himself to me. After about eight
Christians would try to turn me
months of going to hear Keller,
into a Republican.)
I concluded that the weight of
Of all people
I remember walking into the
evidence was on the side of
Christianity. But I didn't feel surprised that Bible study. I had a knot in my
In my mind, only
any connection to God, and
I became an stomach.
weirdoes and zealots went to
frankly, I was fine with that. I
evangelical Bible studies. I don't remember
continued to think that people
who talked of hearing from Christian, I'm what was said that day. All I
know is that when I left, everyGod or experiencing God were
the most
thing had changed. I'll never foreither delusional or lying. In my
most generous moments, I
surprised. get standing outside that apartment on the Upper East Side
allowed that they were just
and saying to myself, "It's true.
imagining things that made
It's completely true." The world
them feel good.
Then one night in 2006, on a trip to looked entirely different, like a veil had
Taiwan, I woke up in what felt like a been lifted off it. I had not an iota of doubt.
strange cross between a dream and reality. I was filled with indescribable joy.
The horror of the prospect of being a
Jesus came to me and said, "Here I am." It
felt so real. I didn't know what to make of devout Christian crept back in almost
it. I called my boyfriend, but before I had immediately. I spent the next few months
time to tell him about it, he told me he had doing my best to wrestle away from God. It
been praying the night before and felt we was pointless. Everywhere I turned, there
were supposed to break up. So we did. he was. Slowly there was less fear and more
Honestly, while I was upset, I was more joy. The Hound of Heaven had pursued me
and caught me—whether I liked it or not.
traumatized by Jesus visiting me.
Kirsten Powers is a contributor to USA Today
Completely True
and a columnist for Newsweek/The Daily Beast.
I tried to write off the experience as mis- She is a Democratic commentator at Fox News.
firing synapses, but I couldn't shake it. This article was first posted in Christianity Today,
When I returned to New York a few days November 2013, at www.christianitytoday.com.
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Ministry Needs Guide

Each year Metro Voice provides a listing
of organizations that serve the most vulnerable in our communities. Whether it is
the single mom and her children, our elderly, the homeless or incarcerated, our
readers respond with prayers, time, items
and finances to keep these ministries going
throughout the year. Below are the organizations that responded to our call for
them to share their “Christmas Wish List.”
“But if anyone has the world’s goods
and sees his brother in need, yet closes his
heart against him, how does God’s love
abide in him?” 1 John 3:17
Let us all work together to show the love
of Christ this Christmas and the coming
year. Together, we can make a difference.

♥ ALPHA CHRISTIAN CHILDREN’S

HOME AND SCHOOL. Perry, Ks; 785597-5235; www.alphachristianchildrenshome.com; Michelle Kincaid. A ministry
for children in need due to abuse, neglect,
being orphaned, troubled, or other forms
of dysfunction. Alpha provides the children with a loving family and opportunities for healing and growth. A school learning center promotes excellence and success
academically, sometimes for the first time,
for each child. Alpha is 100% privately
funded, and there is no tuition charge for
those served. We are always in need of
financial support, as well as food, clothing,
and toys for the kids. We also have a list of
special needs.

♥ BREAKTHROUGH HOUSE INC.
Contact Person for Wish List donations:
Danette Tipton: 785-232-6807 ext 308
(Topeka number); 525 SW Topeka Blvd,
Topeka, KS 66603 (for drop off). Website:
www.breakthroughhouse.org; Facebook:
Search for Breakthrough House, Topeka
KS – and look for the FB page with our
logo. We are in need of non-perishable
food for our food pantry, and personal
hygiene items for men and women such as
shampoo, soap, shaving cream, deodorant,
toilet paper. All items will go to
Breakthrough House clients (persons with
severe and persistent mental illness). Our
food pantry has been utilized more than it
ever has in our 34 years of existence.
Breakthrough House serves about 700 persons per year, and some of our clients have
been the most hard-hit by the economic
downturn.

♥ CARING PREGNANCY OPTIONS.
2041 SW McAlister, Topeka, Ks 66604;
272-3316; www.cpotopeka.org. Mon. –

Thur. 10-5. Kathy Hart, Executive Director.
Provides free pregnancy tests, pro-life
counseling, information and education to
pregnant women, maternity clothes, baby
clothes and items, and referrals for professional counseling. Volunteers and financial
support are needed, also formula and blankets. A non-political, non-profit ministry.

♥ CATHOLIC CHARITIES OF
NORTHEAST KANSAS. 234 S Kansas
Avenue, Topeka, KS 66603. www.catholiccharitiesks.org.
Dylan
Woods,
dwoods@catholiccharitiesks.org. Founded
in 1956, Catholic Charities of Northeast
Kansas is a nonprofit health and human
services agency that assists annually more
than 85,000 people of all faiths. Our work
strengthens both families and communities in the 21 counties we serve. Our vision
is that our neighbors who are challenged
by poverty of mind, body and spirit find
the open door of Catholic Charities in our
communities and are met with help, hospitality and hope. The Topeka location
always has a need for food drives and
donations.

♥ CHRISTIAN STREET WITNESS
and CHRISTIAN NEIGHBOR CENTER.
107 SW 14th St., Topeka, Ks, 66612; 3548763. Purpose is to share the Good News,
feed and clothe the hungry, work with exconvicts, the down and out, alcoholics,
drug addicts, widows and orphans, abused
women and children, and others going
through difficult times; help them find
jobs, counsel them and offer them a safe
place. Donations/volunteers needed.
♥ CHRISTIANS FOR LIFE. PO Box
3856, Topeka, Ks, 66604. 267-5777; bakerbarb54130@gmail.com; Barbara Saldivar.
Christians for Life, Inc. is the pro-life ministry that facilitates the Heart of America
Memorial Wall for the Unborn, located at
1216 SE Republican Avenue. We offer
those who lost a baby through miscarriage,
still birth, or abortion a place to put their
child's name on the wall of remembrance.
No godly and appropriate name will be
turned down. The cost to CFL for engraving is around $150 per line. Donations
toward this cost are always welcome and
needed. In addition to the memorial park,
post abortion bible studies and pro-life
education is offered. Meetings are held the
2nd Monday of each month, 7:00 PM at
Community Church in the Stone Chapel.
The public is welcome. Donations and volunteers to assist with fundraisers and

From Heart to Home
Infant Adoption Program

An adoption agency you can trust.
Throughout KCSL’s 120 year history,
adoption has been a core service.
Let us help fulfill your dream
of having a child.

877-581-5437

z

www.kcsl.org

♥ DOORSTEP, INC., Doorstep, Inc.,
1119 SW 10th Avenue, Topeka, Ks, 66604;
357-5341;
www.doorsteptopeka.org.
Doorstep is an emergency aid agency providing assistance for families and individuals in need for over 47 years. The agency is
supported by 56 area member congregations. Doorstep provides food, clothing,
household goods, and assistance for rent,
utilities, rx/dental & transportation for
thousands of
households all
year long.
upkeep of the grounds are needed.

Doorstep is in
need of donations
of
food, clothing
and
household
items (blankets, sheets, pots &
pans, dishes, etc.) and monetary funds to
provide emergency services to our neighbors in need. Regular office hours are
Mon.–Fri.
8am–3pm.
Volunteer
opportunities also available.

♥ THE DOVETAIL SHOPPE. 12th
and Washburn, Topeka, Ks; 234-3004. The
Shoppe has clothing, household items,
trinkets, furniture, children’s items and
once even had the kitchen sink! There are
no prices at the Dovetail Shoppe we ask
that customers give a ‘reasonable’ donation
for the items they choose. Dovetail is open
on Thur, Fri & Sat, 10am–4pm. Donations
are accepted at the Shoppe during open
hours or at Doorstep. They will pick up
large items. Call Dovetail 234-3004 to
make arrangements for a pickup. The
Dovetail Shoppe is Doorstep’s version of a
thrift store and is open to anyone who is
looking for clothing or household items or
shopping for a bargain.
♥ FAITH AND TRUTH MINISTRIES,
INC. is a non-denominational/evangelical/faith/grace/not for profit outreach
ministry. The ministry has been established since 2009. The ministry has a
Veteran/Homeless Ministry at the Quincy
House, 1318 NE Quincy St., Topeka, KS
66608. For info call: 785-783-8051. The
ministry has several other ministries within the ministry, such as: the veteran/homeless ministry, jail & prison ministry, brown
bag outreach street ministry, missions, and
etc. 1-888-316-9846
contactus@faithandtruthministries.org.
www.faithandtruthministries.org.

♥ FLINT HILLS BREADBASKET. 905
Yuma St., Manhattan, Ks, 66502; 785-5370730; www.breadbasket.manhattanks.org.
The Flint Hills Breadbasket is a
Community Food Network founded to
minimize hunger and poverty through the
distribution of available food and to nurture projects that will help alleviate hunger
and poverty. The Breadbasket s ultimate
goal is enabling our clients to gain the skills
necessary for self-sufficiency, and we offer
programs to aid this process, including a
USDA Commodity Program, Community
Resource Referral and more. We depend
on community support to carry out our
mission in various ways: tax deductible
cash contribution, food donations, in-kind
donations, and volunteerism. We receive
no funding from Federal, State, County or

♥ KANSAS CHILDREN’S SERVICE
LEAGUE. 3545 SW 5th St, Topeka, Ks,
66606; 274-3100 or Toll Free 877-5305275;
www.kcsl.org;
Email:
gcozadd@kcsl.org. A statewide, not-forprofit agency with a mission to protect and
promote the well-being of children.
Founded in 1893, KCSL’s programs work
to help keep kids safe, families strong, and
communities involved. Our services touch
the lives of some 40,000 children and their
families each year. Among KCSL’s programs in Northeast Kansas are adoption
referral services for children in foster care
through www.adoptkskids.org; , foster
home sponsorship, infant adoption, parent
education, Healthy Families, and a range of
child abuse and neglect prevention services including the Community Resource
Library and Parent Helpline.

City tax dollars.

♥ KANSANS FOR LIFE. 929A S.
Kansas Avenue, Topeka, KS 66612. Phone:
785-234-2998, E-mail: topeka@kfl.org
Website: www.kfl.org. Jeanne Gawdun,
Senior Lobbyist and Events Coordinator.
Kansans for Life is a statewide non-profit
educational organization also engaged in

social action. It is dedicated to protecting
and fostering the most basic human
right...life itself. KFL is a state affiliate of the
National Right to Life Committee.

♥ KVC BEHAVIORAL HEALTHCARE. 2942 SW Wanamaker Dr, Suite 1B
, Topeka, Ks; 66614; 267-4530. A private
not-for-profit child welfare organization
that provides services for children in need.
Children separated from friends and family at Christmas time have special needs.
You can help with our Holiday for Every
Child program by making a cash donation,
adopting a child’s stocking wish list, or
donating to our Toy Drive. The holidays
are a special time but foster parents are
always needed. To become a foster/adoptive parent call 1 (888) 497-1219. Call
today because Children Can’t Wait!!!

♥ LET’S HELP, INC. 200 S. Kansas
Ave.,
Topeka,
Ks,
66603;
www.letshelpinc.org; 234-6208. We are a
non-profit organization serving Shawnee
County and surrounding areas. We provide programs and services through
Comprehensive Emergency Services by
offering aid with rent, utilities, and medication; Food & Clothing Banks, to include
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professional attire; Adult Basic Education
& GED; Pre-Employment Training & Job
Placement Coordination; and a
Community Lunch. Let’s Help collaborates
with many other service agencies in the
community and provides appropriate
referrals. Let’s Help is known as an agency
that is committed to building a better community by inspiring hope, promoting selfsufficiency and breaking the cycle of
poverty one person at a time.

♥ LIFE CHOICE MINISTRIES. 1445
Anderson Ave., Manhattan, Ks, 66502;
785-776-9406. A ministry to women and
families in crisis pregnancy. We offer free
pregnancy testing, abortion information,
post-abortion help, educational services,
abstinence programs, friendship room
(baby and maternity items), and prenatal
classes. We facilitate private adoptions and
support birth parents in the process.
Diapers all sizes, volunteers and financial
support are needed.

♥ LIFELINE CHILDREN’S SERVICES. Sue Smith - 785-783-4577. www.lifelinechild.org; www.facebook.com/lifelineadoption; sue.smith@lifelinechild.org.
Our wish list is simple: VOLUNTEERS!
Lifeline has added a new ministry this year
called Safe Families for Children. To learn
more about it, please visit this link: lifelinechild.org/resources/safefamilies/.
Please continue to pray for our other ministries at Lifeline Children’s Services: international adoption, domestic adoption &
birthmother counseling, and orphan care
throughout the countries in which we
serve.

♥ PREGNANCY CARE CENTER. Leo
Center, One Riverfront Plaza, 6th & New
Hampshire, Suite 100, Lawrence, Ks,
66044;
842-6499;
pcc_lawrence@yahoo.com. Hours: 10am5pm Mon. - .Thu., 10am – 12 pm Fri. PCC
is a non-profit, non-denominational, nonpolitical outreach supported by concerned
evangelical Christians throughout the
Lawrence area. We are here to reach out
with Jesus' love to women in our community facing unexpected or unplanned pregnancies. All Services Provided at No
Charge: Pregnancy Tests, Post-Abortion
Counseling, Baby and Maternity Items,
Adoption Counseling, Women Caring for
Women, Compassionate Listeners. We are
still raising financial support, and also
accept donations.
♥ RANDEL MINISTRIES, INC.
FOOD PANTRY & FAMILY OF GOD
CHURCH CLOTHING BANK located at
1231 NW Eugene, Topeka, KS 66608,
234-1111, Open Tues & Thurs 10:302pm. Visit www.FOGchurch.com or
RandelMinistries.com, contact Lelah
Randel, FOGsecretary@gmail.com.

♥ TFI FAMILY SERVICES. Topeka217 SE 4th Street, Topeka, Ks. 66603; 785271-6657. Lawrence-910 W 24th Suite A,
Lawrence, Ks. 66047; 785-749-2664.
www.tfifamilyservices.org. Contact-Mary
McClellan 785-271-6657 ext. 1336 or
mmcclellan@tfifamily.org. TFI Family
Services is dedicated to enhancing the
quality of life for youth and families
through Behavioral Health and Child
Welfare Services. TFI offers services that

include: Foster Care, Adoption, Family
Permanency, Reintegration, Behavioral
Health, Drug and Alcohol Counseling and
Transitional Living Programs for young
adults. TFI continues to strive to place children close to their biological home. We are
“in need” of caring people willing to
become Foster Parents for children in their
community. The Holiday Season is a difficult time for the Foster Care Children, to be
able to provide a sense of normalcy. TFI is
in need of businesses and individuals to
adopt the Children for Christmas. Kids

♥ TOPEKA NORTH OUTREACH,
INC. 210 NW Menninger Rd. Topeka, KS
66617.
785-286-1370.
topekanorthoutreach@gmail.com, www.topekanorthoutreach.org. “Christian Churches
United in Service.”
EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE: Limited
financial help to families to assist in paying
utilities, rent and prescriptions. Food baskets, Hygiene baskets, Bibles. VIP LUNCHEONS: Free lunch served to Senior Citizens
every Friday at 12 noon at North Topeka
Baptist Church.
YOUTH PROGRAM: Operation
Backpack program provides “Weekend
Snack Sacks” to area students in need. Each
range from 0-18 years of age.

Snack Sack contains nutritional kidfriendly and easy to prepare snacks.
Scholarship assistance for school, medical
or emergency expenses.
CHRISTMAS PROJECT: Families
adopted by our member churches through
the Topeka Christmas Bureau. Also providing Holiday Food Baskets with Bibles,
Blankets, Towels and Hygiene Baskets, Hats
and Gloves. Toy Room with donations
from Toys for Tots and American
Sawdusters Club. Donations of funds,
food, time and prayers are needed.

♥ TOPEKA RESCUE MISSION. 600
N. Kansas Ave., Topeka, Ks, 66608; 3541744; trm@trmonline.org; www.trmonline.org; On Facebook at Topeka-RescueMission. Barry Feaker, Executive Director.
The Mission provides shelter, food, clothing and other necessary services to individuals and families who are homeless or in
need. This Christmas we are in most need
of: new clothing (all sizes), bath/cologne
gift sets, pots/pans, small appliances, cooking utensils, towels/wash cloths, blankets,
tool sets, educational gifts and
VOLUNTEERS!

♥ TOPEKA YOUTH FOR CHRIST,
INC. Bob Hanson, Executive Director;
2714 N. Topeka Blvd., # 103; Topeka, KS
66617; 785-232-8296; topeka.yfc.net;
TYFC is looking for additional volunteers,
prayer warriors, and donors who want to
share the love of Christ with local youth.
Click on the website or call the office to
explore our ministry opportunities.
♥

TOYS FOR TOTS. Topeka area:

email
Keith
R.
Viau
at
keith.viau@usmc.mil; Manhattan area:
email:
Lee
A.
Jones
at
lajones_66531@yahoo.com; Lawrence
area: go to www.toysfortotsdgcoks.org or
email: Mary Jones at maryjones@askmcgrew.com. Marine Toys for Tots
Foundation, an IRS recognized 501(c)(3)
not-for-profit public charity. We collect
new, unwrapped toys during October,
November and December each year, and
distribute those toys as Christmas gifts to
needy children in the community in which
the campaign is conducted.

♥ THE URBAN MINISTRY INSTITUTE OF Topeka. 8th and Clay. Mary Flin,
Site
Coordinator;
785-431-6000;
maryflin@hotmail.com.
Our wish list for the holiday season is for
STUDENTS! TUMI-Topeka is here to
come alongside the Church to equip leaders who have a passion for advancing the
Kingdom of Christ, especially in the heart
of the city. Second to our wish for an army
of new leaders, we also welcome money for
scholarships for these leaders, and are
happy to provide homes for quality
reference books for our library.

♥ WOMAN'S CHRISTIAN TEMPERANCE UNION. Working for legislation
and education concerning the evils of alcohol, tobacco and other drugs. Membership
open for women and men. Our annual
dues are $11.00 for women, and $7.00 for
men. We welcome you. For more information contact President Lois-Ann Beal at
272-1523, or Frances Wood at 271-9320 or
franwood@cox.net.

Every relationship
has its own story.
What do you want
yours to be?
Join us to learn tools to help you communicate,
solve problems and strengthen your current
or future romantic relationship.

For more information
call 785-233-6300 or visit
www.KansasLoveLetters.com.
Hearing impaired:
TTY/TDD: 7-1-1
Relationship Tips:
Text LOVE to 72727

Every child deserves a loving, caring home. A family they can call their own.
A place where they belong. With people who will be there for them always.
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www.adoptKSkids.org

z

877-457-5430 

z

Adopt Kansas Kids works to connect foster and approved adoptive families with children throughout Kansas who
need adoption. This service is provided by the Kansas Children’s Service League through a contract with the
Kansas Department for Children and Families (DCF).
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DO YOU HAVE A STORY IDEA FOR METRO VOICE SPORTS?
E-mail us at voice@cox.net with your questions & suggestions!

Koyotes fill coaching, cheering openings
Having reached terms recently with
Carlos Kelly to become the new Head
Coach, the Kansas Koyotes have
announced that they have now filled
other coaching positions for the coming
season.
Returning for his second year is coach
Steve Block and making his Koyotes
debut is coach John Meyers. Coach Block
will again be the Special Teams coach, but
will also be handling duties as the
Koyotes’ Wide Receivers coach. Block is a
graduate of HardingUniversity in Searcy,
Arkansas where he was a member of the
Bison football team. Block has been
employed by the Topeka Police
Department for 15 years as an Officer but
is also serving as their Defensive Tactics
Instructor.
When asked what he likes about
coaching for the Koyotes Block quoted
former Baltimore Ravens linebacker Ray
Lewis who said,” ‘Winning and losing can
be measured, but effort is between you
and you’ that’s what I want to instill in the
players…that work ethic.”
Joining the staff for the first time is
Defensive Backs Coach John Meyers.
Meyers
is
a
graduate
of
WashburnUniversity. He has been coaching at the high school level for the past six
years, working with Coach Kelly at
Washburn Rural HS for the past two years
and at HaydenHigh School for the four
years previous.
“I am grateful for the opportunity to
coach at a professional level,” said Coach
Meyers. “I am just excited to get going
this season.
They have brought on long time
Koyotes player Jermaine Smith to be the
new Defensive Coordinator.
Smith has been with the Koyotes
almost as long as the team has been in
existence. He started with the team in
2004 during their second year of play.
Smith has played many positions with the
team along both the defensive and offensive line and, due to his athleticism, has
played at fullback especially during short
yardage situations.
“We wanted a good solid defensive

mind to be paired up with Coach Kelly’s
offensive mind to help make the 2014
Koyotes a well-rounded aggressive
squad,” said Koyotes team owner Nick
Baumgartner. “Jermaine has been with
the Koyotes for a long time and he knows
what it will take to win at this level.”
Smith also spent part of 2008 on former head coach Green’s staff as Defensive
Coordinator before he was pressed into
playing once again. In 2002 he graduated
from WashburnUniversity and went on
to play football in Sweden for a team in
their National League during the 2003
season. He also went back in 2005 after
starting his career with the Koyotes.
Smith also played for former Koyotes
coach Troy Biladeau with the Quad City
(IA) Steamwheelers in the AF2.
“Carlos (Kelly) and I have talked about
coaching this team for years. It is so exciting to be given an opportunity to showcase the talent we have on this team and
put these guys in a situation where they
can be successful as a team,” said Smith.
Kelly has been associated with Topeka
football for almost two decades now.
Currently Coach Kelly is in his fifth year
on the coaching staff of the Junior Blues
at Washburn Rural High School.
Previously he was the Offensive
Coordinator and Quarterbacks Coach at
Highland Park High School for 9 years.
He also spent two years as the Koyotes’
quarterbacks coach under former coaches Green and Biladeau.
“We were looking for an offensive
minded man to become our next Head
Coach,” said Owner Nick Baumgartner.
“To compete at this level we must score
more points so I was looking for a coach
that understands this fact. I believe Carlos
to be that man.”
Kelly’s playing experience includes
stints as the Quarterback of the Koyotes,
the Topeka Knights and even the Topeka
Tigers outdoor semi-pro team in the late
nineties. In College he spent one year
with the Washburn Ichabods and two
years at Butler County Community
College.
“I feel honored and humbled to be

Block

Meyers

given an opportunity to coach at this
level,” said Coach Kelly, “and get an
opportunity to work with the talent that
is available to me in the CPIFL. I am excited to get started.”
The Koyotes kick off their training
camp in early February before traveling to
Salina for an exhibition game against the
rival Bombers on February 22nd.
For those interested in season tickets
the Koyotes are running a Holiday
Special; buy a season ticket for onlty
$75.00 and receive a free t-shirt with your
paid order. For more information contact Nick Baumgartner at (785) 3834965.

Krave Cheer Team to hold tryouts
The Kansas Koyotes have announced
that their Krave Dance team will be holding open tryouts on Sunday December 8.
The tryouts will be held from 1:00 PM to
4:00 PM at the Jefferson Room of the
Ramada Hotel & Convention Center at
6th and Madison Avenue.
“We are looking to add a few more girls
to our Koyotes Krave roster this year,” said
Koyotes owner Nick Baumgartner. “I
envision anywhere from 12-20 girls on
the field when the Krave performs.”
The Krave tryouts are FREE to any girl
who wishes to attend. You must be at
least 18 years old to participate. This will
be the last tryout before practices start in
earnest for the 2014 season. Girls interested in attending are asked to Pre-Register
at the Koyotes’ website: www.kansaskoyotes.com.
Dancers will be judged on a number of
qualities such as dancing skill, quickness
to learn routines, personality and appearance. There are also several spots for
Krave Ambassadors available to girls who
wish to represent the team in the stands
and at public events.

I’ve seen it several times from soThere is so much in the news these
days about people being bullied. It called “Christians.” Where is the love of
seems as though every time I turn Christ? If we are supposed to follow the
around, there is another story of some- example that Christ set for us, why are
one who has been picked on by their so many “Christians” bullying people?
Because we all have a sin nature and
peers, whether it’s a junior high or high
school student or a professional athlete. it’s easy for us to put someone else down
Bullies are everywhere and at one point to build ourselves up. What ever happened to edifying the
in time, you’ve probably
saints? I believe there are
had to deal with them.
two types of friends and
Just what is a bully? I
I tell my kids this time
looked the word up in
...there are two types
and time again. One type
the dictionary and here of friends. One type
draws you closer to God
is what I found; a swag- draws you closer to God
and the other type pushgering, quarrelsome,
es you away from God. If
usually cowardly person and the other type pushyou have a friend pushwho terrorizes weaker es you away from God.
ing you away, it’s time to
people. Hmmm, think
dump that friend and
of all the bullies you’ve
find some good ones. I
encountered in your life
and see if the definition fits. Yep, sure know, it’s easier said than done, right?
Not really. If you get on fire for God and
does.
The one thing about bullies is this; start putting Him first, most of your sothey are usually good at not appearing called friends will dump you.
If people would just get hold of God
to be a bully when authorities are
around. Actually, they are very good at and realize that we are here to serve
flying under the radar so that not many Him, then we wouldn’t have the time or
people realize that someone is a victim the desire to bully people and being bullied wouldn’t affect us as much.
until it’s too late.
You might say, well, no one in my
I know this doesn’t have much to do
family is affected by bullies because we with sports or Christmas and the timing
go to a good church and we love God might seem odd, but I know there will
and we serve Him the best we can and be a lot of you who will have some
yada, yada, yada. Wake up! It doesn’t extended time off during the Christmas
matter where you go, where you are or season. Use that time to draw closer to
what you do, there are bullies to be God than you ever have before. I think
found everywhere. Don’t believe the old it’s about time that we claim the promadage, “it will toughen them up,” or ise in James 4:8; Draw nigh to God and
“they’ll have to face it at some point” He will draw nigh to you.
By the way, the next time someone
lines. Trust me; there is no good that
wishes you a merry xmas, be sure to
comes from bullying.
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Pizza Place is unique among peers

Via’s Pizzeria is more than just Award
Winning Pizza and great tasting beer. It
is a place where families and friends can
come together and have a fun time. Jeff
and Jessica Schell opened the restaurant
almost 6 years ago to rave reviews. As
time has gone by they have added a lot
of unique items to the menu. They now
feature two new styles of pizza that will
make your mouth water. The Chicago
Deep Dish, a double layered “upside
Down” pizza where the sauce is on top,
and a simple thin and crispy pizza.
These two additions compliment our
already award winning hand tossed
pizza dough. These pizzas are baked on
stone in a traditional pizza oven, which
makes Via’s shine above the rest. If
you’ve had their pizza and are looking

for an adventure, try some of their exciting new menu items, huge calzones that
will force you to share with a friend,
toasty Grinder sandwiches, pasta topped
with their in-house sauce, and seriously

killer wings.
Via’s has more than just food, they
have entertainment that is fun for the
whole family. Monday nights are kid’s
night where a favorite of children, Kyler

Carpenter, comes and performs live
music from 6 till 7. While Kyler is performing kids are encouraged to make
their own pizzas at the table. These kid’s
pizzas are only a dollar with the purchase of a large. You can often find
owner Jeff Schell tossing pizza dough at
the tables and teaching children how to
“toss one.”
Via’s is delivering pizza all over the
city. If you are in the city limit you can
get a great pizza delivered right to your
door, speedy quick. Via’s is happy to
accommodate large parties and large
orders and has a great selection of
Kansas Craft Beer. Homemade Pizza,
Great Service and a Good Time can be
found just around the block at Via’s
Pizzeria, 8th and Gage, 785-215-8421.

Discount groceries return to Topeka

High price of groceries got you
down? Do you feel like a trip to the market should be a trip to a bank to refinance your home? Perhaps it is time to
visit Kansas Furniture Mart Surplus
Grocery!
Located inside of Kansas Furniture
Mart, 4547 S Topeka Blvd, you will find
treasures you have only dreamed about.
KFM Surplus offers an eclectic selection
of staples ranging from fruit snacks for
the kids to summer sausage!
Local entrepreneur Robert “Bob”
Goodall recognized a need for value
priced groceries after a fire destroyed the
last Surplus grocery in south Topeka.
Surplus groceries are often confused

with expired or spoiled food. This is
simply not the case. Groceries can be
declared surplus in several ways. The
most common are crushed or dented
cans. Items past the “Best if sold by date”

often times make up the remainder.
This food is often reworked into

banana boxes and sold wholesale to
store like KFM Surplus. By passing the
savings onto you KFM Surplus saves
you money while keeping our landfills
free of fresh safe food.
Kansas Furniture Mart is the home of
the $199 Queen Pillow-top set. This
great value along with our 60 night
comfort guarantee makes replacing
your old mattress set a breeze.
KFM offers 90 day interest free
financing even with bruised or little
credit. Browse the selection of area rugs
starting at only $29.00!!
Kansas Furniture Mart is open
Monday thru Saturday 9-7 and from 104 on Sundays.

Local business covers all your awning & upholstery needs
Armor Awnings & Upholstery offers

a full line of custom residential and

commercial awnings, and can even put
graphics on your awnings. Retractable
awnings with lifetime warranties are
abailable.
On the upholstery side, they can do
anything from simple seat repairs to full
custom interiors. They can also do boat
seats and custom boat covers, as well as
most kinds of furniture upholstery.
Armor is locally owned and operat-

ed, and has been in business since 2004.
Located at 2108 NE Meriden Road, Ste
B, just south of US Highway 24 on
Meriden Road, the business services
Topeka and surrounding areas.
The company also offers auto detailing. Drop in today for a free estimate
from owner Wade Johnson, or call
(785)233-2515

New Resident
Church Guide
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10. LORD’S HOUSE CHURCH
300 SW Roosevelt, Topeka KS 66606
Pastor Marilyn Hahn McGinnis
“Connecting to Christ, Church and Community”
10 a.m. Sunday (Non-traditional Service)
730 SW Fairlawn Rd., Topeka, KS
See “About Us” at our website
(785)272-6322 • www.TheLawn.org
www.kawriverkeruv.com
Gary Miller, Pastor
Questions? kawriverlordshouse@att.net
Sunday Worship 9:15 am & 10:50 am
12. BUCK CREEK COUNTRY CHURCH
Sunday Youth Group 10:50am
Adult & Children’s Sun. School 9:15 & 10:50am Meeting at Buck Creek School House
5 mi. east of Perry on Hwy 24, 13th & Phillips Rd.
Sun. Eve Youth Activities 6pm
Childrens Sunday School - 8:30 a.m.
Worship Service - 9:00 a.m.
6. FIRST SOUTHERN BAPTIST
Contacts: Logan Barnett 785-597-5498,
1912 SW Gage, Topeka, KS
Scott Bond 423-0406, Jack Snavely 760-3513
272-0443 www.fsbctopeka.org
1. VICTORY CITY CHURCH
13. WANAMAKER WOODS NAZARENE
Sunday Services:
(formerly Victory Tabernacle)
Serving Christ - Loving People
8:30 AM Traditional Worship
Pastor Titus Terry
3501 SW Wanamaker Rd
9:45 AM Bible study--all ages
2622 SE 6th Ave., Topeka, KS 66607
www.wwnaz.org
11 AM Contemporary Worship
785-235-1748 • www.TopekaVictory.com
273-2248 • Dr. L.D. Holmes, Sr. Pastor
Worship: Sun. 11am & Wed. 7pm
Adult & Kids Alive Worship Sun. 9 & 11 am
7. TOPEKA BAPTIST CHURCH
Sunday School 10 am, all ages
“Finding
NEW
LIFE
in
CHRIST”
2. CHRISTIAN CAVALRY
11am worship Osage City campus
Sunday
Worship
9:15
&
10:45am,
6pm
MINISTRIES INT.
6pm Sun. Small Groups 6:30 P Teens
~ Sunday School for all ages ~
Pastor Beaux Bryant
Wed. 6:30 Teens, Discovery & small groups
4500 SW Gage Blvd., Topeka
3851 South St., Grantville, KS 66429
~ Youth & Children’s Programs ~
785-862-0988
1-800-673-3633
Upward Sports: Seasonal Soccer,
www.church4bikers.org
www.topekabaptist.org
Basketball, Cheerleading
~ Nursery care at all services ~
3. TOPEKA BIBLE CHURCH
8. BREAD OF LIFE
14. FAMILY LIFE CHURCH - Nazarene
1101 SW Mulvane St., Topeka
FAMILY CHURCH
Sundays - 10:00 am
785-234-5545
"We Love In Ones" John 13:35
1211 NW 46th ST
Worship: 8:00 - 9:30 & 11am
Pastors Tom & Debby Richardson
Nursery/Children’s Church/Small Groups
Sunday School & Bible Studies:
522 SW Polk Street Topeka, Kansas
Church office phone: 785 286-1889
9:30 & 11am
(785) 232-3939 www.BreadOfLife4sq.org
We are moving forward in God’s Word...
www.discovertbc.com
Sunday Worship 10:30am
with His passion...in our community!
9.
GRACE
COMMUNITY
CHURCH
4. NORTHLAND CHRISTIAN CHURCH
16. HOUSE OF THE LORD CHURCH
310 E 8th St (E. US 56 Hwy)
3102 NW Topeka Blvd., Topeka
A Spirit-filled, Word-centered church
Overbrook, KS; 785-665-7117
286-1204
2531 SE Wittenberg Rd., Topeka
Elvin Dillard, Senior Pastor
Wed. 6:15 pm: Children/Youth/
Sunday Worship 11am & 6pm
Sunday
School
9
am;
Worship
10
am
Adult programs
Wed. Prayer & Praise 7pm
www.gccinoverbrook.com
Worship Sun. 8:00, 9:30 & 11am
785-266-LOVE (5683)
office@gccinoverbrook.com
www.northlandcctopeka.org
J. Michael Borjon, Pastor
5. FAIRLAWN CHURCH OF THE
NAZARENE

17. HIGHLAND HEIGHTS CHRISTIAN
CHURCH
Sunday Services: 8:30 and 10:00 AM
785-379-5642
Jars of Clay Children's Center now open
Taking registrations: 785-379-9098
2930 SE Tecumseh Road
Tecumseh, Kansas 66542
18. SOUTHWEST CHRISTIAN
CHURCH
5747 SW Huntoon • 785-272-0564
Contemporary Service 9:30 am
Traditional Service 10:45 am
Youth Group (Teens) 3 pm Sunday
Wed. Prayer & Bible Study 6:30 pm

PLACE YOUR CLASSIFED AD WITH US! CALL 235-3340

Email your ads to Voice@cox.net. Payment
in advance required: $12 for the first 25
words; 25 cents for each add'l word.
(classified ads also go immediately online)

CERAMIC PAINTS (over 500 kinds) for sale.
Also, Bisqued ceramics ready for painting. Many
Christmas Santas and winter scenes. For more
information, contact Kirk or Karin Nystrom at
235-6977.
KANGAROO GOLF CART FOR SALE – Selfpropelled push cart for your golf bag. Kangaroo
Hillcrest model. $1100 new, asking $75. Needs
new battery. Call 640-6399.

VOLUNTEER WORKERS needed for KU
Football Concession stand. Help raise funds for
the Pregnancy Care Center by working concessions at KU Football home games. If you are
interested, please contact the center, 842-6499
.
PASTOR WANTED – a man spirit-led with
integrity and Biblically sound preaching ability,
who desires to lead by faith, and has a vision for

HELP WANTED

metro Voice needs full
or part-time sales reps
to call on businesses
and non-profits to help
with their advertising.
email voice@cox.net

pastoring a small congregation in east Topeka.
785-221-2427 or 785-233-7283

PART-TIME ACCOUNT REP WANTED –
Work your own hours. No base pay, but you
keep 35% commission on all ads you sell.
Call on businesses, churches and non-profits
about their advertisements in Metro Voice.
Call 235-3340 or email Voice@cox.net.

VOLUNTEER WRITERS NEEDED - Metro
Voice needs volunteer writers or interns who
can serve as area correspondents for church
and community news around the metro area.
Call 235-3340 or email voice@cox.net
GOSPEL SINGER: I sing gospel for donations only, (big band, country, etc.). Call 785220-1636.

21. HARVEST FAMILY FELLOWSHIP
Meets at Hillcrest Community Ctr
Independent Christ-Centered Bible Church 1800 SE 21st Street • 785-220-5418
Pastor Rey Rodriguez
2036 NW Taylor, Topeka, KS
Sun. Worship 10 am
354-8777 • www.seamanchurch.com
www.topekaharvest.vpweb.com
Adult Sunday School - Sun. 9:30am
22. NEW CITY LIFE CHURCH
Sunday Worship: 10:30am
5221 SW West Drive
Children's Sunday School: 10:30am
Topeka, Kansas 66606
Youth group 1st & 3rd Sundays 4-6pm
Sunday Services - 10:00 am
Pastor Jack Belland
Pastor Kathy Jimerson
20. HERITAGE BAPTIST CHURCH
23.EAST
SIDE BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dale Stockburger
4425 S.E. 29th St., 379-9933.
801 NE Poplar St.,
Sunday Worship 10:45am & 6:00pm
Topeka, KS 66616
AWANA Sunday at 5:45 p.m.
785-506-4594
See our website for info on our
Sunday Mornings: 10 am Worship
Student Ministries & Kid City
and Junior Church for the kids
www.esbcks.org
19. SEAMAN CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH
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TRADITIONS

continued from page 1

During the 1800s, Christmas in
America was primarily a time for feasting,
going to church and giving to the poor and
needy.
Giving small gifts to children was occasionally included in the celebration, but it
was considered of secondary importance.
Then, in the prosperity of the 1950s,
expensive gifts, giving more than one gift
per person, giving gifts to adults as well as
to children, and a month-long shopping
season became prevalent.
Today, the hurry and scurry of shopping, spending overshadows the rich

meaning from some of our oldest
Christian Christian traditions.
n Christmas should be a time of family
togetherness, sharing in the needs of others
-- not an occasion for anxiety and stress.
Christmas today is a far cry from the
tranquil manger scene that welcomed
Christ into the world some 2,000 years ago.
Consider the contrasts of:
n The solitude of the manger versus
today's Christmas rush.
n God's mercy in sending His son versus the rude selfishness of holiday shoppers.
n The free gift of salvation versus the
forced giving of commercialization.
n Adoration of the newborn King ver-

sus commitments that distract us from
worship.
n The joyful anticipation of the shepherds versus the dread of the holiday
hoopla.
Certainly, no Christian intentionally
seeks to lose the significance of the
Christmas season and its important traidions, but the excesses of gift-giving often
drains Christians of their joy. This is
especially true when trying to combine
added obligations of the season with being
gracious, sensitive, creative, compassionate
and caring -- and trying to have enough
money left after Christmas to be able to
buy groceries in January.
Unfortunately, for some, this holy season has become a gift-buying marathon.
Some Christians go into debt to buy costly

gifts they can't afford and their families
don't need. Often, families spend hundreds of dollars more than they spent the
previous year -- resulting in debt, stress
and worry.
We need to shift our emphasis from
the shopping cart back to the manger as
the reason for the season. Christmas isn't
the time to throw caution to the wind and
allow a well-meaning generous spirit to
dictate spending.
Instead, it's the time to honor the One
whose birthday we celebrate and be good
financial stewards of all He has entrusted
to us.
Exchanging meaningful, well-planned
presents with friends and relatives can be
an important part of Christmas; but we
should never let ourselves feel pressured
into buying gifts we can't afford under the
guise of showing love for others.
Personalize a holiday spending budget
that fits your family's finances, keep track
of all purchases and be committed to
spend no more than the amount budgeted.
But most importantly, remember that
each Chrhistams tradition from the tree to
the garland to the simple gift has spiritual
significance.
Have a family service project and purchase food or toys for needy families.
Commit to give at least a tithe from the
amount you've budget for Christmas to
needy causes and for the spread of the
Gospel (see Matthew 25:34-40).
As this Christmas season draws near,
remember that Christmas gift purchases
and gift giving should not overshadow the
true meaning of our celebration.
There's nothing wrong with giving
gifts at Christmas. Just be careful not to
indulge, and don't divert your attention
from Christ to material things. I
f
Christians are to reclaim the holiday, it
must start in our own homes.
––Howard Dayton is co-founder of
Crown Financial Ministries and the host of
Crown's radio program, "Money Matters."
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