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TOPEKA — The number of Kansas
children in foster care has reached an all-
time high. The explanations why vary.
In April, there were 6,156 children in

the system. That’s 356 more children than
in April 2013 and 872 more than two years
earlier.
Dona Booe, chief executive of the

Kansas Children's Service League, sees the
escalating numbers as evidence of a build-
ing crisis.
“This is a primary indicator that we’re

not reaching families before tragedies hap-
pen,” Booe said. “These are families in
crises, and we’re not reaching them
because the resources for reaching them

have been exhausted.”
Officials in the administration of Gov.

Sam Brownback don’t view the growing
numbers with alarm. They attribute the
increase to better awareness and reporting
of child abuse and neglect.
“We are seeing an increasing number of

reports being made,” Theresa Freed, a
spokesperson for the Kansas Department
for Children and Families, wrote in an
email to KHI News Service. “The increase
in foster care cases is consistent with that.
We attribute the increase in reports to
greater public awareness of the issues of
child abuse and neglect.”
In 2010, according to DCF reports, the

agency logged about 55,500 reports of sus-

The City of Topeka has announced the
launch of topeka.mindmixer.com, a new
comprehensive community engagement
website where residents can engage, com-
municate, and collaborate with commu-
nity decision makers on the future of our
community. 
This platform can be used to get the

community involved in the planning
process.  Feedback from this interactive
and accessible website will be used by City
leaders – the listeners – in order to lay out
plans on a variety of projects.
Topeka.mindmixer.com gives contrib-

utors a chance to share new ideas, rate the
ideas of others, expand on existing ideas,
and give feedback on City programs and
initiatives.  The site also measures and
tracks participation, identifying the most
interested citizens and most compelling
topics.  
How can you get involved?  Go to the

site and login with basic information to
get started.  From there, you can choose
your areas of interest to be alerted when
new questions are posted on those topics.  
How can Topeka grow in an economi-

cally sustainable manner?  How would
you rate your feeling of safety in your
neighborhood?  The discussion will start
with topics like these, and expand based
on input.
“We believe working with the commu-

nity is the best way to tackle challenges
that affect the community,”
Communications & Marketing Director
Suzie Gilbert said.  
“This site encourages Topekans to

weigh in from their own homes and on
their own schedules, which allows us to
engage a broader audience.  With this
broader reach comes a broader range of
ideas, solutions, and civic participation.”
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For the past year, God has revealed to
me the importance of discovering my
calling, my reason for being here on this
earth. I’m excited because not only am I
now living in the beginning phases of
my calling as a writer, but the time has
come for me to begin to share those
revelations with you. 
In the next few issues of Metro

Voice, we will be doing a life-altering
series called Facing Your Destiny that
will aim to prepare you for your pur-
pose in being alive today.
With individuals like Joshua at the

forefront, we will uncover the lessons in
leadership that God desires us to learn
from the stories of great biblical figures.  
LESSON ONE: This May Hurt a

Kharissa Forte | Metro Voice

nn Please see HURT page 3

Number of Kansas children in foster care hits record high
by Dave Ranney

THE CHURCH DIVORCE MYTH

ATLANTA -- It's long been believed that half of America's
marriages end in divorce and the problem is just as bad in the
Church as the rest of the country.
But when Harvard-trained researcher Shaunti Feldhahn

tried to find the actual research to prove those points, she
couldn't. It started her on an eight-year odyssey to find the
actual facts.

A DEMORALIZING BELIEF
The Atlanta-based researcher and author realized the wide-

spread belief that marriage failure is as bad in the Church as the
rest of the world demoralizes Christians and can even cause them
to question their faith.
"For a pastor it means 'all my work doesn't mean very much,'"

Feldhahn told CBN News. "For the average person in the congre-
gation there's this subtle feeling like, 'If that's true: if on some-

by Paul Strand

nn Please see DIVORCE page 3

THIS MAY 
HURT A
LITTLE

n Please see FOSTER CARE page 4
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Adopt Kansas Kids works to connect foster and approved adoptive families with children throughout Kansas who 
need adoption. This service is provided by the Kansas Children’s Service League through a contract with the 

Kansas Department for Children and Families (DCF).

www.adoptKSkids.org      877-457-5430 

Every child deserves a loving, caring home.  A family they can call their own. 
A place where they belong. With people who will be there for them always.

SURVIVING THE DARK PITS OF LIFE
Have you ever been going the direction

you thought God wanted you to go, only
to be met with challenges, chaos and con-
fusion at every turn? When this occurs, it
can be easy to question God or our abili-
ty to hear clearly from Him. However, just
because things don't look the way we
expected or hoped, does not mean He has
abandoned us or we've taken a wrong
turn. 
Joseph was a young man who heard

clearly from God (Genesis 37, 39-45). He
knew who he was and where God was
taking him. However, it wasn't long
before jealousy, anger and attacks from
others led him on what appeared to be a
long detour. I imagine after being
betrayed by his brothers and thrown in a
pit, life must have felt awfully hopeless.
The ones closest to him robbed him of
everything he had, trampled on him and
essentially threw his life in the gutter as if
to say, "You're a nobody, no longer worthy
of our fellowship or love." How young
Joseph's heart must have hurt! Yet God
was with him even in the dark pit.
Joseph must have been confused as the

challenges continued and he later found
himself in a prison cell. What about the
dreams God had given him and the
promises he felt he had received for his
life? I'm sure it seemed as though they
would never come to pass. Certainly the

tears and hard-
ships he faced
were not part of
God's plan, were
they?
Most of us

know the end of
the story. Through
many years of imprisonment, abandon-
ment, confusion and trials, God delivered
Joseph and used him to deliver others.
Had the storms and perceived detours in
his life not occurred, there would not
have been opportunity for him to save
others in the massive way in which God
used him to do so.
How easy it is to become discouraged

and hopeless when we find ourselves
thrown into the pits of darkness from the
storms and oppositions in life. Though it
is typically not God who puts us there, it's
usually not until we are able to rest in the
darkness that God shines His light and
pulls us out. He then is able to open our
eyes and cause us to see the purpose in the
trials He's helped us to endure. If we keep
our eyes focused on Him, He will bring
our vision into focus so that we can clear-
ly see He was with us all along. He is the
One who opens the prison doors and
shines light in the darkest of nights
(Isaiah 61:1). We must hold onto His
hand in the process, even when it seems
too dark to see.

Jessica Hosman

by Jessica S. Hosman
(WNS)--Elaine Soto and her family

left New Jersey at 3 a.m. on Thursday to
come to the March for Marriage in
Washington. She brought her four chil-
dren to “open their eyes to the fact they
don’t have to shrink. They don’t have to
be embarrassed or ashamed even if
what they believe is not politically cor-
rect.” 
Jack McGill of Detroit, Mich., along

with his wife of 22 years, Diane, and
their two children drove 600 miles to
D.C. for the second time this year to
attend a protest—the first was the
March for Life. In both cases, McGill
said he came to “support God’s truth.”
He hopes Congress will pass a marriage
amendment. 
“That truth [of biblical marriage] is

engraved on everyone’s heart from cre-
ation,” he said. 
This year marks the second annual

marriage march, held to ask Congress
to define marriage according to tradi-
tional, biblical standards. The marchers
this year included people of different
ages, races, religions, and cultures, all
united under the belief that marriage is
between a man and a woman. They
gathered Thursday on the Capitol lawn
to let politicians know the fight for
marriage is not over. 
“We are not under an obligation to

defy God to obey you,” former
Arkansas Gov. Mike Huckabee said at
Thursday’s rally, speaking to the gov-
ernment in response to the U.S.
Supreme Court’s decision to overturn
the Defense of Marriage Act last year.

That law provided a fed-
eral definition of mar-
riage as a union between
one man and one
woman. Currently, states
can decide whether or
not to allow gay mar-
riage—19 have overruled homosexual
marriage bans and now allow same-sex
unions. But legal challenges have been
filed in every state that bans same-sex
marriage, and the issue eventually will
end up back before the Supreme Court. 

With gay marriage continuing to
gain momentum and acceptance in the
nation’s culture, Joe Grabowski, direc-
tor of communications for the National
Organization for Marriage (NOM),
said standing for the biblical definition
of marriage “can feel like a very lonely
position.” NOM organized the march
to bring people together. Last year,
roughly 7,000 attended. This year,
organizers estimated as many as 10,000
joined the procession. 
“It’s really nice to see you’re not the

only one out there,” said Karlene
Carkhuff, who attended the march with
her family both years. She pointed to
her daughters and said, “These girls
need to see they’re not alone.” 
Carkhuff and her daughters

marched with monks in gray cloaks,
priests in collars, and Jews in heavy
black suits. Chinese marchers shared
the shade with African Americans.
A group of Hispanic marchers,

stretching across a city block, blew

horns and whistles and gave shouts of
praise as they marched onto the lawn.
They cheered wildly when Ruben Diaz,
a pastor and New York state senator, ral-
lied them in Spanish. 
From the podium, speakers pro-

claimed the message that marriage is
more than just a romance or a relation-
ship between two people. 
“The family unit is not arbitrarily

defined by man as he pleases, but by
nature,” said Alfonso Aguilar, with the
Latino Partnership for Conservative
Principles. “One of its defining objec-
tives is the procreation and upbringing
of children.” 
Delaware residents Seif and

Francesca Kmar, both 19, met over
email and married last September.
Though Seif is a Tunisian Muslim and
Francesca an American Christian, both
attended the protest to stand up for
their belief in traditional marriage. 
Francesca especially believes mar-

riage is important because a single
mother raised her. When her mother
married again for a few years,
Francesca loved having both a father
and a mother. “For that short period
of time, I felt complete,” she said.
“The institution of marriage … is
bigger than all of us.” 

Marriage March 2014

Global award-winning business
coach Earl Kemper and his team at
ActionCOACH Empowerment relocat-
ed from Lakewood, Colo. to Topeka at
the beginning of 2014. While the firm
continues to help Colorado businesses
as well as business owners nationally
and internationally, Coach Kemper saw
a great opportunity in the Topeka mar-
ket.
“For the past 10 years, I’ve seen

Topeka grow culturally and profession-
ally. Topeka has attracted new business-
es as well as positioned many of its
efforts into local business growth,” said
Kemper. “My passion is to coach busi-
ness people who are good and make
them great. I ultimately measure my
success by the success of my clients.”
Certified Business Coach Andrea

Engstrom has been active in the Topeka
business community for many years,

and has been working through the
Colorado office for the last several years.
Kemper is her father, and other family
members also work in the business.
Kemper and Engstrom celebrated the

relocation and their new Topeka office
on June 17 with a Ribbon Cutting cere-
mony and Open House.
The two say their goals and vision for

Topeka’s business community are sim-
ple: help business owners achieve free-
dom, finances and fulfillment. By doing
so, business will grow together, generate
more revenue, create new jobs, and
strengthen our local economy. They
plan to emplement these goals through
one-to-one coaching and group coach-
ing programs, as well as a new business
group called ProfitCLUB. Additionally,
free monthly training sessions are avail-
able for business owners. For more
information call 408-5927 or go to
actioncoachempowerment.com 
They also work with business owners

on how to make their business align
with their personal goals. 
“Business is a tool that enables you to

live the life you desire. Business is not
life!” Kemper said.
The Topeka ActionCOACH team has

served over 1,200 clients around the
world.  On average, their clients double
their business in less than 12 months,
Engstrom said.
ActionCOACH International has a

presence in 50+ countries with over
1,000 coaches worldwide.
ActionCOACH has been recognized by
Entrepreneur Magazine as the #1
Business Coaching Service Franchise in
the World nine times. Kemper has been
named America’s Coach of the Year five
times, and World Coach of the Year
twice.

Business coaching team opens Topeka office
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Watchdog.org – A tiny town in the
midst of North Dakota’s oil boom raised
local wages without forcing the issue
through city ordinances or state laws —
looking at you, Seattle.
In fact, the evidence of the salary spike

comes from the much-demonized
Walmart, a corporation under fire from
leftists who believe the company doesn’t
pay enough.
Take a look at this picture shared on

Twitter this weekend:
North Dakota is experiencing an

incredible rush thanks to fracking, a new
drilling technology unlocks that shale oil
pockets deep in the Earth.
Just how profitable is the oil boom?

Consider that North Dakota enjoyed a 2.6
unemployment rate last month, com-
pared with the 6.3 percent national aver-

age.
In Williams County, North Dakota, the

epicenter of the oil boom, the unemploy-
ment rate is an astounding 0.9 percent. 
Watchdog.org’s Rob Port noted earlier

this month the state now has more job
openings than workers to fill the posi-
tions.
What’s the takeaway here? “The energy

sector is the strongest sector of the US
economy, and is bringing wealth, prosper-
ity, and high-paying jobs to places like
western North Dakota and south-central
and western Texas,” wrote Mark J. Perry, a
senior analyst with the American
Enterprise Institute.
Seattle, which just enacted a plan to

raise its local minimum wage to $15 an
hour, could learn a lesson from North
Dakota.

Walmart in this tiny town beats Seattle’s minimum wage    
thing as important as marriage, doing what
the Bible says doesn't change anything,
what does that mean about the Bible?'"
Virginia Pastor Daniel Floyd, with

Fredericksburg's Lifepoint Church, has
seen how this can hurt people's faith.
"Because a 50 percent divorce rate inside

the church really just said the church makes
no difference in your marriage," Floyd
explained. "And that's quite an indictment
of the church."
Christian psychotherapist Angel Davis

said the belief half of marriages fail can even
give people permission to give up.
"When you have something like a statis-

tic like 50 percent, it gives you the option,"
she told CBN News. "It becomes an option
in your mind."

THE GOOD NEWS
In her book, The Good News About

Marriage, Feldhahn lays out what she
found during her eight years of investigat-
ing the complicated, complex divorce sta-
tistics.
First, the divorce rate is way below 50

percent and much lower for those who
attend church.
Feldhahn estimates the overall divorce

rate for the country is around 31 percent.
The studies of people who regularly go to
church all show a much lower divorce rate
for them.
"Maybe 15 percent, maybe 20 percent for

all marriages. First marriages, second mar-
riages, third marriages," Feldhahn
explained.
Feldhahn cited one example where a

pastor tracked 143 couples who he had
married.
"It was 25, 27 years later. Less than 10

percent had been divorced," she stated.
Feldhahn hopes these facts she's uncov-

ered become widespread.
"Pastors need to know this," she said.

"People need to be able to look around the
average congregation and say, 'You know
what, most of these people will have strong
and happy marriages for a lifetime.  Doing
what God says matters. This is a big deal to
know."

LASTING A LIFETIME

So where do things go from here? For
one, pastors and counselors can now say
with assurance, marriage makes sense and
is likely to last a lifetime.
For religious believers, if they'll be atten-

tive to practice their faith with their spouse,
they can almost double their odds of avoid-
ing divorce.
Therapist Davis said this could go a long

way to erasing the doubt that Christianity
makes no difference.
"That there's no power in it to transform.

And that is just not true," she insisted. "So
those statistics I think could help a lot with
that belief."
Pastor Floyd believes it'll be a major plus

for the faith when this new knowledge gets
around.
"If you have regular church attendance,

then it's going to make a difference in the
longevity of your marriage," he said. "I
think that is incredible firepower, so to
speak, for the local church, for the pastor."

DIVORCE-PROOF MARRIAGES
Feldhahn told CBN News she's person-

ally seen the power of this new information
immediately pump up a congregation's
faith.
"You hear this gasp go through the con-

gregation, and everybody starts applaud-
ing, and it's like you can see hope coming
back into their eyes," she said.
Shaunti's husband Jeff explained such

hope can be crucial in helping a couple
actually survive.
"Shaunti and I have had tough patches,"

he admitted. "But we never once thought
that we weren't going to make it. We knew
we were going to. So you work through the
tough patches and you move on to the
other side. And the other side is always
good."
Feldhahn stated people can make other

choices to divorce-proof their marriage.
"People who decide not to live together

before they get married, that has been
proven to have a really good effect on the
marriage," she said as an example. "And so
you might get down to the 5, 10 percent
divorce odds."

Now Feldhahn and others hope people
will spread the word.

"To be able to get this information into
other people's hands quickly," she said, "I
really think we can change the paradigm

DIVORCE
continued from page 1

Little
When we think about our calling,

it’s usually acquainted by positive, fluffy
feelings. We consider how we can use
our God-given skills and gifts to change
the world and impact our community. 
Rarely, however, do we consider the

path to our calling and how it may not
always resemble a yellow brick road.
Undoubtedly, we will experience speed
bumps and pit holes along the way.
This first lesson will focus on the

hardships of treading the road to our
calling and will seek to allow us to
embrace them instead of fighting them.
Anytime someone is purposed or

called to fulfill a destiny for God’s king-
dom, it has to be realized that the steps
to get from, “I think I can” to “Look at
what God has done,” may not always be
reasonable. 
If we take a glimpse at God’s track

record, we’ll see that we don’t serve a
very logical God – not in our human
understanding, anyway. We’ll see that
the means that He went about taking
every day, ordinary men and women of
the bible to people of position and
power with the sole purpose of illumi-
nating His glory did not always make
sense.
Take Joseph, for example.
Joseph’s purpose and calling was to

reign as king ultimately to save the peo-
ple from starving to death during the
famine (Genesis 30 – 50). Who knew
one of the most crucial steps required
for him to get there would involve being
thrown into a pit and sold into slavery
by his own brothers.
Look at Daniel.
Daniel’s story – alongside Shadrach,

Meshach, and Abednego – is a powerful
demonstration of God’s sovereignty in
the midst of a chaotic culture. It is a
story in which the most influential
aspects include harmless delivery from
both a lion’s den and a fiery furnace. 
My personal favorite is Esther.
Once again, the Israelites needed

saving and it was Esther who was cho-
sen to liberate them from the persecu-
tion of Haman’s hand. Yet, doing so
meant that she had to be uprooted
from the comfort and security of her
home and placed into a new, unfamiliar
and unnerving situation. 
There are a couple of things that

these stories have in common.

First, the people God used weren’t
chasing their own agendas. They were
intentionally fulfilling a calling that
directly lined up with the kingdom
agenda to demonstrate the comprehen-
sive rule of God over every area of their
lives. 
Secondly, in order for these people

to move from “I think I can” to “Look at
what God has done,” they had to be
placed in situations that were beyond
their control.
A lot of us know what our purpose

is. We see our calling and we’re trying to
figure out the steps to get there, but
what most of us have yet to accept is
that the steps to getting there may
involve being placed in situations that
don’t make any sense and in which we
have no choice but to exercise our faith.
Hebrews 13:7-8 says, “Remember

your leaders who spoke the word of
God to you. Consider the outcome of
their way of life and imitate their faith.
Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and
today and forever.”
That means when it comes to the

making of a great leader, we just might
have to face the same issues that these
amazing biblical figures had to endure.
The fact that they endured is what
makes them so amazing in the first
place.
The question is: are you willing to

be hated on by your brothers if that’s

what it means to fulfill your calling? 
Are you willing to face the lions

ready to devour you and stand in the
fire? 
Are you willing to be taken out of

your comfort zone in order for His will
to be done?
A lot of our knee-jerking reactions

are, “No, I’m not.” 
Who wants to have to endure cir-

cumstances that force us to be vulnera-
ble and that may cause pain? I get that.
More importantly, Christ gets that.

He, after all, had to do it, too.
The sole purpose of Jesus Christ

being on this earth was to save human-
ity from eternal damnation and separa-
tion from His love. In order to fulfill His
calling, He had to not only trade in the
luxury of a throne for life as a human
being, but he had to die a horrible, bru-
tal death. 
And, He did it.
While we’re complaining about the

girl we don’t want to disciple or the
church ministry we don’t want to carve
out the time to lead or the husband we
have to force ourselves to submit to,
realize that it’s not like He’s asking us to
hang on a cross. 
Next month, we’ll discuss changing

our mindset on how we view the trou-
blesomeness of fulfilling our calling and
the biblical inspiration to help us bear
through.

HURT
continued from page 1
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The Center on Budget and Policy
Priorities (CBPP) latest report entitled
“Lessons for Other States from Kansas’
Massive Tax Cuts.” claims that tax
reform hasn’t boosted the economy.
Today we tackle their assertion that tax
cuts won’t lead to economic growth.
Actually, there is a lot of evidence

that tax cuts will improve Kansas’
economy; CBPP just conveniently
avoids it. Instead, they substitute their
opinion and employ their standard
tactic of making claims without dis-
closing supporting data; they also ref-
erence predictions that Kansas will trail
the nation next year in some economic
indicators.
We’ll start with a brief history lesson.

Private sector job growth in Kansas
trailed the national average in ten of
the last fifteen years (1998-2013).
Kansas’ private sector gross domestic
product trailed eight times (1997-

2012) and personal income trailed
eleven of the last fifteen years (1998-
2013). Indeed, Kansas’ history of eco-
nomic stagnation was the impetus for
tax reform. As we have explained previ-
ously, the full economic impact of tax
reform will take years to unfold. It’s
intellectually dishonest of CBPP to
imply that tax reform isn’t working
because a long term negative trend has-
n’t suddenly created tremendous gains.
Now let’s look at the evidence. The

study compares the performance of the
ten states with the lowest state and local
tax burdens with the ten states with the
highest burdens, based on the most
recent rankings from the Tax
Foundation. The low-burden states are
Wyoming, Alaska, South Dakota,
Texas, Louisiana, Tennessee, New
Hampshire, Nevada, South Carolina
and Alabama. The high-burden states
are New York, New Jersey, Connecticut,
California, Wisconsin, Minnesota,
Maryland, Rhode Island, Vermont and

EVIDENCE SUGGESTS THE
STATES THAT SPEND LESS, TAX
LESS — AND GROW MORE

Areas of expertise:
• Marriage & Relationships
• Depression • Addictions
• Anxiety • Grief-Loss
• Adoption • Foster Care

COUNSELING
YOU CAN TRUST

pected abuse or neglect. It expects to field
more than 74,000 reports in 2014.
“We have done a tremendous job of

working with community organizations to
promote the reporting of child abuse and
neglect,” Freed said. “Our rate of removal,
based on the reports, is constant.”
Though the number of Kansas children

in foster care has increased, the number of
licensed foster homes has remained flat.
Records show that in April 2013 there

were 2,486 licensed foster homes in Kansas;
between 2009 and 2013, the state had
access to an average of 2,491 homes.
“A lot of homes are taking in multiple

kids, more than they have in the past,” said
Jeff Piepho, president of the Kansas Foster
and Adoptive Parent Association.
“Turnover is an issue,” he said. “A lot of

times, foster parents will adopt the children
they’ve been caring for and decide they’re
not in a position to keep being foster par-
ents, so they quit. Another reason is they do
it for a year or two and come away feeling
like they don’t have a loud enough voice.
They don’t feel like anybody listens to what
they have to say.”
The association and DCF, he said, are

trying to change that.
“The other thing that’s happening is

people don’t want to be foster parents
because they think it would be so heart-
breaking. They say, ‘Oh, I could never do
that,’” Piepho said. “We need to address
that, too. We need to show people how they
can be a positive, interruptive force in a
child’s life.”
Piepho, a Salina pastor, and his wife,

Meadow, have cared for about 45 foster
children in the past five years. The couple
have adopted two children and are legal
guardians for three others.

FOSTER CARE
continued from page 1

Pennsylvania.
The low-burden states increased

jobs at twice the rate of high-burden
states. Low-burden states have superior
growth in Wages and Salaries and
Private Sector Gross Domestic
Product. Low-burden states have posi-
tive domestic migration while high-
burden states have negative domestic
migration. In other words, US resi-
dents are choosing to move to low-bur-
den states and choosing to leave high-
burden states.
Tax reform critics like to attribute

the superior economic performance of
low-burden states to weather and
access to ports and natural resources.

But both groups have states with good
weather, bad weather, coastal, land-
locked and natural resources. But there
is one category which really separates
the two groups of states — spending.
High-burden states spend 40 percent
more per resident to provide the same
basket of essential services. States with
an income tax spend 49 percent more
than those without an income tax.
The key to having low taxes is to

keep spending under control by pro-
viding services at a better price. A state

could be awash in oil revenue and still
have a high tax burden if it spent more.
Texas, by the way, gets less than 3 per-
cent of revenue from oil; they have a
low tax burden because they only spent
$2,293 per resident to provide the same
basic basket of services on which
Kansas spent $3,409 (2012 actual per
NASBO).
The moral of the story is pretty

clear: states that spend less, tax less —
and grow more.

Debunking CBPP report on tax reform 
Dave Trabert | KPI
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Find more educational arti-
cles on our website!

The news and information 
you want...on-line.

metrovoicenews.com &

Facebook.com/metrovoicenews

––Jennifer
Dear Jennifer,
Take the Roth!
If you put your money into a Roth

401(k), and by retirement age there’s
$1 million in there, that money is
yours tax-free. By comparison, if it’s
in a regular 401(k), you’ll pay taxes
on that $1 million, which will come
out to about $300,000—maybe
$400,000 at the rate things are going
now. You’ll lose 30 to 40 percent of
your money.
My personal 401(k) is a Roth. And

in this situation, yours should be
too!

—Dave

Dear Dave,
What things do you advise buying

used versus buying brand new?
–– Amy

Dear Amy,
I’m afraid there’s not one good,

across the board answer, because it
all depends on where you are in your
financial plan.
When it comes to cars, you should

always buy good, used vehicles,
unless you have a million dollars or
more in the bank. New automobiles
drop in value like a rock, so buy
smart and let someone else take the
hit in depreciation. You don’t
become wealthy by investing in
things that go the wrong way.
If you’re talking about clothing,

and you’re broke or trying to get out
of debt, there’s absolutely nothing
wrong with shopping consignment
stores — especially for kids. They
wear things three times, and then
they’ve outgrown them.
“Experienced” clothing is a great buy
for adults, too.
Of course there are other things,

but here’s the deal. As your money

situation improves, you’ll be able to
buy more new things. The price of
“new” will become a smaller and
smaller percentage of your financial
world.
But when you’re broke, deep in

debt or don’t have a big income, the
money you spend on anything is a
big percentage. At times like this, a
decent $50 washer or dryer in the
classifieds can be the best deal on the
planet!

—Dave 

Dear Dave,
My employer offers a regular

401(k) and a Roth 401(k). I’ve got
several years before I retire, which
one should I choose?

NEW OR USED ITEMS? ROTH OR TRADITIONAL 401 (K)?

Educational Credit is launching a
business resource seminar series for
local business owners. The series is
open to both Educational Credit
Union members and non-members.
The series will consist of three indus-
try professionals each speaking one
evening to teach and collaborate with
20-25 business owners. The ECU
Business Resources Seminar Series is
free to attendees. However, space is
limited so those interested must
enroll to reserve a spot. This series is
designed for business owners or oper-
ating managers of businesses that
have been established and operating
for three or more years.
Food and beverages will be provid-

ed for the evening including all of the
materials needed. The series will be
presented in the evenings from 5:30-
7:30 pm at Educational Credit Union,
2808 SW Arrowhead Road. 
The first semina, “Doing More with

Less.” will be presented July 10 by
Martha Bartlett Piland. The impor-
tance of brands, consistancy and tar-
get markets will be discussed, as well
as non-traditional ways to stretch
your budget.
The second seminar is titled

“Execute Your Plan,” and will be pre-
sented July 17 by Rich Drinon of
Drinon and Associates. This session
includes emphasis on building rela-
tionships and achieving results
through others.
The third seminar will be presented

July 31 by Rick Lejuerrne and is titled
“Increase Profits.”   This session
includes learning the 5 numbers that
matter most, maximizing profits,
understanding a balance sheet and
income statement, and how to devel-
ope a scorecard for your business.

ECU schedules
Business Resources
summer seminars

DAVE 
RAMSEY
Financial author,
radio host, television
personality, and 
motivational speaker

davesays
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Clay Center, Kansas – When the
Declaration of Independence was signed
on July 4, 1776, our forefathers built their
hopes of the nation’s survival on some
important principles. John Witherspoon,
one of the Declaration signers wrote,
“Nothing is more certain than that a . . .
corruption of manners make a people
ripe for destruction.” This is the principle
of a Civil Society. Witherspoon and other
founders repeated this idea believing if
America did not upkeep its civility it
would become its greatest downfall. 
Would Franklin, Hancock and Adams

be encouraged at the state of our union
today? According to a USA Today poll
from several years ago 68% of readers
thought people were ruder today then 20

to 30 years ago.
Manners, etiquette, politeness all speak

of civility. Sandra Morisset, a professional
etiquette trainer, gave ABC news an
insight on a civil society saying “It's all
about your self-awareness and treating
others with respect. If you're not aware of
your behavior, that's a problem." I agree.
Many Americans seem to practice self-
realization throwing off any concerns
about “what people may think” and just
“being themselves”. Yes, we should be our-
selves but not to the extent we become
careless in our attitude and lifestyle to
those around us. Crime, political corrup-
tion, declining business ethics, family
conflicts, broken friendships and church
divisions all have their root in a lack of
civility. Since our founding we have
advanced economically, educationally
and technologically but plummeted in
our manners.

What did our founders believe was the
foundation for a civil society? God. They
believed if Americans chose to worship
and follow Him it would lead us to
become moral citizens and assure a civil
society. However, if future generations
turned from God they warned that
immoral behavior would rise and anar-
chy fill our streets.
Jesus said, “I say to you, unless one is

born again he cannot see the kingdom of
God” (John 3:3). Jesus suffered, died and
rose again centuries ago that we might be
made into a new person. If we believe in
Him with all our being He will give us a
new heart and mind. When that happens
everything changes.
We become a new person laying down

our lives in love and service to others for
the glory of God. Imagine waves of peo-
ple in city after city being born again and
putting the concerns of others above
themselves. 
This is the answer for America’s future.

May Jesus be your hope for today and the
next generation.
Clint Decker is President and Evangelist

with Great Awakenings, Inc. Contact him
at cdecker@greatawakenings.org.

CLINT 
DECKER 
President and
Evangelist with
Great
Awakenings, Inc.

hopefortoday

AMERICA’S
FUTURE

If you want to get Christian leaders
talking, just ask them one simple ques-
tion: Why are young people leaving the
church? More articles have been typed,
penned, and scrawled out on napkins on
this quandary than perhaps any other
topic. Opinions vary from types of music
to the way we’re teaching the Bible to the
time of our services.
However, Ed Stetzer, president of

Lifeway Research, thinks we need to take
a deeper look into the data before we
begin proscribing solutions. First, he
wants us to get our facts straight:
“Dropout is a key word in today's

evangelical churches concerning
teenagers and young adults. The quote
often sounds like this: ’86% of evangelical
youth drop out of church after gradua-
tion, never to return.’ The problem with
that statement (and others around that
number) is that it's not true. But that
doesn't mean there is no reason for con-
cern.”
According to Lifeway’s multi-year

study, in fact, the number of teens who
leave the church comes to about 70%.
This mainly clusters around teens from
16–19. But, in what may come as a sur-
prise, two-thirds do ultimately return
after a “hiatus.” The researchers also

found that most of the teens didn’t set out
to reject the church or the theology of
their parents; they simply drifted away.
They no longer found church to be
important.
So, what factors kept teens plugged

into church? Stetzer points to four impor-
tant ones revealed by the study:
• I wanted the church to help guide my

decisions in everyday life (prior to [the
age of] 18).
• My parents were still married to each

other and both attended church (prior to
18).
• The pastor's sermons were relevant to

my life (prior to 18).
• At least one adult from church made

a significant investment in me personally
and spiritually (between 15 and 18).
• On a website in which the study

appeared, many people had solutions.
Rebecca Kenney especially wants us to
pay attention to that last point. She says
that too many adults see teens’ questions
and doubts about faith as an attack, but
that’s not always the case:
“The questioners are not malicious.

They are at a stage of life where every-
thing is changing. The old foundations,

the ones their parents laid for them, are
being broken up and scraped away to
make room for the new foundations on
which they will live their adult lives. This
doubt is a natural process, part of the
free will that God gave to his image-
bearers. But it can be frightening for the
parents and the youth leadership of the
church.
“Most families or churches respond to

young doubters in one of three ways.
They ignore the question, they separate
the questioner, or they prayerfully give an
answer.”
John UpChurch is the senior editor of

BibleStudyTools.com and Jesus.org.

HOW MANY TEENS ARE LEAVING THE CHURCH?
JOHN 
UPCHURCH 
Senior editor of
the websites
BibleStudyTools.
com and Jesus.org

myopinion
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Ed Popkess

TO NORTH
TOPEKA!Welcome...

NOTO Community Arts Center
935 N Kansas Ave, Topeka, KS

Register for classes at notoartsdistrict.com
For information: 785.608.6738 or email

NOTOartscenter@gmail.com

NOTO First Friday Market postponed
to July 11 due to Independence Day

35% OFF Burgers!

Wed – Sat
10:00 am – 5:30 pm
1st Friday ART WALK
10:00 am – 9:30 pm

Oakland Church of the Nazarene, 939 N.E.
Oakland Ave. Free food, a water slide,
bouncy house, Christian music, firetruck
and kids’ tattoos.
SUNBEAMS AND YOUTHS OF THE

CITY – June 28, 6pm, Second Missionary
Baptist Church, 424 N.W. Laurent
FREE WEEKLY COMMUNITY PAN-

CAKE BREAKFAST – Sundays at 10am
sharp, at Oakland Church of the Nazarene:
900 block of NE Oakland, followed by
church services at 10:45am with Pastor
John Menkveld - which is in turn followed
at noon by The Hope House FREE
Community Food & Clothing Banks.
SOUTHERN GOSPEL QUARTET

THE PACESETTERS – July 11, 7pm.
Family of God Church, 1231 NW Eugene
St. For info: 234-1111
AWESTRUCK II – WORSHIP DANCE

CONCERT – July 15, 7pm, Northland
Christian Church, 3102 NW Topeka Blvd.
New dances, with a fun mix of styles. An
uplifting form of exploring the Word and
praising God! Admission is free. Any dona-
tions will send dancers on Doxazo, a local
missions trip this Aug. 
TOPEKA RESCUE MISSION WARE-

HOUSE SALE – July 10 & 11, 7am-3pm,
206 NW Norris St. All sales benefit the pro-
grams of Topeka Rescue Mission.
SPAGHETTI DINNER – July 18, 5:30-

7:30pm. Heartland Worship Center
Church of God, 1401 NW Harrison St. $5.
For info: 232-5503
4TH ANNUAL BLUES FOR A CAUSE

FUNDRAISER – July 25, 6-11pm.
Serendipity, 820 N Kansas Ave. For info:
383-7084
SOUTHERN GOSPEL QUARTET

THE ARMOURAIRES – July 27, 6pm.
Family of God Church, 1231 NW Eugene
St. For info: 234-1111
NEW CLASS: STEP UP – BUILDING

THE SMART STEP-FAMILY – Every Sun.
starting July 13, 11am, Northland
Christian Church, Room 4, 3102 NW
Topeka Blvd. Focusing on the challenges
facing step-families and blended families.
Contact Thomas at 249-3054 for info.

NOTO MARKET ON FIRST FRIDAYS
will be celebrated on July 11 this month
due to Independence Day falling on Friday
July 4 this year.  The decision was made so
as to avoid conflicting with the various
Independence Day celebrations scheduled
for that day. Enjoy arts, antiques, fine crafts,
and flea market items a week later.

Other North Topeka area activities and
events for the month of July:
CRUISE NIGHT – 5-10pm, 1st Sat. at

Spangles, Hwy 24 & Rochester Rd.; 4th Sat.
at The Pad, 1730 N. Topeka Blvd.
CONCERNED WOMEN FOR AMER-

ICA (CWA) – 3rd Tue., 10am-12noon,
Northland Christian Church, 3102 NW
Topeka Blvd. 224-7126 or
cwatopeka@giantcomm.net.

SUNRISE OPTIMIST CLUB – Every
Tue., 6:30am, Sunrise Optimist Complex,
720 NW 50th St. For info: Gary, 246-1291.
FREEDOM FEST – June 27, 4-9pm,
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A teenager I happen to know quite
well (seeing that he lives in my house)
announced last week that summer is
time off for his brain.  Well, nothing fires
up the parental learning plans like a
teenager who announces his plans to
learn as little as possible over the sum-
mer. 
My wife and I have planned almost

every summer as a time of learning, and
much of that knowledge can never be
learned in a book.  We have dragged our
children through museums and libraries
all over the world, retraced movements
of battles, seen the seats of government
power, sat in cockpits of modern super-
sonic fighters, enjoyed wildlife (boys
especially love to find anything that can
eat or kill you), and shared a disastrous
experience of car sickness while dis-

cussing God's creation in the great out-
doors.
The Washington Post reported that

educators are particularly concerned

about what they call the "summer brain
drain."  Educators now believe that
almost all students lose between two and
2 1/2 months of math computational
skills over the summer.  The good news
is that most of the students can recap-
ture that learning quickly in the fall.  The
bad news is the reminder that a brain in
neutral is a brain losing ground.
The data on reading ability shows that

children who read over the summer
grow in reading knowledge and com-
prehension. No surprise there. The real-
ly interesting part of this research is the
suggestion that a wide variety of sum-
mer experiences can provide back-
ground knowledge that turns out to be
indispensable to growth in the under-
standing of what is read. 
The gap in rich learning experiences

turns out to have much to do with socio-
economic factors. Children who are
deprived of the kinds of experiences that
come through travel, conversations with
parents, cultural experiences, and con-
tact with nature turn out to have prob-
lems reading that have nothing to do

with words on a page and everything to
do with missing background knowl-
edge.
This research should encourage par-

ents to think of the summer -- and par-
ticularly of summer vacation plans -- as
an opportunity to provide invaluable
"background knowledge" for the entire
family. Staycations afford a priceless
opportunity for families to learn togeth-
er. To our shame, many families drive
right past incredible opportunities for
learning. How did the states get their
shape? Where exactly does this river
flow? What is this historical marker
telling us?
Turning the summer into a fun and

enriching learning opportunity is, seen
in this light, a parental responsibility. It is
also a lot of fun. During the school year,
whatever the educational model, chil-
dren are largely directed to learn what is
required by the curriculum and, in
many cases, individual learning projects
and the interests of the children are left
behind. 
The summer affords an all-too-brief

opportunity to let your children learn
about what interests them the most --
and become teachers of their siblings
(and sometimes their parents as well).
Where exactly was the "Little House on
the Prairie?" What are the different kinds
of bridges and how are they used? Just
what is the difference between a frog and
a toad?
You do not have to go far to find

unparalleled opportunities for learning.
While travel remains one of the most

intellectually enriching experiences for
people of all ages, there are plenty of
opportunities close at home. Have you
taken your children to the county court-
house or City Hall? Have you plundered
all opportunities to visit the museums,
libraries, and cultural assets close to
home? Do your children even know
about the wildlife they can find in the
grass outside the back door?
Christian parents are responsible for a

particular stewardship of learning, for

we are responsible to inculcate a
Christian worldview and distinctively
Christian patterns of thinking in our
children. The summer affords an unpar-
alleled opportunity for this as well, as
every event, observation, book, news
story, and road trip offers a constant and
precious opportunity to turn our chil-
dren's questions into moments of time-
ly learning.  
Take every opportunity to add to the

Christian "background knowledge" that
leads to a deeper understanding of the
Gospel and the Christian faith.
So enjoy the summer and make the

most of it, whether going to the lake,
enjoying a local theater in the park,
climbing the local hill, or visiting grand-
parents. 
Who knows? Parents who pay atten-

tion to this might well avoid their own
"summer brain drain."

NOTO Community Arts Center
935 N Kansas Ave, Topeka, KS

Register for classes at 
www.notoartsdistrict.com

For info: 785.608.6738 or email
NOTOartscenter@gmail.com

July First Friday events
moved to July 11th!

Staycations help fight “brain drain” 

by Albert Mohler

Adults, kids should
learn something new
during the summer

“Turning the summer
into a fun and enrich-
ing learning opportu-

nity is… a parental
responsibility.”
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Summertime is the perfect time
to take advantage of the many
attractions located right here in
the Capital City! Beginning with
the Capitol Building itself, you can
then branch out and try some of
the following suggestions. For
more options, go to
VisitTopeka.com.
Visit Topeka has gone all-out

this year to promote city and coun-
ty attractions with two new pro-
grams: a discount card and a bingo
card. The discount card is geared
toward bringing more visitors to
Topeka from across Kansas and the
nation, but the bingo card is for
locale! You can pick them up at the
Visit Topeka office at 618 S Kansas,
or print one off at the website. The
bingo card gives you an opportuni-
ty to win prizes by visiting up to 16
different sites.
In addition to the options

described to the right and below,
the following attractions are also
participants in the bingo card pro-
gram: 

• Kansas Museum of History
• Topeka/Shawnee Public Library
• Shawnee North Aquatic Center
• Old Prairie Town
• Gage Bowl
• Starlite Skate Center
• Combat Air Museum
• Fiesta  Mexicana
• Harley Davidson Museum
• Great Overland Station
• Brown vs. Board of Ed.
• Rees Fruit Farm 

Kansas Children's Discovery
Center
4400 SW 10th Avenue
785-783-8300
www.kansasdiscovery.org

Hours of hands-on entertain-
ment! Inside you can find science,
careers, art and a real tools work-
shop. Outside: bikes, rock climb-
ing, challenge courses and a tree-
house. It's all Serious Fun!

Topeka Zoo
635 SW Gage Boulevard
785-368-9180 
www.topekazoo.com

Home to nearly 300 animals
from all over the world, including
elephants, hippos, apes, lions,
giraffes and black bears. Latest
addition: Two baby tiger cubs!

Mulvane Art Museum 
and Art Lab
1700 SW Jewell Ave.
785-670-1124
www.Washburn.edu/Mulvane

One of the oldest accredited art
museums west of the Mississippi
River, with a varied collection of
classic, traditional, modern and
unexpected art. Exhibitions
change regularly. People of all ages can

create their own art souvenirs at the
ArtLab in the basement.

AMELIA EARHART FESTIVAL
July 18 – 19, 2014
Atchison, KS  66002
Atchisonkansas.net
Each summer the community pulls out all
the stops in honor of its favorite daughter,
complete with a downtown music, food
and crafts fair, star-filled outdoor concert,
children’s activities, carnival, awards and
honors, Earhart research and literature,
music on the beautiful Riverfront, aerobat-
ic performances and fireworks show.

DODGE CITY DAYS
July 25 - August 3
Dodge City, KS  67801
dodgecitydays.com
It is the second largest festival in Kansas
with over 50
events. Its origi-
nal intent was to
celebrate Dodge
City's great
Western her-
itage, and it still
accomplishes
that today.  This
year’s theme is
“Saddle Up and
Enjoy the Ride.”

GOESSEL COUNTRY THRESHING DAYS
August 01, 2014 - August 3, 2014 
Goessel, KS 67053 
wheatco.org 
More than 100 exhibitors from a 7-state
area display and demonstrate antique
equipment related to farming during the

past century.
Additional
demonstra-
tions and eth-
nic Mennonite
food are pro-
vided in con-
junction with the Mennonite Heritage &
Agricultural Museum. 

HILLSBORO ARTS & CRAFTS FAIR 
September 20, 2014
Hillsboro, KS 67063
hillsboroartsandcraftsfair.org
Exhibitors from across the nation are
selected by a committee of judges and
invited to bring their handcrafted products
to Hillsboro for its nationally recognized
craft show.  Local food and hometown
hospitality add flavor to this already spec-
tacular event. 

THE MCPHERSON SCOTTISH FESTIVAL AND
HIGHLAND GAMES
Sept 27 & 28, 2014
McPherson, KS 67460
macfestival.org
Festival includes competitions in Highland
heavy athletics, Scottish Highland dancing,
and solo piping and drumming. Two full
days of activities also include clan and
genealogy tents, Celtic harp, sheepherding
demonstrations, display of Clydesdales,
Highland cattle and birds of prey,
Renaissance sword fighting, children’s pint
size athletic games, hands-on crafts, a
barrel train, food and product vendors,
Celtic musical groups, and a British car
show.

KANSAS 2014 FESTIVALSTake Advantage of Nearby Attractions

A Capitol Tour is a Capital Idea!
Kansas State Capitol Building
785-296-3966; www.KSHS.org/Capitol

After a 13-year, $332 million renovation, it is now complete and
gleaming like the day it was built Experience the magnificence and
grandeur from the murals to the souvenir shop and right up to the
top of the dome 306 foot dome. Free tours are available on week-
days and are free. The Dome Tour is spectacular and breathtaking
with its 296 steps to the very top, and to the outside balcony for a

unique birds-eye view of Topeka. Don’t miss the Senate Chamber,
the State Library and the Old Supreme Court, plus sculptures. his-
toric photographs and the dome chandelier. Use the ground level
entrance on the north side. Free parking is available in the under-
ground parking garage – enter from 8th Avenue.
While in downtown Topeka, take time to stroll down Kansas Avenue
and check out the many shops and restaurants there. While street
construction is going on, you can get parking garage vouchers at
any downtown business.
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WILDERNESS ESCAPE - Where God Guides and Provides
July 28 – Aug. 1, 6:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.
Antioch Missionary Baptist Church Family Life Center, 1921 SE Indiana Ave.

VBS - "Agency D3--Discover, Decide, DeFend"
July 28-August 1, 6:30-8 p.m. Ages 6-12. Enrollment is free.  
Auburn Christian Church , 1351 N Washington, Auburn. 785-256-2515

Combat Air Museum Youth Aviation Education Classes; July 7-10, August 4-7 
9:00am thru 12:30pm;  $50 per student, for ages 8-12
Early aviation history, fundamentals of flight theory, weather, reading aviation charts,
hands-on time in the flight simulator, etc. Visit Blackhawk helicopters, KC-135 tankers
and the Airport Control Tower. Call 862-3303 between 9:30am and 12:30pm 

VBS -  June 29-July 3;  June 29, 5:00-6:45 PM;  June 30-July 3, 9:00 am - Noon.
Grace Community Church.  www.gccinoverbrook.com

Summer VBS – Weird Animals; Sunday, July 6 through Thursday, July 10. 6:00-8:00 p.m
A meal will be serverd M-Th, 5:30-6:00 p.m. Free will donation.
Faith Lutheran Church, 1716 SW Gage  272-4214

Vacation Bible School - July 7th to 11th; 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 Noon
Meriden United Methodist Church, 100 S. Dawson, Meriden.  785/484-2224

Super Kids Super Kamp – The Amazing GRace;  2014-15 1st - 6th grader.  July 8-11. 
Fellowship Bible Church, 10th & Urish

Become a special agent at Agency D3 VBS, July 14-18
Western Hills, 29th & Auburn Rd. 478-3083; dkoci@whillschurch.org

Vacation Bible School “Tell It on the Mountain”
July 21 – 25, 9:00 – 11:30 a.m.
St. John’s Lutheran Church, 901 SW Fillmore. 354-7132

VBS - July 21 thru July 25, 8:45 - 11:45 am; Age: 4yrs (by Jan 1st, 2014) and K - 6 grade
Wanamaker Woods Nazarene Church, 785-273-2248  Pre-register @ wwnaz.org

‘Scavenger Hunt' VBS; July 28 through August 1; 6 - 8:30 p.m.; Ages 3 through Adult
Northern Hills Baptist Church, 920 NW 62nd Street

TPAC Summer Performing Arts Camp, July 7-12, 10am-2:30pm. Three workshops 2:30-
3:30 Tue-Thu. Grades 1-12. Call 234-2787

Cair Paravel Latin School offers Summer Camp opportunities for all Topeka students in
grades K-12.  To view camp descriptions and register online, visit www.cpls.org. 

YMCA offers several varieties of summer camps. Call 354-8591

2014 Campus Life/YFC Camp; July 19 - July 26 at Quaker Ridge Camp in Woodland Park,
Colorado. Camp cost of $450.00 includes food, lodging, transportation, rappelling and
recreational activities such as horseback riding, swimming, b-ball, v-ball and low and
high ropes challenge. For students who have completed grades 8 through 12. Contact
deb@topekayfc.org

Topeka Zoo Summer Adventure Camps available each week of summer. Call 368-9132

vbs & summer campscamp Salvation Army offering 
feeding program, day camp
The Salvation Army is partnering

with the Topeka Public Schools’ Child
Nutrition Services to feed children 18
and younger during the summer start-

ing the first week after school ends in
May until the first day of school in
August.
Nutrition is an essential component

to combat food insecurity in children.
During the summer months many chil-
dren go hungry because school is no
longer there to provide hot, nutritious
meals. The Salvation Army and Topeka
Public Schools’  (TPS) Child Nutrition
Services is partnering this summer to
provide two valuable services for feeding
children – an on-site location and two
mobile feeding sites. The feeding pro-
gram is FREE for children 18 years and
younger, but The Salvation Army is ask-
ing parents to accompany younger chil-
dren to the two sites for safety reasons. 

Mobile Feeding Sites
Starting the first week after school

ends, The Salvation Army’s mobile can-
teen will be at two locations to feed chil-
dren 18 years and younger for FREE
starting May 27th – May 30th and July
14th - August 12th. Food preparation is
being provided by Topeka Public
Schools’ Child Nutrition Services and
The Salvation Army will deliver meals to
the two locations in their mobile can-
teen. The Kansas State Department of

Education (KSDE) reports that “More
than 2.1 million children participated at
more than 32,700 sites in the summer of

2008” (www.kn-eat.org/SFSP) Carmen
Lovan, child nutrition specialist for the
Topeka Public Schools states, “Topeka
Public Schools provides approximately
14,000 meals each day during the school
year.  In the summer, that number drops
to 1, 700.  Our goal is to find ways to
increase the number of meals that we
serve during the summer.  Often this
requires having meals available in areas
that are near the children’s homes.  This
goal is only achievable through the part-
nership with organizations like The
Salvation Army.”

On-Site Feeding Program
For the six week break between the

mobile feeding dates, The Salvation
Army will be providing an on-site
(indoor) location for the FREE Summer
Feeding Program at 1320 SE 6th St,
Topeka that will include both breakfast
and lunch. The dates are: June 2nd – July
10th (Mondays-Thursdays); Breakfast is
served 8:15-9:00 am; Lunch is served
from 12:00 – 12:30 pm.

Day Camp Program
While meals are FREE, The

Salvation Army is offering a six-week
day camp program called “Character
Building” for children ages 5-10 years
old. There is a nominal fee of $5 per
child per week. It features Christian-ori-
ented bible stories, songs, lessons on
healthy eating and bodies, arts/crafts
and recreational games. Children will be
made aware of The Salvation Army’s
mission to others and how volunteerism
is important. The focus will be on build-
ing good mental, physical, social and
spiritual character. Day camp starts at
9:00 am – 12:00 pm Mondays –
Thursdays starting on June 2nd – July
10th. The program is being funded in
part by a grant from The Salvation
Army’s divisional headquarters in
Kansas City, MO. Space is limited and
reservations are required by calling The
Salvation Army at 785-233-9648.

Top five reasons
camp is so great
By  Kevin East

1.  It's an opportunity to disconnect.
When they come to camp, they turn in
their cell phones, unplug their music,
and begin to breathe deeply again. It is
very fun to see kids surprised by a sun-
set, or in awe at the sound of crickets at
night. 
2. It's a great place to be known.  The

relationship with the counselor should
be the best one. Campers often open up
to their counselors and share their souls
with them. When they do, there is such
a sense of relief. They can be known,
and loved for who they are.
3. It's a new adventure to be expe-

rienced. Have you ever: played lazer
tag in the woods, jumped off a 25 foot
high ropes platform, jumped on a
"blob" in a pool, or been on the back
of horse? When a child conquers a
new adventure at camp, they quickly
store it away as a reminder of their
courage.

4. It's a great way to gain confidence.
Even high school students can be scared
at the idea of going to camp. I've talked
with seniors in high school that were
homesick. However, when they get
through it and realize they did it, it is
great to see what it does to their counte-
nance. When a child does an activity
they never thought they would do, they
walk taller, as if they've found their new
armor. Being away from their parents,
making new friends, trying new activi-
ties -- these all help in the child gain
confidence as they grow up.
5. They just might be transformed.

This is the main reason why I would
want my child to go to camp. I believe
God speaks to us through: His creation,
His Word, and His people. When a child
gets away from home, is surrounded by
God's creation, and is taught the Truth
of scripture, they could be transformed.
I tell the staff of our youngest kids camp
quite regularly to take care of our future
summer staff.
As a parent, I want to fill my bag full

of "tools" to help me share with my kids
who Jesus is. Camp is one of the tools I
plan to use.

Troops forming for boys and girls
Cornerstone Community Church, 7620 SW 21st, is in the process of

organizing the following groups for young people. To sign up, contact the
church office at 478-2929.
Trail Life USA - Trail Life is a Christian adventure, character and leader-

ship program for young men. (K-12). 
American Heritage Girls - American Heritage Girls is family-friendly

and faith-based program for girls 5-18. 
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Atlanta, GA – Billions of dollars are
lost every year and story after story is
reported on how homeowners are
scammed by con artists posing as legiti-
mate home repair contractors. And it’s
not just your expected victims – seniors,
disaster victims, low wealth communi-
ties. Mayors, celebrities, police chiefs and
corporate executives have been
scammed as well. Many websites offer
the typical do’s and don’ts: don’t give
money up front; don’t sign anything you
don’t understand; and don’t hire some-
one who just shows up at your door. Yet,
there is so much more you need to know
to protect yourself. You need a contrac-
tor. Now, how do you get started? Where

do you find one? How do you know
what should be, and even more impor-
tantly, what should not be, in your con-
tract? How do you set up payment
schedules so he doesn’t take off with
your money? Have no fear; NCPHIF is
here.  
The National Center for the

Prevention of Home Improvement
Fraud (NCPHIF) is a national nonprof-
it whose mission is to educate the public
on how to protect themselves from
becoming victims of home repair con-
tractor fraud and scams. They have writ-
ten an instructional guidebook, Don’t
Even Think About Ripping Me Off!, to
help protect you from dishonest con-

New Book Helps Homeowners
Combat Home Repair Fraud

tractors. The step-by-step instructional
guidebook offers
directions and
worksheets to aid
in evaluating, hir-
ing, overseeing
and paying home
repair contractors. 
“It’s so frustrat-

ing to get calls
from homeowners
who have been scammed,” says home
repair fraud prevention expert and
NCPHIF Executive Director, Phae
Moore, author of the guidebook. “It
breaks my heart because by then, it’s too
late. I was tired of hearing nightmare
after nightmare, so I wrote this guide-
book to make sure it doesn’t happen to
anyone else. Now, homeowners can
know what to do before they hire any-
one, saving themselves time, stress and
money.”
Moore has made it her mission to

make sure communities do not become
easy targets. “Homeowners may not
know that even if they pay a contractor
in full, if he doesn’t pay the subcontrac-
tors or suppliers, they can file a lien
against their home” says Moore. “Where
homeowners get into trouble is in the
payment process. They may not know
that they can write into the contract that
they can retain payments from the con-

tractor under certain circumstances.
Consumers may not know who is ulti-
mately responsible for obtaining the
building permit or the consequences of
‘doing it yourself’.”
To purchase a copy of the book, visit

PreventContractorFraud.org. All pro-
ceeds go directly to the nonprofit to sup-

port its mission. The National Center
for the Prevention of Home
Improvement Fraud is a 501c3 non-
profit organization whose mission is to
educate homeowners on how to protect
themselves from becoming victims of
home repair contractor fraud and
scams.  

Phae Howard

City of Topeka:  Avoid
Scams, Check Licensing
The City of Topeka wants to remind

homeowners to be aware of possible
scams.  Severe weather could cause dam-
age to property, and that damage increas-
es the potential for businesses or individ-
uals associated with roofing and other
contracting work to
commence door-to-door
marketing of their servic-
es.  City of Topeka offi-
cials say residents should
confirm that anyone
soliciting in their neigh-
borhood has obtained
the proper licensing to
do so.  
Valid solicitors should

have in their possession
an official license with a
City seal issued by the
City Clerk’s office,
including a valid registra-
tion certificate number
from the State of Kansas
Attorney General’s
Office.  If homeowners
do choose to utilize any
contracting services,
including roofing, con-
struction, installation,
renovation, repair, main-
tenance, alteration,
and/or waterproofing,
he/she should verify that
the contractors are also
licensed by the City of
Topeka’s Development
Services division.
Any questions can be

directed to the City
Clerk’s office at (785)
368-3941.
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Dynamic Computer Solutions cele-
brated 30 years in business with a Ribbon
Cutting Ceremony and 30th Anniversary
Reception June 12 at the business’s offices
located at 2214 SW 10th Ave.. Large tents
were erected in the parking lot for the fes-
tivities, which included free food, drinks
and various prize drawings. 
Owners Mitch and Fran Miller were

on hand to mingle with the customers
and thank them for their patronage over
the years. The Millers have also been
active in the Greater Topeka Chamber of
Commerce and other local organiza-

tions, including Junior Achievement,
Topeka Fellowship, TARC and
Fellowship Bible Church.
Dynamic Computer Solutions

offers sales & consulting in the
Internet Technology field, from
service to hardware, telecommuni-
cations, and even carrier services.
They pride themselves on being in
the forefront of technology and
helping companies with unique
service plans that fit within their
budgets.
More information can be found

at Dynamic-Computer-Solutions on
Facebook or at dcstopeka.com.

Dynamic Computer Solutions celebrates 30 years in business

Many times you will find that dealing
with locally-owned businesses will ben-
efit you, as well as the community. 
Jim Driggers, owner of The

Computer Store, says you will get more
for your money there than at the big
box stoers. They also offer a Computer
Protection Plan that can not only keep
customers' computers protected, but
save hundreds of dollars off computer
repairs and virus removal.
"It's like having your own IT depart-

ment in your home!" Driggers said.
The Basic plan ($9.99/month) pro-

vides a monitoring program installed
on your computer that will run
24/7/365 and monitor 247 different
aspects of your computer system.
Monthly reports will be sent via e-mail
explaining any errors and repairs that
have been found and fixed. This plan

includes free in-store diagnostics and
estimates if you need to bring your
computer in ($40.00 savings).
The Silver Level ($24.99/month)

includes everything on the basic plan,
plus it includes
Antivirus/ Spyware
software installed
on your PC. Free
virus removal is
included - if you
get a virus it will be
remotely removed
for you. If that

doesn't work, you can bring your com-
puter to the store and it will be removed
at no charge. You also get Unlimited
Remote Support with this plan - if you
have any problem on your computer, the
Computer Store will remotely log in and
repair the problem for FREE.

The Gold  Level plan ($59.99/month)
will provide everything in the Basic and
Silver tier plus unlimited in-store service,
including fixing or replacing any soft-
ware and hardware problems without
any charges. This level also provides soft-
ware problem support and offsite data
backups - your data will be transferred to
their off-site backup server, so when a
disaster happens they will have a safe
copy for you!
Driggers said the new service been

very well received.
The Computer Store is located at 21st

and Gage in Seabrook Center. You can
reach them by phone at 785-267-3223,
or visit their website  online  at www.the-
computerstoreks.com.
The Computer Store is a member of

the Capital City Christian Chamber of
Commerce.

Get more for your money by shopping local

Porterfield's Flowers and Gifts, 3101
SW Huntoon Street, has been named
the National 2014 Retail Florist of the
Year by the Wholesale Florists and
Florist Suppliers Association of America
and Florists' Review Magazine. 
On Friday, June

13, they held a
reception to thank
their customers
amidst a store
filled with beauti-
ful blooms. Store
owner David
Porterfield and
representatives
from the publica-
tions were on

hand to visit with customers and answer
questions.
“It is a pleasure and an honor to serve

this community with beautiful floral
designs in times of celebration, congrat-
ulation and loss. We are proud of our

commitment to customer service and
quality, and believe that this distinct
honor is a reflection of a nearly 50 year
tradition of a business built on loyalty,
trust and friendship,” said Porterfield,
who took over the family business from
his parents, Brooke and Virginia
Porterfield, in 1981. The business has
operated in Topeka since 1965.
The magazine cited a freshness guar-

natee, same-day delivery and committ-
ment to customers as some of the rea-
sons for the award.
The full article can be viewed at florist-

sreview.com/issues/2014/06/#p=5. More
information about Porterfield's can be
found at Porterfieldsflowers on
Facebook or at porterfieldsflowers.com.

Porterfield’s Florist Named #1 Retail Florist Nationwide

David O. Jones, D.O. and his wife
Shelly have opened a new medical
practive in Topeka called Pro † Med
at 1125 SW Gage Blvd. in Fleming
Place. 
Dr. Jones has practiced in

Topeka for many years and decid-
ed to open his own office. He is
now accepting new patients and

can be reached at 783-3706
o r
promedtopeka@yahoo.com. 
Jones is a family physician

and also specializes in FAA
exams and preventive medi-
cine. For more information
visit the company website at
www.promedtopeka.com.

Family Physician Jones accepting new patients at new Fleming Place office



CONCERTS
OPEN AIR CONCERTS – Each Wed. 11am-1pm, thru
August. Downtown pop-up performances in a new loca-
tion each time. Go downtown & track down the tunes. 
GOSPEL EXPLOSION – June 27, 6pm, Pilgrim Missionary
Baptist church, 533 S.E. 33rd Terrace. Youth choirs will
furnish the music. Youths from the churches will speak.
BANDS FOR BREAKTHROUGH - June 28, 6pm, Heartland
Park Topeka, 7530 SW Topeka Blvd. A night of spectac-
ular local music supporting Breakthrough House and
featuring: Slow Ya Roll, Flashback, Ellie Smith & The
Commotion & Eleven After
FIRST FRIDAY OPEN AIR CONCERT – July 5, 8pm to
Midnight in the 100 Block of W. 8th Street (between
Kansas and Jackson). Featuring bluegrass with Fast
Food Junkies from McPherson.
SOUTHERN GOSPEL QUARTET THE PACESETTERS – July
11, 7pm. Family of God Church, 1231 NW Eugene St. For
info: 234-1111
JEFF HAMILTON JAZZ TRIO – July 16, Master class 4pm,
Concert 7:30pm. Washburn University. For info: 633-

7165 or 670-1521
THE LEFEVRE QUARTET – July 18, 7pm. Lakeview
Church of the Nazarene, 2835 SE Croco Rd. 266-3247
TELL THE WORLD Topeka: LECRAE AND MITCH LANG-
LEY IN CONCERT – July 27, Kansas Expocentre.
Christian rapper Lecrae and local favorite Mitch Langley
will perform in a free concert sponsored by AIM5 and
Northland Christian Church. Get tickets: www.ttwt.info.
SOUTHERN GOSPEL QUARTET THE ARMOURAIRES – July
27, 6pm. Family of God Church, 1231 NW Eugene St. For
info: 234-1111
THE OSMOND BROTHERS – July 31, 7pm. Prairie Band
Casino & Resort, 12305 150th Rd. Mayetta. Great Lakes
Ballroom. $30
TERRY & MELISSA WRIGHT – Aug. 8, 6pm, Covenant
Baptist, 5440 SW 37th..
CROSBY LANE – Aug. 30, 6pm. Cornerstone Community
Church, 7620 SW 21st. For info: 478-2929

SPECIAL CHURCH EVENTS
HARVESTER'S PROGRAM FOR SENIOR CITIZENS -

every second Saturday, takes place at Christian Lord
Ministries, 2421 SE California. Call 266-4979
FREEDOM FEST – June 27, 4-9pm, Oakland Church of
the Nazarene, 939 N.E. Oakland Ave. Free food, a water
slide, bouncehouse, Christian music, firetruck, tattoos.
CARNIVAL – June 28, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday,
Apostolic Church of Jesus Christ, 2420 SE Bellview.
Rides, games, prizes, a dunk tank and food.
SUNBEAMS AND YOUTHS OF THE CITY – June 28, 6pm,
Second Missionary Baptist Church, 424 N.W. Laurent
LIFEFEST – July 3 (Every first Thursday), 10am-
12:30pm, Covenant Baptist Church, 5440 SW 37th St.
Seniors ministering to seniors – celebrating with fellow-
ship, fun, food, learning & entertainment. Potluck lunch-
eon at noon. If transportation is needed, call 354-4994
or 478-1729. Featured: Independence Day testimonies.
FREE WEEKLY COMMUNITY PANCAKE BREAKFAST –
Sundays at 10am sharp, at Oakland Church of the
Nazarene: 900 block of NE Oakland, followed by church
services at 10:45am with Pastor John Menkveld - which
is in turn followed at noon by The Hope House FREE
Community Food & Clothing Banks.
AWESTRUCK II – WORSHIP DANCE CONCERT – July 15,
7pm, Northland Christian Church, 3102 NW Topeka Blvd.
New dances, with a fun mix of styles. An uplifting form
of exploring the Word and praising God! Admission is
free. Any donations will send dancers on Doxazo, a local
missions trip this Aug. 
SPAGHETTI DINNER – July 18, 5:30-7:30pm. Heartland
Worship Center Church of God, 1401 NW Harrison St. $5.
For info: 232-5503

SEMINARS & CONFERENCES
“GOD IS CALLING” SPIRITUAL GIFTS WORKSHOP –
June 28, 9:30-4:30, Forest Park Retreat Center, in the
Dining Hall, 3158 SE 10th St. in Topeka. Hosted by The
Great I AM Church as a way to help all Christians,
regardless of experience or denomination, to dissect the
Word of God, learn the truth behind the spiritual gifts,
and apply them. It is the point of this workshop to bring
a solid biblical teaching about spiritual gifts, including
what they are and how they work. This workshop will
also be opened up for questions and answers.
Registration is available at www.greatIAMChurch.com.
For more information call (785) 861-0422.

DOIN MORE WITH (A LOT) LESS ECU SUMMER SEMI-
NAR – July 10, 5:30-7:30pm. Educational Credit Union,
2808 SW Arrowhead. Tips on how to stretch your budg-
et. Meal included. Must pre-register at
educationalCU.org or 271-6900
CULTIVATING CONVERSATION – July 16-18, Prince of
Peace Lutheran Church, 3625 SW Wanamaker Rd. Free.
Register at parentpracticum.com or Kansas@classi-
calconversations.com
EXECUTE YOUR PLAN ECU SUMMER SEMINAR – July
17, 5:30-7:30pm. Educational Credit Union, 2808 SW
Arrowhead. Free business resources seminar for local
business owners. Meal included. Must pre-register at
educationalCU.org or 271-6900
MAXIMIZE PROFITS ECU SUMMER SEMINAR – July 31,
5:30-7:30pm. Educational Credit Union, 2808 SW
Arrowhead. Free business resources seminar for local
business owners. Meal included. Must pre-register at
educationalCU.org or 271-6900

FAMILY-FRIENDLY EVENTS
NOTO MARKET ON FIRST FRIDAYS – NOTO arts district.
Enjoy arts, antiques, fine crafts, aourse, KC, KS.
Benefitting KU Cancer Center & Cande
NOTO MARKET ON FIRST FRIDAYS – NOTO arts district.
Enjoy arts, antiques, fine crafts, and flea market items.
NOTE: July’s First Friday will be postponed to July 11 due
to Independence Day on the 4th.

CRUISE NIGHTS – 5-10pm, 1st Sat. at Spangles, Hwy
24 & Rochester Rd.; 2nd Sat. at Fairlawn Plaza; 3rd Sat.
at Advance Auto Parts, 3118 SW Topeka Blvd.; 4th Sat.
at The Pad, 1730 N. Topeka Blvd.; 5th Sat. at Spangles,
29th & Topeka Blvd.
FRIDAY FARMERS MARKET AT KNI – Every Friday
7:30am-12:30pm through Sept. 14. Kansas Neurological
Institute, 3107 SW 21st St. 
MONDAY FARMERS MARKET AT THE LIBRARY – Every
Monday starting July 8, Topeka Shawnee County Public
Library, 1515 SW 10th. 
CAPITAL MID-WEEK FARMER'S MARKET – Every Wed.,
7:30am-noon, 10th & Jackson (south side of
Statehouse.) Include locally grown on your shopping list.
For info: 296-8060.
DOWNTOWN TOPEKA FARMERS MARKET - Saturday's
through Nov. 2, 7:30am-noon, 12th and Harrison. The
open-air market is full of fresh fruits and vegetables,
herbs, arts & crafts, flower, home-baked goods & more. 
DALE EASTON’S THE DRUNKARD - June 27, 28; July 11
and 12, The Break Room Cabaret Theater, 911 South
Kansas Avenue. Doors open for dinner at 6:00 p.m., with
the curtain at 8:00 p.m. Tickets are $38 and include
dinner and the show. The special VIP Date Night Ticket
Package (tickets for 2, dinner, the show, champagne,
dessert, and fresh cut flowers) is $60 per person. Make
reservations through the box office at 785- 380-SHOW
(7469)

FREE LISTINGS! E-mail your events to: Voice@cox.net; mail to 
Metro Voice, P.O. 5724, Topeka, KS  66605; or fax to 785-235-3340

t h e e v e n t scalendar
The Area’s Most Complete guide to the Events and Concerts You Want to See!
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THE ART OF MURDER – June 27, 6:30-9pm. Old Prairie
Town at Ward Meade Park, 124 NW Fillmore. Topeka
Civic Theatre fundraiser will be followed by a VIP party.
In case of rain the event will be moved to the following
day. Food and beverages available. 
TAP THAT TOPEKA: A CAPTIAL BREW FESTIVAL - June
28, 10:30am-5pm, 8th & Jackson. sample some of
American’s finest year round and seasonal craft beer
and hard ciders.  Learn the art of brewing, and visit
with other craft beer enthusiasts. Tickets are limited.
For info: 234-4447
DISCOVER THE DINOSAURS – June 28-29. Over 40
moving and replica museum quality dinosaurs. Kansas
Expocentre Exhibition Hall. For info: 235-1986
37TH ANNUAL FIESTA MEXICANA 5K RUN/WALK – June
28, 8am. Oakland Community Center. $25 registration
fee includes shirt. For info:olg-parish.org
22ND KANSAS LADIES CHARITY CLASSIC SHOOT – June
28, 9am-11pm. Ravenwood Lodge. $60. For info: raven-
woodlodge.com, bevcorbet@gmail.com, 800-625-2454,
or 256-6444
COUPLES FUN SHOOT – Jun 29, 9am-11pm Ravenwood
Lodge. $70 per couple. For info: ravenwoodlodge.com,
bevcorbet@gmail.com, 800-625-2454, or 256-6444
FIREWORKS, CAR & MOTORCYCLE SHOW – July 4, Lake
Shawnee Tinman Circle. Car and motorcycle show from
8am-4pm. Pre0registration $10, onsite registration
$15. There will be other activities leading up to the fire-
works at 10pm. For info and registration: Ed 640-9915
SPIRIT OF KANSAS BLUES FESTIVAL – July 4. Lake
Shawnee. Free. Topekabluessociety.org
RIBBON CUTTING CEREMONY – July 10, 3:30-5pm.
Kansas Museum of History, 6425 SW 6th Ave. Opening
of the new Real People, Real Stories gallery. Free
admission from 3-8pm. For info: 272-8681
TOPEKA RESCUE MISSION WAREHOUSE SALE – July 10
& 11, 7am-3pm, 206 NW Norris St. All sales benefit the
programs of Topeka Rescue Mission.
SUNDOWN FILM FESTIVAL – July 11, 5-11pm. Kansas
Museum of History, 6425 SW 6th Ave. Bring blankets
and lawn chairs. The movie will be Apollo 13 and will
start at 9pm. If it rains the event will be moved inside.
Movie is free, popcorn, candy, and soda will be avail-
able. For info: 272-8681
FIESTA PARADE – July 12, 10:30am.
2014 KANSAS CONFERENCE ON POVERTY – July 16-18.
Capital Plaza Hotel Topeka. For info: jesyca@kacap.org
SHAWNEE COUNTY FAIR – July 19-20. Kan Expocentre.
4TH ANNUAL BLUES FOR A CAUSE FUNDRAISER – July
25, 6-11pm. Serendipity, 820 N Kansas Ave.  383-7084
WEST FEST – July 26, 10am-4pm. Kansas Museum of
History, 6425 SW 6th Ave. National day of the cowboy.
Adults $8, Seniors $7, Students $6. Children five and
under are free. Miniature ponies, cowboy obstacle
courses, roping, etc. For info: 272-8681
ANNUAL SUMMER SUNSET CONCERT – July 26, 6-9pm.
Old Prairie Town at Ward Meade Park, 124 NW Fillmore.
$3. Children under 10 free. Alcohol not permitted.
Please park in the 1st and Clay lot. For info: 368-2438
MUSEUM AFTER HOURS: A NIGHT OF COUNTRY – July
26, 7-9:30pm. Kansas Museum of History, 6425 SW 6th
Ave. $20 in advance, $25 at door. Entry includes one
drink ticket, snacks, dessert, and admission to the
museum. Tickets available at the online store, museum
store, capitol store, or call 272-8681
CRUISIN THE CAPITOL CAR SHOW & OUTDOOR MOVIE
– Aug. 9. Downtown. The movie: American Graffiti.
NATIONAL NIGHT OUT – Aug. 9

FAMILY-FRIENDLY DESTINATIONS
BROWN V. BOARD NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE – Daily,

9am–5pm, 1515 SE Monroe. Located in the former all-
black Monroe School. Free admission. For info: 354-
4273 or www.nps.gov/brvb/.
CEDAR CREST, official residence of the KS Governor ¬–
Mon., 1pm-3pm, with tours on the half hour, 1 SW
Cedar Crest Rd. Free adm. For info: 296-3636.
COMBAT AIR MUSEUM – Mon.-Sat., 9:30am-4:30pm;
Sun. noon–4:30pm, Hanger 602, Forbes Field. For info:
862-3303 or combatairmusem.org.
CURTIS HOUSE MUSEUM – Every Sat., 11am-3pm; by
appointment other times, 1101 SW Topeka Blvd. Former
mansion of Charles Curtis, 31st Vice President of the
US, and the only one of American Indian heritage.  Cost
$5. For info: 357-1371 or 597-5380.
CONSTITUTION HALL – Wed.-Sat., 9am-5pm; Sun., 1-
5pm, National Landmark, Kansas State Historic Site,
Civil War History: Famous Lecompton Constitution, 319
Elmore, Lecompton. For info: 887-6520 or
consthall@kshs.org; or kshs.org/constitution_hall.  
GREAT OVERLAND STATION – Railroad museum, educa-
tion center, veterans memorial and more. 701 N.
Kansas Avenue. Tue-Sat 10am-4pm; Sun 1-4pm.
Closed on Sundays in Jan. & Feb. Adm: $4 adults, $3
seniors,$2 children age 3-12. For info: 232-5533 or
greatoverlandstation.com.
HISTORIC RITCHIE HOUSE – Tour the oldest remaining
home in Topeka (built 1856-57). 1116 Madison.
Admission free. 10am-2pm; weaving demonstrations,
games, food & more.
HOLLEY MILITARY MUSEUM – Downtown Ramada Inn.
Featuring 5 galleries, named after world leaders.
Featuring World War II artifacts, Air Force One exhibit,
Kansas War Heroes, Space, Vietnam & more. Cost:
Free. 10am-8pm daily.
KANSAS NATIONAL GUARD MUSEUM – Forbes Field. For
hours & info: 862-1020. 
KANSAS MUSEUM OF HISTORY - 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Tuesday - Saturday, 1 - 5 p.m. Sunday. 6425 SW 6th
Avenue. 785-272-8681, kshs.org/museum
KANSAS STATE CAPITOL – Mon.-Fri., 8am–5pm, SW
10th & Jackson St. Tours provided. Dome Tours M-F
10:30am-4:15pm. Info: 296-3966 or kshs.org/capitol.
OLD PRAIRIE TOWN – 1st & Clay. Open Mon.-Sat.,
10am-4pm; Sun. 12-4pm. Daily guided tours: M-F
10am, 12 & 2pm; Sat. & Sun. 12 & 2pm. 368-2441.
ROEBKE HOUSE MUSEUM – 216 New York, Holton. For
info: 364-4991.
TERRITORIAL CAPITAL MUSEUM – Wed.-Sat., 11am-
4pm; Sun., 1-5pm, National Register Site, 3 floors of
Civil War and Victorian Artifacts, President
Eisenhower's parents’ marriage site: 640 E. Woodson
Ave., Lecompton. For info: 887-6148 or
lanemuseum@aol.com or lecomptonkansas.com.
TOPEKA/SHAWNEE COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY – 1515
SW 10th St. Mon.-Fri., 9am-9pm, Sat., 9am-6pm, Sun.,

12-9pm. For info: 580-4400.
TOPEKA ZOO – Gage Blvd. between 6th & 10th St. Zoo
hours 9am-5pm. Birthday Parties available -- choose
from two separate party packages; parties last two
hours. For info: 368-9180 or topekazoo.com.

FINE ART
FIRST FRIDAY ART WALK – 1st Friday of every month at
various Topeka galleries. Downtown businesses open
late. artsconnecttopeka.org.
"ART WALK AT THE T.V. UP/DOWN GALLERY!" – First
Friday of every month, TV Up Down Gallery, 909 ½ S.
Kansas Ave. "Art, Music, and More!" 
BEAUCHAMP’S ART GALLERY – 3113 SW Huntoon. For
info: Bob Swain, 233-0300 or beauchampsart@cox.net. 
THE ECLECTIVE ART SHOWROOM & STUDIOS – 900 N.
Kansas in the NOTO Arts District. 
MULVANE ART MUSEUM – at Washburn University. Free
admission, open to the public. For info: 670-1124.
SIGNS OF LIFE GALLERY – 722 Massachusetts St.,
Lawrence. 830-8030 or SignsofLifeGallery.com.
SOUTHWIND GALLERY – 3074 SW 29th Street, Topeka.
273-5994
THE UPSTAGE GALLERY – 720 SW Jackson (Historic
Jayhawk Theatre). Open for 1st Fri. Artwalk 5-8pm.
TOPEKA ART GUILD & GALLERY – Wed.-Sat., 11am-
5pm, Fairlawn Plaza. 273-7646 or topekaartguild.org.  

MEETINGS & CLASSES
C5Alive FREE “POWER” LUNCHEON – Jul 10, 11:30am-
1pm, at Salvation Army, 1320 SE 6th St.  The Capital
City Christian Chamber of Commerce Luncheon is FREE
this month! Our Sponsor, Salvation Army, has covered
the cost as we celebrate the Salvation Army staff and
what they do. Get more info about what they do in our
community! Tours of the facility will be available.
Attendees can also enter to win a Free Admission to the
Global Leadership Summit coming up in August - a $249
value! A special meal will be served by the Salvation
Army Chef and staff!• Cost: FREE for C5 members,
non-members and all guests! Bring a friend! Bring two!
Or more!  • Please RSVP so we know how much food is
needed!  Open to the public – Put POWER in your life
with great food, great speakers and great company!
Invite a friend to join you! RSVPs: info@C5Alive.org.
NEW CLASS: STEP UP – BUILDING THE SMART STEP-
FAMILY – Every Sun. starting July 13, 11am, Northland
Christian Church, Room 4, 3102 NW Topeka Blvd.
Focusing on the challenges facing step-families and
blended families. Contact: 249-3054 for info. 
INNOVATIVE NETWORKING GROUP OF TOPEKA - every
other Wed. 11:20am - 12:30pm. www.INGTopeka.com go
to Event page to see future meetings, locations and reg-
ister to attend. If you do not like a whole lot of rules and

costs, this group is for you! 
CAPITAL CITY NETWORKING GROUP - every Thur,
7:30am, Jayhawk Tower - www.ccng-online.com.
Membership cost $37.50 a quarter. 
TIBA NETWORKING GROUP - 2nd Tues, 11:30a.m.-1
p.m. MUST RSVP: Lunch is $10. www.topekatiba.org
I.N.G. WOMAN'S CHAPTER NETWORKING GROUP - every
2nd Sat., 11am. Bring your business cards, catalogs, a
guest and join in the fun! - No fees. INGTopeka.com 
BIBLE STUDY ON THE BOOK OF ESTHER - 6pm Sunday
evenings, Cornerstone Community Church, 7620 SW
21st. For info: 478-2929

DEAF WORSHIP SERVICE – 3rd Sun., 3pm, Faith
Lutheran Church, 17th & Gage. Also, every Sun. 9:30am
service is interpreted.
FAMILY EXPERIENCE (FX) – Every Sun., 6:01pm,
Fairlawn Church of Nazarene, 730 Fairlawn Rd. A time of
high intensity, action packed, skit mania, worship music
all centered around the word of God for 45 minutes. A
free family worship event. For info: Emily Moore, 272-
6322 or fxthelawn@gmail.com.
LADIES' SMALL GROUP – Every Sun., 6pm, Bethel
Baptist Church, 4011 N. Kansas Ave. Studying the book
of Esther, using the DVD series "It's Tough Being a
Woman" by Beth Moore. All welcome. Info: 286-0467.
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CHRISTIANS FOR LIFE – Next quarterly meeting is Apr.
14 at Heart of America Wall for the Unborn, 1216 SE
Republican. A pro-life educational ministry. 286-3432 
THE FORCE (Students Taking Action) – 1st Mon. & 3rd
Tue., 6:30-8pm, Safe Streets, 2209 SW 29th St. A group
that's committed to being alcohol & drug free. Associate
with like-minded peers, plan activities & get involved in
the community. Youth ages 12-18 are invited.266-4606.
HEARTLAND HEALTHY NEIGHBORHOODS – 2nd Mon.,
11:45am-1pm. Promoting neighborhood well-being by
mobilizing people, ideas & resources. 233-1365.
POINT MAN AND HOME FRONT OF SHAWNEE CO - 1st,
3rd & 5th Tues. of each month, 6-8pm, Topeka Bible
Church, 1101 SW Mulvane, Potluck dinner begins at 6:10
PM. A Bible study and support group for military & veter-
ans and their wives, moms and sisters. Contact David
or Jacque Ankenman at 249-8359 or 221-1739.
TOPEKA LINCOLN CLUB – 1st Tue. of month, 7pm,
Topeka Public Library. Discussing our greatest President,
Abraham Lincoln, and his times. The public is welcome.
For info, contact Kirk Nystrom 235-6977.
CONCERNED WOMEN FOR AMERICA (CWA) – 3rd Tue.,
10am-12noon, Northland Christian Church, 3102 NW
Topeka Blvd. 224-7126 or cwatopeka@giantcomm.net.
OUR LADY OF THE FAITHFUL – Every 1st Tues., 6:30pm
Mass followed by Dinner, Most Pure Heart of Mary
Catholic Church. A Catholic group for those in their 20-
30s. For info: Michelle Ann 580-3071 or ourladyofthe-
faithful@gmail.com. All events are also posted on
Facebook at "Ourladyof theFaithful." 
SUNRISE OPTIMIST CLUB – Every Tue., 6:30am, Sunrise
Optimist Complex, 720 NW 50th St. Info:  246-1291.
O.W.L.S. (Older Wise Loving Saints) - meets the second
Tuesday of the month. Location varies and can be found
at www.faithfamilylife.com
S.W.A.G. (Spiritual Warriors Anointed by God) youth
group - Wed at 7:00 p.m. 3710 NW Topeka Blvd.
AWANA – Every Wed., 6-8pm, First Southern Baptist
Church, 1912 SW Gage Blvd. Bible based program for

children & youth ages 3-HS. For info: 272-0443.
AWANA – Every Wed., 6:30pm, Bethel Baptist Church,
4011 N. Kansas Ave. Bible based program for children &
youth ages 3-HS. For info: 286-0467.
AWANA – Every Wed., 6:30-8pm, Auburn Christian
Church. Bible based program for children & youth ages
3-HS. For info: 256-2515.
MACHINE EMBROIDERY CLUB – 1st Wed.,
9am–2:30pm, Our Savior's Lutheran Church, 2021 SW
29th Street (south doors). To teach each other, enjoy fel-
lowship & complete projects. Call Anne 271-1567.
SAFE STREETS MEETING – 1st Wed., 11:45am, Golf Park
Blvd, 2 blocks west of Adams. Info: 266-4606.
STUDENT IMPACT – Every Wed., 6–8pm, First Southern
Baptist, 1912 SW Gage Blvd. Youth games, teaching,
worship, small groups. For info: 272-0443.
TGIW: “TEACHING GOD’S INFINITE WISDOM” MEN’S
STUDY – Every Wed., 6:15am, Backyard Burgers in
Lawrence. Affiliated with CharacterCounts.com. David
Scheib, 865-5258 or dvscheib@sunflower.com.
BIBLE STUDY - every Thur. 1pm-3pm in the Prayer Rm
at Faith Family Life Centre, 3710 NW Topeka Blvd.
CHRISTIAN CHALLENGE – Every Thurs. 7–9pm, First
Southern Baptist, 1912 SW Gage Blvd. Worship for col-
lege students.
LIFE FEST – 1st Thurs., 10am-12:30pm, Covenant
Baptist Church, 5440 SW 37th St. Celebrate Senior Life.
For info: 273-2811. 
OPERATION BACKPACK – 1st Thurs., 6pm, Lyman
Learning Center, Lyman and N. Kansas Ave. Volunteers
gather to assemble Weekend Snack Sacks for low-
income students. Sponsored by Topeka North Outreach.
For info: 286-1370. 
iMOM – 1st & 3rd Thurs., 9-11:30am, Topeka Bible
Church Fellowship Hall, 1135 SW College. For all moms,
helping them to be intentional! For info: 234-5545.
SINGLES BIBLE STUDY – 2nd & 4th Thurs., 7pm,
Heartland Worship Center Church of God, 1401 NW

Harrison. For info: 232-5503.
FULL GOSPEL BUSINESSMEN’S FELLOWSHIP – 3rd
Thurs., 6pm meal, 7pm meeting, Coyote Canyon,
Huntoon & Wanamaker. Kirk Nystrom, 235-6977.
BIBLES AND BOOTS: Chapter of Cowboys for Christ
Fellowship – 3rd Thurs., 7:30pm, Wamego. Call for loca-
tion. All welcome, no membership dues, livestock owner-
ship not required. Fellowship & fun! Doug Palmer, Pres.
410-9097, or Dave Boyd, V.P. 364-2779.
TOPEKA GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY – 4th Thurs., 7pm,
Topeka Shawnee County Public Library, 1515 SW 10th St.
No program in Nov. or Dec. Promotes & stimulates the
education, knowledge & interest of the membership &
the public in family history, genealogical records &
research. For info: 233-5762 or tgstopeka.org. 
AGLOW INTERNATIONAL TOPEKA – A Kingdom focused
ministry for men & women. Meeting once a month at the
Ramada Inn, 420 E 6th Street. Call 230-4441 or email
topekaaglow@hotmail for dates/times. 
KINGDOM ADVISORS TOPEKA AREA STUDY GROUP
MEETING – 3rd Thu., 11:30am, Northland Christian
Church, 3102 NW Topeka Blvd. Christian financial pro-
fessionals: Financial Planners, Accountants, Attorney’s &
Insurance Agents invited to attend. For info: kingdomad-
visors.org or Jim Hanna, james.c.hanna@ampf.com or
357-6278 x19.
TOPEKA (Downtown) OPTIMIST CLUB – Every Fri., noon,
Top of the Tower. Serving the youth of Topeka. Anyone
welcome. 272-1099 or fostern60@yahoo.com.
VIP LUNCHEON FOR SENIORS – Every Fri., Noon, North
Topeka Baptist Church, 123 NW Gordon. FREE lunch
with Christian fellowship, devotions & entertainment
provided by Topeka North Outreach. For Info: 286-1370.
A GOOD YARN CLUB – 2nd & 4th Sat., 9-11am,
Wanamaker Rd Baptist Church, 2700 SW Wanamaker.
Doing Good for Others: Knitting & Crocheting for Local
Charities, free yarn, needles, hooks & patterns. All are
welcome. Info: Debby, 215-4889, ddhenrikson@cox.net
BIBLE QUIZZING – 1st Sat. Learn God's Word & have
fun doing it with area Christian youth ages 9-19. New
teams forming now for this year's season of quizzing.
YFC/YEA style quizzing & rules. For info: 913-593-6427
or biblequizzer.org.
MONTHLY SCORE MEETING – 1st Sat., 8-9:30am,
Washburn Tech, 5724 SW Huntoon (enter east doors fac-
ing Huntoon). No RSVP or fee is required. Small business
owners are invited to a Breakfast Roundtable discussion
with members of SCORE (Service Corps of Retired
Executives).  For info: 234-3049.
FREE ENGLISH CLASSES – Every Sat. 9-10:30am,
Central Congregational Church, 1248 SW Buchannan.
For info: 235-2376. 
RUSSIAN HOUSE OF PRAYER – Every Sat., 4pm,
Williamstown Assembly of God, 1225 Oak St.,
Perry/Williamstown. For info: 597-5228.
SINGLES PLAY CARDS – 1st Sat., 6pm, St. Peter’s UMC,
NW 35th & Hwy 75; 3rd Sat., 6pm, Countryside UMC,
3221 SW Burlingame Rd. Christian singles 18 & over.
Bring a snack or 2-liter soda & join the fun. 
UPPER ROOM COMMUNITY – held at the Capitol
Building every second Saturday of the month at 10am.

SUPPORT GROUPS
MIDLAND CARE GRIEF SUPPORT Groups: Building A,
200 SW Frazier Circle
Every Mon., 4-5pm: 12 Week Adult Group for Recent
Loss
1st and 3rd Thu., 10:30am & 5:30pm—Ongoing Adult
Group
1st and 3rd Thu., 5:30pm: Ongoing Young Adult Group
(4-18 years of age)

For All Groups: Call for start dates and info packet.
Group and individual grief support available upon
request. For info: 785-232-2044 ext.341
ABORTION RECOVERY SUPPORT GROUPS – A 12-step
Restoring Joy recovery journey for women. Providing
services for women & men who suffer from Post-
Abortion Syndrome. For info: Kay Lyn, 272-6212.
AL-ANON FAMILY GROUPS – for friends & families of
alcoholics. For info: 785-409-3072 or topekaalanon.org
PURSUIT FOR SEXUAL PURITY – Men struggling with
pornography & sexual addiction.  This bible
study/accountability group uses the Pure Desire book by
Ted Roberts. For info: Hunter Ruch, Topeka Bible Church,
234-5545 or hruch@topekabiblechurch.org.
ALZHEIMER’S SUPPORT GROUPS – Monthly support
group meetings for caregivers of individuals with
Alzheimer’s disease or a related dementia. For info:
Alzheimer’s Association, Heart of America Chapter, 271-
1844 or email cindy.miller@alz.org.
"BETRAYED HEART" support group/Bible study – For
women whose husbands struggle with pornography
addictions or have had affairs. Videos & workbook will
give you hope for your marriage & emotional healing. For
info: Jane Goble, 478-9605.
BIKERS AGAINST CHILD ABUSE – NE Kansas Chapter
(B.A.C.A.) 3rd Sun., 4 pm American Legion, 3800 SE
Michigan. Open to the public. For info: 817-5801.
FRIENDS WITH M.S. – 3rd Mon., 6:30pm, Our Savior's
Lutheran Church, 2021 SW 29th St. (Enter East door). A
Multiple Sclerosis support group. Donna, 266-7383.
BOUNCE BACK SELF-HELP – 3rd Mon., 6:30pm, Our
Savior’s Lutheran Church, 2021 SW 29th St. For those
living with multiple sclerosis. For info: 273-0799.
INCARCERATED PERSONS & FAMILIES – 1st Mon.,
6:30–7:30pm, YMCA, 421 Van Buren. 286-2329.
THE COMPASSIONATE FRIENDS BEREAVED PARENTS
GROUP – Meets 4th Monday in Formation classroom at
Most Pure Heart of Mary, 17th & Stone. Discussion
starts at 7pm with fellowship & refreshments at 8:30.

For info: Susan 272-4895
OVERCOMERS OUTREACH – Every Mon., 7-8:30pm,
Wanamaker Woods Church, 3501 SW Wanamaker Rd. A
bridge between traditional church and traditional 12
step meetings. Contact info: Bill at 409-9111 or wwc-
novercomers@gmail.com.
GRIEF SUPPORT OPPORTUNITIES – Sponsored by
Heartland Hospice for those dealing with death or major
loss: 1st Mon., 5:30-7:30pm, Individual appointments;
other times are available. Call Terry Frizzell directly at
(785)230-6730.  3rd Thurs., 11am, Lunch After Loss,
Paisano’s Ristorante, Fleming Place, SW 10th & Gage
Blvd,. Dutch treat luncheon to meet new friends who
have sat where you are sitting. For reservations or info
call (785)271-6500.
OVEREATERS / UNDEREATERS ANONYMOUS:
MON., 7pm – Westminister Presbyterian, south door,
upstairs in Library; 233-6724.
WED., 7pm – St. Francis Hospital meeting room 6, 2nd
floor; 234-8020.
SAT. - 9am – St. Francis Hospital meeting room 8, 2nd
floor; 862-2326.
For info: 357-8774; sunflowerintergroup.oa.org.
CHRIST-CENTERED SUPPORT GROUP – “Strong Tower”
12 step recovery program – Tue., 7pm, 1331 SW
Harrison. Currently discussing the book “Living Free in
Christ.” For info: Tony, 620-366-1427.
NAMI TOPEKA – Every 2nd Tue., 6:45pm, lower level of
Valeo, 330 SW Oakley. If door is locked, call 608-1317 to
get in. The 1st hour is often a discussion of an important
topic or video. The 2nd hour is usually a support talk
time, with separate consumer & family groups. For info:
608-1317.
GRANDPARENT/RELATIVE CAREGIVER SUPPORT
GROUP – 3rd Tue., 6:30-8pm, 2nd floor meeting room,
St. Francis Hosp, 1700 SW 7th. Join for support, informa-
tion, etc. For info: Sharla, 286-2329; Jennie
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Hannah Belle is a true southern gal.
She grew up living a country life in Red
Lick, Mississippi.  Her father is a Baptist
minister and therefore she has grown up
in church.  She grew up with a love for
country music as well.  She has a musical
family as her dad played music, with her
sister, Robin, they write songs and her
mom is her biggest fan!  
The songs that Hannah writes and

sings have a strong family and Christian
message.  It is important for her to
encourage her listeners with positive,
God-filled songs.  If you listen to The
Country Parson & Lil Miss radio pro-
gram, you will have heard her debut single
called, “Preacher’s Daughter.” This song is

a country-rock driving tune about a girl
whose name has been drug through the
mud.  She’s been looked at to try to find
something wrong with her.  The truth is
every pastor’s kid has gone through this
type of scrutiny.  The song goes on to say,
“I’m not the rebel child they want me to
be.  They know I’ve been baptized in the
same water, I’m just the preacher’s daugh-
ter.”
Hannah is produced by Ernie Rowell

out of Nashville, TN.  He is a Christian
Country artist that used to release to radio
in the late ‘90s and early 2000s.  You will
still hear his music on The Country
Parson & Lil Miss every now and then.
Ernie is believes in the character and
sound of Hannah Belle.  

Hannah is a 2011 graduate of
Mississippi College with a degree in Mass
Communications.  I’m looking forward to
more great music from Hannah Belle.  If
you would like more information about
her, go to her website: www.hannah-
belle.com.  Go buy her music and tell her
that you heard about her on The Country
Parson’s Out in the Country!
Remember Jesus loves you just the way

that you are, but He loves you too much to
keep you that way!  Be Encouraged.
Scott Perkins, The Country Parson, can

be heard every Sunday from 6 a.m. to 10
a.m. on the Big 94.5 Country or online at
94country.com.
Be Encouraged,
Scott Perkins, The Country Parson

Out in the
COUNTRY

by Scott Perkins

How to Train Your Dragon 2
How could a team with names like

Hiccup (Baruchel) and Toothless
(Thorn) be anything but fun? Hiccup
has physically matured since we last saw
him in the first “How to Train a
Dragon”, but he still delights in flying
over the sea on the back of his trusty
dragon Toothless, exploring caves.
Hiccup’s dad Stoick (Butler), as his
name implies, worries that his son may
never acquire leadership skills required
to succeed him as the leader of their
Viking community. All of that changes
when Hiccup comes upon the mysteri-
ous Dragon Rider (Blanchett) and her
colony of baby dragons hidden away.
Who is she, saint or predator? The
answer, my friends, will only be revealed
to those who see “How to Train Your
Dragon 2”.

As you can see by the +4 rating, this
is entertainment for all ages from young
children to the oldest, grouchiest critics
looking for a reason to pan “How to
Train Your Dragon 2”. There is action
and excitement when villainous Vikings
attack, trying to capture dragons and

train them for war, but nothing scary.
After all, if your heart races a bit, you can
be sure you won’t doze off. The theme of
harmony, joy in what you have rather
than what you want, and acceptance of
responsibility is not forced on the kids,

but they will grasp the message.
DreamWorks has hit a homerun in

this delightful animated film.   Definitely
a treat instead of a treatment.

Preview Reviewer: Mary Draughon

Edge of Tomorrow
An officer who does military strategy

and publicity is recruited into a front line
battle against an alien life force (much like
those in the Aliens franchise) determined
to destroy all life on Earth. As the story
suddenly takes on a Twilight Zone-like
theme, he finds himself caught in a time
loop, repeating the same day over and
over. His skills increase as he faces the
same brutal combat scenarios, aided by a
Special Forces warrior who gets him clos-
er to defeating the enemy with each
attempt.

Lots of videogame action, some witty
humor, and a Groundhog Day-like repeti-
tion of events heighten this otherwise
bleakly-lit, rather excessive sci-fi thriller.
The language and the violence stay within
the PG-13 category.

DVD Alternatives: Forbidden
Planet. A space adventure derived from,
of all places, Shakespeare’s play, The
Tempest. A starship crew goes to investi-
gate a far off planet once populated by an
exploration colony that hasn’t been
heard from for twenty years. Now, only
two survivors remain and one, a Doctor
Morbious, has a deadly secret he can’t
control. Walter Pidgeon, Leslie Nielsen,
and Anne Francis star in this intelligent
sci-fi film about space explorers landing
on a planet ruled by one man and an evil
force. Dr. Morbius and his daughter
Altaira have somehow survived a
hideous monster that roams the planet.
Unknown to the rescue team, Morbius
has made a discovery, and has no inten-
tion of sharing it.

moviereview

HOW TO TRAIN YOUR DRAGON 2
STARS: Jay Baruchel, Randy Thorn,
Cate Blanchett, Gerard Butler,
America Ferrera.
RATED:  PG
WRITER: Todd Burpo and Chris
Parker 
DIRECTOR: Dean DeBlois

film411

EDGE OF TOMORROW
STARS: Tom Cruise, Emily Blunt, BIll
Paxton
RATED: PG-13
DIRECTOR: Doug Liman

film411

DRAGONS AND SCI-FI HIT THE BIG SCREEN
(English/Spanish) 231-0763.
THE GREATER TOPEKA MULTIPLE MYELOMA – 3rd Tue.,
7-8:30pm, Faith Lutheran Church, 17th St. & Gage
Blvd. Oen to Multiple Myeloma patients, their family
members & friends. Share support, information,&
friendship. For info: Donna, 903-918-9553.   
"HEALING AFTER THE SUICIDE OF A LOVED ONE"
("HEAL") – or Survivors of Suicide" (SOS). 1st & 3rd
Tue., 7-8:30pm, Pozez Education Center of Stormont Vail
Hospital, 1505 SW 8th St. Serving anyone who has lost
a loved one by suicide.
PRISON OUTREACH MINISTRY – Every Tue., 7-9pm,
Topeka Women’s Prison, 815 Rice Rd. Reaching out to
those who can’t come in, finding freedom behind bars,
inspiring inmates to seek salvation during a difficult
time. Providing support & guidance through the Holy
Spirit to offer strength. Director: Don Garner. 286-0489
or faithfamilylifeministries@gmail.com.
GAMBLERS ANONYMOUS – Every Wed, 7pm, St. Francis
Hospital, meeting room #8.
JAYHAWK AREA AGENCY ON AGING – 4th Wed., 1pm,
Rosehill Place Clubhouse. Monthly support group for
caregivers of seniors. For info: 235-1367 ext.30.
MOMS-IN-TOUCH PRAYER GROUP – Every Wed., 2:30-
3:30pm, Library at Cair Paravel-Latin School. Experience
God’s power through prayer as we lift our students,
teachers, staff, administrators & board up to the Lord.
For info: 357-0369.
DIVORCECARE PROGRAMS – locations and times:
TUE. – 7-8:30pm, Covenant Baptist Church, 5440 SW
37th St. Cost $15. Scholarships available. Also
DC4K(DivorceCare for Kids) and Single & Parenting
beginning May 13. For info: 273-2811
WED. – 6:30pm, Topeka Bible Church, 1101 SW
Mulvane. Cost: $15. Child care provided. For info: 379-
0505 or www.divorcecare.org.
WED. – 6:45 – 8:45pm, Walnut View Christian Church,
3634 SE 37th St.  (just East of 37th & Croco). Cost:
$10 registration (scholarships available). The video
seminar series featuring some of the nation’s foremost
experts on divorce and recovery topics, combined with
support group discussion of the materials.
Complimentary child care children up to the fifth grade.
Info: 266-7550 or walnutviewcc@att.net. Website:
divorcecare.org. Contact: Pastor Thornton
NAMI WASHBURN – 4th Thurs., 6-8pm, Spirit Building
Room, University United Methodist Church, 1621 SW
College Ave. NAMI is a student-run, student-led organi-
zation that provides mental health support, education,
& advocacy in the Washburn University setting. A sup-
port group is also available during this time.
PROSTATE CANCER SUPPORT GROUP – 1st Thurs.,
7pm, 2nd floor conf. room of the cancer unit at St
Francis Hospital. For info: 266-9533.
NICOTINE ANONYMOUS – Every Fri., 6:30pm, Town &
Country Christian Church Renaissance Room, 4925 SW
29th St., use west door cross red foot bridge. A fellow-
ship of men & women helping each other to live free of
nicotine. No fees. 402-321-486; Laboomaha@att.net.
CELEBRATE RECOVERY – Every Fri., 6pm, 1912 Gage
Blvd. A Christ centered program, based on 8 principles
found in Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount. Applying these
Biblical principles, become free from addictive & dys-
functional behaviors.  272-7980 or crtopeka.org.
COVENANT KEEPERS – 3rd Sat. Group for people who
want to see their marriage saved when their spouse
wants out.  For info: 816-453-0884 or 816-966-0927.
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m HearoF
Infant Adoption Program

An adoption agency you can trust.

    

me Hort tom Hea
Infant Adoption Program

An adoption agency you can trust.

Throughout KCSL’s 120 year history, 
adoption has been a core service. 

    

me

An adoption agency you can trust.

        877-581-5437 www.kcsl.org

adoption has been a core service. 
         Let us help fulfill your dream 

            of having a child. 

    www.kcsl.org

Northern Ireland's Bluetree  has
recently signed on with Integrity Music.
The band, formed by members of local
churches in the surrounding Belfast
area, has a new album Worship &
Justice coming out soon. Known for
their activity in social justice around the
world, Bluetree has had a hand in help-
ing ministries end human trafficking. 
“Our response to worship is mission

and justice,” lead singer Aaron Boyd
says, “we speak for those who cannot
speak for themselves and bring injus-
tice from the darkness into the light.”
Hamilton mentions his passion for

human justice stems largely from his
being a parent of two young daughters,
one of whom also has cystic fibrosis.
For more information on Bluetree,
their ministry, and their music, please
visit www.Bluetreeworship.com.
As of June, Gotee Records celebrated

its twentieth year offering great
Christian music to the world. Founded
by Grammy-winner TobyMac, as well
as producers Joey Elwood and Todd

Collings, the label is celebrating two
decades of music with the release of a
special compilation album. Gotee
Records: Twenty Years Brand New is
available on iTunes and Amazon, but
also offers a limited edition physical
CD at their website, Gotee.com/store.
The album features new songs from
the label’s current lineup, along with
former artists signed with the label,
including Jamie Grace, Out of Eden,
Capital Kings and quite a few more. 
TobyMac has described the twentyl-

year plus experience as “indescribable.”
"Walking alongside artistry at Gotee

Records has always been one of my

most cherished and fulfilling roles."
Likewise, Gotee Records recently

announced the RIAA Gold certifica-
tion of two singles surpassing the
500,000 thresholds with downloads
and on-demand streams. Jamie Grace's
"Hold Me" (featuring TobyMac) places
Grace as one of only a handful of
female Christian artists to receive this
honor; and Grits' "Ooh Ahh" (also fea-
turing TobyMac) celebrates being the
only Christian hip-hop/rap artist to
earn Gold single certification.

Another multi-Grammy Award
winner is doing something new, also!
Amy Grant announced she will be
releasing her first career remix album,
In Motion: The Remixes, on August 19.
Featuring new versions of many of
Grant’s biggest hits, including "Baby
Baby," "Every Heartbeat," and "That's
What Love Is For," Amy has teamed up
with many well-known DJs and pro
When fans pre-order the album on

July 22, they will instantly receive the
song "Baby, Baby," remixed by GRAM-
MY-nominated producer, DJ Dave
Audé. 
"Remixing 'Baby, Baby' has definite-

ly been one of the highlights of my
career," Audé said. "I loved this song
when it was released in 1991, and I still
love hearing it today." 
Billboard recently premiered the

new version on its site at www.bill-
board.com and Grant, herself,
announced the new project on her
YouTube page.
"I am humbled and honored that

these amazingly talented producers
have leant their gifts to my songs. They
have given me reason to want to get up

and dance again!" Grant said.
To hear Grant personally announce

the project, visit her YouTube page.
Audio Adrenaline and Kevin Max

recently announced their amicable
parting, after Max fronted the band for
the last two years. All shared a deep
respect for each other, but said Max
and the band were going in separate
directions, artistically. Kevin Max  has a
new album coming soon, entitled
Broken Temples, while Audio
Adrenaline has announced they will
continue to work with the Hands and
Feet Ministry.
Don’t forget to check out the many

concerts that are advertising this
month including the Kansas City
Royals and Matthew West who will
appear at Faith and Family Night at the
K on July 26.

New labels, new journeys for many

It has nineteen thousand reviews on
Amazon, with an average rating of five
stars. I try to keep up with what’s new and
notable in publishing but even with nine-
teen thousand reviews I had no intention
of reading this novel until both my son and
daughter (separately) asked if they could
buy it. After all, they said, all their friends
are reading it. It’s called The Fault in Our

Stars and the movie adaptation has teen
girls across America crying.
(I am assigning this review a full-out

spoiler alert; you have been warned.) The
Fault in Our Stars centers around two
teenaged characters who are brought
together in a common battle against can-
cer. Hazel, who narrates the book, is sixteen
and has lungs so badly damaged by cancer
that she must always be connected to a
source of oxygen. Though drugs are cur-

rently controlling her illness, she knows
that she has only years, not decades, to live.
One day she attends a church-based cancer
support group where she meets Augustus
who is seventeen and recovering from
osteosarcoma.
Hazel and Augustus immediately hit it

off and begin a romance centered
around Hazel’s favorite book:
An Imperial Affliction
by the fictional
author Peter Van
Houten. This
book so closely
describes her life and
condition that she
views it as her Bible, the
book that best describes
reality as she experiences
it. Because Van Houten
deliberately left the book
unfinished, her dream is to go
to Holland to meet him and to
find closure by finding out what
happened to the characters.

As she and Augustus date, we
find out that Augustus has an out-
standing Wish (granted by a Make-a-Wish
foundation) and he uses his wish to take
Hazel to Amsterdam to meet the elusive
Van Houten. They do meet him and find
that he is an angry, raving alcoholic and

What’s the fault in ‘Fault in Our Stars?’ that they will get no answers from him.
They deal with their disappointment by
going to a hotel and taking one another’s
virginity.

No sooner do they return to America
then Augustus finds that his cancer has
returned worse than ever. Hazel stays by
his side, their love growing all the while,
until he dies.

The story isn’t exactly morbid, but
it also doesn’t qualify as feel-good lit-
erature. I suppose most people
probably cry at the end. But as I
read The Fault in Our Stars, I
found it very difficult to under-
stand why so many young
people are raving about it. I
read Twilight and immedi-
ately understood why
young women had
responded to it so
strongly; I read The
Hunger Games and
i mm e d i a t e l y
understood why
both young men

and young women
enjoyed it. But The Fault in Our

Stars? What sets it apart from the bil-
lion-and-one other teenage romance dra-
mas? It is much less clear to me.
But I do have a theory. As far as I can

see, Green has not written teens as they
are, but as they’d like to be perceived. I
remember that when I was a teenager I

wanted to be taken seriously and believed
that big words and deep thoughts would
give me a kind of legitimacy I otherwise
lacked. And this is what Green does: he
creates characters that talk like, well, mid-
dle-aged men—characters who have the
philosophical background, verbal expres-
sion, and vocabulary of people much
older than them. The way the main char-
acters express themselves sounds suspi-
ciously like the way a middle-aged man
would express himself, and especially so if
he was trying to impress everyone else
with his deep thoughts and extensive lexi-
con. I love how this reviewer says it: “The
problem is that indicating that your char-
acters are intelligent by giving them all the
voice of a 30-year-old Yale English Lit
major who is trying to impress a date is
not great writing. It is (brace yourselves)
mediocre writing that tramples and
ignores and substitutes any genuine char-
acter voices with your own.” Indeed. And
therefore we find Hazel saying things like
this:

“How did scrambled eggs get stuck
with breakfast exclusivity? You can put
bacon on a sandwich without anyone
freaking out. But the moment your sand-
wich has an egg, boom, it’s a breakfast
sandwich. … I want to have scrambled
eggs for dinner without this ridiculous
construction that a scrambled egg-inclu-
sive meal is breakfast even when it occurs
at dinnertime.”
Of course she also speaks about weight-

ier subjects than scrambled eggs, but typi-
cally in a similar voice and with similar
language.
So my theory is that the real attraction

is that the characters think big thoughts.
They think big thoughts and use big words
and big concepts to express them. Green
takes his teenaged characters seriously
instead of making them hopelessly shal-
low and obsessed with trite issues. These
aren’t characters from an Archiecomic
who care only about who dates whom and
whose car is the nicest. These are charac-
ters wrestling with the big issues of life and
death and who are capable of waxing elo-
quent about them. In fact, in this book the
teens are complex and the parents are shal-
low. In that way its subtly rebellious, an
upside down world where the kids get it

by Tim Challies

musicscene

D.C.
Jeanes
Metro Voice
Music Critic
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Local coalition of healthcare providers aims to reduce hospital readmissions
One year ago, Brewster Place

joined with area hospitals, universi-
ties and local health care providers to
form the Capital Care Transitions
Coalition (www.capitalcaretransi-
tions.org), a partnership devoted to
improving the transition from hospi-
tal to home and reducing unneces-
sary hospital readmissions. CCTC is
a community-based care transitions
program created by the Affordable
Care Act. Launched in August 2013,
the two-year program is the first of
its kind in Kansas.
The process starts when qualifying

patients are identified by St. Francis
Health Center and Stormont-Vail.
Brewster Place then provides 30 days
of at-home care, working directly
with patients to identify the self-
management skills needed to stay

healthy.
“We don’t try to come in and

change things,” says Eileen
McGivern, director of the project and
Brewster’s home services program.

“We meet the patient right where
they are. Whatever systems they have
in place, we just build on whatever
they’re doing and whatever is work-
ing for them,” she says.
“We really want to improve the

health care system," says Brewster
President and CEO David Beck. "If it
works for the individual and the sys-
tem, it’s a win for everyone.”
According to McGivern, the tran-

sitions program works on an
empowerment model that helps
older adults identify and then reach
their goals. Brewster Place has
trained eight transition coaches with
diverse backgrounds to use open-
ended questions and other strategies
to help patients uncover for them-
selves the best ways to carry out their
care.
This model is an example of

Brewster’s dedication to person-
directed care.
“Person-centered care is some-

thing we’ve been working on for
many years,” Beck says. “It’s all about
what they want, their individual pref-

How can caregivers deal with the
guilt of moving a parent to assisted liv-
ing?
Guilt is a feeling that many care-

givers experience when they move an
elderly parent into an assisted living
facility. Don't let guilt get the best of
you! Always keep in mind that the
move was the best option for your par-
ent. You can still be a caregiver even
when your parent moves. For example,
you can make sure their apartment has
personal touches. You can be a liaison
between the assisted living staff and
your parent. You still make sure that
your parent's needs are being met.
Remember that you are doing your
best to make sure that your parent is
receiving the best care possible.
What can mom or dad bring with

them to assisted living?
Your parent can bring any of their

personal items that can fit in the apart-
ment. Your parents can bring furni-
ture, too.
Can a senior be denied by an assist-

ed living community?
It is possible. Once the facility assess-

es your parent's health, they will decide
if he or she is a good candidate. If your
parent needs more care than assisted
living provides, they will most likely
refer him or her to skilled nursing, also
known as a nursing home. Also, you or
your parent need to be able to pay for
the cost of assisted living. If you or your
parent cannot afford the costs, then the
elder can be denied.
Many assisted living communities

have waiting lists, so, although your
parent may not have been denied, it
may be awhile before they can actually
move into the community.

How do I know they're getting good
care at assisted living?
Find a good assisted living commu-

nity and make yourself a regular pres-
ence in the facility and develop rela-
tionships with the staff, if possible. Ask
questions. Monitor your elderly loved
one's behavior, what they say, and pay
special attention if you notice any
bruises or cuts on his or her body. By
asking questions and maintaining
communication with staff, it is easier to
keep tabs on the care your parent is
receiving. If you suspect elder abuse or
neglect, talk to a supervisor or contact
an ombudsman.
What happens when mom's

Alzheimer's worsens? Will she have to
move? 

Usually people who are in the early
stages of Alzheimer's and dementia
can stay in assisted living. Again,
Alzheimer's and dementia care is han-
dled on a case-by-case basis. Many
assisted living facilities offer a secure
unit for residents with limited memo-
ries. If you do not want your parent in
a memory unit, you can always hire a
private duty nurse. Private duty nurses
allow seniors with dementia or
Alzheimer's to stay in their current
apartment, rather than in a secure unit.
Check with your parent's facility to
learn its policy. Finally, when seniors
can no longer function without 24
hour assistance, the move to a nursing
home may be required.
Source: AgingCare.com

Assisted Living: More Questions and Answers

erences, not
our precon-
c e i v e d
notions.”
B r e w s t e r

Place leaders
view the
Capital Care
Trans i t ions
Coalition as an
opportunity to
reach more of
the community with the organiza-
tion’s Brewster at Home program,
the membership program for older
adults who want to remain in their
own homes and communities.
Brewster at Home offers a package
of services customized to each indi-
vidual’s need.  Services are available
through a vast network of providers
and technology-based health moni-
toring systems. Technological tools
like medication reminders and
automatic personal emergency-
response systems connect family
members and ease isolation.
Benefits also include wellness activ-

ities, transportation and social
opportunities.
Brewster Place was selected to lead

the Capital Care Transitions Coalition
by the Kansas Foundation for Medical
Care (KFMC), which facilitated the
formation of the coalition and assist-
ed with program development. The
CCTC includes St. Francis Health
Center, Stormont-Vail HealthCare,
Washburn University School of
Nursing, JAAA, Northeast Kansas
AAA, Shawnee County Health
Department, Topeka Visiting Nurses
Association, and Holton Community
Hospital.

The first Senior Moment
xxxxxxxxxx Oh, no! Was

that TODAY?

(L-R) Eileen McGivern, David Beck, and
Dee Moore, Lead Transitions Coach.
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Sleep provides health benefits on
many different levels. These benefits
include energy  balance, increased
intellectual function and alertness,
elevated mood and many cellular and
molecular benefits. Sleep affects
almost every tissue in our bodies
including growth and stress hor-
mones, immune system, appetite, and
cardiovascular systems.
Research shows that lack of sleep

increases the risk for obesity, heart dis-
ease and infections. During sleep,
heart rate, breathing and blood pres-
sure rise and fall. This process has
been shown to be important to over-
all cardiovascular health. The body
releases special hormones during
sleep that repair cells and control the
body’s use of energy. The release of
these hormones are also related to
weight control. Research has shown
that lack of sleep can produce a dia-
betic-type condition that alters the
ability to synthesize glucose.
Hormones that regulate our mood are
also recalibrated during sleep.
A good night’s sleep consists of four

to five sleep cycles. Each cycle includes
periods of deep sleep and rapid eye
movement (REM). REM is when we
dream. These cycles of REM and deep
sleep are critical to health. Disruptions
to these sleep cycles can have serious
ramifications. Sleep needs vary from
person to person. On average, adults
need seven to eight hours of sleep per
night, babies need almost 16 hours,
young children 10 hours and

teenagers require at least nine hours.
Studies show that seniors don’t
require more or less sleep than mid-
dle-aged adults. 
As people age, they may not get

enough sleep because of illness, med-
ications or sleep disorders. Two com-
mon disorders are insomnia and sleep
apnea. While sleep apnea is a more
common sleep disorder, alterations in
heart rhythm such as bradycardia can
often exhibit as a sleep disorder.   All
people experience some degree of
insomnia — the inability to fall asleep
and stay asleep — during their life-
time. If insomnia is an ongoing issue,
speak to your doctor. Often sleep
studies are performed by sleep special-
ists to determine what quality of sleep
you are experiencing and what can be
done to remedy poor sleep.      
Lack of quality sleep can inhibit

cognition and alertness. Memory is
also diminished by chronic sleep defi-
ciencies. During sleep your brain is
busy processing information from the
day and forming memories. Our
brains process three different types of
memories: episodic (based on past
events in your life), procedural (how

to do something) and fact based
(what are the state capitals?).  
Without adequate sleep, your brain

has a harder time absorbing and
recalling new information. Studies
involving memory tests show that
after a single night of sleep, even a nap,
people perform better. Good, restful
sleep sharpens the mind, speeds up
our physical reflexes, motor skills,
judgment and mood! Try to practice
quality sleep practices such as:
• Retiring and rising at the same

time each night and day
• Sleeping in a cool, quiet environ-

ment
• Limiting the use of electronics

before bed
•Avoiding caffeine and most cer-

tainly(!) nicotine before sleep
• Try a warm bath, herbal tea and

reading before you plan to sleep. 
Another great word of advice is not

to make important, life changing deci-
sions in the evening. Things of that
nature can wait until the morning
after a full night of sleep. 
Eileen McGivern, BSN, RN, is

Director of Strategic Community
Initiatives at Brewster Place.

Tips for getting the best night’s sleepsenior news briefs
LIFEFEST – July 3 (Every first Thursday), 10am-12:30pm, Covenant Baptist

Church, 5440 SW 37th St. Seniors ministering to seniors – celebrating with fel-
lowship, fun, food, learning & entertainment. Potluck luncheon at noon. If
transportation is needed, call 354-4994 or 478-1729. Featured: Independence
Day testimonies.

EARLY RISERS BREAKFAST & EXERCISE - July 8, 8am, Legend at Capital
Ridge, 1931 Arvonia Pl. Join Heather Brewer from Rebound Physical Therapy
for a discussion about exercise and healthy meal choices to keep you energized.
RSVP to 272-9400.

HARVESTER'S PROGRAM FOR SENIOR CITIZENS - every second
Saturday, takes place at Christian Lord Ministries, 2421 SE California. Call 266-
4979.

VIP LUNCHEON FOR SENIORS – Every Fri., Noon, North Topeka Baptist
Church, 123 NW Gordon. FREE lunch with Christian fellowship, devotions &
entertainment provided by Topeka North Outreach. For Info: 286-1370.

A GOOD YARN CLUB – 2nd & 4th Sat., 9-11am, Wanamaker Rd Baptist
Church, 2700 SW Wanamaker.  Doing Good for Others: Knitting & Crocheting
for Local Charities, free yarn, needles, hooks & patterns. All are welcome. For
info: Debby, 215-4889 or ddhenrikson@cox.net

GRANDPARENT/RELATIVE CAREGIVER SUPPORT GROUP – 3rd Tue.,
6:30-8pm, 2nd floor meeting room, St. Francis Hosp, 1700 SW 7th. Join for
support, information, etc. For info: Sharla, 286-2329; Jennie (English/Spanish)
231-0763

by Eileen McGivern

Sheltered Living has opened a new
facility at 3401 SW Harrison to com-
bine its offices and day service pro-
grams into one location.
“I don’t think we realized how diffi-

cult it was to have operations spread
out over several locations,” said
Shannon Warta, special events and
marketing manager.
The new location is more accessible

for people with disabilities, and has
showers, a laundry, a storm shelter
and a larger kitchen for cooking class-
es. There are also rooms for arts and
crafts and a computer lab.
They are now able to provide serv-

ices for up to 40 people, Warta said.
The day programs offer social and

educational components for adults
with intellectual disabilities who aren’t
able to work, and includes volunteer

opportunities for participants.
Sheltered Living also runs five group

homes for people who can live more
independently.

Sheltered Living opens new day service facility

           

Call (785) 478-9440 or visit aldersgatevillage.org!
7220 SW Asbury Drive | Topeka, KS 66614

Independent Living
Assisted LIving
Memory Care
Skilled Nursing Care

Rehabilitation Services
Sub-acute Program
Transportation
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The US Patent and Trademark Office
recently voted to cancel the federal trade-
mark of the Washington Redskins citing
that the name is offensive to Native
Americans. Does this mean that the
Redskins can no longer use their name? No.
All it means right now is that the Redskins
and the NFL stand to lose millions of dol-
lars if the decision is upheld. 
If you remember, the USPTO did this

exact thing back in 1999. The Redskins
appealed then and won and they are
appealing now. The appeal could take sev-
eral years so don’t expect a change anytime
soon unless team owner Daniel Snyder vol-
untarily changes it and that seems highly
unlikely. 
So that is the end question, isn’t it? Will

Snyder change the name on his own? I don’t
think he will, but I think that he should. I’m
not saying that to be politically correct. I’m
saying it because the name is disparaging
against Native Americans. We wouldn’t
name a team the Boston Blackskins or the
Tijuana Bordercrossers. Those names
would enrage the public and cause riots in
the streets. Well, maybe not, but you get my
drift. 
Of course, with the whole Donald

Sterling and the Los Angeles Clippers situa-
tion rearing its’ ugly head, you knew that the
Redskin name controversy would gain
momentum. My question is this: if the
NBA can force Sterling to sell his team, why
can’t the NFL force Snyder to change the
name of his? Just something to think about.
Someone else who has something to

think about is LeBron James. His agent
informed the Miami Heat that he would

opt out of his contract and become a free
agent on July 1st.  That’s interesting consid-
ering he still has two years remaining at
about 47 million dollars. It will be interest-
ing to see if Dwayne Wade and Chris Bosh
opt out as well.
Remember, just because they opt out

does not mean that they will leave. I don’t
expect Wade to leave the Heat. He has been
with them his entire career and I think he
will stay with them. I also expect Bosh to
stay in Miami. James is a bit different. With
Carmelo Anthony opting out of his con-
tract with the New York Knicks, speculation
is that he and James will become a package
deal. If that’s the case, where would they go?
There are several options for them. First,

don’t overlook a James return to Cleveland.
Remember, he is from Akron and the Cavs
have the first pick in the draft. James,
Anthony, Kyrie Irving and the top pick
(Andrew Wiggins?), could be fun to watch.
Then there’s the Los Angeles Lakers who

have plenty of room to take on a couple of
large salaries. Throw in Kobe Bryant and a
lottery pick and that could spell trouble for
the rest of the Western Conference. And of
course, he could return to Miami and take
Anthony with him. The Big Three would
have to restructure their deals to free up
enough cap space, but I could see them
doing it. They’ve done it before. 
Wherever he (they) decide to go, the bal-

ance of power will shift. I noticed that after
the news came out that he was opting out,
Vegas withdrew ALL of their NBA odds on
next year’s championship. Don’t expect
new ones until he (they) signs with some-
one.

More important than living in KANSAS is
where you will live forever. Just as you would
look at a map of KANSAS to find your way, so
you must look at the Bible to find your way to
heaven.  The Bible says, “Narrow is the way,
which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find
it.” (Matt. 7:14). Jesus said, “I am the way, the
truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the
Father, but by me.” (Jn. 14:6). Jesus is the only
way to Heaven and He gave these directions on
getting there.
1.  Realize you are a sinner.  Everyone starts

the same place spiritually. “For all have sinned
and come short of the glory of god.” (Rom. 3:23).
Sin’s penalty keeps you out of Heaven and con-
demns you to Hell, separating you from God.
Romans 6:23 says, “The wages of sin is death.”
Sin brings both physical & spiritual death. “And
death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This
is the second death.” (Rev. 20:14).
2.  Realize Jesus paid the penalty.  Jesus

Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection provided
a way for you to go to heaven and restore your
relationship with God. “But God commendeth
his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sin-
ners, Christ died for us.” (Rom. 5:8). Since
Jesus, God’s Son, was the only One who could
pay for our sin, He is the only Way to Heaven.
3. Repent of your sin and receive Jesus as

your Savior. In order to go to Heaven from
KANSAS, or anywhere else, you must accept
Christ by calling on Him in prayer.  He tells us in
Romans 10:13, “For whosoever shall call upon
the name of the Lord shall be saved.” Use the
following prayer, or one similar to it, to receive
Him now:
Dear Lord Jesus, I know I am a sinner. I

believe that you died and rose again for me.
Please forgive me of my sin, become Lord of my
life, and take me to heaven when I die. I am
trusting you completely, and in nothing I can do.
Thank you Jesus! Amen.

RIO DE JANEIRO — There were no
flashbulbs or television cameras, only team-
mates — mostly children half his size and
barefoot — who celebrated and mobbed
Dane Van Ryckeghem after he assisted in a
goal during the game. The frenzy of World
Cup soccer had nothing on the jubilant
Brazilian neighborhood kids playing with
visitors from the United States on a soggy
field on the outskirts of Rio de Janeiro.
Van Ryckeghem, a student at the

University of Alabama in Tuscaloosa, trav-
eled to Brazil with a team of 12 other stu-
dent volunteers with a mission of sharing
the love of Christ against the backdrop of
the largest sporting event in the world —
the 2014 FIFA World Cup.
“I really wanted to spend my summer

doing more than just working at a job and
then going back to school,” Van Ryckeghem
said. “I wanted to do something that made a
difference, and I wanted to see the world.”

Students share Christ amid Brazil World Cup frenzy
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“My first act as a pro was about three
days after graduating from college. I had a
Monday qualifier in Ohio for a web.com
event. I was flying up there the day before,
and I missed my first flight,” he said.
His family had been receiving govern-

ment assistance to make ends meet, his
personal account was in the red by $500,
and now he had to shell out another $600
to buy another plane ticket.
“That’s not a good way to start. That’s a

bogey,” Cink said.
He did not make the cut, but a couple of

weeks later he played a PGA tournament in
Hartford.
He finished 18th and was on his way to

a tournament in Philadelphia when he and
his wife scanned a newspaper at a Waffle
House, and learned that the win earned

him $15,000.
“It felt like $15 million, maybe more,” he

said. “All the golfers that play the Masters,
and all the ones that don’t play the Masters,
have a story like that. Everybody in this
room has a story.”
Johnson said he believes golf is the path

God chose for him, because it gives him the
opportunity each day to glorify him.
“It’s an emotional game, but if you have

the perspective that you’re playing a game,
that’s a pretty good thing. The way I want
to live, the way I want to be perceived, is a
Christian man who happens to play golf,”
he said.
Cink agreed. He said his faith keeps him

grounded during golf’s high points and
keeps him going through its lows. It also
keeps the game in perspective.
His said his singular goal each day is to

glorify God, whether he plays well or
whether he plays poorly.
“People are obviously looking at you

when you make an eagle, (when) you’re on
TV, when you’re in the Top 10, when you
win the Masters. They’re looking at you.
But what about when you’re in 50th place,
or you’re packing your stuff on Friday?
They’re still looking at you, but it’s then that
they see who you really are. I believe that
glorifies God, too. Both ways,” he said.

Peewee Junior Golf Camp and Junior Intro to Golf at Cypress Ridge – call for
info 291-2670

Fiesta Mexicana Golf Tournament – July 12, 8 am shotgun at Cypress Ridge.
$65 each. Call Jonathon at 845-2013.

Kiwanis Golf Tourney – July 12, Lake Shawnee GC, 8am shotgun, $75 ea, 4-
man scramble. 267-2295

3rd Annual Natalie Gibson Memorial Golf Tourney – July 19, Prairie View CC,
$50 each includes cart, steak, prizes & payout. Shotgun start at 9am, 4-man
scramble. 478-9733

Women’s Invitational – August 1, 9am at Western Hills. 2-person scramble, 18
holes. $50 each includes lunch. Call Noni at 231-9915 or Sue at
sueb2458@gmail.com.

RiteCare Charity Golf Tournament, Aug. 8, Shawnee Golf Club, 12:30 shotgun.
Benefits Schiefelbusch Children’s Speech Clinic in Topeka. Two-person
Scramble, $75 per person, cash prizes. 266-3191

Mater Dei Irish Fest Half-Way to St. Patty’s Day Golf Tournament – Sept. 13,
Lake Shawnee. For details call 232-7744 or email materdeiirishfest@gmail.com

Shawnee Co. Parks & Rec. Foundation 3rd Annual Golf Tournament – Oct. 3,
9am, Lake Shawnee. 8 am registration. $260/team; $300 after 9/3. Includes
range balls & lunch. Register online at www.lakeshawneegolf.com or call 267-
2295.

Firekeeper Golf Academy will run a series of junior clinics for juniors aged 7-16.
Each clinic will consist of two dates and will cost $50 for each session.  The dates
are as follows: July 9-10th 5:00-6:30pm; July 30th-31st 5:00-6:30; August 12th-
13th 5:00-6:30; Call the Pro Shop at 785-966-2100.

and the parents do not. Green writes as an
adult who is down on adults—as an adult
who gives young people what they want to
hear.
In the end I would hesitate to recom-

mend The Fault in Our Stars to its intend-
ed audience of teens and young adults.
Green does offer a lot of interesting
insights into morality and mortality and
there are some pretty good lines mixed in.
“Grief does not change you, Hazel. It
reveals you.” “Some tourists think
Amsterdam is a city of sin, but in truth it is
a city of freedom. And in freedom, most
people find sin.” He also ably contrasts
Hazel, who is content to die unknown and
unnoticed, with Augustus who feels that
life is only meaningful if he achieves dis-
tinction and notoriety.
And yet it’s not all good. There is a con-

siderable amount of profanity and sexual
innuendo, and a surprising number of
blends of “god” and “damn.” There is a
considerable amount of complaining
about authority, defying authority and, of
greater concern, belittling it. That extends
to the Bible’s authority. At one time Green
had apparently intended to be a minister
and vestiges of a Christian worldview can
be found in the book, but only vestiges.
Mostly he teaches—well, I don’t know
what he teaches. It’s not nihilism, but nei-
ther is it Christian hope and optimism. In
a novel about illness and death, he makes
suffering meaningless and eternity dubi-
ous. Of equal concern is the minor plot
line that brings the sixteen and seventeen
year-old together in bed. Though it is not
particularly alluring or explicit, the moral
is that it is far better to find a soulmate and

have sex with him or her than die a virgin.
Would I allow my children to read The

Fault in Our Stars? I guess it would depend
on their age and maturity. I’m certainly not
afraid of the book; the message of the
gospel is not only far more powerful than
what Green presents but also far more
hopeful. If they were to read it, I am sure
they would quickly spot the contrast
between the bleakness of Hazel’s and
Augustus’ reality and the hope and joy of
the gospel.

Tourneys and Tidbits Golf helps men
share their faith

The game of golf gives Zach Johnson
and Stewart Cink a platform to glorify God
in front of millions of golf fans every day.
“On the golf course it’s how they manage

themselves around the ball, but in life it’s
how they let the Lord manage them and
guide their lives,” said Dr. Morris Pickens, a
sports psychologist who joined the pro
golfers on stage at the Masters Prayer
Breakfast at Warren Baptist Church in
April.
“Basically, I have a job because these guys

play a very emotional game,” Pickens said.
“You see them here and it’s Augusta Week
and it’s all fun, at least what it appears on
TV, but there’s a lot going on in terms of the
struggles of playing good golf and continu-
ing to play good golf.”
The golfers shared personal experiences

of very low points in their careers.
Johnson said he struggled to find spon-

sors to help him pay entry fees, travel
expenses and other financial realities
involved in becoming a professional golfer.
In 2000, he had been out of college for two
years and went through a rough stretch
while he worked on the fundamentals of
the game. He played 18 tournaments and
missed at least 13 cuts, but he did not earn
enough to repay his backers per the
stock/dividend agreement they had.
“I didn’t know what real professional golf

was until that point,” he said. “It was a very,
very rough year, and probably one of the
best of my career. A year I learned exactly
what I needed to do on and off the course
to get better.”
Cink knew he would turn pro and had

sponsorships waiting for him when he
graduated from Georgia Tech in 1995. But
he also had a wife and a son for whom he
was struggling to provide, and his first steps
into professional golf were definitely on a
learning curve.

PGA player Stewart Cink, right talks about his early days
on the PGA Tour at the 2014 Masters Week Golf Breakfast
at Warren Baptist in Augusta, Ga.   PHOTO: Mike Adams

by Lisa Kaylor

BOOK
continued from page 17

"The golf swing is like a suitcase into which we are
trying to pack one too many things." - John Updike
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Email your ads to Voice@cox.net.  Payment
in advance required: $12 for the first 25
words; 25 cents for each add'l word.
(classified ads also go immediately online)

OFFICE SPACE AVAILABLE – Nice westside
Topeka enclosed office space with shared secre-
tarial,  lobby, bathroom, and kitchen for $725/mo.
Call Roger at 785-806-8501

GOLF CLUB FOR SALE – New 2013 model
Clevelnad Driver SL 290. 10.5 degree, regular
fles. Retail $339; asking $99. I hit a few balls with
it, but it still has the plastic on it. 640-6399

CAREGIVER NEEDED - Disabled, middle-aged
man moving to Topeka. Needs to make arrange-
ments for a live-in personal attendant/caregiver.
Room/board/weekly pay provided. Flexibility,
apply male, ages 20-40, personal interview
required. Call Angelo: (785) 437-3210.

PLACE YOUR CLASSIFED AD WITH US!  CALL 235-3340

HELP WANTED
Metro Voice needs full
or part-time sales reps
to call on businesses
and non-profits to help
with their advertising.
Email voice@cox.net

1. The Great I AM Church
Breaking Traditions
Non-Denominational
Pastor Cordell Fischer
2523 SE Indiana
(785) 861-0422

www.greatIAMchurch.com

2. CHRISTIAN CAVALRY
MINISTRIES INT.
Pastor Beaux Bryant

3851 South St., Grantville, KS 66429
1-800-673-3633

www.church4bikers.org

3. TOPEKA BIBLE CHURCH
1101 SW Mulvane St., Topeka

785-234-5545
Worship:  8:00 - 9:30 & 11am
Sunday School & Bible Studies:

9:30 & 11am
www.discovertbc.com

4. NORTHLAND CHRISTIAN CHURCH
3102 NW opeka Blvd., Topeka

286-1204
Wed. 6:15 pm: Children/Youth/

Adult programs
Worship Sun. 8:00, 9:30 & 11am
www.northlandcctopeka.org

5. FAIRLAWN CHURCH OF THE
NAZARENE

“Connecting to Christ, Church and Community”
730 SW Fairlawn Rd., Topeka, KS
(785)272-6322 • www.TheLawn.org

Gary Miller,  Pastor
Sunday Worship 9:15 am & 10:50 am
Sunday Youth Group 10:50am

Adult & Children’s Sun. School 9:15 & 10:50am
Sun. Eve Youth Activities 6pm

6. FIRST SOUTHERN BAPTIST
1912 SW Gage, Topeka, KS

272-0443    www.fsbctopeka.org
Sunday Services:

8:30 AM Traditional Worship
9:45 AM Bible study--all ages
11 AM Contemporary Worship

7. TOPEKA BAPTIST CHURCH
“Finding NEW LIFE in CHRIST”

Sunday Worship 9:30 & 10:45am, 6pm
~ Sunday School for all ages ~
4500 SW Gage Blvd., Topeka

785-862-0988
www.topekabaptist.org

8. WANAMAKER ROAD 
BAPTIST CHURCH

“Being and making disciples of Jesus Christ
by the power of the Gospel, to the glory of God”

2700 SW Wanamaker Rd., Topeka
(785) 272-9323   www.wrbctopeka.com
Traditional Sunday Worship 10:30am & 6pm
Sunday School 9am  •  Wed. Prayer 7pm

9. GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH
310 E 8th St (E. US 56 Hwy)
Overbrook, KS;  785-665-7117
Elvin Dillard, Senior Pastor

Sunday School 9 am; Worship 10 am
www.gccinoverbrook.com
office@gccinoverbrook.com

10. LORD’S HOUSE CHURCH
300 SW Roosevelt, Topeka KS 66606

Pastor Marilyn Hahn McGinnis
10 a.m. Sunday (Non-traditional Service)

See “About Us” at our website
www.kawriverkeruv.com

Questions? kawriverlordshouse@att.net 
12. BUCK CREEK COUNTRY CHURCH
Meeting at Buck Creek School House

5 mi. east of Perry on Hwy 24, 13th & Phillips Rd.
Childrens Sunday School - 8:30 a.m.

Worship Service - 9:00 a.m.
Contacts: Logan Barnett 785-597-5498,
Scott Bond  423-0406, Jack Snavely  760-3513

13. WANAMAKER WOODS NAZARENE
Serving Christ - Loving People

3501 SW Wanamaker Rd • 273-2248
Dr. L.D. Holmes, Sr. Pastor  

www.wwnaz.org
Sun. Worship: 9am (Hymns) & 11 am
Children’s Worship 9 & 11 am
Sunday School 10 am, all ages
Sat. Worship: LIve Church, 5 pm

Sun. Evening Various Children’s Programs
6 pm Life Groups; 6:30 pm Teen Service
Wed. 6:30 pm Adult & Teen Life Groups

Wed. 6:30 pm Kids University
~ Nursery care at all services ~

14. FAMILY LIFE CHURCH - Nazarene
Sundays - 10:00 am 
1211 NW 46th ST

Nursery/Children’s Church/Small Groups
Church office phone:   785  286-1889
We are moving forward in God’s Word...
with His passion...in our community!
16. HOUSE OF THE LORD CHURCH 
A Spirit-filled, Word-centered church
2531 SE Wittenberg Rd., Topeka
Sunday Worship 11am & 6pm
Wed. Prayer & Praise 7pm
785-266-LOVE (5683)
J. Michael Borjon, Pastor

17. HIGHLAND HEIGHTS CHRISTIAN
CHURCH

Sunday Services: 8:30 and 10:00 AM
785-379-5642

Jars of Clay Children's Center now open
Taking registrations: 785-379-9098

2930 SE Tecumseh Road
Tecumseh, Kansas 66542

18. SOUTHWEST CHRISTIAN
CHURCH

5747 SW Huntoon • 785-272-0564
Contemporary Service 9:30 am
Traditional Service 10:45 am

Youth Group (Teens) 3 pm Sunday
Wed. Prayer & Bible Study 6:30 pm

19. SEAMAN CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH

Independent Christ-Centered Bible Church
2036 NW Taylor, Topeka, KS

354-8777 • www.seamanchurch.com
Adult Sunday School - Sun. 9:30am

Sunday Worship: 10:30am
Children's Sunday School: 10:30am
Youth group 1st & 3rd Sundays 4-6pm

Pastor Jack Belland
20. HERITAGE BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Dale Stockburger 
801 NE Poplar St.,
Topeka, KS 66616 
785-506-4594 

Sunday Mornings: 10 am Worship
and Junior Church for the kids 

21. HARVEST FAMILY FELLOWSHIP
Meets at Hillcrest Community Ctr
1800 SE 21st Street • 785-220-5418

Pastor Rey Rodriguez
Sun. Worship 10 am

www.topekaharvest.vpweb.com
22. NEW CITY LIFE CHURCH

5221 SW West Drive 
Topeka, Kansas 66606

Sunday Services - 10:00 am 
Pastor Kathy Jimerson

23.EAST SIDE BAPTIST CHURCH
4425 S.E. 29th St., 379-9933.

Sunday Worship  10:45am & 6:00pm
AWANA Sunday at 5:45 p.m. 
See our website  for info on our
Student Ministries & Kid City

www.esbcks.org

New Resident
Church Guide

First Southern Baptist
Church

PROPERTY MANAGER – Christians for Life
is looking for someone to fill the position of
Property Manager for the Heart of America
Memorial Wall for the Unborn.  This would be a
volunteer position

KANGAROO GOLF CART FOR SALE – Self-
propelled push cart for your golf bag. Kangaroo
Hillcrest model. $1100 new, asking $75. Needs
new battery. Call 640-6399.

PART-TIME ACCOUNT REP WANTED –
Work your own hours. No base pay, but you
keep 35% commission on all ads you sell.
Call on businesses, churches and non-prof-
its about their advertisements in Metro
Voice. Call 235-3340 or email
Voice@cox.net.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED - Metro Voice
needs volunteers to help distribute papers to
churches and other locations in Topeka. Call
235-3340 or email voice@cox.net

VOLUNTEER WRITERS NEEDED -  Metro
Voice needs volunteer writers or interns who
can serve as area correspondents for
church and community news around the
metro area. Call 235-3340 or email
voice@cox.net. Some perks involved.

WORDS DELIGHT & PICTURES PLEASE
Photography and Composition
by Richard Nelson – 785-273-6050

GOSPEL SINGER: I sing gospel for dona-
tions only, (big band, country, etc.). Call
785-220-1636.
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