
Florida foster child pleas for permanent family
(WNS)--Fifteen-year-old Davion

Navar Henry Only made national head-
lines in October when he stepped up to
the podium at St. Mark Missionary Bap-
tist Church in St. Petersburg, Fla., and
pleaded for someone in the 300-member
congregation to adopt him.

“I’ll take anyone,” Only said. “Old or
young, dad or mom, black, white, purple.

I don’t care. And I would be really ap-
preciative. The best I could be.”

His story ran in the
Tampa Bay Times on Oct. 7
and went viral. Within
days he was featured on
ABC News as Diane
Sawyer’s “Person of the
Week.” Only and his Eckerd
adoption specialist, Connie Going,
then appeared on The View where Going

announced more than 10,000 families
from around the world had con-

tacted her, wanting to offer
the teen a home.

Sitting in the front row
of The View audience was
Richard Prince, 23, Only’s

mentor for the last year and
a half. Prince could hardly be-

lieve the teenager in front of him,

by Sarah Padbury

See ORPHAN page 7
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h o m e l e s s

As the nation moves into the sixth year of the “Great
Recession”, food pantries, soup kitchens and other services
to the homeless and surging numbers of poor continue to
stretch the resources of local organizations. The problem
seems most critical as Thanksgiving, Christmas and
cold weather approach though the needs are year-
round.

  This year Metro Voice readers can
again do their part by answering the

call to assist with food and warm clothing donations, fi-
nances or just a few volunteer hours.

  Here are several of the major organizations that serve
Kansas City’s poor and homeless but there are countless
others. Check with your church or area lay clergy organ-

ization to see if there is one that serves your community.
Plus, don’t forget the smaller rural communities
that surround Kansas City in Missouri and

Kansas. These communities often don’t
have the resources or population to keep

As death tolls continue to rise during the
brutal Syrian civil war, 1.9 million refugees
(including 1 million children) are fleeing
their decimated country. It was revealed
that Israel is quietly coming to the aid of
the injured—escorting hundreds of Syri-
ans across dangerous terrain for lifesaving
treatments in Israel.

Most of the Syrian patients clandes-
tinely brought into Israeli hospitals are
men between the ages of 20 and 30, who
arrive wounded and unconscious. At West-
ern Galilee Hospital in Nahariya, on the
Mediterranean coast near the Lebanese
border, doctors say these injured victims
wake up after several days not knowing
where they are. When they learn they are
in an Israeli hospital they are shocked. After
all, Syria and Israel have been in a state of
war since 1948. 

Children have been transported to these
hospitals in large numbers recently, many
with critical wounds from shrapnel or ex-
plosions. Some as young as three years old

Area ministries needing help this holiday season
Dwight Widaman | Metro Voice

n See THANKSGIVING page 23

Quietly saving lives:
Israel treating

wounded Syrians

n See ISREAL/SYRIA page 22

See
Our Adoption

& Foster Guide
PAGE 7

Davion Only at 8. He’s spent his
entire 15 years in foster care.

With so much talk  about a lost genera-
tion of self-absorbed millennials, would
anyone show up for a conference about
changing the world for Christ? Yes. Thou-
sands of them. 

Young people from around the world
are expected at the International Confer-
ence On Missions (ICOM) Nov. 14-17 at
Bartle Hall.  The ICOM is a power packed,
four day conference focused on encourag-
ing, equipping, and recruiting workers for
the kingdom of God.  It is dedicated to
globally advancing the Gospel of Jesus
Christ through missions.  

The ICOM is no stranger to the region.

The event started under the name The Na-
tional Missionary Convention and was
based in Copeland, Kan. from 1966-2008.
The conference has previously been held
in Wichita and Dodge City, but this is first
time ICOM has been to Kansas City.  

  “We love the fact that Kansas City has
such a central location and that makes
travel easy for our attendees.  We have
found the Convention Center, the Con-
vention and Visitors Bureau, and the
downtown hotels very accommodating
and easy to work with.  We are excited to
be coming to Kansas City,” says David
Empson ICOM Executive Director.

“Young people are eager
to discover God’s will for

their lives.”

See THE ICOM page 3

Eager to serve
High school and college

students to descend on KC
for huge missions event

by Dwight Widaman

Readers share their
stories. Page  12



Bonnie Graham has been a foster par-
ent with TFI Family Services, Inc. in
Topeka for over eight years. During that
time, she has primarily opened her home
to teen girls, usually having three teens in
her home at a time. There is a great need
for foster parents in general; however,
there is a higher need for those willing to
provide care to teenagers. While some are
intimidated by providing care to
teenagers, Graham couldn’t disagree with
this more. Graham shared that she thinks
back on herself as a teen, what she wanted
and needed, and then applies this to the
youth she opens her home to help.  Gra-
ham believes that “teens can make their
future better; they don’t have to continue
down the path of a bad life.” With love, re-
spect, rules and trust they can develop the
skills to change and go on to have a bright
future. 

Graham has specific rules that every
teen who comes into her home is expected
to follow. She believes that teens actually
want that structure; they know what is ex-
pected of them and the consequences if
they don’t meet those expectations. 

“Be their parent, not their friend. Chil-
dren in foster care need someone to trust
and respect, someone to fight for their
rights and needs, who will teach them the
tools they need to be successful adults,”
Graham says. 

The teens in her home are encouraged
to bond and to function as a family.  Gra-
ham holds family meetings every week.
Everyone is allowed to express their needs,
wants, successes, failures, and whatever
they want to share. If a problem or con-
cern arises, they will discuss it and come
up with a solution.

Another important aspect of fostering
is to treat every child that comes into her
home as family.  

“Teens are very aware of their sur-

roundings;  they know when they are
being treated differently,” she stated.

Graham’s foster children go places with
her, just like her biological children would.
She makes sure they are dressed like your
average teen. “No one would ever know
they are in foster care by their appearance
or behavior,” said Graham.

Graham attributes a lot of her success
to the training she has received. She says
that through her PS-MAPP training (a re-
quired class to become a foster parent), she
learned the primary goal should be to help
the child return to their family. Graham
works very closely with the biological fam-
ilies to help them work through their is-
sues (or the child’s) and be able to be a
functioning family again. When working
with TFI Family Services Intake and Ad-
missions Department, Graham shared
that she is able to “ask questions and to

make sure that the child is a good match
for you and your family. It’s OK to say no
to a taking in a child.” Graham also indi-
cated that occasionally you will have a
child in your home that does not become
a success story. She encourages foster par-
ents to not give up; not every child will be
the fit for your home.  She encourages
other foster parents to “be an optimist and
expect the best, not the worst.” 

Most of the children that Graham has
taken into her home stay with her until
they age out of foster care or return to
their biological families. Graham still
keeps in contact with the majority of the
children that have resided with her. She
encourages others to consider becoming
foster parents especially for those willing
to take in teens. 

“Teens need love and caring too. It’s not
too late to help a teen change, with guid-

ance and love they can learn life skills
while in your home that they will use later
on in their life to help them become suc-
cessful adults,” said Graham.

If you are interested in learning more
about becoming a foster parent contact
TFI Family Services, Inc. at (800) 279-
9914 or go visit www.tfifamilyservices.org.
We would be glad to discuss with you any

questions about becoming a foster parent.
Graham also said that she would be happy
to speak with a prospective foster parent
to answer any question or concerns.  Will
you consider opening your heart and
home to a child?

Mary McClellan is Recruitment Special-
ist TFI Family Services.
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the one who prayed before going on
stage for God to give him the right words
to say, was the same one who used to use
profanity, kick holes in walls, and do all
he could to push people away.

“You’re the first news person to ask
what God is doing in all this,” Prince said
when asked to do this interview. “God
put Davion in my life for a reason.”

Two years ago, Prince was a college
student at the University of South
Florida, working in a medical office, and
serving as caregiver for his grandparents.
He regularly attended St. Mark, where his
uncle is the pastor. One Sunday, St.
Mark’s One Church One Child represen-
tative, Michelle Pearson, asked him to
consider mentoring a foster child. She
told him that while many young men
who need a good male role model are in
the system, most people they interact
with are women.

Prince agreed to learn more and One
Church One Child referred him to 4Kids
of West Central Florida, a Christian fos-

ter care and adoption agency that also of-
fers mentoring for foster children. After
Prince learned he’d have to meet with a
child for an hour a week for a year, he
said he was too busy to commit. But in
the end, he agreed to a compromise of
meeting every other week with his
mentee. When asked what kind of child
he’d like to be paired with, he said, “I’ll
take anyone.”

Pattie Cleberg, 4Kids’ mentoring co-
ordinator, met Only in May 2012 when
his caseworker referred him to the pro-
gram. In a recent letter to supporters,
Cleberg recalled Only as angry and de-

pressed, desperately wanting her to find
someone to spend time with him: “Any-
one,” he said. 

Cleberg matched the two people who
said they’d take “anyone” and before
long, seeing Only twice a month wasn’t
enough for Prince. As their relationship
deepened during the next 18 months, the
pair spent as many as 3 hours a week to-
gether.

“I felt like God wanted me to do it. …
My week isn’t complete if I don’t see
him,” Prince said. “I had to take a leap of
faith with my schedule—and I’m glad
that I did.”

As they spent time together, Prince
found it natural to bring up God when
Only discussed his struggles, offering
him a different way to look at his circum-
stances. Early on, Only said he didn’t
know how to pray, so Prince told him to
“just talk to Him like we do and tell Him
what you’re angry about [and] happy
about.” Over the months, Prince contin-
ued to tell the troubled teen he cared
about him and his future.

Topeka woman opens home to teenage foster children
by Mary McClellan

ORPHAN
continued from page 1

See ORPHAN page 11

With the comfort of his
mentor nearby, the famil-
iarity of St. Mark, and the

hope of God flowing
through him, Only went
off script and gave his
now-famous address.



The Women’s Clinic of Kansas City is a
community supported Pregnancy Med-
ical clinic providing free services to
women facing the crisis of an unplanned
pregnancy.  Our mission is to provide
young women the care and support they
need to choose LIFE for their babies.  Each
day, counselors and nurses meet with
women who feel unable to care for a child
and are considering abortion.    Whisper-
ing a prayer, they go into the counseling
room to listen and provide hope.  On av-

erage, four babies are saved from abortion
each day at the two clinics.  

A young couple came into the clinic
seeking a pregnancy test.  They were a
committed couple planning to be married
with a family someday – but not today.  He
was leaving for the military within days;
she had plans of her own.  A baby right
now was not in their plans.

With each concern they voiced, a pos-
sibility was offered.  The clinic offered her
practical help, free services and an advo-

cate to provide emotional support while
he was gone.  

He did not want his girlfriend to face a
pregnancy without marriage and it was
impossible to get married in such short
notice.  The advocate flew into action,
made a few calls and the impossible be-
came very much possible.

Prayer began for this precious baby.
They were offered a sonogram.  The
sound of the baby’s heartbeat began to fill
the room.  While they viewed their baby

together for the first time, she moved her
tiny hand and it appeared she was giving
her soon to be military father his first
salute.  With tears of amazement, the de-
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O!ering children in need: 
• Traditional family settings
• A Christ-centered 

environment & education 
• Licensed Professional 

Counselors (LPC)

• Their own “Path to Purpose”
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� � Bringing children & families together
through the ministry of adoption

Working with Missouri 
families to complete both
domestic (US-born infant)
and international adoptions.

Home Study & Post-
placement Services 
provided; Love Basket is 
a Christian agency.

Staff in Lee’s Summit, MO 

Visit us on the web at 
www.LoveBasket.org, or call 1-888-LOV-BSKT. 
Since 1982

The Women’s Clinic real purpose CHURCH FOSTER CARE
MINISTRIES

Heather Blum and her husband Jeff have a
passion for foster care ministry. The couple works
to educate churches on this valuable community
service and the life-changing impact it makes, not
only on the kids, but the loving foster families as
well. “I am excited for the thought of partnering
with other churches to provide more support to
foster parents and the children in their care,”
says Heather Blum.   

Heather says she focuses on the foster side of
orphan care and her church Plaza Heights in Blue
Springs has an adoption ministry as well.

Blum has compiled for Metro Voice, a list of
area churches that focus on foster care.

If your church has a foster care or adoptive
ministry, contact Heather at 407-619-8804 or
jamhblum@hotmail.com.
New Life Church (Downtown KC)
Faith in Motion ministry and a respite night (May)
for foster parents.  
http://www.newlifekc.org/Mission/FaithInMo-
tion.aspx
faithinmotionkc@yahoo.com  
Troy and Leigh-Ann Campbell 
troyandleigh@gmail.com
Church of the Ressurection (Leawood and
Blue Springs)
Respite night (June), continuing ed. classes, sup-
port group.  
http://www.cor.org/missions/serve-in-kansas-
city/foster-adoptive-care/    
Melissa Oeffner 
913-814-9433
KC First Church of the Nazarene (Kansas
City)
Respite night (May)
Jay Wilson
816-942-9022
jwilson@kcfc.org
Gateway Church (Blue Springs)
adoption and foster care, clothes closet, facebook
page, adoption support ministry               
http://www.gwcbs.com/ministries/treasured-min-
istry.aspx &
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Treasured/1182
23554905579
Emily Armstrong 
emilykarmstrong@hotmail.com
Sheffield Family Life Center (Kansas City)
Monthly foster/adoption support group "Adopt 1"
Kimberly Snipes   
816-674-0219  
Woods Chapel Church (Lees Summit)
Friends of Adoption Support Group
Dave Coffman 
dcoffman1498@comcast.net, 
Keystone United Methodist Church
(Waldo/Brookside)
Clothes closet for foster children
keystonechurch@gmail.com 816-363-4084
Wornall Road Baptist Church (Kansas City)
The Light House ministry, parenting classes, blan-
ket ministry
Beth Sykora 
elizabethsykora@aol.com
Grace Church (Overland Park)
SOAR support group and respite night, these are
both specifically for special needs children and
their parents/caregivers.
Stephen Hunsley   
913-814-7223  
info@graceks.org
Pleasant Valley Baptist Church (Liberty)
Families for Adoption
Karla Carter  
816.781.5959 x 233
Abundant Life (Lees Summit)
Hosted a foster and adoption seminar
church office
816.554.8181

Plaza Heights Baptist Church (Blue Springs)
Respite night, blanket (weighted & regular) min-
istry, Watoto children's chior, prayer magnets for
children in foster care needing adopted
Heather Blum 407-619-8804
jamhblum@hotmail.com

See CLINIC page 10



Established in 1981 CFS has been about its mission
of “helping children and families find a better life.”
Director of Child Placement, Susan Timmons,
LSCSW, has been with the agency since 1982 and has
seen firsthand how God has a plan “for good and not
evil” in the lives of clients—be it those struggling with
an unplanned pregnancy, those grieving their infer-
tility or those answering God’s call to adopt the or-
phan in a faraway land.  CFS strives to be the hands
and feet of Jesus as they provide caring and compas-
sionate quality services to their clients.  Clients will

find a non-pressured, non-judgmental place to ex-
plore their options.  Adoption may have changed a lot
in the 30 plus years of the agency’s existence but birth-
parents continue to be held in high esteem for their
unselfish act of putting their child’s needs above their
own, for making a plan that will ensure their child has
a loving and caring family to care for them.  Today
birthparents are able to choose and meet the adoptive
parents, often invite them into the delivery room and
have the option for ongoing contact with their chil-
dren.   Adoptive parents receive education and sup-

port as they navigate today’s world of adoption and
are often reminded that God creates families and once
their child joins their family they will know it was
worth all the wait and tears.   CFS recently went
through the arduous Hague accreditation process so
they could offer the option of a Christian agency to
families needing a Hague accredited agency to com-
plete their international home study and post-adop-
tion services.   They have partnered with a number of
other agencies to bring children into loving families
and are well respected within the adoption commu-
nity.   Visit their website, www.cfskc.org to learn more
or support this non-profit ministry.  
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Makayla, Sarah, Dylan, Ciera & Cory,
ages 14, 13, 10, 7 & 6

Makayla, Sarah, Dylan, Ciera and Cory
would like a forever family that is willing to
keep them to-
gether! Makayla
loves to sing!
Her favorite
class in school is
choir. When she
grows up she
would like to be
a Mom and a su-
perstar! Makayla states that she would like,
“to have my own room, be adopted with my
siblings and live in the city.” Sarah is a bright
young girl. She is artistic and likes to joke
around. She loves talking things through and
really enjoys conversing with adults. Sarah
would like to live in the country and be able
to have pets. Dylan is good at defending the
goal in soccer! He enjoys reading, drawing
and playing with his legos. In school, Dylan
likes lunchtime and computers. Dylan would
like most to have a tree house and to be able
to have some pets. Ciera loves riding scoot-
ers! Recess is her favorite class in school be-
cause she gets to play outside. She would
like to have “a TV in her bedroom!” Cory
loves playing outside and building things out
of blocks. At school he enjoys recess and
computers the most. Cory does well in a
home with rules and routines in place. He
needs a forever home with plenty of space
to run and play outside. Only families living
in Kansas will be considered for these sib-
lings at this time. To learn more about adop-
tion visit www.adoptkskids.org or call
877-457-5430. The children’s case numbers
are CH-5608, CH-5609, CH-5610, CH-5611 &
CH-5612.

Rebecca, age 16
Rebecca is good at sports and really en-

joys playing volleyball. She is proud of whom
she is and stands
up for what she
believes in. She
is very intelligent
and takes pride
in accomplishing
tasks on her
own. She would
like to become a
message therapist when she grows up. Re-
becca makes friends easily and has a lot of
them! She also has a great sense of humor!
Rebecca needs a family that can offer pa-
tience, consistency and structure. To learn
more about adoption visit www.adoptk-
skids.org or call 877-457-5430. Rebecca’s
case number is CH-5388.

Steve, age 13
Steve is an enjoyable young man! He is

fun to be around and engages easily with
others. He loves
being around ac-
tivity and younger
children. Steve
has learned how
to get around by
scooting on the
floor but he will
need to live in a
home that is
wheelchair accessible. Steve’s forever family
will need to be able to handle his medical
and daily self care needs. He also needs a
family that is willing to advocate for him and
make sure that his educational and medical
needs are being met. He will need full time,
long term care so his forever family will need
to be willing to commit to Steve for the long
haul. Most of all, Steve needs a family that
is willing to love him and support him in
everything that he accomplishes.  To learn
more about adoption visit www.adoptk-
skids.org or call 877-457-5430. Steve’s case
number is 101127.

These children
need love now

Christian Family Services: hands and feet of Jesus

Aaron’s House Maternity
Home
PO Box 1097, 1303 Meadow 
Harrisonville, MO
Clorisa Bridgers
816-738-1602
director@aaronshouse.org
www.aaronshouse.org

Adoption & Beyond, Inc.
16236 Metcalf Ave.
Overland Park, KS 66085
Steffany A. Aye
913-381-6919! ! ! ! !  
adopt@adoption-
beyond.org! ! ! ! ! !  
www.adoption-beyond.org 

Alpha Christian 
Children’s Home
15017 27th Street
PO Box 727
Perry, Kansas 66073-0727
Michelle Kincaid
785-597-5235
office@alphachristianchildren-
shome.com
www.alphachristianchildren-
shome.com

CHRISTIAN FAMILY 
SERVICES
10500 Barkley, Ste 216
Overland Park KS 66212
Susan K. Timmons
913-383-3337 

susan@cfskc.org
www.cfskc.org

If Not For Grace
PO Box 836
Grain Valley, MO 64029
Lori Driggs
816-847-2911
info@infg.org
www.infg.org

Love Basket, Inc.
Lori Reynolds, MSW
816-419-9898
lori.reynolds@lovebasket.org
www.lovebasket.org
10306 Business 21
Hillsboro, MO
Cheryl Jackson - International
Adoption
Lara Kelso - Domestic 
636-797-4100
info@lovebasket.org
www.lovebasket.org

Missouri Baptist 
Children’s Home
Dawn Hensley
816-795-8878
dawn.hensley@mbch.org
www.mbch.org

Mother’s Refuge
14400 E. 42nd St. S., Suite 220
Independence, MO 64055
Robert Zornes
816-353-8070 

office@mothersrefuge.org
www.mothersrefuge.org

Show-Me Christian
Youth Home
Main Campus
24302 Mahin Rd.
La Monte, MO 65337
Chris Ruhnke
660-347-5982
info@showmekids.org
www.showmehelpingkids.org

The Light House
PO Box 22553
Kansas City, MO 64113
Dawn Shipman
816-361-2233
dawn@lighthouse-inc.org
www.lighthousekc.org 

The Women’s Clinic of
Kansas City
Deborah Neel
Independence Clinic
815 N Noland Road, Stes 4 & 5
Independence, MO 64050
Grandview Clinic
11904 Blue Ridge Blvd
Grandview, MO 64030
816.836.9000
ea@thewomensclinic.net
www.thewomensclinic.net

ADOPTION & FOSTER GUIDEShow-Me Christian Youth Home
Show-Me Christian Youth Home is dedicated

to improving the lives of children struggling be-
cause of circumstances in their current home en-
vironment. ! As a Christian alternative to
state-run foster care, children are enrolled vol-
untarily by their parent or legal guardian.!  Each
child is placed in one of ten homes located at five
locations across Missouri.!  There, they live in a
Christ-centered, traditional family setting led by
a husband and wife team who serve as housep-
arents. !Each child is offered Christ-centered, in-
dividualized educational and therapeutic
services.! Children are immersed in a community
of resources designed to provide them with a
constant environment of love and encourage-
ment to help them overcome the hurts of their
past and find success for their future. !

For many of the 2,000 children who have
called Show-Me!Christian Youth Home! “home,”

the path that
brought them
there was
treacherous—
one filled with
neglect, fear,
and uncer-
tainty.!  Some
have been
h o m e l e s s ,
some have parents in prison, and for some their
grandparents were just no longer able to care for
them. ! For others, their guardians’ just felt like
Show-Me could provide them with a better life
than they could on their own.
Jerrica’s Story

Jerrica’s journey is a fairly typical case. She
joined the Show-Me family when she was 14
years old.!  By the time she reached their doors,
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Family-Teachers are the heart
of the Boys Town’s Family Home
Program. Highly trained and pro-
fessional, Family-Teachers pro-
vide compassionate care to help
youth accomplish goals and be-
come successful in their home, at
school, and in the community.
These responsibilities make their
position more than just a job;
working with at-risk youth and
helping them develop as produc-
tive citizens becomes a lifestyle.

One of the most important
characteristics that successful
Family-Teachers have is a true
passion for youth. This passion is
what drives them forward each

day when faced with the typical
ups and downs of family life. On
days when faced with challenging
youth behaviors, they rely upon
their training, as well as the guid-
ance and support from their
knowledgeable Boys Town Con-
sultants. These resources allow
them to address the youth behav-
iors and keep them moving for-
ward in a positive direction. 

In each Boys Town’s residential
Family Home program there will
be up to eight youth, either all
boys or all girls living in the home.
Each home features all the ameni-
ties of a traditional home, along
with an attached apartment,

which is the Family-Teacher’s
own living quarters. With the help
of their assistants, Family-Teach-
ers create a structured daily
schedule to ensure youth attend
school, learn appropriate social
and independent living skills, and
receive the best opportunity pos-
sible for improvement and suc-
cess.

Many of the youth who are re-
ferred to a Boys Town Family
Home have never experienced the
care, support and guidance from
a family, which are the key ele-
ments for them to become
healthy, contributing members of
society. Instead, many of the
youth have known only chaos,
abuse, neglect, and danger. Fam-
ily-Teachers have the opportunity
to give them what they so desper-
ately need – a safe place to live and
be cared for where they can learn
the skills they need for success.  

With so many kids in need,
Boys Town is continually looking
for good people to carry out the
Boys Town’s mission as Family-
Teachers and make a positive dif-
ference in the lives of children
who are hurting and without
hope. 

When children are loved and
valued, they respond in truly
miraculous ways. At Boys Town,
our Family-Teachers help make
miracles of the heart happen
every day! 

For more information visit
www.boystown.org/careers or
contact Melissa Craig via
email:melissa.craig@boystown.or
g or phone: 402-498-1767.
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sion was made.   
They returned recently with their little

girl, who fills their lives with indescribable
joy, to thank the staff and share the news

of the new baby who is coming soon. 
Real People. Real Babies. Real Purpose.

That is why The Women’s Clinic is oper-
ating today.  

The free clinic services provided are
possible because of generous donations of
funds and volunteers that support the life-

saving work of The Women’s Clinic.  
To learn more about how you can part-

ner or get involved, please contact Sue
Mahurin at 816.863.9000 or visit our web-
site at thewomensclinic.net.  Together we
are changing our community to a culture
of LIFE!

CLINIC
continued from page 8
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Boys Town Family-Teachers

she had been placed in home after home staying
with countless faces.!  Nothing seemed to work
out.! “My whole life was a mess.! Nobody wanted
me.!  Nobody trusted me.!  I had burnt all my
bridges,” remembers Jerrica.!

The thought of graduation and a positive fu-
ture seemed an unachievable goal.! “I never be-
lieved I would make much of my life,” said
Jerrica.!  “The idea of graduating seemed a mil-
lion years away.!  I kept telling myself that I was
never going to make it.! I should just give up and
drop out now.”

Life at Show-Me wasn’t easy at first.! Her dis-
trust of everybody and everything made “fitting
in” difficult.! In her eyes, no one seemed to want
her.!  Searching for acceptance, she acted out to
try to be “strong” and “hard.”!  But, her !Show-

Me houseparents, Jeff and Jessica Weber, would
not give up on her.!  They accepted her for who
she was, not how she acted.! She became a part
of their family providing her with a structure
and stability she never had before.!  

That love and guidance changed Jerrica.! She
began to trust others and with that trust, slowly,
came change.!

The community of support she received at
Show-Me created an environment for Jerrica to
blossom.! She accepted Christ and began to take
steps to bring the rest of her life into control.
She became active in her youth group and
school.!  She loved helping with the other kids
on campus, and soon always could be found to
have a smile on her face.! She finished her stud-
ies early and not!only! graduated, but received
her diploma with honors after managing a 3.5
GPA.!

Show-Me’s Path-to-Purpose program helped

her find a career that united her passion for
helping children with a solid plan and set of re-
sources.!  She earned numerous scholarships
and worked over the summer at a nearby Chris-
tian camp to help with school expenses. She is
now in college working toward a degree to min-
ister to teenage mothers.!

“I don’t like thinking of where I would be if it
weren’t for God.!  Before, I dreaded each day.!  I
didn’t know what I would do, who I would meet
or where my mom would take me.!  Now I feel
safe and secure,” exclaimed Jerrica.!  “For the
first time, I am excited about the next part of
my life and ready to get there.! I know it is going
to be a bright future and I know I have a huge
family who always has my back!”

If you would like more information about
Show-Me Christian Youth Home or ways to help
this local Missouri ministry, please contact them
at!660-347-5982!or go to!www.showmekids.org.

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK!  facebook.com/metro voice news SHOW-ME
continued from page 9



Last June, Only did an online search for
his birth mother for the first time and was
shocked to find her obituary dated just
weeks earlier—no one even bothered to
tell him she’d died. With the fantasy of his
mother returning to rescue him shattered,
Only decided it was time to straighten up:
He dropped 40 pounds, worked on con-
trolling his rage and now earns mostly A’s
in school, according to the Tampa Bay
Times.

Prince noticed the change in him im-
mediately and began working to help
Only set goals for himself. Meanwhile,
adoption specialist Connie Going became
concerned that Only had just three years
before he “aged out” of the foster care sys-
tem. With time running out, God put it on
Going’s heart to go directly to the African-
American church to find the teen a family,
Prince said.

Going discussed the idea with Only,
who agreed to speak in churches if it
meant he might find a family, as well as
bring awareness about other boys in the
same situation. St. Mark was the second
church to let Only speak. The morning
they arrived, brought surprises all around:
Going didn’t know Only had already at-
tended St. Mark several times with his
mentor; Only didn’t know he was going to
his mentor’s church that morning; and
Prince didn’t know they were coming.

When he saw them, Prince exclaimed,
“Why are you here?” 

“You’ll see,” Only replied.
As they sat together during the service,

Prince helped Only locate the Scripture
verses in the Bible and urgently prayed for
whatever was about to happen. He whis-
pered to Only: “God has called you to do
this. Just be who you are. … Everything
you have been through is a testament to
how strong you are. This is nothing. Pray
before you go up and God will give you
the words.”

Despite media reports that the sermon
was on-topic for Only’s upcoming plea,
Prince said St. Mark’s pastor was not aware
that the boy was going to speak until after
the sermon, when someone handed him
a small note during the announcements.

With the comfort of his mentor
nearby, the familiarity of St. Mark, and the
hope of God flowing through him, Only
went off script and gave his now-famous
address.

Prince was as shocked as everyone else
when Only passionately disclosed he was
an orphan looking for a family. “‘Wait—
he feels that way?’ I thought. I’d never
looked at him as an orphan before,” Prince
recalled. After his talk, Prince shook the
teen’s hand and for the first time ever, told
Only that he loved him.

Like many of the reporters who inter-
viewed Only, Prince was shocked to learn
that there are thousands of foster children
in America who are truly orphans—chil-
dren with no legal parents, living in limbo
as “wards of the state,” and needing new
parents to commit to them. Almost
102,000 foster children currently are wait-
ing to be adopted, according to the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Serv-
ices’ Children’s Bureau.

Godly Daniel, executive director for
4Kids West Central Florida, worries about
what the press has dubbed the “Davion Ef-
fect”—the thousands of people who have

heard his story and now want to take in an
American orphan.

“I wouldn’t be surprised if a lot of it was
an emotional response,” he said, pointing
to the response people had to the hun-
dreds of children orphaned during the
2010 Haiti earthquake. At first, families
seemed desperate to adopt a Haitian child.
“After awhile, they start really thinking,
‘Can I do this?’ Their heartstrings are
pulled, but then when that child kicks a
wall in, they will ask themselves, ‘Did I do
the right thing?’ Yes, they did, but the [real
question] is will they commit to that child
even if he does that?”

Only might even have a difficult time

adjusting to living in a family, and he
could test their commitment by acting
out, Daniel said. Families who adopt older
children need ongoing therapeutic sup-
port, a “Christian therapist [who can help
children] deal with past rejection and
come to a place of forgiveness,” he said.

Prince hopes Only’s new family,
whomever they are, will not only love him,
but challenge his character and further his
ability to grow as a Christian: “He knows
it’s going to happen. His faith is unbreak-
able. He behaves like God has already se-
lected him a family. He behaves like he’s
already adopted.”
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ORPHAN
continued from page 7

Only in his church.
His plea has made

international 
headlines
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