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Sermon’s message has people talkingUnder your skin

A Belton congregation wants to
get under your skin. LifeQuest
Church says they’re seeing outside
the box with a new fundraiser titled
“Generously Inked.” 
The church is holding a drawing

for two professional tattoos valued at
$300 each, according to Mylissa Rus-
sell, Community Transformation Di-
rector. 
LifeQuest hopes to raise at a min-

imum of $10,000 from the Gener-
ously Inked project to include in the
church capital campaign. Ten percent
of funds raised in the campaign will
go to missions.
“The project is teaching us gen-

erosity with our time, money, and
commitments to see people reached
with the Gospel of Jesus Christ,” adds
Russell.

Pastor Greg Laurie, the lead pastor at
Harvest Church in Riverside, Calif., shared
in August about four spiritual awakenings
America has seen in its history and rea-
soned whether America can have another
revival in our time, based on the message
of the Book of Jonah. The message is
sparking the imagination of Christians
who come across it on the Internet.
  Jonah is “a story about one of the

largest spiritual awakenings in human his-
tory… a story of the revival of one of the
wickedest cities ever, the city of Nineveh,”
Laurie said one Sunday as he began his
message titled, “Revival in our time?”
  The people of Nineveh were “leg-

endary for their cruelty,” the pastor said.
They were known for being savage; they
would take boys and girls and burn them
alive, torture adults, and behead people.

  Nineveh was the capital of Assyria,
which had ruled the world for 200 years
and had the strongest military power at
the time. However, a greater military
power, Babylon, was about to take over.
  “The days of this nation were num-

bered,” Laurie said, adding that the days of

every nation are numbered. And that’s
true also for the United States of America.
  “We know the judgment is coming.

We cannot say we will pray a prayer that
will avert the judgment of God.” We know
that the United States will no longer be the
superpower, he said. But let’s wish we have
one more spiritual awakening for the
United States of America, “or maybe two
or three” before that happens. And that
should be our prayer, the pastor said.
  “If God can bring a mighty revival in

Nineveh with no better representative
than Jonah, and no more Gospel than he
preached, certainly God can do the same
for the United States,” he said.
  Revival starts with you; “it starts with

me,” Laurie said. “Nothing can happen
through me until it happens to me.”
  Laurie marvelled that the people of

Nineveh turned to God through a simple

Greg Laurie talks about possible revival in the United States and how God brings it about.

by CPNews
by Dwight Widaman

See REVIVAL page 23

localnews
Second Petition Revs
Up in Johnson County

A second citizens' grand jury petition re-
lated to the Overland Park arboretum’s "sex-
ting" statue is being launched in Johnson
County, Kan.

Petition backers contend that the first ef-
fort was subverted with the appearance of a
"wink and nod" from county to city govern-
ment. 

  “The nearly 5,000 petition signers were
handled and denied justice
as not one of the fourteen
petition witness were al-
lowed to testify,” says Phillip
Cosby with the American
Family Association of Kansas
and Missouri.  “Shockingly,

the first grand jury was empaneled and dis-
missed after only a few hours, despite the
law allowing for up to 90 days for investiga-
tion and hearing.”

Subsequently the 2013 Kansas state legis-
lature, in spite of objections from the District
Attorneys Association, did concur with AFA-
KSMO and revived the original watchdog role
of the Citizens Grand Jury process. The Kan.
legislature passed into law, by a super ma-
jority and bi-partisan vote, multiple safe-
guards to insure a more independent, robust
Citizen's Grand Jury investigative process, in-
sulated from government mischief. 

  For more information visit afa-ksmo.net.

Our search began five
years ago, when I was
praying for God to unite
my husband Toby’s
heart with my own on
adoption or take away
my desire to adopt.  We
already had two children
biologically.  I was so
eager to go find our
“missing child” through
international adoption
and, well, I was really an-
noying my husband.  

My desperate prayer
at that time was for God
to change Toby’s heart
or change mine, be-
cause not being on the
same page was agony.  

All that praying paid
off when he finally
agreed to begin the
steps with an interna-
tional agency.  We were
going to adopt from
Ethiopia.   I was thrilled!   

Toby and I  began 
the paperwork in April 

Answered Prayers

See ADOPTION page 6
By  Melissa Sutherland

My story of changed hearts
and  saved lives 

See Page 6 for Our 2013 Adoption and Foster Care Guide. 

Greg Laurie preaches on revival
in America on Sunday, August
11, 2013, in Southern California.

Cosby



2009, and began slowly working through
the process. I was wrong.  

God in His infinite wisdom had a dif-
ferent plan, and I had some patience to
learn.  I was diagnosed with cancer the fol-
lowing November.  Cancer. Surgery. Radi-
ation. And the greatest time of peace our
family has ever known.  We knew God was
working in our lives and hearts and rested
in that knowledge.  We were growing.

Having cancer disqualified me from in-
ternational adoption.  We would have to
wait five years to begin again.  I was con-
fused.  How could adopting a child not be
God’s plan for us?  By this time, we were
all radically changed.  We were not content
with our “normal American life”, and
knew we needed to put our faith to action.  

We kept hearing about adoption and
caring for orphans and foster care.  We
had never considered becoming foster
parents before.  But it was everywhere.
Radio programs, sermons, neighbors,
friends.  Friends who knew of friends.  You
get the picture.  We went to an informa-
tional meeting just to see what it was all
about.  Would we have what it takes?  Our
hearts were united and fully committed as
we began our STARS training that fall, al-
most one year after we were told we were
disqualified.  

God knew all along where we needed

to be, and had not only united our hearts,
He awakened a deep passion for orphans,
children in foster care, and their families.

Foster care is hard.  It is messy.  It is
nerve-wracking.  But it is beautiful.  We
got our first placements immediately after
getting our license.  Two brothers.  And we
immediately wondered what had we got
ourselves into!  These boys were loud, de-
fiant, and hard to manage.  “Didn’t you say
there was an aunt?  How’s the home study
coming on that aunt?” I would say count-
less times to their caseworker.  

And then the call for a 1-year-old girl,
“Yes, honey.  I know we weren’t taking any
more babies, but it’s just for three months
until her adoptive home is ready.  It’s just

temporary.” Followed by, “If the girls are
going to be adopted together anyway, it
makes sense that we go ahead and let them
bond.  A nine year old will probably be
helpful. She’ll be alone for Christmas. It’s
just temporary.”  

Except for a brief kinship placement,
joyously reunited and so happy today,
none of our children ever left.  I am so
thankful that the aunt didn’t follow
through, and our home wasn’t temporary,
and we took the chance on an older child.
We adopted our boys this past May, two-
and-a-half long years after first receiving
them into our lives.  We also adopted our
nine-year-old daughter this past May, six
months after taking her in so she wouldn’t
be alone for Christmas.  

Our final adoption date was the end of
July, just over a year after we accepted our
not-so-temporary baby girl. Hers is an
open adoption, something we never
thought we would be comfortable with,
but we love her sweet mama just as much
as we love her.  We’re family.

None of our children fit neatly into our
original home study.  Actually, they really
don’t fit at all.  And none of our children
are from Ethiopia.  They are not at all what
we imagined when we began this process.  

They are more.  
They are rowdy and smelly from ex-

ploring the backyard.  They are so proud
of their bikes.  They are compassionate
and truly empathize with others.  They are
loud.  They are emotional.  They are cre-
ative.  They are daughters and sons of the
King.  They are exactly the way their Fa-
ther created them to be, and they are fi-
nally thriving because they are loved.  

We never imagined we would have six
children.  The past three years have been
exhausting and amazing.  Our only sad-
ness is realizing we are done–that our sea-
son of foster care is over.  We are at the
state maximum and will have to close our
license with our last adoption at the end
of this month.  

There are so many more children who
need godly homes, even if it is temporary.
Temporary is long enough to introduce
them to Jesus.  Our hearts may break if
they leave, but James 1:27 still calls us to
do it anyway.  If we hadn’t taken a “tem-
porary” chance, I’m not sure where our
children would be today.  God is good, and
we will trust in Him as we enter the next
season of life and see what He has in store
for us.

––Melissa is a homeschooling, foster,
adoptive mom and wife to her high school
sweetheart, Toby. They live in Independence
with their six children: Casen, Moneesha,
Kendall, DaQuane, Davion and  Jasmine. 
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  For over 30 years Love Basket has been
assisting families in preparing for and suc-
cessfully completing both domestic (U.S.-
born infant) and international
adoptions.  Love Basket has a two-fold
mission: to help children needing families,
and families desiring children to unite
through adoption; and to help those be-
yond the reach of adoption to receive
needed sustenance services and evangelis-
tic outreach, with the hope of enhancing
their independence and well-being.

  Love Basket began in the hearts of two
missionary couples who traveled exten-
sively in underdeveloped countries. They
saw the plight of helpless children who
were destitute, starving, and often home-
less. These couples recognized the need for
loving, capable Christian families to care
for children around the world and it
wasn’t long before they themselves
adopted. That set off a spark and soon
after, others in the community began to
eagerly pursue adoption for their families.
As the number of international adoptions
increased, the missionaries simply could
not keep up with the requests for assis-
tance and Love Basket was established.

  Since then we have continued build-
ing families and changing lives through
adoption. Love Basket is licensed to com-
plete adoptions and has offices in Mis-
souri, Minnesota and Kentucky. We work
with families in all states and place chil-
dren from the countries of Haiti and
India. Love Basket has been approved by
the nation of Kazakhstan, but approval for
this country’s adoption program to open
has not yet been given. 

  Based near St. Louis (in Hillsboro,
MO), Love Basket has had a Social Worker
employed in the Kansas City area for
many years. Lori Reynolds provides excel-
lent services to pregnant women, helping
them choose the adoptive parents for their
child and walk through this difficult

time.  She also prepares adoptive families
for adoption by providing Home Study
and Post-Placement Services in the Metro
Kansas City area. 

  Love Basket is a nonprofit (501 C 3)
organization and a member of the Evan-

gelical Council for Financial Accountabil-
ity (ECFA), National Christian Adoption
Fellowship (NCAF), the National Council
for Adoption (NCFA), and is accredited by
the Council on Accreditation to partici-
pate in intercountry adoption.   
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To Celebrate 
November as 

National Adoption
Month, Metro Voice
dedicates both our

October and 
November editions
to Adoption and

Foster Care
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Bringing children & families together
through the ministry of adoption

Working with Missouri 
families to complete both
domestic (US-born infant)
and international adoptions.

Home Study & Post-
placement Services 
provided; Love Basket is 
a Christian agency.

Staff in Lee’s Summit, MO 

Visit us on the web at 
www.LoveBasket.org, or call 1-888-LOV-BSKT. 
Since 1982�

Do you want to do something beautiful for
God? There is a person who needs you.
This is your chance. ––Mother Teresa

The Gospel is not a picture of adoption,
adoption is a picture of the Gospel. 

- John Piper

If anybody understands God's ardor for his
children, it's someone who has rescued an

orphan from despair, for that is what God
has done for us. God has adopted you. God
sought you, found you, signed the papers
and took you home. 

––Max Lucado

Time and experience have taught me a
priceless lesson: Any child you take for
your own becomes your own if you give of

yourself to that child. I have born two chil-
dren and had seven others by adoption,
and they are all my children, equally
beloved and precious. 

––Dale Evans

The first time I saw you was like a dream
come true. �No I didn't give you the gift of
life�Life gave me the gift of you.

––Unknown
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Love Basket unites children and families
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Aaron’s House Maternity Home cele-
brated its one-year anniversary on August
31. One year earlier, the home had wel-
comed its first resident––a 19-year-old girl
who was seven months pregnant and liv-
ing in her car in downtown Kansas City.
They have journeyed with three young
women in the past year and are grateful
for two beautiful,
healthy baby boys with
another one due in
just a few days.

The organization
began from the expe-
rience of its founder,
Jeannine Eddins. As a
teenager, she had cho-
sen to terminate a
pregnancy. Through
her grief and healing,
she felt God asking her
to start a maternity
home for young, preg-
nant girls. She has been so thankful to see
the vision God gave her finally fulfilled.

Aaron’s House is located in Har-
risonville. The organization offers many
services to its clients, including temporary
housing, educational assistance and em-
ployment assistance. While living at
Aaron’s House, girls are given practical
tools to manage a household, shop on a
budget, and resolve conflict with others.

The home pro-
vides access to
parenting and
birth classes, hop-
ing to give these
young women the
resources they
need to begin the
extraordinary
journey called
motherhood. 

Aaron’s House
is looking for op-
portunities to
speak to groups

or churches in the Kansas City area. They
also currently need volunteers to join their
board of directors, event-planning com-

mittee, and resident mentors. If interested,
please send an email to volunteer@aaron-
shouse.org.

Aaron’s House is a 501(c)3 tax-exempt
organization that depends on the gener-
ous financial partnerships of churches, in-
dividuals, and local organizations. They
will be hosting their annual fundraising
event, Abundant Life, on November 3.
The event will be held at the Church of the
Nazarene, 2305 E. South Street in Har-
risonville at 3 p.m. Tours of Aaron’s House
are available from 2:30 p.m. to 2:45 p.m. If
interested in attending the banquet, please
contact Executive Director Clorisa
Bridgers at 816-738-1602. If you’d like to
make a donation to Aaron’s House, please
mail it to PO Box 1097, Harrisonville, MO
64701.
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O�ering children in need: 
• Traditional family settings
• A Christ-centered 

environment & education 
• Licensed Professional 

Counselors (LPC)

• Their own “Path to Purpose”

in the life of a child

Show-Me Christian
Youth Home
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Aaron’s House on a journey

“The home provides
access to parenting and
birth classes, hoping to
give these young women
the resources they need
to begin the extraordinary

journey called
motherhood. ”
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Aaron’s House Maternity Home
PO Box 1097, 1303 Meadow 
Harrisonville, MO
Clorisa Bridgers
816.738.1602
director@aaronshouse.org
www.aaronshouse.org

Adoption & Beyond, Inc.
16236 Metcalf Ave.
Overland Park, KS 66085
Steffany A. Aye
913-381-6919           
adopt@adoption-beyond.org             
www.adoption-beyond.org 

Alpha Christian Children’s Home
15017 27th Street
PO Box 727
Perry, Kansas 66073-0727
Michelle Kincaid
785-597-5235
office@alphachristianchildrenshome.com
www.alphachristianchildrenshome.com

If Not For Grace
PO Box 836
Grain Valley, MO 64029
Lori Driggs
816-847-2911
info@infg.org
www.infg.org

Love Basket, Inc.
Lori Reynolds, MSW
816-419-9898
lori.reynolds@lovebasket.org
www.lovebasket.org
10306 Business 21
Hillsboro, MO
Cheryl Jackson - International Adoption
Lara Kelso - Domestic Adoption
636-797-4100
info@lovebasket.org
www.lovebasket.org

Missouri Baptist Children’s Home
Dawn Hensley
816-795-8878
dawn.hensley@mbch.org
www.mbch.org

Mother’s Refuge
14400 E. 42nd St. South, Suite 220
Independence, MO 64055
Robert Zornes
816-353-8070 
office@mothersrefuge.org
www.mothersrefuge.org

Show-Me Christian Youth Home
Main Campus
24302 Mahin Rd.
La Monte, MO 65337
Chris Ruhnke
660-347-5982
info@showmekids.org
www.showmehelpingkids.org

The Light House
PO Box 22553
Kansas City, MO 64113
Dawn Shipman
816-361-2233
dawn@lighthouse-inc.org
www.lighthousekc.org 

The Women’s Clinic of Kansas City
Deborah Neel
Independence Clinic
815 N Noland Road, Suites 4 & 5
Independence, MO 64050
Grandview Clinic
11904 Blue Ridge Blvd
Grandview, MO 64030
816.836.9000
ea@thewomensclinic.net
www.thewomensclinic.net

ADOPTION &
FOSTER CARE
DIRECTORY

Orphan Sunday
On Orphan Sunday, Christians stand

for the orphan. We are a people called
to defend the fatherless…to care for the
child that has no family…to visit or-
phans in their distress.

On November 3rd, 2013, thousands
of events will echo across America and
around the globe, all sharing a single
goal: that God’s great love for the or-
phan will find echo in our lives as well.

National Adoption Day
National Adoption Day is an effort

to raise awareness of the more than
100,000 children in foster care waiting
to find permanent, loving families. This
annual, one-day event has made the
dreams of thousands of children come
true by working with policymakers,
practitioners and advocates to finalize
adoptions and create and celebrate
adoptive families.

This year the National Adoption Day
Coalition expects 4,500 children in fos-
ter care to be adopted on November 23,
2013.
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Kansas City’s The LIGHT House gives
people an avenue through which to pro-

vide young women with crisis pregnancies
the help they need to ensure the life of

their unborn infants.  Your support gives
you an opportunity to do something pos-

itive about the
abortion problem
we still face in this
great country of
ours.  Yes, it is still
important for
God’s people to
offer an alterna-
tive to these girls
or this problem
will continue to
grow worse and
infants that de-
serve life will con-
tinue to die.

Since 1985,
The LIGHT
House has been
providing Christ-

centered care to young mothers and their
babies. Every woman receives education,
counseling and life skills training along
with prenatal and pregnancy classes. The
LIGHT House strives to provide the most
comprehensive, Christ-centered care to
young ladies facing unplanned pregnan-
cies.  The LIGHT House also provides
outreach services and is a full service
adoption agency licensed by the state of
Missouri.

Did you know that Missouri Maternity
Home Tax Credits are available to LIGHT
House donors who owe taxes in Missouri?
And tax credits can apply against more
than just the state income tax for individ-
uals, corporations, business partners or in-
dividual shareholders of S-corporations.
The credit can also be applied against Mis-
souri:

1) Corporate Income Tax, 

2) Corporate Franchise Tax, 
3) Financial Institution Tax, 
4) Gross Receipts Tax, 
5) Gross Premium Receipts Tax and
6) Fiduciary Tax.
Using these tax credits allows you to

double, triple or even quadruple your gift
when it comes to making a difference in
the lives of these young women and their
unborn infants.  This is because by using
tax credits anywhere from 50 percent to
95.6 percent of your gift would come out
of your taxes instead of out of your pocket.
This allows you to do much more than
otherwise possible.

One of our donors has said:  “When I
learned about these tax credits, I discov-
ered that I would never have to pay in-
come tax to Missouri again.  Each year I
make a tax credit gift that is twice what I
would otherwise give to Missouri in taxes.

So when I give $2,000
to The LIGHT House,
the State of Missouri
refunds me $1,000
from my tax owed.  An
additional benefit is
that I get a federal and
state charitable deduc-
tion on the entire
$2,000 gift as well.”

Even if you do not
itemize deductions (but
still owe Missouri
taxes), you can leverage
your giving and give
twice as much with no
more coming out of
your pocket.  This is like
“designating” your state
taxes to be used by The
LIGHT House to help
young women and un-
born babies.

Call our Develop-
ment Director, Dr.
Robert Springate, at
816-898-0008 or our
Development Officer,
Dr. Tim Ek, at 816-730-
7202.  Either can an-
swer your questions or
calculate what your tax
benefits would be based
on your federal tax
bracket.
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Adoption has been gaining attention
as a national priority in the United States.
More than 150,000 adoptions take place
each year, but there are still 127,000 chil-
dren waiting for adoption in the U.S. fos-
ter care system, as well as infants born to
birth mothers not ready to parent. In light
of Christ's command to care for orphans,
the number of children without loving
homes is more than just another social
issue; adoption is a Christian concern.

Defined as the permanent, legal trans-
fer of parental rights over a child from bi-
ological parents to adoptive parents,
adoption is an important social practice
that promotes the well-being of children,
families and society. Though there are

several different categories of adoption,
every adoption scenario gives adoptive
parents the same rights, responsibilities
and joys as biological parents, and gives
adopted children the same legal, social
and emotional benefits of birth children.

Adoption positively affects all those in-
volved with the process. 

It gives birth mothers the assurance
that their children will be raised in stable
families, gives adoptive parents the joy of
parenting, and gives children the oppor-
tunity to join a permanent family and
grow up in a loving home. Adoption also
promotes the social and economic well-
being of our nation because an adopted
child is less likely (than the child of a sin-

gle mother) to grow up in poverty, more
likely to obtain an education, and more
likely to have an involved father.

Adoption is also connected to impor-
tant social issues, such as the sanctity of
human life and the definition of family.
Adoption upholds the sanctity of human
life by providing a positive alternative to
abortion for birth mothers who feel un-
able to parent. 

Adoption contributes positively to
family formation by creating the oppor-
tunity for children waiting in foster care
to have a loving mother and father—re-
placing what the child has lost.

And yet, the adoption process has been
recently burdened by initiatives that ig-

nore its purpose and promote unrelated
goals. It is no wonder then that the fun-
damental purposes of adoption have
come under attack and that adoption has
become a topic of political controversy.

Christians should recognize the im-
portance of adoption and current politi-

cal threats to the practice. Whether your
family is led to adopt, or not, you can still
be committed to not only promoting
adoption among churches and families,
but also to advocating adoption policies
that promote and defend the well-being
of children, parents and families.

The LIGHT House helps young mothers, offers tax credits to donors

Adoption’s impact on society keeps growing



Mother’s Refuge has been a safe
haven for  more than 1,350 young
mothers and their babies since 1987.
One year ago, on October 8, 2012, a
devastating fire destroyed the residen-
tial living quarters and extensively
damaged the remaining structure.
Today, they continue to use tempo-
rary housing offered by a local church
at the Gathering Place Conference
Center, located at Hwy 291 and
Gudgel in Independence.

In order to rebuild, Mother’s
Refuge will have to meet current
building codes, which will necessitate
a larger footprint to house the same
number of mothers and babies previ-
ously served. The need for housing for
young mother’s in Kansas City con-
tinues to be significant, with many of
the mothers homeless and without re-
sources. Insurance and private donations will only make up a
portion of what is necessary for rebuilding.

Executive Director Robert Zornes said he will never forget
the words that one of the young mothers said as the van carried

the young moms and babies away
from the home the night of the fire.
Zornes says she spoke softly saying, “I
now have no home again.”  

Zornes said those six little words
will forever echo in my mind and the
ministry has never been more deter-
mined to rebuild and continue to pro-
vide a safe home for young moms and
babies. 

Fundraising efforts are under way
to rebuild and refurnish the home.  In
addition to private donations,
Mother’s Refuge is hosting “Taste of
Compassion” on November 2, 2013,
at the Truman Memorial Building
from 5-8 p.m.  Live music, food do-
nated from local restaurants including
Red Lobster, Olive Garden, Cracker
Barrel, The Hotel Rieger, and several
more are the center of the evening,

rounded out by a silent auction and raffle.
Tickets are $25. For more information visit 

www.mothersrefuge.org or call 816-353-8070.
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One year after fire, Mother’s Refuge waits to rebuild
“In order to rebuild, Mother’s
Refuge will have to meet cur-
rent building codes which will
necessitate a larger footprint to
house the same number of

mothers and babies previously
served. The need for housing
for young mother’s in Kansas
City continues to be significant,
with many of the mothers
homeless and without re-

sources.”

Adoption &
Beyond

unique among
agencies

Founded in 1998, Adoption & Beyond
is a not-for-profit child placing agency li-
censed in the states of Kansas and Mis-
souri. It has a board of directors who
oversees the operation of the agency, and
it is run on a daily basis by its founder &
director, Steffany Aye, along with the as-
sistance of a wonderful team of adoption
professionals.

How we’re unique:
n We offer free no-obligation consul-

tations to families so they can learn more
about adoption.
nWe are a 501(c) 3 not-for-profit child

placement agency licensed in both Kansas
and Missouri.
nWe have regional case workers placed

throughout Kansas and Missouri which
enables us to work with families residing
anywhere within both states.
nWe believe in working together with

other adoption professionals to find loving
families for children. Therefore, we have
been networking with local, national and
international adoption resources since we
opened our doors in 1998.
n We are held in high regard for the

quality of our home study services and
our home studies can be utilized for a
local, national or international adoption.
n We offer an organized home study

process which includes a detailed home
study packet that is easy to follow.
n We offer knowledgeable and com-

mitted staff who have been both person-
ally and professionally touched by
adoption.
n We take the time to talk personally

with families when they call with ques-
tions, and we remain available to answer
questions throughout the adoption
process and beyond.
nWe are committed to providing hu-

manitarian aid to children in need.
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