
Topeka Metro Voice   _________________________ MetroVoiceNews.com   _________________________   Facebook/MetroVoiceNews _____________________ October 2013   •    7

 

ADOPTION
continued from page 1

with an international agency.  We were
going to adopt from Ethiopia.  I was
thrilled!  We began the paperwork in April
2009, and began slowly working through
the process. I was wrong.  

God in His infinite wisdom had a differ-
ent plan, and I had some patience to learn.
I was diagnosed with cancer the following
November.  Cancer. Surgery. Radiation.
And the greatest time of peace our family
has ever known.  We knew God was work-
ing in our lives and hearts and rested in
that knowledge.  We were growing.

Having cancer disqualified me from
international adoption.  We would have to
wait five years to begin again.  I was con-
fused.  How could adopting a child not be
God’s plan for us?  By this time, we were all
radically changed.  We were not content
with our “normal American life”, and
knew we needed to put our faith to action.  

We kept hearing about adoption and
caring for orphans and foster care.  We had
never considered becoming foster parents
before.  But it was everywhere.  Radio pro-
grams, sermons, neighbors, friends.
Friends who knew of friends.  You get the
picture.  We went to an informational
meeting just to see what it was all about.
Would we have what it takes?  Our hearts
were united and fully committed as we
began our STARS training that fall, almost
one year after we were told we were dis-
qualified.  

God knew all along where we needed to
be, and had not only united our hearts, He
awakened a deep passion for orphans, chil-
dren in foster care, and their families.

Foster care is hard.  It is messy.  It is
nerve-wracking.  But it is beautiful.  We got
our first placements immediately after get-
ting our license.  Two brothers.  And we
immediately wondered what had we got
ourselves into!  These boys were loud, defi-
ant, and hard to manage.  “Didn’t you say
there was an aunt?  How’s the home study
coming on that aunt?” I would say count-
less times to their caseworker.  

And then the call for a 1-year-old girl,
“Yes, honey.  I know we weren’t taking any
more babies, but it’s just for three months
until her adoptive home is ready.  It’s just
temporary.” Followed by, “If the girls are
going to be adopted together anyway, it
makes sense that we go ahead and let them
bond.  A nine year old will probably be
helpful. She’ll be alone for Christmas. It’s
just temporary.”  

Except for a brief kinship placement,
joyously reunited and so happy today,
none of our children ever left.  I am so
thankful that the aunt didn’t follow
through, and our home wasn’t temporary,
and we took the chance on an older child.
We adopted our boys this past May, two-
and-a-half long years after first receiving
them into our lives.  We also adopted our
nine-year-old daughter this past May, six
months after taking her in so she wouldn’t
be alone for Christmas.  

Our final adoption date was the end of
July, just over a year after we accepted our
not-so-temporary baby girl. Hers is an
open adoption, something we never
thought we would be comfortable with,
but we love her sweet mama just as much
as we love her.  We’re family.

None of our children fit neatly into our
original home study.  Actually, they really
don’t fit at all.  And none of our children
are from Ethiopia.  They are not at all what
we imagined when we began this process.  

They are more.  

They are rowdy and smelly from
exploring the backyard.  They are so proud
of their bikes.  They are compassionate and
truly empathize with others.  They are
loud.  They are emotional.  They are cre-
ative.  They are daughters and sons of the
King.  They are exactly the way their Father
created them to be, and they are finally
thriving because they are loved.  

We never imagined we would have six
children.  The past three years have been
exhausting and amazing.  Our only sad-
ness is realizing we are done–that our sea-
son of foster care is over.  We are at the state
maximum and will have to close our
license with our last adoption at the end of
this month.  

There are so many more children who
need godly homes, even if it is temporary.
Temporary is long enough to introduce
them to Jesus.  Our hearts may break if
they leave, but James 1:27 still calls us to do
it anyway.  If we hadn’t taken a “tempo-
rary” chance, I’m not sure where our chil-
dren would be today.  God is good, and we
will trust in Him as we enter the next sea-
son of life and see what He has in store for
us.

––Melissa is a homeschooling, foster,
adoptive mom and wife to her high school
sweetheart, Toby. They live in
Independence with their six children:
Casen, Moneesha, Kendall, DaQuane,
Davion and  Jasmine. 

    

m HearoF
Infant Adoption Program

An adoption agency you can trust.

    

me Hort tom Hea
Infant Adoption Program

An adoption agency you can trust.

 SL’s 120 year history, 
  b    i  

    

me

An adoption agency you can trust.

        877-581-5437 www.kcsl.org

  been a core service. 
         Let us help fulfill your dream 

            of having a child. 

    www.kcsl.org

2013
AADDOOPPTTIIOONN

FFOOSSTTEERR 
GGUUIIDDEE

&

Christianfamilyadoptionks.com

Topeka Metro Voice   _________________________ MetroVoiceNews.com   _________________________   Facebook/MetroVoiceNews _____________________ October 2013   •    9

   

   

Adopt Kansas Kids works to connect foster and approved adoptive families with children throughout Kansas who 
need adoption. This service is provided by the Kansas Children’s Service League through a contract with the 

Kansas Department for Children and Families (DCF).

www.adoptKSkids.org      877-457-5430 

Every child deserves a loving, caring home.  A family they can call their own. 
A place where they belong. With people who will be there for them always.

To Celebrate 
November as 

National Adoption
Month, Metro Voice
dedicates both our
October and 

November editions
to Adoption and
Foster Care

Do you want to do something beautiful for
God? There is a person who needs you.
This is your chance.        ––Mother Teresa

The Gospel is not a picture of adoption,
adoption is a picture of the Gospel. 

- John Piper

If anybody understands God's ardor for his
children, it's someone who has rescued

an orphan from despair, for that is what
God has done for us. God has adopted
you. God sought you, found you, signed
the papers and took you home. 

––Max Lucado

Time and experience have taught me a
priceless lesson: Any child you take for
your own becomes your own if you give of

yourself to that child. I have born two chil-
dren and had seven others by adoption,
and they are all my children, equally
beloved and precious.         ––Dale Evans

The first time I saw you was like a dream
come true. �No I didn't give you the gift
of life�Life gave me the gift of you.

––Unknown

Most children who enter foster care are
in hopes to be reunited with their family,
but tragically some children can never
return to their family. For them, their
hope is to be adopted by a new family that
will love them as their own. But for Bailey
Day...that wasn’t the case.
Bailey entered foster care at two years

old due to child negligence and abuse and
remained there until she was adopted by
NE Kansas family at the age of five. At first
things were fine, but eventually things
worsened, first through mental and emo-
tional abuse. Then things transgressed to
worse forms of abuse.
Bailey was introduced to Scott & Teresa

Day, owners of Day Insurance Solutions,
when her adoptive parents became insur-
ance agents for them in 2010. It didn’t
take long for the Days to notice that the
relationship between
Bailey and her parents was
difficult. They would
bring Bailey to their office
in Topeka and would
hardly interact with
Bailey. Bailey would sit
quietly in a corner reading
books for hours.
Conversations between
Bailey and her parents
were minimal. And her
parents would speak very
poorly about Bailey right
in front of her. Scott
would say, “Can we take this into my
office?” in regards to some of these con-
versations.
Teresa brought Bailey a book about

horses and would speak to Bailey about
what she had read. Eventually...this would
lead to an invitation from Teresa to Bailey
to go on a horseback ride around Lake
Perry. Bailey enjoyed the weekend and her
parents enjoyed the time without Bailey.
Bailey spending the weekend with the

Days soon became a form of respite
care...happening one to two weekends a
month.
“Bailey would come to our house and

she would hardly speak and would never
laugh,” said Teresa. “We knew something
was terribly wrong.” 
This went on for about 8 months and

then Bailey started rebelling against her
family. She ran away from home and her
parents called law enforcement. Bailey
had borrowed a neighbor’s bike so they
put her under probation and she had a
probation officer. But she was becoming
more and more rebellious to her family.
One day Scott got a call from the fami-

ly and they told him that Bailey had called
a family meeting and informed them that
she wanted to move in with the Days.
Scott and Teresa were totally taken by sur-

prise...as Bailey had never
discussed this with them.
Scott encouraged the fam-
ily to get counseling and to
get it quickly...which they
did. The Day’s later found
out the counseling soon
became “Bailey -bashing”
and her acting out escalat-
ed.
On May 16, 2011...the

Day’s got an email from
the family that said they
were going to return
Bailey to foster care unless

the Days wanted to pick her up on the last
day of school. The Days had a meeting
that lasted less than a minute and Scott
said to Teresa “Go get her...I am not about
to let her go back to the State.” Teresa
picked up Bailey on the last day of school
on May 20, 2011. 
Bailey was twelve when the Days

picked her up and a month later she
turned 13. She had just completed the 7th
grade. “When we took Bailey in...we had

no idea the abuse this little girl had lived
through since the day she was born,” said
Teresa. “With abuse, it takes a long time
for trust to be built.” 
Scott said, “When we first took Bailey

in, I thought God had brought her to us
so that we could have a positive influence
on her life...which we have. But I was
WRONG, God brought Bailey to our
family to deliver Teresa and I back to God.
We are Christians...but were not regularly
attending church. All of Bailey’s issues, tri-
als, and tribulations have opened our eyes
to God’s blessings. We felt the need to
attend church faithfully again. We pray all
the time for Bailey and our family. We are
committed to doing the Lord’s will.”
On December 19, 2011, Scott & Teresa

added Bailey to their family through legal
adoption. “The adoption helped to reaf-
firm our commitment to Bailey,” said
Teresa. “She always used to say that we
would just get rid of her like everyone else
in her life.” The judge that presided over
the adoption said in thirty years he had
never seen a child adopted for a second
time.
And it has not been easy. Bailey would

test the Days constantly, expecting them
to give up on her. “We had to prove to her
that we were not going to give up on her,”
said Scott. “And we also had to prove to
her that our determination was greater
than hers. Her 9th grade year started hor-
ribly and we had many, many issues to
deal with at school and we made the deci-
sion to take her out of public school and
enroll her in online school. She went to
school every day in our office and it was
not easy for Bailey or for us. But it allowed
us to get more counseling for Bailey and it
proved to her that her new parents do not
threaten a consequence, we deliver what
we say.”
Bailey asked for and the Days agreed to

give her one more chance at public school
and she started again this fall. It has been
a much better start than last year...so far
all A’s and a C...and no trips to the
Principal’s office. 
“The process has been gradual, but

watching Bailey grow as a person and
‘come out of her shell’ has been very
rewarding. She is starting to look and act
like a ‘normal and happy’ teenager,” said
Teresa. She is smart and a very funny per-
son and we love her very much! I just
hope that our experience and story will
help lead other older children to that 2nd

chance in life. It may not be easy, but the
rewards of serving the Lord are great and

we now see the purpose of all our lives
together.”

Adopt Me Once...Adopt Me Twice
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Adoption has been gaining attention
as a national priority in the United States.
More than 150,000 adoptions take place
each year, but there are still 127,000 chil-
dren waiting for adoption in the U.S. fos-
ter care system, as well as infants born to
birth mothers not ready to parent. In
light of Christ's command to care for
orphans, the number of children without
loving homes is more than just another
social issue; adoption is a Christian con-
cern.
Defined as the permanent, legal trans-

fer of parental rights over a child from
biological parents to adoptive parents,
adoption is an important social practice
that promotes the well-being of children,
families and society. Though there are

several different categories of adoption,
every adoption scenario gives adoptive
parents the same rights, responsibilities
and joys as biological parents, and gives
adopted children the same legal, social
and emotional benefits of birth children.
Adoption positively affects all those

involved with the process. 
It gives birth mothers the assurance

that their children will be raised in stable
families, gives adoptive parents the joy of
parenting, and gives children the oppor-
tunity to join a permanent family and
grow up in a loving home. Adoption also
promotes the social and economic well-
being of our nation because an adopted
child is less likely (than the child of a sin-
gle mother) to grow up in poverty, more

likely to obtain an education, and more
likely to have an involved father.
Adoption is also connected to impor-

tant social issues, such as the sanctity of
human life and the definition of family.
Adoption upholds the sanctity of
human life by providing a positive alter-
native to abortion for birth mothers who
feel unable to parent. 
Adoption contributes positively to

family formation by creating the oppor-
tunity for children waiting in foster care
to have a loving mother and father—
replacing what the child has lost.
And yet, the adoption process has

been recently burdened by initiatives
that ignore its purpose and promote
unrelated goals. It is no wonder then that

the fundamental purposes of adoption
have come under attack and that adop-
tion has become a topic of political con-
troversy.
Christians should recognize the

importance of adoption and current
political threats to the practice. Whether

your family is led to adopt, or not, you
can still be committed to not only pro-
moting adoption among churches and
families, but also to advocating adoption
policies that promote and defend the
well-being of children, parents and fam-
ilies.

Adoption’s impact on society keeps growing

Often times we are prompted to reach out and do something for someone else through
the motivation of love: we love children; we love making a difference; we love being the hands
and feet of Jesus. But what happens when the embers of that initial love wane and we find
ourselves saying: “this is not what I signed up for!” At this time, we may want to blame God,
ourselves, or another for not “getting it right.” We may even question God on how we got to
where we are, and why we feel so miserable when we’re just following what He led us to do. 
Love-motivated life decisions in answering God’s call can lead us to a crisis of faith. It

can happen in our marriage, our career, our parenting of children born to us. But, it can
especially happen when we answer the call to become a foster or adoptive parent.  
So, what do we do when the harsh bitter winds of reality extinguish the warm flames

of love we experienced in the beginning of our journey? When despite our best efforts we
find ourselves dealing with stuff that we’d rather have avoided, not known about or not
experienced. What can we do when we discover that love alone is not enough?

1. Hold Steady. Do not question yourself or the original decision in light of your
present reality. This is not the time to second guess what you knew in the beginning as
God’s direction or answer to prayer.  

2. Seek God. He oftentimes uses adversity in our lives to draw us closer to Him,
and to strengthen our faith and trust in Him. It is in the toughest times of life, when we
come to the end of our selves, that we gain the greatest glimpse of His glory and power,
and the depth and breadth of His love for us.   

3. Seek support. This is not the time to turn inward and withdraw, or to self-
medicate. Find others who understand what you’re experiencing. Join a support group;
invite another foster or adoptive parent out for coffee or over for dinner. You’ll find that
you are not alone and that what you’re feeling and experiencing is not unique to you.

4. Seek Help. There are times when external adversity triggers internal pain of
unresolved issues long buried or forgotten. When this occurs, it is helpful to seek profes-
sional counseling to work through and address those issues, and keep them in proper per-
spective.

5. Take care of yourself and each other. Draw nearer to God, and to those He’s
put in your life. Don’t let the issue or adversity become a tool of the enemy to destroy what
you have. This is the time to come together and hold steady despite how difficult, or
painful it may be.  

When our love isn’t enough, remember that the Father’s love is enough and that “…in
all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us.” ~ Romans 8:37 

Sharri L. Black may be reached at Shane M. Jones & Associates: 785-266-7732 or shar-
ri@shanemjones.com.

Our adoption journey began with an
email prayer request from a dear friend
asking for prayer for a girl named Olga in
Russia. She was turning four and because of
her Cerebral Palsy, she would be moved
from an orphanage to a mental institution
to spend the rest of her life. This was not the
first prayer request we had received like this.
They were always heartbreaking and we
always prayed for these children. We can’t
explain it, but we instantly knew this one
was different. In this picture, we saw a beau-
tiful girl, a little girl who looked almost
exactly like our four biological children. She
had the same brown eyes, platinum blonde
hair and button nose. She looked just like
our babies that we loved and treasured, but
nobody treasured her and her time was
running out. She needed to be

Bonnie Graham has been a foster par-
ent with TFI Family Services, Inc., in
Topeka for over 8 years. Throughout the
past 8 years, she has primarily opened her
home to teen girls, usually having 3 teens
in her home at a time. There is a great need
for foster parents in general; however there
is a higher need for those willing to pro-
vide care to teenagers. While some are
intimidated by providing care to teenagers,
Graham couldn’t disagree with this more.
Graham shared that she thinks back on
herself as a teen, what she wanted and
needed, and then applies this to the youth
she opens her home to help.  Graham
believes that “teens can make their future
better; they don’t have to continue down
the path of a bad life.” With love, respect,
rules and trust they can develop the skills
to change and go on to have a bright
future. 
Graham has specific rules that every

teen who comes into her home is expected
to follow. She believes that teens actually
want that structure; they know what is
expected of them and the consequences if
they don’t meet those expectations. 
Graham also says, “Be their parent, not

their friend. Children in foster care need
someone to trust and respect, someone to
fight for their rights and needs, who will
teach them the skills they need to be suc-

cessful adults.” The teens in her home are
encouraged to bond and to function as a
family.  Graham holds family meetings
every week. Everyone is allowed to express
their needs, wants, successes, failures, and
whatever they want to share. If a problem
or concern arises, they will discuss it and
come up with a solution.
Another important aspect of fostering

is to treat every child that comes into her
home as family.  Graham shared, “Teens
are very aware of their surroundings; they
know when they are being treated differ-
ently.”
Graham’s foster children go places with

her just like her biological children would.
She makes sure they are dressed like your
average teen. “No one would ever know
they are in foster care by their appearance
or behavior,” said Graham.
Graham attributes a lot of her success to

the training she has received. She says that
through her PS-MAPP training (a
required class to become a foster parent),
she learned the primary goal should be to
help the child return to their family.
Graham works very closely with the bio-
logical families to help them work through
their issues (or the child’s) and be able to
be a functioning family again. When
working with TFI Family Services Intake
and Admissions Department, Graham
shared that she is able to ”ask questions

and to make sure that the child is a good
match for you and your family. It’s ok to
say no to a taking in a child.” Graham also
indicated that occasionally you will have a
child in your home that does not become
a success story. She encourages foster par-
ents to not give up; not every child will be
the fit for your home.  She encourages
other foster parents to “be an optimist, and
expect the best not the worst.” 
Most of the children that Graham has

taken into her home stay with her until
they age out of foster care or return to their
biological families. Graham still keeps in
contact with the majority of the children
that have resided with her. She encourages
others to consider becoming foster parents
especially for those willing to take in teens.
“Teens need love and caring too. It’s not
too late to help a teen change, with guid-
ance and love they can learn life skills while
in your home that they will use later on in
their life to help them become successful
adults,” said Graham.
If you are interested in learning more

about becoming a foster parent through
TFI Family Services, Inc., call 800-279-
9914 or go to the website at tfifamilyser-
vices.org. They will answer any questions
you may have about becoming a foster
parent.  Graham also said that she would
be happy to speak with a prospective foster
parent to answer any question or con-
cerns.  
Will you consider opening your heart

and home to a child?
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Areas of expertise:
• Marriage & Relationships
• Depression • Addictions
• Anxiety • Grief-Loss
• Adoption • Foster Care

COUNSELING
YOU CAN TRUST

When Love Isn’t Enough
By Sharri L. Black, LMSW

A win-win
situation

Fostering Teens can be rewarding
Mary Mcclellan | TFI Family Services

Lifeline Childrens Services

�� Please see WIN-WIN page 11
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Our search began
five years ago,
when I was praying
for God to unite my
husband Toby’s
heart with my own
on adoption or take
away my desire to
adopt.  We already
had two children
biologically.  I was
so eager to go find
our “missing child”
through internation-
al adoption and,
well, I was really
annoying my hus-
band.  
My desperate

prayer at that time
was for God to
change Toby’s heart
or change mine,
because not being
on the same page
was agony.  
All that praying

paid off when he
finally agreed to
begin the steps

Answered Prayers

See ADOPTION page 7By  Melissa Sutherland

My story of changed hearts  and  saved lives 

See Page 7 for Our 2013 Adoption and Foster Care Guide. 
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rescued…quickly. However, adopting her
would be everything we told God we
couldn’t do. Nevertheless, we decided to
share her information and picture with our
four teenagers the next morning. God ten-
dered all of their hearts for this very special
little girl as well and we knew we had to
move forward and try to adopt her. We
were scared and unsure about where this
would take us, but we knew it was directed
by God and we were going to answer the
call with obedience.

God moved mountains and tore down
any obstacles in the way once we started
our process for Olga. This was clearly His
plan for our family. He provided the
finances, the timing, and the resources that
we needed. It was a difficult road for sure
but it was paved with His blessings. When
we went to Russia for our first trip to meet
Olga and sign our referral, it was actually
recommended to us that we choose anoth-
er child. They told us she was a vegetable,
that she was worthless and that she would
never be able to do anything. She had just
been left to lie in a bed for her first four
years of life. However, when we met her and

we held her, we knew that she was made to
be our daughter and that God has such pur-
pose for her life. She didn’t walk or talk, but
there was something in her eyes begging for
us to respond. Against advice, we signed her
referral and as our visits continued that
week, she began responding to our voices
and touches and we saw the look in her eyes
turn to joy. We knew that even if she never
did walk or talk, she would spend every day
of her life being treasured by our family, and
if all we ever saw was that joy in her eyes
each day, that would be enough for us.

We brought Olga home just over a year
ago. It has been an amazing year for our

family as we have been blessed to watch her
transformation. She has a wheelchair now
that allows her to participate in many activ-
ities. She attends preschool and therapy
three times a week. She is learning to com-
municate and is even saying a few words,
including Mama and Daddy, which is
music to our ears. Yes, adopting Olga was a
great thing for her and it did change her life.
But what she has done for our family out-
weighs anything we could have done for
her. She has changed us forever. We still
have lots of learning and growing to do, but
she is teaching us  what the love of a family
and obedience to God’s call does.

b   

WIN-WIN
continued from page 10
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2013
Adoption
and
Foster
Guide


