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What’s Your
Summer

Bucket List?
Don't let the dog days of summer

keep you cooped up! See how many of
these fun things you can check off of
Visit Topeka Inc.'s Summer Bucket List!

1. Cool down with a scoop of famous
brown bread ice cream at the General
Store at Old Prairie Town at Ward-
Meade Historic Site. You won't be able to
have just one scoop.

2. Ride the train and carousel before
wandering around the Topeka Zoo in
Gage Park. Afterwards, stop and smell
the roses at the Reinisch Rose Garden.

3. Take your cardio to the next level by
climbing 296 steps to the top of the
Kansas Capitol.

4. Throw your best ringers, or simply
be a spectator, at the World Horseshoe
Tournament  July 13 - 25.

5. Grab a burger and fries at BoBo's -
a local favorite that was featured on

nn Please see BUCKET LIST page 4

Northland Christian Church

KATHMANDU, Nepal –Bethany
Collier* kept watch in an open field on an
April midnight here, surrounded by five
companions, huddled together nearby in
their sleeping bags.

Participating in Midwestern College’s
Fusion missions program, she and her
friends arrived in Kathmandu four
months earlier to multiply disciples
among the women of Nepal. They never
imagined that, during their trip, a 7.8-

Local students see God’s faithfulness
amid Nepal’s earthquake

by Ben Hawkins

nn Please see EARTHQUAKE page 23

Royals teaming up
with NewSong for

Faith & Family Day

The Kansas City Royals are stepping up
to the plate again this season with their
annual Faith & Family Day on Saturday,
July 11. The event will start soon after the
1:10 p.m. game against the Toronto Blue
Jays.

"These types of events are very impor-
tant," said Dayton Moore, Royals vice pres-
ident and general manager. "If we can pour
into people in a way that allows them to
walk with Christ and have a faith, it's real-
ly, really crucial."

Rod Handley, founder of Character
That Counts, agrees.

"It's a classic win-win proposition for
the local church," he said. "I love the fact

that this event unifies the
church. We're not com-
peting against each
other, but we're really
kingdom-centered."

Just as in the past, the
Royals are partnering
with the Scott Dawson

Evangelistic Association of Birmingham,
Ala. Dawson will speak after several players
share their testimonies, and then NewSong
will perform. This contemporary
Christian group has been nominated for
eight Dove Awards and founded the popu-
lar WinterJam Spectacular.

"The first thing we need is prayer, and
we need people to show up for counselor
training," Dawson said. "And we need your
presence her on that Saturday."

Although the event is a couple of

by Alan Goforth  | Metro Voice

Can we end slavery in our time?
Modern-day slavery is a global epi-

demic. Every year, millions of women
and girls are exploited in the commercial
sex industry. This August, a new genera-
tion of abolitionists is being called to take
a stand. At its fourth annual Abolition
Summit, Exodus Cry will provide “free-
dom fighters” from all over the world
with the training, tools, and motivation
to effectively combat commercial sex
trafficking and exploitation. 

Based in Kansas City, Exodus Cry is a
Christ-centered organization committed
to the abolition of commercial sexual
exploitation and the restoration of vic-

timized persons. Exodus Cry’s three-day
summit will take place at the Folly
Theater in downtown Kansas City on
August 6–8, 2015. 

In addition to becoming equipped
with practical tools to fight sex traffick-
ing, attendees will be energized through a
renewed focus on the hope and healing
offered through Christ. This year’s speak-
ers include human rights advocates, abo-
litionists, and survivors whose diverse
experiences offer unique insight into the
tragedies of exploitation and the
redemptive power of healing. 

Benjamin Nolot is the founder and
CEO of Exodus Cry. Nolot has a passion
for storytelling and was the

Last year’s summit drew over 1,000 peo-
ple. The 2015 event was forced to seek
larger space in downtown Kansas City.

KC to host Abolition
Summit to do just that

nn Please see ABOLITION SUMMIT page 23nn Please see FAITH AND FAMILY page 23

A 4-month-
old baby
pulled from
the rubble
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I recently spent a week with two people
who are lively, filled with joy and utterly
carefree. Though they are both less than
four feet tall and under the age of seven, I
look up to their lives and glean much
from both my son and niece.  I’ve
heard it said that as
adults we can never
really “be” like them.
Children don’t have
responsibilities and
the cares that come
alongside them, adults
do. Therefore, it’s
unrealistic to expect
an adult to experience
the freedom many
children live.

I open my Bible and
the words of Jesus leap
off of the page and
into my heart, “Unless
you change and
become like little children…” (Matthew
18:3). Why would He share these words if
we were not to pursue them? Christ came
to save us from sin and darkness but He
also came to give us life in abundance
(John 10:10). To me that speaks of laugh-
ter, joy and a life that is free in every sense
of the word; one that is not dominated by
the cares of this world, but instead has
released its worries and fears into the
hands of He who gives us life.

When I look at our world today, it
appears dark and hedged in by much trial
and uncertainty.  My son and niece are
not unexposed to the effects of these chal-
lenges, but both remain carefree and
smiling. Is that solely because they are
young, naive and not responsible for the
chaos that surrounds them? While that is
a part, I believe it’s also because they
choose not to focus on it. Instead, they

stop along this
road of life to
enjoy the simple
pleasures of each
moment. Turning
o r d i n a r y
moments into
memorable experi-
ences of fun, they understand how to
truly live. 

Nearly bored to tears during an out-
door shopping trip, I watched as they

spotted a small sec-
tion of grass under a
tree. Rather than just
pass by and complain
about the walk we
were on, they seized
the opportunity and
turned the green car-
pet into a stage. There
they danced, laughed
and turned what to
them was a non-
pleasurable experi-
ence into one of joy.
Why as adults can we
not seem to do the
same? If Christ told

us to become like these little ones to fully
experience Him – I believe it’s something
that must be attainable. “Not that I have
already obtained all this… but I press on
(Philippians 3:12). 

I press on to set aside my intellect,
fears and every other thing I can’t con-
trol and place it into the hands of the
One who sets me free. I press on to laugh
more and worry less. In the detours of
life, I will look for the field of green for
which to dance and relish the moments
of breath that God has blessed me to
breathe. I will exhale the stress and
inhale life. I will look into children’s eyes
after they’ve been told to “grow up” and
tell them that’s wrong. Jesus wants our
hearts young. He wants our joy full. And
He wants our lives free. Embrace that
freedom with me today and delight in
the life God wants you to live.

Jessica Hosman

by Jessica S. Hosman

xxxxxx

Brad Bryant, deputy of elections and legisla-
tive matters

FINDING 
FREEDOM

Life Lessons From a Little One

(WNS)--The U.S. Supreme Court on
June 26 legalized same-sex marriage
nationwide in a sweeping, moralizing
opinion written by Justice Anthony
Kennedy. He delivered the ruling softly
and without much expression, but out-
side the courtroom, huge crowds
swarmed the Supreme Court plaza in
celebration, singing the national anthem.

As anticipated since the high court
first took up the case, the ruling was 5-4,
with Kennedy joining the court’s liberals:
Justices Ruth Bader Ginsburg, Stephen
Breyer, Sonia Sotomayor, and Elena
Kagan. The dissenters—Chief Justice
John Roberts and Justices Antonin Scalia,
Clarence Thomas, and Samuel Alito—
each penned separate dissents, an expres-
sion of profound frustration. Scalia
opened his apoplectic dissent, concurring
with Roberts’ dissent, by saying, “I write
separately to call attention to this court’s
threat to American democracy.”

“Just who do we think we are?” Roberts
asked in the courtroom. “This is a court,
not a legislature.”

With soaring rhetoric, Kennedy
declared in his ruling that same-sex cou-
ples have a fundamental right to marriage
licenses, just as opposite-sex couples do.
He said marriage had evolved over time,
pointing to the end of arranged marriages
and coverture, where women were treated
as a legal non-entity after they married.

“These new insights have strength-
ened, not weakened, the institution of
marriage,” Kennedy wrote.

Then he attempted to define what
marriage is: “The nature of marriage is
that, through its enduring bond, two per-
sons together can find other freedoms,
such as expression, intimacy, and spiritu-
ality.” (Scalia, in his dissent, picked out
such statements and called them “mum-
meries” and “the mystical aphorisms of
the fortune cookie.”)

Kennedy emphasized several times
throughout his ruling that marriage is
between “two persons,” likely in response
to the questions during the oral argu-
ments about whether legalizing polygamy
would necessarily follow a legalization of
gay marriage.

Though technical legal arguments
were not central in Kennedy’s opinion, the
legal question before the court was
whether state laws defining marriage as
between one man and one woman violat-
ed the 14th Amendment, which guaran-
tees due process (the right to liberty) and
equal protection. Kennedy’s ruling said
the state laws violated both.

But he did not create a new “suspect
class” for sexual orientation, a legal term
that means he did not give sexual orienta-
tion the same protections as race or gen-
der. He confined the ruling to say that

state marriage licensing laws violated the
14th Amendment. That means, for now,
the sweeping “fundamental rights” lan-
guage is limited to gay couples’ interac-
tions with the state in acquiring a mar-
riage license.

But the language in Kennedy’s ruling
about state laws demeaning gay people
could be used in other legal scenarios. He
talked about state marriage laws that

“demean” the “dignity” and “nobility” of
same-sex couples.

“It will be used to vilify Americans who
are unwilling to assent to the new ortho-
doxy,” Alito wrote in his dissent. “In the
course of its opinion, the majority com-
pares traditional marriage laws to laws
that denied equal treatment for African-
Americans and women. The implications
of this analogy will be exploited by those
who are determined to stamp out every
vestige of dissent.”

In referring to those who might
oppose gay marriage, Kennedy never used
the word “animus,” which could be help-
ful to religious groups. He said those who
oppose gay marriage could do so “based
on decent and honorable religious or
philosophical premises.” But in the next
sentence he writes that when such person-
al beliefs are “enacted” in public policy,
that “demeans or stigmatizes those whose
own liberty is then denied.”

And in a later paragraph, he attempted
to quell the dissenters’ concerns about
religious liberty.

“[I]t must be emphasized that reli-
gions, and those who adhere to religious
doctrines, may continue to advocate with
utmost, sincere conviction that, by divine
precepts, same-sex marriage should not
be condoned,” Kennedy wrote. “The First

Amendment ensures that religious organ-
izations and persons are given proper pro-
tection as they seek to teach the principles
that are so fulfilling and so central to their
lives and faiths, and to their own deep
aspirations to continue the family struc-
ture they have long revered.”

Roberts didn’t buy it.
“The majority graciously suggests that

religious believers may continue to ‘advo-
cate’ and ‘teach’ their views of marriage,”
Roberts wrote in his dissent. “The First
Amendment guarantees, however, the
freedom to ‘exercise’ religion. Ominously,
that is not a word the majority uses. …
Unfortunately, people of faith can take no
comfort in the treatment they receive
from the majority today.”

Roberts said he expects the court will
soon be asked to consider cases about
how religious exercise conflicts with the
“new right to same-sex marriage.”

Jim Campbell, an attorney with
Alliance Defending Freedom, who han-
dles such constitutional issues, said he
expects that in litigation between gay cou-
ples and religious groups, each will use
different language in the Kennedy opin-
ion. His side will point to the paragraph
on religious protections, and “the other
side will pull out the lofty language.”

“I don’t know how much we can get
out of that paragraph,” Campbell said,
referring to Kennedy’s assertion that reli-
gious organizations will still have First
Amendment protections.

Court Ruling Still Leaves Questions Unanswered

by J.C. Derrick by NICOLA MENZIE

by Emily Belz

“These new insights
have strengthened,
not weakened, the

institution of 
marriage”

Justice Anthony Kennedy

Twitter: More Censorship
(WNS)--Amid the Twitter frenzy
about Bruce Jenner’s gender
switch, people have begun receiv-
ing messages from a Twitter bot
called @she_not_he.  The account
sends an automatic reply to Twitter
users who write about Jenner using
a “he” pronoun. As of Wednesday
morning, the account sent 2,500
tweets to users who refer to Jenner
as “he” instead of “she.” The July
cover of Vanity Fair, featuring
Jenner with the headline “Call me
Caitlyn,” went viral, and Jenner’s
Twitter account reached 1 million
followers in four hours.

newsbriefs
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Uncommon
Prayers

Fred S.
Hollomon
Chaplain Emeritus
Kansas Senate

Prayers like this may be found in my Book of Uncommon Prayers at Book Boutique at the Library, Wolfe’s Camera Shop, the State Capital, and my Web site, fsh-kschap.org

Chaplain’s
Corner

On June 6, 2015, a dedication service
was held at the Heart of America
Memorial Wall for the Unborn, facilitated
by Christians for Life, Inc.  The service
was in honor of Evelyn Ibrahim, former
Board Member who passed away in
November 2014.  Evelyn was the generous
donor of the land at 1216 SE Republican
Avenue for the purpose of giving a voice
to the unborn through the Heart of
America Memorial Wall for the Unborn.

Evelyn’s grandson, August Chapas,
along with his violin teacher, Dorthy
Risebig, played “The Old Rugged Cross.”
A plaque was presented to Lisa Chapas,
Evelyn's daughter.  The plaque will be
mounted on one of the front pillars on

Heavenly Father,
July Fourth is the two hundred and thir-
ty-ninth anniversary of the signing of
the Declaration of Independence. Soon
afterward George Washington became
the first president of the United States
of America. He is known as the Father of
our Country.

He added , “So help me, God!”
To the inaugural oath,

No doubt hoping it would help
Each president’s spiritual growth!

No man we know is prefect,
Including Washington,

But we need to thank You, Lord,
For the good things he has done.

His soldiers must not gamble
Nor get drunk or curse;

And if they disobeyed, O God,
Their life would get much worse!

He encouraged fasting,
Thanksgiving and also prayers;
And today we thank You, Lord,
That Washington really cared!

I Pray in the Name of Jesus Christ
AMEN 

the grounds.  Friends remembered
Evelyn as a person who lived out her
Catholic faith steadfastly; but loved
everyone regardless of their denomina-

tion.  She was called a bridge builder
between Protestants and Catholics.  The
Ibrahims will live on in the hearts of
those left behind.

There were also several guests for the
memorial service who came to honor
the newly engraved names on the wall.
Nancy Warren presented roses to the
families that were memorializing their
children or grandchildren.  Ron
Challacombe sang  "It is Well With My
Soul" and Pastor Gary Roten spoke on
"What life really means."

For more information about the
Memorial Wall, call Barbara Saldivar at
785-267-5777 or go to www.hearto-
famericawall.org.

As we hit the middle of 2015, have you
evaluated whether your governor’s State of
the State address at the beginning of the
year is measuring up?

The American Legislative Exchange
Council recently released its annual State of
the States report, which looks at the fiscal
outlook of all 50 states with a critical eye on

gubernatorial records. This year, Kansas
and Maine were seen as the rising stars as
they both project to phase out their
income taxes entirely.

In Kansas, despite shouting from left-
leaning editorial sites like Salon,
Republican Gov. Sam Brownback’s per-
formance is actually respectable. The
unemployment rate stands at 4.3 percent,
the same as it was in early 2007, and yet
there are more people in the labor force.

In comparison, New York State, under
Democratic Gov. Andrew Cuomo, is back
to mid-2008 unemployment levels, but
with 100,000 fewer people in the work
force. 

In Maine, Republican Gov. Paul LePage
wants to go as far as making an amend-
ment to his state’s constitution in order to
permanently ban the income tax. To com-
pensate for the revenue shortfall – which
also includes repealing the estate tax and
lower corporate tax – LePage proposes to
increase the sales tax since it’s less destruc-

tive to wealth creation than the income tax.
He also wants to give local governments
more freedom to increase their own taxes.

But they will have to watch out since
neighboring New Hampshire has neither
income nor sales taxes.

Areas of expertise:
• Marriage & Relationships
• Depression • Addictions
• Anxiety • Grief-Loss
• Adoption • Foster Care

COUNSELING
YOU CAN TRUST

by NICOLA MENZIE

The Jayhawk Theatre Makeover
has been in full swing lately. 

Thanks to the many volunteers
who pitched in over the last few
weeks, much work has been com-
pleted at the theatre during the
month of June. Paint, drywall, car-
pet and more have the old theatre
showing new life. The original
lobby and Kandy Nook have been

renovated, including new carpet,
counters and neon signs replicat-
ing the original design. The
Jayhawk Theatre offices, restrooms
and event space are being renovat-
ed as well. This will allow us to
hold more events and raise funds
for the eventual full-scale restora-
tion.

A fundraiser was held on June
12, called Act One, with catering
and live entertainment, making
use of the new stage lighting appa-
ratus. In addition, 43 backers of a
Kickstarter campaign raised
another $3,225 in June.

Loan papers have been signed
for a line of credit to get started on
the temporary re-roof and full

engineering study. This $65,000
grant was made possible by the
Heritage Trust Fund through the
Kansas State Historic Preservation
Office. The grant was awarded in
2012 but could not get the funding
to move forward until now.

In April the Topeka City
Council voted to provide $100,000
to the Jayhawk State Theatre to

finance part of the restoration
project targeted at helping turn it
into a tourist attraction that can be
open on a regular basis.

The money, which comes from
the Transient Guest Tax program
that is collected when out of town
visitors stay in Topeka hotels,  will
go to replace the marquee that for-
merly adorned the entrance to the
theater, which closed in 1976.
Other pledges total $10,000 in
cash and $15,000 in in-kind dona-
tions.

Finishing the remodel and
opening a concert and movie
venue in the 900-seat space would
spur locals and outsiders to visit
downtown.

Jayhawk Theatre Getting Makeover

Christians For Life, Inc. Remembers the Ibrahims

Spotlight shines on Kansas and Maine in ‘State of the States’
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g News
Analysis

by Jessica Brooks

xxxxxxxx

nn Please see VETERAN page 23

by Grayson Quay | Watchdog Arena

Diners, Drive-Ins and Dives.
6. Grab your fishing rod and try to

catch a fish or two at Lake Shawnee.
7. "Check out" the Topeka and

Shawnee County Public Library for lots
of great books, movies and activities.

8. Take part in a burger eating contest!
Try to down a 3-pound burger and fries
in 45 minutes or less at Speck's Bar and
Grill.

9. The apple pie at Bradley's Corner
Café is amazing! Stop by and order a
slice, or two.

10. Go on an adventure around the
capital city on Visit Topeka's Geocache
tour.

11. "Fly" over to the Combat Air
Museum to test out your landing skills
with the flight simulator.

12. Eat,
dance and play
at the 82nd
Annual Fiesta
Mexicana  July
14-18.

13. Take a look at a replica of the offi-
cer's tent from the TV show "M.A.S.H."
at the Museum of the Kansas National
Guard.

14. Take your picture with Dwight D.
Eisenhower and Amelia Earhart at the
Kansas Museum of History.

15. No bumpers allowed! See how
many strikes you can get at West Ridge
Lanes and Gage Bowl.

16. See what
gorgeous design
you get on top of
your hot coffee
when you stop at
PT's Coffee at College Hill.

17. Play a bit of laser tag, climb a rock-
wall and bounce around at
Trampolazerrockball Park.

18. Order the Cup of Heaven from
Lonnie Q's BBQ. Make sure to get there
early!

19. Get your suit on and enjoy the lazy
river at the
S h a w n e e
North Family
A q u a t i c
Center.

20. Catch dinner and a show at Topeka
Civic Theatre. The Wizard of Oz is play-
ing July 10 - August 15! 

21. Pick some cherries, peaches and
strawberries at Ree's fruit farm. Don't
forget to pick up an apple doughnut or
apple slush!

22. Load up on fresh produce and
baked goods at the Downtown Topeka
Farmers Market.

23. Grab a bike and ride along the bike
and trike path before climbing up to
theTreeTop Treehouse at the Kansas
Children's Discovery Center.

24. Try not to tip! Rent a paddle boat
and swim around Lake Shawnee.

25. Strap on your walking shoes and
take a hike on the trails of MacLennan
Park, surrounding Cedar Crest.

26. Make your own soy candle with
your friends at Marion Lane Candles in
the Brookwood Shopping Center.

27. Ditch the car for a day! Rent a
Topeka Metro Bike to get  around town.

28. Tour the former home of Charles
Curtis, the only U.S. vice president of
Native American descent.

29. Bring your popcorn and lawn

BUCKET LIST
continued from page 1Religious Liberty is a 

Freedom to Enjoy
by John Potter | Military Chaplain

As July the fourth approaches, I am
mindful of the freedoms we have in
America. Our nation was built on the
ideas of life, liberty, and the pursuit of
happiness. Religious freedom is a large
part of the liberties we enjoy.

Certain rights were held so highly by
our founders that they decided to
amend the Constitution and guarantee
personal free-
doms. The First
A m e n d m e n t
would protect
our ability to
w o r s h i p .
“Congress shall
make no law
respecting an
establishment of religion, or prohibit-
ing the free exercise thereof . . . .”

The Establishment Clause prohibits
Congress from creating a national reli-
gion. They cannot establish one faith
for the people of America. This is how
England and her colonies operated
prior to the Revolution. Laws were in
place to fine people who attended a
religious assembly other than the
Church of England. It allowed magis-
trates and authorities to shutter the
churches of outlying religious groups.
Clergy outside the Church of England
could be fined for preaching, express-
ing their religious views, or sharing the
gospel. Even people who allowed a reli-
gious assembly in their own home
could receive a huge fine.

People during this time had little to

no religious freedom. British law
required citizens to attend worship
services. Practicing your faith in a dif-
ferent manner or practicing a different
faith, one not permitted by the govern-
ment, could be grounds for your arrest,
conviction, or execution. Our founders
wanted to insure that America would
not return to the ways of England by

establishing a
state church, and
punishing people
for practicing
their individual
faith.

The Free
Exercise Clause
reserves the right

of Americans to accept religious beliefs
and engage in their individual religious
practices. The clause protects not just
religious beliefs but actions made on
behalf of those beliefs. In short, govern-
ment should not prohibit people from
practicing their faith.

As an American, I enjoy more reli-
gious freedom than a majority of peo-
ple across the globe. I am a blessed man
who can worship Christ. As a
Christian, I have not been persecuted
for my faith or forced to embrace
another religion. My country protects
me and my personal freedoms. Many
Christians do not have the blessings of
liberty that I know.

May God continue to bless the free-
doms of our land and keep them in
place, now and in generations to come.

“Ann” has come every day in her
wheelchair with her three grandchil-
dren to feed them lunch from the
mobile canteen at the Echo Ridge
housing authority neighborhood.
“Mary” has three teenagers at home
this summer at the Pine Ridge housing
authority neighborhood and she was-
n’t sure how she was going to be able to
afford to feed them all summer. She
states, “They eat like teenagers…a lot.”
What these two women have in com-
mon is free lunches for their children
provided through the collaboration of
three agencies – Topeka Public Schools
Child Nutrition Services, Topeka
Housing Authority and The Salvation
Army. Together the Summer Mobile
Feeding program is providing free
lunches to children 18 years and
younger at two sites – Echo Ridge &
Pine Ridge – so that children won’t go
hungry this summer. Beverly Peterson,
development director for The
Salvation Army, states, “The beauty of
this program is that children don’t
only have to live in the housing units,
they just have to come to the site at the
right times to get a free lunch.”  

While the protein-packed meals and
milk are provided by the Topeka
Public Schools Child Nutrition
Services are free, Topeka Housing
Authority representative, Arnold
Downing, vice president of leasing and
tenant Services, believes there are

many families not taking advantage of
this unique service. He states, “The
food service program is an amazing
benefit for the children and families in
this community. The program was
implemented for our families and it
would be wonderful if we could have
more families and kids participating in
it. The other amazing thing about this
service is that although the kids are
expected to stay at the playground site
and eat their lunch, we are seeing more
families take advantage of the wonder-
ful new playground amenities.
Families are spending quality time
with their kids walking the Born
Learning Trail and swinging with their
kids. We need families to come out and
participate in this service. It’s the first
time we’ve had the opportunity to
implement a summer food service
program for the entire community of
Pine Ridge and its truly an amazing
thing to see.” Efforts by all three agen-
cies to provide community outreach
and engagement is on-going, and the
best way to let people know is commu-
nication through all media outlets and
word of mouth from participants,
according to Mr. Downing. 

The program will continue through
August 7, Mondays through Fridays,
from 11:00 am – 11:30 am at Echo
Ridge, 2021 SE Market; and from
11:45 am – 12:15 pm at Pine Ridge,
1100 SE Highland.

chair to enjoy The Lego Movie and
Sandlot by the Capitol lawn.

30. Put on your walking shoes and
attend a First Friday Artwalk at locations
across Topeka.

31. Visit the final resting places of sev-
eral famous Topekans at the Historic
Topeka Cemetery.

32. Grab a sweet treat from Hazel Hill
Chocolate in downtown Topeka. We love
the truffles!

33. Stop by Truckhenge to see antique
trucks jutting out of the ground!

34. Grab a disc golf disc and test your
skills on the course at Lake Shawnee or
Crestview Park.

35. Learn about the 1954 Supreme

Court case that ruled segregation in pub-
lic schools was unconstitutional by visit-
ing the Brown v. Board of Education
National Historic Site.

36. Explore Topeka's railroad heritage,
and feel the building rattle as trains race
on by at the Great Overland Station.

37. Take a peek into the past by look-
ing at 30 rare Harley-Davidsons at
Yesterday's Motorcycle Museum at
Historic Harley-Davidson.

38. See for yourself how beautiful
the city is by taking a tour of the city's
new murals at Meadows Elementary
School, Avondale East NetReach
Center and the corner of Huntoon &
Lane.

Three Agencies Collaborate To Feed Kids

Summer in Shorts Video Contest
Grab your camera and highlight your favorite things to do in the Capital City.
Summer in Shorts is a creative competition that encourages people to submit

short videos about their favorite events in Topeka. Make sure to tell why it's your
favorite!  

Videos must be submitted to Visit Topeka Inc. by Labor Day to be considered.
A selection committee will review the videos after the deadline. The top three
winners will receive money for the creator AND their event. 1st Place: $250; 2nd
Place: $150; 3rd Place: $50

The Kansas tax increase that passed
last week includes a tax on electronic cig-
arettes that may cause an emerging
industry to go up in smoke.

The tax plan, which many Republican
legislators voted for unwillingly in order
to plug a $400 million budget deficit
before drastic cuts became necessary,
will generate most of its revenue from
increases to sales tax and cigarette tax
and from postponements of Republican
Gov. Sam Brownback’s planned income
tax cuts.

Near the end of the session, however,
Republican state Sen. Les Donovan
introduced an additional tax on elec-
tronic cigarettes.

Lawmakers expect the fifty-cent per
pack increase in cigarette taxes to raise
$40.4 million dollars per year, while the
tax on e-cigs, which is set to take effect in
July 2016, will only bring in about $2
million per year, around half of one per-
cent of the budget deficit.

Donovan introduced his amendment
on June 1, day 102 of a legislative session
that was supposed to last 90 days but
ended up lasting a record-setting 113.
The tax he proposed, and which eventu-
ally passed, imposes an excise tax of 20
cents per milliliter on the liquid used to
operate electronic cigarettes and vaping
pens.

Since this liquid is usually sold in 30
milliliter bottles, the tax would come to
six dollars per bottle in addition to the
6.5 percent sales tax consumers will
already be paying. Topeka vape shop

kenVape sells several varieties of e-liquid,
generally charging $9.95 for a 30 milli-
liter bottle. Once all taxes had been
imposed, the same bottle would cost
$16.60.

Spencer Duncan, a representative of
the Kansas Vapers Association, said that
the eleventh-hour introduction of the e-
cigarette tax came as a surprise to him
and to the industry he represents.
Duncan said that most of the businesses
that sell electronic cigarettes and e-liquid
are small, locally owned shops that will
be hit hard by the tax increase.

“Economically it’s devastating,”
Duncan explained, pointing out that
vape shops in Kansas City, Kan., will like-
ly lose customers to similar establish-
ments in Kansas City, Mo., where there is
no such tax.

The American Lung Association has
expressed skepticism toward claims that
e-cigarettes can help smokers quit,
pointing out that the “FDA’s Center for
Drug Evaluation and Research has not
approved any e-cigarette as a safe and
effective method to help smokers quit.”
The association also argues that claims
that e-cigs are healthier than traditional
cigarettes are difficult to verify due to the
lack of FDA oversight.

Kansas e-cig tax could e-vape-orate the industry
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buy bonds — and I’m not going to — it
definitely wouldn’t be right now. It does-
n’t take much of a move in interest rates
for bond prices to go down dramatically.
—Dave

Budget together!

Dear Dave,
I have a question about budgeting. I give
myself and my husband $150 a month
each for blow money to be used on
whatever we want. I’m upset because he
spends all his eating out, then he buys
other things he wants that he has no
money for. Am I being too stingy?
Cheryl

Dear Cheryl,
I think you guys are handling your
money poorly. You’re acting like his
mother instead of his wife, and he’s act-
ing like a little boy instead of a man. You
don’t want to give your husband an
allowance and then not be happy when
he spends money “he didn’t have”
because he went over what you dictated
to him. That’s a bad budget process.

The budget process, if you’re the nerd in
the family, should start with you writing
it all out. Then he sits down with you, has
an equal say in the decisions and you two
okay it together. He needs to understand
that this is you asking him to man-up
and be part of the decision-making
process, so that you can both be in agree-
ment as to what’s best for the family. In
one sense, you may not like it at first,
because right now you’ve got control of
things. But in another sense, I’ll bet
you’re pretty tired of carrying the weight
of all the financial decision making and
being the only adult in the household.

He doesn’t even have to work on all that

much. I want you to lay it out, but I
expect him to sit down and go over it all
with you. You’re not asking him to be an
accountant with a pocket protector, but
you have every right to expect him to be
in on the decisions that are made about
your family and your finances!
—Dave

Stay with the bank

Dear Dave,
My wife and I are debt-free except for our
home, and we’re currently putting money
aside for our fully loaded emergency fund
of three to six months of expenses.
Currently, we have our emergency fund
account in the same bank as our checking
and savings accounts. Do you think we
should move it to a different bank?
Steve

Dear Steve,
I wouldn’t worry too much about that if
I were you. The only exception to that
might be if you had loans that you owed
to that same bank. Then, I would proba-
bly move my emergency fund out of
there just in case something went wrong
with the loans.

Some commercial loan documents now
give the bank the right to take money out
of your account to pay the loan — with-
out your permission. If you had a car
loan, for instance, with that particular
bank, I wouldn’t keep a bunch of money
in that bank. They normally don’t do
that unless you’re way behind on the bill
— and then it gets pretty adversarial.
Sometimes there can be things like a
simple clerical error, and there’s no
chance of that happening if the money’s
in another bank. But in your situation, I
don’t see any harm in you being there.
—Dave

Dear Dave,
My husband and I have been following
your plan. We just paid cash for our new
home after selling the old one, so we’re
out of the Baby Steps. But we’ve still got
about $50,000 in student loan debt
hanging over our heads. We make over
$100,000 a year combined, so how
would you suggest handling this?
Stephanie

Dear Stephanie,
Whoa, hang on a minute! I think you’re
a little confused about the steps in my
plan. You’re not out of the Baby Steps
quite yet. You just got Baby Step 6, which
is pay off your mortgage, done ahead of
time.

Go back to Baby Step 2, which involves
paying off all your debt except for your
house, and take care of the student loans.

You guys make good money, so it
shouldn’t take long at all. After that, if
you haven’t already, move to Baby Step 3
and set aside a fully loaded emergency
fund of three to six months of expenses.
Baby Step 4 is investing 15 percent of
your income for retirement, and Baby
Step 5 means putting aside money for
the kids’ college education — if you have
kids. The seventh Baby Step is building
wealth and giving.

I hope that helps straighten things out.
The good news is you won’t have to fight
through a house payment while you’re
paying off the student loan debt. So for
now, just get into attack mode and make
it disappear. Then, move on to the other
steps. Other than getting the sequence a
little mixed up, you guys are doing great!
—Dave

Do no more damage

Dear Dave,
I’m returning to school to finish my
degree this year, and I’m going to ask my
girlfriend to marry me. We both have
decent jobs, but I also have some previ-
ous student loans that I could put into
deferment. Do you think I should pay off
the debt before getting engaged?
Colton

Dear Colton,
Congrats on finding that special some-
one! Now, if I were in your shoes, here’s
the way I line up my priorities.

First, don’t do any more damage where
debt is concerned. I want you to pay cash
for your food, lights, water, gas for your
car and housing. Obviously, you have to
live, but I want you to all this without
adding any new debt. The next priority
would be to pay for college, and pay cash
for your tuition and stuff from this point
forward. Remember, no new debt!

After that, let’s save up and pay cash for a
nice, inexpensive ring. The student loan
debt comes last through deferment. I’d
really attack it with a vengeance after I
was married, out of school and had an
even better job and bigger income.

You’re going to be a busy guy for a while,
but I’ll bet this lady’s worth it. Gaining
control of your finances now will be a
great gift for you both when you start
your new life together.
—Dave

Stick with mutual funds

Dear Dave,
I’ve been following your plan, and I have
my emergency fund in place and am
investing in mutual funds. Recently, a
financial planner recommended bonds
to me. What is your opinion on this?
Becky

Dear Becky,
I don’t recommend bonds at all right
now. I’m not a fan of them, and I don’t
own any. The bond market is almost as
volatile as the stock market, and it does-
n’t pay nearly as much on average.

On top of all that, bond prices work at an
inverse of interest rates. In other words,
as interest rates rise, bond prices go
down. Long-term interest rates are still
really low. If you were to buy a bunch of
bonds right now, and interest rates went
up even one percent, you could lose a lot!

I recommend mutual funds and good
growth stock mutual funds. There are
always some bonds mixed in with a
growth and income fund, and I’m not
opposed to that to some degree, but it’s
not my favorite. So, if I were ever going to

Out of step with the Baby Steps DAVE 
RAMSEY
Financial author,
radio host, television
personality, and 
motivational speaker

davesays

Dear Dave,
My daughter is in her late twen-

ties, and she has a good job mak-
ing $50,000 a year. The other day,
she told me she has $15,000 in
credit card debt and has financed
an expensive car she�s upside
down on. Her apartment in
Omaha costs $600 a month, and
she is asking for help to get out of
the hole. We tried to teach her
how to handle money, but appar-
ently it didn�t work. How do you
think I should handle this situa-
tion?

� Cindy
Dear Cindy,
Here�s what I would tell her if

she were my kid in that situation.
First, I�m not paying for your
problem to go away. I�d tell her to
sell the car and get a cheap little
beater. She�ll have to get a small
loan to cover the difference, but it
will rid her of a car payment. And
hey, a little bit of debt is better
than a whole lot of debt � espe-
cially when the debt is on some-
thing that�s going down in value.
After that, she can get a part-time

job and work her tail off until she
cleans up the mess she made.
I know all this sounds harsh,

but this girl had a good thing
going and she screwed it up by
being impulsive and immature.
Think about it; she�s making
$50,000 a year, and only $7,200
of that was going toward rent.
Her taxes aren�t that much, so
where�s the rest of the money
going? I�m guessing a big chunk
is being wasted on restaurants,
goofing off and other stuff she
doesn�t really need.
Let her wallow in it and worry

about things for while first,
though. Then, if she�s willing to
accept responsibility for her
actions, and she starts working
hard toward handling her money
wisely, you might help her out
once in a while. Every time she
pays off $1,000, you could add
$500 to the next payment. But I�d
test her resolve first to see if she
wants it badly enough!

� DAVE
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Clay Center, Kansas – During
September 1861 President Abraham
Lincoln signed a proclamation calling
for a national observance of “public
humiliation, prayer and fasting.”  Why?
Months earlier the Union troops came
under fire at Fort Sumter sending the
teetering nation into a bloody civil war.
Lincoln discerned the days ahead would
be long, dark and critical for the future
of America.  He urged his fellow coun-
trymen to offer “fervent supplications to
Almighty God for the safety and welfare
of these States, His blessings on their

arms, and a speedy restoration of peace.”
The President knew he needed power
and wisdom beyond himself. He knew
only the God of heaven and earth could
save his divided nation. 

Lincoln’s approach to a national crisis
is much different than the modern era.
Today’s leaders respond to a crisis by
urging citizens to “rebuild”, “not quit”,
promising to “bring justice” and “what-
ever resources are needed.”  It is a
response that trusts in the people and
government to overcome with no men-
tion of the need for God or the problem
of evil. 

During these times it appears motiva-
tional and inspiring to urge people
onward reminding them of the pioneer-
ing, self-reliant American spirit in our
country’s history.  Even so, is that really
our best way to respond to tragedy, nat-
ural disasters, war, crime, economic tur-
moil and political divides?

One army faced great odds as they
lined up for battle yet they succeeded.

The reason for their success was based
on who they trusted in.  The Bible says
“The men of Judah prevailed, because
they relied on the Lord” (2 Chronicles
13:18).  Almighty God is the one who
raises up nations and allows them to
crumble.  We think too highly of our-
selves if we believe America’s future rests
in our hands alone.  It reveals a national
arrogance.  The Scriptures say, “For God
opposes the proud but gives grace to the
humble” (1 Peter 5:6).  During crises we

do not need God’s opposition, rather we
need His grace.

There is only one being who is power-
ful enough to rescue America, Almighty
God. When our nation faces crises may
our leaders and a humble remnant bow
before the Most High with unwavering
faith and seek His intervention. May
God Hi

Clint Decker is President &
Evangelist with Great Awakenings, Inc.
cdecker@greatawakenings.org

CLINT 
DECKER 
President and
Evangelist with
Great
Awakenings, Inc.

hopefortoday

Does America Need God?

Doctor: And where do you live
Simon? Simon (demon within offender
patient May Hobbes): I live in the weak
and wounded… doc.” 

-Excerpt from the movie 'Session 9'.

I often reflect on the fictional entity
Simon—in the movie above, Session 9,
when dealing with or studying violent
offenders and criminality. Simon was
an evil entity that attached itself to
weak and wounded individuals—
eventually taking them over entirely
and compelling them to kill. 

Let me state for the record that as a
Black man and a Christian, I believe in
evil and a devil as surely as I do in
Christ and angels. Let me also be clear
in this regard, people don’t need the
help of dark forces to kill. It’s already
in our nature. To spiritualize every-
thing would be a mistake and bad the-
ology. Dylan Roof found a cause. He
thought about it; embraced it and
shocked the world. This craving for
attention was simply manifested in the
quickest way to headlines— violence. I
refuse to make this solely about race. 

It is true he hated Blacks. It’s also
true he is a terrorist and evil predator
who found a cause. Dylan is just one

more case of a deviant, young lethal
mind with the means and motives to
carry out his mission. Their number is
increasing, and this is much bigger
than a race issue. Here’s why. 

Homicidal folks are able to tell us
why they chose their course action and
often do. Our current explanations
don’t match the diverse profiles of
those who engage in these binges
whether here in the states or abroad.
The mentally ill Cho Seung-Hui of
Virginia Tech left us his rambling rea-
sons about the wealth and indifference
of society, and former LAPD officer
Christopher Dorner followed suit in a
diatribe about injustice and racism.
Madman Anders Breivik of Norway
was calling Europe back to its racially
pure heritage. Their desire did not
need to be unmasked; they clearly told
us why. (Although Sandy Hook perpe-
trator Adam Lanza gave no reason for
his sadistic actions, but it is clear he
wanted to leave a statement and be
remembered.)

We should also remember the Santa
Barbara Killer, Elliot Rodger and his

obsession with women and his hatred
toward black males. For these offend-
ers, violence was the public vehicle to
call attention to their arrival and the
twisted views the publicized, hoping to
imprint their image on public con-
sciousness into the foreseeable future.

Recognize that deviant killers feed
off public spectacles of bloodshed.
They seek to engage in acts that simul-
taneously traumatize and mesmerize
viewers—us, while seeking to inspire
or recruit those of a similar bent mind.
As it is with all scientific inquiry, we
now look for repeatable observable
phenomena that will yield answers to

the spike in mass murderers. We
should use these crises as opportuni-
ties to channel public outrage toward
real solutions. The political, racial, and
emotional dialogue that leads to finger
pointing about the root causes of vio-
lence must be replaced with research

driven approaches.
Social science already reveals some

answers and we need to heed the data.
There are lethal minds among us that
commit these types of crimes and the
majority of the participants are young,
alienated, troubled males. They are
“wounded and weak” on many levels.
We should start there. We need honest
analysis.

Often in crises it brings out our best
and brightest, but it also brings out all
types sycophants and their hidden
agendas. We have to guard against this,
or every crisis that befalls us will be
hijacked by irrational solutions. My
hope is common sense and research
will prevail.

––Metro Voice Contributor Hakim
Hazim is the founder of Relevant Now
and Cofounder of Freedom Squared. He
is a nationally recognized expert in deci-
sion analysis, criminality and security.

Charleston Killer: Another lethal mind with means and motives
HAKIM HAZIM
Founder of Relevant
Now, author and
co-founder of 
Freedom2, and
national security
expert

viewpoint

“…deviant killers feed off public spectacles
of bloodshed. They seek to engage in acts

that simultaneously traumatize and 
mesmerize viewers — us…”
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The U.S. Supreme Court has ruled that there is a
federal constitutional right to same-sex marriage. The
Court’s sweeping ruling has the net effect of legalizing
same-sex marriage at the federal and state levels
across the entire country. The ruling effectively
negates 31 state marriage amendments plus other
states’ laws safeguarding man/woman marriage, and
imposes a Roe v. Wade 50-state mandate, requiring
every state to license and recognize same-sex mar-
riages.

Justice Anthony Kennedy sided with the liberal
wing of the U.S. Supreme Court in a 5-4 decision that
one-man one woman marriage laws violate the equal
protection clause of the 14th Amendment. The
majority decision, written by Kennedy, held that mar-
riage is a “fundamental right” guaranteed by the “due
process” clause of the 14th and can’t be denied to
same-sex couples.

Justices Ginsburg, Breyer, Kagan and Sotomayor
joined in the majority decision.

Justices Scalia, Roberts, Alito and Thomas each
filed dissenting opinions.

How did we get here?

Truth be told, the journey towards the redefinition
of marriage started decades ago. What we see today as
a legal shift in definition has its roots in steady and sig-
nificant cultural change.

There was once a millennia-old, cross-cultural
understanding that marriage was the lifelong union
of a man and a woman. This definition helped protect
children born from that union. Indeed, bringing chil-
dren into this world has historically been understood
to be a primary function of marriage. In that sense,
marriage, sex and childbearing were linked in the
minds of people, and were usually linked in practice.

And then, in the 1960s, the Sexual Revolution hap-
pened. The events that took place during this period
helped break the “iron triangle” of marriage, sex, and

childbearing, which ushered in monumental changes
in our nation’s collective worldview and culture.

One such event happened on May 9, 1960, when
the Food and Drug Administration approved the sale
and use of the Pill. As my friend Dr. Al Mohler point-
ed out in his excellent article recognizing the 50th
anniversary of the Pill, this form of birth control
turned pregnancy – and thus children – into elective
choices, rather than natural gifts of the marital union.
But then again, the marital union was itself weakened
by the Pill, because the avoidance of pregnancy facili-
tated adultery and other forms of non-marital sex. In
some hands, the Pill became a human pesticide.

Cohabitation rates also increased during the Sexual
Revolution, further weakening the institution of mar-
riage. With easy access to birth control and nation-
wide access to abortion eventually arriving after the
Roe v Wade decision in 1973, it was easier for couples
to opt out of marriage. Many did, and cohabitation
rates have skyrocketed. In fact, we have seen a 35-fold
increase in the rate of cohabitation between 1960 and
2010. The devaluing of marriage in favor of merely
living together has accelerated even further among
the millennial generation.

No-fault divorce dealt another blow to marriage
when California first adopted such legislation signed
into law by then Governor Ronald Reagan in 1970.
The ability to dissolve a marriage without having to
show legal wrongdoing has been available in all 50
states since 1985.

Taken together, these developments helped reduce
marriage, in the eyes of many, to simply an act of
emotional love. No longer did the majority of people
hold a conjugal view of marriage – that marriage is
the lifelong, exclusive union of a man and woman
who, in most cases, have and raise their children
together.

Once that basic, historic cultural understanding of
marriage was breached, it became easier for people to
accept an alternate definition of marriage as the
union of two men, or two women. After all, isn’t love
love? Isn’t all love equal? That’s the argument activists

have carried out as they sought to normalize homo-
sexuality and, more recently, the idea of same-sex
“marriage” and parenting.

Unfortunately, the Church, being made up of falli-
ble and imperfect people, didn’t do all it could to pro-
vide a counterbalance, an alternative to the changes
happening in the culture. When we could have
offered a vision of God’s design and plan for marriage
and family, many instead found themselves wrapped
up in the cultural revolution.

When we could have encouraged young couples in
love to marry, we told them to postpone marriage
until after they had a college education, stable job and
a healthy bank account. No longer was marriage an
institution that helped shape and mature young peo-
ple. Rather, it became the “cherry on top” after they
had achieved a certain level of success.

When we could have offered a bright, shining
example of the vitality and joy that can be found in a
Christ-centered marriage, in many cases, Christian
divorce rates rivaled the world’s.

No wonder a homosexual activist once asked me,
“Since Christians haven’t done so well in the arena of
marriage, why not let us try?”

What my friend doesn’t understand is that the real-
ity and wisdom of God’s definition isn’t any less true
just because Christians as a whole have struggled in

our responsibility to champion and live out marriage
as well as we could have.

Despite our shortcomings, God’s design of one
man and one woman marriage, committed for life,
welcoming and raising children together, remains the
best model of family there is.

Nothing else benefits men, women and children
more than biblical marriage.

More importantly, nothing else more beautifully
represents the Gospel.

They say that law is downstream from culture. In
that sense, what happened on May 17, 2004, when
Massachusetts became the first state in the Union to
sanction same-sex marriage, was a long time coming.

But law also shapes culture. That’s one reason we at
Focus are committed to doing all we can to help pre-
serve the definition of marriage in our country.

However, our commitment to God’s truth goes
beyond the law.

Our team here at Focus – and many others – will
continue to defend and proclaim God’s design for
marriage. We’ll continue to teach it to our children
and live it out in our own lives. We’ll do everything we
can to support and celebrate marriages in our church-
es, families and communities. And we’ll never stop
praying that the Holy Spirit will make God’s truth evi-
dent in the culture.

Same-Sex Marriage: How Did We Get Here?

I’ve evolved. In the not-so-distant past, I
held a view that has since proven to be
oppressive, a view of the law and culture that
I now see as stifling the rights of others and
damaging the fabric of our families and our
democracy. 

I supported same-sex marriage. 
The year was 2004, and I was a partner in

a large commercial law firm. Despite working
mainly in commercial, contract litigation, I’d
cultivated a constitutional practice and repre-
sented a number of Christian ministries. So,
when the Massachusetts supreme judicial
court legalized gay marriage, a number of fel-
low Christians asked for my thoughts. And in
a January 2004 op-ed in our local newspaper,
I shared them. 

While I can’t find the full piece online any-
more, this excerpt should give you the flavor: 

Unfortunately, the conservative argument
against gay marriage often reeks of hypocrisy.
Our society stopped viewing marriage as a
sacred (God-ordained) institution long ago.
Since the invention of no-fault divorce laws,
divorce rates have skyrocketed. Now, almost
half of all marriages end in divorce. 

I continued: 
For those who believe gay marriage is

morally wrong for Biblical or other religious
reasons, this decision changes nothing.
Churches can still speak out against sexual
immorality and can still choose not to per-
form gay weddings. The gay couple down the
street in no way makes our own straight mar-
riage more difficult or challenging, nor can
any decision of any court of law change the
definition of marriage in the eyes of God. 

My thesis was rather simple: Since the
advent of no-fault divorce, the secular defini-

tion of “marriage” had become nothing more
than a voluntary arrangement less binding
than a refrigerator warranty. Adding same-
sex couples to that already thoroughly secular
institution would be, at most, an incremental,
largely irrelevant cultural and legal change.

I could not have been more wrong. Indeed,
this sentence — “For those who believe gay
marriage is morally wrong for Biblical or other
religious reasons, this decision changes noth-
ing” — may have been among the most inac-
curate predictions in the history of punditry.
As recent history decisively demonstrates, if
you believe gay marriage is morally wrong,
virtually everything is changing.

As I noted in a piece last week, there is a
concerted legal and cultural effort to not just
carve out a legal space for same-sex couples
but to essentially banish orthodox
Christianity from public life — to treat it with
the same respect that mainstream culture
treats abhorrent ideologies like white
supremacy. Christians must lose their jobs,
lose their businesses, and close their schools,
unless they bend the knee to the sexual revo-
lution. Bonds of friendship and loyalty are
meaningless if the cultural conservative holds
the wrong view on same-sex marriage, and
Christian clubs are vile discriminators if they
simply want to be led by Christian leaders. In
the “blue” sectors of America, particularly the
academy, some Christians feel that they have
to live under deep cover to protect their
careers.

It’s important to understand that this wave
of coercive intolerance is not mere aberra-
tional excess but the natural and inevitable
byproduct of grafting same-sex relationships
into an institution that is a key building-block
to civilization itself. Even in the face of strong
sexual-revolution headwinds, our law and

culture continue to not only protect marriage
and incentivize marriage, it is still seen by
hundreds of millions of Americans as the
ideal family relationship. In other words, by
grafting same-sex relationships into marriage,
activists want their relationships to enjoy all
the legal and cultural protections marriage
has built up through millennia of human
experience. To oppose “marriage” is to oppose
civilization.

But marriage did not become an “ideal” or
civilizational building-block by simply being
the most intense and committed form of
adult relationship. In fact, at its core, marriage
is not about adults — or adult happiness —
at all. It has been at the heart of every endur-
ing world culture not because these cultures
share the same faith, or share the same ideals
about romantic love and adult happiness, but
because life has long taught us cultures thrive
when children are raised in stable, two-par-
ent, mother-father homes. Indeed, spouses
from many cultures would laugh at the
notion that “happiness” or “romance” has
anything to do with the nature and familial
bond of their marriage.

I agree with the notion that gay couples
should be able to make health-care decisions
for each other, write each other into wills, sol-
emnize their relationships if they wish, and
otherwise enjoy many of the same bundle of
rights enjoyed by heterosexual couples, but it
is easy and simple enough to write those pro-
tections into law without changing the very
definition and nature of marriage.

Cultures that have sought to alter marriage
from its fundamental norms do not have a
happy history. Polygamy has hardly proven
conducive to enduring cultural strength, and
when segments of the young American
nation changed thousands of years of mar-

riage traditions by injecting white supremacy
into what was once a color-blind institution,
it commandeered marriage into the unsus-
tainable and ultimately ruinous practice of
race-based chattel slavery and race-based eco-
nomic, cultural, and legal discrimination.

But now we’re racing off on our own cul-
tural experiment, one that began two genera-
tions ago when Baby Boomers decided they
needed to shed their spouses at will, and con-
tinues now with the equally radical step of
redefining who a “spouse” can be and re-
ordering marriage to center completely and
totally on adult emotional contentment. And
we’re racing on despite the clear record that
families who maintain the traditional bonds
do far better — in aggregate — emotionally,
socially, and economically than families who
shun tradition to carve out their own defini-
tions of “ideal.”

In 2004, I was wrong and Barack Obama
and Hillary Clinton were right. The definition

of marriage should not change. In fact, Ms.
Clinton was so right, that I’ll close by quoting
her:

I believe that marriage is not just a bond
but a sacred bond between a man and a
woman. [It’s a] fundamental bedrock princi-
ple that exists between a man and a woman,
going back into the mists of history as one of
the founding, foundational institutions of
history and humanity and civilization, and
that its primary, principal role during those
millennia has been the raising and socializing
of children for the society into which they are
to become adults.

Exactly right, Hillary. As I said once before
when discussing my own intellectual journey,
the tides of history and opinion are not irre-
versible. It’s not inevitable that everyone will
follow the Obama/Clinton path to transform
the very nature of this “foundational institu-
tion.” People can, in fact, move back towards
time-tested tradition. I’m living proof.

Like the President and Hillary, My Views on Marriage Have Evolved

by Jim Daly | Focus on the Family 

Adopt Kansas Kids works to connect foster and approved adoptive families with children throughout Kansas who 
need adoption. This service is provided by the Kansas Children’s Service League through a contract with the 

Kansas Department for Children and Families (DCF).

www.adoptKSkids.org      877-457-5430 

Every child deserves a loving, caring home.  A family they can call their own. 
A place where they belong. With people who will be there for them always.

by DAVID FRENCH  | National Review



8   •   July 2015  _____________________________ MetroVoiceNews.com   __________________________  Facebook/MetroVoiceNews ______________________ Topeka Metro Voice 

X X X X X X X X X X X by Grif Blackstone
XXXX

continued from page 1

Golf Camps

Lake Shawnee Junior Golf Camp

Session 3: Boys and Girls Ages 5-10
August 3rd-6th,  9:00 -10:30 a.m.

Session 4: Boys and Girls Ages 11 & up
August 3rd-6th, 1:00 -2:30 p.m.

For more Information Call 785-267-
2295 

Cypress Ridge Junior Golf Camp

JUNIOR SUMMER PROGRAM -
Begins June 8th

PEE WEE JUNIOR GOLF CAMP - mul-
tiple dates

INTRO TO GOLF - multiple dates

For further details, contact Penny
Hickman at (785) 251-2670

GreatLife Junior Golf Camp

July 12, 19, 26 - Shawnee CC

For other times and dates or more infor-
mation call 785-554-2825

Now's the time when parents are busy
checking out summer camps for their kids
to attend once school is out. There are
camps focused on camping and hiking,
and others focused on music, science, pre-
college programs and more. The list is
endless. No matter where you live, the
price tag for summer camp can be steep,
especially if you need it to cover the
majority of the summer. But there may be
ways to save. Here are a few things to con-
sider as you research.

Get an Education

Summer camp can cost a pretty penny.
If you're looking to save, now's the time to
comparison shop. You might want to con-
sider options other than a private camp. If
you're a member of the YMCA, for
instance, look into the fee for summer
camp there. Often, their programs are
much more affordable than those at a pri-
vate camp. If you're not a member,
chances are you can have your kids attend
the camp for a slightly higher fee. Then
again, it may be worthwhile to join.

The church or temple you attend might
offer summer camp programs, at least for a
few weeks. Boy Scout and Girl Scout camps
are another great option that could save
you money. For most Scout camps, your
child doesn't have to be a scout to attend.

Also, contact your city's Parks and
Recreation office to see if they run, or are

aware of, summer camps in the communi-
ty.

Understanding Tax Breaks

Depending on your income and your
circumstances, the cost of summer day
camp expenses might qualify you for a tax
credit. You'll need to be working or look-
ing for work, of course, in order to qualify
for the credit. The credit applies for the
care of children who are under 13 years of
age, and only day camp expenses count.
The cost for overnight camps and sum-
mer tutoring programs are not considered
for tax purposes.

If you use a sitter at home when you
work, that does qualify. When you file
your taxes, you'll need the Social Security

number of the babysitter or the employer
identification number for the camp.

Check with the IRS and your tax advis-
er for additional information and specifics
related to summer day camp expenses and
whether or not you can take the tax credit.

Look to Specialty Camps

There may be other ways to save on
summer camp, especially if you can find a
specific program to address your child's
needs or talents. Depending on the state
where you live, you might find a specialty
camp that offers merit-based or need-
based scholarships. The first place to start is
to ask your child's guidance counselor at
school for any information he or she may
have.

It doesn't hurt to ask. Do a little online
digging, too. Tap into the resources at your
local university or college, and find out

what they offer. Most of the summer pro-
grams are for a fee, but there might be
some -- like camps centered around sci-
ence, technology, the arts or that cater to
special needs children -- that do not
charge fees or that offer a limited number
of scholarships.

If your child has special needs, such as
learning, emotional or physical disability,
it pays to ask at your area school for infor-
mation on any summer camp options for
your child.

Pool Your Resources

If you don't have access to a good sum-
mer camp nearby or if you don't have one
in your price range, you may want to con-
sider hiring a babysitter for the summer.
Get together with a friend or two and con-
sider splitting the cost.

While you'll need to do the proper vet-
ting to find a trustworthy person, the
beauty of having someone work for you is
that he or she can respond to your child's
specific needs and interests. If you have a
child who would prefer to head off to a
museum rather than hanging out at the
park all day, then a babysitter can make
sure that happens. Word of mouth is one
of the best ways to find a reliable babysit-
ter. So start now and ask around

Ways to Vet a Summer Camp

Before sending your child off to sum-
mer camp, you'll want to make sure the

camp is a safe, fun, and nurturing place to
be. If your child is enrolled in a specialized
camp, such as for arts or technology, you'll
need to know that the camp really does
know how to teach the subject matter.
Here are a few ways to appropriately vet a
camp.

A Look at the Basics

The safety of your child is paramount.
Ask the camp director how the camp
trains staff on issues of safety and security.
Counselors should be certified in first aid
and CPR.

If there's a lake or pool at the camp,
make sure they have certified lifeguards on
duty. Find out if they perform background
and criminal checks on the people that
work there. Visit the space where the camp
will be housed. Ask around among the
parents in your area to see if you can get
some firsthand opinions based on experi-
ence with a camp you are considering.

Checking Out the Programs

Find out about the credentials, back-
ground and work experience of the camp
counselors. Are they equipped and skilled
enough to teach the subject matter? Look
at the number of years in operation and
what the camper-to-counselor ratio is.
Check online for reviews from customers.
Also try to talk to someone directly who
knows how the camp operates and
whether kids like being there.

Source: Capital City Bank

Save Money on Summer Camp for the Kids
vacation bible school & CAMP GUIDE 2015

 

vbs & summer camps
Vacation Bible School - June 15 - July 10, 8:30 AM, K - 5. Free
Summer Food Program's free breakfast and lunch. Games, activities, Bible les-
sons. Come for some or all 4 weeks! 
Forest Park Retreat Center, 3158 SE 10th - (785) 234-8024
forestparkretreat.com  • forestparkdir@gmail.com

Vacation Bible School   July 20-24  “G-Force:  God’s Love in Action”
6-8:30 p.m. each evening (A meal will be served), Ages 3 through 5th Grade
Grantville United Methodist Church, Grantville, 785-246-3621

Vacation Bible SchoolVBS - Monday – Friday, July 6 – 10; 9:30 to 11:30 a.m.
Children K thru 6th Grade are welcome. There will be snacks and games daily.
For more information call 785-235-1010.
Oakland United Methodist Church
801 NE Chester, Topeka, Kansas

Vacation Bible School: “Our God is Out Of This World”
July 27-31, 9:30-11:30 A.M.  Ages: 4 - 12
Community Church
1819 SW 21st Street
Call: 233-3537 for registration

VBS - "Journey Off the Map"  July 27th – 31st, from 6:00 to 8:30 p.m. nightly.
There will be a class for adults also!
Come at 5:00 p.m. Sunday, July 26th, for a Kick-off Potluck Supper.
Pre-register by calling 785-246-0260
Northern Hills Southern Baptist Church, 920 NW 62nd, Topeka, Kansas

VBS Dates: July 27th-30th from 6:30-8:30 pm.
age 4 (by May 30th, 2015) to those entering into 6th Grade in Fall 
Northland Christian Church, 3102 N. Topeka Blvd. • 286-1204

YMCA offers several varieties of summer camps. Call 354-8591
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by Dr. John Horvat

Ed Popkess

TO NORTH
TOPEKA!Welcome...

NOTO Community Arts Center
935 N Kansas Ave, Topeka, KS

Register for classes at notoartsdistrict.com
For information: 785.608.6738 or email

NOTOartscenter@gmail.com35% OFF Burgers!

There's a new mural in the NOTO Arts
District!

A new art display has shown up on the
back of a building once scheduled for
demolition. Don Snethen, who owns 905
N. Kansas with his wife Edie, said the idea
for a mosaic and mural on the rear wall of
the building came from a workshop given
by Philadelphia-based artist Isaiah Zagar.

The mural started with objects
cemented to the wall, including old type-

writers from the 1950s, ceramics and

pieces of mirrors.
Volunteers paid $50 for the opportuni-

ty to add colored grout and paint lines to
emphasize the shapes. Some of them
hope to use the left over pieces to start the
process all over again on another build-
ing.

It is hoped that more businesses will
begin adding art to the alley side of the
buildings, and that it will become part of
the monthly Art Walk, perhaps drawing

food trucks to the alley area to serve the
crowds.

NOTO Arts District also features First
Friday Art Walk on July 10 this month
due to the 4th of July holiday. Visitors can
eEnjoy arts, antiques, fine crafts, and flea
market items.  
Its almost impossible to see every-

thing in the arts district in one evening
and you don't have to try - the NOTO
Arts District is open for Topeka's First
Friday Art Walk at 10 am until 9 pm. 
Topeka's First Friday Art Walk festiv-

ities start at 5 pm.

New mural appears in NOTO
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by Brittany Youst

California Pastor Tim Storey has been
called a life coach to the stars with a min-
istry that has led him to speak into the
lives of countless celebrities including rap-
per Kanye West and actor Charlie Sheen,
who had a highly controversial break-
down in 2011.

Storey, 54, is the pioneer of a spiritual
meeting known as the Hollywood Bible
Study that began in 1992 with 12 people
that has grown to over 2000, but dealing
with entertainers was not his original
vision for his life while he was a student at
South Eastern University in Florida.

"My dream was to reach all people and
so when I first started [in ministry], I went
on a lot of missions trips to third world
countries," said Storey to The Christian
Post. "And I would do motivational
speaking in places like South Africa,
Nigeria and some of the tougher parts of
the Philippines."

Storey continued ministering in these
countries well into his 20s and in 1992 he
was propositioned to take on a different
mission helping entertainers when actress
Dyan Cannon asked him to do a Bible
study in her house. From that point on, his
ministry started reaching well known
movie stars.

"I didn't realize that it was opening up
a door to me that some 25 years later I

would continue to walk
through," said Storey.

Cannon's house was
located in Beverly Hills and
the study began with 12 peo-
ple. Seven of them were well
known entertainers.
Although Storey did not
want to disclose who those
seven were, he has said in the
past that some of the people
he worked with early on
included actor Charlton
Heston and businessman
Vidal Sassoon.

Shortly after these Bible
studies began, agents of
prominent entertainers start-
ed to contact Storey when
their clients were struggling in their lives.
By the end of the 1990s Storey had worked
with actors Charlie Sheen and Robert
Downey Jr. who have both struggled with
drug abuse.

More recently, Storey said he's had
"great conversations" with rapper and
music producer Kanye West who is a pro-
fessing Christian married to reality star
Kim Kardashian. Storey said West has a
persona most in the public have not seen.

"There's a side of Kanye that a lot of
people don't know that I do," said Storey.
"How kind he is to people. What a strong
woman of God his mother was, Donda

West. And so I would say I hope in the
future that more people will get to know
that side [of him]."

He also discussed his relationship
with Charlie Sheen who had a very public
breakdown after leaving his hit show "Two
and a Half Men" in 2011.

"He is trying to learn about himself,
he's trying to work through his own chal-
lenges, and we have amazing talks about
God," said Storey. "Just like a parent or a
mentor, sometimes we wish our children
or our students would make different
choices. And even at a faster pace. I've
obviously wished that for Charlie. I'm still

very hopeful that he will
continue to make better
choices."

Aside from one on
one encounters, Storey
hosts a slew of entertain-
ers at his Hollywood Bible
study which he describes
as a "hybrid of motiva-
tional speaking and tradi-
tional Bible study."

The gathering
includes people from all
faiths and is held in the
homes of different stars.

"We're reaching out
to all types of faiths, from
Jewish people, to Muslims,
to people who come from

a New Age background," said Storey, who
says he still includes Christ in the conver-
sation regardless of who he is preaching
to.

"I talk about a certain message and I'll
say you may see things differently, but let
me show you the way Christ presents this
in the Bible. Because this may be a way
that makes sense to you."

He says a lot of people that attend the
study end up becoming Christian months
after they meet him and thank him for
"giving them a chance to decide on their
own."

The busy pastor recently had some
high profile speaking engagements
including being on Oprah Winfrey's
Super Soul Sunday and an upcoming
appearance at the Dalai Lama's 80th
Birthday Celebration Summit in July,
where he plans to share the story of the
"God of Beyond" with those in atten-
dance.

"The reason I would speak at the Dalai
Lama's 80th birthday, I see it similar to the
Apostle Paul speaking on Mars Hill," he
said. "I'm going to talk about the God of
Beyond. I'm going to talk about Jehovah.
He thinks beyond. He dreams beyond. He
creates beyond. And just like I do in the
Hollywood Bible Study, I will tell them
about a Jesus of Beyond."

He also spoke about Oprah inviting
him to be a guest on Super Soul Sunday
on her OWN channel and described the
experience as something "amazing."

"As much as I have been on Christian
television and speaking in the largest con-
ventions in the world. It was amazing how
much positive feedback I got from being
on one hour of Super Soul Sunday," con-
tinued Storey.

He revealed that after the appearance
on Oprah's OWN channel, many people
who he spoke with who do not attend
church thanked him for explaining how
he serves God in a way that they under-
stood.

Since then, the father of two has
showed no signs of slowing down. The
Hollywood Bible Study has spread to dif-
ferent cities all over the U.S. including

South Beach, Miami and Atlanta. He has
also planted a new church in Yorba Linda,
California that is open to the general pub-
lic.

"The reason for Yorba Linda is, I had
been raised in my teenage years not too far
from there. So to me it was coming back
full circle. After traveling the globe so
many times, I wanted to find a place where
I could create an oasis for people to come
and learn about Jesus," said Storey.

Yorba Linda opened last month and
kicked off with a special event featuring
singer Smokey Robinson and R&B group
All-4-One.

Storey is thankful for the opportunites
he has had working with artists such as
Robinson for over 25 years and under-
stands that his path is unique and "not for
everyone."

"I do believe this is the assignment for
me. I'm thankful for other people that
have their places in the body of Christ that
I respect. I'm just utilizing the gifts and
experiences that God has allowed me to
walk through," ended Story.

Christian life coach talks pastoring stars, creating the Hollywood Bible Study

More important than living in KANSAS is
where you will live forever. Just as you would
look at a map of KANSAS to find your way, so
you must look at the Bible to find your way to
heaven.  The Bible says, “Narrow is the way,
which leadeth unto life, and few there be that
find it.” (Matt. 7:14). Jesus said, “I am the way,
the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the
Father, but by me.” (Jn. 14:6). Jesus is the
only way to Heaven and He gave these direc-
tions on getting there.

1.  Realize you are a sinner.  Everyone
starts the same place spiritually. “For all have
sinned and come short of the glory of god.”
(Rom. 3:23). Sin’s penalty keeps you out of
Heaven and condemns you to Hell, separat-
ing you from God.  Romans 6:23 says, “The
wages of sin is death.” Sin brings both physi-
cal & spiritual death. “And death and hell were
cast into the lake of fire. This is the second
death.” (Rev. 20:14).

2.  Realize Jesus paid the penalty.  Jesus
Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection provid-
ed a way for you to go to heaven and restore
your relationship with God. “But God com-
mendeth his love toward us, in that, while we
were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” (Rom.
5:8). Since Jesus, God’s Son, was the only
One who could pay for our sin, He is the only
Way to Heaven.

3. Repent of your sin and receive Jesus as
your Savior. In order to go to Heaven from
KANSAS, or anywhere else, you must accept
Christ by calling on Him in prayer.  He tells us
in Romans 10:13, “For whosoever shall call
upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.”
Use the following prayer, or one similar to it, to
receive Him now:

Dear Lord Jesus, I know I am a sinner. I
believe that you died and rose again for me.
Please forgive me of my sin, become Lord of
my life, and take me to heaven when I die. I
am trusting you completely, and in nothing I
can do. Thank you Jesus! Amen.

California pastor Tim Storey is known as a life coach to the stars and opened
a new church in Yorba Linda, California in May 2015.
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If you're a homeowner, you're prob-
ably concerned about the value of your
property, especially if you plan to sell
soon. There are major things you can
do to immediately improve the price of
your home, whether it's replacing a
roof or updating the electrical system.
Or you might opt for a bigger renova-
tion - such as a kitchen renovation or a
room addition - that's likely to bump
up your property value in a big way.

Consider the Curb Appeal

First impressions are everything.
Superficial improvements might seem
insignificant. But when you sell your
home, prospective buyers will often get
a positive or negative vibe about the

property even before they walk inside.
Prune back overgrown shrubs and
periodically trim trees and overhanging
branches. Take the time to weed and
feed the lawn. Set a timer on the sprin-
kler and keep the grass green, especial-
ly when you put the property on the
market.

Add some bright and colorful flow-
ers in the front and backyards. In the
back, be sure to put flowers along the
fence line where prospective buyers will
see them from the house. Updated
landscaping is a quick, easy and rela-
tively inexpensive way to add value to
the property.

If you can, consider resurfacing the
driveway. Or, if the driveway is badly
damaged, you might need to add a new

one. Repaint shutters and clean your
light fixtures.

Don't Forget the Gutters

Small improvements along the way
can help avoid major problems that
decrease your property value later on.
One area that's frequently neglected by
homeowners is the gutter system. Fix
gutters and downspouts in early spring,
early fall and probably again just before
the onset of winter. Once winter hits, if
there's dirt and leaf debris left in the
gutters, ice dams can cause them to
break off the house. Check all of the
downspouts and gutters, clean them
out and replace the broken ones.

Neglected gutters or improperly
placed downspouts can lead to water
pooling near your home. Not only will
this destroy plants and shrubbery close
to the house, but the foundation also
may be at risk. Over the long term, the
pooling problems can result in a damp
basement. Even if the gutter system is
working well, you could still have
drainage issues. If so, you might consid-
er regrading the property, especially if
you end up with a damp yard. Adding
shrubs can also help when there's excess
water.

Do Some Upkeep

A little care and attention can go a
long way to preserve and improve the
value of your home. Maintenance is the
key. That is, staying on top of issues as
they occur - not just after. Remember to
do a periodic treatment for pests, such
as termites, carpenter bees and ants.
While you'll need to shell out a little
cash for the extermina-
tor, the long-term dam-
age that pests might
cause to the home can
be major.

If you've been mean-
ing to trash the old wall-
to-wall carpeting, now's
the time to do it. You
might find there are
hardwood floors under-
neath, and, assuming
they are in reasonably
good condition, they
could add value to your
home. You may be able
to fix minor damage. Or
it may be worthwhile to
hire professionals for
bigger jobs.

Watch the leaky pipes
on sinks in the kitchen
and bathrooms as well
as the toilets. Slow small
leaks, if ignored, can
result in water damage
to floors, but they are
often relatively easy to
fix. Also, be aware that
mold is a problem that
has become more
prevalent, especially in
energy-efficient homes,
say some experts. This is
because energy-efficient

homes are tight, restricting air move-
ment and inadvertently encouraging
mold growth. There are many steps
you can take to control moisture in
your home before mold becomes a
problem. One simple way is to open
doors and windows when practical to
increase ventilation. If you suspect you
have a mold problem talk to a mold

remediation professional.
Even if you're not particularly handy,

a good home repair book or video may
be all you need to stay on top of minor
repairs. Or ask for advice at your local
home improvement store. In the long
run, you'll preserve the value of your
property for years to come.

Source: Capital City Bank

Simple Ways to Increase Your Home Value
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Sometimes you can get more for
your money with locally-owned busi-
nesses by having a local person to deal
with when you
have problems later 

Jim Driggers,
owner of The
Computer Store,
says he offers quick
turn-around time
on your computer
repairs and the most experienced tech-
nicians in Topeka. Most big-box stores
send your computer out of town for
repairs, and you never even get a chance
to talk directly to the technician doing
the work on your computer. 

"It's the difference between getting
your computer back in a few days by us
or a few weeks!" Driggers said.

If you need a
new computer,
The Computer
Store will build
one for you, with a
warrantee, and it
will be serviced
locally in the store
if ever necessary.
They have used
computers and
laptops for sale also.

The Computer Store now also
repairs all mobile devices like cell
phones, tablets and iPads, including
damaged screens. Driggers said the new
service is available at a very reasonable
price, and has been very well received.

The Computer Store has been in
business since 1999, and is located at

21st and Gage in Seabrook Center. You
can reach them by phone at 785-267-
3223, or visit their website online at
www.thecomputerstoreks.com.

The Computer Store is a member of
the Greater Topeka Chamber of
Commerce, the Capital City Christian
Chamber of Commerce and the Topeka
Independent Business Association.

Quick Turn-around Time Featured on Computers, Cell Phones, iPads & Tablets

A SPECIAL
ADVERTISING

SECTION OF THE
METRO VOICE!
CALL 235-3340 

TO BE FEATURED
ON THIS PAGE!

Rockstar Detailing is a family run
auto detailing business that was
started in 2008 and has been serving
the needs of Topekans ever since. At
Rockstar Detailing, they make it
their business to continually research
and find the most effective and beau-
tifying auto detailing products,
according to owner Trevon Ewing. 

"We will rejuvenate and restore

your car to its original luster and
help make you proud of your vehi-
cle," Ewing said. "Whether you have

kids, pets or are planning on some-
one special riding in your car….let
Rockstar Detailing in Topeka clean
your vehicle to its very best condi-

tion. We promise you will drive away
with a smile and come back again!"

Rockstar Detailing in located at
Squeaky Clean Car Wash, 2010 SW
Ashworth Place, behind Sonic Drive
In. You can call them at 554-9302 or
visit their website at www.rock-
stardetailing.com. 

Get Rockstar Detailing without Rockstar Prices



CONCERTS
TOPEKA ACOUSTIC MUSIC JAM - First Sat. of ea. month,
3-5pm, Potwin Presbyterian Ch (enter south door), 400
S.W. Washburn. Info 286-0227 hagen1525@gmail.com.
NOONTIME BROWN BAG CONCERTS - Wednesdays,
11:30-1, 8th & Quincy. Jul. 8: Nicolette Paige – (Kansas
City) Singer/Songwriter; Jul. 15: Jacob Hodge – (Topeka)
Acoustic and Rock; Jul. 22; Judd Henry Mason –
(Topeka) Folk/Americana; Jul. 29: Ryan Wills – (Topeka)
Traditional folk and acoustic 
FIRST FRIDAY OPEN AIR CONCERT – July 3, 5:30pm to
Midnight in the East 100 Block of 8th Street. Featuring
Aaron Kamm & The One Drops (St. Louis Reggae).
BLUES CONCERTS - Fridays 6-8:30pm, Big 'Uns Grill,
1620 SW 6th St. For info: 286-7570
EVENING CONCERTS IN THE PARK –  July 5, 12, 15, 19,
26, 7-9pm, Gage Park Amphitheater . Discover or re-
discover that wonderful pastime of sitting under big
shade trees in the cool of the summer evening just to
relax. What better way to let the stresses of the day
drift away than to listen to the rich sounds of the big
bands. Topeka is very fortunate to have four bands
whose members are some of the best musicians in
Northeast Kansas. Make it a weekly experience for the
whole family. Bring a blanket and a picnic dinner, or sit
on one of our benches…what a wonderful way to dis-
cover family time! For info: 785-251-2991
THE BLACKWOOD BROTHERS - July 8, 7pm, Forest Park
Retreat Center, 3158 SE 10th. The Christian Gospel
Quartet will be holding a free will offering concert.  For
info: 785-234-8024
SOUTH STEPS FRIDAYS SUMMER CONCERTS – July 10,
July 17, July 24, and Aug. 7, 11am-1pm, Statehouse
CONCERT AT GARFIELD PARK – July 13, 7:30-9pm.
Concert will be held at the Garfield Park gazebo. Bring a
blanket and a picnic dinner and enjoy family time in a
beautiful park setting.
THE WRIGHTS – July 17, 8pm, Classic Bean.
thewrightsministries.com. 289-8905.
SUMMER SUNSET CONCERT – July 25, 6pm. Old Prairie
Town at Ward Meade Park, 124 NW Fillmore. Bring your
family out for this fun-filled evening to listen to some
wonderful local artists performing at their best. Bring
your own lawn-chair and enjoy the beautiful Old Prairie
Town setting, while listening to some great music! This
is a family friendly event and children are welcome!
Parking at 1st & Clay. Price: $3/person; Children under
10 free. For info: Liz  785-251-2992 or
Elizabeth.Toyne@snco.us
FAMILY DAY BY THE POND – July 27, 2- 6pm. Central
Park Community Center Join us for a wonderful after-
noon of live music and entertainment, crafts, food and
fishing for the kids. We will have a variety of activities
available for the entire family.

BUT GOD - MUSICAL EXPLOSION - August 8, 7pm, Faith
Temple Church, 1162 SW Lincoln St. This is a gospel
musical which will feature: J-Moss, an international
artist from Detroit, MI, NuLyric, a duo from Wichita;
Sharisse Verser, a local vocalist; Ron "R.H." Haggerty,
local rapper.  Tickets are $25.00, and can be purchased
at Eventbrite (www.eventbrite.com/BUT-GOD-MUSICAL-
EXPLOSION-TICKETS), or be purchased in advance by
contacting: Tammi Hysten, 785-806-0121 or Christina
Phillips, 785-845-4884. The doors open at 6 pm. 

SPECIAL CHURCH EVENTS
HARVESTER'S PROGRAM FOR SENIOR CITIZENS - every
second Saturday, takes place at Christian Lord
Ministries, 2421 SE California. Call 266-4979.
FREE WEEKLY COMMUNITY PANCAKE BREAKFAST –
Sundays at 10am sharp, at Oakland Church of the
Nazarene: 900 block of NE Oakland, followed by church
services at 10:45am with Pastor John Menkveld - which
is in turn followed at noon by The Hope House FREE
Community Food & Clothing Banks.
BINGO AT FAIRLAWN HEIGHTS ASSISTED LIVING -
3:00PM, 1st Sat. of ea. month. Facilitator: Pastor Carole
LIFEFEST – First Thu. of the month, 10am-12:30pm,
Covenant Baptist Church, 5440 SW 37th St. Seniors
ministering to seniors – celebrating with fellowship, fun,
food, learning & entertainment. Potluck lunch at noon. If
transportation is needed, call 354-4994 or 478-1729
INDEPENDENCE DAY COMMUNITY CELEBRATION - Jul.
4, 10am, Grace Cathedral, 701 SW. 8th . 785-235-3457
GREAT DATE ESCAPE - Jul. 10, 5:30-9:30pm,
Cornerstone Church, 7620 SW 21st. Helping couples be
intentional about spending time with each other — you
know, on an actual date. We can even help get the con-
versation started so you don’t drift off into familiar top-
ics that you’ve talked about countless times before.
Childcare provided - Bring a snack, dinner provided.

FREE MOVIE NIGHT – July 11, 6-8:30pm. Highland
Heights Christian Church, 2930 SE Tecumseh Rd. You
are invited to enjoy the Free Movie, “The Investigator” –
Finding the Truth is All That Matters. Inspired by True
Events. Snacks will be provided. Doors open at 5:30. For
info: 379-5642
SMALL FIRE DINNER & COMEDY SHOW - Jul. 11, 7-
10pm (doors open at 5;30pm), Town & Country
Christian Church - 4925 SW 29th St.  $40 in advance or
$45 at door. For info and to purchase tickets: 213-2488
or 806-5972 
FREEDOM FEST - Jul. 11, 3pm, Oakland Nazarene
Church, 939 NE Oakland Ave. Food, games, prizes,
obstacle course, jumping castle, slip 'n slide, health fair,
live bands, police motorcycles, firetruck and more. Free.
CLOTHING EXCHANGE – Aug. 1 and 8,10am-2pm.T
opeka Free Methodist Church - 3450 SE Indiana Ave.
ANNUAL SON-SHINE CARNIVAL - Aug. 15, 11-3,
Crossroads Wesleyan Church, 2121 SW Harrison. Food,
music, games, waterslide, silent auction, prizes, cake
walk & fun for all! Free admission.
.
SEMINARS & CONFERENCES
2015 KANSAS CONFERENCE ON POVERTY – July 15-17.
Ramada Downtown Topeka. For info: www.kacap.org
THE MAIN EVENT. July 17-18. First Baptist Church
Raytown, 10500 E. 350 Hwy., Raytown, MO 64138.
Speakers include Tony Evans, Tommy Bowden, David
Akers, Darrin Patrick and more. 816-353-1994.
PERFECT PAIRINGS SPEED NETWORKING - July 30,
4:30-6:30pm, Topeka Country Club, 2700 SW Buchanan
St. For business owners to develop strategic alliances
with other Topeka business owners.

FAMILY-FRIENDLY EVENTS
MEDICARE MONDAYS – First Mon. of ea. month starting
July 7, 1-3pm. Topeka/Sh. Co. Public Library (Menninger
Rm 206), 1515 SW 10th. Senior health insurance coun-
seling.  580-4545 or nhonl@tscpl.org
LADIES’ EXERCISE- Tue. evenings 7-8 pm & Fri. morn-
ings 8-9 am, First Baptist, 129 w 15th St., Lyndon. free
active supportl: fat burning, strength, fitness. Contact
Sheri 207-0380 or pamperedchefsheri@live.com
MONDAY FARMERS MARKET - Monday's through Oct.
19, 8-11:30am, Topeka/Shawnee Co. Library, 1515 SW
10th. Closed on Labor Day.
NET-REACH FARMER'S MARKET - Every 1st and 3rd
Tuesday, 4-6p (May-Sept), Topeka Housing Authority,
2010 SE California. Also demos & other activities.
WOW - WORKIN' OUT ON WEDNESDAYS - 5:30 pm every
Wed., south steps of the Capitol building. Free, fun and
family-friendly. A combination of aerobic & strength
training exercises, coupled with a fun line dance to end
each experience. www.makinmoves.com
CAPITOL MIDWEEK FARMERS MARKET - Every Wed.,
May 13 thru Oct. 14, 7:30am – 12pm, Corner of 10th &
Jackson on the South side of the Capitol Lawn
SAFE STREETS COALITION MEETING – First Wed. of the
month, 11:45am-1pm. Great Overland Station. For info:
266-4606 or jwilson@safestreets.org
FOURTH FRIDAY FITNESS SERIES - Great Overland
Station. Gettin' fit on the river! Celebrate an active and
healthy community & the riverfront development. July
24th Boot Camp, 6:30 pm; August 28th Yoga, 6:30 pm;
September 25th Boot Camp, 6:30 pm
NOTO MARKET ON FIRST FRIDAYS – NOTO arts district.
Enjoy arts, antiques, fine crafts, and flea market items. 
FRIDAY FARMER'S MARKET - Fridays 7:30-12, KNI, 21st
& Oakley.
SAVING DEATH ROW DOGS ADOPTION BOOTH - Every
Sat., 1am - 2pm, Petco, 1930 SW Wanamaker
DOWNTOWN TOPEKA FARMERS MARKET - Saturday's
through Nov. 2, 7:30am-noon, 12th and Harrison. The
open-air market is full of fresh fruits & vegetables,
herbs, arts & crafts, flowesr, home-baked goods etc. 
MOTHER TERESA'S FARMERS MARKET - Sat. 8;30-
11:30, 2014 NW 46th St.
MONTHLY MOOSE MARKET – Second Saturday, 8am-
12pm,  Moose Lodge, 1901 N. Kansas Av. Free to shop,
$4 for pancakes. For info: 250-6788
SPIRIT OF KANSAS BLUES FESTIVAL – July 4, 11:30am-
10:30pm. Lake Shawnee Reynolds Lodge,3315 SE
Tinman Circle. Free. For info: topekabluessociety.org
SPIRIT OF KANSAS – July 4, 11am-11pm. The Spirit of
Kansas Festival is an old-fashioned 4th of July celebra-
tion held at Lake Shawnee. The celebration begins at
11am with food, arts and craft vendors, Blues Festival,

and a water-ski show from 6:30-7:45pm followed by
the magnificent fireworks display starting at 10pm.
SUNFLOWER STATE GAMES – July 10 - July 24.
Registration is now open for the 2015 Sunflower State
Games. The 26th Annual Olympic style sports festival
will take place in Topeka, July 10-26. Over 45 sports will
be offered for participants of all ages and skill levels.
Complete event information and registration proce-
dures can be found at  sunflowergames.com. Athletes
Assemble in 2015! For info: 785-235-2295 or sunflow-
ergames@sbcglobal.net or sunflowergames.com
LINCOLN'S PHOTO ALBUM - July 10, 6:30-7:30pm,
Kansas Historical Society, 6425 SW 6th. 
SUNDOWN FILM FESTIVAL: "Lincoln" - July 10, 9-11pm,
Kansas Historical Society, 6425 SW 6th. "Lincoln" –
starring Daniel Day Lewis.
WORLD HORSESHOE TOURNAMENT – July 13 - July 25.

Kansas Expocentre. For info: 785-235-1986 or
www.ksexpo.com
FIESTA MEXICANA – July 14 -18, 4-10pm. Our Lady of
Guadalupe, 201 NE Chandler. Food sales begin at 4
p.m. every day and continue until food is sold out. Fill up

on homemade tacos, enchiladas, tamales, burritos and
more. Stick around and ride the merry-go-round, the
Ferris Wheel and the gator roller coaster at the nightly
carnival beginning at 6 p.m. Make sure to stop by the
Fiesta Mercado, located in front of Our Lady of
Guadalupe Church to browse through authentic Meixcan
clothing, jewelry, souvenirs and more
NATIONAL NIGHT OUT PLANNING - July 14, 6:30pm at
the Public Library, Rm 101B.
712 & TIBA MEET & GREET – Jul 16, 5-9 pm. 712
Innovations, 712 S. Kansas Ave. All business profession-
als are welcome! Networking. Fine foods. Libations!
Come enjoy a networking social for all professionals,
hosted by 712 Innovations and the Topeka Independent
Business Association.
TOPEKA YOUTH PROJECT GOLF CLASSIC – Jul. 17,
Village Greens. 8:30am shotgun. 7:45 registration,
donuts, juice. Lunch follows tourney. Cash prizes! Two
$500 closest to pin prizes! Call 273-4141 to register.
MAKIN' MOVES: Street Soldiers for The Kansas
Children's Discovery Center - July 18, 7am, 4400 SW
10th. Fun Mud Run for kids. When the "Fun Mud Run" is
over, all of the volunteers will get to join the

FREE LISTINGS! E-mail your events to: Voice@cox.net; mail to 
Metro Voice, P.O. 5724, Topeka, KS  66605; or fax to 785-235-3340
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dysFUNction for free!
RIDES FOR ROMANIA CAR SHOW/CAR SMASH/COOK-
OUT - July 25, 11am-3:30pm. Topeka First Assembly,
500 Southwest 27th. Registration starts 9am. Free
admission; $15 per vehicle for entrants. Pulled pork, hot
dogs, Brats, popcorn, baked goods, knife-tomahawk-
tire throwing, car trivia, inflatables, face painting, live
DJ, door prizes. Proceeds go to Romania missions trip
For info: Darlene Wright 969-6557
SHAWNEE COUNTY 4H FAIR – July 30- Aug. 2. Kansas
Expocentre.  785-235-1986 or shawneecountyfair.org
CRUISIN THE CAPITOL CAR SHOW – Aug. 1, 5pm. All
makes, all years – cars, trucks and cycles. Located
around the Capitol for display and cruise lane. 785-
234-9336
ANNUAL TOPEKA BIG SHUNGA RUN - Aug 1, 7:30am,
Crestview Community Ctr, 4801 SW Shunga Dr. Cost:
$20 ages 19+; $15 ages 11-18, registration before July
22.  $25 for all ages after July 22.  For info: 251-2960 or
rob.geotz@snco.us
SHARE THE STORY - Aug. 6, 6:30-8:30pm, Ramada
Downtown, Jefferson Ballroom. A night with Lifeline
Children's Services & stories shared through the child,
the church & covenant family. RSVP to
angela.beemer@lifelinechild.org or 785-783-4577.
RITECARE CHARITY GOLF TOURNEY - Aug. 7, 12:30
Shotgun, Shawnnee CC, 913 SE 29th St. 2-person
scramble. $75 each. Dinner, auction follow at 5:30. For
info: 266-3191
NATIONAL NIGHT OUT EVENTS – Aug. 8. National Night
Out events throughout Topeka and Shawnee County.
15TH ANNUAL HARLEY PARTY - Aug. 16, 6-8pm, 8th &
Jackson at Celtic Fox. Dinner served 6-8pm. Featuring
the Rainmakers, silent auction. Benefitting Boys & Girls
Clubs. Tickets $35

FAMILY-FRIENDLY DESTINATIONS
BROWN V. BOARD NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE – Daily,
9am–5pm, 1515 SE Monroe. Located in the former all-
black Monroe School. Free admission. For info: 354-
4273 or www.nps.gov/brvb/.
CEDAR CREST, official residence of the KS Governor ¬–
Mon., 1pm-3pm, with tours on the half hour, 1 SW
Cedar Crest Rd. Free adm. For info: 296-3636.
COMBAT AIR MUSEUM – Mon.-Sat., 9:30am-4:30pm;
Sun. noon–4:30pm, Hanger 602, Forbes Field. For info:
862-3303 or combatairmusem.org.
CURTIS HOUSE MUSEUM – Every Sat., 11am-3pm; by
appointment other times, 1101 SW Topeka Blvd. Former
mansion of Charles Curtis, 31st Vice President of the
US, and the only one of American Indian heritage.  Cost
$5. For info: 357-1371 or 597-5380.
CONSTITUTION HALL – Wed.-Sat., 9am-5pm; Sun., 1-
5pm, National Landmark, Kansas State Historic Site,
Civil War History: Famous Lecompton Constitution, 319

Elmore, Lecompton. For info: 887-6520 or
consthall@kshs.org; or kshs.org/constitution_hall.  
GREAT OVERLAND STATION – Railroad museum, educa-
tion center, veterans memorial and more. 701 N.
Kansas Avenue. Tue-Sat 10am-4pm; Sun 1-4pm.
Closed on Sundays in Jan. & Feb. Adm: $4 adults, $3
seniors,$2 children age 3-12. For info: 232-5533 or
greatoverlandstation.com.
HISTORIC RITCHIE HOUSE – Tour the oldest remaining
home in Topeka (built 1856-57). 1116 Madison.
Admission free. 10am-2pm; weaving demonstrations,
games, food & more.
HOLLEY MILITARY MUSEUM – Downtown Ramada Inn.
Featuring 5 galleries, named after world leaders.
Featuring World War II artifacts, Air Force One exhibit,
Kansas War Heroes, Space, Vietnam & more. Cost:
Free. 10am-8pm daily.
KANSAS NATIONAL GUARD MUSEUM – Forbes Field. For
hours & info: 862-1020. 
KANSAS MUSEUM OF HISTORY - 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Tuesday - Saturday, 1 - 5 p.m. Sunday. 6425 SW 6th
Avenue. 785-272-8681, kshs.org/museum
KANSAS STATE CAPITOL – Mon.-Fri., 8am–5pm, SW
10th & Jackson St. Tours provided. Dome Tours M-F
10:30am-4:15pm. Info: 296-3966 or kshs.org/capitol.
OLD PRAIRIE TOWN – 1st & Clay. Open Mon.-Sat.,
10am-4pm; Sun. 12-4pm. Daily guided tours: M-F
10am, 12 & 2pm; Sat. & Sun. 12 & 2pm. 368-2441.
ROEBKE HOUSE MUSEUM – 216 New York, Holton. For
info: 364-4991.
TERRITORIAL CAPITAL MUSEUM – Wed.-Sat., 11am-
4pm; Sun., 1-5pm, National Register Site, 3 floors of
Civil War and Victorian Artifacts, President
Eisenhower's parents’ marriage site: 640 E. Woodson
Ave., Lecompton. For info: 887-6148 or
lanemuseum@aol.com or lecomptonkansas.com.
TOPEKA ZOO – Gage Blvd. between 6th & 10th St. Zoo
hours 9am-5pm. Birthday Parties available -- choose
from two separate party packages; parties last two
hours. For info: 368-9180 or topekazoo.com.  

FINE ART
FIRST FRIDAY ART WALK – 1st Friday of every month at
various Topeka galleries. artsconnecttopeka.org.
BEAUCHAMP’S ART GALLERY – 3113 SW Huntoon. For
info: Bob Swain, 233-0300 or beauchampsart@cox.net
THE ECLECTIVE ART SHOWROOM & STUDIOS – 900 N.
Kansas in the NOTO Arts District. 
MULVANE ART MUSEUM – at Washburn University. Free
admission, open to the public. For info: 670-1124.
SIGNS OF LIFE GALLERY – 722 Massachusetts St.,
Lawrence. 830-8030 or SignsofLifeGallery.com
SOUTHWIND GALLERY – 3074 SW 29th Street, Topeka.
273-5994
TOPEKA ART GUILD & GALLERY – Wed.-Sat., 11am-
5pm, Fairlawn Plaza. 273-7646 or topekaartguild.org 

MEETINGS & CLASSES
C5Alive “POWER” LUNCHEON – July 9, 11:30am-1pm.
WIBW Studios, 631 Commerce Place (off 6th St). Tour
with Jim Ogle. Featured Speaker: Dr. Ronald Lee Cobb,
author & counselor.
• Cost: $10 for C5 members & first-time guests who
RSVP, $12 at the door
• $15 for non-members & repeat guests.
• Please RSVP to info@C5Alive.org, so we know how
much food is needed!
Open to the public – Put POWER in your life with great
food, great speakers and great company! Invite a friend
to join you! 
MINISTRY FELLOWSHIP - now meeting every Tuesday,
6:30pm at McDonald's, 11th & Kansas Ave. Christian

fellowship & praise. All are welcome. For info: Richard
Wilson at 338-3072.
DADDY'S GIRLS EMPOWERMENT MEETINGS - Weekly at
various times and locations. Daddy's Girls*Inc. is a faith
based non-profit organization that encourages young
ladies to make wise choices by providing biblically
based education and mentoring. Enjoy hanging out with
other young ladies striving to reach their highest poten-
tial through the power of JESUS CHRIST! Remember:
Modest is still the hottest and Virgin is still His stan-
dard! Contact us to find a meeting location near you:
(785) 969-0491, daddysgirlsinc.com;
daddys_girls_inc@ymail.com
ADULT SINGLES MEETING - Sunday’s, 6:30 pm,
Countryside United Methodist Church parlor, 3221 SW
Burlingame Rd., north entrance.
TOPEKA TREASURE HUNTERS CLUB - 3rd Sun. of each
month,  7pm, Papan’s Landing Senior Center, 618 NW
Paramore St. Family Memberships include children &
grandchildren up to 18 yrs. A place to meet friends to
discuss all aspects of Metal Detecting, club business,
plus socializing & entertainment.
STEP UP – BUILDING THE SMART STEP-FAMILY – Every
Sun. 11am, Northland Christian Church, Room 4, 3102
NW Topeka Blvd. Focusing on the challenges facing
step-families and blended families. Contact Thomas
Munker at 249-3054 for info.
BIYS TRAIL LIFE & AMERICAN HERITAGE GIRLS TROUPS
- Every Mon. 6pm, Cornerstone Comm. Church, 7620 SW
21st. Faith-based scouting programs are kids age 5-18.
Register online at cornerstonetopeka.com. 478-2929.  
INNOVATIVE NETWORKING GROUP OF TOPEKA - every
other Wed. 11:20am - 12:30pm. www.INGTopeka.com -
go to Event page to see future meetings, locations and
register to attend. If you do not like a whole lot of rules
and costs, this group is for you! 
CAPITAL CITY NETWORKING GROUP - every Thur,
7:30am, Jayhawk Tower - www.ccng-online.com.
Membership cost $37.50 a quarter. 
TIBA NETWORKING GROUP - 2nd Tues, 11:30a.m.-1
p.m. MUST RSVP: Lunch is $10. www.topekatiba.org
I.N.G. WOMAN'S CHAPTER NETWORKING GROUP - every
2nd Sat., 11am. Bring your business cards, catalogs, a
guest and join in the fun! - No fees. INGTopeka.com 
DEAF WORSHIP SERVICE – 3rd Sun., 3pm, Faith
Lutheran Church, 17th & Gage. Also, every Sun. 9:30am
service is interpreted.
ADULT SINGLES MEETING - Sunday’s, 6:30 pm,
Countryside United Methodist Church parlor, 3221 SW
Burlingame Rd., north entrance.
FAMILY EXPERIENCE (FX) – Every Sun., 6:01pm,
Fairlawn Church of Nazarene, 730 Fairlawn Rd. A time of
high intensity, action packed, skit mania, worship music
all centered around the word of God for 45 minutes. A
free family worship event. For info: Emily Moore, 272-
6322 or fxthelawn@gmail.com.
LADIES' SMALL GROUP – Every Sun., 6pm, Bethel
Baptist Church, 4011 N. Kansas Ave. Studying the book
of Esther, using the DVD series "It's Tough Being a
Woman" by Beth Moore. All welcome. Info: 286-0467. 
THE FORCE (Students Taking Action) – 1st Mon. & 3rd
Tue., 6:30-8pm, Safe Streets, 2209 SW 29th St. A group
committed to being alcohol & drug free. Associate with
like-minded peers, plan activities & get involved in the
community. Youth ages 12-18 are invited.266-4606.
HEARTLAND HEALTHY NEIGHBORHOODS – 2nd Mon.,
11:45am-1pm. Promoting neighborhood well-being by
mobilizing people, ideas & resources. 233-1365.
POINT MAN AND HOME FRONT OF SHAWNEE CO - 1st,
3rd & 5th Tues. of each month, 6-8pm, Topeka Bible
Church, 1101 SW Mulvane, Potluck dinner begins at 6:10
PM. A Bible study and support group for military & veter-
ans and their wives, moms and sisters. Contact David
or Jacque Ankenman at 249-8359 or 221-1739.
TOPEKA LINCOLN CLUB – 1st Tue. of month, 7pm,
Topeka Public Library. Discussing our greatest President,

Abraham Lincoln, and his times. The public is welcome.
For info, contact Kirk Nystrom 235-6977.
CONCERNED WOMEN FOR AMERICA (CWA) – 1st Tue.,
June 2, 9-10am, Public Library, Anton Room (202). Also
3rd Fri., June 19, 7-8pm, Public Library, Marvin
Auditorium. For info: 785-861-0422.
OUR LADY OF THE FAITHFUL – Every 1st Tues., 6:30pm
Mass followed by Dinner, Most Pure Heart of Mary
Catholic Church. A Catholic group for those in their 20-
30s. For info: Michelle Ann 580-3071 or ourladyofthe-
faithful@gmail.com. All events are also posted on
Facebook at "Ourladyof theFaithful." 
SUNRISE OPTIMIST CLUB – Every Tue., 6:30am, Sunrise
Optimist Complex, 720 NW 50th St. Info:  246-1291.
O.W.L.S. (Older Wise Loving Saints) - meets the second
Tuesday of the month. Location varies and can be found
at www.faithfamilylife.com
S.W.A.G. (Spiritual Warriors Anointed by God) youth
group - Wed at 7:00 p.m. 3710 NW Topeka Blvd.
AWANA – Every Wed., 6-8pm, First Southern Baptist
Church, 1912 SW Gage Blvd. Bible based program for
children & youth ages 3-HS. For info: 272-0443.
AWANA – Every Wed., 6:30pm, Bethel Baptist Church,
4011 N. Kansas Ave. Bible based program for children &
youth ages 3-HS. For info: 286-0467.
AWANA – Every Wed., 6:30-8pm, Auburn Christian
Church. Bible based program for children & youth ages
3-HS. For info: 256-2515.
MACHINE EMBROIDERY CLUB – 1st Wed.,
9am–2:30pm, Our Savior's Lutheran Church, 2021 SW
29th Street (south doors). To teach each other, enjoy fell
owship & complete projects. Call Anne 271-1567.
SAFE STREETS MEETING – 1st Wed., 11:45am, Golf Park
Blvd, 2 blocks west of Adams. Info: 266-4606.
STUDENT IMPACT – Every Wed., 6–8pm, First Southern
Baptist, 1912 SW Gage Blvd. Youth games, teaching,
worship, small groups. For info: 272-0443.
TGIW: “TEACHING GOD’S INFINITE WISDOM” MEN’S
STUDY – Every Wed., 6:15am, Lawrence Wesleyan
Church, 3705 Clinton Parkway. Affiliated with
CharacterCounts.com. David Scheib, 865-5258 or
dvscheib@sunflower.com.
BIBLE STUDY - every Thur. 1pm-3pm in the Prayer Rm
at Faith Family Life Centre, 3710 NW Topeka Blvd.
CHRISTIAN CHALLENGE – Every Thurs. 7–9pm, First
Southern Baptist, 1912 SW Gage Blvd. Worship for col-

lege students.
LIFE FEST – 1st Thurs., 10am-12:30pm, Covenant Bapt
ist Church, 5440 SW 37th St. Celebrate Senior Life. For
info: 273-2811. 
OPERATION BACKPACK – 1st Thurs., 6pm, Lyman
Learning Center, Lyman and N. Kansas Ave. Volunteers
gather to assemble Weekend Snack Sacks for low-
income students. Sponsored by Topeka North Outreach.
For info: 286-1370. 
iMOM – 1st & 3rd Thurs., 9-11:30am, Topeka Bible
Church Fellowship Hall, 1135 SW College. For all moms,
helping them to be intentional! For info: 234-5545.
SINGLES BIBLE STUDY – 2nd & 4th Thurs., 7pm,
Heartland Worship Center Church of God, 1401 NW
Harrison. For info: 232-5503.
FULL GOSPEL BUSINESSMEN’S FELLOWSHIP – 3rd
Thurs., 6pm meal, 7pm meeting, Coyote Canyon, Hunto
on & Wanamaker. Kirk Nystrom, 235-6977.
BIBLES AND BOOTS: Chapter of Cowboys for Christ
Fellowship – 3rd Thurs., 7:30pm, Wamego. Call for loca-
tion. All welcome, no membership dues, livestock owner-
ship not required. Fellowship & fun! Doug Palmer, Pres.
410-9097, or Dave Boyd, V.P. 364-2779.
TOPEKA GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY – 4th Thurs., 7pm,
Topeka Shawnee County Public Library, 1515 SW 10th St.
No program in Nov. or Dec. Promotes & stimulates the
education, knowledge & interest of the membership &
the public in family history, genealogical records &
research. For info: 233-5762 or tgstopeka.org. 
KINGDOM ADVISORS TOPEKA AREA STUDY GROUP
MEETING – 3rd Thu., 11:30am, Northland Christian
Church, 3102 NW Topeka Blvd. Christian financial pro-
fessionals: Financial Planners, Accountants, Attorney’s
& Insurance Agents invited to attend. For info: kingdo-
madvisors.org or Jim Hanna, james.c.hanna@ampf.com
or 357-6278 x19.
TOPEKA (Downtown) OPTIMIST CLUB – Every Fri., noon,
Top of the Tower. Serving the youth of Topeka. Anyone
welcome. 272-1099 or fostern60@yahoo.com.
TOPS (Taking Off Pounds Sensibly) -- Every Fri. 8:30 to
10:00 am at 3221 SW Burlingame Road. 800-932-8677.
We're here for support for your weight loss journey.
tops.org
VIP LUNCHEON FOR SENIORS – Every Fri., Noon, North
Topeka Baptist Church, 123 NW Gordon. FREE lunch
with Christian fellowship, devotions & entertainment
provided by Topeka North Outreach. For Info: 286-1370.
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From Heart to Home
Infant Adoption Program

877-581-5437    www.kcsl.org

For over 120 years, adoption has been a core 
service throughout KCSL’s history. Let us help 

fulfill your dream of having a child. 

An adoption agency you can trust.

AUG. 1, AT THE CAPITAL
AUG.

1



A GOOD YARN CLUB – 2nd & 4th Sat., 9-11am,
Wanamaker Rd Baptist Church, 2700 SW Wanamaker.
Doing Good for Others: Knitting & Crocheting for Local
Charities, free yarn, needles, hooks & patterns. All are
welcome. Info: Debby, 215-4889, ddhenrikson@cox.net
BIBLE QUIZZING – 1st Sat. Learn God's Word & have
fun with area Christian youth age 9-19.  YFC/YEA style
quizzing & rules. 913-593-6427; biblequizzer.org
MONTHLY SCORE MEETING – 1st Sat., 8-9:30am,
Washburn Tech, 5724 SW Huntoon (enter east doors fac-
ing Huntoon). No RSVP or fee. Small business owners
are invited to a Breakfast Roundtable discussion with
(Service Corps of Retired Executives.  234-3049.
TOPEKA  LOVE AGLOW – Once a month on Sat. morning.
A time of worship, prayer and encountering God. Call
Tawny Barton at 785-409-0232 or Linda Williams at
785-267-0600 for details.
FREE ENGLISH CLASSES – Every Sat. 9-10:30am,
Central Congregational Church, 1248 SW Buchannan.
For info: 235-2376. 

RUSSIAN HOUSE OF PRAYER – Every Sat., 4pm,
Williamstown Assembly of God, 1225 Oak St.,
Perry/Williamstown. For info: 597-5228.
SINGLES PLAY CARDS SR. – 1st Sat., 6-9pm, St. Peter’s
UMC, NW 35th & Hwy 75 
SAVING DEATH ROW DOGS ADOPTION & EDUCATION
BOOTH - every Sat. 11am-2pm, Petco, 1930 SW
Wanamaker.
UPPER ROOM COMMUNITY – second Sat., 10 am,
Capitol Building 

SUPPORT GROUPS
MIDLAND CARE GRIEF SUPPORT Groups: Building A,
200 SW Frazier Circle.  Every Mon., 4-5pm: 12 Week
Adult Group for Reent Loss  1st and 3rd Thu., 10:30am &
5:30pm—Ongoing Adult Group  1st and 3rd Thu.,
5:30pm: Ongoing Young Adult Group (4-18 years of age)
For All Groups: Call for start dates and info packet.
Group and individual grief support available upon

request. For info: 785-232-2044 ext.341
ABORTION RECOVERY SUPPORT GROUPS – A 12-step
Restoring Joy recovery journey for women. Providing
services for women & men who suffer from Post-
Abortion Syndrome. For info: Kay Lyn, 272-6212.
AL-ANON FAMILY GROUPS – for friends & families of
alcoholics. For info: 785-409-3072 or topekaalanon.org
PURSUIT FOR SEXUAL PURITY – Men struggling with
pornography & sexual addiction.  This bible
study/accountability group uses the Pure Desire book by
Ted Roberts. For info: Hunter Ruch, Topeka Bible Church,
234-5545 or hruch@topekabiblechurch.org.
ALZHEIMER’S SUPPORT GROUPS – Monthly support
group meetings for caregivers of individuals with
Alzheimer’s disease or a related dementia. For info:
Alzheimer’s Association, Heart of America Chapter, 271-
1844 or email cindy.miller@alz.org.
"BETRAYED HEART" support group/Bible study – For
women whose husbands struggle with pornography
addictions or have had affairs. Videos & workbook will
give you hope for your marriage & emotional healing.
For info: Jane Goble, 478-9605.
BIKERS AGAINST CHILD ABUSE – NE Kansas Chapter
(B.A.C.A.) 3rd Sun., 4 pm American Legion, 3800 SE
Michigan. Open to the public. For info: 817-5801.
FRIENDS WITH M.S. – 3rd Mon., 6:30pm, Our Savior's
Lutheran Church, 2021 SW 29th St. (Enter East door). A
Multiple Sclerosis support group. Donna, 266-7383.
BOUNCE BACK SELF-HELP – 3rd Mon., 6:30pm, Our
Savior’s Lutheran Church, 2021 SW 29th St. For those
living with multiple sclerosis. For info: 273-0799.
INCARCERATED PERSONS & FAMILIES – 1st Mon.,
6:30–7:30pm, YMCA, 421 Van Buren. 286-2329.
THE COMPASSIONATE FRIENDS BEREAVED PARENTS
GROUP – Meets 4th Monday in Formation classroom at
Most Pure Heart of Mary, 17th & Stone. Discussion
starts at 7pm with fellowship & refreshments at 8:30.
For info: Susan 272-4895
OVERCOMERS OUTREACH – Every Mon., 7-8:30pm,
Wanamaker Woods Church, 3501 SW Wanamaker Rd. A
bridge between traditional church and traditional 12
step meetings. 409-9111;
wwcnovercomers@gmail.com.
GRIEF SUPPORT OPPORTUNITIES – Sponsored by
Heartland Hospice for those dealing with death or major
loss: 1st Mon., 5:30-7:30pm, Individual appointments;
other times are available. Call Terry Frizzell directly at

(785)230-6730.  3rd Thurs., 11am, Lunch After Loss,
Paisano’s Ristorante, Fleming Place, SW 10th & Gage
Blvd,. Dutch treat luncheon to meet new friends who
have sat where you are sitting. Reservations 271-6500.
OVEREATERS / UNDEREATERS ANONYMOUS:
MON., 7pm – Westminister Presbyterian, south door,
upstairs in Library; 233-6724.
WED., 7pm – St. Francis Hospital meeting room 6, 2nd
floor; 234-8020.
SAT. - 9am – St. Francis Hospital meeting room 8, 2nd
floor; 862-2326.
For info: 357-8774; sunflowerintergroup.oa.org.
CHRIST-CENTERED SUPPORT GROUP – “Strong Tower”
12 step recovery program – Tue., 7pm, 1331 SW
Harrison. Currently discussing the book “Living Free in
Christ.” For info: Tony, 620-366-1427.
NAMI TOPEKA – Every 2nd Tue., 6:45pm, lower level of
Valeo, 330 SW Oakley. If door is locked, call 608-1317 to
get in. The 1st hour is often a discussion of an important
topic or video. & 2nd hour is usually a support talk time,
w/       separate consumer & family groups.608-1317.
GRANDPARENT/RELATIVE CAREGIVER SUPPORT
GROUP – 3rd Tue., 6:30-8pm, 2nd floor meeting room,
St. Francis Hosp, 1700 SW 7th. Join for support, informa-
tion, etc. For info: Sharla, 286-2329; Jennie
(English/Spanish) 231-0763.
THE GREATER TOPEKA MULTIPLE MYELOMA – 3rd Tue.,
7-8:30pm, Faith Lutheran Church, 17th St. & Gage Blvd.
Oen to Multiple Myeloma patients, their family members
& friends. Share support, information,& friendship. For
info: Donna, 903-918-9553.   
"HEALING AFTER THE SUICIDE OF A LOVED ONE"
("HEAL") – or Survivors of Suicide" (SOS). 1st & 3rd Tue.,
7-8:30pm, Pozez Education Center of Stormont Vail
Hospital, 1505 SW 8th St. Serving anyone who has lost
a loved one by suicide.
PRISON OUTREACH MINISTRY – Every Tue., 7-9pm,
Topeka Women’s Prison, 815 Rice Rd. Reaching out to
those who can’t come in, finding freedom behind bars,
inspiring inmates to seek salvation during a difficult
time. Providing support & guidance through the Holy
Spirit to offer strength. Director: Don Garner. 286-0489
or faithfamilylifeministries@gmail.com.
GAMBLERS ANONYMOUS – Every Wed, 7pm, St. Francis
Hospital, meeting room #8.
JAYHAWK AREA AGENCY ON AGING – 4th Wed., 1pm,
Rosehill Place Clubhouse. Monthly support group for

caregivers of seniors. For info: 235-1367 ext.30.
MOMS-IN-TOUCH PRAYER GROUP – Every Wed., 2:30-
3:30pm, Library at Cair Paravel-Latin School. Experience
God’s power through prayer as we lift our students,
teachers, staff, administrators & board up to the Lord.
For info: 357-0369.
DIVORCECARE PROGRAMS – locations and times:
TUE. – 7-8:30pm, Covenant Baptist Church, 5440 SW
37th St. Cost $15. Scholarships available. Also
DC4K(DivorceCare for Kids) and Single & Parenting
beginning May 13. For info: 273-2811
WED. – 6:30pm, Topeka Bible Church, 1101 SW Mulvane.
Cost: $15. Child care provided. For info: 379-0505 or
www.divorcecare.org.
WED. – 6:45 – 8:45pm, Walnut View Christian Church,
3634 SE 37th St. Cost:  $10 registration (scholarships
available). Video seminar series featuring some of the
nation’s foremost experts on divorce and recovery top-
ics, combined with support group discussion of the
materials. Free child care children up to fifth grade. Info:
266-7550 or walnutviewcc@att.net.  divorcecare.org. 
NAMI WASHBURN – 4th Thurs., 6-8pm, Spirit Building
Room, University United Methodist Church, 1621 SW
College Ave. NAMI is a student-run, student-led organi-
zation that provides mental health support, education,
& advocacy in the Washburn University setting. A sup-
port group is also available during this time.
PROSTATE CANCER SUPPORT GROUP – 1st Thurs.,
7pm, 2nd floor conf. room of the cancer unit at St
Francis Hospital. For info: 266-9533.
NICOTINE ANONYMOUS – Every Fri., 6:30pm, Town &
Country Christian Church Renaissance Room, 4925 SW
29th St., use west door cross red foot bridge. A fellow-
ship of men & women helping each other to live free of
nicotine. No fees. 402-321-486; Laboomaha@att.net.
CELEBRATE RECOVERY – Every Fri., 6pm, 1912 Gage
Blvd. A Christ centered program, based on 8 principles
found in Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount. Applying these
Biblical principles, become free from addictive & dys-
functional behaviors.  220-0017 or crtopeka.org.
TOPEKA NAR-ANON FAMILY GROUP – For families &
friends who are affected by someone else’s narcotic
addiction. Every Sat. – 1005 SW 10th, next to Oxford
House, noon-1:15 pm.   www.naranonmidwest.org
COVENANT KEEPERS – 3rd Sat. Group for people who
want to see their marriage saved when their spouse
wants out.  For info: 816-453-0884 or 816-966-0927.
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Kurdish Win Major
Battle With ISIS

((WNS)--Kurdish forces in Syria cel-
ebrated a major victory over Islamic
State (ISIS) militants, reclaiming the
strategic town of Tal Abyad on the
Turkish border. Tal Abyad has served
as a major supply route for ISIS, and
analysts say its loss could cripple
the militant group. It’s also been a
gateway for fighters joining the
group to travel freely from Turkey
into ISIS-controlled areas in Syria.
Reclaiming the territory will allow
Kurdish fighters to connect several
of the territories it controls, giving
the group a contiguous power base.
The Kurds, considered a terrorist
group itself in Turkey, have been
fighting for independence for
decades. Despite mixed support for
their fighters in the West and the
Middle East, the Kurds have shows
the best ability to take on ISIS.

newsbriefs

Female Kurdish Defenders
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MOVIES, BOOKS, MUSIC & MORE!

music news

Reviewed by Carolyn Cogswell

ADOPTION
continued from page 1

What was/is the Vietnam War for you?
For many, it's a history book chapter.  For
me it was a controversial conflict that
divided our nation and set university cam-
puses aflame.  For my classmates, it was
variously cause for debate, protest, a call to
serve, or motivation to relocate to Canada.

To my current barber – a former mayor
in South Vietnam – it meant fleeing home
and establishing a new life.

For many, it meant tragic injury, death,
bereavement, perhaps decades of stress,
broken relationships, shattered dreams.
Over 58,000 Americans died there.

As this nation commemorates the war's
50th anniversary, a touching new film
traces its impact on two families.  Faith of
our Fathers tells a moving (fictional) story
of two men who, in 1997, embark on a
journey to the Vietnam Veterans
Memorial in Washington, DC, to discover
the fathers they never knew.  Guided by
wartime letters from their dads – combat
companions who died in Vietnam – John
Paul George and Wayne Adams meet their
fathers and themselves.

ODD-COUPLE ODYSSEY
Stephen Baldwin, Kevin Downes,

David A.R. White, Candace Cameron
Bure, Rebecca St. James and Si Robertson

star.  
The film weaves 1969 combat drama

into this odd-couple odyssey from the
California burbs to rural Mississippi and
beyond.  John Paul (Downes) is a subur-
ban Christian; Wayne (White) a reclusive
country boy soured on religion.  John Paul
wonders how his father died.  Wayne's let-
ters shed clues, but he'd prefer parts of his
past remain buried.

We see humor and angst as the men
squabble, adjust, and learn of their fathers'
love for them.  Like the sons, the fathers
began divided on faith – John Paul's dad
devout, Wayne's cynical.  Friendship and
combat's grim realities focused both on
things eternal.

Baldwin plays their army sergeant.
Bure plays John Paul's fiancée.  Singer
Rebecca St. James plays a sweet, "innocent"
hitchhiker.  Si Robertson – Duck
Dynasty's "Uncle Si" – plays, well, himself.  

DUCK DYNASTY WISDOM
Please forgive me, but I'm one of the

few in the civilized world who just don't
get Duck Dynasty.  

I will concede this: in this movie, the
man can push beef jerky.  And as both a
person of faith and a Vietnam vet,
Robertson contributes a personal touch to
the film's cause:  

"So many young men…left families
behind who never got to know those great
guys.  This story is about…Vietnam, but it
happens in all wars, and I'm proud to be
part of a film that helps bring peace to
people." 

BRINGING PEACE
Bringing peace to troubled hearts is a

film objective.  Producers dedicated the
film "to military service men and women
and their families who have made the ulti-
mate sacrifice."  They cite Jesus: "Greater
love has no one than this, that he lay down
his life for his friends."

As illustrative examples, Downes tells of
a veteran and a surviving family member
whom the film helped to process war-
related memories.  

50TH ANNIVERSARY?
A history refresher for folks like me

who might be puzzled that the war's 50th
anniversary would be happening in 2015,
since US participation preceded 1965:  A
2012 presidential proclamation declared a
13-year commemoration of the 50th
anniversary.  

US Vietnam military involvement
evolved in the 1950s and 1960s from
advice and support to direct combat.  A
2012 US Department of Defense
Information Paper argues it's impossible
to fix a precise US start date, but that a July
28, 1965, LBJ press conference ("We will
not surrender and we will not retreat") "is
probably the strongest contender…" if
one had to choose.

The war ended in April 1975 when
America pulled out, Saigon fell, and South
Vietnam surrendered to the North.  Alas,
it still hasn't ended for many survivors and
families.  Maybe Faith of our Fathers can

help more move toward closure.

Rusty Wright is an author and lecturer
who has spoken on six continents.  He

holds Bachelor of Science (psychology)
and Master of Theology degrees from
Duke and Oxford universities, respective-
ly. www.RustyWright.com 

entertainment
by Rusty Wright RATED PG-13 (USA) "FOR BRIEF WAR

VIOLENCE"  
WWW.FAITHOFOURFATHERSMOVIE.COM    
OPENS JULY 1

film411
FAITH OF OUR FATHERS MOVIE FOCUSES ON VIETNAM WAR HEALING



Every year, I usually give ten titles as a
suggested summer reading list. These are
books that either I have read, or plan to.
Most are brand new. A few, here and
there, may be a year or two older. Either
way, they are on the top of my recom-
mended summer reading list. 

So in no particular order …

■ David McCullough, The Wright
Brothers. McCullough should probably

be called America’s favorite
historian. Before him, for
me, it was Daniel Boorstin. I
read everything
McCullough writes. In my
humble opinion, so should
you.

■ C.J. Sansom, Lamentation. If you
haven’t become a fan of Sansom’s
“Matthew Shardlake” novels, then you are
in for a treat as you feast on each and

every one. For those already
on board, you won’t want to
miss this, his latest. I know –
I’ve already devoured it. But
don’t start with this one if
you’re new to the series – go
back to the very start and begin with
Dissolution.

■ Conn Iggulden, War of the Roses:
Stormbird. Historical fiction is a weakness
of mine – meaning, I love it in almost

every form. And Iggulden is
a master. I tore through his
series on Genghis Khan,
then ripped through his
series on Caesar. Now he
takes on the War of the Roses. I’m so
there. Actually, was there. Already read the
first installment like devouring dessert.

■ Brennan Manning, All
Is Grace: A Ragamuffin
Memoir. Every now and
then I tell my soul that I need
a good stiff dose of Manning
to counteract the toxic ele-
ments of my (often) grace-
less thinking. Though it came out as his
last book (in 2011) before his death in
2013, I just read this autobiography, and it
was another helpful journey. But if you
haven’t read any of Manning’s books,
don’t start here. Read (at least) The
Ragamuffin Gospel first, then delve in.

■ Boris Johnson, The Churchill
Factor: How One Man Made
History. Okay, I have more
biographies on Churchill in
my library than almost any-
one else. I’m not only a clos-
et anglophile, but a
Churchillian. So why read
yet another? Johnson himself is an
intriguing figure, but more than any-
thing, I like the “Great Man” approach to
history. And since Churchill is, in my esti-
mation, the great man of the 20th centu-
ry, I’m all in for this one.

■ Joseph J. Ellis, The Quartet:
Orchestrating the American
Revolution, 1783-1789. Ellis
has produced some of the
best work on early American
history to date. Period. This
should prove to be a worthy
addition.

■ Steven Johnson, How We Got To
Now: Six Innovations that Made the
Modern World. Just read the title – how

could you resist? He was also
the author of The Invention
of Air (another worthy
read). I can even give you the
six innovations, as it won’t
do anything but whet your
appetite: glass, cold, sound, clean, time
and light. Now how can you
not read it?

■ Walter Isaacson, The
Innovators: How a Group of
Hackers, Geniuses, and
Geeks Created the Digital
Revolution. If you don’t
understand this aspect of recent history,
you won’t understand the world in which
you live. And in case you didn’t recognize
the author, he’s the one who wrote the
bestselling biography of Steve Jobs. In
other words, you’ll be in good hands.

■ Kevin M. Kruse, One Nation Under
God: How Corporate
America Invented Christian
America. Hmmm…worth a
read to see what he says. And
if it’s informed. I think it will
be an angle worth noting,
but not an angle worth
enshrining. But there’s no doubt his
premise has some merit, and worth read-
ing, if for no other reason than to learn to
pick our way carefully through the cultur-
al minefields.

■ Grant Wacker, America’s Pastor:
Billy Graham and the Shaping of a
Nation. I respect Wacker’s
work, and the cultural tie-
in makes it even more
intriguing. It may not be
the definitive biography of
Billy (so far, to my thinking,
that goes to William C.
Martin’s A Prophet with Honor), but I’ll
see after I read it. I suspect I’ll really,
really like it.

Ten books. An entire summer. Enjoy.
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Alan Goforth | Metro Voice

Dre Tee has been performing and writ-
ing music since his early teens. Originally
focused on breaking into the bigtime, the
Lord had different plans for him. Metro
Voice recently got a chance to visit with
this up-and-coming rap artist. Catching
up at the great Lufti’s Fish and Soul Food,
Dre Tee filled us in on his goals and some
history.

“Grandpa [was] a preacher,” Dre Tee
says, “[I] grew up in that type of environ-
ment.” 

However, even with a strong Christian
background, he says starting out as a
young artist he was attracted to the indus-
try staples of the time. 

“[I] sang about girls, sex and money,”
he continues, noting there wasn’t a whole
lot of music he knew, at the time, speak-
ing to his generation. His attitude, and
life, changed, however. Running into a
number of various life altering issues, Dre
Tee realized there was more to his life and
career plans that simply following a musi-
cal trend. 

“Recently, I was car-jacked at gun-
point,” he says, recalling offering a ride to
a few people he thought were friends, “I
realized I need to live by His Word; be
what He wants me to be.”

“I love music, but I love God more
and wanted to share that with the people.
I want them to see Christ in a different
way,” he says. He sees what’s going on in
St. Louis, Baltimore, and other places
around the country and laments the
racial tension. “I want people to live their
life the right way.” 

“Dre Tee could be the Gospel rapper
in Kansas City,” says  Rio Bravo, Dre Tee’s
manager, “he’s that committed to what
he’s doing. Dre did a few secular songs
then decided to go gospel.”

Along with producer Neostar, as well
as producer and engineer Nave, Dre Tee
has continued putting out quality music
for free download. He is currently work-
ing on his mixtape series titled "One Way
2 God". His first release, "Dre Tee one way
2 God" as well as "Volume 2" are available

now for free download on datpiff.com.
Currently, he is also working on a debut
EP "Use Me or Destroy Me." 

“I’ve been getting a lot of good
response,” Tee says, “some constructive
criticism.” Even some materiel he initially
thought wasn’t up to his standards have
become popular among listeners. “Some
songs I’ve recorded I didn’t like, but
friends would be responding real posi-
tively.”

While his music is important, he is
committed to “totally shar[ing] my testi-
mony.” And his story is gaining momen-
tum. Coast2Coat Mix Tapes, one of the
most downloaded releases online has
recently picked up Dre Tee’s “Understand
It” (produced by Neostar) to be released
on an upcoming volume.

Just a note: Coast2Coast Mix Tapes are
not a Christian organization, so be sure to
be cautious checking out what else is
being offered if sensitive to non-Christian
(even potentially offensive) material.
Also, we’ve had a chance to share Dre
Tee’s music with friends who are not
Believers, but enjoy R & B and rap music.
They have given him very good reviews! 

For more information and booking,
follow manager Rio Bravo on Twitter,

musicscene

D.C.
Jeanes
Metro Voice
Music Critic

KC rapper making waves for Jesus in music industry

nn Please see SPECIAL

Not too late to find a good read for the summer

What if the worldview of two teens,
one Israeli and one Palestinian, collided
after a horrific suicide bomb blast in
Jerusalem.  “Two Keys” is a short film
project with local roots that sets to
explore that possibility and how both
lives are changed. Written by Kansas City
screenwriter Laura Woodworth, the film
will shoot late this summer in Kansas
City and Israel if it meets an Indiegogo
campaign of
$75,000.

The award
w i n n i n g
screenplay
promotes the
concept of
“one new
man.” Adi,
the Israeli
teen, is a
Me s s i a n i c
Jew growing
up in Jerusalem. When her life becomes
intertwined with a young Palestinian
Muslim, she is challenged to see if her
faith can bring peace. Can Jew and
Gentile really become one?

“Two Keys brings a different message

than the popular Hunger Games
and Divergent films which encour-
age young people to look inside
themselves for strength,” says
Woodworth. “Faith in God can
make you strong. Your faith can
help you overcome impossible sit-
uations.”

Once the film’s budget is met, a
nationwide casting call will be posted for
talent and crew opportunities. The proj-
ect has already attracted Hollywood
attention.

Woodworth will direct and produce
the film with her husband and co-pro-
ducer, S. Alan Woodworth. Katina
Zinner, daughter of Academy Award-
winning editor Peter Zinner, of “The
Godfather” will edit the film. 

Brad Wilson, manager of Academy
Award-winner Robert Duvall’s produc-
tion company for 11 years, is the execu-
tive producer, along with Casey Bond,
known for his acting in “Moneyball”
with Brad Pitt. Additionally, actor Stelio
Savante, Screen Actors Guild Award
nominee for his role in “Ugly Betty” and
winner of the American Movie Award,
will portray a Palestinian separatist. 

David Woodworth, known for his
work on the Kansas City-produced “3
Blind Saints” and award winning televi-
sion show, “The Steve and Kathy Show”
is cinematographer. Most recently
announced is Integrity Music artist,
musician and worship leader Dustin
Smith who is composer for the film.

“Two Keys” offers a message of hope
to young people living in Israel as well as
in Ferguson or in Baltimore. Your life
matters, no matter how impossible the
situation.

“Two Keys” film speaks peace 
to Israel and hope to teens

i moreinformation
For more information or
to donate, visit Indiegogo

at
http://igg.me/at/twokey

smovie. 

by Dr. James Emery White�
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Social Isolation
Social isolation occurs when an

individual has limited contact with
others and perceives that level of con-
tact is inadequate.  Social isolation
can be compared/contrasted to lone-
liness, but it is much more broadly
defined than simply feeling lonely,
which can sometimes happen when
an individual is with a large group of
people!  Social isolation often occurs
in aging adults following retirement,
loss of a spouse, health-related issues,
and many other factors.  Social isola-
tion is linked to depression as both a
risk factor and a result of depression.  

So how do we combat social isola-
tion as we Age In Place?  Purpose
appears to be a key aspect of battling
social isolation.  Aging adults should
be keenly intent on clearly defining
their purpose in life in the post-retire-
ment years.  Part of that awareness

includes honestly answering some
basic questions:

What gets me up in the morning?

What energizes me?

What brings purpose to my life?

For many aging adults, activities
such as volunteering bring a wonder-
ful purpose to life, as a way of giving
back to society, while connecting with
people as a way of remaining active
and engaged.  Many opportunities
exist in various fields which rely heav-
ily on a group of dedicated volunteers
to support the work of the organiza-
tion.  

Working part-time can also be a
wonderful way of staying connected
to and engaged with the world out-
side your home.  And the positive

result of earning some extra income
can assist those who may need to sup-
plement their fixed incomes - an
additional benefit.

The aspect of nurturing is a power-
ful force in preventing social isola-
tion.  Caring for pets, plants and kids
is always a healthy endeavor which
can bring much happiness and grati-
fication.  

The important thing is to find what
you are passionate about and begin
feeding that passion, whatever it may
be.  And it is never too late to start
doing just that!  So find your purpose
in life, no matter what age, and live
that authentic version of your life –
indeed your own life, starting today!

Dennis is the Program Director of
Live Well       at Home by Brewster,   an

On Feb. 13, 2011, CBS-TV reporter
Serene Branson shocked Grammy
Award viewers when she appeared to
experience a stroke (the interruption of
blood flow to the brain) on air. After
Branson began to speak gibberish,
paramedics on the scene checked her
out and released her. She had a col-
league drive her home.

Fortunately, it reportedly turned out
to be a complex migraine — because if
it had been a stroke, “she did exactly the
wrong thing by waiting and then going
home. She should have gone straight to
a hospital. Time saved is brain saved,”
says Dr. Larry B. Goldstein, spokesper-
son for the American Stroke
Association (ASA) and director of
Duke Stroke Center, Durham, N.C. He
adds that even though the paramedics
“cleared her,” she still should have gone
to the hospital immediately. (To be fair,
the paramedics may have recommend-
ed that, but they can’t force someone.)

Stroke is the No. 4 cause of death and
a leading cause of disability in the
United States, according to the ASA.
There are two kinds of strokes:
ischemic, which accounts for 87 per-
cent and happens when a blood clot
stops up a brain blood vessel or artery
to the brain, and hemorrhagic, which is
caused when a brain blood vessel
breaks and results in bleeding inside or
over the brain.

Major symptoms of a stroke:
• Sudden numbness or weakness of

the face, arm, or leg, especially on one
side of the body

• Sudden confusion, or trouble
speaking or understanding

• Sudden trouble seeing in one or
both eyes

• Sudden trouble walking, dizziness,
loss of balance, or coordination

• Sudden, severe headache with no

known cause
Less frequent symptoms (but occur

often in women):
• Sudden onset of nausea, and vom-

iting
• Brief loss of consciousness or faint-

ing, confusion or convulsions
• Sudden hiccups
• Sudden face and limb pain
• Sudden shortness of breath and

chest pain
3 easy tests to assess symptoms:
• Ask the person to smile. Does one

side of the face droop?
• Ask the person to raise his arms.

Does one arm drift downward?
• Ask the person to say a simple sen-

tence. Watch for garbled words and

slurred speech.
If you think you or someone with

you is having a stroke, here’s what to
do:

• Call 9-1-1 right away. Do not “wait
and see” if the symptoms subside. The
sooner the patient gets medical atten-
tion, the better the outcome. “If you
have a choice, wait for the paramedics
rather than driving the patient yourself.
Patients who are transported by EMS
are evaluated much quicker than peo-
ple who are driven in,” Goldstein says.
(And, of course, do not drive if you are
the one with the possible stroke!)

• Call even if symptoms disappear. In
a transient ischemic attack, symptoms
usually only last a few minutes but it is

a warning that a major
stroke may be coming.
“The best way to treat a
stroke is to never have it
to begin with. This is an
opportunity to try to pre-
vent one,”  Goldstein says.

• Note the time when
symptoms appeared and
let the paramedics know.
There are time frames after which cer-
tain drugs can’t be used.

• Do not give the patient aspirin. “A
stroke is a brain event, not a heart
attack,” Goldstein explains. “You can’t
tell what kind of stroke the person is
having. If it’s hemorrhagic, aspirin will
make the brain bleed worse.”

There’s an app for that. Download
the ASA’s free Spot a Stroke FAST app
to your iPhone or iPad — it lists stroke
symptoms and locates appropriate hos-
pitals. It’s good to have around as a
reminder in a crisis. (Android version
coming soon.)

The Best Ways to Survive a Stroke

innovative, lifecare membership pro-
gram designed for active, healthy adults
who wish to remain in their homes as
they age.  Dennis has 23 years’ experi-
ence in aging services and is a
LeadingAge Leadership Academy
Fellow and a Certified Aging Services
Professional.  He holds a Master of Arts

Degree from St. Louis University.  For
more information about Live Well at
Home by Brewster, contact Dennis at
785-374-3394.

For additional information about
volunteer opportunities at Brewster,
please contact Maxine Gilbert at 785-
374-3374.

By Dennis Grindel

By Beth Levine



Kathy Markham, Ben Rigdon and Carrie Rolin were all
smiles at the open house of the new Legend facility.

xxxxxxxxxxxxx
nn Please see GUARDIANS page 18
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MEDICARE

Question: 
I will rely on Medicare

when I retire. Can you explain
the different parts of
Medicare?

Answer:
The different parts of

Medicare cover your specific
needs. There are four parts, all
of which work in tandem to
deliver healthcare services. 

• Part A (hospital insurance):
Hospital insurance helps pay for inpa-
tient care in a hospital or skilled nursing
facility (following a hospital stay), some
home health care, and hospice care.

• Part B (medical insurance):  Medical
insurance helps pay for doctors’ services
and many other medical services and
supplies that hospital insurance doesn’t
cover.

• Part C (Medicare Advantage plans):
If you have Medicare Parts A and B, you
can join a Medicare Advantage plan.
Private companies offer Medicare
Advantage plans which are approved by
Medicare. These plans generally help
you pay the medical costs not covered by
Medicare Part A and B.

• Part D (prescription drug coverage):
Prescription drug coverage helps pay for
medications doctors prescribe for treat-
ment.

GENERAL

Question:
I stumbled onto your YouTube chan-

nel while looking at funny cat videos.
Why does Social Security produce cat
videos?

Answer:
It’s just one of many ways for us to

connect to people where they already
spend time. It’s important for us to let
everyone know about all we do for
Americans, and we’re especially interest-

ed in getting the word out about our
easy, convenient, and secure online serv-
ices. That’s why we look for creative
ways to reach people, young and old.
Our popular YouTube videos are not
only a hit with viewers, but they let peo-
ple know the best way to apply for ben-
efits—online. See the videos for yourself
at www.socialsecurity.gov. Just select the
YouTube link at the bottom right side of
the page.  By the way, the cat videos have
already received more than one million
views.

Question:
When a person who has worked and

paid Social Security taxes dies, who is
eligible for survivors benefits?

Answer:
Social Security survivors benefits can

be paid to:
• Widows or widowers—unreduced

benefits at full retirement age, or
reduced benefits as early as age 60;

• Disabled widows or widowers—as
early as age 50;

• Widows or widowers at any age if
they take care of the deceased's child
who is under age 16 or disabled and
receiving Social Security benefits;

• Unmarried children under age 18,
or up to age 19 if they are attending sec-
ondary school full time. Under certain
circumstances, benefits can be paid to
stepchildren and grandchildren;

• Children at any age who were dis-
abled before age 22 and remain dis-
abled; and

• Dependent parents age
62 or older.

Even if you are divorced,
you still may qualify for sur-
vivors benefits. For more
information, go to
www.socialsecurity.gov. 

RETIREMENT

Question: 
What is a Social Security

“credit?”

Answer:
During your working years, earnings

covered by Social Security are posted to
your record. You earn Social Security
credits based on those earnings. The
amount of earnings needed for one
credit rises as average earnings levels
rise. In 2014, you receive one credit for
each $1,200 of earnings. You can earn
up to a maximum of four credits a year.
Most people will need 40 credits (or 10
years of work) to be eligible for retire-
ment benefits. Learn more by reading
the online publication How You Earn
Credits at www.socialsecurity.gov/pubs. 

Question:
I’ve heard you can apply online for

retirement benefits. But isn’t it easier just
to go into an office? 

Answer:
Retiring online is the easier way to go.

There’s no need to fight traffic to travel
to a local Social Security office and wait
for an appointment with a Social
Security representative. You can apply in
as little as 15 minutes. Just visit
www.socialsecurity.gov. Once you sub-
mit your electronic application, you’re
done. In most cases there are no forms
to sign or documents to mail. Join the
millions of people who already retired
online. Visit www.socialsecurity.gov. 

Question:
What is the earliest age that I can

begin receiving retirement benefits?

Answer:
You can get a reduced benefit as early

as age 62. The 1983 Social Security
Amendments raised the full retirement
age for people born in 1938 and later.
But it did not change the minimum age
for retirement. Keep in mind that your
monthly benefit amount could be about
33 percent higher if you wait until your
full retirement age and about 76 percent
higher if you defer payments until age
70. Visit our Retirement Estimator to
find out how much you can expect to
receive depending on the age at which
you want to retire. You can find it at
www.socialsecurity.gov/estimator. 

DISABILITY

Question:
How does Social Security decide if I

am disabled?

Answer:
For an adult to be considered dis-

abled, Social Security must determine
that you are unable to do the work you
did before and that, based on your age,
education, and work experience, you are
unable to adjust to any other work that
exists in significant numbers in the
national economy. Also, your disability
must last or be expected to last for at
least one year or to result in death. Social

SOCIAL SECURITY QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

           

Call (785) 478-9440 or visit aldersgatevillage.org!
7220 SW Asbury Drive | Topeka, KS 66614

Independent Living
Assisted LIving
Memory Care
Skilled Nursing Care

Rehabilitation Services
Sub-acute Program
Transportation

Security pays for total disability only.
No benefits are payable for partial dis-
ability or short-term disability (less
than a year). For more information, we

recommend you read our publication,
Disability Benefits, available online at
www.socialsecurity.gov/pubs. 
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Last week the
Kansas City Royals
had seven players who
were leading their
position in All-Star
voting. This week,
four days before the
voting ends, the
Royals have five who are still in the
lead. Kendrys Morales was passed by
Nelson Cruz at DH and Mike
Moustakas was overcome by Josh
Donaldson, who, by the way, is having
a great year.

That leaves Salvador Perez at catch-
er, Omar Infante at second, Alcides
Escobar at short, Alex Gordon in left
and Lorenzo Cain in center. Of the five,
I truly believe that all of them, with the
exception of Infante, deserve to be an
All-Star. Now don’t start throwing
rocks at me until you hear me out. If
you were to look at stats alone, (pretty
good way to determine one's worthi-
ness for the All-Star game), then you
would see that Houston second base-

man Jose Altuve is leading Infante in
batting average, (.292 vs. .237), RBI’s
(30 vs. 23) and stolen bases (21 vs. 1).
In addition, Altuve leads in home runs
(7 vs. 0), hits (83 vs. 57) and on base
percentage (.336 vs. .239). Sure, the fan
in me would love to see all of the
Royals get voted into the All-Star game,
but there is no one who can convince
me that Infante is more deserving than
Altuve. I use Altuve’s name because at
this point he is only trailing Infante by
230,000 votes.

A lot of national media and sports
fans in general have bashed Royals
fans for voting for the entire
team as many times as
MLB.com allows. I don’t
understand that at all. It seems
to me that ANY team in ANY
sport would love to have passion-
ate fans who cared for their teams.
Royal’s fans have nothing to be embar-
rassed about nor do they need to apol-
ogize. They worked the system and it
almost backfired for Major League
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II Corinthians 5:18 tell us “…And
God has given us the task of reconcil-
ing people to Him”.  The Lord has
placed us, as His followers, in strategic
circles of relationships at home, work,
school and neighborhoods we are His
ambassadors.  Sharing the Gospel in
today’s culture can be a scary challenge
but can also be a great adventure.   

For the past 15 years, we have found
a unique partnership of sharing the
Gospel with professional sporting
events.  Around the country I have had
the privilege of sharing the greatest
story ever told with America’s favorite
pasttime and seeing lives changed for
eternity.

The secret in the effectiveness of this
kind of outreach is not in the game or
even the event itself but with individu-
als praying for friends and inviting
them to the game and event.  Without
individuals taking advantage of this
ministry outreach by inviting their
friends, Safe At Home will be a fun
night of baseball and Christian enter-
tainment but will fall short of people
beginning or renewing their relation-
ship with Christ.   Many times we have
friends that would not be as open to
accepting our invitation to a more
normal church service but would be
willing to come to a baseball game
with the event to follow. 

Our goal is to see as many individu-
als challenged with having a personal
relationship with Christ and giving
them a chance to respond.  In the last

three years with the Royals, we have
seen tens of thousands hear how
Christ loves them and wants to walk
with them through life and thankfully
hundreds have responded.  In talking
with these individuals, we find that
they all have unique faith stories.  

At a recent Safe At Home with the
Royals one pastor wrote and told us
about one of his stories.  “Bryan was
baptized this past Sunday.  Bryan was
able to share his testimony with over
60 kids at an outreach event that our
church had.  Bryan told the story of
how he accepted Christ at the Safe At
Home.  His story impacted all the kids
in attendance.  Thank you for your
service to the Kingdom.  Bryan’s life is
forever changed.”   We love this type
testimony because it shows how the
ministry at the ballpark can be multi-
plied into other lives and outreach
events.

Safe At Home gives churches a
chance to grow both numerically and
spiritually.  We work to see that indi-
viduals who make a commitment at
the event are referred to a local church
for long-term follow up.  This helps

the church grow.  Individuals have
grown spiritually because they have
seen their prayers answered by their
friends who responded to Christ.

When I have a chance to go fishing,
I want to know there are fish in the
water before I go fishing.  As an evan-
gelist, I am called to be a “fisher of
men” and before presenting the
Gospel at an event like Safe At Home,
I want to know there are fish in the
pond.  Please join me in prayerfully
considering how to use Safe At Home
as a tool to reach your family and
friends for Christ.  We are grateful to
the Royals organization for making
this event possible and for local
churches embracing this kind of out-
reach in a serious way.  Together we
can have a great impact on our com-
munity for the Kingdom of Christ.

Safe At Home: A
Partner for the Gospel

Baseball. I can only guess at the type of
changes that would occur if the Royals
did manage to get eight or nine starters
in the game. Either way, it appears as
though interest for the All-Star game is
at an all-time high.  

Switching gears for a moment, can
someone explain to me how LeBron
James did not win the MVP of the
NBA Finals? Don’t tell me that he did-
n’t win because he played for the losing
team. He was the best player on the
court in EVERY game. He averaged
35.8 points per game, 13 rebounds and
8.8 assists in the Finals. I read that
Andre Igoudala, who won the MVP for
Golden State, received it for the “stel-
lar” defense he played on James. Yeah,
I believe that one. James almost aver-
aged a triple double while missing
Kyrie Irving and Kevin Love. 

Speaking of James, everyone loves to
draw comparisons with him and

Michael Jordan as to who
was/is the better player.

Now, someone else has
thrown their hat in the
ring to get people to talk

about him again. Scottie
Pippen, (remember Jordan’s

sidekick), has said that if anyone
should be compared to James it’s him.
He said they play similar styles. Well,
one thing for certain, Pippen’s ploy
worked…..we are talking about him

SCOTT   
DAWSON
founder of the Scott 
Dawson Evangelistic
Association and the
Strength to Stand 
Conference movement 

mythoughts

OUTFIELD EXPERIENCE TABLES FOR FAITH &
FAMILY NIGHT INCLUDE:

• Character That Counts
• I am Second
• Team Jesus
• Marked Men for Christ
• NewSong Merchandise Table
• Metro Voice Christian Newspaper

SEASON-LONG FUN & VALUES
Hy-Vee Value Monday: Get $9 Hy-Vee View Level tickets for Monday

home games.
INK Student Nights & Local Music Showcase: Select Outfield Plaza

and Hy-Vee View tickets are available for youths 14 years of age and
under who are accompanied by an adult and all high school and col-
lege students with valid IDs for only $8 on Wednesday home games. In
addition, all Student Night/Local Music Showcases include pre-game
food and beverage specials at the Boulevard Grill concession area, as
well as a pre-game concert at the Outfield Experience stage by one of
KC’s best local acts, presented by INK Magazine. Seating is subject to
availability. More details at royals.com/studentnight.

GordoNation: Cheer on Rawlings Gold Glove winner Alex Gordon in
his special fan section! Each Thursday home game, fans can purchase
a $30 ticket that includes a Charlie Hustle brand “GordoNation” t-
shirt and a seat in the sections closest to Alex in left field. Get your
tickets at royals.com/specialevents.

All You Can Eat Seats: For select home games, fans can purchase All
You Can Eat Seats located in the Loge Outfield level (Sec. 319-325)
which include unlimited ballpark fare. That means all the hot dogs,
nachos, peanuts, pretzels and soda products you can eat for one low
price! Individual and group discount tickets available. Get tickets at
www.royals.com/allyoucaneat.

Summer Fireworks: Following Friday night home games during May
through August, fans are invited to stay seated and watch a spectac-
ular fireworks show, presented by Hy-Vee & Pepsi. 

Buck Nights: Buck Nights, presented by Visit KC, are now every
Friday home game! On these nights, fans can purchase hot dogs and
peanuts for just $1 each.

Family FunDay Sundays: Every Sunday home game will feature
interactive kids entertainment, face painters and caricature or balloon
artists in the Outfield Experience. The Royals will also offer a pre-game
autograph opportunity with select players each Family FunDay
Sunday, subject to availability. In addition, all fans ages 14 and under
can run the bases after the game for the Skippy Fun Run (conditions
permitting). For more details on Family FunDay Sundays, please visit
www.royals.com/sundays.

n 1:10 P.M.
ROYALS GAME

n IMMEDIATELY
FOLLOWING GAME:

1) Welcome message 
from K-LOVE

2) Special performance 
by live entertainer, 
Bello

3) Testimonies from 
select Royals 
personnel and 
message from Scott 
Dawson

4) Live concert by
contemporary    
Christian 
band NewSong

FAITH AND
FAMILY
NIGHT
EVENT 
ROSTER
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by Rob Mooney
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GOLF HUMOR

Lake Shawnee's Fourth of July Golf Tournament - July 4th. 4-Person
Scramble. 8am Shotgun & 1:30pm Shotgun, $35 per person / $140 per
team (DUE AT SIGN-UP). Includes Green Fees, Golf Cart, Lunch and
Prizes. Entry Forms are available online or at the golf shop. For information:
785-267-2295

Topeka Youth Project Golf Classic – Jul. 17, Village Greens. 8:30am shot-
gun. 7:45 registration, donuts, juice. Lunch follows tourney. Cash prizes! Two
$500 closest to pin prizes! Call 273-4141 to register.

Greatlife Players Open - July 5, 1:30pm, Lake Perry. 4 person scramble.
$50 member, $60 non-member. 785-484-2339

Natalie Gibson Memorial Tourney - July 18, 9am shotgun. $45 per person,
4-person scramble.

Ritecare Charity Golf Tourney - Aug. 7, 12:30 Shotgun, Shawnnee CC,
913 SE 29th St. 2-person scramble. $75 each. Dinner, auction follow at 5:30.
For info: 266-3191

Mater Dei Irish Fest Half-Way to St. Patty’s Day Golf Tournament – Sept.
13, Lake Shawnee. For details call 232-7744 or email
materdeiirishfest@gmail.com

4th Annual Shawnee County Parks & Rec Foundation Golf Tourney -
Oct. 2, Lake Shawnee. 9am shotgun. 

Fast Forward Golf Tourney - Topeka CC, Aug. 7, 1pm shotgun.4 person
scramble. $100 each. Call 234-2644 for details.

GreatLife Golf Outing - Aug. 28, 29 & 30. Shawnee CC. Dinner and two
days of golf. 925-3967 for details.

GreatLLife Junior Golf - Call 554-2825 for times and locations

Peewee Junior Golf Camp and Junior Intro to Golf at Cypress Ridge –
call for info 291-2670

Lake Shawnee Junior Golf Camps available on various dates. For more
Information Call 785-267-2295 

Tourneys and Tidbits

One day I did a keyword search on
Amazon for books pertaining to “golf.”
The search returned over 29,000 results.
In those results, 519 pertained to coach-
ing. Without examining each one of the
coaching books individually, I assumed
they all said something a little different:
“hold your hands here,” “move your hips
like this,” “follow through like so.” No
doubt, the author and reader of these
books had one thing in mind: to explore
the truths of the perfect golf swing.

Unfortunately, my faith can look a lit-
tle like the pursuit of a perfect method to
swing a club. I read, listen, and debate
various sources of inspiration with the
hope to find a “religion” that fits the
worldview that I feel most confident
expressing. No doubt, this trend comes
from a current world-

view called post-modernism that
screams there are no “real” truths. In it,
we are free to make our own decisions to
the topic of “truth.”

I was reminded recently of Jesus’ dia-
logue with Pontius Pilate in John 18.
Jesus says, “…For this purpose I have
come into the world, to bear witness to
the truth. Everyone who is of the

truth listens to my voice.” Even when I
am pulled to more socially favorable
beliefs, I can be comforted that real truth
exists, and it is found in the re- demption
story that Jesus came to be a witness for.

Adversity and Response   

If any of you are competitors in any
kind of sport, then you know there will
always be adversities involved in the com-
petition. When it comes to golf, there are
two different kinds of obstacles golfers
might face: outside obstacles (weather,
hazards, etc.) and inside obstacles (your
mental approach to the game).

This is very similar to life. There are
things in life that you cannot control, but
there are things you can control. The out-
side adversities that we cannot control
are things like sickness, deaths, other peo-
ple, etc. However, what we can control is
how we respond to these things. We will
have inner struggles and obstacles, name-
ly our sin.

How are we to respond to these hard-
ships and obstacles (outside and inside)?
Where do we find the contentment Paul
speaks of in Philippians 4:12? Find it in
the Gospel of Jesus Christ, who lived a
perfect life (that you and I couldn’t live)
and died a death and resurrected (that
both me and you couldn’t do), so that
you and I can be counted as righteous
before our Heavenly Father.

Finishing Strong

When everything is on the line, when
everyone is watching, when you or your

team are counting on you for the next
shot or the next play, this is the situation
that true competitors always dream of
and want to participate in. As a golfer, I
dream of sinking a slick, downhill, 20-
foot putt on the 18th hole at Augusta
National to win the Masters Tournament
by a shot. No matter the sport, we all
want to finish strong. We want to always
be able to look back in time and say that
we did our best and put it all on the line
in certain situations.

These same principles stand in life and
faith. Remember what Paul said in
Philippians: “He who began a good work
in you will bring it completion at the day
of Jesus Christ.” We must always keep this
in mind, especially in hard times. God
does not give up on us; however, He does
allow us to go through hard times and He
does discipline us, as a father disciplines
His son. Don’t lose heart. God is sover-
eign and in control!

Always remember Proverbs 3:5-6:
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and
lean not on your own understanding; in
all your ways acknowledge Him, and He
will make straight your paths.”

*********************************
New Identity, New Acceptance

By Mike Blodgett
College Golf Fellowship

As a former professional and collegiate
golfer, I loved hearing someone intro-
duce me and my accolades as I stood on
the first tee. I craved the “first-tee jitters”
because, for at least one moment during
the day, the world stopped and all eyes
were on me. I loved the thrill of trying to
pull off a golf shot and receiving the
applause afterwards.

In my self-absorbed, pride-filled
world, my identity was encapsulated by
the name on the scoreboard and the
scores next to it. When I began to grasp
who God was and what my position
before Him was, both before and after I
accepted His Son into my heart, I realized
that the idol of pride ruled in my heart.

When God is put in His proper place

in our lives, our hearts no longer seek
admiration from others because we
already know that no greater affirmation
can be had than the love of God through
His Son Jesus Christ. As Jesus Christ
transformed my heart, I no longer need-
ed to strive for acceptance from others
and seek admiration based off of my golf
performance or how many “good” shots I
hit that day.

I was accepted by God. Done.
Finished. All because of Jesus dying on
the cross.

It was both humbling and freeing.

Stories Are Meant to be Told

When I played golf for the University
of Pennsylvania, our team would play
roughly four tournaments in the fall and
five in the spring. Each season presented
its own challenges, but nothing was more
dynamic than the weather in the north-
east. Every tournament required ade-
quate preparation for the weather condi-
tions.

Our life is built around meetings,
events, business plans, and to-do lists —
tasks that cannot be completed if we lack
the tools or knowledge to execute the task
in a given environment. For a golfer, the
outdoors introduces a unique playing
environment that we must plan for in
advance.

As a Christian, we must be prepared to
give an answer for the hope that we have
in Christ, regardless of the circumstances
or weather. The framework to communi-
cate how your life has been changed by
Jesus Christ is this: 1) Your story before
knowing Christ; 2) Your story when you
had an encounter with Christ and when
you placed your faith in Him; 3) Your
story with Christ. Are you prepared to
share with others how Jesus Christ has
given you a new heart? Consider writing
out your story using these three “chap-
ters” as your guide.

Source: Sports Spectrum

‘For This Purpose I Have Come Into the World’
By Rosson Anderson
College Golf Fellowship
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Email your ads to Voice@cox.net.  Payment
in advance required: $12 for the first 25
words; 25 cents for each add'l word.

(classified ads also go immediately online)

MASSAGE FOR HEALTH – Massage by Anne
Murphy: Swedish, Sports, Deep Massage.
$70/hr. Call 272-5755. New Clients Welcome!
Relax and enjoy!
FOR SALE: 3 bdrm./2 bath mobile home in
South Topeka in Ridgewood Estates. Very nice.
Fridge, stove, DW, storage shed. Asking 14,000.
Rent to own with $1500 down payment. Contact
785-640-6399
FOR SALE: 2 bdrm./2 bath mobile home in
South Topeka -Ridgewood Estates. Build-out
Living Area, fireplace, covered porch & carport,
fenced yard. Asking 12,000. Rent to own with
$1500 down payment. Contact 785-640-6399
FOR SALE: 2 bdrm./1 bath mobile home in

Tecumseh area. Quiet country living. Asking
7,000. Rent to own with $1500 down payment.
Contact 785-640-6399
GOLF CLUB FOR SALE – New 2013 model
Cleveland Driver SL 290, 10.5 Degree, regular
flex shaft. Retail $339, asking $99. 640-6399
KANGAROO GOLF CART FOR SALE – Self-
propelled push cart for your golf bag. Seat
included. Kangaroo Hillcrest model. $1100 new,
asking $75. Works good but needs new battery.
Call 640-6399.
PROPERTY MANAGER – Christians for Life is
looking for someone to fill the position of
Property Manager for the Heart of America
Memorial Wall for the Unborn.  This would be a
volunteer position
PART-TIME ACCOUNT REP WANTED – Work
your own hours. 35% commission on all ads you
place; no base. Call on businesses, churches
and non-profits about their advertisements in

Metro Voice. Call Metro Voice at 235-3340 or
email Voice@cox.net.
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED - Caring Pregnancy
Options has some openings for volunteers.
Please call 785-249-6130 for info or stop by our
office, 2041 SW McAlister Ave, Mon - Thur 10-5.
Ask for Kathy Hart.
VOLUNTEER WRITERS NEEDED - Metro
Voice needs volunteer writers or interns who can
serve as area correspondents for church and
community news around the metro area. Call
235-3340 or email voice@cox.net. Some perks
involved.
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED - Metro Voice needs
volunteers to help distribute papers to churches
and other locations in Topeka. Call 235-3340 or
email voice@cox.net. Gas money and some
perks involved.
GOSPEL SINGER: I sing gospel for donations
only, (big band, country, etc.). Call 785-220-1636.

WORDS DELIGHT & PICTURES PLEASE
Photography and Composition
by Richard Nelson – 785-273-6050

FOR SALE:  Computer, Pentium III, with key-
board, mouse and monitor.  Works great.
Cleaned and reconditioned, with lots of programs
installed. $49.  Call 640-6399. 

PLACE YOUR CLASSIFED AD WITH US!  CALL 235-3340

HELP WANTED
Metro Voice needs full
or part-time sales reps
to call on businesses
and non-profits to help
with their advertising.
Email voice@cox.net

To Scranton

1. The Great I AM Church
Breaking Traditions
Non-Denominational
Pastor Cordell Fischer

2523 SE Indiana
(785) 861-0422

www.greatIAMchurch.com

2. CHRISTIAN CAVALRY
MINISTRIES INT.

Pastor Beaux Bryant
3851 South St., Grantville, KS 66429

1-800-673-3633
www.church4bikers.org

3. TOPEKA BIBLE CHURCH
1101 SW Mulvane St., Topeka

785-234-5545
Worship:  8:00 - 9:30 & 11am
Sunday School & Bible Studies:

9:30 & 11am
www.discovertbc.com

4. NORTHLAND CHRISTIAN CHURCH
3102 NW opeka Blvd., Topeka

286-1204
Wed. 6:15 pm: Children/Youth/

Adult programs
Worship Sun. 8:00, 9:30 & 11am
www.northlandcctopeka.org

5. FAIRLAWN CHURCH OF THE
NAZARENE

“Connecting to Christ, Church and Community”
730 SW Fairlawn Rd., Topeka, KS
(785)272-6322 • www.TheLawn.org

Gary Miller,  Pastor
Sunday Worship 9:15 am & 10:50 am

Sunday Youth Group 10:50am
Adult & Children’s Sun. School 9:15 & 10:50am

Sun. Eve Youth Activities 6pm

6. FIRST SOUTHERN BAPTIST
1912 SW Gage, Topeka, KS

272-0443    www.fsbctopeka.org
Sunday Services:

8:30 AM Traditional Worship
9:45 AM Bible study--all ages
11 AM Contemporary Worship

7. TOPEKA BAPTIST CHURCH
“Finding NEW LIFE in CHRIST”

Sunday Worship 9:30 & 10:45am, 5pm
~ Sunday School for all ages ~
Sat. Evening Worship 5:30pm
4500 SW Gage Blvd., Topeka

785-862-0988
www.topekabaptist.org

8. WANAMAKER ROAD 
BAPTIST CHURCH

“Being and making disciples of Jesus Christ
by the power of the Gospel, to the glory of God”

2700 SW Wanamaker Rd., Topeka
(785) 272-9323   www.wrbctopeka.com
Traditional Sunday Worship 10:30am & 6pm
Sunday School 9am  •  Wed. Prayer 7pm

9. GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH
310 E 8th St (E. US 56 Hwy)
Overbrook, KS;  785-665-7117
Elvin Dillard, Senior Pastor

Sunday School 9 am; Worship 10 am
www.gccinoverbrook.com
office@gccinoverbrook.com

10. LORD’S HOUSE CHURCH
300 SW Roosevelt, Topeka KS 66606

Pastor Marilyn Hahn McGinnis
10 a.m. Sunday (Non-traditional Service)

See “About Us” at our website
www.kawriverkeruv.com

Questions? kawriverlordshouse@att.net 
12. BUCK CREEK COUNTRY CHURCH
Meeting at Buck Creek School House

5 mi. east of Perry on Hwy 24, 13th & Phillips Rd.
Childrens Sunday School - 8:30 a.m.

Worship Service - 9:00 a.m.
Contacts: Logan Barnett 785-597-5498,
Scott Bond  423-0406, Jack Snavely  760-3513

13. WANAMAKER WOODS NAZARENE
Serving Christ - Loving People

3501 SW Wanamaker Rd • 273-2248
Dr. L.D. Holmes, Sr. Pastor  

www.wwnaz.org
Sun. Worship: 9am (Hymns) & 11 am
Children’s Worship 9 & 11 am
Sunday School 10 am, all ages

Sun. Evening Various Children’s Programs
6 pm Life Groups; 6:30 pm Teen Service
Wed. 6:30 pm Adult & Teen Life Groups

Wed. 6:30 pm Kids University
~ Nursery care at all services ~

15. OAKLAND UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH

801 NE Chester, Topeka, KS 66616
235-1010 • oumc@att.net
Shawn O'Trimble, Pastor

Sunday School 9:15am, Worship 10:30am
Children's worship time 10:30am

Hear us on WREN Radio Sun. 10-11am
Like us on Facebook! 

All are welcome - Come and see us!
16. HOUSE OF THE LORD CHURCH 
A Spirit-filled, Word-centered church
2531 SE Wittenberg Rd., Topeka
Sunday Worship 11am & 6pm
Wed. Prayer & Praise 7pm
785-266-LOVE (5683)

J. Michael Borjon, Pastor
17. HIGHLAND HEIGHTS CHRISTIAN

CHURCH
Sunday Services: 8:30 and 10:00 AM

785-379-5642
Jars of Clay Children's Center now open

Taking registrations: 785-379-9098

2930 SE Tecumseh Road
Tecumseh, Kansas 66542

18. SOUTHWEST CHRISTIAN
CHURCH

5747 SW Huntoon • 785-272-0564
Adult Sunday School 9:30 am
Sunday Worship 10:45 am

Wed. Prayer & Bible Study 6:30 pm

19. SEAMAN COMMUNITY CHURCH
Independent Christ-Centered Bible Church

2036 NW Taylor, Topeka, KS
354-8777 • www.seamanchurch.com
Adult Sunday School - Sun. 9:30am

Sunday Worship: 10:30am
Children's Sunday School: 10:30am

Youth group 1st & 3rd Sundays 4-6pm

20. HERITAGE BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Dale Stockburger 

801 NE Poplar St.,
Topeka, KS 66616 
785-506-4594 

Sunday Mornings: 10 am Worship
and Junior Church for the kids 

21. HARVEST FAMILY FELLOWSHIP
Meets at 522 SW Polk

785-220-5418
Pastor Rey Rodriguez
Sun. Worship 10 am

www.topekaharvest.vpweb.com
22. NEW CITY LIFE CHURCH

5221 SW West Drive 
Topeka, Kansas 66606

Sunday Services - 10:00 am 
Pastor Kathy Crofford

23.EAST SIDE BAPTIST CHURCH
4425 S.E. 29th St., 379-9933.

Sunday Worship  10:45am & 6:00pm
AWANA Sunday at 5:45 p.m. 
See our website  for info on our

New Resident
Church Guide

East Side Baptist Church

facebook.com/
metro voice

new
pic?
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Billboards like this one in London, will be appearing
around the world and in the U.S. this fall.
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The NOTO BLOCK PARTY will
be May 30, from 1-4 pm, in the
800-900 block of North Kansas
Ave.  It will be an old-fashioned
block party featuring all sorts of
healthy, outdoor activities: Kids
Bike Rodeo with expert training
from TPD and the Kaw Valley Bike
Club; Helmet giveaways and free
fittings; A chance to win a strider
bike; Topeka Metro Bikes demo;
Library Bookmobile, and more.

There will also be four original 1
Act Plays by Helen Hocker Youth
Players . A great Free event for the
whole family!

NOTO Arts District also features
NOTO MARKET ON FIRST FRI-
DAYS. Enjoy arts, antiques, fine
crafts, and flea market items.  It
falls on June 5 this month.

Creative Arts
Classes Offered
The NOTO Arts Center, 935 N.

Kansas Avenue, has several classes
scheduled in March for children as
well as adults. They have partnered
with Valeo for the Creative Wellness
Series: The power of the arts for
health and happiness. No previous
art or music experience is needed.
Here are some of the classes offered
this month:

Soothing Senses: An Art & Music
Retreat to Tap into the 5 Senses for
Relaxation & Rejuvenation - June 5.

Pop-up Puppet Studio and Music
Make & Take - No Registration
Necessary - $5 per person/per proj-
ect - June 5.

director/producer/writer of the award-win-
ning documentary, Nefarious: Merchant of
Souls. At this year’s summit, he will talk
about a society that is becoming desensi-
tized to the needs of our fellow human
beings and the ways that Christ teaches us to
overcome this trend by living our lives with
empathy. 

“Jesus is deeply in touch with Himself and
others. He is the embodiment and personifi-
cation of empathy,” Nolot says. “This is the
essence of Christianity. To be a presence in
the world that brings freedom to the
oppressed and healing to the broken.”

Front-lines abo-
litionist Don
Brewster will also
be providing expert
insight into the
fight against
exploitation. A
decade ago, he and
his wife quit their
jobs, sold their
home, and moved
to Cambodia to combat the evils of child sex
trafficking. Together, they have launched
restoration homes for many rescued girls
through Agape International Missions.
Through a variety of programs, their organ-
ization currently impacts over 10,000 people
a year and has been featured in Nefarious
and The CNN Freedom Project.

Another featured speaker will be

Christina Rangel, the founder and director
of Extreme Love Anti-trafficking at Bethel
Church in Redding, CA. Rangel and her
team assist law enforcement officials with
direct intervention operations in major West
Coast cities and provide support to girls
who have been trafficked. As a survivor of
sex trafficking, Christina is passionate about
the restoration of those who have suffered
exploitation. “I love them right where they
are at. I believe that love never fails, and it is
transforming their lives,” said Rangel. 

Additional speakers include Richie Cruz,
a former sex buyer and the founder of Porn
Scar, an organization dedicated to educating
the public about the harms of pornography

and equipping
individuals with
solutions that bring
lasting freedom;
Melissa Farley,
Ph.D., a renowned
research and clini-
cal psychologist
who has published
extensive works on
prostitution, traf-

ficking, and the global sex industry; Andrew
Comiskey, the founder of Desert
Stream/Living Waters Ministries, an out-
reach that ministers to the sexually and rela-
tionally broken; and Kezia Hatfield, a
licensed clinical therapist with years of expe-
rience working with sexually exploited
women, who has pioneered Exodus Cry’s
restoration program.

Guests will also have opportunities to net-
work with fellow abolitionists and to attend
breakout sessions designed to provide prac-
tical equipping for shifting the culture,
reaching the exploited, and bringing restora-
tion.

In addition, the event will feature worship
artists such as Misty Edwards, Laura Hackett
Park, Jaye Thomas, Jonas Park, and Jason
Upton whose inspiring works celebrate
restoration and encourage audiences to keep
the faith in the fight for justice. 

The summit will also offer attendees the
opportunity to experience a unique photo
exhibition presented by Rebecca Bender and
Girls Education and Mentoring Service
(GEMS). The “More Than A Survivor: More
Than A Story” campaign features a series of
stunning portraits of female survivor lead-
ers. This traveling exhibit is designed to
break down the stereotype that sexually
exploited and trafficked victims are forever
limited by their past abuse. Their stories
inspire a sense of hope for the future for all
victims.

To learn more about Exodus Cry’s mis-
sion and its commitment to abolishing com-
mercial sexual exploitation, visit
exoduscry.com.

magnitude earthquake would shake the
Himalayas, shatter cities and kill more
than 4,000 people.

Yet the earthquake struck on April 25,
forcing Collier and her friends to sleep
outdoors and take turns keeping watch
that night. During her watch, Collier, a stu-
dent at Midwestern, reflected on the previ-
ous day and prayed.

“That really was one of the sweetest
times of prayer that I’ve ever had,” she said,
“just believing in the truth that God is our
refuge more than I ever had before. Even
when the earth isn’t trustworthy, God is
trustworthy, always.”

Like her colleagues, Collier’s feet were
firmly planted amid disaster not only
because of Fusion’s intensive training, but
more importantly because of her confi-
dence that “though the mountains be shak-
en,” God remains faithful (Isaiah 54:10).

MULTIPLYING DISCIPLES
These student missionaries with the

Fusion program witnessed the faithfulness
of God soon after they landed in Nepal in
January and began teaching Nepalese
Christian women how to make disciples.
According to Katlyn Reese*, a Midwestern
College student and the Fusion advocate
leading the group of girls, the team’s suc-
cess hinged upon these women sharing
their faith.

At one of the first villages they visited,
nearly 12 hours from Kathmandu, Reese
doubted whether any of the women
understood what they were teaching. But
they returned a month later to find a sur-
prising harvest.

“It turns out that many of the women
had shared with hundreds of people,”
Reese said.

According to Collier, a 17-year-old
believer faithfully shared the gospel with
her friends and family, and she brought
three or four new believers to the training.

“About a month after we left that village,
a whole new church had been planted,”
Collier said.

WEATHERING A DISASTER
On the mid-morning of April 25,

Collier and her friends sat around a table
in their Kathmandu apartment, chatting
and passing the time. Some of their team-
mates had just returned the previous
evening from villages where they trained
other Nepalese women to share their faith.
So the six of them were together that
morning when an alarm sounded and
when their second-story apartment began
to shake, with cups on the table rattling
and doors slamming.

Immediately, Collier grabbed the table,
looked up at Reese and her other team
members and cried out, “Earthquake!”

“We didn’t expect that,” Collier said. “So
when I said, ‘Earthquake,’ everything we
had been told to do in an earthquake went
out the window, out of our minds, because
it was so sudden and so scary. … Finally,
we all collapsed in the hallway with our
arms over one another, and we all began
praying aloud.

“It was very, very loud,” she added. “It
sounded like a freight train or thunder,
because of all the buildings shaking. And
the earth was moving.”

According to Reese, the thunder of the
earthquake continued, it seemed, for a
long time. Eventually, she alone was speak-
ing, confessing in her prayers that God was
in control.

“In that moment, I was pretty sure that
the apartment building was going to col-
lapse on us because we were told that that
would probably happen in an earthquake,”

Reese said. “I was terrified. My voice was
trembling as I was speaking, but it was a
precious thing because I thought, ‘I will be
with Jesus and the Father soon because of
what He has already done.’ And that was a
great thing.”

When the shaking finally stopped, the
girls stood up, grabbed their go-bags—
containing passports, cash, food and other
supplies—and went to a hotel parking lot.
They encouraged and prayed with some
Nepalese women, sharing how they could
find hope amid the disaster. But they also
planned, deciding how they should pro-
ceed until they heard from their host mis-
sionary.

That night, they slept in an open field.
Reese took the shift from 3:30 – 5:00 a.m.

“We were the only foreigners there, six
young white women in a field. Everybody
thought it would be pretty unwise just to
go to sleep in the middle of that field…, so
we just all lay down together with sleeping
bags and ground pads and had about an
hour-and-a-half shifts with each person.

“At one point, it started raining,” she
added. Fortunately for them, tents were set

up throughout the field for a Hindu festi-
val. So they were able to take cover under
the tents with a crowd of Nepalese who
were sleeping outdoors that night.

Reese took watch from 3:30 – 5:00 a.m.,
after the rain had passed.

“I was just waiting for it to end so I
could go back to sleep,” she said. “I was
really tired. But I was very, very thankful
that we were keeping watch, because there
were some strange characters walking
around.”

For the next few nights, the girls set up
camp in their apartment parking lot. But
unable to contribute to the recovery
process— both because the Nepalese gov-
ernment wouldn’t allow citizens to do so
and because Baptist Global Relief had not
completed their assessment of the disas-
ter—they soon returned to the United
States a week earlier than they had expect-
ed.

RETURNING HOME
Looking back on their experiences, both

Collier and Reese thanked God for the
training they received through the Fusion

program.
“The goal of Fusion is to turn Christian

adolescents into biblical adults,” Reese said.
“Christian adolescents are told what to do.
They are told how to act and things like
that. But biblical adults live according to
the Word and abide deeply with Jesus. …
It is out of the joy that we have in Jesus that
we are able to do good things and to bear
good fruit.”

She added that, because of Fusion’s
training for emergency situations like the
Nepal earthquake, the team was able to
make wise decisions even amid the chaos
of the situation.

“Overall, the thing that helped us the
most was being able to think clearly and
think well even though we were stressed
out during this time,” she said. “The train-
ing that we did in Fusion during the (fall
2014 semester) prepared us a lot for that. It
really helped.”

At the end of May, Reese, Collier and
their teammates celebrated with other
Fusion participants who traveled the globe
to share the gospel. The ceremony was
solemn. Members of each fusion team
wore the native dress of the country where
they had worked, and first-time Fusion
participants received a sword—reminding
them to base their lives on God’s Word and
the Spirit’s guidance.

During a formal dinner after the cere-
mony, the Fusion teams shared stories
about what God had done during the pre-
vious four months, stories of God’s faith-
fulness in redeeming men and women
around the globe.

“It was really, really wonderful,” Collier
said. “He is indeed drawing people to
Himself all over the world.”

EDITOR’S NOTE: * denotes name
changed.

–Ben Hawkins writes for the
Missouri Pathway.

“This is the essence of
Christianity. To be a

presence in the world
that brings freedom to

the oppressed and 
healing to the broken.”

Benjamin Nolot

i moreinformation
To learn more about the fourth 
annual Exodus Cry Abolition 
Summit or to register for the

event,

months away, now is the time for churches and groups to make
plans. The first thing they can do is sign up for training to be
counselors at the event.

"If you have people in your church who love to share Christ,
who love being able to pray with people, they will get a ticket to
the game as a thank you from us," Handley said.

Two training sessions are scheduled:
• Thursday July 9, from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m., at Antioch Church,

5201 Antioch Road in Overland Park.
• Friday, July 10, from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. at the Fellowship of

Christian Athletes, 8701 Leeds Road in Kansas City.
The second way to prepare is to purchase tickets. Prices range

from $11 to $35 and include both the game and post-game
events. Group sales are available for 20 or more people.

Moore has received numerous accolades since the Royals
won the American League pennant last season, but success has
not changed his priorities.

"There is no way I could do this job, no way I could be a hus-
band and father, and no way I could take care of my team at
home unless I had a faith walk," he said. "That's why this is so
important to me. The Glass family (CEO David and President
Dan) is extremely supportive of Faith & Family Day. We are very
blessed to have an owner who understands that."

He has one more motivation for the event.
"The bottom line is that we have a winning record on Faith

& Family Day," Moore said, “so when they came to us again this
year, I said, ‘absolutely’.”

i moreinformation
Scott Dawson Evangelistic Association

(800) 869-8738
www.safeathomeministries.org

Kansas City Royals
(816) 921-8000

www.kansascity.royals.mlb.com

EARTHQUAKE
continued from page 1

ABOLITION SUMMIT
continued from page 1

FAITH AND FAMILY
continued from page 1
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