
November is celebrated nationwide
as National Adoption Month in a col-
lective effort to raise awareness of the
more than 100,000 U.S. children in fos-
ter care waiting to find permanent, lov-
ing families. 

The majority of these children have
been removed from their biological
family because of abuse or neglect.
When the family does not take the ap-
propriate steps to correct the problems,
the child becomes available to adopt.
Many of them are adopted by their fos-
ter family.

Adoption is defined as “the perma-
nent, legal transfer of parental right and
responsibilities from a child’s birth par-
ents to the adoptive parents.”  The best
candidates for adoption aren’t “perfect
people”, but everyday people with real
lives full of ups and downs.  Adoptive
parents don’t have to be of the same race
or have the same ethnic background as
the child they adopt.  They don’t have to
have a fancy home or lots of money.  If
you have lots of love to give and want to
provide a safe, stable and nurturing en-
vironment for a child, you are probably
the kind of person who adopts.

The cost for private and international
adoptions can range from a few thou-
sand dollars to tens of thousands.  How-
ever, adopting a child who is in the
custody of the state can have little or no
cost to the adoptive family.  Subsidies are
even available to provide medical cov-
erage and a financial stipend to the
adoptive family until the child is eight-

een years of age.
According to the U.S. Department of

Health and Human Services, there are
415,000 children in the U.S. foster care
system.  Of those, 107,000 are available
for adoption.  In Missouri there are ap-
proximately 1,800 children available for
adoption through foster care.  The av-
erage age of a child being adopted from
the foster care system is eight years old.
There are equal numbers of boys and
girls awaiting adoption.  While the ma-
jority of children awaiting adoption are
Caucasian, there are children of every
ethnicity who need a family.

There are children of every age, from
infants to teens who need an adoptive
family, but a particular need is for fam-
ilies who are willing adopt older chil-
dren.  Each year many of the children in
state custody exit foster care without an
adoptive family.  For those young adults,
it means no family to visit on holidays,

no grandparents to introduce their chil-
dren to and no extended support sys-
tem.  Many of them have not learned
the skills needed to become productive
adults such as holding a job, balancing
a checkbook, preparing meals and
doing laundry.  An adoptive family can-
not only teach them these skills, but can
provide love and support as they tran-
sition to adulthood.

Some people are reluctant to adopt
an older child because of the portions of
the child’s life that have already passed.

The changes in a child who has come

from a life of abuse or neglect who gets
to experience the security and nurturing
provided by an adoptive family can be
miraculous.  

During the training and licensing
process, you will be taught about the
children in care, the importance of
structure and discipline and how to
work with the foster care system.  All
foster parents are able to indicate what
age and gender they feel would best fit
their family.  For more information you
may call MBCH Children and Family
Ministries (800) 264-6224.
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ADOPT KANSAS KIDS
3545 SW 5th St. 
Topeka, KS 66601 
877-457-5430 
customercare@adoptkskids.org
www.adoptkskids.org

ALPHA CHRISTIAN
CHILDREN’S HOME
15017 27th Street
PO Box 727
Perry, Kan. 66073-0727
Michelle Kincaid | 785-597-5235
office@alphachristianchildrenshome.com
www.alphachristianchildrenshome.com

ALTERNATIVES CLINIC
307 W Washington St
Harrisonville, MO
Linda Freeland | 816-380-4885
director@lifechoicecenter.org
www.alternativesclinic.org

CHRISTIAN FAMILY SERVICES
OF THE MIDWEST, INC.
8249 W. 95th St., Ste. 107
Overland Park, KS 66212
Susan K. Timmons, LSCSW
913-383-3337 x102
susan@cfskc.org
www.cfskc.org

IF NOT FOR GRACE
5950 NE Lakewood Way
Lee's Summit, MO 64064
Lori Driggs
816.847.2911
ldriggs@infg.org
www.infg.org

KANSAS CHILDREN’S
SERVICE LEAGUE
From Heart to Home Infant Adoption
650 Minnesota Ave.
Kansas City, KS 66101
877-581-5437 or 913-371-2220
tklaus@kcsl.org
www.kcsl.org

MISSOURI BAPTIST
CHILDREN’S HOME
P.O. Box 22787
Kansas City, MO  64113
Dawn Hensley | 816-795-8878
dawn.hensley@mbch.org
www.mbch.org

MOTHER’S REFUGE
14400 E. 42nd St. South, Suite 220
Independence, MO 64055
Robert Zornes | 816-353-8070 
office@mothersrefuge.org
www.mothersrefuge.org

SAINT FRANCIS COMMUNITY 
SERVICES - HEADQUARTERS
509 E Elm St. 
Salina, KS  67401
866-999-1599
www.st-francis.org

SHOW-ME CHRISTIAN YOUTH HOME
Main Campus
24302 Mahin Rd.
La Monte, MO 65337
Chris Ruhnke | 660-347-5982
info@showmekids.org
www.showmehelpingkids.org

THE LIGHT HOUSE
PO Box 22553
Kansas City, MO 64113
Dawn Shipman | 816-361-2233
dawns.lighthouse@mbch.org
www.lighthousekc.org

ADOPTION
DIRECTORY

Adoption and Foster Care
National Adoption Month raises awareness for 100,000 kids

by Robbi Haynes | MBCH



their family’s lives. I’ve seen foster par-
ents who lose sleep for weeks to wake
children up and take them to the rest
room because trauma sometimes
makes children wet the bed every night.
I’ve seen foster parents worry, cry, and
fight for help for these children only to
lose battle after battle with schools, DSS,
or that child’s parents. I’ve seen foster
parents break down in tears and tell me
they don’t know how to help and they
don’t know if they can take any more.

And when that happens I don’t know
what to tell them. Because there is no
earthly reason why someone would
want to be a foster parent.

In fact, I think it takes an incredible
measure of God’s love, grace, and wis-
dom being poured into you and out of
you to be a foster parent, which is the
very reason Christians are called to do
it.

1By choosing to be foster par-
ents, Christians are choosing
to live a life that demonstrates

the love and humility of the Gospel.
Since I started my job, I’ve been chal-

lenged to face head-on some of the
things I would like to most ignore, such
as the presence of sexual abuse, violence,
death, and fear. And in the midst of that,
God has taught me some incredible les-
sons about what it means to be forgiven

and to accept his grace and mercy. In-
stead of painting those who abuse or
neglect their children as monsters, I’ve
learned to look at them and see the ef-
fects of a fallen world and sin from
which I’ve only been removed because
of some mixture of privilege and God’s
grace.

It’s really easy for me to look at the
families I work with and to say they are
there because they deserve to be there,
because they’ve made bad choices and
are reaping what they sowed.

There’s a measure of truth to that, of
course. But only a measure. Because
what the Gospel teaches us is that their
sin is no worse than ours. Most of us
don’t act like we believe that. We don’t
really think that we deserve no better
than the worst of their consequences.
And when we do that, we are cheapen-
ing God’s grace.

Most of the people that I live my life
with have food. We have safety. We have
the ability to seek friendships. We have
family to call on when we need them.
Who are we to keep this grace to our-
selves? Jesus didn’t. He came down to us
and sacrificed himself entirely for our
flourishing, despite the ugliness and the
neediness of our sin. And that’s what
foster care requires. It requires reaching
out and making yourself available for
sacrifice despite what you might think
about the families you are serving.

In return, we learn an even greater

depth of the love that Jesus has for us.
And we get the privilege to show that
love to the world.

2By choosing to be foster par-
ents, Christians are choosing
to live a life of faith.

Foster care is a voluntary act of serv-
ice to a government organization that
retains control over every major deci-
sion affecting that child’s life. You are the
caretakers of a child that is very literally
not yours. That means you get some
(but not all) of the say in where they go
to the doctor, where they get therapy, if
they are on medication, who they have
contact with, and most importantly,
where they spend their future. In fact,
you may have very little say about their
haircut, the clothes they wear, or the lan-
guage they use.

One of the hardest parts of my job is
giving foster parents bad news. I once
had a foster child who needed to be
moved to a different state. Every week
the foster father called me, weeping and
begging for a different decision. It broke
my heart when I had to answer, “My
hands are tied. This has to happen.”

After watching this foster father at-
tend therapy twice a week with that
child, work on discipline every day to es-
tablish a routine with them, teach an al-
most-teenager about teeth-brushing,
and advocate at school to get the help
the child needed to learn, he was forced
to say goodbye. That child had grown,

healed, and  learned to love at this home.
But the child left, and now all this man
can do is pray.

He can pray that this child remem-
bers the lessons learned, that the love
poured out would take root and keep
growing, and that this kid would be safe

and supported in the new home.
Like the heroes of faith in Hebrews

11, this foster parent may never see the
results of his faith. That can be painful.
But it can also be incredibly rewarding.
The rewards that I have seen in the lives
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These kids in Kansas need forever
homes through adoption! They are full
of life and love and so desperately want
families to love them in return. In No-
vember Metro Voice will feature kids
from Missouri. For more information
and to learn about hundreds of other
kids, visit adoptkansaskids.org.

JACOB
Jacob is 15 years old without any sib-

lings. He loves
watching cartoons,
playing with items
that light up or have
sounds and listening
to music! Jacob is a
happy young man
who usually has a

big smile on his face. Jacob has greatly
improved his upper body strength; he is
now able to army crawl around the
house, get up and down stairs, and get
in and out of the van with monitoring.
Jacob’s teachers state that he has ma-
tured greatly and is very cooperative.
Jacob needs a family that is willing to be
a voice for him and make sure that all of
his daily needs are being met. He will
need assistance for all his need through-
out the day. Jacob needs a family that is
very patient, fully committed to him
and will be there for him long term. His
case number is 101424

ALEXUS
Alexus is a friendly and affectionate

14 year old girl who
very much wants to
be a part of a family!
Her hobbies include
sports and crafts.
She states that she
would like to be-
come a lawyer
someday. Her fa-

vorite class in school is cooking; she re-
ally enjoys making guacamole and
orange Julius type drinks. Alexus will
need additional supports in place at
school in order to be successful academ-
ically and behaviorally. She needs a fam-
ily who is committed, loving and very
structured. Alexus has siblings that were
adopted by other families so needs a

family that will support and facilitate
positive interactions between Alexus
and her siblings. Her case number is
101533

CHEYENNE
Cheyenne is 13 and likes being

around pets and tak-
ing them for walks!
She states that she
would like to be a
veterinarian when
she grows up!
Cheyenne’s hobbies
are drawing, color-

ing and going swimming. Cheyenne
does well when she is a positive class-
room setting. Her favorite classes in
school are math and art. She likes the
crafty projects that they get to do.

Cheyenne has some challenges control-
ling her behaviors and maintaining ap-
propriate boundaries. She does better
when around adults and requires a lot
of supervision. Cheyenne continues to
work on using the coping skills that she
has learned to calm down when she is
upset. She would do best in a family
where she is the only or youngest child
in the home; she enjoys plenty of one-
on-one time with the adults in her life.
Cheyenne would benefit from a family
that is very structured, consistent and
loving. She needs parents who are com-
fortable dealing with her past abuse and
special educational needs. Cheyenne

doesn’t have any siblings. Her case num-
ber is CH-5125.

Look for more Kansas kids and their
stories on our website. In Novembe we’ll
feature Missouri children who are looking
for forever homes!
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young lives

Compelled by Christ to 

Show-Me serves as an alternative 
to state-based foster care offering 
Christ-centered:
• Homes and families
• Individualized education programs
• Professional counseling & 
therapeutic services
• Ongoing support for young people 
as they transition into adulthood

Show-Me Christian Youth Home 

Main Campus Satellite Home

Emerald Ranch 
Goodman, MO

Drysdale Home 
Barnett, MO

Main Campus
La Monte, MO

Hubble Home
Galt, MO

New Life Unit
Mayview, MO Knob Noster Unit

Knob Noster, MO

Show-Me Christian
Youth Home

These Kansas Kids need forever homes

Does you church have a
support group for 

foster parents?  
Does the support group have a special
need at this time?  Let us know when

they meet and we will include meeting
times in the next publication.

metrovoicecalendar@gmail.com 



If Not for Grace Ministries will hold a
benefit concert October 15 from 4 p.m. to
8 p.m. at Crown Pointe Church, 5950 NE
Lakewood Way in Lee’s Summit. The con-
cert will feature several bands, including
Grandeur Band, 9th Hour and Natalie
Norman. Cost is $5 at the door or online.
Dinner concessions will be available for
purchase.

  “The goal of the Rock’n 4 Restoration
Benefit Concert is to raise awareness in
our community of the need and availabil-
ity of our services, as well as to solicit fi-
nancial partnerships that will continue the

work of Restoration in our community
and beyond,” said founder and director
Lori Driggs. “With the funds raised
through this concert, more women and
men who have been living in secrecy and
shame will be able to live free and live re-
newed.”

  If Not For Grace is an not-for-profit
independent ministry not operating
under the umbrella of a pregnancy re-
source center or specific denomination. 

  The ministry provides opportunities
for restoration to the abortion-wounded.
Those opportunities are actualized

through the services they offer, including
Her Choice to Heal classes -  a confiden-
tial, supportive environment for individ-
uals or groups in which discussion and
personal application of Biblical truths
leads to spiritual and emotional freedom.

  Also offered are Reconciliation Week-

ends -  a three-day, two-night retreat al-
lowing abortion-wounded women and
men to reconcile with God, themselves,
others and their lost children. The retreat
concludes with a special memorial service
in which close friends and family can be
invited to attend.

  For info call 847-2911 or visit
www.infg.org.
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Committed to an abortion free Missouri. 
Standing for life in Missouri – on the sidewalk, at the

Capitol and in the local churches. 
Concerned Women for America of Missouri

www.cwfa.org/states/missouri 
314-608-0168 • cwaofmo@hotmail.com

OF
MISSOURI

of foster parents have been a deep prayer
life and an incredible outpouring of
wisdom.

3By choosing to be foster par-
ents, Christians are choosing
to take a stand against injustice

and to care for the poor.
James 1:27 says, “Religion that is pure

and undefiled before God the Father is
this: To visit orphans and widows in
their affliction and to keep oneself un-
stained from the world.” Christ’s heart
is for the vulnerable, and we who call
ourselves by his name share in his heart.
It’s our duty as Christians to stand up
for the citizens in our community who
lack the power to do so for themselves.
It is hard to think of a population that
is more vulnerable than foster chil-
dren—young, poor, from minority
populations, from broken families.

There is no earthly reason why some-
one would want to be a foster parent.
But there is every heavenly reason why
they would. Those of us who have been
touched by the gospel become like the
gospel—full of grace. And as we love
those the world finds unlovely, we join
with a God who will one day “wipe away
every tear from their eyes, and death
shall be no more, neither shall there be
mourning, nor crying, nor pain any-
more.”

–J.D. Greear is the pastor of The
Summit Church, in Raleigh-Durham,
NC and author of Gaining by Losing:
Why the Future Belongs to Churches
That Send (2015), Gospel: Recovering
the Power that Made Christianity Rev-
olutionary (2011), and others.

www.jdgreear.com

FOSTER CHILDREN
continued from page 10

If Not for Grace Ministries to hold benefit concert


