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Adoption has been gaining attention as
a national priority in the United States.
More than 160,000 adoptions take place
each year, but there are still 135,000 chil-
dren waiting for adoption in the U.S. foster
care system, as well as infants born to birth
mothers not ready to parent. In light of
Christ’s command to care for orphans, the
number of children without loving homes
is more than just another social issue;
adoption is a central Christian concern.
Defined as the permanent, legal trans-

fer of parental rights over a child from
biological parents to adoptive parents,
adoption is an important social practice
that promotes the well-being of children,
families and society. Though there are
several different categories of adoption,
every adoption scenario gives adoptive
parents the same rights, responsibilities
and joys as biological parents, and gives
adopted children the same legal, social
and emotional benefits of birth children.
Adoption positively affects all those

involved with the process.
It gives birth mothers the assurance

that their children will be raised in stable
families, gives adoptive parents the joy of
parenting, and gives children the oppor-
tunity to join a permanent family and
grow up in a loving home. Adoption also
promotes the social and economic well-
being of our nation because an adopted

child is less likely (than the child of a sin-
gle mother) to grow up in poverty, more
likely to obtain an education, and more
likely to have an involved father.
Adoption is also connected to impor-

tant social issues, such as the sanctity of
human life and the definition of family.
Adoption upholds the sanctity of human
life by providing a positive alternative to
abortion for birth mothers who feel
unable to parent.
Adoption contributes positively to

family formation by creating the oppor-
tunity for children waiting in foster care to
have a loving mother and father—replac-
ing what the child has lost.
And yet, the adoption process has been

recently burdened by initiatives that
ignore its purpose and promote unrelated
goals. It is no wonder then that the funda-
mental purposes of adoption have come
under attack and that adoption has
become a topic of political controversy.
Christians should recognize the impor-

tance of adoption and current political
threats to the practice. Whether your fam-
ily is led to adopt, or not, you can still be
committed to not only promoting adop-
tion among churches and families, but
also to advocating adoption policies that
promote and defend the well-being of
children, parents and families.

–Focus on the Family

Adoption is central to
the Christian mission

Adopt Kansas Kids works to connect foster and approved adoptive families with children throughout Kansas who 
need adoption. This service is provided by the Kansas Children’s Service League through a contract with the 

Kansas Department for Children and Families (DCF).

l www.adoptKSkids.org      l 877-457-5430     

Every child deserves a loving, caring home.  A family they can call their own. 
A place where they belong. With people who will be there for them always.

Kimberly, Keishaune, Ke’Rel and
Keimarla were four siblings ages 3-10.
Like all children, they simply wanted the
love, safety, and security that family pro-
vides.
But in 2010, their family was having

difficulty meeting their needs. Their
mother struggled with substance use, and
her boyfriend physically abused one of
the children. When the abuse was report-
ed, he threatened the other children, say-
ing he would burn down the house or kill
them. For their safety, the courts brought
the children into foster care.
While foster care is a necessary inter-

vention to keep a child safe, this began a
difficult road for the four brothers and
sisters. At times, they were separated from
each other or had to move houses, which
is not the intent of any foster care pro-
gram. There were not enough foster fam-
ilies in their hometown, and of those
families who were available, few had the
bedroom space to care for all four chil-
dren.
After two years, it became clear that

their mother was not able to provide a
safe home and the courts terminated her
parental rights. The children dreamed of
being adopted together by a loving family,
but as the years went by, that dream
seemed more and more out of reach.

Searching for the Right Family
As a lead agency on behalf of the

Kansas Department for Children and
Families, KVC provided foster family care
for the children. When they became in
need of an adoptive family, KVC worked
in collaboration with Adopt KS Kids to
help them find a family by listing their
profile on AdoptKSKids.org and the KVC
adoption website. Driven by the knowl-
edge that “children grow best in families,”
KVC wanted these four kids to be among
the 4,000 youth it has matched with
adoptive forever families in its history.
By having their profiles on

AdoptKSKids.org, the children were in
front of the perfect audience: adults look-
ing to grow their families.
Tate and Meriam Thompson of Pratt,

KS were one of the couples browsing the
website. Tate is a high school English
teacher and coaches wrestling and tennis,
and Meriam works for a state govern-
ment agency. They had three biological
children already, Hogan, Jadyn and Tiger.
While they started with the idea of adopt-
ing one child, they eventually set their
hearts on adopting a sibling group. They
specifically searched for African-
American siblings that included teens
because they knew these youth often wait
longer to be adopted. They became a
licensed foster home through the Kansas
Children’s Service League, while also
inquiring on children available for adop-
tion.

“We always talked about adoption
even before we got married because my
wrestling coach informally adopted
Meriam,” said Tate. “He took her in when
she was in high school. So when our
daughter said that she wanted a little sis-
ter, we told her that can only happen if we
adopt. We asked our kids, are you inter-
ested in adoption? And they were.” In fact,
it was unanimous and the whole family
took the required training class together.
Meeting for the First Time
By the time the Thompson family

found the four siblings’ profile, the kids
had given up hope that they would be
adopted. They believed it was their fate to
age out of foster care without a perma-
nent family. In fact, the kids’ online profile
didn’t include oldest sister Kimberly who
was almost 18 and had decided to age out
of care. The Thompsons researched to
find there were four and invited Kimberly
to be part of the adoption.
So when the four heard there was a

family that wanted to meet them, they
were not interested. “I can remember
going to the children’s foster home with
their case manager to tell them about the
family,” said Jenna Parker, an adoptive

resource coordinator at KVC. “Prior to
our meeting, the children had written let-
ters to the family saying they did not want
to meet them or be adopted by them. As
we went over the family’s profile book,
one of them actually took notes about the
family as he soaked it all in. In the end,
when I asked them if they were willing to
at least meet the family with no commit-
ment to agreeing to adoption, they all
agreed except for Ke’Rel. He let me know
he was not willing to meet them, which I
told him was fine but if he changed his
mind he was welcome to come.”
“We were able to facilitate the first visit

to our office, and thankfully Ke’Rel decid-
ed to come. It would be difficult to put
into words the transformation that
occurred during that visit in watching the
children open up to the idea that this
could really happen.”
Tate confirmed there was a little magic

at that first meeting as their three children
and the four siblings met for the first
time. “The four kids were expecting to
meet only Meriam and me, but we don’t
do things that way in our family. When

Dreams Do Come True: Four Teen
Siblings Adopted by Loving Family
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5 myths about foster
care and adoption

we’re going to meet someone important
to us, we all go. So we brought our kids
too.”
Jenna shared how the siblings

processed that unexpected interaction.
“The four children asked to go into a
room by themselves to talk. Essentially
they had a family meeting where they
talked about changing their mind about
being adopted by them. Soon after, they
visited the family’s home, and a month
later, they requested to move in with
them.”
From there, the adoption process

moved along. The kids adjusted well to
the new community which was much
more rural than they were used to. “They
weren’t sure initially,” said Tate, “but really
they were just happy to be somewhere
where they were wanted. They all made
friends easily and got involved in tennis,
wrestling, musicals, plays, anything they
wanted to do. They’re thriving with all the
activities here.”

Dreams that You Dare to Dream Really
Do Come True
As adoption day grew closer, Tate says,

“They were excited about it but they
weren’t sure because other possible adop-
tions had fallen through. So until it hap-
pened, they just didn’t believe it would.
We kept telling them we were perma-
nent.”
On finalization day, they all wore the

shirts that said, “Thompson Family – Get
on the bus” and had all nine family mem-
bers’ names. A TV station reporter came
to cover the happy story, and since the
court was running about an hour behind,
she got to see them interacting positively
and even let them take the camera. Their
parents say it made the kids feel special.
The parents felt special, too. Oldest

daughter Kimberly always wished for a
dad. She found that in Tate. “She moved
to Pratt for her senior year, which was a
big change, but we spent a lot of time
together all year.”
Ke’Rel loves his big brother Hogan and

wants to do everything he does. The feel-
ing is mutual, as Hogan says the adoption
means getting “two best friends” in broth-
ers Keishaune and Ke’Rel. “They’ll be able
to be my friends throughout my whole
entire life because, well, they’re going to
be my family,” he said.
All seven kids understand they are

equal. There’s no difference between bio-
logical or adopted kids; just seven broth-
ers and sisters.
“Since the first visit, they started calling

us Mommy and Daddy,” said Tate. “It felt
good because we thought that might be
difficult. It turns out, they just wanted a
home where they belonged and where
they could be loved and supported, per-
manently.”

Encouraging Others to Foster or
Adopt a Child
To those considering adopting a child

from foster care, the Thompsons say,
“Keep pushing and working at it and it
will happen. It can be a long process, but
try to be positive. It’s worth it in the end.”
They also want to dispel the myth that

adopting from foster care is expensive.
“On social media, I always see people talk
about the expense. Yes, you will pay more
for food! But the adoption itself is essen-
tially free, which is different than a private

adoption. There are so many kids in need,
so if you want to make a difference, this is
something you can do right now.”
Today, about six months after the

adoption, the Thompsons are doing well.
Their house is abuzz with all the energy
you’d expect from seven happy, flourish-
ing, well-loved teenagers and all are feel-
ing the love of a family that they needed
for so long.
In the U.S., nearly 450,000 youth are in

foster care due to abuse, neglect or other
family challenges. Of these youth, nearly
120,000 are currently awaiting adoption.
You can make a huge difference in the life
of a child or teen in need by becoming a
foster parent or adopting a child in need.
If you live outside of Kansas, learn more
about becoming a foster parent or adopt-
ing a child in your state.
For more information about KVC

Kansas, go to www.kansas.kvc.org.

Foster care and adoption through fos-
ter care can be complicated. Like a lot of
complicated issues, myths often obscure
the reality. And myths often discourage
people from taking the first step to learn
about foster care and adoption.
Let’s dispel some myths.
1. Kids in foster care are all juvenile

delinquents.
More than 14,000 Arizona children are

in foster care through no fault of their
own because of abuse, neglect and aban-
donment. And while the number of chil-
dren in foster care has decreased in recent
years, the number of children in group
homes because there isn’t a nurturing
family setting available for them has
remained steady at nearly 2,000.
2. Caring for a kid costs a fortune.
There is plenty of support for licensed

foster parents making room in their
homes and in their hearts for a child in
foster care.
The foundation of financial support

for licensed foster care parents is the
monthly foster care payment provided by
the Arizona Department of Child Safety.
The stipend varies according to the age
and level of need of the child in foster
care.
Medical care and dental care for chil-

dren in foster care are covered by the
state-funded Comprehensive Medical
and Dental Program.
New beds, clothing, school supplies

and other essentials are available at no
cost through several non-profit organiza-
tions in Maricopa County that are listed
at www.azfamilyresources.org. Other
organizations listed on the website sup-
port children in foster care by paying for
expenses for youth sports and other
enrichment programs.
3. Foster care and adoption is too much

for one person to handle.
Foster parents working with AASK get

plenty of help. Your family specialist will

help you navigate the state child welfare
system, including the courts, schools and
the behavioral health care system. Family
specialists will translate the jargon and
explain the rules. They will even attend
meetings and court hearings with you, if
necessary.
The AASK team also includes experi-

ence behavioral specialists who offer
guidance on how to parent children who
have experienced trauma.
4. I can’t really make a difference.
Relationships matter. And that’s not

just some warm and fuzzy catchphrase.
It’s science.
Positive relationships regulate the

brain’s stress response system and create
healing neuroendocrine and neurophysi-
ological states that promote healthy devel-
opment in children, says Dr. Bruce Perry,
a psychiatrist who also has a Ph.D. in neu-
roscience. Perry, considered a leading
expert on childhood trauma, was featured
in a 60 Minutes segment with Oprah
Winfrey.
Research shows that children in foster

care who have positive relationships with
adult mentors experience:
Increased high school graduation rates;
Higher college enrollment rates;
Decreased likelihood of drug and alco-

hol use;
Stronger relationships with teachers

and peers.
5. Teens are too old to adopt.
You’re never too old for family. When

was the last time you talked to your mom
or dad?
Research shows that children in foster

care who grow up in a family do better in
school than those who grow up in group
homes. Youth in group homes are twice as
likely to be arrested as youth growing up
in a family setting. Being part of a family
makes a difference.

Clint Williams is a family resource
development specialist with Aid to
Adoption of Special Kids.
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