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Hawley Warns
of Crisis Facing
Young Men

A growing sense of frustration
among young men-spanning work, re-
lationships and identity-is drawing in-
creasing attention from policymakers
and religious leaders. Sen. Josh Hawley
(R-MO) argues the trend reflects
deeper cultural and spiritual fractures
in American life.

Hawley discussed the issue with
Southern Baptist theologian Al Mohler
in a recent podcast conversation.

“You mentioned the manosphere,
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AND COMMUNITY IN NORTHEAST KANSAS

By Clint Decker

Who is Jesus to you? According
to a State of Theology religious
survey of Americans, 167 million
do not believe Jesus was God, but
a great teacher. There are also 119
million that deny the physical
bodily resurrection of Christ.

What do world religions say

about Jesus? Judaism denies He
was the Messiah, that He rose from
the dead or had power to forgive
sins. Islam believes Jesus was a
prophet, that He never died, as-
cended to heaven and will come
again...to revive Islam. Jehovah’s
Witnesses believe Jesus was created
as Michael the Archangel, deny the
bodily resurrection of Jesus and

that He has already returned in
1914. The one area all world reli-
gions deny about Jesus (except
Christianity) is His deity, that He
was the one true God in human
form.

What did the people of Jesus’
day say about Him? After the an-
nouncement of Jesus' coming
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Topeka Pools,
Aquatic Centers
Are Now Ope

It may not be officially summer yet,
technically speaking, but it feels like it in
Shawnee County with the pools and
aquatic centers all officially open! Grab a
towel and some sunscreen and go make a
splash!

Aquatics information including a list of
facilities, admission prices, swim lessons
and rentals may be found online at
parks.snco.us.

In addition to regular swimming
hours, SCP+R offers an expanded array
of aquatic fitness classes, Water Walking at
Shawnee North Family Aquatic Center
and lap swimming hours at Blaisdell
Family Aquatic Center.

Jonathan Roumie Calls America Back to Prayer

As Americans prepare to celebrate
the 250th anniversary of the Declara-
tion of Independence, it needs prayer
more than ever.

“For 250 years, we have endeavored
to be one nation under God, indivisi-
ble with liberty and justice,” actor
Jonathan Roumie from “The Chosen”
said during last weekend’s Rededicate
250 event in Washington, D.C. “May
we be that nation once more. May we
rededicate ourselves to all that the Lord

is calling us to these next 250 years, and
may we — the citizens of the United
States of America— never cease pray-
ing for our leaders, for each other, for
our nation and for the world”
Roumie has spent the past eight
years in his role as Jesus and for the
past six years has been a spokesperson
for the Hallow prayer app. “If God
hands you the assignment of portray-
ing on a global stage his own son, the

M Please see PRAYER page 2
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Americans Report Miraculous Healing and Answered Prayer

Miraculous healings and answered
prayers are surprisingly common.
Nearly half of Americans said they have
received a miraculous answer to prayer,
while 35 percent said they have experi-
enced or witnessed a divine healing, ac-
cording to a new survey from the
American Bible Society and CBN News.

U.S. adults who identify with a religion
are the most likely to say they have expe-
rienced a miraculous answer to prayer.
Three-quarters of evangelical Protestants
and two-thirds of members of histori-
cally black Protestant congregations said
they have had these experiences.

Majorities of Catholics (57
percent) and mainline Protes-
tants (51 percent) also said they
have, as do 49 percent of mem-
bers of non-Christian religions.
Even among those who don’t
identify with any religion, 15 per-
cent said they have experienced a
miraculous answer to prayer.

Among practicing Christians,
90 percent said they have experi-
enced such an answer to prayer.

“This research confirms what
so many people have suspected

but rarely seen documented at this scale,”

CBN’s Billy Hallowell said, “Americans
aren’t just curious about the supernatu-

ral; theyre experiencing it.
These numbers should spark a
national conversation about
what so many of our neigh-
bors are witnessing firsthand.”

A 2008 poll by the Pew
Forum on Religion & Public
Life found that nearly eight in
10 U.S. adults believed miracles
still occur today as they did in
ancient times. More than two-
thirds said angels and demons
are active in the world. Mean-
while,a 2015 Barna Group sur-
vey commissioned by author Lee Strobel

found that 51 percent of Americans be-
lieve the miracles of the Bible happened
as described, and two-thirds said miracles
are still possible today. Only 15 percent of
Americans said miracles in modern times
are not possible.

“We have good evidence from cos-
mology and physics that there is a cre-
ator behind our universe,” Strobel told
Crosswalk Headlines, “and if indeed a
creator can create our universe, then for
him to intervene in the same laws of na-
ture that he created would be child’s

play”

Church Attendance Linked to Biblical Beliefs Decline

The less frequently people attend
church, the more likely they are to em-
brace unbiblical beliefs, a new Lifeway
Research study finds.

Lifeway surveyed 3,000 U.S. Protes-
tant churchgoers, both frequent and
infrequent attendees, asking if they
agreed with a series of statements that
either aligned with or contradicted
Christian  teachings.  Infrequent
churchgoers were defined as those who
attend services once or twice a month,
while frequent churchgoers were de-
fined as those who attend services on a
weekly basis.

Six in 10 frequent churchgoers said

“Jesus was a great teacher, but he was
not God,” compared to just 37 percent
of infrequent attenders. Eighty-five

percent of fre-
quent churchgo-
ers said the
“biblical accounts
of the physical
(bodily) resurrec-
tion of Jesus are
il completely accu-
rate” and the
“event  actually
occurred,” while
only 64 percent of
infrequent attenders said the same.
“This relationship between lack of
attendance and theological positions
should sound an alarm among church

leaders and dedicated Christians,” Life-
way statistician Daniel Price said. “In-
creasing attendance alone will not
guarantee an improvement in the ac-
ceptance of theological positions.”

In other findings:

Eighty-four percent of frequent
churchgoers agreed that “God created
marriage as a union between one man
and one woman,” while only 68 per-
cent of infrequent attendees felt the
same.

Similarly, seven in 10 frequent
churchgoers strongly agreed with the
sentiment that sex outside of tradi-
tional marriage is sinful. Forty-two

percent of infrequent churchgoers said
the same.

Seventy-one percent of frequent
church attendees strongly disagreed
that “people should be able to choose
their gender regardless of their biolog-
ical sex,” while 51 percent of infrequent
churchgoers disagreed.

“Worship services typically include
proclamation of the word of God and
uniting in songs and readings drawn
from the word of God,” Price said. “So
one way to encourage attendance is ex-
plaining the Bible’s importance and
encouraging its prioritization.”

JESUS
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birth and His arrival, Mary and
Joseph, His earthly parents, must
have wondered to themselves, “Who
is this child?” When John the Baptist
heard the things Jesus was doing, he
sent his disciples to ask who He was.
When Jesus’ own disciples saw Him
calm the raging seas with His spo-
ken word, they wondered, “Who is
He?” Jesus once said to His disciples,
“Who do people say that [ am?” And
they told him, “John the Baptist; and
others say, Elijah; and others, one of
the prophets” And he asked them,

“But who do you say that I am?”
Peter answered him, “You are the
Christ.” (Mark 8:28-29)

Who is Jesus? C.S. Lewis once
wrote about this, “I am trying here
to prevent anyone from saying the
really foolish thing that people often
say about Him: ’'m ready to accept
Jesus as a great moral teacher, but
don’t accept his claim to be God.
That is the one thing we must not
say. A man who was merely a man
and said the sort of things Jesus said
would not be a great moral teacher.
He would either be a lunatic—on a
level with a man who says he is a

poached egg—or else he would be
the Devil of hell. You must make
your choice. Either this man was,
and is, the Son of God, or else a
madman or something worse.”

Who do you say Jesus is? Have
you made your choice? Let us look
at the Bible, our main source for an-
swering the question.

First, the works of Jesus. History
records how He rose the dead, gave
sight to the blind, made the lame
walk, cured diseases, walked on the
stormy seas and calmed its waters,
cast out demons, forgave sins,
miraculously supplied food to thou-

sands of people and more.

Why did Jesus’ do these incredible
wonders? He said, “The works that
I do in my Father's name bear wit-
ness about me.” (John 10:24) They
all reveal that Jesus is the divine Son
of God.

Second, the nature of Jesus. It is
written that He was the “Holy and
Righteous One” (Acts 3:14), the
“Author of life” (Ac. 3:15), how there
is “salvation in no one else” (Ac.
4:12), how one day Jesus will “be
judge of the living and the dead”
(Ac.10:43) and how He is “the radi-
ance of the glory of God and the
exact imprint of his nature, and he
upholds the universe by the word of

his power” (Hebrews 1:3).

Third, the cross of Jesus. The suf-
fering, death, burial and resurrec-
tion of Christ reveal best who He is.
The Scriptures say, “God so loved
the world, that he gave his only Son,
that whoever believes in him should
not perish but have eternal life. For
God did not send his Son into the
world to condemn the world, but in
order that the world might be saved
through him.” (John 3:16-17)

The cross shows that Jesus came
to sacrifice Himself for us that we
might be free from our sins, know
God and live new lives.

A prayer for you — Lord God, 1
bring my questions about Jesus be-

PRAYER
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savior of the world, the alpha and
omega, the great I Am, and you do
not have faith — Lord help you,” he
said, according to “Crosswalk Head-

lines.”

Roumie said prayer is vital not
only for those in the spotlight but es-
sential for every American, both for
their own spiritual lives and for the
future of the nation.

“He wants the prayers of all of his
children, because that’s who we are,”

he said. “We are his, and he is ours,
whether you realize it or maybe not
yet. Our existence on earth is merely
a rest stop between the mortal and
the immortal, the earthly and the
divine. God has always been there
long before us. He always will be —
now and forever, world without

end.”

Faith was at the core of the na-
tion’s founding and is essential to its
future, Roumie said.

“At the heart of the vision for what
America could be was faith — faith
in God, faith in liberty and faith in
the seemingly impossible task of

building a nation,” he said. “The
founding fathers’ belief in the Amer-
ican experiment, fortified by their
faith in God, formed the bedrock of
a virtuous people and proved that
this noble endeavor was not only
imaginable but achievable against all
odds.”
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U.S. Bible Reading FaIIs Back to 2024 Levels

Bible engagement in the United
States seems to have tapered off
after an increase in 2025, a new
study reveals.

“Last year, we saw an uptick in
Bible reading in the United States,”
said John Farquhar Place, chief in-
novation officer for the American
Bible Society. “But this year, Bible
use and scripture engagement have
generally returned to 2024 levels.”

A combined 48 percent of Americans
said they have read half or more of the
Bible, according to the group’s State of
the Bible USA 2026. This includes 17
percent who said they have read the en-
tire Bible; another 17 percent who have
read most of it; and 14 percent who said
they have read about half. One-third of
respondents told pollsters they have
read alittle bit of the Bible, while 10 per-
cent have not read any of it. Another 7
percent said they were not sure how
much of the Bible they had read.

The story, reported by the Christian

Post, defined active Bible users as those
who engage scripture at least once a
week outside of a church service and
classified those who use scripture at least
three or four times a year as occasional
Bible users. A plurality of Americans (42
percent) never use the Bible, while an
additional 13 percent use it less than
once a year and another 7 percent read
it once or twice a year. This amounts to
a combined 62 percent of respondents
who are not Bible users, identical to the
share measured in 2024 and slightly
larger than the 59 percent recorded in
2025.

“Though scripture engagement
has come back down, the number
of Americans who are interested in
and open to the Bible has swelled
by nine million people over the last
two years,” Plake said. “Bible-curi-
ous Americans tell us that they
would welcome someone to guide
them through the complexity of
the Bible.”

The U.S. region with the highest
percentage of Bible users at 54 percent
is the East South Central states of Ala-
bama, Kentucky, Mississippi and Ten-
nessee. Regions with Bible use lower
than the national average are the Mid-
Atlantic states (37 percent), including
New Jersey, New York and Pennsylvania;
West North Central states (35 percent),
of Towa, Kansas, Minnesota, Missouri,
Nebraska, North Dakota and South
Dakota; Pacific states (26 percent) of
Alaska, California, Hawaii, Oregon and
Washington; and New England states
(15 percent).

CRISIS
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which makes me think of all of these
young men out there, many of whom
voted for Republicans and the president
this last time around but now say that
they’re very disaffected,” Hawley said.
“Thisis just a very disaffected group, be-
cause I believe they feel shut out of
American society.”

National data underscores the con-
cern. Labor force participation among
men ages 20 to 34 has declined over the
past several decades, while marriage
rates have fallen and the age of first mar-
riage continues to rise. Research from
Barna Group has also found increasing
levels of loneliness and disengagement
among younger men, particularly those
without college degrees.

Hawley, who wrote a book about
manhood and masculine virtues in
2023, observed that the difficulties
young men face are coming at them
from multiple angles and include eco-
nomi, social and spiritual challenges.

“They’ve been told by the liberals for-
ever that masculinity is inherently toxic
and evil,” he said. “They can’t afford to
buy anything. They are uncertain about
how to have a relationship, how to get
married, if they can get married, if they
can afford it, all of those things.”

“Manosphere” communities

The discussion comes amid the rise
of online communities often referred to

as the “manosphere,” where debates
about masculinity, purpose and cultural
expectations have gained traction-re-
flecting, supporters say, a search for iden-
ity

Hawley, a member of the Evangelical
Presbyterian Church, suggested that the
pain and alienation many young men
feel offer Christians an opportunity and
aresponsibility to disciple them but that
policymakers also must play a role.

“This is a huge segment of our pop-
ulation,” he said. “We as believers espe-
cially have to speak to these men and say
to them, “there is a purpose for your life,
right? The country needs you; more im-
portantly, the kingdom needs you.

“And we've got to show them that
what real masculinity looks like is choos-
ing to be responsible, get that job, get
married, have a family. But on policy
terms, we've got to give them a country
where that’s possible. And right now,
they don’t think it is possible.”

Some analysts say the challenges fac-
ing young men are tied not only to cul-
tural messaging but also to long-term
economic shifts, including the decline of
stable, middle-income jobs and rising
housing costs that have made traditional
milestones-such as homeownership and
family formation-more difficult to attain.

The crisis facing young men

Mohler, president of the Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary, framed
the crisis facing young men in civiliza-
tional terms, noting that “no civilization
can survive unfulfilled, aimless, restless

young men; it just doesn’t work.” He
stressed the importance of teaching
young men that they must delay gratifi-
cation and take the initiative in such
things as work, relationships and even
hygiene if they hope to find later joy and
satisfaction.

In a related discussion, Richard
Reeves, author of Of Boys and Men, has
argued that many young men are strug-
gling to adapt to rapid economic and
educational changes, warning that “we
have to take seriously the problems of
boys and men” in order to strengthen
families and communities.

Hawley agreed but noted that the lad-
der of success that worked in previous
generations increasingly feels out of
reach for many young men in the United
States.

“That’s all what they want,” he said.
“And I think that’s the disaffection that
we're seeing right now, is young men are
afraid they won’t be able to have it. They
can't always put words to it, but that’s the
fear. It’s that, Tm never going to be able
to buy a house, get a girl, have children,
grow up together! They fear they’re
going to be shut out of all of that. And
they’re not terribly wrong about that.”

The convergence of economic pres-
sure, cultural change and spiritual
searching has made young men an in-
creasing focus for both political leaders
and faith communities, with many
warning that how the issue is addressed
could shape broader social stability in
the years ahead.
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C5 Luncheon to feature
Doxazo Ministries

The June C5Alive POWER
Luncheon will be held on the 11th
at 11:30am at the Celtic Fox.

The program will feature
Ryan Wynne of Doxazo
Ministries. They serve the
Church by helping them re-
cruit, raise up, and retain
their youth and children's
ministry leaders.

Their goal is to help
EVERY KID in our community
find a church home.

Admission is free, and lunch can
be ordered from restaurants on site
if desired. RSVPs and inquiries can
be sent to info@C5Alive.org.

“POWER” luncheons are held
the 2nd Thursday each month and
are open to the public. C5Alive is
dedicated to creating Christian cul-
ture in the Capital City, by devel-
oping and uniting leaders in
community businesses, non-profits
and churches.

Upcoming luncheon dates are

July 9, Aug. 13, Sep. 10, Oct. 8, Nov.
12, and Dec. 10, 2026. Coming up
on August 13 will be Ambassador
Sam Brownback.

C5 also hosts other
events, including EASTER-
FEST, the annual Topeka
Easter Fun Fair, held in
NOTO Arts District.

C5 members also sponsor
luncheons and other events
as a way to promote their organi-
zations.

C5 is currently holding a mem-
bership drive with special incen-
tives for new  members.
Lower-priced memberships for
small and home-based businesses
are now available. Individuals may
join for $20.

A list of current members and
more information is available on
the website at www.C5Alive.org, at
www.facebook.com/C5Alive, or by
calling Lee Hartman at 785-640-
6399.
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The Topeka Renalssance Festival Returns for Its Summer Festival

The Topeka Renaissance Festival is
set to return this summer, offering an
immersive blend of history, fantasy,
and live entertainment for attendees
of all ages. Held in Topeka at The
Woodshed Event Center, the growing
event continues to draw visitors from
across the region with its unique mix
of interactive experiences, perform-
ances, and community-driven at-
mosphere.

The festival features live entertain-
ment across four stages, including
music, theatrical performances, and
demonstrations throughout the day.
Guests can explore a wide range of
attractions such as jousting exhibi-
tions, birds of prey demonstrations
from Raptors Keep, and full-contact
armored combat presented by the Wi-
chita Bisons. Additional activities include
archery, axe throwing, horse rides, and
encounters with interactive characters
like King Oberon and his Fairy Court,
The Gnome King & Queen plus the
Mermaids!

Festivalgoers will also find a variety of
artisan vendors offering handcrafted
goods, along with food options and fam-
ily-friendly activities spread throughout
both indoor and outdoor spaces. A new

VIP tent experience has been introduced
this year, providing guests 21 and over
with upgraded amenities and a comfort-
able space to enjoy the festival. An adults-
only, climate-controlled Pirate Bar will
also be available.

The event begins June 12, with gates
opening at 6 pm for the Fae Ball, an
evening kickoff celebration centered
around magical and mythical beings.
Opening Ceremony begins at 6:30 p.m.,
with the ball inside the main hall, and en-
tertainment, food options and much of
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the festival hap-
pening outside!
The main festival [
opens the follow-
ingdayat 10 a.m., s
with an opening f
ceremony at the
South Gate, invit-
ing attendees to
step into a fully
developed world
of themed story-
lines, quests, and -
roaming characters. Many new enter-
tainment groups are attending this year,
showing a growth that makes use of
nearly 16 acres to contain the excitement!

The Topeka Renaissance Festival is ex-
panding its community impact this year
with creative, family-friendly initiatives
that support local nonprofits. One high-
light is the Gnome

=y

munity, making the event not only
entertaining but impactful for local
organizations.

Organizers say the Topeka Renais-
sance Festival continues to grow as a

further supporting local youth and cre-
ativity.

In addition, attendees who donate a
gnome home or shield (one per person)
will receive a free one-day festival pass.
Organizers say these initiatives reflect the
festival’s commitment to giving back and
strengthens connections within the com-

seasonal highlight, emphasizing cre-
ativity, local business support, and com-
munity  engagement. With its
combination of entertainment, educa-
tion, and immersive storytelling, the fes-
tival offers a distinctive cultural
experience that brings the past and fan-
tasy to life. Early Bird Tickets are on sale
now at www.topekarenfest.com.

Forest, where individ-
uals and families can
build and display their
own gnome homes at
no cost. For every
home created and
placed within the for-
est, the festival will do-
nate $1 to SENT
Topeka.  Businesses
can also participate by
creating  branded
gnome homes for a |
$50 entry fee.

The festival is also
bringing back its pop-
ular Viking Shield
Contest, encouraging |
participants to design |k
and enter their own
shields. For each shield
submitted, $1 will be
donated to the NOTO
Youth Art Program,

Free for individuals to enter
S50 ENTHY FOf BLUSIMESSES |

EACH ENTRY WILL RECEEVE A FREE DAY PASS TO
THE TOPEA RENAISSANCE FESTIVAL

Each shield entered, FESTIVAL
will donate a §1.00 Lo
NOTO Arts Youth programs
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Tent Revivals are Back

Evangelists such as Billy Gra-
ham and Oral Roberts preached
to thousands of people at big-
tent revivals in the 1940s and
1950s. In a high-tech age, organ-
izers of the Jesus Tent Revival
movement are using the same
strategy to reach the lost.

It started in 2019 during a
powerful event in Kokomo, Ind.
“People come in underneath that
tent that walked in as atheists,
walked in as Buddhists, walked in
as Muslim,” Dr. Braden Ander-
sen, founder of Jesus Tent Re-
vival, told CBN News recently.

Inspired by that first night and
encouraged by a local pastor, An-
dersen, a primary care physician
and evangelist, made the life-

An old-time tent revival in 1930s Appalachia.

changing decision in 2022 to sell
his medical practice and house to
take the tent revival nationwide.

“The thought of being able to
impact people with the gospel,
even in that very moment, just
seemed so much more important
than the clinics that we had, the
work that we did in the emer-
gency room or what have you,”
he said. “While I'm thankful for
that work, this makes a difference
in eternity, and we felt like the
time was right. And if America’s
this hungry, let’s bring them
Jesus.”

That was also the theme of

America’s earlier revivals. They
have deep roots in American re-
ligious history, dating back to the
frontier camp meetings of the
early 1800s during the Second
Great Awakening. Traveling
preachers gathered thousands in
rural fields and temporary taber-
nacles for days of preaching,
prayer and emotional conversion
experiences that reshaped Protes-
tant Christianity in the United
States.

By the early and mid-20th cen-
tury, evangelists such as Billy
Sunday, Graham and Roberts
drew massive crowds under re-
vival tents, helping popularize
altar calls, public professions of
faith and large-scale evangelistic

crusades. Historians say the
meetings not only fueled church
growth but also influenced
American culture, music and
politics while shaping the rise of
modern evangelicalism and Pen-
tecostalism.

They fell out of headlines as
ministries opted for high tech
gatherings in stadiums and other
large venues. But in the process,
they may have lost something. A
desire for something a more au-
thentic Jesus.

This unprecedented hunger
has resulted in people driving for
hours and staying in hotels for an
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encounter with God. “There’s
something about the simplicity
and the power of that atmos-
phere that’s just resonating with
America,” Andersen said. “Amer-
ica is hungry. I don’t know that
I’ve ever seen it this hungry.”
Many who attend the tent
meetings testify about receiving
newfound freedom. “He saved
me from selling drugs, doing
drugs, fornication,” Matthew
Stewart said. “I was a girl who
was just broken and lost,” one

CAFITAL CITY
HEATING & C
Lz

O 785-221-9760 |

woman said. “I was empty, and
then I got into this atmosphere
where the Lord filled me with the
Spirit.”

A hallmark of the tent revival
has been the record number of
spontaneous baptisms, with lines
so long they’re conducted before,
during, and after the services.as
demand continues to outpace ca-
pacity, the movement is expand-
ing internationally with meetings
planned for Canada.

“Jesus is hope, and Jesus is

CAPITAL CITY

HEATING & COOLING

peace and Jesus is power,” Pastor
Sullivan said. “And I think that’s
what our nation, our youth, our
middle-aged, our elders, every-
body’s looking for. With what’s
going on in our world, everybody
needs Jesus.”

For many, 2026 is 1926 all over
again. Tent revivals are an inte-
gral part of America’s 20th cen-
tury faith history and they’re not
going anywhere.

To learn more, visit The Jesus
Tent Revival.
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DAVE
RAMSEY

Financial author,
radio host, television
personality, speaker

davesays

T0O LATE TO SAVE?

Dear Dave,

My husband and I are both 25.
We’ve been married just over a
year. I'm a stay-at-home mom,
and we have one baby. Because I'm
home with our son and my hus-
band works outside the home, he
believes he gets to make all the fi-
nancial decisions. He eats out and
buys whatever he feels like but tells
me I can’t do the same. He says
getting to be at home all day and
having things like television, elec-
tricity and air conditioning are my
luxuries. I try to be understanding
because he works hard, but this is
causing real tension between us.
Do you have any advice?

A. There’s just no other way to say

PLANNING

this: You married a child in a
man’s body. He’s treating you like
a second-class citizen, and I'm
truly sorry you’re finding out the
hard way that your husband’s a
twit. This is just about the most
dysfunctional thing I've ever
heard.

I want you to really pay attention
because I'm about to stack how
things should be up against how
they stand. When you’re married,
regardless of who earns the
money, you both have an income.
You each have a say in where every
single one of those dollars goes.
My wife hasn’t worked outside the
home in about 40 years. But she
has an incredible income because
we have an incredible income —
together. And we, together, decide
what to do with our income.

Are you understanding these
words clearly? None of this is hap-
pening in your marriage. Just be-
cause I earn an income at my job
and my wife doesn’t have an
earned income personally, that
doesn’t invalidate her power or
right to a vote within our house-
hold. She has exactly the same
rights I do — morally, spiritually
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and legally.

This is not okay. None of it. You
are living in a majorly dysfunc-
tional marriage, and it’s some-
thing I can’t fix within the
confines of a column. Some mar-
riage counseling is way overdue
here. And if he won’t go with you
as a couple, you go alone. All T can
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do is confirm that you’re not the
crazy one here. The feelings you
have about things being really
messed up are 100% spot-on.

At the very least, I think your
whole family desperately needs to
get involved with a good, strong,
local church. I'm talking about a
healthy church. One that doesn’t
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support your husband’s ridicu-
lous, backwards ideas. One that
has some real men who can teach
this little boy how to be a man. Be-
cause true masculinity is service-
oriented. A real man serves his
wife, and he serves his children.
And that isn’t happening here.

— Dave

The Retirement Red Zone:
A Critical Window for Financial Security

By Roger Shumaker
Financial Professional
at The Retirement Team 1

For many folks approaching retire-
ment, the final years before leaving the
workforce have become a defining pe-
riod—one that can shape financial
stability for decades to come. Known
among financial professionals as the
“Retirement Red Zone,” this phase—
typically spanning five to ten years be-
fore and after retirement—demands
careful planning and informed deci-
sion-making.

“It’s where preparation turns into
reality;” said Roger W. Shumaker, a fi-
nancial advisor based in Topeka.
“Youre no longer just building
wealth—you’re preparing to rely on it.
It’s the transition from paychecks to
playchecks.”

Shumaker, who works with clients
on retirement income and tax-efficient
strategies, says this transition period is
often misunderstood.

“Many people think if they’ve saved
enough, they’re set,” he said. “But how
you manage those assets in the final
stretch is just as important as how you
accumulated them.”

From Growth to Protection

During earlier working years, in-
vestors often focus on growth—con-
tributing to retirement accounts and
riding out market fluctuations. But in
the Retirement Red Zone, the strategy
typically shifts toward preservation
and income planning.

A significant market downturn late
in one’s career can be especially dam-
aging. Without sufficient time to re-
cover losses, retirees may be forced to
adjust their lifestyle or delay retirement
altogether.

“That’s why risk management be-
comes critical,” Shumaker explained.
“It's about finding the balance between
protecting what you've built and still

allowing for growth.”

Key Challenges Facing Retirees

Financial professionals point to sev-
eral risks that become more pro-
nounced during this period:

+ Market volatility: Losses just be-
fore retirement can have long-term
consequences.

+ Longevity: With longer life ex-
pectancies, retirement savings must
last decades.

* Healthcare costs: Unexpected
medical expenses can quickly erode
savings.

+ Income distribution: Poor with-
drawal strategies can increase taxes
and reduce portfolio longevity.

« Tax planning risk: Without a co-
ordinated tax strategy, retirees may pay
significantly more over time. Required
minimum distributions (RMDs), So-
cial Security taxation, and withdrawals
from tax-deferred accounts can push
retirees into higher tax brackets if not
carefully managed.

« Tax allocation risk: Assets are often
spread across taxable, tax-deferred
(such as traditional IRAs and 401(k)s),
and tax-free accounts (like Roth IRAs).
Drawing income from the wrong type
at the wrong time can trigger unnec-
essary taxes, increase Medicare premi-
ums, and reduce long-term efficiency.

“Taxes are one of the biggest over-
looked risks,” Shumaker said. “What
matters isn’t just how much you've
saved—it’s how much you actually get
to keep—and when you take distribu-
tions.”

Planning for the Final Stretch

Experts recommend that individu-
als nearing retirement take several
proactive steps:

* Reassess investment allocations to
reduce unnecessary risk

* Develop a structured income plan
that accounts for Social Security and
other sources

+ Build a reserve of liquid assets to
weather market downturns

+ Create a tax-efficient withdrawal
strategy across taxable, tax-deferred,
and tax-free accounts

« Plan when to begin Social Security
benefits—often referred to as Social
Security maximization—which can be
especially important for married cou-
ples

Shumaker notes that education is a
key part of the process.

“People feel more confident when
they understand their plan,” he said.
“It's not just about numbers—it’s
about clarity and peace of mind.”

Balancing Mortgage Payoff and
Liquidity

Paying off a home before retirement
continues to resonate with many
Americans seeking financial peace of
mind. Still, some advisors caution
against becoming “house rich and
cash poor”

While eliminating a mortgage can
reduce monthly expenses, tying up too
much wealth in home equity may
limit flexibility. Maintaining sufficient
liquidity—readily accessible funds—
can be essential for covering unex-
pected expenses without disrupting
long-term investments.

A Defining Moment

While the Retirement Red Zone can
feel daunting, financial professionals
say it also offers an opportunity to take
control of one’s future. With the right
strategy, individuals can move from
uncertainty to confidence as they ap-
proach retirement.

“If the plan you have today isn’t op-
timized for your retirement needs,”
Shumaker added, “when would you
want to know?”

“The goal,” he said, “is to cross into
retirement knowing youre pre-
pared—not just hoping everything

B See RETIREMENT TEAM on page 10
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The Emotional Hurdles of Retirement

By Jim Hanna

Retirement is
often seen as the
long-awaited reward
for decades of hard
work—a time to
relax, travel and
enjoy life on your
own terms. Yet for many, the transition
into retirement brings unexpected
emotional challenges. While financial
preparation is critical, it’s just one part
of the equation. As a financial advisor,
D've seen firsthand how addressing the
emotional and psychological aspects of
retirement can be just as vital in help-
ing clients thrive in this new chapter of
life.

Redefining identity and purpose.
For many, work isn’t just a paycheck, it
is a source of identity, structure and so-
cial connection. When that disappears,
it can leave retirees feeling adrift. The
absence of work-driven goals and rou-
tines can leave a void. That’s why it’s
important to explore new avenues of
purpose and passion. Volunteering,
mentoring, pursuing hobbies, or even
part-time work can help fill the gap.
The key is to identify what brings
meaning and fulfillment and inten-
tionally build that into your retirement
lifestyle.

Gaining financial confidence in re-
tirement. Even clients with substantial
savings can worry about whether their
money will last. This concern can lead
to overly cautious spending or unnec-
essary stress. A personalized retirement
income strategy can help ease these
concerns. Whether it’s using a bucket-
ing approach, incorporating annuities
for guaranteed income, or adjusting
withdrawal rates based on market con-
ditions, there are ways to create a plan
that balances confidence with flexibil-
ity. Regular reviews and adjustments
can help ensure your strategy stays

Jim Hanna

aligned with your goals, lifestyle, and
risk tolerance.

Adjusting to a new spending
rhythm. Retirement often brings a shift
in daily routines and with it, a change
in spending patterns. Without the
structure of a regular paycheck, retirees
may find it challenging to gauge how
much they are spending. That’s why it’s
important to revisit your finances and
align them with your retirement
lifestyle. Consider categorizing ex-
penses into essentials, discretionary,
and legacy goals. Tools like monthly
cash flow tracking or dynamic budget-
ing can help you stay on course. Re-
member: you've prepared for this
moment, and spending your savings is
part of the plan.

Navigating relationship changes. Re-
tirement can also reshape relationships.
Couples may spend more time to-
gether than ever before, which can be
both rewarding and sometimes chal-
lenging. Adult children may rely more
heavily on retired parents for support,
whether emotional or financial. It can
be wise to consider how these changes
will impact your financial situation.
Whether it’s budgeting for shared ex-
periences, preparing for caregiving
roles, or simply creating space for indi-
vidual pursuits, planning can help cou-
ples and families navigate this
transition with greater ease and under-
standing.

Embracing the emotional transi-
tion. It’s normal to feel a mix of emo-
tions during retirement—excitement,
anxiety, relief, and even grief. Some
people are surprised to find that retire-
ment doesn’t feel as joyful as they ex-
pected, at least not right away.
Acknowledging these feelings is impor-
tant. Seeking support from profession-
als, peers, or community groups can
help ease the transition. Remember,
emotional adjustment takes time, and
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Planning beyond the numbers. Re-
tirement is more than a financial mile-
stone — it’s a life transition. A trusted
advisor can help you prepare not just
your portfolio, but your mindset.
Building a retirement plan that sup-
ports your financial needs, emotional
well-being, and personal aspirations is
within reach.
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Jim Hanna, CFP®, MBA, CKA®, is a
Private Wealth Advisor and Certified
Kingdom Advisor® with Heart Financial
Partners a private wealth advisory practice
of Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC. in
Topeka, Kansas. He specializes in fee-
based financial planning and asset man-
agement strategies and has been in
practice for over 25 years. To contact him,
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4 Existing Options with More Favorable
Tax Treatment than Trump Accounts

By Ryan Shumaker
Smartvestor Pro

Ryan hosts a radio show %,
Saturdays at 7:30am & |/
Sundays at 8am on
FM93.5/AM1440.  Listen
anytime at RetireLawrence.com/Radio

Last month we detailed both the tax
and control issues that come with a
Trump Account. This month we're dis-
cussing four existing alternative op-
tions that have more favorable tax
treatment. With each of these options
you'llalso be able to invest in a wide va-
riety of choices compared to a Trump
Account, which essentially only allows
investment in an S&P 500 or similar
index fund and nothing else until a
child turns 18.

Roth

ARoth is usually the best option if a
child is eligible for one. To be eligible
they must have earnings from some
sort of work, which most newborns

don’t have. All growth is 100% tax-free
and gains can be taken out at zero tax
for all the same reasons that would
waive the 10% tax penalty for taking
money out of a Trump Account, such
as education, first-time homebuyer,
reaching age 59 , etc. Unlike with a
Trump Account, whatever was origi-
nally contributed to a Roth can be
taken out at any time and for any rea-
son with no tax at all. Since any contri-
butions from family would be after tax
with both a Trump Account and a
Roth and the Roth has all gains tax-
free, the Roth is a superior option for
any child eligible to have one. Just like
with a Trump Account, there is a limit
on how much can be contributed each
year and the child will gain full control
of the money at age 18, which are a
couple of bigger downsides.

529
Unlike with a Roth or Trump Ac-
count,a 529 allows a parent, grandpar-

I See RYAN SHUMAKER on page 9
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Do not underestimate the degree of America's moral decline

By Dr. Michael Brown

In the last few years, there have been sig-
nificant victories for conservative, biblically
based morality here in America,and these
victories should be celebrated. But as we
approach our nation's 250th anniversary
and there is much excitement about for-
mally dedicating the country back to God,
we dare not underestimate the degree of
moral decline in our land. In many ways,
we are sicker than we realize.

To be sure, we can celebrate the over-
turning of Roe v Wade, something truly
momentous in our history, despite the
spike in abortions because of the abortion
pill. The fact that Roe is no longer the law
of the land is massive.

More broadly, we can celebrate a spate
of victories for freedom of religion under
the current Supreme Court, also reversing
a negative trend. As noted in the Wash-
ington Post on April 17,2026, "The court
has ruled in favor of religious liberty
claims 98 percent of the time over the past

Here | Stand!

CLINT
DECKER

President and
Evangelist

with Great
Awakenings, Inc.

Speaking Truth

Have you ever grown discouraged
and felt like giving up after standing
for what is right? Olivia understood
this when she came across evidence of
a fellow attorney in her firm over-
charging his elderly clients. After she
confronted Liam with the evidence
that one of his clients provided, he
firmly stated, “Olivia, you do not
know what you are stirring up here.
Stay out of this!” After Olivia went to
the firm’s partners, things began to
unravel. Threats were made against
her so she would stop. Olivia did not
know what to do. She feared losing
her job and reputation for future em-
ployment. And that is what happened.
She was eventually let go, which
caused Olivia to ask herself, “Should I

five terms." This, too, is massive.

We can also appreciate that the current
administration does not recognize June as
Pride Month, a tradition begun
by President Clinton and contin-
ued by Presidents Obama and
Biden.

And we can appreciate this
administration formally stating
that there are only two sexes, as
well as the wider pushback against radical
transgender activism, from local schools
to the world of sports to many court de-
cisions.

There was also the major D.C. event in
April, America Reads the Bible, and
throughout the country, there are signs of
campus revivals and reports of Gen Z
young people turning to God.

This is a sampling of the positive things
happening in our nation today; serving as
indicators of an incipient spiritual awak-
ening as well as representing some sem-
blance of a return toward moral sanity in
the wider population.

have been quiet? Did I do the right
thing?”

When we stand for what is right, it
is normal to have resistance, which
can cause doubts. This happened to
Moses, the iconic leader of the Jewish
people.

While the Jews were under im-
mense suffering because of the abuse
and tyranny of Pharaoh, God called
Moses to go and confront Pharaoh
over his evil. “Thus say the Lord, the
God of Israel,” Moses thundered to
Pharaoh, King of Egypt, “Let my peo-
ple go, that they may hold a feast to
me in the wilderness.” (Exodus 5:1)
Pharaoh was angered by the demand
and soundly rejected it. He was so in-
censed by Moses that he made the
Jewish people suffer for it. Conse-
quently, the people turned against
Moses leading him to question God,
“O Lord, why have you done evil to
this people? Why did you ever send
me? For since I came to Pharaoh to
speak in your name, he has done evil
to this people, and you have not de-
livered your people at all” (Ex. 5:22-
23)

Like what happened to Moses,
when we take a Christian stand
against any form of evil, there will al-
ways be opposition. Why? Because of
its spiritual nature. A Christian’s re-

But to be candid, the state of the nation
can be compared to someone who was al-
most killed in a car accident and is now
doing "much better" as they re-
cuperate in ICU. They remain
gravely ill and have a long (and
uncertain) road of recovery
ahead.

Here are just a few of the
symptoms of America's grave
condition.

As noted in a May 12 article on Axios
by Jim VandeHei and Mike Allen, "Once-
forbidden vices — weed, gambling and
porn —are no longer confined to back al-
leys or the desert.

"They're ubiquitous, digital and
spreading at a pace that has outstripped
the country's social and regulatory
guardrails." (Emphasis in the original.)

Worse still, "Governments didn't turn
ablind eye to most of this behavior. They
encouraged it. We're scaling sin in real
time."

As for smoking pot, "Not long ago, you

fusal to go along with something
plainly wrong or their efforts to ex-
pose it, is not merely activism. It is
something deeper and more noble. It
is standing for the truth that comes
from the one who created the heavens
and the earth. That truth is found in
the Bible, God’s Word, and is the
foundation of the glorious gospel of
Jesus. Pharaoh’s battle was ultimately
with God, and not Moses, who simply
spoke the truth of God, which
Pharaoh foolishly disregarded. This is
why we see God’s Word attacked, lied
about and twisted to deceptively trick
people.

The reason Christians stand for
truth, is not just out of allegiance to
God though or His Word, but also be-
cause of a deep love for their neighbor.
Moses confronted Pharaoh’s evil to
free over one million Jewish slaves
who were experiencing terrible suffer-
ing. When a believer in Christ stands
for truth, they are also standing for
others, being a voice to the voiceless
that seeks to protect and deliver others
from the lies of the Great Deceiver.

Like Moses, we can get discouraged
over the chaos, division and attacks
that come from confronting evil. Re-
member the words of Scripture,
“Beloved, do not be surprised at the
fiery trial when it comes upon you to

might've gone to jail for using pot, much
less selling it. Now, it's legal for a vast swath
of Americans and serves as a primary tax
engine for nearly half the country."

As for betting, "There's no reason to
visit a sportsbook when you have one in
your pocket. That lack of friction is de-
stroying the lives — and arguably the
morality—of countless young Americans,
even as it fills state coffers.”

Asfor porn, "Online pornography was
already ubiquitous before AL Now, deep-
fake technology has created an entirely
new category of harm that barely existed
two years ago."

Who can even remember the days
when you had to be at least 18 to access
porn legally?

Today, young children encounter porn
online, with the average age of first view-
ing estimated to be 12 years old.

The legalizing of recreational mari-
juana is already resulting in what some are
calling "a public health crisis," while a

M Continued on next page

test you, as though something strange
were happening to you.” (1 Peter 4:12)
Jesus predicted difficulties when we
stand for him saying, “In the world
you will have tribulation [trouble].
But take heart; I have overcome the
world.” (John 16:33)

How should you handle the disap-
pointment? Do not be a coward and
quit. Instead, plant your flag and stand
firm. It is written, “Blessed is the man
who remains steadfast under trial, for
when he has stood the test he will re-
ceive the crown of life, which God has
promised to those who love him”
(James 1:12) Endure. Keep standing
through faith in Christ, and persevere
with joy in your heart, praise on your
lips and with love for those who op-
pose you.

A prayer for you — Lord God, give
me wisdom and courage in exposing
evil, and help me to remain steadfast
in standing for biblical truth and
being a voice for the voiceless. In Jesus’
name. Amen.

—Clint Decker is President of Great
Awakenings. Share your comment at
cdecker@greatawakenings.org
and follow his blog at
clintdecker.blogspot.com.
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A society without God is a society without Truth

Next Thursday evening, Jews will cele-
brate the holiday of Shavuot. This holiday,
which occurs seven weeks and one day
after Passover (hence the name Shavuot,
which literally means "weeks"), commem-
orates perhaps the most transformative
event in all of human history: the revela-
tion of the Word of God to the ancient Is-
raelite nation. It was at Mount Sinai,
congregated at the base of the smoking
and trembling mountain, that God prom-
ised the Israelites they would be a "king-
dom of princes and a holy nation" if they
accepted and maintained fidelity to His
covenant. In unison, before they had even
received the Ten Commandments, the Is-
raelites responded, "All that the Lord has
spoken we shall do!"

The Divine Revelation at Sinai funda-
mentally changed the relationship be-
tween mankind and truth. Before Sinai,
mankind had understood truth as inher-
ently subjective, subject to the ever-chang-
ing whims of the volatile gods. Now; after
Sinai, there could be no such moral con-
fusion. The one, true God — He who had
created the universe and fashioned
mankind in His image —had revealed His
Will. Moral relativism and idolatry were
now out. Moral objectivity and monothe-
ism were now in. For the first time, there
was a fixed barometer by which to judge
man's moral conduct, devise laws and po-
litical institutions, and live one's day-to-
day life more generally.

Because of the breadth and depth of its
impact and lasting influence, the Divine
Revelation at Sinai was the logical starting
point for what we now call Western civi-
lization. Writing thousands of years later
atanother inflection point in human his-

tory, Alexander Hamilton wrote in The
Federalist No. 31: "In disquisitions of every
kind, there are certain primary truths, or
first principles, upon which all subsequent
reasonings must depend.” In the United
States specifically; and in Western civiliza-
tion more generally, it was long obvious
what those "primary truths" and "first
principles” actually meant: the Word of
God Himself. Such a properly anchored
and oriented society is uniquely suited to
improve mankind's lot and advance
human flourishing.

Crucially, only such a properly an-
chored society can claim to comprehend
the truth — let alone assert that certain
truths are "self-evident," as we recall every
Independence Day. Because when God
falls by the wayside, truth does as well. Re-
cent events underscore the point.

In a Washington Post op-ed earlier this
month, Gregory Conti, a politics professor
at perennially top-ranked Princeton Uni-
versity, lamented: "Several years ago, one
of my colleagues at Princeton University
hosted a lecture on religion and free
speech. The talk didn't seem to be landing
with the students. Finally; he realized why:
The speaker had made repeated reference
to the Ten Commandments, and several
students didn't know what they were."
Conti noted that Princeton students are
often smart and driven, but they lack basic
religious literacy — even the difference be-
tween the Old and New Testaments. In
short, many of America's future leaders do
not even recognize the "primary truths"
and "first principles" upon which our civ-
ilization rests.

There is a clear casualty of this igno-
rance: our ability to accept reality and the

truth. Consider, for example, the shocking
inability to do precisely that among far too
many members of America's more
avowedly secularist political party, the De-
mocrats. A whopping 42% of Democrats
believe the attempted assassination of
Donald Trump in Butler, Pennsylvania, in
July 2024 was staged. A similarly galling
34% of Democrats believe the same about
the recent attempted assassination of
Trump and his Cabinet members at the
White House Correspondents' Dinner in
Washington, D.C. There is, of course, zero
evidence to support either belief. One
might as well believe in Bigfoot, or that
Neil Armstrong's moon landing was fake.

Americans who have even nominally
right-leaning political views who have also
lost touch with basic reality; allowing their
brains to be rotted by mass consumption
of delusional conspiracies and Al-driven
online slop. We call them Candace Owens
and Tucker Carlson fans.

There can be nothing good down this
road. Only a society that is rooted in, and
oriented toward, the eternal and the tran-
scendental can ever hope to cultivate de-
cent, truth-seeking citizens. When a free
people loses the ability to discern between
truth and fiction, rightness and wrong-
ness, justice and injustice, there can only
be only misery, despair and destruction.
We're losing that because, for far too long,
we've been missing God. There is no better
time than the run-up to America's semi-
quincentennial — when we will celebrate
the assertion of the self-evident truths that
birthed the nation — to find Him once
again. Frankly, America's survival for an-
other 250 years depends on it.

- Josh Hammer

M Continued from previous page

massive spike in gambling addiction will
have disastrous effects in the years to
come.

How does a generation recover from
this?

Or consider the phenomenon of cou-
ples living together out of wedlock.

It's as normal as marriage in the story
lines of movie and TV series, perhaps
even more common than marriage.

As for having children out of wedlock,
in the last 50 years, America moved from
stigma to normalization. In 1970, only
about 11% of births were to unmarried
women; by 1999 it was about 33%, and
by 2023 it was 40%, after peaking at 41%.

This represents a massive moral fall.

It's the same with gay relationships.

Same-sex "marriage” has been the law
of the land since June 2015, the date of the
momentous Obergefell decision. And so,
what seemed completely inconceivable
not that long ago — namely, the redefining

of marriage on a national level — is taken
for granted by most Americans today.

No big deal. Nothing even to get our
attention.

The first gay kiss on TV was in 1991 on
NBC, featuring two women on "L.A.
Law," and it created no small stir.

Today, who can count the number of
gay love scenes airing on mainstream TV,
cable TV, streaming networks and in
movies, let alone the steady stream of gay
couples featured in commercials? Does
the average viewer even bat an eye?

It was in 1997 that Ellen DeGeneres'
TV character came out as lesbian, result-
ing in a national uproar. How many of us
can remember an America like that, when
afamous celebrity simply saying, "Yep,I'm
gay," could shake the nation?

The very fact that the administration's
important declaration that there are only
two sexes was applauded for its boldness
saysitall. This took boldness? Saying that
something as basic as 2+2=4 was a land-
mark moment?

We have even witnessed the normal-
ization of profanity, with the f-word used
openly everywhere, from political leaders
to the biggest podcasters, to athletes prais-
ing "Jesus [expletive] Christ." This alone
is a symptom of moral degeneration.

The good news is that all things are
possible with God, and He can send such
a massive revival that the Church will be
awakened and transformed, resulting in
massive cultural change as well. But the
situation is more dire than we realize and
the hour more urgent than we under-
stand.

This requires spiritual desperation on
a scale unlike anything we have seen in
our lifetimes, starting with each of us in-
dividually. Do we realize how sick we are?

The White House cannot heal us.

The government cannot save us.

Religious institutions cannot trans-
form us.

Only a massive spiritual awakening can
turn the tide.

May it start with you and with me!

Facebook/MetroVoiceNews
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ent or other family member to main-
tain complete control of the money in-
definitely and can actually change who
the money is for at anytime. Not only
could the account be changed to an-
other family member, but also to one-
self. Additionally, unlike a Roth or
Trump Account, there is a Kansas tax
deduction for contributing to a 529.
One can receive a tax deduction of up
to $3,000 (which could save $174 in
state tax) per year for each person they
are making a 529 contribution for. So,
if a married couple had two kids, that
would mean up to $12,000 (each per-
son contributing $3,000 to each child)
could be contributed per year, which
would save nearly $700 in state taxes
for most. While more can be con-
tributed each year to a 529 than this,
there would be no tax break on the ad-
ditional amounts. If the money is used
for education, then all of the growth
becomes tax-free. In recent years, the
definition of what counts as an educa-
tion expense has expanded greatly to
include a lot of options besides tradi-
tional college, such as private K-12 tu-
ition and expenses, student loan
repayment, and apprenticeship pro-
grams. If a child never ends up needing
the money for educational expenses,
which was always a concern in the
past, up to $35,000 can now be con-
verted to a tax-free Roth.

UTMA

UTMA stands for Uniform Trans-
fers to Minors Act and is an account
that a parent or other person would
control and be in charge of until the
child turns either 18 or 21. At that point
the child would have full control of the
account, just like with a Roth or Trump
Account. Unlike a Roth or Trump Ac-
count, though, there is no limit on how
much can be contributed to a UTMA
and in most cases up to $2,700 a year
in interest, capital gains, and/or divi-
dends can be made in the account
completely tax-free. A UTMA account
invested in an S&P 500 index fund, as
is required in a Trump Account, would
need to be over $150,000 in value be-
fore there would be any federal tax on
the dividends. Even above this amount,
the tax would be less on a UTMA ac-
count than a Trump Account on any
gains and with a UTMA account the
money can be used for any purpose
and at any time without a tax penalty.
Once a child comes of age, they could
potentially sell investments and realize
up to $66,500 worth of gains each year
at zero federal income tax too.

Brokerage Account

This last option really offers the most
flexibility as the owner maintains com-
plete control at all times, can invest in
anything, can have money withdrawn
for any reason, and can have an unlim-
ited amount deposited into it. Who the
money is for can also be changed to
anyone at any time too. The drawback
to this option is that the owner,
whether it be a parent, grandparent,
etc. would be responsible for paying
yearly any taxes owed for any interest
or dividends paid. For most, though,
this would be a very minimal amount
if tax-efficient ETFs are utilized. At any
time, the owner can gift shares to a
child’s UTMA or, if they are over 18,
that person’s investment account.
Doing that would then shift the tax of
selling any investment to the child’s tax
return, which in many cases would be
a lower tax or potentially no tax at all.
This is a common tax saving strategy
we utilize with our clients.

Generally, we suggest starting with a
Roth if a child is eligible, then a 529. We
caution against putting too much into
a 529, though, unless youre confident
that the money will be used for educa-
tion expenses in the future. Ideally, you
would want the 529 to not grow in
value to more than $35,000 when the
child turns 18 as that is how much
could be switched to a Roth tax-free if
the money isn’t used for education.
After that, most people then look at a
brokerage account, though we do have
a few that use UTMAs.

Regardless of the direction you
choose, the most important thing is to
save as early and often as possible.
Don't be paralyzed by all the choices
and let analysis paralysis lead you to
doing nothing. As shown in the chart,
starting with $1,000 at birth versus at
age 18 leads to a very significant differ-
ence later in life even with a conserva-
tive 8% return projection. If you'd like
help determining what might be the
best route for your situation, you can
set up a complimentary strategy ses-
sion with someone on our team at Re-
tirement Portfolios in Lawrence by
calling 785-330-9292 or by visiting our
website www.RetireFromTaxes.com.

Other great articles about retirement,
investing, and tax reduction can be seen
at RetireFrom Taxes.com/Blog.

Material discussed is meant for
general/informational purposes and is not
intended to be used as the sole basis for any
financial decisions, nor be construed as ad-
vice to meet your particular needs. Please
consult a financial professional for further
information. Investment advisory services
offered through Retirement Portfolios, LLC.

Call Ryan at 785-330-9292.
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Christian Parents More Engaged With Scripture

Parents in the United States are
more likely than non-parents to con-
sider themselves to be Christians and
value scripture, the latest State of the
Bible data from the American Bible
Society found.

Among churchgoing parents, 91
percent of evangelical Protestants, 80
percent of those in historically black
Protestant churches and 69 percent of
Catholics say they feel supported by
their congregations. The level of faith
commitment also appears to play a
role: Among practicing Christians
who attend church, 92 percent say
they feel supported, compared to 77
percent of casual Christians and 50
percent of nominal or non-Christians
who attend church.

Churches should intentionally in-
vest programs in helping parents

“Church leaders and fellow Chris-
tians need to intentionally invest in
parents during this demanding season
of life,” said John Farquhar Plake, the
group’s chief innovation officer and
editor-in-chief of the State of the Bible

series. “With support from their

church, these caregivers can establish
life-giving rhythms of prayer and
scripture engagement with their chil-
dren, and in their own personal disci-
pleship. Parents are carrying a heavy
load, and all of us in the church can
help them carry it

Although parents (46 percent) are
less likely than non-parents (59 per-
cent) to fall into the category of the
Bible disengaged, they also are not
more likely to be classified as Bible en-
gaged (16 percent for parents vs. 18
percent for non-parents). Instead,
parents are far more likely to fall
within the movable middle, a category
marked by an appreciation for the
Bible and moderate interaction with
it but without a disciplined commit-
ment. That group includes 38 percent
of parents, compared to 23 percent of
non-parents.

“We’ve already seen that work-
family balance and fatigue sit at the
top of parental frustrations,” the re-
port said. “Perhaps some parents just
don’t have time (or feel they don’t) for
the personal and community disci-

phnes involved ins scripture engage-
ment”

More than seven in 10 parents of
children ages 2 to 5 say their kids enjoy
attending church, while 66 percent of
parents with children ages 6 to 12 and
61 percent of parents with teens ages
13 to 17 say the same.

“It’s delightful to see about two-
thirds of these children liking their
church experience, but we also take
note of the trend line that extends well
beyond childhood,” the report said.
“Perhaps church leaders could start
reversing the widely reported genera-
tional slide by starting early, creating
robust opportunities for middle-
schoolers and teens to engage more
joyously with their faith, their church
and the Bible”

Spiritual Revival Grows as Secularism Declines

The “death of secularism” and
search for meaning are fueling
revival, according to Pastor Matt
Chandler of The Village Church,
a megachurch in Flower Mound,
Texas.

“We are in the middle of some-
thing,” he says. “I hope it’s the be-
ginning, not the middle. The last
three years here have been just
marked by supernatural activity.”

Chandler said his church has
prayed that God would bring the
same movement they’ve been

witnessing in other communities
across the nation and around the
world to their congregation. This
prayer, he said, was answered last
year when The Village Church
experienced a record number of
baptisms.

“We don’t want to watch it play
out on YouTube — we want to
avail ourselves to the Lord and
ask him to do it here,” he said ac-
cording to Crosswalk Headlines.
“And he has honored that prayer
here in really stunning ways. It’s
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been among all ages — certainly
our students and young adults
have kind of led the charge in it.
But it has spread.”

Chandler pointed to the Unite
US gatherings on college cam-
puses, which have sparked thou-
sands of salvations since
launching in 2023, saying church
leaders have wondered whether
that spiritual fire eventually
would spread into local congre-
gations. He says it has. “By the
grace of God, it seems to be
doing just that. We’re humbled
and thrilled,” he said.

Chandler believes the current
spiritual movement has been fu-
eled in part by the collapse of
secular influence.

“We have watched the death of
secularism,” he said. “I think it
crested and crashed. And you
have a whole generation that
watched the generation before
them go at it, and they’re like,
‘No, thank you.” I think secular-

ism is dead. I don’t think it’s
dying; I think it’s dead. And so,
what’s going to take its place?”
Church leaders, he said, should
not assume Christianity will au-
tomatically fill this void, warning
that neopaganism and other spir-
itual alternatives are rising as
well. He described a recent en-
counter with a stranger who said
he and his wife worship a Celtic
god and that she identifies as a

witch.

“And so that stuff’s growing,
too,” Chandler said. “Why? Be-
cause secularism is dead. So
they’re looking for the transcen-
dent. People are going to go to-
wards the new age paganism,
demonic stuff, if we don’t get
them to see and marvel at the
beauty of Jesus by the grace of
God”

RETIREMENT TEAM

continued from page 7

works out.”

For more information or to sched-
ule a complimentary, no-obligation
review, contact Roger Shumaker at
785-478-7808. The Retirement Team

includes financial and tax professionals
who specialize in helping individuals
create customized Retirement Red
Zone plans.

This material is for informational pur-
poses only and should not be construed as
investment, tax; or legal advice. All investing
nvolves risk, including the possible loss of
principal. Past performance is not indica-
tive of future results. Individuals should

consult with a qualified financial profes-
sional regarding their specific situation.
Roger W. Shumaker is a Registered
Representative and Investment Advisor
Representative. Securities and Investment
Advisory Services are offered through
Osaic Wealth, Inc., member FINRA/SIPC.
Osaic Wealth is separately owned, and
other entities and/or marketing names,
products, or services referenced here are
independent of Osaic Wealth.
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Ukraine Churches Grow During War

Ukraine’s churches are reporting
surprising growth in the shadow of
war, with new congregations form-
ing even as Russian attacks con-
tinue to batter cities, villages and
civilian infrastructure across the
country.

Church leaders say more than
100 new churches have opened
since Russia’s invasion began in
2022. Baptisms have also climbed

sharply during the conflict as
many Ukrainians, including sol-
diers on the front lines, search for
spiritual stability amid loss and
uncertainty.

“One hundred and six new
churches have been started over
the past four years,” said Igor Ban-
dura, vice president of the Ukrain-
ian Baptist Union. “Over 13,000
people have been baptized, signif-
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icantly more
than before the
war.”

Bandura
said the mis-
sion of many
church leaders
changed al-
most immedi-
ately after the
invasion. Be-
fore the war,
much of his
work focused
on strengthen-
ing interna-
tiomnal
relationships
between
churches.
Now, he
spends much of his time organiz-
ing humanitarian aid and helping
congregations displaced by the
fighting.

The shift has been especially vis-
ible among soldiers serving near
the front, where chaplains are dis-
tributing Bibles, prayer books and
Christian literature to troops fac-
ing constant danger.

“A fellow pastor is currently
serving as a full-time chaplain on
the frontlines,” Bandura said. “In
the past month, at the request of
soldiers, he distributed over 300
copies of the New Testament, 27
audio Bibles and more than 670
prayer books.”

Approximately 2,000 chaplains
have been deployed to front-line
areas as demand from soldiers has
increased. Many soldiers who pre-
viously showed little interest in
faith are now asking for prayer and
spiritual counsel after experiencing
combat.

“On the frontlines, there are
those who are saying, ‘God has
found us,” Bandura said. “They
ask for Gospel literature and want
to learn how to pray.”

The church growth has come
despite heavy losses. More than
500 churches and religious sites
across Ukraine have reportedly
been destroyed during the war, in-
cluding Baptist congregations in
eastern and southern regions.

At the same time, Ukrainian
refugees fleeing the war have car-
ried their faith into other coun-
tries. ~ The  Slavic  Gospel
Association reports that displaced

Facebook/MetroVoiceNews

believers have planted approxi-
mately 160 new Ukrainian
churches across 15 European na-
tions.

For decades, Ukraine has been
described as “the Bible belt of Eu-
rope,” according to Eric Mock,
SGA’s senior vice president of min-
istry operations. Now it’s becom-
ing like the modern-day version of
the church in the Book of Acts, he
said. “We’re seeing hundreds of
young men eager to enter the min-
istry and take on the leadership of
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local churches.”

Many local evangelical churches
have also become aid centers, dis-
tributing food and providing
warmth during the bitterly cold
winter months. Support has come
from SGA’s donors in the U.S.

“We're living in chaotic times
and many people are looking for
hope,” said Mock, a frequent trav-
eler to Ukraine’s war-torn areas.
“They’re finding that faith in
Christ is the only anchor in the
storm.”

Why you need dental insurance in retirement.

Medicare doesn't pay for dental care.’
need to purchase individual insurance.

from becoming expensive ones.
checkups twice a year.

Previous dental work can wear out.

services people over 50 often need.

National average dental fees. Data current as of July 2025; subject to change.

That's right. As good as Medicare is, it was never meant to
cover everything. That means if you want protection, you

Early detection can prevent small problems

The best way to prevent large dental bills is preventive
care. The American Dental Association recommends

Your odds of having a dental problem only go up as you age.?

Treatment is expensive — especially the

Unexpected bills like $299 for a filling ... $1.471 for a crown®
can be a real burden, especially if you're on a fixed income.

1"Medicare & You,” Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services, 2025.2 “Aging changes in teeth and gums", medlineplus.gov, 4/17/2022. FairHealth, Inc.
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Simply put — without
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coverage.
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Summer activities coming to NOTO

FIRST FRIDAY ART WAILK & MAR-
KET is the first Friday of every month.
The North Topeka Arts District has be-
come an attraction to Art Lovers and
History Buffs alike with beautiful scenes
of art and history. Entertainment can
also be found on First Fridays, at various
venues during the artwalk up and down
N. Kansas Avenue, as well as streetside
vendors. The restaurants, locally owned
shops, art galleries antiques and studios
have become a favorite art walk destina-
tion. Art Walk Hours are 10 am to 9 pm.

First Friday Music in Redbud Park
June5 - Stephanie Teagarden: Own Two
Feet.

Summer Concert Series — June 19:
Get ready for an unforgettable night as
Pretend Friend takes the stage! This Wi-
chita-based, nationally touring progres-
sive. Americana and bluegrass trio
delivers driving rhythms, soulful
melodies, tight harmonies, and electri-
fying improvisation that keeps audiences
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hooked from start to finish. [

Blending traditional roots ;‘_'r_ .‘? 4 a";l & ﬂ#“‘i -‘e!'
. 0 E L

with modern energy, their &
dynamic sound creates a [
powerful and engaging live §
experience. Opening Youth [
Musician: Addie Resch :

NOTO also features live
music on a regular basis at
Artismo Gallery & Bistro
and Compass Point.

For more event information visit ex-

plorenoto.org/.

Other umcoming events in North
Topeka:

HAYSTAK LIVE at The Woodshed:
May 30, 9pm.

WOODSHED 1ST SATURDAYS
MARKET - June 6, 9-2, Woodshed
Event Center. Also held every Sunday!

TOPEKA RENAISSANCE FESTI-
VAL - June 12-14, at Woodshed Event
Center. Friday Ball 6-11pm. Sat. & Sun.

Jeffrey F. Van Petten, DVM

Blember - AVMA, IVAS, AVCA

Yatannary Acupunciure & Chircpractc Cara
7146 K-4 Hwy, Meriden, Ks = T85-484-3358
staffi@meriden-animal.com » MeridenAnimalHosp.com
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MINISTRIES
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Donate: Text TRMgve to 77977
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Volunteer Services: 7835.354.1744 ext. 383 .
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10-6. Bringing the Medieval world to life
for an unforgettable weekend of war-
riors, feasting, merchants, music, and
myth. Enjoy: Mead, feasting, and cele-
brations; Armored combat exhibitions;
Live music & late-night revelry. Mer-
chants; Mead, ale, and food vendors;
Weapons demos & Jousting; Storytelling
and living-history displays; Family activ-
ities & children’s realm; Live performers,
musicians, and entertainers.

NORTH TOPEKA COMMUNITY
BAND CONCERT - Jun. 2, 7:30pm,
Garfield Park Gazebo

BLOCK PARTY - Jun. 5,5-9pm, Kaw
Valley Bank parking lot, 1110 N. Kansas
Ave. Free live music and food! Chance
Encounter and Glory Days Pizza, plus
Pineapple Dream. Free face painting and
balloon artists too! While supplies last!

CUSTOMER APPRECIATION CAR
SHOW —Jun. 6, 8-12, Lux Auto Detail-
ing, 660 NE 24 Highway. Show cars, clas-
sics, hot rods, etc. Food, drinks,
giveaways, etc.

GARAGE SALE & BAKE SALE - June
13, 8am-4pm, Kansas Ave United
Methodist Church, 1029 N Kansas Ave,
inside Fellowship Hall. Fundraiser for
Children/Youth ministry. Lots of good
bargains!

HELLO SUNSHINE SUMMER
EVENT - Jun. 13, 10-2, Rolling Hills
Christian Church, 4530 NW Hiawatha
Pl. Face painting, bouncy houses, kid
games, food trucks, giveaways

NORTH TOPEKA COMMUNITY
BAND CONCERT - Jun. 23, 7:30pm,

<14
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Downing
Septic & Grease

Cleaning

785-357-0046
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The Area’s Most Complete Guide to the Family-Friendly Events You Want to See!

calendar

FREE LISTINGS! E-mail your events to: Voice@cox.net; mail to
Metro Voice, P.0. 5724, Topeka, KS 66605; fax to 785-235-3340 or enter online at metrovoicenews.com
Get your event Highlighted in Blue in print, our online calendar and promoted in social media for only $29!

FAMILY-FRIENDLY EVENTS

DOWNTOWN TOPEKA FARMERS MARKET - Saturday's
thru Oct., 7:30am-noon, 6th & Harrison. The open-air
market is full of fresh fruits and vegetables, herbs,
arts & crafts, flowesr, home-baked goods,etc.

BREAD BASKET FARMERS MARKET — Every Saturday
7:30am-1pm, West Ridge Mall parking lot, south end.

MONDAY FARMERS MARKET —Mondays 7:30-
11:30am, thru Sep. 14, Topeka & Sh. Co. Library, 10th
& Washburn. (closed Memorial Day & Labor Day)

FARMERS MARKET - Hoyt, Wed. 3-6

ROSSVILLE FARMERS MARKET - Thu. 4-6 at the city
park by the pool

OVERBROOK FARMERS MARKET — Mon. 4-6 at the
fairgrounds (until Labor Day)

LAWRENCE FARMERS MARKET — Sat. 7:30 —
11:30am, 824 New Hampshire St

PERRY LECOMPTON FARMERS MARKET — Fri. 4-
6:30pm, parking lot of the former Thriftway
TOUCHATRUCK— May 30, 10-12, West Ridge Mall
DOGGIE DATE NIGHT — May 30, 6-8pm, Evergy Plaza

SILENT AUCTION AND CARNIVAL — May 30, 3pm,
Countryside UMC, 3221 SW Burlingame. Games, face
painting, a bounce house, and more

SATURDAY CRUISE NIGHTS — 5-9pm: 1st Sat: Span-
gles, 29th & Topeka Blvd (Cruise the Blvd!); 2nd Sat:
Fairlawn Plaza; 3rd Sat: The Dugout, 17th & Fairlawn;
Ath Sat: The Pad; 5th Sat: The Dugout.

WELCOME SUMMER VENDOR SHOW — May 30, 10-6,
West Ridge Mall. Indoor vendor market.

oava the Usiss?

. ﬂusincss . M ‘Churches I
Mertibarahin apen do all Christian husissos, nor-prafits, chirches & gkl
Luncheors & Tredeshows & odher svants opan fo s genera putds
CHAlve POWER Luncheons are held 2nd Thur. each ma,

June 11, 11:30-1: “POWER" Luncheon at
Celtic Fox. Ryan Wynne with Doxazo Ministires,
helping every kid find a church home.

Fres Admdssion, Order irch from meno if desived

Open o the public. REVE o Infod@lSAke. ang

+ July 9: POWER Luncheon, 11:30-1
» Aug. 13: POWER Luncheon, 11:30-1: Sam Brownback
+ Sep, 10: POWER Luncheon, 11:30-1

SPRING VENDOR EVENT — May 31, 11-6, HyVee. Fea-
turing local vendors, food trucks!

SANTE FE BAND CONCERT — May 31, 7pm, Gage Park
Amphitheatre

BIBLE CHAT— Jun. 2, 1-2pm, Kansas Ave. UMC, 1029
N. Kansas Ave. All are welcome to join for an open
forum Bible study! Come deepen your understanding
of scripture & grow through shared reflection & dis-
cussion.

NORTH TOPEKA COMMUNITY BAND CONCERT — Jun.
2, 7:30pm, Garfield Park Gazebo

ING NETWORKING GROUP — Jun. 3, 11:30am at IHOP
north. All welcome, free to attend, order from menu if
desired.

EATS AND BEATS — June 4, 6-9pm, Evergy Plaza.
Switch in Time with Tyler Swain

HHHS FOOD TRUCK NIGHT — June 5, 4-8pm, 5720 SW
21st. Food and local bands. Bring a lawn chair. Helps
homeless animals.

GNOME HOME CLASS — Jun. 5, 4-8pm, HHHS, 5720
SW 21st St. Join us during Food Truck Night for a
hands-on fundraiser that's a little magical. . .a
GNOME HOME building class to raise funds for the
shelter!

BLOCK PARTY —Jun. 5, 5-9pm, Kaw Valley Bank park-
ing lot, 1110 N. Kansas Ave. Free live music and food!
Chance Encounter and Glory Days Pizza, plus Pineap-
ple Dream. Free face painting and balloon artists too!
While supplies last!

FIRST FRIDAY AT CONSTITUTION HALL— Jun. 5, 5-
8pm, 429 S. Kansa Ave. Constitution Hall will be open
as part of the citywide art walk. Stop in, explore the
space, and experience a place where history hap-
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pened.

FRIDAY NITE BITES — Jun. 5, 234 Main St, Carbondale.
Food Truck event

FIRST FRIDAY MUSIC IN REDBUD PARK - June 5.
Stephanie Teagarden & Own Two Feet.

WOODSHED 1ST SATURDAYS MARKET — June 6, 9-2,
Woodshed Event Center.

HEARTLAND SALUTE TO AMERICA 250 — Jun. 6,
7:30am-2pm, Museum of the Kansas National Guard,
125 SE Airport Dr., Forbes Field. Pancakes/Biscuits &
Gravy 7-9, military equipment displays, Topeka Big
Band 9am, patriot parade 10am, Sante Fe Band 11am,
Cookout meal 11-1, kids activities, face painting, food
tzruck 11-2, inflatables WWII battle re-enactment 1 &
pm
DOORSTEP’S NEIGHBORFEST — June 6, 10am-2pm,
5973 SW 25th St. Food trucks, 5K FunRun at 9am, car
show, fire truck, storm chaser vehicle, raffles, family
fun zone, face painting, inflatable. www.Doorstep-
topeka.org.

NEIGHBORHOOD HANGOUT MARKET — Jun. 6, 11-3,
29th Oakley Shopping Center. Baked goods, produce,
food trucks, flowers, homemade cloths, vendors. Dogs
welcome.

NAMI WALK - June 6, 11-1, West Ridge Mall. Registra-
tion on-site begins at 10 a.m. The day will also include
remarks from several people, along with storytelling,
an art display and a scavenger hunt. Find details and
register at NAMIWalks.org/Kansas.

CUSTOMER APPRECIATION CAR SHOW — Jun. 6, 8-12,
Lux Auto Detailing, 660 NE 24 Highway. Show cars,
classics, hot rods, etc. Food, drinks, giveaways, etc.

MULVANE ART FAIR - Jun. 6; 10-5 & 7: 10-3, 1700 SW
College Ave. Over 85 fine art booths, Food trucks, Live
music, Special guest instructor in the Art Lab Out-
doors, Interactive art experiences

SUMMER KICK-OFF — Jun. 6, 2-8pm, Crestview Park,
4901 Shunga Drive. Faith Temple Church presents Tal-
ent Show, Live Music, Live DJ, Bounce Houses, Face
Painting, Balloon Animals, Kickball Tournament, Great
Food, Mechanical Bull, Comhole, Raffles & More!) Info:
faithtemplel952@gmail.com; 785-235-1384.
KFGB97.7FM / UpperRoomRadioOnline.com

GRAND OPENING — Jun. 7, 10am. New businesses
Opal Out West boutique and Soda Rodeo dirty soda,
1929 SW Gage

JUNE FELLOWSHIP — Jun. 7, 5-7pm, Central Park
Christian Church, 1535 SW Clay. Fast-paced game of
Speed Friendshipping and find out all kinds of interest-
ing facts about the other attendees. Make new friends
during this entertaining activity AND enjoy an ice
cream sundae bar! Ice cream will be provided, you
bring your favorite toppings and goodies.

C5Alive “POWER” LUNCHEON — June 11, 11:30-1, at
Celtic Fox. Featuring Ryan Wynne from Doxazo.
Free admission. Meals available from menu if de-
sired. Please RSVP to info@C5Alive.org so we know
how many to expect. Open to the public - bring a
friend!

SAVE THE DATE: C5 POWER Luncheon, July 9, 11:30-1

EATS AND BEATS — June 11, 6-9pm, Evergy Plaza. Mill-
town Band opening for Villians Dance

250TH BIRTHDAY PARTY —Jun. 11, 5:30-7pm,
House2Home, Fairlawn Plaza. Melissa Rau, Topeka
sculptress: Her Uncle Sam statute will be on display in
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the store. It is amazing. Come listen to her tell you
how she creates all her outstanding works of art! July
Ath décor on sale.

TOPEK RENAISSANCE FESTIVAL —June 12-14 at The
Woodshed Event Center. Step into a world of
magic, adventure, and merriment! Jousting, Birds
of Prey, Live armored combat, Fire performers,
archery, axe throw, pony rides. Separate Pirate Bar
for adults. Flinthaven Fae Ball Friday evening, Main
festival Sat & Sun 10-6. $16 per day, $30 weekend
pass. VIP Experience $100: Admission all 3 days,
VIP Tent - Feast like royalty, private shaded seating
at shows. Camping available.

ANNUAL SIDEWALK SALE — Jum. 12, 10-5, Fairlawn
Plaza. Free Snow Cones while supplies last from 11-
10. Music by Colin Nichols

INDOOR GARAGE/TREASURE SALE — Jun. 12-13,
8:30-3, 5221 SW West Dr. Women’s Club of Topeka.
CORNER MARKET — June 13, 10-3, 29th & Adams.
Vendors and kids activities.
GARAGE SALE & BAKE SALE - June 13, 8am-4pm,
Kansas Ave United Methodist Church, 1029 N Kansas
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Ave, inside Fellowship Hall. Fundraiser for
Children/Youth ministry. Lots of good bargains!

JUNE MARKET — Jun. 13, 10am, The Marketplace at
West Ridge Mall. Local vendors.

ANNUAL MAETA TRUCK AND CAR SHOW — Jun. 13,
Meriden Antique Engine and Threshers Assn. 8275 KS-
4 Hiway. Flea market too.

OPENING CAR SHOW — June 13, Heartland Motor-
sports Park. Free admission to the public.

HHHS RUMMAGE SALE — Jun. 13, 9-1, 5720 SW 21st.
HELLO SUNSHINE SUMMER EVENT — Jun. 13, 10-2,
Rolling Hills Christian Church, 4530 NW Hiawatha PI.
Face painting, bouncy houses, kid games, food trucks,
giveaways

SECOND SATURDAY FREE CONCERT —Jun. 13,
7:30pm, Celtic Fox, 118 SW 8th Ave. Kansas City's own
Rock Party LIVE

SUMMERTIME BLUES —Jun. 17, 7-9pm, Gage Park
Amphitheater. Featuring Howard Mahan

ING NETWORKING GROUP — Jun. 17, 11:30am at
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Celtic Fox. All welcome, free to attend, order from
menu if desired.

EATS AND BEATS — June 18, 6-9pm, Evergy Plaza. Bill
Horn opening for Typical Stereo

CONCERT FOR A CHILD — June 19, 7pm, Evergy
Plaza. featuring Zac Harmon. Opening up for Zac wil
be local band The Mix with Mike Babb. Also included:
food trucks, raffles, a Capper Foundation presenta-
tion including a video featuring a child receiving ther-
apy services. Visit www.capper.org or call
785-272-4060 or abilities@capper.org

NOTO SUMMER CONCERT —Jun. 19, 6:15pm, Redbud
Park. Featuring Pretend Friend.

KIDS MARKET DAY AND FATHERS DAY COOKOUT -
June 20 at the Downtown Farmers Market.

NORTH TOPEKA COMMUNITY BAND CONCERT — Jun.
23, 7:30pm, Garfield Park Gazebo

EATS AND BEATS — June 25, 6-9pm, Evergy Plaza.
The Tippers opening for Jake Banfield

TOPEKA CITYWIDE PRAYER — Jun. 26, 6pm, Evergy
Plaza. Team Ascension — a city united in prayer, wor-
ship and faith across cultures, backgrounds and
communities

REGGAE ROOTS FESTIVAL—Jun. 27, 4:15pm, Celtic
Fox. $15 admission.

FIESTA TOPEKA KICKOFF — Jun. 27, 6:15pm, 224 NE
Branner. Fun-filled evening with live music, delicious
Mexican food, food trucks, treats, and refreshing
beverages

SUMMER SKY EXTRAVAGANZA - Jun. 27, 7:15-
10:15pm, SENT, 455 SE Golf Park Blvd. Fun, food,
and family-friendly entertainment, capped off by
Topeka's first-ever professional drone light show.
Food trucks, car show, giveaways, inflatables. Free

ONGOING EVENTS

SK8AWAY LEARNERS SESSIONS - Every Saturday
morning 11-1, Sk8away, 815 Fairlawn Family fun en-
vironment and the best deal in town, $8 per person
but an adult skates for free with paid child!
sk8away.net; 785-272-0303;
manager@sk8away.net

SENIORS NUTRITIONAL LUNCH — Weekdays, except
holidays, at noon at Auburn Civic Center, 1020 N.
Washington Street. Minimal cost per person. Reser-
vations/cancellations required 24 hours in advance
by calling Meals on Wheels of Jefferson & Shawnee
Co. at 295-3980. Each meal includes 1% milk &
sugar-free items for diabetics. 215- 0064.

MEDICARE MONDAYS — First Mon. ea. month, 1-

= Ballroom & Lounge

* Weddings
* Private Partios

* Celebrations of Life

* Quinceaferas
* Fundraisers
* Corporate Events

3pm. Topeka/Sh. Co. Public Library, 1515 SW 10th.
Jayhawk Area Agency on Aging offers Senior health
insurance counseling. 580-4545 or nhonl@tscpl.org

COUNTRY AND BALLROOM DANCING - Thursdays 6-
9pm. Croco Hall. Info: 379-9538, 478-4760.

FIRST FRIDAY ART MARKET — Downtown and NOTO
arts district. Arts, antiques, fine crafts, flea market
items, snacks, beverages, entertainment and more.

TOPEKA ACAPELLA UNLIMITED AUDITIONS —Topeka
Acappella Unlimited is looking for female singers who
would like to sing four-part acappella harmonies.
Topeka Acappella Unlimited is a Chapter of Sweet
Adelines, International. Cindy Patton: 785-640-7403

HARVESTERS MOBILE FOOD PANTRY, 1st & 3rd Sat,
2-3pm, Shawnee Heights UMC parking lot.

FREE MOBILE FOOD DISTRIBUTION — 4th Tue. thru
Nov., 9am, 1231 NW Eugene St. Randel Ministries,
Inc., in partnership with Harvesters and Family of God
Church will have its monthly food distribution. No ID
or proof of income required, first come first served.
Distributing fresh produce and other items to families
inneed. 785-234-1111. RandelMinistries.com

OPEN INDOOR COURT PICKLEBALL — Sundays at
Apm, Berryton United Methodist Church (7010 SE
Berryton Rd. All ages and abilities welcome.

WOODSHED MARKET — Sun. 10-3, 1901 N. Kansas
Ave.

FAMILY NIGHT AT COSMOS COURT — Tuesdays, 5pm,
Cosmos Court, 909 S. Kansas Ave. Pizza, salads, hot
tlogs, nachos, soup and more! Get a 16” Pizza, 2
side salads, and 4 cups of ice cream for only $30!

FRIDAY NIGHT FUNNIES — Every Friday at Cosmos
Court, 909 S. Kansas. Weekly comedy show is only
$15, or two for $25.

CORNER MARKET — 2nd Saturdays. 29th & Adams.
50+ Vendors, food trucks, music, kids activities,

KANSAS PRAIRIE PICKERS — Fourth Sun. ea. Month,
1pm, Auburn Community Center. Foot-stomping,
hand-clapping tunes. Concessions available

GRAND OTTAWA OPRY - 2nd & 4th Saturday,
5:30PM-pre-show, 6PM showtime, Ottawa Memorial
Auditorium, 301 S Hickory, Ottawa. Tickets are $15
and only at the door. Ph. 785-241-6762, email
grandoopry@gmail.com. GrandOttawaOpry.com
HARVESTER'S PROGRAM FOR SENIOR CITIZENS -
every second Sat., takes place at Christian Lord Min-
istries, 2421 SE California. Call 266-4979.

HOPE HOUSE FREE COMMUNITY CLOTHING BANK —
Wed. 6-8pm and Sat. 10am-12pm, Oakland Church
of the Nazarene: 939 NE Oakland

1801 N Kansas Ave

785-213-3561

thowoodshedtopoka.com

HARVESTER FREE MOBILE FOOD DISTRIBUTION -
3rd Saturday each month, 10-11am, Oakland Church
of the Nazarene: 939 NE Oakland

FIRST SATURDAY BREAKFAST BUFFET — 7:30 AM -
10:00 AM, Shawnee Heights UMC, 6020 SE 44th

MEETINGS & CLASSES

*Check before going to a meeting or class to see if
any details have changed. We don't always get the

Facebook/MetroVoiceNews

updated info in a timely manner.

CHRISTIAN WRITERS GROUP OF TOPEKA -1st & third
Mondays, 7pm at the Hughes Room 205 of the
Topeka Library. Workshop for aspiring writers.
Each participant is asked to bring five copies of a
two page type written sample of awork in
progress. After reading the pages aloud each par-
ticipant s allowed an equal number of positive and
negative comments offered in a spirit of helpful-
ness. If you would like to read something email
Charles at jccccw@gmail.com

Topeka Metro Voice

SENIORS PITCH CLUB - Every Tuesday 1 pm at
Garfield Community Center. First visit free then a dol-
lar per visit for coffee and replacement cards

CRAFTY, SKILLED OR CREATIVE VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED to develop outdoor lighted displays at Ward
Meade Park events. Contact Elsie, 785-256-2920.
CONCERNED WOMEN FOR AMERICA MEETING - Join
other concerned people to pray and unite in action for
Shawnee Co. and our Nation. For info about monthly
meetings: 702-328-7835 or ks.cwfa.org.

/
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Flinthaven Fae Ball - June 12th 630-11pm
All of outside open 13 acres outdoors plus Indoor activities
SAT & SUN FESTIVAL -10am - 6 pn

Jousting - Raptors Keep - Armored Combat
Archery - Axe throwing - 4 stages including 18 & over Pirate

B

bar - VIP Area w/ Food & Bar

Little Adventurers Stage - Mermaids - Indoor Vendors &
Activities - Vikings- Gnome King & Queen - Quest

Kids 10 & under free

The Woodshed Event Center - 1901 N. Kansas ave - Topeka KS

www.topekarenfest.com
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THE HEAT — FREE fitness classes for the community.
Located at Florence Crittenton Services Center for In-
tegrative Health, 5423 SW 7th. www.flocritkansas.org

DEAF WORSHIP SERVICE — 3rd Sun., 3pm, Faith
Lutheran Church, 17th & Gage. Also, every Sun.
9:30am service is interpreted.

TAI CHI FOR HEALTH —Mon. 10-11 at Lowman United
Methodist Church and Thu. 9:30-10:30 at Topeka Zoo.
No training needed, just watch & follow. Contact
Madon Daily at 505-424-8989 or
madondailey@gmail.com. To Join from Home via
Zoom, contact Madon for the Zoom link.

PICKLEBALL — Mon. & Wed, 1-3pm, First Baptist
Church, 3033 SW MacVicar Ave. Park on West Side,
where the gym is located. Contact Dave Mathias,
davemathias@shcglobal.net, or Betsy Thompson,
betsyjthompson@gmail.com.

SHEPHERD’S CENTER BOOK CLUB - Ist & 3rd Mon.
2-Apm at Westminster Preshyterian Church, 1275 SW
Boswell Ave. Call: 785-249-3258 or email shepherd-
stopeka@yahoo.com for the book of study.

SMS - STRENGTH, MOBILITY, STABILITY EXERCISE
GROUP (SMS) Mon. 9-9:30am, Arbor Court, 4200 SW
Drury Lane. Tue. & Thu, 9-9:30am, Rosehill Place,
3600 SW Gage Blvd # 97. Tue & Thu, 10-10:45, Grace
UMC, 2627 SW Western Ave. Call Anne Crawford at
785-273- 4527 or email anne.crawford@cox.net.

SENIOR FIT & FUN PROGRAM - Every Mon., Wed., and
Fri at 1:30 at Pleasant Hills United Methodist Church,
4525 NW Button Rd., 785-246-1737.

TOPEKA LIONS CLUB — 1st Mondays at Noon - 1 pm
at The Capper Foundation, 3500 SW 10th Ave. Park
on the North side. RSVP by Fri. for lunch/pay at the
meeting. Visitors welcome. TopekaLions.org/contact-
us to make reservations. WE SERVE!

TOPEKA NEEDLEWORK GUILD - Every Mon. (except
holidays) 9a-11a in the Menninger Room of the Topeka
Public Library. Bring a project to work on as we share
our needleworking skills and ideas.

TOPEKA LINGOLN CLUB — 1st Tue. of month, 7pm,
Topeka Public Library. Discussing our greatest Presi-
dent, Abraham Lincoln, and his times. The public is
welcome. For info, Kirk Nystrom 785-235-6977.

SUNRISE OPTIMIST CLUB — Every Tue., 6:30am, Sun-
rise Optimist Complex, 720 NW 50th St. 246-1291.

NARVRE Meeting (Nat'| Assn of Retired and Veteran
Railroad Employees): 2nd Tue each month at Museum
of the KS National Guard, 125 SE Airport Dr, 9:30AM.

FRATERNAL ORDER OF EAGLES Aerie 4319: Ist & 3rd
Tue. 7pm; Auxiliary: 1st & 4th Tue. 6pm, 2941 SE Fre-
mont Street. An international non-profit organization
uniting fraternally in the spirit of liberty, truth, justice,
and equality, to make human life more desirable by
lessening its ills and promoting peace, prosperity,
gladness and hope. www.foe.com 785-266-7307

DUPLICATE BRIDGE - Tuesdays and Thursdays at
12:30PM at The Woman'’s Club of Topeka, 5221 SW
West Dr. Bill Gates and Warren Buffett play duplicate
bridge! It is great for your brain health. For additional
information email janescola@hotmail.com.

0.W.LS. (Older Wise Loving Saints) - meets the sec-
ond Tuesday of the month. Location varies and can be
found at www.faithfamilylife.com

MAP GROUP (MEMOIRS, ANCESTRY, PHOTOS) - VIA
Z00M - 4th Wed. 10-11:30am. Contact Rich
McReynolds at im4017@gmail.com. Via Zoom link

FAMILY HISTORY WRITING GROUP - 2nd Wed. 10-
11:30am, Lowman United Methodist Church, room 12.
Do you have great family stories to tell and want to
pass them down to the next generation but don't
know where to start? shepherdstopeka@yahoo.com
S.W.A.G. (Spiritual Warriors Anointed by God) youth
group - Wed at 7:00 p.m. 3710 NW Topeka Blvd.

AWANA — Every Wed., 6-8pm, First Southern Baptist
Church, 1912 SW Gage Blvd. Bible based program for
children & youth ages 3-HS. For info: 272-0443.
AWANA — Every Wed., 6:30pm, Bethel Baptist Church,
4011 N. Kansas Ave. Bible based program for children
& youth ages 3-HS. For info: 286-0467.

AWANA — Every Wed., 6:30-8pm, Auburn Christian
Church. Bible based program for children & youth
ages 3-HS. For info: 256-2515.

VIP LUNCHEON FOR SENIORS — Every Wed., 10:45

Bible Study and meal at Noon, Topeka Church of the
Brethren, 3201 NW Rochester Rd. (1 mile north of Dil-
lon’s North). FREE lunch with Christian fellowship, de-
votions & entertainment provided by Topeka North
Outreach. Free will donations accepted. For info: 785-
224-8803 or vip@topekanorthoutreach.org.

STUDENT IMPACT — Every Wed., 6-8pm, First South-
ern Baptist, 1912 SW Gage Blvd. Youth games, teach-
ing, worship, small groups. For info: 272-0443.

CHRISTIAN CHALLENGE — Every Thurs. 7-9pm, First
Southern Baptist, 1912 SW Gage Blvd. Worship for
college students.

TOPEKA COSMOPOLITAN CLUB: The Club that fights
Diabetes - Meetings: first three Thursdays of every
month, 12 noon, at the Topeka Country Club.

INTENTIONAL MOM - 1st & 3rd Thurs., 9-11:30am,
Topeka Bible Church Auditorium, 1135 SW College. For
all moms, helping to be intentional! 234-5545.

OPERATION BACKPACK — 1st Thurs., 6pm, Indian
Creek Elementary School, 4303 NE Indian Creek
Rd. Volunteers assemble Weekend Snack Sacks
for low-income students. No assembly in August.
Sponsored by Topeka North Outreach: 286-1370.

LINE DANCING - 2nd & 4th Thu. 1:30-3:30 at First
Baptist Church, 3033 SW MacVicar Ave. Contact
Karen Botkin at 785-945-6785 or Jim Baer at 785-
256-2432 or jimbaer73@gmail.com to register.

BRIDGE GROUP - 1st & 3rd Thu. 1- 3:30pm, at Our
Savior Lutheran Church, 2021 SW 29th St. To play,
arrangements must be made by Mon. 5pm with Joan
Arterburn at 408-5174.

TOPEKA GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY — 4th Thurs., 7pm,
Topeka Shawnee County Public Library, 1515 SW 10th
St. No program in Nov. or Dec. Promotes & stimulates
the education, knowledge & interest of the member-
ship & the public in family history, genealogical
records & research. 233-5762 or tgstopeka.org.

KINGDOM ADVISORS TOPEKA AREA STUDY GROUP -
3rd Thu., 11:30am-1pm via Zoom. Christian finan-
cial professionals: financial planners, accountants,
attorney’s & insurance agents invited. For info:
kingdomadvisors.org or Jim Hanna,
james.c.hanna@ampf.com or 785.357.6278 x19.

AGOOD YARN CLUB — 2nd & 4th Sat., 9-11am,
Wanamaker Rd Baptist Church, 2700 SW Wana-
maker. Doing Good for Others: Knitting & Crocheting
for Local Charities, free yarn, needles, hooks & pat-
terns. All are welcome. Info: Anne, 785-272-9249 or
kittens812@shcglobal.net

TOPEKA GEM AND MINERAL SOCIETY - 4th Fridays,
7:15pm, 1st Congressional Church, 1701 SW Collins.

BIBLE QUIZZING — 1st Sat. Learn God's Word & have
fun with area Christian youth age 9-19. YFC/YEA style
quizzing & rules. 913-593-6427 or biblequizzer.org.

MONTHLY SCORE MEETING — Ist Sat., 8-9:30am,
Washburn Tech, 5724 SW Huntoon (enter east doors
facing Huntoon). No RSVP or feg is required. Small
business owners are invited to a Breakfast Round-
table discussion with members of SCORE (Service
Corps of Retired Executives). Info: 234-3049.

TOPEKA GREAT LIGHT AGLOW — For info contact
Vickie Lynch at greatlighttopeka@gmail.com.

SUPPORT GROUPS

PARKINSON'S SUPPORT GROUP meets 1st Thursday
every month at 5:30 pm, Midland Hospice House, 200
SW Frazier. Jean Barton 785-478-9045.

HOPE AND HEALING ACADEMY hamesses the power
of horses to transform the human spirit. For info: 785-
224-4232 or www.hopeandhealingacademy.com.

OVERCOMER’S OUTREACH ANONYMOUS RECOVERY
SUPPORT GROUP — Mondays 6:30-7:30pm, at Be
Filled Of South Topeka, 200 Airport Rd, Bldg. 818 Suite
1. Led by Pastor Bill Ritchey. 785-817-2802

BINDING UP THE BROKEN HEARTED — Sessions of-
fered for women who suffer from the after-effects of
abortion. All the women who lead these sessions
have had an abortion and have received healing from
God's Word. For info, contact local Healing Hearts
representative Shelly Brush, First Southern Baptist
Church at shelly.b@healinghearts.org. All communi-
cation is confidential and secure.

MIDLAND CARE GRIEF SUPPORT Groups: Building A,

MetroVoiceNews.com

200 SW Frazier Circle; Every Mon., 4-5pm: 12 Week
Adult Group for Recent Loss ~ 1st and 3rd Thu.,
10:30am & 5:30pm—0ngoing Adult Group 1st and
3rd Thu., 5:30pm: Ongoing Young Adult Group (4-18
years of age) For All Groups: Call for start dates and
info packet. Group and individual grief support avail-
able upon request. Info: 785-232-2044 ext.341
CAREGIVER SUPPORT GROUPS - Jayhawk Area
Agency on Aging provides an opportunity for care-
givers to get together and share their ideas and feel-
ings.  2nd Monday, 3:30pm, Topeka public library,

Facebook/MetroVoiceNews
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Anton Rm.  3rd Friday, 12 noon, Jayhawk Area
Agency on Aging, 2910 SW Topeka

ABORTION RECOVERY SUPPORT — Providing services
for women & men who suffer from Post-Abortion Syn-
drome. Kay Lyn at KLCarlson20@cox net.

AL-ANON is a support group for families and friends
of alcoholics. For info on meetings in the Topeka area
email ais-topeka@kansas-al-anon.org or 785-215-
1045. All correspondence confidential

PURSUIT FOR SEXUAL PURITY — Men struggling with

SATURDAY, JUNE 27

pornography & sexual addiction. This bible study/ ac-
countability group uses the Pure Desire book by Ted
Roberts. For info: 249-9509. All inquiries confidential.

ALZHEIMER'S SUPPORT GROUPS — Monthly support
group meetings for caregivers of individuals with

Send your calendar
events to voice@cox.net
See complete calendar at

metrovoicenews.com
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entertainment

Michael Jackson Movie: Thriller or Beat It?

‘What comes to mind when you
hear the name “Michael Jackson?”
Maybe King of Pop; Jackson Five;
Moonwalking; Thriller; We Are the
World? Or perhaps Neverland;
child molestation allegations; hair
on fire; plastic surgery; marrying
Elvis’ daughter? The new Michael
movie explores the global super-
star’s many successes and a few of
his failures. What drove him?

The singer, songwriter, and
dancer was a pop culture fixture for
many years. At age five, he joined
The Jackson 5 singers, eventually
becoming lead vocalist. The Guin-
ness Book of World Records in
2021 named Michael’s Thriller the
all-time best-selling album. Thriller, Billy
Jean, and Beat It were the album’s fea-
tured singles.

Jackson died on June 25, 2009 from
acute Propofol intoxication. It was ruled
a homicide after his doctor, Conrad
Murray, admitted to administering the
drug and other sedatives leaving him
unattended. He was found guilty of in-
voluntary manslaughter and served two
years in prison.

It was a shocking end to a storied ca-
reer. He won 13 Grammy Awards, per-
formed at the 1993 Super Bowl halftime
show, recorded a duet with Mick Jagger,
was inducted into the Rock & Roll Hall
of Fame in 2001, and acted as the Scare-
crow in the 1997 movie The Wiz with
Dianna Ross. Michael and Lionel Richie
co-wrote We Are the World to raise mil-
lions of dollars for humanitarian aid in
Africa.

Success, but sad struggles

Dazzle, excitement, sparkle, and suc-
cess defined his career.

Sadly, serious struggles and puzzling
inconsistencies defined significant parts
of his personal life.

Both parents, Katherine and Joseph,
had pursued music careers and had
dreams of their children doing likewise.
Joseph reportedly abused his sons as he
pressured them to succeed: beating them
with a belt buckle or electric cord, hold-
ing 5-hour rehearsals daily after school,
hitting them with a tree branch when
they made a wrong dance step.

Writing in The Guardian, cultural an-
alyst Alexis Petridis summarized, “Once
you knew what Michael Jackson’s child-

hood and early career had been like, the
issue wasi’t so much why he was appar-
ently turning so weird but why it hadn’t
happened sooner.”

Neverland, young boys

Some weirdness examples: Neverland
Ranch became Jackson’s home, amuse-
ment park, and residence for young boys
with whom he shared his bed. “Why
can’t you share your bed? That’s the
most loving thing to do, to share your
bed with someone,” Jackson told a
British journalist in a television docu-
mentary.

In a 1991 music video, Jackson’s
crotch grab generated so many com-
plaints that he apologized and removed
the scene from the video, yet other en-
tertainers copied his move (which the
film portrays him making at times).

A 13-year-old boy’s 1993 allegation of
sexual childhood molestation by Jack-
son was settled out of court. Another 13-
year-old boy’s allegations got Jackson
charged with child molestation in a Cal-
ifornia court in 2003. After much media
hoopla, the court found Jackson not
guilty in 2005. Other accusers have re-
canted their stories, saying they were
forced into making statements. Seven-
teen years after Jackson’s death, the trials
continue with two accusers taking Jack-
son’s estate to court in this coming No-
vember 2026.

Faith and forgiveness

Faith played a prominent part in
Michael’s life. Katherine Jackson was a
devout Jehovah’s Witness and sought to
instill that faith in her kids. Michael be-

came quite involved but dissociated
himself from that church in 1987. His
statements about God and Jesus include:
“All is possible if God is on our side” I
will never stop helping and loving peo-
ple the way Jesus said to” “T simply be-
lieve in it (the Bible) and I get down on
my knees every night and thank God
and ask Him to lead the way.”

Whether Michael ever established a
personal relationship with God through
Jesus is disputed.

However, there is good evidence that
he forgave his father for his abusive par-
enting. In a 2001 Oxford Union speech,
he said, “I have begun to see that even
my father’s harshness was akind of love,
an imperfect love, to be sure, but love
nonetheless. He pushed me because he
loved me. Because he wanted no man
ever to look down at his offspring. And
now with time, rather than bitterness, I
feel blessing. . . .my initial fury has slowly
given way to forgiveness.”

Jackson is portrayed by his real-life
nephew, Jaafar Jackson, and the film ex-
plores his life in ways that will please his
fans and disappoint his critics. Plenty of
music and dancing, but no references to
alleged child molestation which could be
covered in a subsquent film.

Rated PG-13 (USA) “for some the-
matic material, language, and smoking.”
Now in theaters.

Rusty Wright is an author and lec-
turer who has spoken on six continents.
He holds Bachelor of Science (psychol-
ogy) and Master of Theology degrees
from Duke and Oxford universities, re-
spectively. www.RustyWright.com
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“The Bible Recap for Kids”
is the Book of the Year

The Evangelical Christian Publish-
ers Association recently announced
the winners of the 2026 Christian
Book Award program, recognizing
excellence in Christian publishing
across 12 book and Bible categories.
“The Bible Recap for Kids: A 365-Day
Guide through the Bible for Young
Readers” by Tara-Leigh Cobble was
named the 2026 Christian Book of
the Year.

The awards were presented at the
ECPA Awards Celebration held dur-
ing the ECPA Leadership Summit.
The annual gathering brought to-
gether Christian publishing execu-
tives and industry leaders for an
evening of recognition, including
special honors for Robert Wolgemuth
and  Livingstone  Corporation
founders Bruce Barton and Dave
Veerman, as well as milestone and
sales achievements.

“The Bible Recap for Kids”is a kid-
friendly adaptation of the bestselling
“The Bible Recap,” helping young
readers build a lasting rhythm of
Bible reading. Its selection comes
amid continued momentum in Bible
publishing, reflecting strong national
and global demand for accessible,
habit-forming resources that help
readers engage scripture daily.

“The Christian Book Awards rep-
resent the very best of our industry
each year,” ECPA president Jeff
Crosby said. “These winning titles in
12 categories exemplify excellence in
content, creativity and impact —
books that are shaping lives and ad-
vancing the mission of Christian
publishing around the world.”

The winners of the 2026 Christian
Book Award program are:

«Christian Book of the Year: “The
Bible Recap for Kids: A 365-Day

Guide through the Bible for Young
Readers” by Tara-Leigh Cobble

+ Audio: “The Girl on the Bath-
room Floor: Held Together When
Everything is Falling Apart” by Amber
Emily Smith, narrated by Amber
Emily Smith and Granger Smith

* Bibles: “NIV Application Bible”

+ Bible Reference Works: “Our
Daily Bread Bible Atlas” by John A.
Beck

+ Bible Study: “God of the Ordi-
nary: A Study in the Book of Ruth: by
Alistair Begg.

* Biography and Memoir: “Here Be
Dragons: Navigating Mean Girls,
Motherhood and Other Mysteries of
Life” by Melanie Shankle

+ Children: “Hello! My Name is
Emmanuel” by Emmanuel Jean Rus-
sell

« Christian Living: “You Have a
Calling: Finding Your Vocation in the
True, Good and Beautiful” by Karen
Swallow Prior

+ Devotion and Gift: “Spurgeon
and the Gospels: The Gospels with
Devotions from Charles Spurgeon”
by Charles Spurgeon

+ Faith and Culture: “The Tech Exit:
A Practical Guide to Freeing Kids and
Teens from Smartphones” by Clare
Morell

* Ministry Resources: “Pastoral
Confessions: The Healing Path to
Faithful Ministry” by

Jamin Goggin

*New Author: “He Always Hears: A
Story of Loss and the Hope of Things
Made New” by

Alyson Punzi

* Young People’s Literature: “The
Story of Corrie ten Boom: The
Watchmaker Who Forgave Her Ene-
mies” by Jennifer T. Kelley
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Christian Mom from Missouri
Wins Amerlcan Idol Title

A Christian woman from Missouri is
the latest “American Idol” winner. Han-
nah Harper, a mother of three from Wil-
low Springs, performed “Married Into
This Town,” teamed with country singer
Lee Ann Womack for a duet of “I Hope
You Dance” and revisited her original
song “String Cheese,” which went viral
following her audition earlier this sea-
Son.

“You deserve to be here for your voice,
for who you are as a person, for who you
are as a mom, as a daughter, for your
songwriting,” Carrie Underwood, one of
the judges, told her. “I'm so proud.”

After host Ryan Seacrest announced
her victory, Harper became emotional as
she closed the night with “At The Cross
(Love Ran Red)” by Chris Tomlin while
fellow contestants and judges gathered
around her onstage. In a social media

post, she thanked fans for supporting her
throughout the competition and
pointed back to her faith, the Christian
Post reported.

“What a wild, beautiful journey this

TOPEKA
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Call Lee at 785-640-6399 or
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has been,” Harper wrote. “And somehow,
we're just getting started. Thank you to
every single person who believed in me,
prayed over me, voted and helped carry
this dream farther than I ever could’ve
imagined. 'm beyond thankful for the
doors the Lord has opened and for the
opportunity to walk this path”

Harper, who attends First Baptist
Church of Birch Tree, Mo., consistently
spoke throughout the season about the
role faith has played in her life and
music. Her audition went viral after she
performed “String Cheese,” an original
song inspired by her experience battling
postpartum depression. During the au-
dition, Harper shared that the song
stemmed from a difficult moment with
her son that she said ultimately re-
minded her that motherhood was “the
biggest ministry” God had given her.
Throughout the competition, Harper
continued performing faith-centered
music, including during the show’s
“Songs of Faith” night, when she first
sang “At the Cross.”

In interviews during the season,
Harper said she viewed the national
platform as an opportunity to openly
talk about her relationship with Jesus.

“I've been in ministry since I was 9
years old,” she said earlier this season.
“Having a platform at this level and get-
ting to still be this open about my rela-
tionship with the Lord is an incredible
honor to me”

“Ifeel honored that T had the privilege
to share that song on such a massive
platform,” Harper told Springfield’s
KY3TV.“I released it on Mother’s Day a
year ago, and now seeing the views on
the video. The comments, the people
who have made videos who are moms
who say, I feel so seen. It just gives me all
the affirmations of that’s exactly why I
walked that path.”

Facebook/MetroVoiceNews
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Zebedee Actor Shares
Powerful Faith Journey

The story of Nick Shakoour, who
plays Zebedee in “The Chosen,” is in-
spiring as that of the character he por-
trays. He traces his spiritual journey
from Lebanon to the United States in a
new book, “Transformer: Awakening
from a Spiritual Coma.”

“T've always said “The Chosen’ was a
conduit that God used to get me over to
Texas,” Shakoour told CBN News. “Lo
and behold, I didn’t think it would lead
to a church conference invite with
friends that I started to make with the
construction crew, and then there are
friends outside of the production.”

Attending that conference would
change his life.

“Ithappened after the church confer-
ence was over; he said. “We were in an
empty arena. It was just me and pretty
much nine people praying over. For
some reason, [ was thirsty to know who
God really was. I was growing tired of
people telling me to refer to scripture.”

The Bible had started speaking to
him at the time, but Shakoour still had
questions.

“[T'was like], if this is real, like, where
is God?” he said. “Where is God?” On the
way to the conference, I actually had a
physically tangible — I guess you could

call it low-energy — demonic attack
where I felt like I was being swallowed
alive and my body froze”

Shakoour said he was terrified by the
time he reached the conference, finding
himself “completely broken and dis-
armed, and desperate” He said he had
no idea where life would be heading
after the conference but ended up leav-
ing totally transformed. “A force outside
of me was growing larger and larger
and larger as my body was just almost
shivering, quivering in fear,” Shakoour
said.

He believes he was experiencing the
presence of God in those moments, de-
scribing the profound impact it had on
his body as the group continued laying
hands on him and praying. Shakoour
believes it was the moment he received
the Holy Spirit, although initially, he was
confused.

“I'said, ‘yeah, but I thought that hap-
pened when my grandfather baptized
me,” he said. “And the intercessor there
said, ‘Well, that may have been resting
onyou when your grandfather baptized
you, but he’s resting in you. It really
changed everything”

Shakoour hopes his autobiography
will inspire people to look deeper at his
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Mow to the Right Height for a Stronger, Healthier Lawn

How short to mow is a com-
monly debated topic, and getting it
right is not only tricky, but critical
to a healthy lawn.

“The goal is to find the right
height for the turf type. Mowing
too low can over-expose your lawn
to the sun, weakening the roots and
creating the potential for a weed
infestation; and mowing too high
runs the risk of excess moisture
build-up, creating a welcoming en-
vironment for pests and disease,”
says Exmark marketing manager,
Lenny Mangnall. “On the other
hand, grass mowed to the right
height can most effectively leverage
vital sunlight, rain and nutrients
for deeper, denser, stronger and
healthier blades.”

5% fo Parts

A video that Ex-
mark made to de-
mystify lawn care [~
explains that to
strike the right bal-
ance, you should
follow the golden
rule of mowing:
Never cut off more
than one-third of
the blade at a time,
even if your lawn is
overgrown. While
you may feel like
you’re saving time,
overzealous mowing
is doing your lawn a disservice.
Gradually lowering your blades to
the desired height will help main-
tain a strong root system and lush
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yard canopy.

Another consideration is grass
type, with warm-season grasses
and cool-season grasses falling into
two mowing height ranges.

For warm-season grasses, like
Zosia and Bermuda, drop the deck
height of your mower close to its
lowest setting, between 1-2 inches
high. These grasses thrive in
scorching summer sun and can
handle a lower height. If you have
cool-season grass, like Fescue or
Kentucky Bluegrass, cut it a little
bit higher, between 2.5-4 inches.
These grasses are built for freezing
winters and need some height as
protection from the elements.

It’s also important to remember
that over the course of a year, the
height you mow to within the rec-
ommended range of your grass
type will change. Once springtime
rolls around, lower your deck
height by a half inch from your
normal summer height. This en-
courages new growth.

During summer, mow on the
higher end of your grass type’s
specified range. Taller grass pro-
vides shade to the soil, helping it
retain the moisture needed to stay
healthy and cool.

In fall, continue your normal
summer routine, especially if you
have warm-season grass. If you
have a cool-season lawn, you might
have to up your mowing frequency,
as it’s this grass type’s prime grow-
ing season.

For the last mowing session of
the year, drop your mowing height
by half an inch again. That brings
you up to winter, the perfect season

Facebook/MetroVoiceNews

for you and your lawn to rest. With
most grasses going dormant in
winter, mowing isn’t typically nec-
essary. So take that time to do other
activities and tasks you enjoy in the
yard. For warmer climates, you can
continue to mow, just cut down on
the frequency to ensure a healthier
lawn.

For additional insights, watch
“How to Determine Mowing
Height,” an episode of “Done-In-A-
Weekend Projects,” an original se-

Topeka Metro Voice

ries from lawn care equipment
manufacturer, Exmark. To watch
the video, visit Backyard Life — a
unique multimedia destination fo-
cused on helping homeowners im-
prove their outdoor living spaces.
There you can also download addi-
tional tips and view other Exmark
Original Series videos.

Lawn care may seem complex,
but with the right knowledge, you
can cultivate a lush, thriving lawn
this summer and beyond.
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World Cup Outreach Sparks

Gospel

The world is coming [
to Kansas City and other |
North American cities
this summer for World
Cup Soccer. Victory Be-
yond the Cup and the
Blue River-Kansas City
Baptist Association are
ready to welcome the
world.

Victory Beyond the
Cup hopes to turn
watch parties, neighbor-
hood gatherings and shared cultural
moments into outreach with lasting
gospel conversations.

A national initiative spearheaded by
Cru, the effort is getting believers into
the game by using the tournament as
neutral ground to build community and
spark meaningful faith conversations.
Cru s partnering with the Fellowship of
Christian Athletes, Alpha USA, I Am
Second and other ministries to equip
100,000 individuals and 10,000
churches to engage in this cultural mo-
ment.

“With so many people interacting
with the World Cup, whether watching
with friends, checking scores or even at-
tending a game in one of the United
States’ host cities, the opportunity for
Gospel impact is too large to miss,” said
Heather Reddy, executive director of
Victory Beyond the Cup. “By removing
barriers and making it easy to host and
be involved, our hope is that we will see
a lasting change, one that persists long
after the winner is crowned.”

Area Baptists are also spearheading a
focused effort on the games.

“The World Cup is not just a soccer
tournament,” Pastor Nic Wilson of First
Baptist Church, Peculiar, says. “It is a di-
vine opportunity to spread the gospel,
not just in Kansas City but literally
across the world for decades to come. It’s
almost unfathomable the scale of what’s
happening”

Wilson is leading ministry efforts for
the association.

“Out of that 650,000 to a million peo-
ple that are coming through (Kansas
City) the large majority — 75- to 80 per-
cent — are going to be people from out-
side the United States,” he told The
Pathway. “There are countries coming to
the United State that are places we can’t

Conversations

) ¥

actively send missionaries to. They want
to hear about America. They’re open to
what Americans do. They want to see
the culture. This opens a massive door
for the gospel”

Multiple Missouri Baptist agencies
are coordinating to meet the physical,
emotional and spiritual needs of fans,
teams and other visitors. The World
Cup provides the opportunity to be in-
volved foreign missions for a fraction of
the cost of going overseas, Wilson said.

“I'was talking to a team that’s getting
ready to go to Africa,” he said. “They’re
going to spend 10 days in Africa. “o get
over there and back it’s costing them al-
most $4,000 a person.

Our hope and our goal is that there
are countries transformed because peo-
ple in Missouri went outside and shared
the gospel with people that were in their
community for a soccer game.”

Rob Pochek, who leads the Missouri
Baptist Convention’s Prayer and Evan-
gelism team, said his group is ready to
assist individuals and churches in evan-
gelism preparation. Churches and mis-
sion teams that want help in evangelism
training can get it through his team, in
person or by video.

His team also possibly can help
churches acquire other gospel outreach
resources. “We’re helping with evangel-
ism grants to underwrite some of those
(evangelism tool) purchases,” he said.

The World Cup gives Christians “an
amazing opportunity to do gospel evan-
gelism work in our own backyard,” Wil-
son said. “We feel burdened for this
opportunity the Lord has placed in front
of us. I want to see nations and people
groups transformed because people in
Missouri have shared the gospel”

As for Victory Beyond the Cup,
they’re providing free physical and dig-
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Tony Dungy Has No Regrets Over Backlash to Speech

Hall of Fame coach Tony Dungy
didn’t expect the reaction. Not like
this.

When he agreed to speak at the
2023 March for Life, the former Super
Bowl-winning coach and NBC Sports
analyst said he saw it as straightfor-
ward. Then the emails started.

“And T thought to myself, ‘Wait a
minute. Am I a Christian all the time,
or am I a Christian only when people
think it’s a good thing to do?”” Dungy
said on a podcast hosted by Benjamin
Watson. “I have to represent the Lord.”

He said NBC executives grew un-
easy as viewer complaints piled up,
some questioning whether he should
remain on air after appearing at the
rally.

“The pushback caught me totally by
surprise,” Dungy said. “So many peo-
ple were writing in to NBC, ‘How can
you have this guy on TV? The NBC
executives were very concerned.”

At the rally in Washington, Dungy
pointed to a moment that had briefly
united the country. When Buffalo Bills
safety Damar Hamlin collapsed on the
field after cardiac arrest in January
2023, players knelt. Fans prayed.
Broadcasts paused.

Dungy told the crowd that response
revealed something deeper. People in-
stinctively recognized the value of a life
in danger. That same urgency, he said,
should extend to the unborn.

He also spoke from personal expe-
rience. Dungy and his wife have
adopted eight children, a decision he
has often tied to his faith.

“One of my daughters was with us,”

ital hosting kits — with a hosting guide,
recipes from a variety of countries,
prayer cards and conversation starters
—to help people feel confident. The kits
are available in French, English, Spanish
and Portuguese, allowing kingdom con-
versations to occur across cultural lines.
Pastor kits also empower churches to
engage their congregations in the initia-
tive. Mighty Networks, an online digital
community; allows participants to con-
nect with others taking part from across
the country.

Five billion people are expected to
watch the FIFA World Cup this sum-
mer, and both ministries think believers
can spark meaningful conversations,
connect across cultures and share the
hope of Christ, right where the game
begins. For more information, visit
www.VictoryBeyondtheCup.com and
blueriver-kansascity.org.
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he said. “She’s adopted, and she was
hearing people say, ‘thank you to the
moms who chose life, She’s thinking,
“That could have been me. It was pow-
erful”

Dungy has long been open about
his Christian convictions. This time, he
said, the decision felt settled, even with
the backlash.

“I'm sorry;” he said. “T have to go by

the Bible. That’s the measuring stick
for me”

NBC fired Dungy in March after a
17-season run on Football Night in
America. The news outlet said it was
part of a “revamp” Dungy re-
sponded that it was “disappointing
news” but that he was excited about
the future.
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3 Steps to Help Recognize Stroke Signs

A stroke can happen to anyone at
any age.

In fact, every 40 seconds someone
in the United States has a stroke, with
approximately 800,000 people expe-
riencing a stroke annually, according
to the American Heart Association,
making it a leading cause of death and
serious, long-term disability.

A stroke happens when normal
blood flow in the brain is interrupted.

When parts of the brain don’t get the

oxygen-rich blood they need, those
cells die.

However, many strokes may be
prevented, treated and overcome by
understanding the risk factors and
taking steps toward managing them.

“When a stroke happens, every
minute matters,” said Dr. Adrian
Jaquin-Valdivia, a stroke neurologist
at HCA Healthcare and American
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Stroke Association volunteer expert.
“The faster someone gets treatment,
the better the chance of saving brain
function. On average, nearly 2 million
brain cells die every minute a stroke
goes untreated. Early treatment im-
proves survival rates and reduces dis-
ability.”

Take control of your brain health
with this information from the Amer-
ican Stroke Association.

Know the Warning Signs

Because strokes do not discrimi-
nate, knowing the signs is key. To help
you recognize common warning signs
and symptoms of stroke and take ac-
tion in moments that matter, remem-
ber this simple acronym: B.E. EA.S.T.

B: Balance loss — sudden difficulty
with walking, dizziness or loss of bal-
ance or coordination.

E: Eye (or vision) changes — sudden
vision loss or trouble seeing in one or
both eyes.

F: Face drooping — one side of the
face droops or feels numb; a smile
may look uneven.

A: Arm weakness — one arm feels
weak or numb or drifts downward
when raised.

S: Speech difficulty — a telltale sign
of astroke is slurred speech or trouble
speaking.

T: Time to call 911 — If someone is
having any of these symptoms, even if
the symptoms go away, call emer-
gency services immediately to jump-
start care. Be sure to check the time so
you'll know when the first symptoms
started.

Explore the signs by playing the in-
teractive, web-based B.E. EA.S.T. Ex-

perience to see what stroke symptoms
may look, feel and sound like.

Take Steps to Protect Your Health

Approximately 80% of strokes are
preventable, according to the Ameri-
can Stroke Association. Everyday
choices — such as eating well, moving

Facebook/MetroVoiceNews
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more, not smoking and keeping up
with routine health screenings, along
with managing risk factors with the
support of a health care professional
— can help lower stroke risk.

Manage Risk Factors

High blood pressure is the leading
risk factor for stroke, according to the
2025 American Heart
Association/ACC Guideline for the
Management of High Blood Pressure
in Adults. Controlling blood pressure
through regular checkups, at-home
monitoring, following your treatment
plan and maintaining a healthy
lifestyle can significantly reduce your
risk of stroke and support overall

brain health.

Additionally, having a stroke or
mini stroke, known as a Transient Is-
chemic Attack (TTA), increases the
chances of having a second one. That’s
why identifying what caused your
stroke and reducing your personal risk
factors can help protect your health
and reduce the risk of another stroke.

To learn more about stroke risk fac-
tors and better understand the warning
signs, visit Stroke.org/StrokeMonth,
where you can also access stroke sup-
port services and subscribe to the
Stroke Connection e-newsletter for the
latest resources.

— Feature Impact
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Medlcare What to Know Before You Turn 65

Sixty-five is more than a number.
It’s a milestone. A moment to reflect

on where you've been and look for-
ward with confidence to what comes
next. For millions of Americans, turn-
ing 65 also means unlocking one of
the most valuable benefits you've
earned: Medicare.

The best is still ahead, and it starts
with knowing your options. The offi-
cial source for Medicare information,
Medicare.gov, is here to help with
clear, trusted information.

The path to Medicare is not the
same for everyone. Some people get
Medicare automatically and others
have to sign up. It depends on
whether you are already getting Social
Security. Either way, you'll want to
choose how you get your Medicare
coverage.

Get information for your path at
Medicare.gov, where you can find out
when and how to enroll and explore
your coverage options.

Understanding Your Medicare
Coverage Options

When you first sign up for
Medicare, you choose how to get your
coverage. There are two main options:
Original Medicare and Medicare Ad-
vantage.

Original Medicare is health cover-
age provided directly by the federal
government. It has two parts:

* Part A (Hospital Insurance) cov-
ers inpatient hospital stays, skilled
nursing facility care, hospice care and
home health care. Most people pay no
premium for Part A.

* Part B (Medical Insurance) covers
doctor visits, outpatient care, preven-
tive services (like screenings, vaccines
and annual wellness visits) and
durable medical equipment like

wheelchairs and
walkers. The stan-
dard Part B pre-
mium is $202.90
per month and is
typically deducted
from your Social
Security check.

With  Original
Medicare, you can
visit any doctor or
hospital in the U.S.
that accepts
Medicare. You can also add optional
coverage to help manage costs:

* Medigap (Supplemental Insur-
ance) helps pay your share of
Medicare costs.

* Part D (Prescription Drug Cover-
age) helps pay for medications.

Medicare Advantage is an alterna-
tive to Original Medicare that pro-
vides Part A and Part B and is offered
by private insurers approved by
Medicare. You still pay the Part B pre-
mium. Some plans charge an addi-
tional premium — though many carry
a $0 plan premium and may even
help cover part of your Part B cost.
Most plans include in Part D drug
coverage along with extra benefits like
dental, vision and hearing. Keep in
mind most plans require you to use
doctors within the plan’s network.

5 Steps to Enroll with Confidence

1. Use official sources. Go to
Medicare.gov  or call  1-800-
MEDICARE for step-by-step, person-
alized guidance on coverage and
enrollment.

2. Start early. You don’t have to wait
until your birthday. Explore your op-
tions now so you're ready when your
enrollment window opens.

3. Know your enrollment path.
Your path depends on your circum-
stances — some people are automati-
cally enrolled and some are not. There
are unique steps for people who are
still working.

4. Avoid late enrollment penalties.
Missing your enrollment window can
result in a permanent premium
penalty for both Part B and Part D.
Signing up on time protects your wal-
let for years to come.

5. Compare plans and save. At
Medicare.gov, you can compare plan
costs side-by-side, based on the spe-
cific drugs you take. A quick compar-
ison could save you money each year.
You can also confirm your current
doctors are in-network before you
choose a plan.

Turning 65 is a milestone worth
celebrating and it’s the perfect time to
focus on what matters most: your
health and well-being. That includes
eating well, exercising and making
sure you have health insurance that
fits your needs. There’s no one-size-
fits-all plan. What's important is find-
ing an option that works for you and
your health and financial needs.

Start your journey at Medicare.gov
— your roadmap to a healthier and
confident future.

Information provided by the U.S.
Department of Health and Human
Services — Feature Impact
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Specializing in all your CPAP needs
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2905 S5W Gage Bivd., Topeka, KS
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De-Age YourBraln'
The 5 Day Reset Plan

More than seven million
Americans age 65 and older are
living with Alzheimer’s disease
and that number is expected to
nearly double by 2050. It’s also
one of the leading causes of
death in the United States. But
researchers say some of the most
powerful tools for protecting the
brain may not come in a pill or a
shot, it may be the things you do
every day that could protect your
brain and your memories.

At 66, Nanette Price is learning
to play the piano, draw and beat
brain games online. Pushing her
brain to keep learning.

“I watched my father be con-
sumed by Alzheimer’s as well as
my grandmother and my great-
uncle,” said Price.

Experts say brain health isn’t
about one magic fix. It’s about
small daily habits.

“So, we’ve learned that lifestyle
behavior impacts virtually every
chronic disease,” said Jeftrey Kat-
ula, PhD, Health Psychologist,
Wake Forest University.

Wake Forest University School
of Medicine is testing that idea in
a major national study called
U.S. POINTER. They looked at
whether exercise, healthy eating,
social connection and mental
challenge could help protect the
brain.

“Participation in this trial was
transformative in their lives.
They are different,” explained
Laura Baker, PhD, Wake Forest
University School of Medicine.

You don’t have to change
everything overnight. If you want
to jump-start your brain health,
try a five-day reset. Day one,
move more. Day two, eat the
rainbow, that means colorful
fruits and veggies. Day three,
learn something new. Day four
know your numbers. Blood pres-
sure, cholesterol and blood sugar
because what’s good for your
heart is good for your brain. And
day five, connect with people.

“The social forces are much,
much more powerful than any-
thing else that we do,” said Kat-
ula.

And once you start,
going. It’s a lifestyle change.

keep

“Make a commitment. T'm
worth it. 'm worth it, my brain
is worth it,” said Baker.

“Little changes in each of these
different domains add up to big
change,” explained Katula.

For Nanette, it’s about doing
everything she can now to pro-
tect her brain later.

“It gives me hope. I mean,
hope’s huge,” said Price.

There is also some encourag-
ing news on treatment. The FDA
has approved Legembi and
Kisunla for people with early
Alzheimer’s, specifically those
with mild cognitive impairment
or mild dementia. These drugs
are not cures, but they can help
slow disease progression.

—Ivanhoe.com
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$1250 HIRING
BONUS

Place your classified ad with us! 785-235-3340 or Voice@cox.net, or metrovoicenews.com

Payment in advance required: $12 for

purchase. Call 1-833-637-5516 today to
the first 25 words; 25 cents for each

schedule a free quote. I’ s not just a gen-

additional word. erator. It s a power move.
(classified ads also go immediately online)
I NEED TO SELL YOUR HOUSE FAST?
Dog Food Ideas! No repairs. No commissions.
SummerTime SPICES Not a listing.
Private buyer 785-291-9665
& Tea SPICES )

areawidehomebuyerstopeka.com
from Spiceologist

Alicia Bomdelilicious Barber-
www.spiceologistalicia.blogspot.
.com
www.bomdeliliciousKitchen.com

FOR LEASE:

OFFICE SPACE available, great for thera-
pists, health & wellness companies, small
businesses & more! Complementary
desks/chairs fumished. All utilities plus Wi-
filEthemet included. $100 VISA cards to
new leases if you mention this ad! College
Park Office Suites, 2611 SW 17th. Call or

GENERATOR: Prepare for power out-
ages today with a Generac Home

Standby Generator. Actnow toreceive a eyt 785-430-1657.
FREE 5-Year warranty with qualifying info@cpofficesuites.com
a )

CONETRUCTION
EXCAVATION

ToE-ZE0-5494)
« General Framing » House Additions « Garages + Patios
* Decks « General Excavation + Lot Drainage « Building Pads
FoxCraft Construction and Excavation
'\ www.fox-craft.com + 735-289-8494 J

withirt first 8 moriths!
WANTED: NOW HIRING:
DIRECT SUPPORT PROFESSIONALS; Direct Support
E’Iasig tﬁ;ﬁlrﬁngcgrgr tiﬁl%? :includir]g_ Frnfessinmls
G monie. oL i Siopee g Finance Director
ASSISTANT EDITOR - Research arti- Paid training, great banafifs
cles & event info online & on phone;

inciuding next day pay
writing & editing; updating files, social o
media posting. Mostly work from
home. Part-time. Call 785-640-6399 or
email voice@cox.net

PART-TIME ACCOUNT REP — Work your
own hours. Call on businesses, churches
& non-profits about their advertisements
and articles about their businesses in
Metro Voice. Generous commission on all
ads you place; no base. Voice@cox.net

JA0L 35 Harrison 5t Tooeks. KBS 68611
EOE  www.slitopeka.org

Barter For What You Want

816-470-9055
@

Part-Time
Income

Call on businesses, churches and
nor-profits about advertising
Optians in Metrs Yaice

Generous commission paid on any
ads placed

CET STARTED TOODAY

Call 785-640-6399
Email Voice@cox.net

#sleevesrolledup

TRM

MINISTRIES

Visit TRMonline.org or

TOPEKA check us out on Facebook
RESCUE MISSION
MINISTRIES To donate: text TRMgive to 77977

Topeka Metro Voice
HOW TO G

ore important than living i in KANSAS is
where you willlive forever. Just as you would
look at a map of KANSAS to find your way,
s0 you must look at the Bible to find your way
to heaven. The Bible says, “Narrow is the
way, which leadeth unto life, and few there
be thatfind it.” (Matt. 7:14). Jesus said, | am
the way, the truth, and the life: no man
cometh unto the Father, but by me.” (Jn.
14:6). Jesus is the only way to Heaven and
He gave these directions on getting there.

1. Realize you are a sinner. Everyone
starts the same place spiritually. ‘For all have
sinned and come short of the glory of god.”
(Rom. 3:23). Sin’s penalty keeps you out of
Heaven and condemns you to Hell, sepa-
rating you from God. Romans 6:23 says,
“The wages of sin is death.” Sin brings both
physical & spiritual death. “And death and
hell were castinto the lake of fire. This is the
second death.” (Rev. 20:14).

2. Realize Jesus paid the penalty. Jesus
Christ's death, burial, and resurrection pro-
vided a way for you to go to heaven and re-
store your relationship with God. “But God
commendeth his love toward us, in that,
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for
us.” (Rom. 5:8). Since Jesus, God's Son,
was the only One who could pay for our sin,
He is the only Way to Heaven.

3. Repent of your sin and receive Jesus
as your Savior. In order to go to Heaven from
KANSAS, or anywhere else, you must ac-
cept Christ by calling on Him in prayer. He
tells us in Romans 10:13, “For whosoever
shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be
saved.” Use the following prayer, or one sim-
ilar toit, to receive Him now:

Dear Lord Jesus, | know | am a sinner. |
believe that you died and rose again for me.
Please forgive me of my sin, become Lord
of my life, and take me to heaven when | die.
| am trusting you completely, and in nothing
I can do. Thank you Jesus! Amen.

metro

V0100

metrovmcenews com

Check Out Our Newly

Redesigned, Mobile-
ready Breaking-news
Website.



www.slitopeka.org
www.TRMonline.org
www.itex.com
https://fox-craft.com/
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1. HIGHLAND HEIGHTS CHRISTIAN 12. LAKEVIEW CHURCH of the NAZARENE P j :l__ Lo E_"‘ Sakan @“’
CHURCH 2835 SE Croco Road  (785)266-3247 pn g Wi m il e e
785-379-5642 Rob Self, Senior Pastor £ 4& am‘.-x % r “HE B---*.a.‘q W
Sunday Senvices: 8:30 and 10:00 AM Facebook: Topeka Lakeview Nazarene e ; | M BT 7 1 . T R ]
2930 SE Tecumseh Road Sun. 9:45am: Sunday School all ages K el | WY P T Jud r |;| SR gy |i W
Sunday 10:45am: Nursery, B = o “Fopela === -?‘1 ] Tuswentah
W&ﬁ%ﬁg&gﬁggﬁgﬁiiﬁ; Children’'s Church, & Worship O:%; == —"’-"'—-3‘— & '—ﬂ — T.-p e ; E A SE U
A 1 . . . . 2 . = = 3 [ L
Jersof Clay Chicre's Ci 785.376.9098 Wed.: Prayer, Bible Study, & Discussion 7-8pm; 3 X ﬂﬂ!‘._ EI| £ | Lt -1.":--"=_ FB I“ HL,:-W;;‘W
13, WANAMAKER WOODS NAZARENE |, ..o, E[ 1| 20 W - e —
2. CHRISTIAN CAVALRY MINISTRIES INT. 3501 SW Wanamaker Rd « 273-2248 L 1 - _5_.-.__ '_E'"I:_ o et P i =
Pastor Beaux Bryant WWW.WWnaz.org = Il £ F |
Call about new meeting location for Sun. Worship: 9am (Hymns) & 11 am . L] Bl v R
current services. Children's Worship 9 & 11 am by 28th 38 B % | |l ML ;r? =
785-224-5419 wwnw churchdbikers org Sunday School 10:am, all ages — R = . iy i 2
Sun. School 9:30 am Sun. Evening Various Children’s Programs i e P [
Sun. Service 10:45 am 6 pm Life Groups; 6:30 pm Teen Service @k | ﬂr“«ﬁ b i
Wed. Prayer & Bible Study 7pm Wed. 6:30 pm Adult & Teen Life Groups LT -4 f—_ e
Wed. 6:30 pm Kids University |' ul‘—.l_ o |
e
3. TOPEKA BIBLE CHURCH 14. OPEN ARMS OUTREACH MINISTRIES / ! ‘;k‘dE'E; . slf
1101 SW Mulvane St., Topeka COGIC ol J L = g
785-234-5545 1(785) 232-3463/+1 (785) 217-5560 i \
Worship: 9:00 & 10:30 am Sunday School 9:30, Worship 11:00 i h:m | | :-"1
Livestream at 9:00 am In person or conference call EEI P 1y ﬁ -
Sunday School & Bible Studies: (712) 770-4749 / 583229 B wabiaal nE | ) -l i
9:00 & 10:30 am Bible Study Tue & Wed conference call = : =
www.discovertbc.com 2401 SE 11th St., Topeka KS 66607 . .
Sunt S, C. Mithel Pastor 21. HARVEST FAMILY You can put YOUR church in our Church Guide for only
p ) FELLOWSHIP
4. BETHEL BAPTIST CHURCH $] 0 h l
4011 N, Kansas Ave, Topeka 16. HOUSE OF THE LORD CHURCH Meets at 522 SW Pokk per month!
785-286-0467 A Spirtfiled, Word-centered church 785-220-5418 This helps people find you, and also helps us continue to bring
Sunday School at 9:30am 2531 SE Wittenberg Rd., Topeka Pastor Rey Rodriguez R
Worship at 10:30am Sunday Worship 11am & 6pm Sun. Worship 10:30 am Christian News to the area!
Livestream on Youtube at 10:30am Wed. Prayer & Praise 7pm Sunday School 9:15am il Voi -640-
wibetheliopeka.org 785,266 LOVE (3683) by Sytudy ed. 7om Email Voice@cox.net or dall 785-640-6399

5. INDIANA AVENUE CHURCH OF CHRIST
“Grace has dispensed, because Grace
has redeemed”

3510 SE Indiana Ave., Topeka, Ks. 66605
785-266-7788, www.Indianaavecofc.org
Bible University — Sunday - 9:30 a.m.
Classes for all ages.

Morning Worship — Sunday — 10:45 a.m.
Midweek Bible University — Wed. — 7pm

6. FIRST SOUTHERN BAPTIST
1912 SW Gage, Topeka, KS
785-272-0443  www.fshctopeka.org
Sunday Services:

8:00 AM Sunday School - all ages
9:30 AM Worship Service
11:00 Sunday School - all ages

7. TOPEKA BAPTIST CHURCH
“Finding NEW LIFE in CHRIST”
Sunday Worship 9:00 & 10:30am
~ Sunday School for all ages ~
3301 SW Gage Bivd., Topeka
785-862-0988
www.topekabaptist.org

8. WANAMAKER ROAD BAPTIST CHURCH
“Being and making disciples of Jesus Christ
by the power of the Gospel, to the glory of God”

2700 SW Wanamaker Rd., Topeka
(785) 272-9323 www.wrhctopeka.com
Traditional Sunday Worship 11am & 6pm

Sunday School 9:30am + Wed. Prayer 7pm

J. Michael Borjon, Pastor

17. EAST SIDE BAPTIST CHURCH
4425 S.E. 29th St., 785-379-9933.
Sunday Worship 10:00am & 5:30pm
Sunday Evenings at 5:30pm:

+ AWANA
+ Student Ministries
* relengage
www.esbcks.org

20. HERITAGE BAPTIST CHURCH
1937 NE Madison St
Topeka, KS 66608 ¢ 785-506-4594
Pastor Dale Stockburger
Sunday Worship: 11 am and 6pm
Sunday School: Sun 10am
Wed. Evening Worship: 7pm

www.harvestfamilyfellowshiptopeka.org

22. FAMILY OF GOD CHURCH

1231 NW Eugene St.
Topeka, KS 66608

Pastor Roger Randel

Sunday School 9am; Worship 10:30am
Wednesday Bible Study 7pm
785-234-1111

FOGchurch.com

24. TRINITY REFORMED BAPTIST
Holding to the authorized King James Version and
the 1689 London Baptist Confession of Faith
Sunday 9:30 a.m. Wednesday 6 p.m.
Pastor Bob Spagnuolo 785-273-3506
meeting in our home:

4307 SW 30th Ter., Topeka
www. TrinityReformedBaptist.org

KFGB 97.7 FM

Lipper Boom Radia

Listen at work!
UpperRoomBEadioOnlimne, com

ROOTER,..L:1)

STTTIETTis

“TO THE RESEHE”

=Septc System Cleaing ord Installntion *'Ohrain Cleaning
Rlumbing  *Water Damage

833-470-4376

VOICE OF FAITH

RADIO BROADCAST

Sermans and Teaching: of Rev Max L. Manming

®
Y

Sundays — 9 am WIBW RADIO 580 AM
Daily (Mon—Fri) — 10 am KFGB 97.7 FM

www.global-misslons.com

PO Box 161 Topeka K5 66601
T785-232-2992 or TB5-231-8183



www.upperroomradioonline.com
www.global-missions.com
https://www.rooterman.com/northeast-kansas/
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‘\EW Resource DirectOry
for Kansans

KANSAS
RESOU RCE UIDE

The Kansas Resource Guide (KRG) is a collaborative effort to connect
consumers and service providers with resources and services for women,
infants, children, youth and people with disabilities in Kansas.

What can you find?

The KRG website is an online
navigational tool for Kansas
consumers and service providers
in Kansas. You can find links to
partner’s websites, topical lists
and a searchable resource
directory.

Find information on:
Advocacy
Adult and Aging Services
Disability Services
Education
Employment
Health Care Services
Independent and Community Living

MNutrition and Wellness
How does the KRG help? Women and Children’s Services

The KRG can help vou identify: Vouth Services
. Available resources
« Who to contract

. Where to go for assistance I< ansas

Deparment ol Elealik
ard Environmenl

Call 1-800-332-6262 for more information.

www.kansasresourceguide.org




